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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
U.S. CARIBBEAN COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN CENSUS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0716 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for  revision and extension of an information collection to enhance the 
management of fishery resources in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. In the last iteration, there 
were funds only for the U.S. Virgin Islands; this time, the focus will be on Puerto Rico. 
  
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposes to conduct a survey of commercial 
small scale fishermen operating in the United States (U.S.) Caribbean. The proposed socio-
economic study will collect information on demographics, fishing and marketing practices, 
capital investment on fishing vessels, gear, and equipment, and miscellaneous attitudinal 
questions. The data gathered will be used for the development of fishery management plans and 
amendments which require descriptions of the human and economic environment and to conduct 
socio-economic analyses of regulatory proposals.  
 
The paucity of socio-economic data is a significant hurdle in evaluation of regulatory proposals 
in the region. Local trip tickets are the only continuous data collection in the region. These 
programs mainly collect landings and fishing effort data. Therefore, periodic socio-economic 
data collections are required to gather current cultural, economic, and social information for the 
development of amendments to fishery management plans. Up-to-date socio-economic data is 
needed to support the Agency’s conservation and management goals, to strengthen and improve 
decision-making, and to satisfy legal mandates under the Reauthorization of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act  (MSA), the Regulatory Flexibility Act 
(RFA), the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
Executive Order 12866 (EO 12866), and other pertinent statutes. 
 
The MSA mandates that conservation and management measures prevent over-fishing and obtain 
an optimum yield (OY) on a sustained basis. It also established new requirements to end and 
prevent overfishing with the use of annual catch limits (ACLs) and accountability measures 
(AMs). Moreover, MSA requires that conservation and management measures take into account 
the importance of fishery resources to fishing communities in order to: (a) provide for the 
sustained participation of such communities, and (b) to the extent practicable, minimize any 
adverse economic impacts on such communities.   
 
The need and the authorization to collect these socio-economic data are found in the MSA, 16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq., the RFA, 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq., the NEPA, 42 U.S.C. 4372 et seq., and EO 
12866. The MSA states that the collection of reliable data is essential to the effective 
conservation, management, and scientific understanding of the fishery resources of the United 
States. The nation's fisheries should be "conserved and maintained so as to provide OYs on a 
continuing basis". Furthermore, eight of the ten National Standards under the MSA, which 
provide guidance to the regional fishery management councils, have implications for economic 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://archive.sba.gov/advo/laws/regflex.html
http://epw.senate.gov/esa73.pdf
http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/regs/nepa/nepaeqia.htm
http://www.plainlanguage.gov/populartopics/regulations/eo12866.pdf
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analyses. For example, under section 303 (a) (9) of the MSA, a fishery management plan must 
include a Fishery Impact Statement (FIS), which assesses, specifies, and describes the likely 
effects of the conservation and management measures on participants in the fisheries being 
managed, fishing communities dependent on these fisheries, and participants in fisheries in 
adjacent areas.  
 
Under the RFA, the Small Business Administration needs a determination of whether a proposed 
rule has a significant impact on a substantial number of small entities that are to be directly 
regulated. For RFA purposes, one of the criteria to determine significant economic impact 
involves an assessment of the change in short-term accounting profits for small entities. The 
NEPA requires a determination of whether Federal actions significantly affect the human 
environment. This requires a number of socio-economic analyses including the impact on entities 
that are directly regulated and those that are indirectly affected. In addition, EO 12866 mandates 
an economic analysis of the benefits and costs to society of each regulatory alternative 
considered by the fishery management councils, and a determination of whether the rule is 
significant. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
One-time, voluntary surveys will be used to collect socio-economic information in Puerto Rico. 
This will be a collaborative effort with the local fishery agency, namely Puerto Rico’s 
Department of Natural and Environmental Resources (PR DNER) who has conducted these 
censuses in the past.  
 
The interviews will be mainly conducted in person; however, some interviews maybe conducted 
over the telephone as needed to minimize any burden on the fishermen. We anticipate that the 
contractor (to be determined) will be hiring local port agents and local university students to 
assist conducting the interviews, creating the database, and analyzing the data.  The current lists 
of the registered fishermen with their contact information will be provided by PR DNER.  
 
PR DNER estimates that there are 2,000 fishermen of which 1,236 report landings statistics (i.e., 
“active” fishermen) so the plan is to interview the entire population of ‘active’ fishermen plus a 
stratified sample of the 764 fishermen who are not reporting landings statistics. We anticipate 
sampling about 73% of the non-reporting (fishery statistics) population. In total, we anticipate 
sampling 1,500 Puerto Rican fishermen (1051+449 fishermen using an 85% response rate for the 
‘active’ fishermen population and 80% response rate for the non-reporting population – these 
estimates are based on the U.S.Virgin Islands response rates).  
 
The information collected (in combination with existing trip ticket data) will be of practical 
utility since NMFS needs it for descriptive and analytical purposes. The data will be used to 
describe the human and economic environment of the local fisheries and to conduct socio-
economic analyses of regulatory proposals. This information is required for the development of  
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U.S. Caribbean fishery management plans and amendments. The proposed survey will collect 
socio-economic data which otherwise would be unavailable. 
 
The survey collects information on the following: 1) demographic background, 2) fishing and 
marketing practices, 3) capital description and investment in vessels, gear, and fishing 
equipment, and 4) miscellaneous attitudinal questions. The Puerto Rican survey was written in 
English and Spanish to minimize the burden on local respondents. 
 
The ‘demographic background’ section elicits miscellaneous demographic information such as 
fisherman’s age, number of dependents, and formal education achievement.  
 
The ‘fishing and marketing practices’ section probes about the fisherman’s role in the fishing 
vessel (captain vs. crew), fishing experience, participation level (e.g., full-time vs. part-time), 
main gear types used, main species targeted, time spent on fishing and fishing related activities 
(e.g., fixing gear, marketing), crew size, participation in fishing cooperatives, main launching 
sites, and type of fishing license held. It also asks about the main markets, icing practices, and 
type of fish processing conducted (e.g., gutting, scaling) 
 
The ‘capital description and investment in vessels, gear, and fishing equipment’ section inquires 
about vessel ownership, vessel characteristics (e.g., length, age, type of hull, number of engines 
and horsepower), electronics and fishing equipment owned (e.g., GPS, fish finders, winches), 
counts and description of various gear types (e.g., nets, hook and line, pots and traps) and 
approximate value of the capital invested in the fishing operation. 
 
The ‘miscellaneous attitudinal questions’ section gathers information on their perceptions about 
the state of the resource and coral reefs, easiness to find employment outside fishing, household 
financial well-being and main socio-economic affecting the fishery. 
 
The data collected in the above sections will be used to characterize the population of fishermen, 
which is necessary for the description of the human and economic environment in fishery 
management plans and amendments. Data from the ‘capital description and investment’ and 
‘miscellaneous attitudinal questions’ sections will also provide valuable data to explore issues of 
fishing engagement and dependence. 
 
The information collected will be disseminated to the public and used to support publicly 
disseminated information. NOAA Fisheries Service will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA 
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to Question 10 of 
this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior 
to dissemination, the information will be subject to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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The socio-economic data needed will be primarily collected using in-person interviews (and/or 
telephone interviews in cases where it is easier for respondents) because they are more versatile 
and less burdensome than mail surveys. We do not anticipate using online questionnaires 
because of the limited access to internet in some parts of the U.S. Caribbean. In addition, in-
person interviews may be preferable because many of the answers do not lend themselves to 
simple ‘yes/no’ answers and because of the presence of a few open-ended questions, which are 
burdensome to complete in written form (inadvertently leading to higher non-response rates). 
Moreover, in-person surveys allow the interviewer to explore the logic and/or reasoning behind 
the ranking of certain answers.  
 
We do not anticipate that the contractor (to be determined) will be using laptops or other 
electronic devices to record answers since a few of the questions will be open ended. Typing 
verbatim could extend the length of the interview, which would further burden the interviewees 
and result in incomplete surveys.  
 
The data collected will not be available to the public over the internet given its confidential 
nature. However, a report summarizing the salient, aggregated results will be available online 
once the data collection and analysis is completed. Also, some of the key results will appear in 
upcoming human and economic environment descriptions of U.S. Caribbean fishery 
management plans and amendments. 
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
We contacted the Caribbean Fishery Management Council (CFMC) and PR DNER to inform 
them about our intention to collect socio-economic data and to inquire about other on-going or 
prospective data collections in the area. These agencies noted that they were not planning nor 
they were aware about any current or planned data collections that targeted commercial 
fishermen. The last data commercial collection in the region was a costs and earnings study. 
Also, as noted earlier, the last commercial census in Puerto Rico was conducted in 2008.   
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Most commercial fishing operations in the U.S. Caribbean are owner or family-operated small 
businesses. We have taken several steps to minimize the burden on these small businesses. First, 
we designed the survey instrument so that only the minimum data requirements for present and 
future management needs are collected. Surveys will be available in English and Spanish to 
reduce any burden to non-English speaking fishermen. Second, responses to the in-person survey 
will be voluntary. Fishermen, who do not wish to participate in the interviews, can choose not to 
partake. Third, the interviews will be conducted at times and places that are convenient to 
fishermen. This will minimize any potential disruption to their fishing practices. Last, the 
wording of the past local surveys (i.e., commercial fishermen censuses) is maintained to account 
for regional differences particularly when discussing gear types.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
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not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If the proposed information were not collected (or collected less frequently), then NOAA and the 
CFMC would not be able to adequately satisfy the legal requirements put forth by the MSA, 
NEPA, and EO 12898. These mandates require regional fishery management councils to 
establish conservation and management measures, which take into account the importance of 
fishery resources to fishing communities in order to provide sustained fishing community 
participation and to minimize, to the extent possible, adverse economic impacts on such 
communities. Furthermore, these requirements also mandate that regional fishery management 
councils to establish conservation and management measures using the best available 
information.  
 
The absence of up-to-date socio-economic information would limit the Agency’s ability to 
describe the human and economic environment in fishery management plans and amendments, to 
estimate the socio-economic impacts of management proposals and to examine the performance 
of existing regulations. Hence, the advantages and disadvantages of regulatory proposals would 
continue to be debated without sound data. Current information would also minimize the 
likelihood of unforeseen impacts of existing regulations. In addition, the availability of current 
information would minimize the likelihood of unforeseen impacts of existing regulations and 
court challenges on the grounds of deficient analysis. Last, the collection of detailed 
socioeconomic data will allow fishery managers to make timely and better-informed decisions by 
having the best scientific information available. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner 
inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register notice soliciting public comment on the proposed data collection was 
published on Monday, March 19, 2018. No public comments were received. 
 
In addition, we consulted with CFMC and PR DNER staff about the availability of socio-
economic data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, 
or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. They 
noted that the proposed data collection in Puerto Rico is sorely needed because the last census in 
Puerto Rico took place in 2008 1 and also because of the adverse impacts of the recent hurricanes 
                                                 
1 Matos-Caraballo, D. and J.J. Agar, 2011. Census of Active Fishermen in Puerto Rico (2008). Marine 
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(Irma and Maria). Mr.  Daniel Matos of PR DNER stressed the importance updating baseline 
census information because it would provide insight into fishermen’s coping strategies and 
would help assess the impact of disaster relief funds.   
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the survey instruments, respondents will be advised that any information provided 
will be considered private and will be treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA 
Administrative Order 216-100, Confidential Fisheries Statistics and section 402(b) of the MSA 
(16 U.S.C. 1881, et seq.). 
 
In addition, NMFS’ data confidentiality policy does not allow its employees to release 
confidential data, other than in aggregate form, as the MSA protects (in perpetuity) the 
confidentiality of those who submitted data. Whenever data are requested, the Agency will 
ensure that information identifying the pecuniary business activity of a particular individual is 
not identified.  Only group averages or group totals will be presented in any reports, publications, 
or oral presentations of the study's results. 
 
This information is covered by the Privacy Act System of Records COMMERCE/NOAA-11, 
Contact Information for Members of the Public Requesting or Providing Information Related to 
NOAA’s Mission. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
The survey does not inquire about sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, or other 
similar matters of a personal and sensitive nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We estimated that the number of respondents will be 1,500 and the time per response will be 
about 1/2 hour. Hence, we are requesting 750 burden hours. The half hour per response burden 
includes the time for reading the instructions, reviewing the questions, and completing the survey 
instrument. This estimate is based on the type of questions asked, length of the survey 
instrument, and the agency’s experience conducting similar surveys.   
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
                                                                                                                                                             
Fisheries Review, 73(1):13-27. 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
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12 above). 
 
There will be no financial cost to the public to participate in this study; only labor cost. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
We anticipate that the expenditures for this data collection and analysis will be around $100,000. 
This estimate covers the outlays for the following activities: training of interviewers, printing of 
forms, travel, data collection, data entry and quality control, and report writing. In addition to the 
above contractor expenses, federal costs include NMFS staff time. The NMFS staff will be 
responsible for developing and administering the contract, monitoring performance and 
reviewing the final report. We estimate that the cost NFMS supervision will be approximately 
$20,000/year. Thus, the total annualized (for 2 years) cost to the federal government would be 
$140,000. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
We will be conducting this survey in Puerto Rico, but the numeric estimate of the fisher 
population is basically the same as for US Virgin Islands (USVI) population. The number of 
responses has been adjusted to reflect the current USVI fisher population. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
We anticipate completing the data collection in Puerto Rico by September 2019 depending on 
funding. We also expect to complete the analysis and publish a technical report of the Puerto 
Rico data by May 2020. The technical report will be available online. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The OMB control number and expiration date will be displayed. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions to the certification statement.    
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
U.S. CARIBBEAN COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN CENSUS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The proposed data collection intends to sample commercial fishermen in the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico. In total, we plan to complete 1,500 surveys with commercial fishermen (Table 1). 
 
Puerto Rico: 
 
The Puerto Rican data collection will be structured in two phases. The first phase will replicate 
the method used in earlier censuses of active commercial fishermen dating back to 1988 when 
commercial licenses were optional. Briefly, personnel from PR DNER’s Commercial Fisheries 
Statistics Program, mainly port agents, will organize meetings in every fishing center (locally 
known as ‘villa pesquera’) to discuss the need for the census and to canvas commercial 
fishermen in attendance. Fishermen who do not attend these meetings will be identified with the 
assistance of the presidents of the fishing centers and other fishermen present at the meetings. 
Port agents will attempt to reach these elusive fishermen at the dock and/or at their homes. We 
anticipate interviewing about 1,236 fishermen in this fashion. This group represents mainly those 
“active” fishermen -- those who report landings statistics. This would likely sample most of the 
“active” fishers in the community which would be comparable to the population sampled in 
previous (“fishermen census1”) efforts. 
 
In the second phase, we would sample the “other” fishermen from the license database that were 
not sampled in the first phase. These “other” fishermen have a valid fishing license but do not 
report landings. Many of these “other” licenses holders are probably recreational fishermen who 
have them just to keep their options open (so that they can sell their catch to local restaurants) 
and occasional commercial fishermen who may fish sporadically to supplement their income 
from a full-time job. Given the part-time nature of their fishing activities it is likely that many do 
not bother filling out catch forms. Also, there may be a group of license holders who intend to 
become active fishermen but do not for various reasons (e.g., lack of time, damaged vessels 

                                                 
1 Matos-Caraballo, D. and Z. Torres-Rosado. 1989. Comprehensive census of the fishery of Puerto Rico, 
1988. CODREMAR Tech. Rep. 1(3):1–55; Matos-Caraballo, D. 1998. Puerto Rico Fishery Census. 
Proceedings of the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, 51:258–270; Matos-Caraballo, D., M. 
Cartagena-Haddock, and N. Peña-Alvarado. 2005. Comprehensive census of the marine fishery of Puerto 
Rico in 2002. Proceedings of the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, 56:97–110. 
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and/or equipment after the hurricanes). Currently, there is a total of 2,000 fishermen of which 
1,236 report landings statistics (i.e., above cited active fishermen) so if we want a representative 
sample of the remaining 764 licensed fishermen (who do not report landings) we need to 449 
completed surveys.  
 
Because the last commercial fishermen census in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico took place 
about 10 years ago, we used a slightly more conservative response rate than the one reported by 
Kojis, Quinn and Agar (2016) when they fielded an almost identical census form in St. Croix in 
2016  (85% vs 87%).2  St. Croix has a large percentage of fishermen of Puerto Rican descent. 
We used a 85% response rate for ‘active’ fishermen and a slightly lower response rate (80%) for 
the ‘other’ fishermen to reflect the greater uncertainty or anticipated greater difficulty in 
contacting members of this population since they are usually not found in ‘villas pesqueras’. 
 
Table 1: Sampling design for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Strata Population 
Size 

Survey 
Sample 

Expected 
Response 
Rate 

Expected  Number 
of Completed 
Surveys per Strata 

     
“Active” licensed fishermen 
(reporting landing statistics) 1,236 1,236 0.85 1051 
“Other” licensed fishermen (not 
reporting landing statistics) 764 561 0.80 449 

     
Total 2,000 1,797 - 1,500 

 
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
One time, voluntary surveys will be used to elicit information on demographics, fishing and 
marketing practices, vessel and fishing equipment, and miscellaneous attitudinal questions. The 
Puerto Rican data collection will be structured in two phases. The first phase will attempt to 
capture the entire population of active commercial fishermen (those who report landings 
statistics) to replicate the method used in earlier censuses of active commercial fishermen dating 
back to 1988 when commercial licenses were optional. In the second phase, we would sample 
the “other” licensed fishermen from the license database that were not sampled in the first phase. 
These “other” fishermen have a valid fishing license but do not report landings. For this “other” 
fishermen population, we anticipate using a stratified sampling, with the strata likely based on 
geographical region (and maybe municipality as well), license type (full-time, part-time, etc.), 
and/or age.  
  

                                                 
2 Kojis, B., N. Quinn, and J. Agar 2017. Census of licensed fishers of the U.S. Virgin Islands (2016). 
NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-715, 160 p. 



 
 

3 
 

To minimize the burden on fishermen, an updated list of licensed of fishermen for each 
municipality will be provided to the contractor (to be selected). The list will contain the 
following information: fisherman name, address, and phone number.   PR DNER agreed to 
provide the most recent list of licensed fishermen for this data collection effort. 
 
The data collected will be used for descriptive and analytical purposes. Descriptive uses include 
the estimation of average harvesting costs per trip and total harvesting costs for the fleet. The 
procedures for estimating harvesting costs in the sampling universe will be based on the standard 
equations available in various statistical texts such as Thompson (1992).3 For a description of 
analytical purposes the reader is directed to section Part A, Question 2. 
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with non-response. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
Several steps have been taken to maximize response rates and to deal with non-response. First, 
we are working with the port agents of the local fisheries agencies which have extensive 
experience with local fishing communities and practices. They have reviewed the survey 
instrument and made suggestions to improve its clarity. We anticipate that many of the port 
agents will be either facilitating or surveying themselves once a contract is put in place, given 
their familiarity with fishermen. Second, the in-person interviews will be conducted at times and 
places convenient to fishermen. This will minimize any potential disruption to their fishing 
practices. Third, respondents will be asked to provide easily conveyed information about 
demographics, fishing practices and capital investment, thus avoiding what respondents often 
perceive as unnecessary detail. In addition, surveys will be available in English and Spanish to 
further reduce any burden to non-English speaking fishermen. We also will require the contractor 
to hire surveyors that are fluent in both English and Spanish. To deal with non-response we will 
use call-backs and two-phase sampling procedures as described in textbooks such as Lohr’s (see 
Lohr’s, S., 1998. Sampling: design and analysis). A sample size of 1,500 will provide reliable 
estimates of key demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the industry. 
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
To refine the data collection, we initially shared our straw man survey with NMFS, CFMC, and 
local fisheries staff to seek feedback on its content and clarity.  After detailed discussions, we 
incorporated their main suggestions and pre-tested the revised survey instrument with 9 
fishermen to ensure that the questionnaire was succinct and easily understood. An almost 
identical survey form was successfully fielded in the USVI in 2016. 
 
 
 
                                                 
3 Thompson, Steven K., 1992. Sampling. John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New York, 343 p. 
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5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Dr. Juan Agar from the NMFS was consulted on the statistical aspects of the study design. 
NMFS social scientists and CFMC staff will use the data collected for regulatory analysis. Dr. 
Juan Agar can be reached at 305-361-4218. 
 
Contractors to collect the proposed data have not yet being selected. However, Mr. Daniel Matos 
from PR DNER has graciously agreed to assist with this data collection effort.  
 



Puerto Rican commercial fishermen census forms, Spanish and English versions. 

         OMB Control No. 0648-XXXX 
         Expiration date: XXXX, 20XX 

 
CENSO PESQUERO 2018-2019 

Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico 
Departamento de Recursos Naturales y Ambientales 

NOAA Fisheries Service 
 
 

 
Muchas gracias por tomarse el tiempo para responder a esta encuesta voluntaria. Estimamos que en 

promedio se tomara 30 minutos en completar este cuestionario, esto incluye el tiempo repasando las instrucciones, 

identificando las fuentes de datos existentes, buscando y manteniendo los datos necesarios, y completando y 

revisando la recolección de la información. Si tiene comentarios acerca de este estimado o cualquier otro aspecto 

o problema asociado a esta entrevista comuníquese con el Señor Juan J. Agar, National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS), 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149.  Este informe es requerido y autorizado por 50 CFR 

622.5(a) (1) (v).  La información considerada será confidencial de acuerdo a la Orden Administrativa 216-100 de 

la Nacional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  Sin embargo, ninguna persona será obligada a 

responder, ni será penalizada por no hacerlo.  NMFS y el Departamento de Recursos Naturales y Ambientales de 

Puerto Rico solicita esta información para mejorar la conservación y gestión de los recursos pesqueros marinos en 

el Estado Libre y Asociado de Puerto Rico. Su participación en esta encuesta es completamente voluntaria y no 

tiene que contestar ninguna pregunta que no desee contestar.   

 

Todo lo que hablemos será confidencial. Cuando terminemos nuestras entrevistas y otros aspectos de este 

proyecto, escribiremos un informe en el que resumirá todo lo que hemos aprendido.  No utilizaremos nombres de 

personas en este informe, tampoco escribiremos sobre temas sensitivos.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Declaración de la Ley de Privacidad 
 

Autoridad: La recopilación de esta información está autorizada por la Ley de Conservación y Gestión 
Pesquerias Magnuson-Stevens (MSA), la Ley de Flexibilidad Regulatoria (RFA), la Ley de Especies en 
Peligro (ESA) y la Ley Nacional de Política Ambiental (NEPA). Orden Executiva 12866 (EO 12866) y 
otros estatutos pertinentes. 
 
 Propósito: El Servicio Nacional de Pesquerías Marinas (NMFS) propone realizar una encuesta de 
pescadores comerciales de pequeña escala que operan en Puerto Rico. El estudio socioeconómico 
recopilará información demográfica, de prácticas de pesca y comercialización, inversión de capital en 
embarcaciones pesqueras, artes y equipo, y preguntas actitudinales misceláneas. 
 
Usos habituales de NOAA: NOAA usará esta información en el desarrollo de planes de gestión de 
pesquerías y enmiendas que requieran descripciones sobre el entorno humano y económico y también 
para llevar a cabo análisis socioeconómicos de propuestas regulatorias. 
 
 La divulgación de esta información está permitida bajo la Ley de Privacidad de 1974 (5 U.S.C. Sección 
552a) para ser compartida entre el personal de NOAA para fines relacionados con su trabajo. La 
divulgación de esta información también está sujeta a todos los usos de rutina publicados identificados 
en la Ley de Privacidad del Aviso de Sistema de Registros de Comercio / NOAA-11, Información de 
Contacto para Miembros del Público que solicitan o brindan información relacionada con la Misión de 
NOAA. 
 
Divulgación: el suministro de esta información es voluntario; sin embargo, la falta de participación con 
la encuesta resultara en menos información para la planificación y desarrollo de regulaciones. 
 

 
Entrevista (marque una)   no  contacto  reusó    entrevista parcial  entrevista completa 
 
Si no hubo contacto, especifique fechas, horas y método(s) de contacto:________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Si reusó o entrevista parcial, expliqué razón: _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Método de entrevista        En persona   Teléfono    Otro (especifique):________________ 
 
Número de entrevista: __________                    Entrevistador: ____________ __  Fecha: _______ 
 
Contacto en Puerto Rico: Daniel Matos-Caraballo (787) 230-4954      
Email: Matos_Daniel@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Matos_Daniel@hotmail.com


FORMULARIO DEL CENSO PESQUERO DE PUERTO RICO (2018-2019) 
 

1. Nombre del pescador: __________________________________ _______  Apodo:_________________ 

2. Municipio donde vive: _____________________________________________ Código postal:____________ 

3. Edad: _____ 

4. Raza (Elija uno o más)        Amerindio o Nativo de Alaska               Asiático       Negro o Afro-Americano    

                          Nativo de Hawaii o Isleño del Pacifico  Blanco         Otro:_________ 

5. Etnia:                                   Hispano o Latino            No Hispano o Latino           Otro:_________  
 

6. Número de familiares que dependen económicamente de Usted _____ (inclúyase) 

7. Nivel de educación más alto alcanzado: 

 Escuela elemental (K-Sexto)             Escuela intermedia (Séptimo-Noveno) 

 Escuela superior (Décimo-Doce)      Cursos técnicos (post-secundarios) 

 Algo de Universidad                         Grado de Universidad 

 Algo de Escuela Graduada               Estudios Graduados/Profesional 

8. Rol en la embarcación:      Capitán      Proel   Pescador con licencia en el barco de otra persona  

9. Años de experiencia como pescador:  Capitán _____  +      Proel _____  =    Total _____ años 

10. ¿Pesco en los últimos 12 meses?  Si    No (Razón: __________________________________________  ) 

11. ¿Pesca todo el año o por temporada?  Todo el año   por temporada (meses:__________   especies:____________) 

12. ¿Pesca a tiempo completo o parcial? 

 Tiempo completo 

 Tiempo parcial  [objetivo:      ingresos   consumo /dieta  Ambos]  

13. ¿Pesca mayoritariamente los fines de semana y feriados?   Sí    No 

14. ¿A qué otras actividades se dedica? _______________________________________________________________ 

15. ¿Qué tipo de pesca haces? Identificar y rankear en base a ingresos 

 #__Nasas/cajones   #__ Cordel   #__ Redes    #__ Buzo ( c/tanque  skin)  

         #__ Charter    #__ Subsistencia  #__ Otro: _____________ 

16. ¿Cuáles especias que capturas? Identificar y rankear en base a ingresos 

 #__  Peces de arrecife          #__  Pargos de agua profunda     #__ Pesca pelágica                      

       #__   Langosta           #__ Carrucho                                #__  Octopus/Pulpo 

              #__  Carnada para venta      #__ Ceti               #__ Peces ornamentales           #__  Juey 

17. ¿Cuantas horas por semana le dedicas a la pesca y actividades relacionadas (arreglos de redes, mercadeo)? 

 Mas 36 horas    15-36 horas            8-15 horas   >8 horas 

18. ¿Cuántos viajes haces?  #_____ viajes por semana (o mes) 

19. ¿Cuánto duran tus viajes? _________horas/viaje (dock to dock) 

20. ¿Cuantas horas por semana dedicas a?: 

a) Mantenimiento y reparación de su barco y motores _____ horas/semana 

b) Mantenimiento y reparación de artes _____ horas/semana 

c) Preparación de viaje (acomodando  el barco, llenando tanques, conduciendo a la rampa)  _____ horas/semana 

d) Venta de pescado _____ horas/semana 

21. ¿Cuantos tripulantes participan en la pesca?  



 Pesco solo   #__Proeles (Rol:_________________)   #__ pescadores con licencia  

22. Lugar de desembarco (Centro):  Primario:_________________ Secundario: _________________ 

23. ¿Pertenece a alguna organización de pesca? Si __ No __ Cual _______________________ 

24. Localización área de pesca (caladeros): 

 Orilla        Plataforma insular (0-80 brazas)     

 Talud/beril (80-200 brazas)       Aguas oceánicas (Pelágico. >200 brazas) 

25. ¿De dónde vienen la mayoría de sus capturas?    Aguas PR (0-9 millas)     Aguas Federales (>9 millas)     Igual 

26. Manejo de la pesca: 

 entero con hielo   entero sin hielo    desbucha con hielo       desbucha sin hielo     

vivero                  filete                      rebanada(“steaks”)       descamado               otro (especifique :________) 

27. ¿A qué porcentaje de sus capturas le pone hielo? 

 Todo          >3/4         3/4-1/2  1/2-1/14  <1/4    No uso hielo 

28. ¿Porcentaje de la pesca expedido por los siguientes canales (que sume al 100%): 

 Villa pesquera/Asociación ___ % (cual:______________)           Otro  pescador___%          

 Acopiador ___ %                Ambulante ___ % (casa,  rampa,  calle)      Pescadería propia___ % 

 Pescadería ___ %                Restaurante ___%                Hotel___ %               Supermercado ___ %       

 No vendo               Mercado central ___ %   (cual:______________)   Otro: ___________              

29. ¿Cuantas embarcaciones de pesca posee? ________ No. Dinghies ______ 

30. ¿Dónde guarda su barco?  Hogar   Otro (especifique lugar):_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



31. Información sobre la embarcación: 

 Bote 1 
(primario) 

Bote 2 
 

Bote 3 
 

Repuesto 

Participación del barco (0-100%) % % % X 
Lo uso el año pasado? 
 Si NO, porque?  

 Si  No  Si  No  Si  No X 

Año de construcción    X 
Eslora (pies)    X 
Numero de motores           Fuera de borda  #__  #__  #__  
                                           Interior  #__  #__  #__  
                                           Fuera de borda/Interior  #__  #__  #__  
Propulsión (HP)                     Motor # 1 HP     
                                          Motor # 2 HP     
                                          Motor # 3 HP     
Tipo de combustible             Gas   #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                              Gas and oil  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                              Diesel  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
Tipo de casco                  Madera    X 
                                        Madera/Fiberglass    X 
                                        Fiberglass    X 
                                        Aluminio    X 
                                        Acero    X 
                                        Otro    X 
Equipo eléctrico                        GPS  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Depth finder  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Fish finder  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Marine radio  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  EPIRB  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Cell phone  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Radar  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                        Other (specify):____________  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
Equipo de pesca*   Winch (E,H)  #__(E,H)  #__(E,H) #__(E,H) #__(E,H) 
                                                 Reel Manual  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                 Reel Hidráulico  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                 Reel Eléctrico  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                 Other (specify)  #__  #__  #__  #__ 

 

32. Valor total aproximado de la(s) embarcación(es), motor y equipo de pesca/electrónico descripto si fuese a vender en 

condición actual: $__________  

 

 

 

 

 

 



33. Información sobre artes de pesca: 

Artes Cantidad Valor de las artes 
 en condición actual ($) 

Cordeles   
Cordel de mano   
Silga   

Caña (Spinning, trolling) 
 

Spinning: #_____ 
Trolling:: #_____ 

 
 

Palangre horizontal   
Palangre de tiburón   

Palangres Verticales   
Fuete o Potala   
Fuete de Galonear   

Redes   
Trasmallo o filete   

Mallorquín (Peces, langostas) 
 

Peces:      #_____ 
Langosta: #_____ 

 
 

Atarraya (Carnada, camarones) 
Carnada:     #_____ 
Camarón:    #_____ 

 
 

Redes para peces ornamentales   
Submarina   

Skin/SCUBA 

 Fisga        #____ 
 Tanques   # ____ 
 Bicheros   # ____ 
 Canastos   # ____ 
 Slurp guns  # ____ 
 

 

Trampas   
Nasa   
Nasas de pargo de profundidad   
Cajones   

 

34. ¿Comparado con 5 años atrás como está la condición  del recurso? 

Mejor          Igual         Peor   No Sable   No responde 

 Razones: _____________________________________________________________________________  

35. ¿Comparado con 5 años atrás como está la salud de los arrecifes de coral? 

 Mejor          Igual         Peor        No Sable   No responde 

 Razones: _____________________________________________________________________________  

36. ¿Qué tan fácil es conseguir empleo fuera de la pesca? 

  Muy difícil   Difícil   Fácil    Muy fácil   No Sable   No responde 

37. ¿Comparado con 5 años atrás como está la economía hogareña? 

 Mejor        Igual       Peor       No Sable   No responde 

 



38. ¿Cuáles son los tres mayores problemas socio-económicos que afectan su pesca?  

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

*(Si dice reglamento especifique que regulación en particular, NR: no responde; NS: no sabe) 

39. Porcentaje del ingreso del hogar (no personal) proviene de la pesca: ________ % 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Puerto Rican commercial fishermen census form (English Translation). 

         OMB Control No. 0648-XXXX 
         Expiration date: XXXX, 20XX 

 
FISHERMEN CENSUS 2018-2019 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico  
Department of Natural and Environmental Resources 

NOAA Fisheries Service 
 

 
 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to this voluntary survey. Public reporting burden for this collection of 

information is estimated to average about 30 minutes per response including the time for reviewing the instructions, 

searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 

collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this burden to Mr. 

Juan Agar, National Marine Fisheries Service, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149.  This reporting is 

required under and is authorized under 50 CFR 622.5(a) (1) (v).  NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 sates that the 

information provided shall be treated as confidential.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is 

required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 

information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA), unless that collection displays a 

currently valid OMB Control Number.  NMFS and the Department of Environmental and Natural Resources of the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico require this information to improve the conservation and management of marine 

fishery resources in Puerto Rico.  Participation in this survey is voluntary, and you do not need to answer any 

questions you do not wish to answer. 

 

Everything we discuss will be confidential. When we complete our interviews and other work, we will write a report 

that summarizes everything we have learned.  We will not use people’s names in our reports, or write about anything 

that is sensitive.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Privacy Act Statement 
Authority:  The collection of this information is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act  (MSA), the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA), and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive Order 12866 (EO 
12866), and other pertinent statutes. 
 Purpose: The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposes to conduct a survey of commercial 
small scale fishermen operating in Puerto Rico. The proposed socio-economic study will collect 
information on demographics, fishing and marketing practices, capital investment on fishing vessels, 
gear, and equipment, and miscellaneous attitudinal questions.  
 NOAA Routine Uses:  NOAA will use this information in the development of fishery management 
plans and amendments which require descriptions of the human and economic environment and to 
conduct socio-economic analyses of regulatory proposals.  
 Disclosure of this information is permitted under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a) to be 
shared among NOAA staff for work-related purposes.  Disclosure of this information is also subject to 
all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice 
Commerce/NOAA-11, Contact Information for Members of the Public Requesting or Providing 
Information Related to NOAA’s Mission. 
 
Disclosure:  Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to participate in the survey will 
result in less information for use in planning and regulatory development. 
 

Interview (circle one)   no contact    refusal     partial  complete 
 
For no contact, specify date, time and method of contact: ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For refusal or partial interviews, why? __________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact method (in-person, phone, etc.):  In-person   Phone  Other (specify):___________________ 
 
Survey number: ____________                    Interviewer: ____________  Date: _________ 

 
Contact  person in PR: Daniel Matos-Caraballo (787) 230-4954      
Email: Matos_Daniel@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://archive.sba.gov/advo/laws/regflex.html
http://epw.senate.gov/esa73.pdf
http://epw.senate.gov/esa73.pdf
http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/regs/nepa/nepaeqia.htm
http://www.plainlanguage.gov/populartopics/regulations/eo12866.pdf
http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-11.html
mailto:Matos_Daniel@hotmail.com


 
PUERTO RICAN COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN CENSUS FORM (2018-2019) 

 

1. Name: __________________________________                       Nickname:_________________ 

2. Municipality where you live _________________________________________      Zip code:_________ 

3. Age: _____ 

4. Race (Select one or more)        American Indian or Alaska Native        Asian       Black or African American   
                 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander    White      Other:_________ 
 

5. Ethnicity    Hispanic or Latino            Not Hispanic or Latino           Other:_________  
 

6. Number of family members that financially depend on you _____ (include yourself) 

7. Level of education completed: 

 Elementary school             Junior high   Some high school  High school diploma   

 Trade school    Some college    College degree Post-graduate 

8. Type of fishermen:      Captain      Helper   Licensed fisherman fishing on someone else’s boat 

9. How many years have fished as?   Captain _____ +    Helper _____ =    Total _____ years. 

10. Did you fish the last 12 months?  Yes   No (Reason:_______________________________________) 

11. Fishing frequency:  Fish year round    By season (month:__________   species:_________________) 

12. Do you fish full-time or part-time basis? 

 Full-time 

 Part-time [objective:  income    own/family consumption   Both] 

13. Do you fish primarily on weekends and holidays?   Yes    No 

14. What other employment do you engage in? _______________________________________________________ 

15. Type of commercial fishermen. After identifying species, rank them based on revenue generated. 

 #__Trap fisher   #__ Line fisher  #__ Net fisher   #__ Diver ( tank    skin)  

         #__ Charter    #__ Subsistence  #__ Other: _____________ 

16. What species do you commercially fish for? After identifying species, rank them based on revenue generated. 

 #__ Reef fish  #__ Deep-water snapper    #__ Pelagics  

        #__Lobster     #__ Conch       #__ Octopus   

 #__  Bait sold   #__Ceti    #__ Ornamentals   #__ Land crab 

17. How many hours per week do spend fishing and in fishing related activities (fixing gear, marketing fish)? 

 More than 36 hours    15-36 hours            8-15 hours   >8 hours 

18. How often do you fish? __________ trips per week (or month) 

19. How long are your fishing trips? _________hours/trip (dock to dock) 

20. How many hours per week do you spend: 

a) Repairing and maintaining boat and engine _____ hours/week 

b) Repairing and maintaining fishing gear: _____ hours/week 

c) Preparing for fishing (filling boat, filling tanks, driving to the dock/boat ramp) _____ hours/week 

d) Fish sales _____ hours/week 

 



21. How many people do you commercially fish with?  

Fish alone      With ___ # helpers (role(s):_____________)    With ___(#) licensed comm. fishermen. 

22. Landing sites:  Main :_________________ Secondary: _________________ 

23. Do you belong to a fishing organization?   Yes   No  Which?  ____________________________ 

24. Location of fishing grounds 

 Shore       Platform (0-80 fathoms)       Slope (80-200 fathoms)       Deep sea (> 200 fathoms) 

25. Where most of your landings came from?  

 USVI waters       federal waters       About equal 

26. How do you market your fish? Identify and rank 

 whole (iced)    whole (not iced)    cleaned (gutted and scaled - iced)    cleaned (gutted and scaled –not  iced)     

Live                  filleted                    steaks                 scaled                other (specify :________) 

27. How much of your catch is iced? 

 All          >3/4         3/4-1/2  1/2-1/14  <1/4    none 

28. Where do you sell your fish?  Identify and rank according to sales value. 

Fish coop (which:_____________________ ) ___ %                               Another fishermen   

 Buyer___ %                 Peddle ___ % (home,  ramp,  road)       Own fish store___ % 

 Fish store___ %                    Restaurant ___%                Hotel___ %                Supermarket ___ %       

Do not sell    Central market ___ % (which:______________)      

 Other (specify):__________ 

29. How many fishing boats do you own? ________  No. Dinghies ______ 

30. Where do you keep your boat?  Home   Other (specify:_________________________) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

31. Boat information 

 Boat 1 
(main 
boat) 

Boat 2 Boat 3 Spares 

Percent ownership of the boat? (%) % % % X 
Was the boat active last year (Y/N)? 
If no why? 

 Yes  No  Yes  No  Yes  No X 

Year built    X 
Boat length (ft.)    X 
Number of engines           Outboard  #__  #__  #__  
                                          Inboard  #__  #__  #__  
                                          Inboard/Outboard  #__  #__  #__  
Engine power                    Engine 1 HP     
                                          Engine 2 HP     
                                          Engine 3 HP     
Fuel type      Gas          
                     Gas and oil         
                     Diesel         
Hull construction            Wood    X 
                                        Wood/Fiberglass    X 
                                        Fiberglass    X 
                                        Aluminum    X 
                                        Steel    X 
                                        Other    X 
Boat equipment/electronics      GPS  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Depth finder  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Fish finder  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Marine radio  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  EPIRB  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Cell phone  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                                  Radar  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                        Other 
(specify):____________ 

 #__  #__  #__  #__ 

Number Fishing equipment   Winch   #__(E,H,G)  #__(E,H)  #__(E,H)  #__(E,H) 
                                               Reel Manual  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                               Reel Hydraulic  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                               Reel Electric  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
                                               Other (specify)  #__  #__  #__  #__ 
 
*(Electric, Hydraulic) 
 
32. Approximate value in its present condition (used) of the vessel(s), engine(s) and fishing equipment/electronics described 

above: $__________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

33. Información sobre artes de pesca: 

Gear Quantity Value of gear in present 
condition ($) 

Hook and line   
Handline   
Troll   

Rod and reel (Spinning, trolling) 
 

Spinning: #_____ 
Trolling:: #_____ 

 
 

Horizontal longline   
Shark longline   

Vertical longline   
Anchored   
Drifting   

Nets   
Gillnet   

Trammel net (Fish, lobster) 
 

Fish:       #_____ 
Lobster:  #_____ 

 
 

Cast net (Bait, Shrimp) 
             Bait:        #_____ 

Shrimp:    #_____ 
 

 

Nets for ornamental fish   
Submarine   

Skin/SCUBA 

 Spear          #____ 
 Tanks         # ____ 
 Gaff           # ____ 
 Basket        # ____ 
 Slurp guns  # ____ 
 

 

Traps/pots   
Fish trap   
Deep-water snapper trap   
Lobster trap   

 
34. Compared with 5 years ago, is fishing:  

 better   about the same   worse    Don’ know    No answer 

Why? ________________________________________________________________________ 

35. Compared with 5 years ago do you think that health of coral reef  

  better   about the same   worse         Don’ know    No answer 

Why? ________________________________________________________________________ 

36. ¿How easy is to find employment outside fishing (circle one)? 

  very hard         hard         easy         very easy         Don’ know         No answer 

37. ¿Compared with 5 years ago, how is household financial well-being (circle one)? 

 better       about the same       worse       Don’ know    No answer 



Why? _______________________________________________________________________ 

38. What are the main socio-economic problems affecting your fishery? (If regulations please specify) 

1.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

2.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

3.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
39. What percentage of your household income comes from fishing?___ % 
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available) or other documentation of the 
stranded animal sighting to NMFS and 
the Marine Mammal Stranding Network. 

8. To the greatest extent feasible, 
USACE is encouraged to coordinate its 
monitoring studies on the distribution 
and abundance of marine mammals in 
the project area with the NMFS’s 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 
USFWS, and any other state or Federal 
agency conducting research on marine 
mammals. Also, report to NMFS and 
USFWS any chance observations of 
marked or tag-bearing marine mammals 
or carcasses, as well as any rare or 
unusual species of marine mammals. 

9. A copy of this Authorization must 
be in the possession of all contractors 
and PSOs operating under the authority 
of this Incidental Harassment 
Authorization. 

Request for Public Comments 
We request comment on our analyses, 

the draft authorization, and any other 
aspect of this Notice of Proposed IHA 
for the proposed confined blasting 
activities within the East Channel of the 
Big Bend Channel, Tampa Harbor. 
Please include with your comments any 
supporting data or literature citations to 
help inform our final decision on the 
request for MMPA authorization. 

Dated: March 14, 2018. 
Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2018–05504 Filed 3–16–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Ocean and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; U.S. Caribbean 
Commercial Fishermen Census 

AGENCY: National Ocean and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 18, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 

Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Dr. Juan J. Agar, (305) 361– 
4218 or Juan.Agar@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) proposes to conduct a census of 
small-scale fishermen operating in the 
United States (U.S.) Caribbean. The 
extension for the data collection applies 
only to the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico because the data collection was 
completed in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
The proposed socio-economic study 
will collect information on 
demographics, capital investment in 
fishing gear and vessels, fishing and 
marketing practices, economic 
performance, and miscellaneous 
attitudinal questions. The data gathered 
will be used for the development of 
amendments to fishery management 
plans, which require descriptions of the 
human and economic environment and 
socio-economic analyses of regulatory 
proposals. The information collected 
will also be used to strengthen fishery 
management decision-making and 
satisfy various legal mandates under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), Executive Order 
12866, Regulatory Flexibility Act, 
Endangered Species Act, and National 
Environmental Policy Act, and other 
pertinent statues. 

II. Method of Collection 

The socio-economic information will 
be collected through in-person, 
telephone and mail surveys. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0716. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,500. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 750. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 14, 2018. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2018–05510 Filed 3–16–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XG084 

Caribbean Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Caribbean Fishery 
Management Council will hold its 
162nd meeting in April to discuss the 
items contained in the agenda in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. 
DATES: The meetings will be held on 
April 3–4, 2018, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at 
the Marriott Resort San Juan Stellaris 
Casino Hotel, 1309 Ashford Avenue, 
Condado, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00907. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Caribbean Fishery Management Council, 
270 Muñoz Rivera Avenue, Suite 401, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918–1903, 
telephone: (787) 766–5926. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
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