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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
U.S. West Coast Swordfish Fishery  

Cost and Earnings Survey 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Commercial fisheries economic data collection programs implemented by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) address statutory and regulatory mandates to determine the quantity and distribution of 
net benefits derived from living marine resources as well as predict the economic impacts from proposed 
management options on commercial harvesters, shore side industries, and fishing communities. In 
particular, these economic data collection programs contribute to legally mandated analyses required 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MFCMS), the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), and Executive Order 12866 
(E.O. 12866). 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC) proposes a one-time, fleet-wide survey of the 
current and former west-coast based commercial swordfish fleet including their state permitted fish 
spotter pilots, and commercial fish processors.  The survey is to collect annual earnings and industry 
related expenditures for tax reporting years of 2015 and 2016.  The project is being conducted by Hanan 
& Associates, Inc., a California-based consultant with targeted experience in several commercial and 
sport fisheries including the Drift Gillnet, Harpoon, and charter boat fisheries, as well as collecting human 
informant data.  The proposed survey targets fixed and variable economic cost data, including labor and 
crew compensation methods; aerial spotter pilot support; fish processing; and hard costs such as gear, 
operations, and maintenance; and soft costs such as financing, insurance, and regulatory compliance.  
Earnings data to be collected includes sales by customer type and earnings by location.  The survey is 
designed to also capture qualitative information on other fisheries in which these commercial fishermen 
participate. 
 
Given the absence of mandatory cost reporting requirements, the survey is intended to inform economic 
analyses in technical reports such as Regulatory Impact Review and Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. 
Survey results are intended to assist policy makers in efforts to design and improve policy to positively 
affect outcomes in the commercial fishing industry and increase public benefits. 
 
The survey is also intended to assist NMFS in developing a more comprehensive understanding of the 
economics of the U.S. commercial fishing industry by informing the Input-Output Model for Pacific 
Coast Fisheries (IO-PAC) and is also intended to provide more accurate information and inform future 
IO-PAC model revisions. 
 
The initial section of the survey (Section 1: Vessel Information for Drift Gillnet, Harpoon, Longline, 
or Deep-Set Buoy Gear ) requests only vessel identification information and basic characteristics which 
are not available in the NMFS or Coast Guard Fishing Permit database, or have implications for the scope 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/laws_and_executive_orders/the_nepa_statute.html
http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/laws_and_executive_orders/the_nepa_statute.html
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-94/pdf/STATUTE-94-Pg1164.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12866.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12866.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12866.pdf
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of fishing methods and cost of fishing effort. Most of the questions in Section 1 can be readily addressed. 
For example, based on previous experience, fishermen are keenly aware of the insured replacement value 
of their vessels and the remaining time on their loans, so these questions are not especially time 
consuming. We realize that some fishermen may need to refer to their tax documents to provide 
information such as remaining time on their loans or vessel depreciation and amortization; however, this 
information is important to characterizing the cost of participation in the fishery. The next four sections 
(Section 2: Drift Gillnet Fishery (DGN) Participants Only, Section 3: Harpoon Fishery (HPN) 
Participants Only, Section 4: Longline Participants Only, and Section 5: Deep Set Buoy Gear 
Participants Only) ask for basic information for fisheries in which the vessel participated.  Each section 
requests information on fixed costs of participating in commercial fishing activities followed by 
successive sections for the respondent to enter variable costs and ex vessel revenue data.  The breakdown 
of cost information in our survey format is designed to facilitate the use of cost information collected to 
parameterize an IO-PAC model of the fishery which can be used to estimate regional economic impacts. 
 
Section 6: Spotter Plane Pilot Only is designed to reveal costs, earnings, and value of airplane 
fish spotters to this west coast fishery which has not previously been evaluated.  Depending on 
the year and fish availability this tool can be the difference for profitability or loss in the 
industry. 
 
Section 7: Commercial Swordfish Processor seeks general data about individual processors and data 
regarding variable and fixed cost and earnings information for processors active in the swordfish industry. 
 
Section 8: Former Swordfish Participant/Operator was designed to acquire basic data related to why 
these operators left the fishery and in which fisheries they are currently fishing. 
 
Section 9: Additional West Coast Swordfish Fishery Survey Questions for All Participants the west 
coast swordfish fisheries are dynamic because of changing fish availability and regulations based on 
national needs.  The fishery management council needs input especially from fishery participants and 
especially from those who don’t or can’t attend the meetings.  These questions should help fill those gaps 
to help the council to better manage this fishery. 
 
This survey represents a modification of the 2010 survey which focused on the large mesh drift gillnet 
(DGN) and harpoon (HPN) fleets operating out of southern and central California. There were four 
sections to the previous survey instrument: 1) the first was to gather generic vessel information 
appropriate for both fleets; 2) the second section applied only to DGN regarding net data, fishing trip and 
operational specifics, catch specifics, and four questions about a time/area closure regulation; 3) the third 
section sought information pertinent to the HPN fishery including fishing trip and operational specifics, 
use of spotter planes, and catch specifics; 4) the fourth section gathered general data for those participants 
who also fished albacore troll and any other fisheries. 
 
The proposed survey broadens the scope to a broader selection of west coast swordfish fishery 
participants, including non-fishing support industries, and is comprised of nine sections: 1) the first is 
similar to the 2010 survey to collect generic vessel information and spotter airplane data if used as 
appropriate for the DGN, HPN, Longline (LL), and deep set buoy gear (DSBG) fleets which target west 
coast swordfish; 2) the second section is similar to the 2010 survey to collect data specific to the DGN 
fishery regarding net data, fishing trip and operational specifics, catch specifics; 3) the third section is 
similar to the 2010 survey to collect information pertinent to the HPN fishery including fishing trip and 
operational specifics, use of spotter planes, and catch specifics; 4) the fourth section collects information 
from LL vessels only, which were not covered in the 2010 survey, including fishing trip and operational 
specifics, gear, and catch specifics; 5) the fifth section collects information from DSBG vessels only, 
which were not covered in the 2010 survey, including fishing trip and operational specifics, gear, and 
catch specifics; 6) the sixth section is for spotter planes only, which were not surveyed in the 2010 survey, 
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7) this section is to collect west coast swordfish processor information which was not collected in 2010; 
8) this section is to collect information for fishermen who have dropped out of the west coast swordfish 
fisheries and was not collected in 2010; Section nine is for all survey participants and was not included in 
the 2010 survey. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
publicly disseminated information. Because the survey is voluntary, the confidentiality provisions under 
the MSA 402(b) do not apply to this survey. However, data will not be released for public use except in 
aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.  NMFS will retain control over the 
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA 
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  
 
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a 
pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Because this fleet is relatively small, data will be collected from vessel owners/operators, pilots, and 
processors during personal interviews by the contractor and then entered manually into an electronic 
database.  The survey was pretested with nine industry participants.  If requested and personal interviews 
are not possible for the full survey, the contractor will perform the interview via telephone, and as a last 
attempt to obtain data, the contactor will send the survey instrument to respondents via email or parcel 
post and returned surveys entered manually into the database identified by how it was obtained. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The last cost earnings survey of the West Coast Drift Gillnet and Harpoon fleet was conducted in 2010 and 
was administered by Hanan & Associates, Inc.  We are not aware of any other surveys currently or 
planned to collect cost and earnings data at the vessel level in this fishery.     
 
The Pacific Fishery Information Network (PacFIN) compiles a database of individual vessel landings 
records submitted by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  PacFIN records represent 
mandatory landings records (fish tickets) submitted by species measured by weight and ex vessel 
revenues; however, no cost data is collected.  
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The potential respondent universe for this survey is described in Section 2 above. The burden respondents 
will be minimized by administering the survey instrument in personal interviews which allows for clear 
and unambiguous understanding of the questions.  Respondents will be notified by post and by email of 
an upcoming phone call to set up an appointment.  They will also be able to set up the appointment by 
email or post and will be notified of information that will be sought so they can have relevant records 
available at the interview.   
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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Lack of information on vessel operating costs severely limits the ability of economists to assess the 
impacts that commercial swordfish fishermen face due to changes in regulations, fishing conditions, and 
market conditions.  Without this information, analyses that attempt to assess the economic effects of 
proposed regulations or policy alternatives on vessels, crew and the fishery as a whole are incomplete and 
inaccurate. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
Two public comments were received which expressed general disagreement with spending federal tax 
dollars to administer a swordfish fishery survey. The comments cited unsubstantiated conservation 
concerns regarding the status of the swordfish population targeted by the U.S. west coast fleet. The latest 
International Scientific Committee assessment shows that the western and central Pacific swordfish stock 
targeted by the fleet is not overfished nor subject to overfishing. No further actions have been taken by 
the agency in response to these comments. 
 
Representatives from the industry were provided the opportunity to review and comment on the survey.  
While gaining and maintaining support for the survey is an on-going task and component of the project, 
project managers have received positive and constructive feedback from fishermen and industry leaders 
of the West Coast Swordfish fishery. Industry feedback was considered in revising the survey form. 
  
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
The project does not include payments or gifts to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Respondents are assured in the introductory language of the survey instrument and by the contractor at the 
beginning of the interview that data will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form 
without identification as to its source and that no individual names, vessel names, or other identifying 
information will be included in any reports or publications.   Personally identifiable information is 
requested to enable Hanan & Associates, Inc. to follow up where necessary and clarify or complete 
individual responses and/or to conduct a spoken survey with respondents who are unable, unwilling or 
prefer it.  As such, the information is provided to boost the completeness, accuracy and response rate of 
the survey.  As required, no fewer than three aggregated or averaged data points from survey response 
results will be released in any reports or publications. 
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
The survey seeks information on the cost and earnings of commercial Drift Gillnet and Harpoon vessels 
landing on the West Coast of the U.S. and does not include questions on sexual behavior, attitudes, 
beliefs, or other private information. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The public reporting burden for this voluntary collection of information is estimated to average one (1) 
hour per respondent. This includes the time required to read the introductory statement and the gathering 
of business information necessary to complete the survey, set up and meet with the contractor. The 
response rate is expected to be near 50%, resulting in approximately 67 completed surveys.  As a result, 
the survey is expected to impose a total of 67 burden hours on the U.S. West Coast commercial swordfish 
industry. 
 
Approximate total number of participants 133 
Approximate sample size   133 
Approximate expected survey response rate 50% 
Approximate expected # survey respondents 67 
Average burden hours/survey   1 hour 
Total annual burden hours   77 including air spotters & processors 
 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
No recordkeeping or reporting cost is anticipated as the contractor will meet the respondent at their place 
of choice. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Total estimated cost to the Federal Government will be $60,700 + cost of time to federal employees 
involved in the survey effort.  A private firm, Hanan & Associates, Inc. has been hired to develop, 
administer and collect the survey, tabulate the survey data, conduct follow up contacts, and enter and 
validate the data.  In addition to survey firm contract costs, there will be additional costs for meetings, 
project management, and phone and email communication and for supplies. A table of itemized costs is 
presented below. 
 
 
Description Estimated Cost 
Data Collection   
Survey Development and Review $5,000 
Outreach to Industry $12,500 
Administrative support $2,500 
Administer Personal Survey Interviews $15,200 
Data Preparation   
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Data Verification/Checks $2,500 
Development of Population Weighing Adjustments $2,500 
Project Management $5,000 
Prepare and Write Final Report $15,500 
Total $60,700 

 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new collection. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Survey results will be reported in SWFSC’s administrative or technical report and published on the 
NMFS web site. Summaries will include descriptive statistics (such as mean and standard deviation) of 
the various cost and earnings categories. 
 
Survey results will be used to support studies prepared for the Pacific Fisheries Management Council and 
NMFS management. Results may also be discussed in conference presentations, public meetings, and 
technical guides. All reporting of survey results will conform to data confidentiality requirements. 
Qualified researchers with confidentiality agreements will have access to raw data for performing future 
analyses. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.   
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
WEST COAST SWORDFISH FISHERY COST AND EARNINGS SURVEY 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g., establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The survey population includes fishing vessel owner/operators, processors, and aircraft owner/operators 
that participated in the commercial West Coast Drift Gillnet (DGN) and Harpoon (HPN) fishery during 
the 2015-16 and 2016-17 seasons, plus recent swordfish fishery participants who are currently inactive.  
During the 2012-13 season, 133 vessels were issued federal permits (47 DGN & 86 HPN) and in the 
2013-14 fishing season, 74 DGN vessel permits were issued and 19 vessels actually fished.  In the 2014-
15 season, 72 DGN permits were issued and approximately 15 DGN vessels actually fished.  The current 
survey will target the active DGN, HPN, longline, and deep set buoy gear vessels for 2015-16 and 2016-
17.  We will also attempt to contact any previous permittees who had DGN or HPN permits during the 
2011 survey but are no longer participating in the fishery (we estimate 64 operator/owners). Based on the 
2004 and 2011 surveys (see below), a 50% response rate is expected for the cost and earnings survey 
which would yield approximately 67 completed vessel surveys out of 133.  For 2015-16 there were 5 
aircraft permitted as fish spotters. We also anticipate responses from about five processors for the fleet in 
southern California. We expect a 100% response rate from fish spotters and processors. The completed 
responses for vessels will be stratified by vessel size, landings by weight, fishing method and port of 
registration. We anticipate an overall response rate of 54%. 
 
The Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC) has conducted three previous economic cost earnings 
surveys of the fleet, under OMB Control No. 0648-0369.  A survey fielded during 1999 obtained a 43% 
response rate.  A second survey fielded during 2004 obtained responses from 54% of vessel 
owner/operators and the third survey conducted in 2010 obtained responses from 36% of DGN and HPN 
vessel owner/operators.   
 
The targeted survey fielding protocol for this survey would suggest a slightly higher response rate than 
the last survey.  Factors that will generate a higher response rate include very close collaboration with 
industry leaders to ensure their on-going support, attendance at industry events where surveys can be 
administered in person, and a survey method that includes phone and email follow-up to schedule 
personal interviews to administer the survey.  
 

Total Target Population: DGN + HPN + Other 143 
Approximate expected survey response rate 54% 
Approximate expected # of survey respondents 77 
Average burden hours per survey 1 hour 
Total annual burden hours 77 hours 
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2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
This will be a census survey. The desired degree of precision, and corresponding desired response rate, 
depends upon the application for which the data is being used.  Some applications may use data from all 
survey respondents, while other applications will use data only from vessels that hold a specific gear type 
or operate in a certain geographic location.  A basic application of the survey data could be the inference 
of unobserved population mean values from the observed sample mean values. Given a population of 
approximately 133 vessels and an expected response rate of approximately 50%, a sample of 67 
completed surveys would be required.  This would yield approximately 67 respondents, and would 
achieve an appropriate margin of error (+/- 8%) at the 95% confidence interval.  
 
For an example of anticipated precision of estimates, we consider the case of average variable costs. 
Results from the 2011 DGN-HPN fishery survey showed a coefficient of variation for reported category: 
variable costs of 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋 = 𝑠𝑠

𝑋𝑋�
= 1.06 for HPN vessels, and 0.3 for DGN vessels where X denotes respondent-

level variable costs, s is the sample standard deviation and 𝑋𝑋 is the sample mean.  The formula for the 

coefficient of variation of mean variable costs estimated from survey results is: 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋 =
𝑠𝑠𝑋𝑋
𝑋𝑋
�𝑁𝑁−𝑛𝑛
𝑁𝑁−1

=

𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋�
𝑁𝑁−𝑛𝑛

𝑛𝑛(𝑁𝑁−1)
 , where the standard error for the sample mean is 𝑠𝑠𝑋𝑋 = 𝑠𝑠

𝑋𝑋
 ; N is the survey target 

population size, and n is the survey sample size.  The associated margin of error for a 95% confidence 

interval for the mean variable cost is +/- 1.96 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋�
𝑁𝑁−𝑛𝑛

𝑛𝑛(𝑁𝑁−1)
 , where 1.96 is the 97.5th percentile of a 

standard normal random variable.  With a target population size of 133+ and 67 survey respondents, 
estimated mean variable costs would thus achieve an approximate margin of error of +/- 18.0% 
for HPN vessels and +/- 5% for DGN vessels with 95% confidence. 
 
The example above is one of many potential examples for the various sample data categories, and the 
CVs will vary for different sample statistics and may not be the same for this new survey as for the 
previous one.  It is likely that different levels of precision will be obtained for other statistics calculated 
from survey results.   
 
This is a one-time survey specifically designed to reduce the burden to the respondents. 
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
A number of methods will be used to maximize survey response rates:  First, the survey team will work 
with industry group representatives to encourage survey participation.  Second, respondents are asked to 
provide only information necessary to perform intended analysis and questions are structured in the most 
logical fashion to prevent repetition or unnecessary detail.  Third, the interview form has been tested and 
will be implemented based on methods found most effective in those tests.  Those methods include: 
taking advantage of opportunities to test interviews in person at industry events (such as NMFS captain 
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orientation meetings); following up with non-respondents to conduct surveys by phone or email; and Dr. 
Hanan leveraging close relationships, personal and professional, with industry leaders and individual 
fishermen forged over 30 years working with the fleet. Fourth, different versions of the survey instrument 
will be prepared to tailor the survey to different groups of participants, thereby reducing the form to the 
minimum length necessary to collect the requested information. 
 
Testing for non-response bias will be based on considerable data available for all members of the survey 
population. Data on vessel physical characteristics and landings are available for both survey respondents 
and non-respondents from the federal logbooks, and will be used to test the representativeness of survey 
respondents.  No personally identifiable information will be provided to NMFS; the fishermen are aware 
of this and trust Dr. Hanan to follow through with this stipulation as he has done in previous surveys. 
 
If non-response bias appears evident in our survey results, efforts will be made to contact groups that are 
under-represented to achieve a balance among different groups (different vessel sizes, fishing methods 
and levels of participation).  If non-response bias still appears evident in our survey responses after such 
an effort, weighted averages and weighted sums based on the distribution of groups will be used to adjust 
the bias.   
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
The survey has been reviewed and edited extensively by representatives of NMFS/SWFSC with extensive 
experience in administering surveys in the West Coast commercial fishing industry.  
 
DGN-HPN industry leaders provided a review of the survey and the survey was also pretested by 
commercial swordfish participants.  Testing included nine (9) individuals, which therefore did not require 
prior approval from OMB. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Agency Coordinator: 
Stephen Stohs, PhD 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
8901 La Jolla Shores Drive 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
(858) 546-7084 
 Stephen.Stohs@noaa.gov 
 
Contractor: 
Doyle Hanan, PhD 
President, Hanan & Associates, Inc. 
PO Box 8914 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
drhanan@cox.net 
doyle@hanan.associates 
www.hanan.associates 
 
 

mailto:%20Stephen.Stohs@noaa.go
mailto:drhanan@cox.net
mailto:doyle@hanan.associates
http://www.hanan.associates.com/


 
January 1, 2017 
 
Instructions 
  
To gauge economic impacts of proposed and existing regulations, federal fishery managers must have accurate 
baseline economic information for the West Coast Swordfish Fishery.  Without this information, an accurate 
assessment of the potential economic impacts of fishery conservation and management cannot be made, making 
it difficult for fishery managers to best protect the economic interests of fishery participants. 
 
We have developed an in-person survey to provide vital economic information about the West Coast Swordfish 
Fishery regarding the harvesters, fishing vessels, spotter plane pilots, aircraft, and processors.    Section 1 is to 
be completed only by fishermen who operate drift gillnet, harpoon, longline, or deep set buoy gear fishing 
vessels; Sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 are specifically for participants in each of those respective fisheries; Section 6 is 
only for spotter plane pilots; Section 7 is only for fish processors, and Section 8 is only for completion by 
former swordfish participants who are no longer fishing swordfish. Section 9 is for all participants to express 
their opinions. 
 
It is very important that you understand that this is a voluntary survey.  Any information submitted to NMFS in 
response to this survey will not be disclosed at an individual level except to: (1) Dr. Doyle Hanan, the federal 
contractor administering the survey who is bound to release data only to NMFS; (2) NMFS employees and 
Pacific Fishery Management Council employees who are responsible for fishery monitoring; (3) state 
employees pursuant to an agreement with the Secretary of Commerce that prevents the disclosure of this 
information; or (4) when required by court order.  The public reporting burden for completing this form is 
estimated to average one (1.0) hour per response.  No data submitted by any participant will be publicly 
released in a manner which allows identification of individual proprietary information.  Any publicly released 
information will be grouped to include no fewer than two (2) other individuals.  

The survey will be conducted at your home port or other convenient location that you and Doyle Hanan choose. 
We will call you in the next couple weeks to set up this appointment or if we miss you, please call Doyle 
to set up a convenient time (858-518-2233). Thank you very much for your participation. 

 
 Dr. Doyle Hanan 
 Hanan & Associates, Inc. 
 PO Box 8914 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
858.518.2233 
Email: doyle@hanan.associates 

 
Send comments regarding this survey or burden estimate to:  

Dr. Stephen Stohs 
NMFS SWFSC 
8604 La Jolla Shores Drive 
La Jolla, CA 92037-1508 
Stephen.Stohs@noaa.gov 
858.546.7084 

mailto:doyle@hanan.associates
mailto:Stephen.Stohs@noaa.gov


WEST COAST SWORDFISH FISHERY ANNUAL COST and EARNINGS SURVEY 
2015-16 & 2016-17 Fishing Seasons 

 

2 
 

 
Section 1: Vessel Information for Drift Gillnet, Harpoon, Longline or Deep Set 
Buoy Gear Only 
 

1 Owner:    Operator:              
2 Captain:    
3 Vessel Name:           
4 Position of person filling out form:  
5 Contract captain used?     2015-2016  □ Yes □ No    

     2015-2016 % of time:                     
2016-2017   □ Yes □ No  
2016-2017 % of time:                   

6 Year current captain was born 19____ 
7 Captain: years fishing  yrs 
8 Captain: years operating current fishing vessel  yrs 
9 Year vessel purchased   
10 Purchase price  $ 
11 Estimated replacement value of vessel $ 
12 Insured replacement value of vessel $ 
13 Vessel purchase loan principle balance $ 
14 Vessel loan payments                                                             $                                            yr/mo?             
15 Time remaining on this loan                        Yrs                     Mos 
16 Vessel depreciation and amortization 2015-2016 $  2016-2017 $ 
17 Capital Construction Fund (CCF) contributions 2015-2016 $  2016-2017 $ 
18 Total Insurance cost: (vessel, liability, and health combined) 2015-2016 $  2016-2017 $ 
19 Do you participate in a cooperative fishermen’s pool?       □ Yes       □ No 
20 Electronics (Check all on vessel):  □  INMARSAT  □ Cellular phone  □ VHF radio  □ CB Radio  □ SSB Radio        

□ Video plotter   □ Autopilot   □ Satellite navigation   □ Computer   □ Depth sounder   □ Radar   □ Sonar  □ GPS                   
□ Doppler Radar  □ Temperature sensor  □ Weather fax  □ Other:  

21 Total Electronics Cost  2015-16 $ 2016-2017 $ 
22 Refrigeration:  □ Brine Spray,   □ Chiller,   □ Blast Freeze □ Other 
     a)  Year purchased   

  b)  Purchase price $ 
  c)  Maintenance Costs               2015-2016 $  2016-2017 $ 

23 Icemaker?      □ Yes       □ No 
a)  Year purchased  

  b)  Purchase price $ 
24 Total crew per trip (exclude captain) Crew: 
25 Fishing shares (percentage or actual cash)            2015-2016            2016-2017 

  a)  Boat /Vessel  ____%  or  $ ______   ____%  or  $ ______   
b)  Captain ____%  or  $ ______   ____%  or  $ ______   
c)  2nd Captain ____%  or  $ ______   ____%  or  $ ______   
d)  Engineer ____%  or  $ ______   ____%  or  $ ______   
e)  Crew  ____%  or  $ ______   ____%  or  $ ______   
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Section 1: Continued 
            2015-2016 ↓       2016-2017 ↓  

26 Annual mooring or slip / berthing fees (if charged separately) $ $ 
27 Shipping costs $ $ 
28 Annual fuel and oil costs                          If Total: $ $ 

  a)  Fuel                    If Separate: $ $ 
b)  Oil                    If Separate: $ $ 

29 Annual food costs  $ $ 
30 Engine replacement costs    Year $ $ 
31 Annual total vessel repairs and maintenance $ $ 
  a) Does this include haul out fees? □ Yes    □ No     □ Yes    □ No     
  b) Haul out fee if charged $ $ 
32 Fishing association membership dues       (Please circle month or year) $   Mo/Yr $      Mo/Yr 
33 Total license fees (local, state, federal, combined) $ $ 
34 Total County or Landing, vessel and berthing fees $ $ 
35 Total business travel (car, airplane, train, other____________________) $ $ 
36 Total vehicle expenses $ $ 
  a) Cost of new vehicle if purchased $ $ 
37 Off-vessel fish storage/refrigeration  expenses $ $ 
38 Office expenses  $ $ 
39 Total fishing trips per year this vessel (all types of commercial fishing)  trips trips 
40 Total days per trip on average days days 
41 Total days fished per trip on average  days days 
42 Did you use a spotter plane?   □ Yes    □ No     □ Yes    □ No     
43 For how many trips did you use a spotter plane?  trips trips 
44 Do you own the plane? (If yes please fill out Section 6)  □ Yes     □ No     □ Yes     □ No     
45 If rental plane, what was the rental fee?   $  per $  per 
46 Who is responsible for paying for fuel and oil for the plane?   
     a) Total fuel cost (if known): $ $ 
     b) Total oil cost (if known): $ $ 
     c) Total if combined (if known): $ $ 
47 If pilot was paid a share or percentage of catch/gross/etc. please provide: ___% or $____   ___% or $___   

48 If pilot was paid a flat-rate, please provide:         $           per___ $          per___ 
49 Do you share the cost of a spotter plane or pilot with others? □Yes□ No 

indicate your share as a percentage or dollar amount (please circle units) 
___% or $____ 
per: Day/Mo/Yr  

___% or $___ 
per: Day/Mo/Yr  

50 How did you decide to use the spotter plane? □ Weather  □ Availability   
□ Spotter Ability  □ Cost  □ Increased catch  (Check all that apply)  

□ Other: □ Other: 

51 Did increased catch justify the cost of using the plane?     □ Yes     □ No     □ Yes     □ No     
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Section 2: Questions for Drift Gillnet Fishery (DGN) Participants Only 
             2015-2016 ↓ 2016-2017 ↓  

1 Total fishing trips per year this vessel (DGN fishing)  trips trips 
2 Total days per trip on average (DGN) days days 
3 Total days fished per trip on average (DGN) days days 
4 Net configurations used during 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 and Targeted species:  
 In 2015-2016 net used for what fishery/species (SWD, Shark, Bluefin, Yellowfin, other)  List Target Fish↓  
    a) Net 1: Length                   (ft/fm) Depth                (ft/fm) Mesh                  (inches)  
  b) Net 2: Length                   (ft/fm)  Depth                (ft/fm) Mesh                  (inches)  
  c) Net 3: Length                   (ft/fm) Depth                (ft/fm) Mesh                  (inches)  

 In 2016-2017 net used for what fishery/species (SWD, Shark, Bluefin, Yellowfin, other) List Target Fish ↓ 
  d) Net 1: Length                   (ft/fm) Depth                (ft/fm) Mesh                  (inches)  
  e) Net 2: Length                   (ft/fm) Depth                (ft/fm) Mesh                  (inches)  
  f) Net 3: Length                   (ft/fm) Depth                (ft/fm) Mesh                  (inches)  

5 How much extra net (auxiliary or for repair) kept on vessel?       Length:                                                (ft/fm) 
6 Current drift net total initial cost $ 
7 Current drift net year purchased Year: 

  a) Current drift net remaining useful life expectancy    years 
b) Current pingers brand and remaining 

useful life expectancy 
 

   years 
c) Drift net equipment costs 2015-2016 $ 2016-2017 $ 
d) Drift net maintenance & repair cost 2015-2016 $ 2016-2017 $ 
e) Lost gear, depredation, other costs, 

Please Specify: 
 
 
 
 

2015-2016 $ 2016-2017 $ 

8 Total Catch & Revenue  
Drift Gillnet Fishery 

2015-2016 
CATCH 
(Specify Units) 

2015-2016 
REVENUE 

2016-2017 
CATCH 
(Specify Units) 

2016-2017 
REVENUE 

a) Swordfish  $  $ 
b) Shark  $  $ 
c) Tuna  $  $ 
d) Other (list) 

 
 
 
 

 $  $ 
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Section 3:  Questions for Harpoon Fishery Participants Only 
                       2015-2016   ↓                2016-2017 ↓  

1 Total fishing trips per year this vessel (HPN fishing)  trips trips 

2 Total days per trip on average (HPN) days days 

3 Total days fished per trip on average (HPN) days days 
4 Why do you harpoon? (Check all that apply) □ Primary source of income □ Opportunistic/supplemental   

□ Recreational  □ Tax write-off Income   □ Lower fuel costs  □ Most cost efficient method of fishing 
□ Other: 

5 Percentage of your fishing income from harpooning 2015-2016    % 2016-2017          % 
6 How many harpooning trips did you fish other gear?            2015-2016 2016-2017 

 a) Troll                         Trips                               Trips 
b) Hook and Line                        Trips         Trips 
c) Longline                        Trips                               Trips 
d) Pots                        Trips                               Trips 
 e) Other                        Trips                               Trips 

7 Total harpoon gear costs? (gun, retrofitting, plank, 
floats, line, and other ________________________) 

$ $ 

8 Other fishing costs, Please Specify: 
 
 
 

$ $ 

9 Total Catch & Revenue  
Harpoon Fishery 

2015-2016 
CATCH Specify 

Units  
(#, lbs, or both) 

2015-2016 
REVENUE 

2016-2017 
CATCH Specify 

Units  
(#, lbs, or both) 

2016-2017 
REVENUE 

 a) Swordfish  $  $ 
b) Shark  $  $ 
c) Tuna (Specify___________)  $  $ 
d) Other (please list): 

 
 
 
 

 $  $ 
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Section 4: Questions for Longline Participants Only 
                2015-2016   ↓            2016-2017 ↓  

1 Total fishing trips per year this vessel (LL fishing)  trips trips 
2 Total days per trip on average (LL) days days 
3 Total days fished per trip on average (LL) days days 
4 Longline gear purchase price $  
   a)  Year purchased  
   b)   Expected longevity Yrs 
   c)   Longline length   Miles 
5   Annual longline operating costs              Total if combined: $ 
   a)  Gangion/branch lines                 If separate: $ 
   b)  Hooks                   If separate: $ 
   c)  Bait                  If separate: $ 
   d)  Trans-shipment costs                If separate: $ 
6 Total Catch & Revenue  

Longline Fishery 
2015-2016 

CATCH (Specify 
Units) 

2015-2016 
REVENUE 

2016-2017 
CATCH (Specify 

Units) 

2016-2017 
REVENUE 

 a) Swordfish  $  $ 
 b) Shark  $  $ 
 c) Tuna  $  $ 
 d) Other (list)  $  $ 
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Section 5:    Questions for Deep Set Buoy Gear Participants Only 
          2015-2016 ↓                2016-2017 ↓  

1 Total fishing trips per year this vessel (DSBG fishing)  trips trips 
2 Total days per trip on average (DSBG) days days 
3 Total days fished per trip on average (DSBG) days days 
4 Buoy Gear purchase price $  
   a)  Year purchased  
   b)   Expected longevity Yrs 
   c)   Main Line length   Miles 
5   Annual buoy gear operating costs                   Total if combined: $ 
   a)  Gangion/branch lines                      If separate:  
   b)  Hooks                        If separate: $ 
   c)  Bait                       If separate: $ 
   d)  Trans-shipment costs                     If separate: $ 
6 Total Catch & Revenue  

Longline Fishery 
2015-2016 

CATCH (Specify 
Units) 

2015-2016 
REVENUE 

2016-2017 
CATCH (Specify 

Units) 

2016-2017 
REVENUE 

 a) Swordfish  $  $ 
 b) Shark  $  $ 
 c) Tuna  $  $ 
 d) Other (list)  $  $ 
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Section 6:  Questions for Spotter Plane Pilot or Owner Only 
 
1 Owner:     Operator:  
2 Year pilot was born 19____ 
3 Years as a spotter pilot           yrs 
4 Type of airplane   
5 Year built  
6 Year purchased  
7 Purchase price $ 
8 Estimated replacement value of airplane $ 
9 Insured replacement value of airplane $ 
10 Airplane purchase loan principle balance $ 
11 Airplane loan payments                                                             $      per 
12 Time remaining on this loan           yrs        mos 
13 Airplane depreciation and amortization $ 
14 Electronics (Check all on airplane):  □  INMARSAT  □ Cellular phone  □ VHF radio  □ CB Radio  □ SSB 

Radio  □ Computer   □ Radar   □ GPS   □ Other:  
15 Total Electronics Cost  
16 Total Insurance cost: (vessel, liability, and health combined) 2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
 Total Annual Cost (book keeping and tax preparation)        2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
17 Engine(s) horse power   hp   hp 
18 Fuel consumption   gal/hr          gal/hr 
19 Annual Operating Costs:    
     a)  Number of gallons of fuel and oil (combined or split)   gal.   gal. 
     b)  Total fuel and oil costs while fishing (combined) 2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
     c)  Maintenance  2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
     d)  Parts (tires, brakes, engine, etc.) 2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
      f)  Transit of the plane to/from fishing grounds 2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
     g)  Equipment (GPS, binoculars, software, etc.) 2015-2016  $ 2016-2017  $ 
20 Total Flight Days and Hrs Spotting: 2015-2016 2016-2017 
     a)  Swordfish   Days  Ave Hrs/day Days          Ave Hrs/day 
     b)  Shark    Days  Ave Hrs/day Days          Ave Hrs/day 
      c)  Tuna  Days  Ave Hrs/day Days          Ave Hrs/day 
     d)   Small Pelagics  (Anch/Sard/Mac) Days  Ave Hrs/day Days          Ave Hrs/day 
     e)  Other    Days  Ave Hrs/day Days          Ave Hrs/day 
21 Total Catch & Revenue Spotter Plane 2015-2016 

CATCH (Specify 
Units) 

2015-2016 
Spotter Plane 

Revenue 

2016-2017 
CATCH (Specify 

Units) 

2016-2017 
Spotter Plane 

Revenue 
 a)  Swordfish  $  $ 
b)  Shark  $  $ 
c)  Tuna  $  $ 
d)  Small Pelagics  $  $ 

      e)  Other: 
 Explain: 
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Section 7: Questions for Processor Participants Only 
             

1 Owner:                   
2 Operator: 
3 Business Name: 
4 Position of person filling out form: 
5 Corporation Type: 
6 Year incorporated: 
7 Year purchased: 
8 Purchase price: $ 
  2015-2016   2016-2017 
9 Annual accountant fees $ $ 
10 Annual Rent, Lease, or Mortgage costs (circle which applies) $ $ 
11 Outstanding loan amounts $ $ 
12 Total annual labor costs $ $ 
13 Building & equipment maintenance $ $ 
14 Insurance costs: 
      a)  FDIC $ $ 
      b)  Workers comp $ $ 
      c)  Health insurance costs $ $ 
      d)  Longshore & Harbor workers  $ $ 
     e)  Pension funding $ $ 

15 Harbor fees $          $          
16 Telephone costs $ $ 
17 Vehicle costs   
      a)  Maintenance (non-vehicular) $ $ 
      b)  Insurance $ $ 
      c)  Fuel $ $ 
      d)  New purchases $ $ 
18 Maintenance costs $ $ 
19 Total swordfish purchased (please specify number or weight)   
20 Total cost swordfish purchased $ $ 
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Section 8: Questions for Former Swordfish Participant/Operator Only 
 

1 Name owner/operator:              
2 Were you the Captain    □ Yes      □ No 
3 Vessel Name          
4 Position person filling out form 
5 Last year fished  
6 Year captain was born 19____ 
7 Captain: years fishing yrs 
8 Captain: years operating fishing vessel yrs 
9 Do you currently participate in a commercial fishery? □Yes  □No If yes, which fishery(s)  

10 Why did you leave the Swordfish fishery (please briefly describe)? 
 
Economics? □Yes  □No 
 
 
 
Regulations? □Yes  □No 
 
 
 
Other? □Yes  □No 
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Section 9: Additional West Coast Swordfish Fishery Survey  

Questions for All Participants 
 
 

1. How have you participated in the swordfish fishery either up to the present or in the past? Check all that apply. 
□ Longline fisherman 
□ Drift gillnet fisherman 
□ Harpoon fisherman 
□ Spotter pilot 
□ Processor plant manager or equivalent 
□ Skipper 
□ Vessel owner 
□ Other __________________________ 
 
 
 

2. From your perspective, what impact has regulation of the west coast swordfish fishery had on the fishery in which 
you participate? (Please be specific regarding regulations and their impacts.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What gears should be authorized for use to target swordfish off the West Coast? 
□ Longline 
□ Drift gillnet 
□ Harpoon 
□ Buoy 
□ Other __________________________ 
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Section 9: Continued 
 

4. Are hard caps for marine mammal and sea turtle species an effective bycatch management tool?  
□ Yes 
□ No 

In a few words, please explain why you answered “Yes” or “No”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5. Did you know the PFMC is soliciting applications for, and has issued Exempted Fishing Permits to target 
swordfish using deep-set buoy gear in California over the last few years? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Do you have any interest in applying for an Exempted Fishing Permit to target swordfish using deep-set buoy 
gear?  
□ Yes 
□ No 

In a few words, please explain why you answered “Yes” or “No”  
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Section 9: Continued 
 

7. Should the level of commercial swordfish fishing activity on the West Coast of the U.S. change? 
□ Yes, commercial swordfish fishing activity on the U.S. West Coast should increase. 
□ No, commercial swordfish fishing on the U.S. West Coast should stay the same or decrease. 
 

In a few words, please explain why you answered “Yes” or “No”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Are you concerned that changing environmental conditions (weather, local target or protected species abundance, 
etc.) will affect the operation of the West Coast Swordfish Fishery or the related fishing community?  
□ Yes, environmental change will affect the operation of the West Coast Swordfish Fishery. 
□ No, environmental change will have no effect. 

 If yes, in a few words, what are some impacts that you expect? 
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Section 9: Continued 
 

9. If the Pacific Fishery Management Council amended the Highly Migratory Species Fishery Management Plan to 
authorize shallow or deep-set longline fishing within the West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone to target 
swordfish, would you potentially be interested in participating? 
□ Yes, I would potentially be interested to participate in a West Coast Shallow-set Longline Swordfish Fishery. 
□ No, I would not be interested to participate. 
Explain in a few words why or why not.  

 



    UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
 Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
 8901 La Jolla Shores Drive 
 La Jolla, CA 92037-1508 
date 
 
Dear Vessel Owner / Captain, 
  
We are writing to ask your help in improving the understanding of the west-coast swordfish fisheries 
by participating in a voluntary study contracted by NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Science Center.  We 
have enclosed the survey in this mailing with a postage paid addressed envelope addressed to the 
contractor who will keep all data confidential.  I hope that you can help in this study and can take the 
time to complete the survey and send it back. 
  
The most recent data that NOAA has on the costs and earnings of CPFV businesses in California is 
from 2011.  We are asking you to help provide the information that will be used to provide updated 
and accurate estimates of these fisheries’ economic contributions to local communities and the US 
West Coast.  This information can also be used to estimate the impact that changes in economic, 
environmental, and management conditions may have on these fisheries.  The study survey will focus 
on two primary types of information: (1) business costs and earnings to be used for assessing the 
economic contribution and financial performance of this fleet, and (2) your opinions about the 
economic state of swordfish fisheries.   
 
Over the last several months, Doyle Hanan of Hanan&Associates has tried to reach you to schedule an 
in-person confidential interview.  If you would prefer to complete the survey in-person or by 
telephone, please contact Doyle at (858) 832-1159 or by email at doylehanan@gmail.com. 
  
Data collected will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without 
identification as to its source. The information collected will be aggregated (averaged with at least two 
other businesses) for reporting purposes to insure your confidentiality when reported to resource 
managers or the public. 
 
While your participation is voluntary, we hope that you can help us in this research.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Stephen Stohs, PhD 
NOAA Fisheries, Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
Fisheries Resource Division, Economics Group 
858-546-77084  (Stephen.stohs@noaa.gov) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Stephen.stohs@noaa.gov


    UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
 Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
 8901 La Jolla Shores Drive 
 La Jolla, CA 92037-1508 
 
 
 
Dear Westcoast Swordfish Fishery Participant,    Date 
NOAA/NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center economists have contracted with Dr. Doyle Hanan 
to conduct an economic survey of the fleet fishermen, pilots, and processors. This survey is similar to 
one done a few years ago and is necessary to advise the Pacific Fisheries Management Council about 
past and present costs/earnings in this important fishery so the Council can make informed 
management decisions based on economic impacts to participants. Doyle will be calling you in the 
next two weeks to set up an interview for the survey. Please look for his call or call him at 858-518-
2233. 
Thank you, 
Stephen Stohs, PhD 
NMFS/ SWFSC 
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in for-profit and nonprofit areas. The 
purpose of this meeting is to review and 
discuss the work of the private sector 
contractor, which assists the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) in administering the 
Award, and information received from 
NIST and from the Chair of the Judges’ 
Panel of the Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award in order to make such 
suggestions for the improvement of the 
Award process as the Board deems 
necessary. The Board shall make an 
annual report on the results of Award 
activities to the Director of NIST, along 
with its recommendations for the 
improvement of the Award process. The 
agenda will include: Report from the 
Judges Panel of the Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award, Baldrige 
Program Business Plan Status Report, 
Baldrige Foundation Fundraising 
Update, Products and Services Update, 
and Recommendations for the NIST 
Director. The agenda may change to 
accommodate Board business. The final 
agenda will be posted on the NIST 
Baldrige Performance Excellence Web 
site at http://www.nist.gov/baldrige/ 
community/overseers.cfm. The meeting 
will be open to the public. 

Individuals and representatives of 
organizations who would like to offer 
comments and suggestions related to the 
Board’s affairs are invited to request a 
place on the agenda. On December 6, 
2016 approximately one-half hour will 
be reserved in the afternoon for public 
comments, and speaking times will be 
assigned on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The amount of time per speaker 
will be determined by the number of 
requests received, but is likely to be 
about 3 minutes each. The exact time for 
public comments will be included in 
the final agenda that will be posted on 
the Baldrige Web site at http://
www.nist.gov/baldrige/community/ 
overseers.cfm. Questions from the 
public will not be considered during 
this period. Speakers who wish to 
expand upon their oral statements, 
those who had wished to speak, but 
could not be accommodated on the 
agenda, and those who were unable to 
attend in person are invited to submit 
written statements to the Baldrige 
Performance Excellence Program, NIST, 
100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 1020, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland, 20899–1020, 
via fax at 301–975–4967 or 
electronically by email to nancy.young@
nist.gov. 

All visitors to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology site must 
pre-register to be admitted. Please 
submit your name, time of arrival, email 
address and phone number to Nancy 
Young no later than 5:00 p.m. Eastern 

Time, Tuesday, November 29, 2015 and 
she will provide you with instructions 
for admittance. Non-U.S. citizens must 
submit additional information and 
should contact Ms. Young for 
instructions. Ms. Young’s email address 
is nancy.young@nist.gov and her phone 
number is (301) 975–2361. For 
participants attending in person, please 
note that federal agencies, including 
NIST, can only accept a state-issued 
driver’s license or identification card for 
access to federal facilities if such license 
or identification card is issued by a state 
that is compliant with the REAL ID Act 
of 2005 (P.L. 109–13), or by a state that 
has an extension for REAL ID 
compliance. NIST currently accepts 
other forms of federal-issued 
identification in lieu of a state-issued 
driver’s license. For detailed 
information please contact Ms. Young or 
visit: http://www.nist.gov/public_
affairs/visitor/. 

Kevin Kimball, 
NIST Chief of Staff. 
[FR Doc. 2016–26081 Filed 10–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; West Coast 
Swordfish Fishery Survey 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, offers the general 
public and other Federal agencies this 
opportunity to comment on proposed 
and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before 60 days after 
date of publication of this notice. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 

directed to Stephen Stohs, (858) 546– 
7084 or stephen.stohs@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new collection of 
information. 

The Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center (SWFSC) is undertaking an 
economics data collection effort for the 
West Coast Swordfish Fishery (WCSF) 
in order to improve the SWFSC’s 
capability to do the following: (1) 
Describe and monitor economic 
performance (e.g., profitability, capacity 
utilization, efficiency, and productivity) 
and impacts (e.g., sector, community, or 
region-specific employment and 
income); (2) determine the quantity and 
distribution of net benefits derived from 
living marine resources; (3) understand 
and predict the ecological, and behavior 
of participants in Federally managed 
commercial fisheries; (4) predict the 
biological, ecological, and economic 
impacts of existing management 
measures and alternative proposed 
management actions; and (5) in general, 
more effectively conduct the analyses 
required under the MSA, the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPDA), the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), and Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (RFA), Executive Order 
12866, and other applicable law. 

II. Method of Collection 

WCSF participants will be contacted 
and screened to participate in the data 
collection. A cost and earnings survey 
will be scheduled and administered to 
eligible respondents as appropriate. 
Screener, scheduling and survey modes 
may include in-person, Internet, phone, 
or mail. 

WCSF participants are defined as 
current or former participants in the 
United States (U.S.) west-coast 
swordfish fisheries—drift gillnet, 
longline, harpoon and experimental 
deep-set buoy gear—and suppliers of 
support services to the fishery, such as 
processors and spotter-plane pilots. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–xxxx. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Businesses or other 
for-profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
50. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes for screener; 5 minutes to 
schedule survey for qualified and 
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interested respondents; 60 minutes for 
survey. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 95. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: October 24, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–26051 Filed 10–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Marine Protected Areas Federal 
Advisory Committee; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries (ONMS), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice of open meeting. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of a 
meeting via web conference call of the 
Marine Protected Areas Federal 
Advisory Committee (Committee). The 
web conference call is open to the 
public; participants can dial in to the 
call. Participants who choose to use the 
web conferencing feature in addition to 
the audio will be able to view the 
presentations as they are being given. 
DATES: Members of the public wishing 
to participate in the meeting should 
register in advance by Wednesday, 
November 9, 2016. 

The meeting will be held Thursday, 
November 10, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
EDT. These times and the agenda topics 
described below are subject to change. 
Refer to the Web page listed below for 
the most up-to-date meeting agenda. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held 
via web conference call. Register by 
contacting Nicole Capps at 
Nicole.Capps@noaa.gov or 831–647– 
6451. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lauren Wenzel, Designated Federal 
Officer, MPA FAC, National Marine 
Protected Areas Center, 1305 East West 
Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910. (Phone: 240–533–0652); email: 
lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov; or visit the 
National MPA Center Web site at http:// 
www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/ 
fac/). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Committee, composed of external, 
knowledgeable representatives of 
stakeholder groups, was established by 
the Department of Commerce (DOC) to 
provide advice to the Secretaries of 
Commerce and the Interior on 
implementation of Section 4 of 
Executive Order 13158, on marine 
protected areas. 

Matters To Be Considered: The focus 
of the meeting is a discussion of the 
Committee’s work on MPA connectivity, 
including voting on draft 
recommendations. The agenda is subject 
to change. The latest version will be 
posted at http://
www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/ 
fac/. 

Dated: October 11, 2016. 
John Armor, 
Acting Director, Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2016–26074 Filed 10–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Procurement List; Deletions 

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled. 
ACTION: Deletions from the Procurement 
List. 

SUMMARY: This action deletes a product 
and services from the Procurement List 
previously furnished by nonprofit 
agencies employing persons who are 
blind or have other severe disabilities. 
DATES: Effective November 27, 2016. 

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled, 1401 S. Clark Street, Suite 
715, Arlington, Virginia 22202–4149. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Barry S. Lineback, Telephone: (703) 
603–7740, Fax: (703) 603–0655, or email 
CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Deletions 
On 9/16/2016 (81 FR 63744–63745) 

and 9/23/2016 (81 FR 65629–65630), the 
Committee for Purchase From People 
Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled 
published notices of proposed deletions 
from the Procurement List. 

After consideration of the relevant 
matter presented, the Committee has 
determined that the product and 
services listed below are no longer 
suitable for procurement by the Federal 
Government under 41 U.S.C. 8501–8506 
and 41 CFR 51–2.4. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification 
I certify that the following action will 

not have a significant impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
The major factors considered for this 
certification were: 

1. The action will not result in 
additional reporting, recordkeeping or 
other compliance requirements for small 
entities. 

2. The action may result in 
authorizing small entities to furnish the 
product and services to the Government. 

3. There are no known regulatory 
alternatives which would accomplish 
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner- 
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 8501–8506) in 
connection with the product and 
services deleted from the Procurement 
List. 

End of Certification 
Accordingly, the following product 

and services are deleted from the 
Procurement List: 

Product 

NSN(s)—Product Name(s): 8030–01–347– 
0979—Compound, Corrosion 
Preventative, Type I, Class I 

Mandatory Source(s) of Supply: The 
Lighthouse for the Blind, St. Louis, MO 

Contracting Activity: General Services 
Administration, Kansas City, MO 

Services 

Service Type: Temp. Admin/General Support 
Service 

Mandatory for: National Institute of Health, 
31 Center Dr., Bethesda, MD 

Mandatory Source(s) of Supply: Columbia 
Lighthouse for the Blind, Washington, 
DC 

Contracting Activity: Dept of Health and 
Human Services 

Service Type: Medical Transcription 
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