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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
FOR-HIRE SURVEY  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0709 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for extension of a currently approved information collection, to implement the 
For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) in all states along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, with the 
exception of Texas. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Collection of recreational fisheries catch and effort data is necessary to fulfill statutory 
requirements of Section 303 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1852 et. seq.), which requires that conservation and management measures 
prevent over fishing while achieving, on a continuing basis, the optimum yield from each 
fishery, and also to comply with Executive Order 12962 on Recreational Fisheries.  Section 303 
(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act specifies data and analysis to be included in Fishery 
Management Plans (FMPs), as well as pertinent data that shall be submitted to the Secretary of 
Commerce under the plan. 
 
Recreational fishing catch, effort and participation statistics are fundamental for assessing the 
influence of fishing on any stock of fish.  The quantities taken, the fishing effort, and the 
seasonal and geographical distribution of the catch and effort are required to assess the health of 
fish stocks and develop and evaluate national fisheries management policies and plans.  
Recreational fisheries data are essential for NOAA Fisheries, the Regional Fishery Management 
Councils, the Interstate Fisheries Commissions, state conservation agencies, recreational fishing 
industries, and others involved in the management and productivity of marine fisheries.  The 
allocation of fishery resources depends on the results of these surveys. 
 
The For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS), which samples from lists of for-hire fishing vessels, 
was implemented in the Gulf of Mexico in 1998 and the Atlantic coast in 2003 to estimate 
fishing effort on for-hire vessels.  Prior to implementation of the FHTS, for-hire effort data were 
collected by the Coastal Household Telephone Survey (currently OMB control no. 0648-0052), a 
landline random digit dial telephone survey. Sampling from lists of for-hire vessels is much more 
efficient for this purpose than the CHTS and results in higher levels of sampling and more 
precise estimates of for-hire fishing effort. This request is to continue the FHTS in all states 
along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, with the exception of Texas1.  The FHTS will be conducted 
for five, two-month reference waves (March/April – November/December) in the states along 
the Atlantic Coast, with the exceptions of Maine, New Hampshire, North Carolina and Florida.  
The survey will be conducted for three waves (May/June – September/October) in Maine and 
New Hampshire.  In North Carolina and the Gulf States (including both coasts of Florida, the 
FHTS will be conducted for six reference waves (January/February – November/December).  

                                                           
1 Recreational saltwater fishing activity in TX is monitored independently by the TX Parks and Wildlife 

Department. 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/guidance/wetlands/eo12962.cfm
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These specific reference periods encompass the majority of annual recreational saltwater fishing 
activity within the study area.  Prior surveys indicated recreational fishing outside these periods 
was uncommon, contributed a very small percentage of annual fishing effort and fishery 
landings, and would be disproportionately expensive to sample. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
NOAA Fisheries, regional fishery management councils, interstate marine fisheries 
commissions, and state fishery agencies use the data in developing, implementing and 
monitoring fishery management programs.  Catch and effort statistics are fundamental for 
assessing the influence of fishing on any stock of fish.  The quantities taken, the fishing effort, 
and both the seasonal and geographic distributions of the catch and effort are required for the 
development of regional management policies and plans. Accurate and timely catch statistics 
collected over the range of a species must be used in association with biological studies to 
perform the stock assessments necessary for monitoring the effectiveness of fishery management 
planning for optimum yield.   
 
Specific data elements that will be collected in the FHTS include: 

 
1. The numbers of fishing trips, fishing trips with paying passengers, and non-fishing trips 

taken by the vessel during the reference week to differentiate trip type and estimate the 
total number of for-hire vessel trips. 

2. For each trip: 
a. The date/day of the week -  to be used to validate that the reported trip occurred 

during the reference week; 
b. Number of anglers on that trip -  to be used to estimate the total number of anglers 

fishing on for-hire vessels; 
c. The state, county, and fishing access site to which that trip returned  -  to assess 

coverage of the vessel frame; 
d. The time (to the nearest half-hour) that the boat left the dock for that trip, returned 

from that trip, and fished on that trip  -  to be used to validate that the reported trip 
occurred during those times and estimate hours of fishing effort; 

e. The fishing method or methods used on that trip  -  to determine fishing activities; 
f. Area fished/distance from shore  -  to be used to determine whether the vessel 

fished in state tidal waters (e.g. in a river, sound, inlet, or bay), state ocean waters, 
or Federal ocean waters; 

g. Species targeted on each trip to estimate fishing directed at particular species. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information.  NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the 
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
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and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The FHS utilizes Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) technology with built-in 
error and logic checks and skip patterns that both reduce the response burden and improve data 
quality.  In addition, an internet reporting option has been developed in an effort to increase 
response rates.  The FHTS also accepts Vessel Trip Reports and FHTS Log Sheets that are faxed 
by for-hire vessel operators to a toll-free number.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service has the lead Federal responsibility for collection of data from marine 
recreational fishermen and coordinates informational needs with other agencies.  NOAA 
Fisheries Service has also worked with the Interstate Marine Fisheries Commissions and State 
fishery agencies each year to coordinate data collection efforts and avoid duplication. 
 
The FHTS overlaps with a vessel trip reporting (VTR) program administered by the NOAA 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (OMB Control No. 0648-0212).  The VTR program 
mandates logbook reporting for all vessels permitted under the Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop, Atlantic surf clam, ocean quahog, Northeast (NE) multispecies, 
monkfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic 
herring, tilefish, red crab and skate fishery management plans.  Many for-hire vessels in the 
Greater Atlantic Region are required to submit VTRs as a consequence of permitting.  However 
VTR data are not used to monitor fishing effort and catch for for-hire vessels.  Consequently, 
these vessels are included in the FHTS.  We attempt to minimize burden for these vessels by 
accepting faxed logbook reports in lieu of participation in the FHTS telephone interview. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
All charter boat and head boats vessel operators who respond the For-Hire Telephone Survey 
are considered small businesses. The survey instruments have been restricted in length to 
minimize response time per interview.  In addition, multiple response options, including CATI, 
internet and fax reporting options are provided to ease reporting and minimize reporting burden. 
 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
A continuous time series of data is scientifically essential.  If the survey were conducted less 
frequently, NOAA Fisheries and state natural resource agencies would experience difficulty in 
effectively carrying out their responsibilities to meet statutory, administrative, and other 
obligations to end overfishing of marine fishery resources.  An ongoing survey of recreational 
anglers is required to monitor changing conditions in the fishery and support modifications in 
fishery regulations both within fishing seasons and among fishing years.  In addition, a 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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continuous time series of data is scientifically essential to assess the impact of recreational 
fishing on fish stocks.  Failure to conduct these data collections would prevent the Secretary 
from meeting statutory requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  In addition, NOAA 
Fisheries would be unable to implement Recommendation One of its Marine Recreational 
Fisheries (MRF) Policy with a resulting loss in service and credibility to the MRF constituency. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
NA. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on July 12, 2017 (82 FR 32177) solicited public comments. 
No comments were received. 
 
The FHTS is an ongoing survey - OMB Control No. 0648-0709.   
 
The FHTS is a data collection project that is part of NOAA Fisheries’ Marine Recreational 
Information Program (MRIP). MRIP is a collaborative effort among government agencies, 
independent scientists, recreational fishing groups and conservation organizations to ensure 
scientifically rigorous collection of appropriate information that meets manager and stakeholder 
needs.  Subsequently, MRIP staff members maintain regular communication with customers, 
through workshops, workgroup meetings and one-on-one consultations.  For example, The MRIP 
Executive Steering Committee (ESC), which includes senior managers from NOAA Fisheries, 
the Executive Directors of the Interstate Marine Fisheries Commissions, and a representative 
from the Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee, provides general oversight of MRIP and ensures 
that the program satisfies Federal, state and stakeholder needs for recreational fishing statistics.  
The ESC meets annually to review program activities, strategically allocate funds to addresses 
data needs and approve research priorities.  Similarly, the MRIP Operations Team (OT), which is 
responsible for developing and testing improved data collection designs, includes representatives 
from NOAA Fisheries headquarters, regional offices and science centers, the Interstate Marine 
Fisheries Commissions and state natural resource agencies.  The OT meets 1-2 times each year to 
identify regional and state needs for recreational fishing statistics and develop research priorities.  
MRIP staff also participate in numerous meetings sponsored by regional fishery management 
councils and state natural resource agencies to update fishery managers, scientists and 
stakeholders on program accomplishments and collect feedback about data needs and concerns 
about the program.  Finally, recent comments submitted online by FHTS respondents include the 
following: 
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• Comment: The online survey drop-down species list should include “Snapper Grouper” 
and other species targeted by recreational spear fishermen, such as hogfish.  Also, there is 
no field to indicate spearfishing gear was used on a trip. 

• Response: The drop-down species list includes an entry for “Snapper Family (Snapper)” 
and another entry for “Unidentified Grouper”.  It is therefore possible to indicate both 
were targeted because there are 2 entry fields for target species. Ideally, species level data 
is preferred over family level identification. The species list also includes an “Other 
Species, Specify” option, where respondents may enter a species that is not included in 
the current list.  Absent any contractual or other impediments, the species list may be 
reviewed and updated periodically to facilitate response.  For example, Hogfish might be 
added to the drop-down species list. At this time, the FHTS is only meant to collect 
information for trips targeting finfish with rod and reel. As defined on the “Add a Trip” 
page “Fishing Method” means “The method of rod and reel fishing used on this trip.” 
NOAA will consider the implications of modifying the FHTS questionnaire to include 
other gear types. 

• Comment: Use VTRs submitted to GARFO instead of conducting the FHTS to estimate 
fishing effort in the Northeast. 
Response: Many but not all for-hire vessels are required to submit VTRs to GARFO as a 
consequence of permitting (as described in Section 4).  We attempt to minimize burden 
for these vessels by accepting faxed logbook reports in lieu of participation in the FHTS 
telephone interview. NOAA Fisheries is also exploring the use of VTR data in fishing 
effort estimation.  
     

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Neither payments nor gifts will be provided to respondents.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Responses will only be associated with a unique identification code.  Any public release of 
survey data will be without identification as to its source or in aggregate statistical form.  All 
survey data will be stored on secured, password protected servers, and all transfer of survey data 
will utilize secure file transfer protocols.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are requested in this collection of information.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The total annual burden for the For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) in the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coasts is estimated to be 1,283 hours. The FHTS will target 33,923 potential respondents, and 
approximately 22,000 responses are expected, averaging 3.5 minutes per interview.  
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
These data collections will incur no cost burden on respondents beyond the costs of response 
time.   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The average annual cost of the For-Hire Telephone Survey to the Federal government will 
be approximately $644,537 in contract/grant award money and $210,000 for labor staff. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no program changes. 
 
Adjustment: When the program was new, the total of hours requested was 1,121. The current 
total hours requested of 1,283 hours reflects an increase of 162 hours. The increase is due to a 
revision of the estimated time per interview from 3 minutes to 3.5 minutes. The interview time 
was evaluated based on actual mean interview time reported by the FHTS contractor and 
estimates of state agency personnel conducting the calls. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The For-Hire Telephone Survey data and estimates are accessed online 
at: www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/recreational-fisheries/access-data/run-a-data-query/queries/index.   
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not seeking approval to not display expiration date. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
NA.    

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/recreational-fisheries/access-data/run-a-data-query/queries/index
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                                                    SUPPORTING STATEMENT 

FOR-HIRE SURVEY  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0709 

 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) is a weekly telephone survey of for-hire fishing vessels.  
The survey, which estimates for-hire fishing effort, is conducted in all coastal states from Maine 
through Louisiana.  The FHTS will be conducted for five, two-month reference waves 
(March/April – November/December) in the states along the Atlantic Coast, with the exceptions 
of Maine, New Hampshire, North Carolina and Florida.  The survey will be conducted for three 
waves (May/June – September/October) in Maine and New Hampshire.  In North Carolina and 
the Gulf States (including both coasts of Florida, the FHTS will be conducted for six reference 
waves (January/February – November/December).     

The sample universe for the FHTS includes all for-hire fishing vessels that operate within the 
study area.  Sampling is stratified by state and type of for-hire fishing vessel; charter boats are 
generally smaller vessels (6 or fewer passengers) that charge a fee for the entire fishing party, 
while headboats are larger vessels that charge a fee for each passenger.  Each week, a simple 
random sample of vessels is selected within each stratum, and sampled vessels are contacted via 
telephone and asked to describe fishing activity during the preceding week.  Table 1 provides the 
sample universe, target sample sizes and estimated number of completed telephone interviews 
for each stratum for a given reference week, Table 2 provides the annual target sample size and 
expected number of completed interviews for each state. These expected numbers of completed 
interviews are based on 2017 results.  

.  
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Table 1. Estimated number of for-hire vessels in the population, number of vessels sampled each 
week, expected response rates, and estimated number of completed interviews per sample week 
for the For-Hire Telephone Survey. 
 

State 
Type of 
Fishing 
Vessel 

Estimated 
Total 

Number 
of Vessels 

Weekly 
Sample 

Size 

Expected 
Response 
Rate[1] 

Estimated 
Completed 

Weekly 
Interviews 

AL Charter 256 26 57 15 
CT Charter 121 12 65 8 
CT Headboat* 8 3 65 2 
DE Charter 98 10 57 6 
DE Headboat 6 3 57 2 
FL Charter 2,059 206 52 107 
GA Charter 162 16 92 15 
MA Charter 999 100 67 67 
MA Headboat 27 3 67 2 
MD Charter 509 51 66 34 
MD Headboat 11 3 66 2 
ME Charter 159 16 76 12 
ME Headboat 9 3 76 2 
MS Charter 47 5 57 3 
NC Charter 682 68 72 49 
NH Charter 99 10 56 6 
NH Headboat 10 3 56 2 
NJ Charter 666 67 59 40 
NJ Headboat 31 3 59 2 
NY Charter 410 41 60 25 
NY Headboat 69 7 60 4 
RI Charter 189 19 66 13 
RI Headboat* 6 3 66 2 
SC Charter 326 33 57 19 
VA Charter 139 14 62 9 
VA Headboat 9 3 62 2 

Total   7,107 728 65 473 
 
*It is important to mention that the minimum sample size per type of fishing vessel is 3. 

                                                           
[1] Response rates for the most recent administration of the for-hire telephone survey 
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Table 2. Estimated annual sample size, response rates and completed number of interviews For-
Hire Telephone Survey. 

State 
Type of 
Fishing 
Vessel 

Annual 
Sample 

Size 

Expected 
Response 

Rate 

Estimated 
Completed 

Annual 
Interviews 

AL Charter 1,352 57 771 
CT Charter 528 65 343 
CT Headboat 132 65 86 
DE Charter 440 57 251 
DE Headboat 132 57 75 
FL Charter 10,712 52 5,570 
GA Charter 704 92 648 
MA Charter 4,400 67 2,948 
MA Headboat 132 67 88 
MD Charter 2,244 66 1,481 
MD Headboat 132 66 87 
ME Charter 416 76 316 
ME Headboat 78 76 59 
MS Charter 260 57 148 
NC Charter 3,536 72 2,546 
NH Charter 260 56 146 
NH Headboat 105 56 59 
NJ Charter 2,948 59 1,739 
NJ Headboat 132 59 78 
NY Charter 1,804 60 1,082 
NY Headboat 308 60 185 
RI Charter 836 66 552 
RI Headboat 132 66 87 
SC Charter 1,452 57 828 
VA Charter 616 62 382 
VA Headboat 132 62 82 

Total   33,923   22,050 
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2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
2.1 Sampling Design 
 
The sampling unit for the FHTS is the for-hire vessel.  The FHTS sample frame is constructed 
from a comprehensive directory of all known for-hire vessels operating within the study area. 
The FHTS vessel directory consists of a unique for-hire vessel identifier, the vessel name and/or 
registration number (state registration number or Coast Guard number) as well as the vessel 
operator’s name, address, and telephone number. 
 
The directory is continually updated with information collected from licenses or fishing permits, 
as well as through advertisements and field observations.  Directory updates are incorporated one 
week prior to sample selection for each data collection period.  Once the FHTS directory has 
been finalized and the frame created, the frame is stratified by vessel type, and a 10% random 
sample of for-hire vessels is selected from each stratum for each sample week.  
 
2.2. Data Collection Procedures 
 
An advance letter is mailed to a representative of each sampled for-hire vessel one week prior to 
each reference week.  The letter notifies the representative that the vessel has been selected for 
the survey, the week for which he or she will be asked to provide data, and the week in which the 
interview will take place.  Representatives are also provided with Internet, fax and phone contact 
information, as well as instructions for completing the survey through alternative reporting 
modes (described below).   
 
Data collection for each reference week begins on the first day immediately following the 
reference week and continues for a period of seven days.  Interviews are conducted by trained 
Interviewers utilizing a Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) system to log call 
attempt and survey results, schedule call-back interviews, and ensure that dialing protocols are 
satisfied for each sampled number. The CATI is used to navigate the interview through complex 
skip patterns and identifies suspect or illogical responses at the point of data entry for 
verification or correction.  
 
Up to ten call attempts are conducted to reach a representative for each sampled vessel.  When 
each number is dialed, the telephone is allowed to ring five times before being classified as a "no 
answer."  Telephone calls are distributed among weekend/weekday and day/evening, such that 
the following criteria are satisfied: 
 

• All initial attempts are made on the day immediately following the end of the reference 
week. 

• Three out of four call attempts are at night for each sampled vessel.  The time 
delineating day and night is 5:00 PM local time. 

• Calling is completed before 9:00 PM local time. 
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Once a vessel representative has been contacted, the Interviewer uses the CATI to collect data on 
the vessel’s activity during the reference week including detailed information about each for-hire 
fishing trip that occurred during the reference week.  In the event that the interview cannot be 
completed at the time of the initial contact future calls to that individual are made on an 
appointment basis.   
 
The FHTS provides three alternative response options in lieu of a CATI interview.  First, vessel 
representatives are permitted to fax a log sheet (included with the advance letter) to a toll free 
number.  Similarly, vessel operators may fax VTRs for each trip taken during the reference 
week1.  Finally, vessel representatives have the option of submitting data via an online 
instrument that was developed specifically for the FHTS.  The tool is PIN-protected. A unique 
PIN is assigned during sample selection.  PIN numbers and instructions for submitting data 
through the online instrument are included in the advance letter.   
 
2.3 Estimation Design 

The estimation weights for the FHTS are formed in stages.  The first stage is the creation of a 
base weight for the sampled vessel, which is the inverse of the selection probability.  The second 
stage is a non-response adjustment, which is applied at the stratum level.   
Estimates of total for-hire fishing effort (Ŷf) are produced using these nonresponse adjusted 
weights. 
 

𝑌𝑌𝑓𝑓� =  ��𝜔𝜔ℎ𝑖𝑖
∗ 𝑦𝑦ℎ𝑖𝑖

𝑛𝑛ℎ

𝑖𝑖=1

𝐻𝐻

ℎ=1

  

 
where 𝜔𝜔ℎ𝑖𝑖

∗
 and 𝑦𝑦ℎ𝑖𝑖  are the final, nonresponse adjusted weight and reported number of recreational 

fishing trips, respectfully, for vessel i of stratum h. 
 
3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
The FHTS utilizes a multi-faceted approach to maximize response rates and minimize potential 
nonresponse bias.  First, intensive interviewer training and tested methodological approaches are 
employed to maximize response. Interviewers are tested for skills in effective communication 
with potential respondents, and/or accurate coding of responses before they are hired for training. 
Training familiarizes interviewers with a procedures manual, develops interviewing skills 
through role-playing exercises and builds interviewer confidence. Supervision and additional 
training of interviewers occurs during the conduct of all telephone surveys. Call-center 
supervisors monitor in-progress interviews and provide immediate feedback and additional 
training as needed. 

                                                           
1 Vessel Trip Reports (OMB Control no. 0648-0212) are mandatory logbook reporting requirements for all vessels 
permitted under the Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop, Atlantic surf clam, ocean quahog, 
Northeast (NE) multispecies, monkfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, 
Atlantic herring, tilefish, red crab and skate fishery management plans.   



 
6 

 
In addition, the FHTS utilizes a multi-mode approach to encourage survey participation.  
Representatives of selected vessels can proactively submit fishing information through an online 
instrument, by faxing completed logbook entries to a toll-free fax number or by calling a toll-free 
number to initiate a telephone interview.  Vessel operators who do not proactively report will be 
contacted and asked to participate in a telephone interview.  Response options are described in 
the advance letter. 
 
Finally, residual nonresponse will be handled through nonresponse weighting adjustment.  
Specifically, the weights of non-responding vessels will be transferred to respondents within 
adjustment cells. Generally, nonresponse adjustment cells will be defined at the stratum level.   
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
NOAA Fisheries staff is currently examining sampling allocations in an effort to optimize 
data collection.  No additional studies are planned. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
John Foster (301-427-8130) is the current NMFS contact for the FHTS. Data collections are 
performed under grant and contract, while NOAA Fisheries staff performs the statistical 
analyses.  A current grant supports state agency FHTS data collection in Maine, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi. The current contractor conducting FHTS data 
collection for the other states is QuanTech, Inc. of Rockville, Maryland. 
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State Agency Contact Information 

 

David Molnar, Connecticut Marine Fisheries Division 
david.molnar@ct.gov 

860-434-6043 

Scott Newlin, Delaware Division of Fish & Wildlife 
scott.newlin@state.de.us 

302-739-4782 

Kathy Knowlton, Georgia DNR Coastal Resources 
Division 

kathy.knowlton@dnr.state.ga.us 
912-262-3122 

Dave Martins, Massachusetts Division of Marine 
Fisheries 

dave.martins@state.ma.us 
508-990-2860 

Bruce Joule, Maine Dept of Marine Resources 
bruce.joule@maine.gov 

207-633-9500 
 

Connie Lewis, Maryland DNR Fishing and Boating 
Services 

connie.lewis@maryland.gov 
410-260-8296 

Dallis Tucker, North Carolina Marine Fisheries 
dallis.tucker@ncdenr.gov 

252-948-3816 

Kevin Sullivan, New Hampshire Fish & Game 
Department 

kevin.sullivan@wildlife.nh.gov 
603-868-1095 

Tom Baum, New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife 
Bureau of Marine Fisheries 
tom.baum@dep.state.nj.us 

609-748-2020 

John Maniscalco, New York State Dept of 
Environmental 

Conservation Marine Resources 
jdmanisc@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

631-444-0437 

John Lake, Rhode Island Division of Fish & Wildlife 
john.lake@gdem.ri.gov 

401-423-1942 
 

Brad Floyd, South Carolina Dept of Natural 
Resources 

Office of Fisheries 
floydb@dnr.sc.gov 

843-953-9389 

Lewis Gillingham, Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission 

lewis.gillingham@mrc.virginia.gov 
757-508-4768 

September 7, 2017 
 

 
 

«rname» 
«rep_add» 
«rep_cty», «rep_st».  «rep_zip» 

 
 

Dear «First_Name»,  

The For-Hire Survey is the official method for collecting recreational catch and effort data from 
the Atlantic for-hire (charter and party/headboat) fleet.  For-hire vessels are sampled weekly from 
a vessel directory to report trip information for the previous week’s fishing activity; catch 
information is obtained through a dockside/at-sea field survey.  

Now in our <<ordinal number>> year, we continue to rely on captains like you to make this 
survey a success.    

You have been selected to report fishing activity of the «vsl_name» 

for the week of:  «Begin_Date» through «End_Date» 
 
Even if you did not fish during the reporting period indicated below it is still important that you 
participate in the survey. The enclosed logsheet can be used to record your trip information during 
the specified week of fishing (instructions are provided on the back of the sheet).  Beginning 
Monday, «Call_Date», we will attempt to contact you by telephone to collect this 
information or you can: 

 Logon to <<website>> beginning Monday, «Call_Date» using your 
assigned PIN; 

 Schedule/initiate a phone interview by calling the following toll-free hotline:  
<<toll-free number>>; or 

 Fax the enclosed logsheet to the following toll-free fax number:  <<toll-free 
number>>. 

If we do not receive a fax or you do not participate online, you will be contacted as indicated 
above. 

If you have any questions concerning the alternate reporting options or this important survey, 
please contact Daemian Schreiber at (301) 427-8104 or send an email to 
daemian.schreiber@noaa.gov.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely,  

 
John Foster, Supervisory Statistician 
NOAA Fisheries 

Vessel Name: «vsl_name» 
 
Vessel Number: «vsl_num» 
 
PIN: «pin» 



PRA Statement: 

 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3.5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 

instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to John Foster, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-

West Hwy SSCM3 Room 12400, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative 

Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification 

as to its source. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for 

failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 

displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.    



 
FOR-HIRE WEEKLY PHONE SURVEY FORM 

VESSEL NAME – Mine Mine 
VESSEL NUMBER – DE1234YOU 

FOR WEEK – Monday, 8/10/2009, through Sunday, 8/16/2009 - EXAMPLE 

TRIP DATE 
TRIP TYPE 
CHARTER 
HEADBOAT 
OTHER 

NUMBER 
OF 

ANGLERS 

ORIGIN OF TRIP 

FISHING 
SITE 

TARGET 
SPECIES 1 

TARGET 
SPECIES 2 

PRIMARY 
AREA 
FISHED 
GULF, OCEAN, 
SOUND 
RIVER 
BAY 

DISTANCE 
FROM 
SHORE 
(if in Gulf or Atl. 
Ocean) 

TIME 
TRIP 
START 

TIME 
TRIP 
ENDED 

HOURS 
FISHED 

STATE COUNTY 

1              

2              

3              

4              

5              

6              

7              

8              

9              

10              

11              

12              

13              

14              

15              

16              

17              

18              

19              

20              

21              



INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN FORM 
 
We are providing this form so that you can see what fishing effort information we will ask you to supply in a 
telephone interview.  You may choose to use this form to document your fishing activity for the vessel and week 
designated on this form.  Fisheries personnel will contact you by telephone sometime during the week after the 
fishing activity occurred.  Please help us to accurately represent your industry by cooperating with the telephone 
interview. 
 
This form should be filled out for the week of Monday, 8/10/2009 through Sunday 8/16/2009, only. 
 
Trip - The sequential number of the trip taken that week beginning on Monday. 
Date - The date of the trip (month/day/year). 
Trip Type - The type of trip taken as defined below. 
 Charter Trip - A fishing trip with paying passengers who hired the vessel as a group. 
 Headboat Trip - A fishing trip with paying passengers who paid to fish as individuals. 
 Other Trip - A trip with no paying passengers or a non-fishing trip. 
Number of Anglers - The number of people fishing on the trip (excluding captain and crew for charter trips). 
State of Departure - The state from which the fishing trip originated. 
County of Departure - The county from which the fishing trip originated. 
Fishing Site - The name of the site from which the trip originated. 
Target Species - The main or primary species of fish targeted on this trip.  Up to two species can be 
entered, with the primary species entered first. 
Primary Area Fished - The primary area of fishing on this trip as defined below. 
 Gulf, Open bay - Fishing in offshore waters or an open bay. 
 Sound - Fishing in a semi-enclosed or enclosed embayment named “Sound”. 
 River - Saltwater fishing in rivers. 
 Bay - Fishing in an enclosed bay (e.g. Pine Island Sound). 
Distance From Shore - Only to be used if fishing occurred in the Gulf or an Open Bay.  The 
distance from shore where fishing primarily took place as defined below. 
 <= 10 miles - Fishing in the Gulf of Mexico from the shore out to 10 miles. 
 > 10 miles - Fishing in the Gulf of Mexico greater than 10 miles out from shore. 
 <= 3 miles - Fishing in the Atlantic Ocean from shore out to 3 miles. 

> 3 miles - Fishing in the Atlantic Ocean greater than 3 miles out from shore. 
Time Trip Started - Time of day vessel departed the dock or ramp for the fishing trip. 
Time Trip Ended - Time of day vessel arrived back at the dock or ramp. 
Hours Fished - The amount of time spent actively fishing with gear in the water to the nearest half-
hour. 
 



  
OMB Control No. 0648-0709         

Expiration Date: TBD 
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3.5 minutes per  

response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data 

sources, gathering, and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 

of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions 

for reducing this burden to John Foster, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy SSCM3 

Room 12400, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of  

the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of  

Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form  

without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person 

is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to  

comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 

Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 

Number.    



  
Hello, I’m calling on behalf of NOAA Fisheries Services and the For-Hire Survey.  Can I please speak to 
name of contact?  If person sought is not available, ask if they will be available anytime this week.  If 
yes, scheduled convenient time to call back to talk to that person, thank respondent, and terminate 
interview.  If no, thank respondent and terminate interview. 
 
Are you still the captain, owner or designated representative of the [vessel name]?   
 
If “yes”, ask: Can you provide information on the activity of the [vessel name] during the last week 

(Monday through Sunday)?   
If “yes”, continue to survey description. 
   

If “no”, ask:   Is someone else currently operating the [vessel name]?  
If “yes”, then ask:  Do you know the name and telephone number of new 
contact?   

If “yes”, take name and telephone number, thank respondent and 
terminate interview.   
If “no”, denote whatever information is given and terminate 
interview. 

 
The [vessel name] has been selected at random from a directory of for-hire fishing vessels to be included in 
this week’s survey of trips. The information you provide will be used to estimate total fishing effort and 
catch by the for-hire sector which is essential for assessing the health of fish stocks. This data will remain 
confidential, and this survey is being conducted in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, therefore your 
participation is voluntary.  The estimated reporting burden for this survey is approximately 3.5 minutes. 
(Continue with interview)  
 
 
INTRO TWO: (for previously interviewed vessel reps) 
 
Hello this is [interviewer name] calling on behalf of NOAA Fisheries for the For-Hire Survey.  May I 
speak with [contact name]? 

 
Alternate survey description for re-contacts:  
 
The [vessel name] has been selected for this week’s sample and I am calling to collect your effort 
information for this time period.  As you know, this data will remain confidential, and this survey is being 
conducted in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, therefore your participation is voluntary.  The 
estimated reporting burden for this survey is approximately 3.5 minutes.   
 
(Continue with interview.) 



  
 
 
Q1 During the last week (Monday through Sunday), how many saltwater fishing trips targeting finfish 

did the [vessel name] take?   
  Record –  

If Q1=0, go to Q18. 
 
Q2 How many of these trips were with paying passengers?   

Record –  
  
Q3 How many of these trips consisted of more than one day of fishing?   
  Record –  
 
Q4 During the last week (Monday through Sunday), how many additional non-fishing trips did your 

boat make? Please include any trips taken for fuel, bait, or other recreational activities.   
Record – If Q4>0, go to 4A. 

 
Q4A On what days did each of these additional boat trips occur? 
  Record –  
 
 Now that we have information on the total number of trips taken, we would like to obtain specific information 

about each of these trips.  We will begin with the most recent recreational fishing trip and work backwards to 
last Monday. 

 
Q5 Did your boat take any saltwater fishing trips that ended on day of week (starting with Sunday)?  

If “yes”, obtain the total number of trips that day.  Repeat this and the following questions 
for each day of the week.  If more than one trip is made in one day, profile each trip 
separately for that day. 

1=Monday 
2=Tuesday 
3=Wednesday 
4=Thursday 
5=Friday 
6=Saturday 
7=Sunday 

 
Q6 How many separate fishing trips did you take on [trip_date]? 

 Record –  
 
Q6A Was this trip with paying passengers? 
  Yes –   

No –  
 
Q7 We are only interested in collecting information about passengers who actively fished by having a 

line in the water.  Excluding captain and crew, how many people actually fished during the trip?  
Record –  

 
Q8 Did this trip return to a [State where vessel was sampled] marina, dock, or launch ramp?     

Yes – Go to Q9 



  
  No – Go to Q8A 
 
Q8A To what state did your boat return from this trip? 
  Record –  
 
Q9 To what county did this trip return? (Record FIPS code for county of trip). 
  Record –  
 
Q10 Did this trip return to a marina, dock, or launch ramp to which the public normally has access?  If 

so, to what particular marina, dock, or launch ramp did this trip return?  (Record MRFSS 4-digit 
site code) 

7777=private access site  
8888=unknown public access site  
9999=refused site information  
 

Q11 At what time (to the nearest half-hour) did your boat leave the dock for that trip?  (Record return 
time as military time) 

Record – 
 
Q12 At what time (to the nearest half-hour) did your boat return from that trip?  (Record return time 

as military time) 
Record – 

 
Q13 To the nearest half-hour, how much time was spent actively fishing with gear in the water?  

(Record vessel fishing hours.  If vessel fishing hours exceed 24 hours record “yes” for multi-
day trip and split into individual day trips on consecutive days with equal fishing hours) 

Record – 
 
Q14 What fishing method or methods (read all options) were used on that trip?  (Record as many 

options as offered) 
1=trolling 
2=bottom fishing 
3=casting 
4=fly-fishing 
5=drifting 
6=chunking 
7=chumming 
8=other 
97=don’t know 
99=refused 
 

Q15 Was most of your fishing effort on that trip in the ocean, a gulf, a river, a sound, an inlet, or a bay? 
  

1= ocean – Go to Q 15A 
2= sound – Go to Q16 
3= river – Go to Q16 
4= bay – Go to Q16 
5= inlet or other non-ocean water body – Go to Q16 

 



  
 

Q15A Was most of your fishing less than or greater than three miles from shore? 
1=less than 3 miles  
2=greater than 3 miles  

 
Q16 Did this trip cover more than one day of fishing?   
  Yes – Go to Q16A 

No – Go to Q17 
 
Q16A How many days of fishing occurred on this trip?   
  Record – 
 
Q17 What species were targeted on that trip?  That is, when you left the dock, what species were you 

planning on fishing for?  (Record 10-digit NMFS codes for up to two species or species 
groups; refer to state or regional short list of species and species groups)  
 
[26] Other Species 
[98] Don’t know/Don’t remember 
[99] Refused 

 
FOLLOW-UP  
 
Q18 Did you receive notification from us that we would contact you for this interview?  If “no”, ask 

for correct mailing address and briefly explain that a letter will be sent prior to any later 
contacts and continue.   

Yes – Go to Q19 
No – Record correct address. Go to Q19 
Don’t know – Go to Q19 
Refused – Go to Q19 

 
Q19 In case the vessel name is ever selected again for this survey, at what time of day would you prefer 

to be called? (Record preferred time as military time) 
 
Those are all of the questions that I have for you, thank you for your time and cooperation.   Have a good 
day/evening.  Goodbye. 



PRA Statement: 

 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3.5 

minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing 

data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 

reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate 

or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to John Foster, NOAA Fisheries Service, 

1315 East-West Hwy SSCM3 Room 12400, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 

402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, 

Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in 

aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any 

other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 

subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to 

the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 

displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.    

  



For-Hire Telephone Survey - Web-based Tool  
FHS vessel representatives respond to the for-hire questions over the Web via the 

FHS Web-based tool link: http://Quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/ 

 
This section displays all the FHS Web-based Tool screen shots for future reference, 

and also presents various cases to show screen sequences and patterns.  

 

Screen shots of the Web-based tool  

This section shows the FHS Web-based tool screen that vessel representatives see 

while keying the fishery data.  

 
Welcome Screen 

 Vessel representative:  

- Receive a pre-defined Personal Identification Number (PIN) to complete 

the For-Hire Survey interview for the designed week.  

 Contractor company (Quantech as of year 2008-12):  

- Mail a letter to the vessel representative who is responsible to complete 

and submit the fishing trip and catch information related to the identified 

vessel during a specific week period. 

 

The FHS Web-based tool is located on the following link: 

http://Quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/ 

 

 

Figure 7 – Login-in Web tool screen 

http://quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/
http://quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/


Introduction Screen 

The Introduction screen filters the vessel representatives’ responses to facilitate 

and minimize the data collection process (see Figure 8). The screen provides five 

different options that determine whether the vessel respondents need to complete the 

survey or if the vessel information is updated.  

 

 

Figure 8 – Introduction screen 

Vessel Verification Screen 

On the Web-based tool, the vessel verification screen is pre-filled to facilitate the 

data collection process. The vessel representative reviews and updates, if applicable, 

the following pre-filled information (see Figure 9): 



 

Figure 9 – Vessel verification screen 

 

Vessel Verification Screen (continued) 

The second portion of the Vessel verification screen classifies the HMS permit of the 

sampled vessel into four categories (see Figure 12): 

 

Figure 10 – Vessel verification screen 



Trip summary for vessel X during the sample week period Screen 

This screen serves as a filter that determines whether the sampled vessel completed 

any fishing trip activity during the sample week period (see Figure 11). The respondent 

may click on: 

 Add a trip implies that the vessel representative completed fishing activity 

during the sample week and will provide the information required on the 

following screen Add Trip. 

 No Trips Taken/Did not Fish This Week implies that the vessel representative did 

not complete any fishing activity during the sample week. 

 

 

Figure 11- Vessel X number of trips screen 

Add a trip Screen 

This screen collects detailed information per day of fishing trip (see Figure 12). 

Vessel representative provides the following information: 

 Start date includes a list of dates covered within the sampled two weeks. 

 Start time includes a list of hours covered within the sampled dates per week. 

 End date includes a list of dates covered within the sampled two weeks 

 End time includes a list of hours covered within the sampled dates per week. 

 

In this screen, the vessel representative identifies what kind of fishing trip the 

sampled vessel performed during the specific sample week, such as: 

 For-hire Recreational Fishing Trip, or 

 For-hire Recreational Fishing Trip that targeted Large Pelagic Species, or 

 Private Recreational Fishing Trip (no paying passengers), or 



 Private Recreational Fishing Trip targeting LPS (no paying passengers), or 

 Other trip (bait, fuel, sight-seeing) 

 

 

Figure 12 – Add vessel trips screen 

Add a For-Hire trip Screen 

The Add a For-Hire Trip screen collects detailed information of each For-Hire trip 

completed by the sampled vessel on a specific day of the week identified by the time 

period (see Figure 13). Each Vessel representative provides the: 

 Start date: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 

 Start time: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 

 End date: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 

 End time: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 



 

Figure 13 – Add a for-hire trip screen 

Add a Trip Screen 

In Add a Trip screen, the vessel representative’s answer indicates that the 

sampled vessel has an HMS permit for Anglers.  For example, the vessel representative, 

, indicates whether the For-Hire fishing activity was completed within or equal to 3 miles 

from shore (see Figure 14).  

 



 

Figure 14 – Add a trip screen 

For-Hire questions Screen 

In the For-hire Question screen, the vessel representative answers additional 

questions about the For-Hire trip (see Figure 15). For example,the vessel representative, 

indicates whether the For-Hire fishing activity was completed within or equal to 3 miles 

from shore.  

 

Figure 15 – For-hire questions screen 



For-Hire questions Screen 

In the For-hire Questions screen, the vessel representative adds, edits, or deletes 

information for any For-Hire trip completed within the sampled week submitted on 

previous screens (see Figure 16). The screen also displays the information submitted by 

the vessel representative in a summary table. Once the vessel representative enters 

and confirms that all the For-Hire trips belong to the sampled week, the vessel 

representative clicks on Survey Complete / All Trips Entered icon to access the following 

screen.  

 

Figure 16 – Summary trips screen 

Add a For-Hire LPS Trip 

The Add a For-hire LPS Trip collects information for the Large Pelagic Survey (LPS) 
(see Figure 17).  

 
Figure 17 – Add a For-hire LPS trip screen 



Thank you Screen 

The Thank you screen displays a gratitude note for the vessel representative. The 

gratitude note acknowledges that the vessel representative completed and submitted 

the data related to the For-Hire trip of the sampled week using the Web tool. The screen 

also shows a survey summary of the vessel representative’s responses prior to final 

submission. The vessel representative has the option to edit the responses by clicking 

the Cancel option (see Figure 18). 

 

Figure 18 – Thank you screen 

Survey complete Screen 

The Survey Complete screen shows a Thank You note for the vessel 

representative to acknowledge that the vessel representative submitted the data 

related to the For-Hire trip completed within the sampled week. The screen also 

provides a Write-in space for Comments, in case the vessel representative has any 

suggestions to improve the survey (see Figure 19).  



 

Figure 19 – Survey complete note screen 

Notice Screen 

The Notice screen displays an informative note as to whether the vessel 

representative logged off or the For-Hire Survey Web site automatically logged off the 

vessel representative from the Web site (see Figure 20). 

 

Figure 20 – logged out screen 
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document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

The meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt at (503) 820–2411 at least 
10 business days prior to the meeting 
date. 

Dated: July 7, 2017. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14603 Filed 7–11–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; For Hire Telephone 
Survey 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 11, 
2017. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to John Foster, (301) 427–8130 
or john.foster@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. The For-Hire Telephone 
Survey (FHTS) is conducted for the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) to estimate fishing effort and 
catch on for-hire vessels (i.e., charter 
boats and head boats). These data are 
required to carry out provisions of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), as amended, 
regarding conservation and management 
of fishery resources. 

NOAA Fisheries designed and 
implemented the FHTS to collect 
fishing effort information from for-hire 
vessel representatives through log sheet 
submission, the internet, or by 
telephone interview. For-hire vessels are 
randomly selected for the FHTS from a 
comprehensive sample frame developed 
and maintained by NMFS. A sample of 
10% of the vessels on the FHTS frame 
are selected for reporting each week. 
Each interview collects information 
about the vessel, the number and type 
of trips the vessel made during the 
reporting week, the number of anglers 
on each trip, and other trip-level 
information. 

The FHTS estimates are combined 
with estimates derived from 
independent but complementary 
surveys of fishing trips, the Access- 
Point Angler Intercept Survey, to 
estimate total, state-level fishing catch, 
by species. These estimates are used in 
the development, implementation, and 
monitoring of fishery management 
programs by the NMFS, regional fishery 
management councils, interstate marine 
fisheries commissions, and state fishery 
agencies. 

II. Method of Collection 

Information will be collected through 
telephone interviews using a Computer 
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) 
System. In lieu of telephone interviews, 
respondents may also provide 
information by submitting a log sheet or 
participating in the survey online. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0709. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a current information collection). 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

22,000. 
Estimated Time per Response: 31⁄2 

minutes each for a telephone interview; 
to complete a response online; and to 
fax the log sheet. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,283. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: July 7, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14575 Filed 7–11–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

BUREAU OF CONSUMER FINANCIAL 
PROTECTION 

[Docket No. CFPB–2017–0011] 

Request for Information Regarding the 
Small Business Lending Market; 
Extension 

AGENCY: Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection. 
ACTION: Notice; extension of comment 
period. 

SUMMARY: On May 15, 2017, the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB or Bureau) published a Request 
for Information Regarding the Small 
Business Lending Market (RFI), which 
provides that comments must be 
received on or before July 14, 2017. On 
May 23, 2017, the Bureau received a 
letter from thirteen industry trade 
associations requesting a 60-day 
comment period extension for this RFI. 
The additional time is requested in 
order to develop meaningful responses 
to the RFI. The Bureau believes the 
extension will allow all stakeholders the 
opportunity to provide more robust 
responses that will further develop the 
Bureau’s understanding of the small 
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