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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF FLORIDA REEF DIVING AND SNORKELING  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Understanding the economic impacts of reef diving and snorkeling  has been a top priority for 
the coral reef managers of the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program and local business 
interests in South Florida for a number of years. Local and state partners have been requesting an 
update or repeat of the 2001 NOAA Coral Reef Survey (OMB# 0648-0410) to improve the 
understanding of divers’ and snorkelers’ expenditure patterns and to estimate the economic 
impact of coral reef related spending by divers and snorkelers.  In addition this project supports 
purpose, goals, and objectives of the Coral Reef Conservation Act (2000).  Results of the survey 
will be used to inform coastal resource management planning and establish a baseline for 
outreach and education. The expenditure survey is also expected to provide useful information 
for local economic and business interests. 
 
The survey will collect coral reef related expenditure information directly from the coral reef 
user community with a specific focus on scuba divers and snorkelers.  Economic impacts will be 
calculated utilizing the expenditure data collected through the surveys.  Economic impact models 
developed by NMFS economists (and compatible with IMPLAN software) will be used to 
estimate the impacts of diving and snorkeling on coral reefs on the Florida economy. 

 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The information and economic impacts generated from the survey data will be useful for Federal, 
state, and local management entities interested in the economic impacts of the use of Florida’s 
reefs.  These entities may use the information to examine the consequences of projects, policies, 
or regulations that may affect reefs – favorably or adversely.  The economic estimates generated 
from the survey will be published and also available to anyone requesting the information.  The 
survey will collect information only on expenditures associated with the respondent’s last reef 
dive or snorkel trip and effort over the past 12 months, and very limited demographic 
information.   
 
In addition, we will prepare a paper for peer-reviewed publication that describes the outcomes of 
this survey.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
Q1:  screening question to determine if the respondent is eligible to complete the survey  - i.e. 
have they taken a dive or snorkel trip to a Florida reef during the last 12 months.  
 

http://www.coris.noaa.gov/activities/actionstrategy/08_cons_act.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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Q2 – Q3A: establish estimates of diving and snorkeling effort.  
 
Q4 – Q5:  determine the percentage of dive and snorkel trips that are taken to artificial reefs and 
to naturally occurring reefs in Florida. 
 
Q6 – Q10:  Questions that will determine which version of the survey the respondent will see.  
All respondents will receive the expenditure question for durable goods, D1 & D2.  However, if 
respondents took a shore trip that did not involve nights away from home they will only see 
expenditure questions from E1 and E2.   
 
**Note that E1, E3, E5, E7, E9, and E11 are also used as screener questions so that respondents 
will only be asked about their expenditures on items they stated they purchased.  This reduces 
the respondent’s need to write “0”s for many questions on expenditures and we believe it will 
help reduce their burden and improve the accuracy of the data they do report.  
 
Q11 – Q12:  allow economic impacts to be calculated for county’s listed 
 
Q13 – Q15A:  very minimal demographic questions including age, gender, and county of 
residence if a Florida resident. 
 
Q16:  track the source of outreach 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The data will be collected via a voluntary survey that respondents will take online.  The survey 
will be programmed to include prompts and skip patterns that are not viable using a mail survey.  
Further, the opportunistic sampling method that this survey must employ necessitates the use of 
an online survey.  (See Part B for description of the methodology).   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
As mentioned, this is a follow up activity from a previous study conducted 15 years ago.  
Working with collaboraters in the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and three 
county governments, we ascertained that the information this survey will collect does not exist in 
an updated form, and there was no identification of ongoing efforts to produce the information.   
A literature review found one study that estimated expenditures and economic impacts from 
scuba diving certification courses performed in Florida, but this is only a small subset of 
expenditures associated with diving (and not snorkeling) and, arguably, is not limited to reefs, as 
diving certification can be used to dive in all marine and fresh water sites in Florida, in other 
states, and internationally.     
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Not Applicable. 
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6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
As stated above, information produced from previous collections have been deemed important 
for conservation budgeting and planning in the state of Florida and have benefitted commercial 
entities dependent on coral reef resources. Continuing to use the data from 15 years ago can 
result in biased and/or inaccurate economic impact estimates and may impact budget allocations, 
environmental mitigation and research support for coral reef management. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The most cost-efficient method (and likely the only method) to implement a large-scale 
expentidture survey targeting SCUBA divers and snorkelersof coral reefs in South Florida is 
through a non-random, opportunistic sampling method. A sampling frame for this population 
does not exist, and constructing a frame would be prohibitively expensive, if even possible.  
Therefore the survey will be programmed online and hosted on a specific website, and the link to 
the survey will be broadly distributed via a number of entities associated with the diving and 
snorkeling industry in Florida.  The survey will be 2 pages long and takes approximately 10 
minutes to complete.   
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
record keeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice ‘Economic Impacts of Diving and Snorkeling Expenditures in 
Southern Florida’ was published on Friday January 22, 2016 (81 FR 3782), soliciting public 
comment.  No comments were received  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the survey instrument, all data collected is anonymous and will not be released for 
public use except in aggregate statistical form.  Further, the survey is electronic and is distributed 
through opportunistic sampling methods, which do not require the respondent to fill out their 
name or any other identifying information.   
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There are no questions of a sensitive nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The proposed collection will require approximately 333 burden hours (2,000 estimated 
respondents at 10 minutes per response.   
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no start-up, capital, or maintenance costs associated with this collection.  No new or 
specialized equipment is needed to respond to this collection.  There is no 
recordkeeping/reporting cost, as the survey will be conducted online. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The duration of this survey will be for approximately 6 months; thus, the annualized cost is the 
one-time cost of the survey.  The total estimated Cost to Government is $13,500.  Of that amount 
$10,000 will be used to program and host the survey and maintain survey responses, $2,500 will 
be used to print and mail postcards containing the survey website to registered Florida boaters, 
and $1,000 will be used to print and mail postcards for six southern Florida dive shops to 
distribute to clients.  All analysis and reporting will be done as part of the regular duties of 
NMFS and NOAA economists.   
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new submission. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
All results will be entered in a database using standard quality assurance/quality control 
procedures in survey research.  Economists from NOAA Fisheries will analyze the data using 
standard software (e.g. SAS and IMPLAN) and standard statistical procedures that are 
appropriate for survey data.  Results from this collection may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications, and would follow prescribed statistical 
tabulations and summary table formats. Data will be available to the general public on request in 
summary form only.  
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17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.  
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF FLORIDA REEF DIVING AND SNORKELING  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 

 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g., establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The sampling strategy used in this data collection is opportunistic.  The respondent universe that 
this survey will target includes scuba divers and snorkelers who have visted natural and/or 
artificial reefs in Florida during the past twelve (12) months, and a sampling frame does not exist 
for this population.  Constructing such a frame would be prohibitively expensive, if it could be 
done at all.  Therefore we have enlisted the help of a number of diving and snorkeling groups, 
listed below, to help us with outreach efforts and in providing the link to take the survey in their 
electronic correspondence with members.   
 
In addition we will mail a random sample of registered Florida boaters a postcard containing the 
survey website address and asks them to participate in the survey.   
 
Finally we will provide the same postcards to six dive shops in southern Florida that work with 
the organization Divers Direct. The dive shop clients and patrons that are interested in taking the 
survey will be given the postcard containing the survey website address.  
 
Entities expected to assist in distributing information containing the survey link.   
 

Entities 
Expected number of 
individuals reached  

Divers Direct  
  General electronic correspondence with members 25,000 
  Six dive shops in southern Florida 1,800 
Diver Alert Network magazine circulation 150,000 
Sport Diver magazine circulation 100,000 
Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PADI)   
  General electronic correspondence with members 25,000 
  Project Aware electronic correspondence with members 5,000 
National Association of Underwater Instructors (NAUI)  
  General electronic correspondence with members 15,000 
  NAUI Green Diver Initiative electronic correspondence with members 5,000 
Scuba Schools Intertational  15,000 
Florida Boater Registry 2,500 
League of Extraordinary Divers Website 50,000 
TOTAL 394,000 with possible 

duplication 
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While the invitation to participate in the survey will be on a rather broad scale, we expect the 
number of respondents to be a fraction of the number to whom the information is sent.  We 
expect a return of approximately 2,000 respondents for several reasons.  We acknowledge that 
opportunistic sampling can generate relatively low responses, and there may be overlap in a 
general distribution approach (e.g., many recipients will receive the information through multiple 
sources). In addition, in order to be eligible to participate respondents must have taken a reef 
dive or snorkel trip in Florida during the last 12 months, and this requirement will reduce the 
pool of eligible respondents, though it will improve the precision of the economic impact 
estimates of reefs diving and snorkeling.   
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
As described above, in order to reach the target population we must employ an opportunistic 
sample.  The entities described above will assist us in distributing the survey link, and we will 
provide a brief introductory paragraph concerning the purpose of the survey.  There will be no a-
priori stratification; however, post stratification of the data may be possible based on survey 
responses (e.g., frequency of dives, Florida resident vs visitor etc…).  We will use standard 
economic impact modeling techniques, primarily IMPLAN, to estimate the economic impacts of 
divning and snorkeling on Florida reefs.   
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
As a sampling frame does not exist, we will not be able to systematically address non-response 
bias.  However, we have taken steps to maximize the number of surveys completed, including 
making the survey a brief, concise, and clear instrument, limiting the number of open-ended 
questions, and revising the survey based on feedback from focus groups conducted in 
Hollywood, FL.  In addition we have involved the use of a number of professional dive entities, 
gear distributors, and dive shops, described in the table above, in conducting outreach activities 
that alert to the importance of completing the survey and providing the survey link in their 
outreach and/or correspondence materials.  
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval.  
 
Prior to the survey implementation, NOAA Fisheries conducted a focus group with 8 scuba 
divers and snorklers in Hollywood, FL.  Their feedback was used to revise language and  
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questions in the survey and to ensure that material is understood and interpreted by the 
respondent as intended.   
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Design, Analysis, Report: Kristy Wallmo, NOAA Fisheries,  301-427-8190 
Data collection:  Gustavo Rubio, ECS Federal, contracting company, 301-427-8180  
 



How important are reef diving & snorkeling to Florida’s economy?

John Doe
123 Main Street
Anytown, ST 12345



Been diving or snorkeling in Florida in the last 12 months?
If so, please participate in the Florida Reef Diving & Snorkeling Economic Survey

Diving and snorkeling cost money. Whether money is spent on equipment 
rentals and purchases, guided dives, or lodging we know that your hobby is 
very important to the Florida economy. 

But how important is it? That is where you come in. You can help us determine 
exactly how important reef diving and snorkeling are to Florida’s economy.

The data collected in this survey will give managers the information they need 
to make informed decisions about environmental mitigation, research priorities, 
and budget allocations.

Your participation in this voluntary survey is highly encouraged. Please visit 
www.website.com
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Notes on survey: 

 
Text in blue will should display the italicized text in ( ) when mouse hovers over 
Text in red indicates a programming note – mostly for skip patterns
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Florida Reef Diving and Snorkeling Expenditure Survey 
 

This survey is completely voluntary. 

OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx.  Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx.  Public reporting burden for this information collection is 
estimated to average 10 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or other 
suggestions for reducing this burden to Kristy Wallmo, 301-427-8190 or Kristy.Wallmo@noaa.gov. All data 
collected in this survey is anonymous and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form.  
The survey does not ask for any information that will allow for personal identification.  Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for 
failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, 
unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  

Q1. During the last 12 months did you take a saltwater dive or snorkel trip to a natural or artificial reef in 
Florida? (Artificial reefs includes sunken boats, ships, planes, or other man-made structures or substrates 
that attract marine life)  

 Yes  
 No 
 I am unsure 

 
If no or unsure, please thank and terminate the survey.   

Q2. About how many saltwater dive or snorkel trips did you take to natural or artificial reefs in Florida during 
the last 12 months?  

__________Dive trips  

__________Snorkel trips 

 
Q3. On average, has the number of saltwater dive or snorkel trips you take per year to natural or artificial 

reefs in Florida … 

 Increased during the last 5 years 
 Decreased during the last 5 years 
 Stayed about the same during the last 5 years 
 I am unsure 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Kristy.Wallmo@noaa.gov


Page | 2  
 

 
 
 
If respondent chose “Decreased during the last 5 years” ask Q3A.  Otherwise skip to Q4. 
Q3A. What are the primary reasons the number of saltwater dive or snorkel trips you take per year to natural 

or artificial reefs in Florida has decreased? (Check all that apply) 

 Change in personal financial circumstances  
 Change in amount of time available to dive or snorkel 
 Deterioration in reef conditions  
 Deterioration in ocean water quality  
 Move or relocation 
 Other 

 
Q4. About what percentage of your saltwater dive or snorkel trips taken in Florida during the last 12 months 

were to artificial reefs?     

__________ % 
 
The next questions are about your MOST RECENT saltwater dive or snorkel trip to a natural or artificial reef in 
Florida.   
 
Q5. Was your most recent trip to a  

 Natural reef  
Name of reef or dive/snorkel site______________________________ 

 Artificial reef 
Name of reef or dive/snorkel site______________________________ 

 I am unsure 
 
Q6. Was your most recent trip a  

 Dive trip 
 Snorkel trip  

 
Q7. Was your most recent trip taken from 

 A charter boat (a boat run by a scuba or snorkel company) 
 A private/rented boat (a boat that you or someone else owns or that was rented)   
 Shore,  no boat was involved in the trip  

 
Q8. Was your most recent trip part of a longer vacation or work trip involving one or more nights away from 

home?  

 Yes  
 No 

 
If respondent chose “Yes” to Q8 ask Q9 and Q10.  Otherwise skip to D1. 
 
Q9. How many nights did you spend away from home on your vacation/work trip? 

__________nights 

 
Q10. How many days did you spend diving or snorkeling on your vacation/work trip?  
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__________days 

 
D1. The next question asks about equipment you may have bought for your most recent saltwater dive or 

snorkel trip to natural or artificial reefs in Florida.  The question is only about items you bought, not items 
you rented.   

 
Please check the items that you bought for your most recent saltwater dive or snorkel trip to natural or 
artificial reefs in Florida.  Include items you bought for yourself or others, but not items someone else 
bought for you.  

 
 Mask, goggles, fins, snorkel 
 Wetsuit 
 Bathing suit or sunscreen 
 Knife/spear 
 Regulator, BC vest, weights/belt, tank 
 Check here if you did not purchase any of these items 

 
Populate Table D2 ONLY with items checked in D1. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table D2. 
 
 
D2. For the items that you checked, please indicate the amount you spent, and the percentage of the expense 

that was in Florida.   
 
 
 
Item 
 

Amount spent 
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 

 
 
 
After completing D1 and D2 (if applicable) use the following skip pattern: 
 
Respondents who checked “Shore” in Q7 and “NO” to Q8 receive E1 and E2. 
 
Respondents who checked “Charter boat” in Q7 and “NO” to Q8 receive E3 and E4. 
 
Respondents who checked “Private/rented boat” in Q7 and “NO” to Q8 receive E5 and E6. 
 
Respondents who checked “Shore” in Q7 and “YES” to Q8 receive E7 and E8. 
 
Respondents who checked “Charter boat” in Q7 and “YES” to Q8 receive E9 and E10. 
 
Respondents who checked “Private/rented boat” in Q7 and “YES” to Q8 receive E11 and E12.  
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E1. The next question asks about other expenditures related to your most recent saltwater dive or snorkel 
trip to natural or artificial reefs in Florida.  Please check the items below that you bought for yourself or 
others, but not items someone else bought for you.  

 
 Equipment rental such as mask, fins, snorkel, wetsuit, regulator, tank, BC vest, etc. 
 Air for tank 
 Auto, truck, or RV fuel 
 Auto, truck, or RV rental 
 Public transportation (taxi, bus, ferry, etc.) 
 Tolls 
 Site access fees (parking fees, state or county park fees, ramp fees, etc.) 
 Food and beverages from stores 
 Food and beverages from restaurants 
 Ice 
 Check here if you did not have any of these expenditures 

 
 
Populate TableE2 ONLY with items checked in E1. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table E2 
and proceed to Q11. 
 
 
E2. For the items that you checked, please indicate the amount you spent, and the percentage of the expense 

that was in Florida.   
 
 
 
Item 
 

Amount spent 
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 
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E3. The next question asks about other expenditures related to your most recent saltwater dive or snorkel 
trip to natural or artificial reefs in Florida.  Please check the items below that you bought for yourself or 
others, but not items someone else bought for you. 

 
 Charter trip cost 
 Equipment rental that was not included in trip cost  
 Tips/gratuities paid to staff 
 Auto, truck, or RV fuel 
 Auto, truck, or RV rental 
 Public transportation (taxi, bus, ferry, etc.) 
 Tolls 
 Site access fees (parking fees, state or county park fees, ramp fees, etc.) 
 Food and beverages from stores 
 Food and beverages from restaurants 
 Ice 
 Check here if you did not have any of these expenditures  

 
Populate TableE4 ONLY with items checked in E3. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table E4 
and proceed to Q11. 
 
E4. For the items that you checked, please indicate the amount you spent, and the percentage of the expense 

that was in Florida.   
 
 
 
Item 

Amount spent 
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 
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E5. The next question asks about other expenditures related to your most recent saltwater dive or snorkel 
trip to natural or artificial reefs in Florida.  Please check the items below that you bought for yourself or 
others, but not items someone else bought for you. 

 
 Equipment rental such as mask, fins, snorkel, wetsuit, regulator, tank, BC vest, etc. 
 Air for tank  
 Boat fuel/oil 
 Boat rental 
 Auto, truck, or RV fuel 
 Auto, truck, or RV rental 
 Public transportation (taxi, bus, ferry, etc.) 
 Tolls 
 Site access fees (parking fees, state or county park fees, ramp fees, etc.) 
 Food and beverages from stores 
 Food and beverages from restaurants 
 Ice 
 Check here if you did not have any of these expenditures   

 
Populate TableE6 ONLY with items checked in E5. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table E6 
and proceed to Q11. 
 
 
E6. For the items that you checked, please indicate the amount you spent, and the percentage of the expense 

that was in Florida.   
 
 
 
Item 
 

Amount spent 
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 
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E7. The next question asks about other expenditures related to saltwater diving and snorkeling you did as 
part of your vacation/work trip.  Please check the items below that you bought for yourself or others, but 
not items someone else bought for you. 

 
 Airfare 
 Lodging 
 Equipment rental such as mask, fins, snorkel, wetsuit, regulator, tank, BC vest, etc. 
 Air for tank 
 Auto, truck, or RV fuel 
 Auto, truck, or RV rental 
 Public transportation (taxi, bus, ferry, etc.) 
 Tolls 
 Site access fees (parking fees, state or county park fees, ramp fees, etc.) 
 Food and beverages from stores 
 Food and beverages from restaurants 
 Ice 
 Check here if you did not have any of these expenditures  

 
 
Populate TableE8 ONLY with items checked in E7. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table E8 
and proceed to Q11. 
 
 
E8. For the items that you checked, please indicate the total amount you spent during your entire 

vacation/work trip, and the percentage of the expense that was in Florida.   
 
 
 
Item 
 

Total amount spent  
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 
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E9. The next question asks about other expenditures related to saltwater diving and snorkeling you did as 
part of your vacation/work trip.  Please check the items below that you bought for yourself or others, but 
not items someone else bought for you. 

 
 Airfare 
 Lodging 
 Charter trip cost 
 Equipment rental that was not included in trip cost  
 Tips/gratuities paid to staff 
 Auto, truck, or RV fuel 
 Auto, truck, or RV rental 
 Public transportation (taxi, bus, ferry, etc.) 
 Tolls 
 Site access fees (parking fees, state or county park fees, ramp fees, etc.) 
 Food and beverages from stores 
 Food and beverages from restaurants 
 Ice 
 Check here if you did not have any of these expenditures 

 
Populate TableE10 ONLY with items checked in E9. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table 
E10 and proceed to Q11. 
 
 
E10. For the items that you checked, please indicate the total amount you spent during your entire 

vacation/work trip, and the percentage of the expense that was in Florida.  
 
 
 
Item 
 

Total amount spent  
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 
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E11. The next question asks about other expenditures related to saltwater diving and snorkeling you did as 
part of your vacation/work trip.  Please check the items below that you bought for yourself or others, but 
not items someone else bought for you. 

 
 Airfare 
 Lodging 
 Equipment rental such as mask, fins, snorkel, wetsuit, regulator, tank, BC vest, etc. 
 Air for tank  
 Boat fuel/oil 
 Boat rental 
 Auto, truck, or RV fuel 
 Auto, truck, or RV rental 
 Public transportation (taxi, bus, ferry, etc.) 
 Tolls 
 Site access fees (parking fees, state or county park fees, ramp fees, etc.) 
 Food and beverages from stores 
 Food and beverages from restaurants 
 Ice 
 Check here if you did not have any of these expenditures  

 
Populate TableE12 ONLY with items checked in E11. If respondent did not purchase any items do not show Table 
E12 and proceed to Q11. 
 
 
E12. For the items that you checked, please indicate the total amount you spent during your entire 

vacation/work trip, and the percentage of the expense that was in Florida.   
 
 
 
Item 

Total amount spent  
(Round to the nearest dollar) 

What % of this expense 
was spent in Florida? 
(0 - 100%) 

Item $____________.00 ____________% 
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Q11. From what city in Florida did your dive or snorkel trip originate?  ______________________________ 
 
Q12. About how many of the dive and snorkel trips that you took during the last 12 months left from  

(write a “0” if you did not take any trips that left from that county) 

 Broward county__________ 

 Martin county__________ 

 Palm Beach county__________ 

 Miami-Dade county__________ 

 
Q13. Are you  

 Male 
 Female 

 
Q14. In what year were you born? __________ 
 
Q15. Are you a resident of Florida?   

 Yes    
 No 

 
If respondent chose “YES” then ask Q15A. 

 
Q15A. In what county do you reside? ______________________________ 

 
 

Q16. How did you receive your invitation to complete this survey? 
 Received a postcard in the mail with link to survey 
 Took a postcard from a dive or snorkel shop that had survey link 
 Received the survey link through a listserv, newsletter, or electronic mail 
 Heard about the survey from someone else and went to the link on my own 
 Other______________________________ 

 
 

Thank you very much for your participation in this survey. 
Please use the space below to add any additional comments you have. 
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the conservation and survival of the 
species; (2) objective, measurable 
criteria which, when met, would result 
in the species being removed from the 
list; and (3) estimates of the time and 
costs required to achieve the plan’s goal 
and the intermediate steps towards that 
goal. 

The U.S. DPS of smalltooth sawfish 
(Pristis pectinata) was listed as 
endangered under the ESA on April 1, 
2003 (68 FR 15680) subsequent to a 
1999 listing petition from The Ocean 
Conservancy. Smalltooth sawfish were 
once prevalent throughout Florida and 
were encountered from Texas to North 
Carolina. Currently, smalltooth sawfish 
can only be found with any regularity in 
south Florida between the 
Caloosahatchee River and the Florida 
Keys. The smalltooth sawfish recovery 
team prepared a recovery plan in 2009. 
Then in 2010, NMFS completed the first 
5-year review for the species. NMFS 
will consider all substantive comments 
and information presented during the 
public comment period in the course of 
drafting each of these documents. 

Public Solicitation of New Information 
To ensure that the 5-year review is 

complete and based on the best 
available scientific and commercial 
information, we are soliciting new 
information from the public, 
governmental agencies, Tribes, the 
scientific community, industry, 
environmental entities, and any other 
interested parties concerning the status 
of smalltooth sawfish in U.S. waters. 
Categories of requested information 
include: (1) Species biology including, 
but not limited to, population trends, 
distribution, abundance, demographics, 
and genetics; (2) habitat conditions 
including, but not limited to, amount, 
distribution, and suitability; (3) 
conservation measures that have been 
implemented that benefit the species; 
(4) status and trends of threats; and (5) 
other new information, data, or 
corrections. Any new information will 
be considered during the 5-year review 
and will also be incorporated, as 
appropriate, into the recovery plan 
update. 

In regards to the recovery plan, we are 
soliciting relevant information related to 
smalltooth sawfish and their habitats, 
including: (1) Criteria for removing 
smalltooth sawfish from the list of 
threatened and endangered species; (2) 
human activities that contribute to the 
ESA listing factors (section 4(a)(1)(A)– 
(E)); (3) strategies and/or actions 
necessary to recover smalltooth sawfish; 
(4) critical knowledge gaps and/or 
uncertainties that need to be resolved to 
better inform recovery efforts; and (5) 

research, monitoring and evaluation 
needs to address knowledge gaps and 
uncertainties, to assess the species’ 
status, or to evaluate progress in 
addressing the ESA listing factors 
relative to recovery goals. Upon 
completion, the updated recovery plan 
will be available for public review and 
comment through the publication of a 
Federal Register Notice. 

Authority 

The authority for this action is the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Dated: January 19, 2016. 
Angela Somma, 
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–01239 Filed 1–21–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Economic Impacts 
of Diving and Snorkeling Expenditures 
in Southern Florida 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 22, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Kristy Wallmo, 301–427– 
8190 or kristy.wallmo@noaa.gov 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new collection of 
information. 

The objective of the survey will be to 
understand divers’ and snorkelers’ 
expenditures associated with 
recreational coral reef diving activities 
in South Florida. The survey will also 
collect information on divers’ attitudes, 
preferences, and concerns about 
recreational diving and coral reefs 
health in South Florida. We are 
conducting this survey to improve our 
understanding of divers’ expenditure 
patterns and to estimate the economic 
impact of coral reef related spending. 
Results of the survey will be used to 
inform coastal resource management 
planning and establish a baseline for 
outreach and education. The 
expenditure survey is also expected to 
provide useful information for local 
economic and business interests. 

II. Method of Collection 

The survey will be conducted using 
two modes: Mail and Internet. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–XXXX. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individual 
recreational divers and snorkelers. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,500. 

Estimated Time per Response: 20 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 500. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 
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Dated: January 15, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–01195 Filed 1–21–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE405 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold a three-day meeting. 
DATES: The meeting will be held 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
February 9–11, 2016 beginning at 9 a.m. 
on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 and 
ending at 1 p.m. on Thursday, February 
11, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
Double Tree by Hilton New Bern, 100 
Middle Street, New Bern, NC 28560; 
telephone: (252) 638–3585. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N. State 
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 
telephone: (302) 674–2331 or on their 
Web site at www.mafmc.org. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, telephone: (302) 
526–5255. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

The Executive Committee will hold a 
closed session to discuss Scientific and 
Statistical Committee membership and 
process. The Collaborative Research 
Committee will review and discuss 
preliminary alternatives for long-term 
collaborative research. The Council will 
convene to consider comments from the 
Unmanaged Forage Fish Fishery 
Management Team, Ecosystems and 
Ocean Planning Advisory Panel, and 
Ecosystems and Ocean Planning 
Committee meetings on list of species, 
management alternatives, and other 
aspects of the amendment and review 
and approve the public hearing 
document. A presentation will be 
offered to the Council on the Northeast 

Regional Ocean Council Party/Charter 
Electronic Reporting Project. 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 
The Council will convene to review 

the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries 
Management Interactions White Paper 
and discuss the first draft of the 
Ecosystems Approach to Fisheries 
Management Guidance Document. The 
Fisheries Dependent Data Project will be 
presented. Ricks E Savage Award will 
be presented. The Law Enforcement 
reports will be presented by NOAA 
Office of Law Enforcement and the U.S. 
Coast Guard. The Council will review 
the Advisory Panel input for Scup Gear 
Restricted Areas (Framework Meeting 
2), review analysis of the impacts, and 
select the final alternative. The Council 
will select preferred alternatives for the 
Omnibus Industry Funded Monitoring 
Amendment for standard cost 
responsibilities, framework provisions 
for Industry Funded Monitoring 
Programs, service provider 
requirements, a prioritization process to 
allocate federal funding, and monitoring 
set-asides. 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 
The Council will receive an update on 

implementation activities for the Marine 
Recreational Information Program. The 
Naming of the Deep Sea Coral 
Protection Areas will be discussed. The 
day will conclude with brief reports 
from the National Marine Fisheries 
Service’s GARFO and the Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center, NOAA’s 
Office of General Counsel, the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC), the New England and South 
Atlantic Fishery Council’s liaisons and 
the Regional Planning Body Report. The 
Council will also receive the Council’s 
Executive Director’s Report, the Science 
Report, and a Committee Report for the 
Collaborative Research Committee, and 
discuss any continuing and/or new 
business. 

Although other non-emergency issues 
not contained in this agenda may come 
before this Council for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subjects of formal 
action during this meeting. Council 
action will be restricted to those issues 
specifically listed in this notice and any 
issues arising after publication of this 
notice that require emergency action 
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens act, provided that the public 
has been notified of the Council’s intent 
to take final action to address the 
emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 

sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to M. 
Jan Saunders, (302) 526–5251, at least 5 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: January 15, 2016. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–01217 Filed 1–21–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Procurement List; Addition and 
Deletions 

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled. 
ACTION: Addition to and Deletions from 
the Procurement List. 

SUMMARY: This action adds a service to 
the Procurement List that will be 
provided by the nonprofit agency 
employing persons who are blind or 
have other severe disabilities, and 
deletes products and a service from the 
Procurement List previously furnished 
by such agencies. 
DATES: Effective Date: 2/21/2016 
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled, 1401 S. Clark Street, Suite 
715, Arlington, Virginia 22202–4149. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Barry S. Lineback, Telephone: (703) 
603–7740, Fax: (703) 603–0655, or email 
CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Addition 
On 7/17/2015 (80 FR 42481–42483), 

the Committee for Purchase From 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled published notice of proposed 
addition to the Procurement List. 

After consideration of the material 
presented to it concerning capability of 
qualified nonprofit agency to provide 
the service and impact of the addition 
on the current or most recent 
contractors, the Committee has 
determined that the service listed below 
is suitable for procurement by the 
Federal Government under 41 U.S.C. 
8501–8506 and 41 CFR 51–2.4. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification 
I certify that the following action will 

not have a significant impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
The major factors considered for this 
certification were: 

1. The action will not result in any 
additional reporting, recordkeeping or 
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