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        March 12, 2013
Dear Reviewer:

The State of the Climate in 2012 is the next of a series of statements published annually as a supplement to the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society. The report is prepared by a team of editors working with about 380 authors from more than 45 countries, who contribute based on their areas of expertise and/or region of interest in the world. Editors are responsible for one of six core chapters of the report: Global Climate, Global Oceans, The Tropics, The Arctic, Antarctica, and Regional Climates.
The primary and dominant focus of the report is on describing weather and climate conditions in 2012 and using historical data to place these in historical perspective, to enhance understanding of the Earth’s varying and changing climate.

Maintaining a strict schedule is essential to enable the report’s timely completion, and to keep the information useful and relevant. Therefore, analyses contained in the report are restricted to previously peer-reviewed and widely accepted methods, datasets, and monitoring techniques. The data may be updated and treated with techniques already published or simple, widely used statistical analysis (e.g. creating anomalies etc).  The report is not a venue for new types of analyses or research results. Sections within each chapter are tightly focused and summaries are relatively brief (exception: “sidebars” may introduce an event or concept with which the BAMS readership is not intimately familiar, and are written in a more explanatory manner). In total, the peer review of this report is not expected to be time consuming or difficult.

You, along with several other peer review authors, were selected based on your expertise, specialty, and ability to conduct the review within the timelines set by American Meteorological Society publication deadlines. Your review should be restricted to the following, for the sections you are assigned:

· identify errors in the author’s summary of climate and climate-related conditions in 2012,

· identify errors in the historical context with which the conditions have been described, 
· identify  important points that may have been omitted, and

· identify any assertions of climatic state, dynamics, and data that do not reasonably appear to be founded upon previously peer-reviewed or widely-accepted methods, datasets, and monitoring techniques.
You should not be overly concerned with the quality of the images, grammatical errors, or the layout of the document. The resolution and quality of the graphics, appropriate formatting, and editing of the document will be assured before publication.

Your willingness to conduct this review is greatly appreciated. It will help guarantee the continued quality of this report and ensure it provides useful information on the state of the Earth’s climate to the scientific community, stakeholders, and decision makers.

Sincerely,

State of the Climate Development Team
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