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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF CORAL REEF DIVING AND SNORKELING IN HAWAII 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Understanding the economic impacts of reef diving and snorkeling  has been a top priority for 
the coral reef managers of the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program for several years.  In 
addition, an improved understanding of divers’ and snorkelers’ economic impacts and 
expenditure patterns in Hawaii has utility for local businesses and state and local governments 
for planning, research, and operational purposes.  While a number of studies have examined the 
ecological impacts of tourism, including diving and snorkeling, on coral reefs in Hawaii and 
elsewhere, the economic impacts generated via consumer spending receive comparably limited 
attention.  This project will provide an estimate of the economic impacts derived specifically 
from diving and snorkeling on Hawaii’s reefs.  The project supports the purpose, goals, and 
objectives of the Coral Reef Conservation Act (2000), and results of the survey can be used to 
inform coastal resource management planning, to help establish a baseline for outreach and 
education, and to provide local communities with important economic information related to 
recreation on Hawaii’s coral reefs.  For example, estimates of the scale of economic impacts 
generated from Hawaii’s coral reefs due to diving and snorkeling via other potentially competing 
uses can be used by state and federal managers to determine how best to manage access to the 
resource among different user groups (e.g. snorkelers, divers, fisherman, boaters) or to choose 
between alternative management measures that provide varying levels of benefits to different 
user groups.  Further, questions on the survey related to preferences over coral reef attributes will 
be used by the Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center in their Atlantis ecosystem model for 
coral reefs in the Hawaiian Islands to predict how changes in the biological attributes of the reef 
influence the number of snorkeling and diving trips and therefore, economic impacts.   
 
The survey will collect coral reef related expenditure information directly from the coral reef 
user community with a specific focus on scuba divers and snorkelers.  Economic impacts will be 
calculated utilizing the expenditure data collected through the surveys.  Economic impact models 
developed by NMFS economists (and compatible with IMPLAN software) will be used to 
estimate the impacts of diving and snorkeling on coral reefs on the Hawaiian economy. 
 
This survey is building on a previously implemented survey of divers and snorkelers in South 
Florida, which was fielded in 2016-2017 under OMB Control No. 0648-0746.  Data from that 
survey is currently being analyzed and a project report is in preparation.    

 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 

http://www.coris.noaa.gov/activities/actionstrategy/08_cons_act.pdf
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The information and economic impacts generated from the survey data will be useful for Federal, 
state, and local management entities interested in the economic impacts of the use of Hawaii’s 
coral reefs.  These entities may use the information to examine the consequences of projects, 
policies, or regulations that may affect reefs – favorably or adversely.  In addition, the estimates 
will be able to feed into other systems and/or coupled models such as those being developed by 
scientists at the Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research at the University of Hawaii.  
The use of economic data in these coupled models will improve their utility for forecasting, 
planning and management purposes.  The economic estimates generated from the survey will be 
published and also available to anyone requesting the information.  The survey will collect 
information only on expenditures associated with the respondent’s last reef dive or snorkel trip 
and effort within? the past 12 months, and limited demographic information.   
 
In addition, we will prepare at least one paper for peer-reviewed publication that describes the 
outcomes of this survey. The primary research question to be answered in the paper will be 
estimates of average trip expenditures for divers and snorkelers and economic impacts stemming 
from those expenditures to the state of Hawaii, and by island/county. A second paper related to 
the perceptions and preferences over different coral reef attributes would aslo be feasible, and/or 
a paper which integrates these into the Atlantis model for Hawaii’s coral reef ecosystems.  Prior 
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
Q1 – Q2:  screening question to determine if the respondent is a Hawaii resident and if they are 
eligible to complete the survey  - i.e. have they taken a dive or snorkel trip to a Hawaii reef 
during the last 12 months.  
 
Q3: establish estimates of diving and snorkeling effort by island.  
 
Q4 – Q6:  examine motivations for snorkeling and diving and how reef conditions may change 
effort. 
 
Q7:  Questions that will determine which expenditure categories for durable goods the 
respondent will see on the following screen.  If respondent checks box in this question then it 
will populate in the table in the following question asking about specific expenditures.  
 
Q8:  Questions that ask about actual expenditures on durable goods.  Only those categories 
ticked in the preceding question will show up in the table for this question.   
 
Q9 – Q12:  these questions will determine which version of the survey the respondent will see 
related to expenditure categories.  There is not a lot of difference but, for example, if the 
respondent’s last trip was from shore, then the following screen would not include a category for 
expense related to cost of the boat rental or cost of the charter trip.  Similarly, if the most recent 
trip was not part of a longer vacation, the respondent will not see expense categories for airfare.    
 
Q13:  Questions that ask about expense categories for the respondent’s most recent trip.  Only 
the categories ticked in this question will show up in the following table for actual expenditures.   
 
Q14:  Questions that ask about actual expenditures on most recent trip.  Only those categories 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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ticked in the preceding question will show up in the table for this question.   
 
Q15 – Q17:  very minimal demographic questions. 
 
Q18:  track the source of outreach 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The data will be collected via a voluntary survey that respondents will take online.  Respondents 
will be able to use a computer, tablet, or phone to complete the survey, and a QR code will allow 
quick access to the survey via cell phones.  The survey will be programmed to include prompts 
and skip patterns that are not viable using a mail survey.  This will allow questions to be targeted 
specifically to the types of expenses a respondent incurred, and will prevent asking questions that 
are irrelevant for the respondent.  The instrument will closely follow the instrument that was 
approved for the in the South Florida Diving and Snorkeling Expenditure Survey.  (See Part B 
for description of the methodology).   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Working with collaborators at the Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, collaborators at the 
Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research at the University of Hawaii, and several 
local dive shops in Hawaii, we ascertained that the information this survey will collect does not 
exist in an updated form, and there was no identification of ongoing efforts to produce the 
information.   A literature review found several citations in educational and outreach materials 
referencing the economic impacts of Hawaii’s coral reefs; however, these citations were all 
based on work published in 2004, and are not specific to the economic impacts associated only 
with diving and snorkeling.  Additionally, a number of economic valuation studies have been 
conducted for one or more coral reefs in Hawaii, the most recent being 2013; however, these 
studies do not collect expenditure information and therefore cannot be used to estimate the direct 
and indirect economic impacts generated from diving and snorkeling.        
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Information produced from a previous economic impact study (2004) has been useful for 
conservation budgeting and planning in the state of Hawaii and have benefitted commercial 
entities dependent on coral reef resources. However, continuing to use what is becoming 
outdated data from 2004 can result in biased and/or inaccurate economic impact estimates and 
may impact budget allocations, environmental mitigation and research support for coral reef 
management. 
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7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
In addition to a random sample of Hawaiian residents, we will provide flyers to local dive and 
snorkel trip operators as well as local marine parks, including Hanama Bay, to distribute to their 
patrons so that they can participate in the survey.  Flyers will contain a distinct QR code and 
URL so that data collected from the opportunistic sample can be analyzed separately from the 
data collected via the systematic random sample.  While this sampling strategy is opportunistic, 
and therefore does not maintain statistical properties of a random sample, there is currently no 
existing sample frame of non-residents who dive or snorkel in Hawaii.  The method of surveying 
them that we propose here has been used in past projects (Survey of divers and snorkelers in 
South Florida, fielded in 2016-2017 under OMB Control No. 0648-0746) and yielded a large  
 
dataset of over 2000 responses, thus we propose to replicate that method here as a supplement to 
surveying Hawaii residents. The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to complete.   
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
record keeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice “Economic Impacts of Diving and Snorkeling Expenditures 
in Hawaii” was published on Friday December 8, 2017 (82 FR 235), soliciting public comment.  
No comments were received.   
 
The survey instrument used in this collection is based on a previous instrument used in OMB 
Control No. 0648-0746.  After reviewing that instrument and talking with staff who implemented 
that project, staff from the Pacific Islands Fishery Science Center agreed a similar effort would 
yield useful information for marine management in Hawaii.  In addition, the instrument and 
details of the project were discussed with staff from the Joint Institute for Marine and 
Atmospheric Research at the University of Hawaii, who also agreed that implementing a similar 
effort in Hawaii would be useful.  Both the PIFSC and UH agreed that data of this type was not 
currently available, but would be useful to integrate into existing ecosystem models as well as 
useful to local tourism entities that offer diving and snorkeling in Hawaii.  Staff at PIFSC and 
UH helped revise the instrument to make it appropriate for Hawaii and ensure that the data 
collected would be relevant to current management issues.   
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
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assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the survey instrument, all data collected is anonymous and will not be released for 
public use except in aggregate statistical form.  Further, the survey is electronic and is distributed 
through opportunistic sampling methods, which do not require the respondent to fill out their 
name or any other identifying information.   
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There are no questions of a sensitive nature. 
 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The proposed collection will require approximately 692 burden hours (4,150 estimated 
respondents at 10 minutes per response).   
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no start-up, capital, or maintenance costs associated with this collection.  No new or 
specialized equipment is needed to respond to this collection.  There is no 
recordkeeping/reporting cost, as the survey will be conducted online. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The duration of this survey will be for approximately 6 months; thus, the annualized cost is the 
one-time cost of the survey.  The total estimated Cost to Government is $15,500.  Of that amount 
$6,500 will be used to program and host the survey and maintain survey responses, $6,000 will 
be used to print and mail postcards containing the survey website to 10,000 Hawaiian residents,  
and $3,000 will be used to print flyers for dive and snorkel trip operators and local marine parks 
to distribute to patrons.  All analysis and reporting will be done as part of the regular duties of 
NMFS and NOAA economists.   
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new submission. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
All results will be entered in a database using standard quality assurance/quality control 
procedures in survey research.  Economists from NOAA Fisheries will analyze the data using 
standard software (e.g. SAS and IMPLAN) and standard statistical procedures that are 
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appropriate for survey data.  Results from this collection may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications, and would follow prescribed statistical 
tabulations and summary table formats. Data will be available to the general public on request in 
summary form only.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.  



1 
 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF HAWAII REEF DIVING AND SNORKELING  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 

 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g., establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The respondent universe that this survey will target includes Hawaiian residents who have taken 
a dive or snorkel trip to Hawaiian coral reefs during the past 12 months.  In addition, the survey 
will also target visitors to Hawaii who have taken a dive or snorkel trip during their visit.  As 
described in Part A, we will employ two sampling strategies to target each audience:  we will 
mail a 1-page flyer briefly explaining the objectives of the survey and the importance of 
participating to a random sample of 10,000 Hawaiian residents, sampled proportionally from all 
islands excluding Lanai and Molokai.  The flyer will contain a QR code as well as a URL to the 
online survey instrument, where respondents can complete the survey.   
 
In addition, we will provide flyers to local dive and snorkel trip operators as well as local marine 
parks, including Hanama Bay, to distribute to their patrons so that they can participate in the 
survey.  Flyers will contain a distinct QR code and URL so that data collected from the 
opportunistic sample can be analyzed separately from the data collected via the systematic 
random sample.  We have enlisted the help of a number of tour operators and a prominent marine 
park, Hanama Bay, where the primary park feature is a coral reef for snorkeling.   
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ENTITIES IN THE RESPONDENT UNIVERSE 

Entities Description of Sampling 

Resident Households Total existing 
number*  

Number 
sampled 

Expected 
response rate 

Oahu residents 992,605 6,949 35% 
Kaui residents 72,029 504 35% 
Maui residents 165,386 1,158 35% 
Hawaii residents 198,449 1,389 35% 

TOTAL 1,428,469 10,000 3,500 

 Number of fliers 
distributed  Expected number of completes 

Dive/Snorkel Operators 
Approx. 15 tour operators have 
agreed to help distribute fliers 

1,000 300 

Marine Parks/State or Local Parks 
Hanama Bay has agreed to help 
distribute fliers 

1,000 350 

TOTAL 2,000 650 
TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETED SURVEYS 4,150 

*As reported by the US Census Data, April 2016 
 
Based on previous experience using an opportunistic sampling strategy (the economic expenses 
of diving and snorkeling on South Florida reefs OMB Control No. 0648-0746) we expect to 
receive approximately 650 responses from the opportunistic sample, which targets non-residents 
who are visiting Hawaii.  While we received over 2,400 responses for the South Florida survey 
using an opportunistic sample, we are not utilizing the same number of outreach avenues for the 
current survey – we plan to rely on primarily tour operators that offer diving and snorkeling and 
local marine parks (e.g. state or local beach parks, including Hanama Bay, where snorkeling is 
the prevalent activity) to reach non-resident Hawaiians who engaged in diving or snorkeling 
during the last 12 months.   
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
As described above, in order to reach the target populations we will survey a random sample of 
resident Hawaiians and use an opportunistic sample to survey non-resident Hawaiians who have 
engaged in diving or snorkeling on Hawaii’s reefs during the last 12 months.  The entities 
described in the table above will assist us in distributing a flyer containing a URL and QR code 
for the online survey.  There will be no a-priori stratification of the non-resident sample; 
however, post stratification of the data may be possible based on survey responses (e.g., 
frequency of dives, demographic characteristics).   
 
We will survey a proportional random sample of Hawaiian residents on all islands except 
Molokai and Lanai. We will purchase an address-based sample of 10,000 addresses (sampled 
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proportionally to the populations from each island) from Marketing Systems Group, and will 
mail potential respondents a 1-page flyer briefly explaining the objectives of the survey and the 
importance of participating.  The flyer will contain a QR code as well as a URL to the online 
survey instrument, where respondents can complete the survey.  This sampling strategy will 
maintain fundamental statistical properties associated with random sampling.    
 
We will analyze the data from the random sample of households and the opportunistic sample 
separately.  We will estimate IMPLAN models from each dataset to estimate the economic 
impacts of diving and snorkeling on Hawaii’s reefs.  We will use  SAS software to compute 
standard statistical measures for each question, e.g. mean, standard deviation, frequency counts, 
etc  
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
We have taken steps to maximize the number of surveys completed, including making the survey 
a brief, concise, and clear instrument, limiting the number of open-ended questions, tailoring 
questions by using skip patterns in the online instrument, and revising the survey based on 
feedback from a focus group conducted in Hawaii.  In addition we have involved the use of a 
number of professional dive and snorkel operators, and education and outreach coordinators 
from Hanama Bay, to alert their patrons to the importance of completing the survey.  
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval.  
 
Prior to the survey implementation, NOAA Fisheries conducted a focus group with 8 scuba 
divers and snorkelers in Honolulu, HI.  Their feedback was used to revise language and  
questions in the survey and to ensure that material is understood and interpreted by the 
respondent as intended.  For example, feedback from the focus group was used to modify the 
way the expenditure tables were presented to respondents.  Prior to the focus group the 
expenditure tables contained all categories of expenses; however, focus groups revealed that 
many participants only had expenditures in one or two categories, and stopped writing a “0” in 
for expenditures for many of the categories, instead just leaving them blank.  This is problematic 
as the analyst cannot determine whether they truly had zero expenditures on the item or just did 
not remember.  To avoid this situation we revised the question to a two part question that 
allowed us to ask for expenditures only if the respondent said that they bought something in that 
category.  This shortened the survey considerably.        
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Design, Analysis, Report: Kristy Wallmo, NOAA Fisheries, 301-427-8190 
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Data collection:  Gustavo Rubio, ECS Federal, contracting company, 301-427-8180. 
 



Florida Reef Diving & Snorkeling Survey 
 

Recreational activities like diving and snorkeling are important to Hawaii’s 
economy. But how important are they? 
 
Help us answer that question by taking a short survey sponsored by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
 
Your participation is important! The data collected in this survey will give 
managers the information they need to make informed decisions about 
Hawaii’s reefs and marine resources. 
 
Please take a few minutes to complete the online survey here: 
www.Hawaiireefexpendituresurvey.com 

QR Code will go 
here 



Public reporting burden for this information collection is estimated to average 10 minutes per response.  Send 
comments regarding this burden estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to Kristy Wallmo, 301-427-
8190 or Kristy.Wallmo@noaa.gov. All data collected in this survey is anonymous and will not be released for public 
use except in aggregate statistical form.  The survey does not ask for any information that will allow for personal 
identification.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements 
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number. 
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Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 

obtain or retain benefits. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 

Dated: December 5, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26467 Filed 12–7–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Economic Impacts 
of Diving and Snorkeling Expenditures 
in Hawaii 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 6, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Kristy Wallmo, 301–427– 
8190 or kristy.wallmo@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new collection of 
information. 

The objective of the survey will be to 
understand divers’ and snorkelers’ 
expenditures associated with 
recreational coral reef diving activities 
in Hawaii. The survey will also collect 
information on divers’ attitudes, 
preferences, and concerns about 
recreational diving and coral reefs 
health in Hawaii. We are conducting 
this survey to improve our 
understanding of divers’ expenditure 
patterns and to estimate the economic 
impact of coral reef related spending. 
Results of the survey will be used to 
inform coastal resource management 
planning and establish a baseline for 
outreach and education. The 
expenditure survey is also expected to 
provide useful information for local 
economic and business interests. A 
similar survey (OMB 0648–0746) was 
implemented in south Florida and was 
successfully completed in Nov. 2017. 

II. Method of Collection 

The survey will be conducted using 
two modes: mail and Internet. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–XXXX. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individual 
recreational divers and snorkelers. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,500. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 20 
minutes 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 500. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 

they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: December 5, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26466 Filed 12–7–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF861 

Endangered Species; File Nos. 21198 
and 21434 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of applications. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), Southeast Regional Office, 
Century Boulevard, Atlanta, GA 30602 
[Responsible Party: Allan Brown], has 
applied in due form for a permit [File 
No. 21198] to take captive shortnose 
sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum) and 
Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus 
oxyrinchus) for purposes of scientific 
research and enhancement. 
Additionally the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources, Cooperative 
Oxford Laboratory, 904 South Morris 
Street, Oxford, Maryland 21654 
[Responsible Party: Brian Richardson], 
has applied in due form for a permit 
[File No. 21434] to take captive Atlantic 
sturgeon for purposes of conducting 
scientific research and enhancement. 
DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email 
comments must be received on or before 
January 8, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: The applications and 
related documents are available for 
review by selecting ‘‘Records Open for 
Public Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ 
box on the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species (APPS) home page, 
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then 
selecting File Nos. 21198 or 21434 from 
the list of available applications. 

These documents are also available 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted to the Chief, 
Permits and Conservation Division, at 
the address listed above. Comments may 
also be submitted by facsimile to (301) 
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