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 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

ANNUAL NORTHERN FUR SEAL SUBSISTENCE  
HARVEST REPORTING FOR THE PRIBILOF ISLANDS, ALASKA  

 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0699 

 
This is an extension of a currently approved information collection. 
 
The subsistence harvest of northern fur seals is cooperatively managed by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the 
Tribal Governments of St. Paul and St. George Islands under § 119 of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 1388 (MMPA) and governed by regulations found in 50 CFR part 216 
subpart F, Taking for Subsistence Purposes under the Fur Seal Act (16 U.S.C. 1511). The 
regulations, laws, and cooperative agreement are focused on conserving northern fur seals 
through cooperative effort and consultation regarding effective management of human activities 
related to the subsistence harvests of northern fur seals and Steller sea lions. In 2014, NMFS 
obtained a collection of information control number (79 FR 65327; November 04, 2014).   

This an information collection for the annual subsistence harvest of juvenile male northern fur 
seals by Alaska Natives (Pribilovians) residing in the communities of St. Paul and St. George, 
Alaska (Pribilof Islands) under 50 CFR 216 subpart F.  The estimates of the subsistence 
requirements of the Pribilovians to comply with 50 CFR 216.72(b) are derived from historic 
harvest levels recorded by NMFS, and in direct consultation with, the Tribal Governments of St. 
Paul and St. George Islands in Alaska and their respective local Native corporations (Tanadgusix 
and Tanaq). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The northern fur seal (Callorhinus ursinus) ranges throughout the North Pacific Ocean from 
southern California north to the Bering Sea and west to the Okhotsk Sea and Honshu Island, 
Japan. Breeding is restricted to only a few sites on some of the islands in the Pribilof, Kuril and 
Commander Island groups and on Bogoslof, San Miguel, and Robben Islands.  Northern fur seals 
pup, mate, and suckle on land in isolated breeding and resting areas, forage in the marine 
environment within a few hundred nautical miles (nmi) of these locations, and migrate into the 
marine environment for the winter and spring each year before returning to their breeding 
islands.  
 
On the Pribilof Islands, lactating females forage within a few hundred nmi of the breeding areas.  
Pups are weaned in November and December, at about 125 days old, and abruptly depart to sea 
for an 18-month at sea migratory period before returning to land.  Most females, weaned young 
of the year, and sub-adults leave the Bering Sea by December and migrate south as far as 
Southern California in the eastern North Pacific and Japan in the western North Pacific. They 
remain in the pelagic marine environment of the North Pacific Ocean until March, when they 
begin their northward migration. Adult males are believed to migrate only as far south as the 
Gulf of Alaska. 
 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/mmpa.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/mmpa.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=c3391e4b5b9f57adec9b1021be8f84bf&node=sp50.10.216.f&rgn=div6
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=c3391e4b5b9f57adec9b1021be8f84bf&node=sp50.10.216.f&rgn=div6
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NMFS Alaska Region and the Tribal Governments of St. Paul and St. George Islands 
cooperatively manage the subsistence harvest of northern fur seals under § 119 of the MMPA.  
Representatives of the Tribal Governments of St. Paul and St. George Islands (Pribilof Islands) 
signed and maintain agreements declaring a shared interest in the conservation and management 
of fur seals.  These agreements also designate co-management councils which meet with NMFS 
throughout the year to discuss the status of the northern fur seals.  NMFS representatives are 
responsible for compiling information related to sources of human-caused mortality and serious 
injury of marine mammals.  The Tribal representatives are responsible for reporting their 
subsistence needs and actual level of subsistence take.  This information is critical to updating 
stock assessment reports and for making determinations under § 216.72.  Collection of 
information from § 216.72 includes dates, locations, and numbers of seals harvested, the extent 
of utilization of fur seals taken, and other information necessary for the Assistant Administrator 
to make determinations under § 216.72(f) & (g) and estimating the subsistence needs of the 
Pribilovians every 3 years under § 216.72(b).  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The subsistence harvest of northern fur seals on the Pribilof Islands, Alaska, is governed by 
regulations found in 50 CFR part 216 subpart F--Taking for Subsistence Purposes.  These 
regulations were published under the authority of the Fur Seal Act, 16 U.S.C. 1151, et seq. The 
purpose of these regulations is to (1) authorize the take of fur seals to a level that provides for the 
subsistence needs of the Pribilovians, (2) ensure take of fur seals is not accomplished in a 
wasteful manner, and (3) restrict the take of fur seals by sex, age, and season for herd 
management purposes. 
 
Since the first Aleuts were brought to the islands in the late 1700s, fur seal meat has been a 
dietary staple; parts of the fur seal can be used in the creation of authentic native articles of 
handicraft under § 216.73. NMFS published emergency interim subsistence harvest regulations 
in 1985.  On July 9, 1986 (51 FR 24828), NMFS restricted the subsistence harvest of northern 
fur seals to a level providing for the legitimate subsistence needs of the Pribilovians.  Alaska 
Natives residing on the Pribilof Islands are authorized to take northern fur seal during 
subsistence harvests, with a take range determined from household surveys and recent 
information from the Tribal Governments of St. Paul and St. George. The estimated number of 
seals needed for subsistence uses were derived from a variety of historical records and 
extrapolations. Since 1995, the subsistence harvest has stabilized, and the subsistence harvest is 
not controversial.  NMFS has most recently considered food security as part of the process to 
derive the subsistence estimate (82 FR 59044, August 17, 2017). 
 
The commercial harvest, not the subsistence harvest, of fur seals was a major source of human-
induced mortality for more than 200 years, and the abundance of fur seals has fluctuated greatly 
in the past, largely due to commercial harvests that included females.  Commercial harvest of fur 
seals peaked during 1961 with more than 126,000 animals harvested, and ended in 1985. The 
commercial harvest level, the manner in which the seals were taken by the government and the 
fur seal decline was the subject of significant public controversy through the cessation of the 
commercial harvest and beginning of the subsistence harvest. Litigation between NMFS and 
conservation groups occurred at this time, but NMFS ultimately prevailed and the subsistence 
use regulations were upheld.   
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A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Regulations for northern fur seal subsistence harvest have been in existence since 1985.  
However, an information collection to support those regulations for St. Paul and St. George 
Island sub-adult subsistence harvest season did not previously exist.  The collection of 
information control number was obtained in 2014 as part of the final rule 0648-BD12. This 
collection of subsistence use information would be an extension that obtained in 2014.  
 
NMFS would set the annual Pribilof Islands fur seal subsistence take ranges as required by 
regulations at 50 CFR 216.72(b).  NMFS must publish in the Federal Register a summary of the 
preceding three years of harvesting by Alaskan Native residents annually on the Pribilof Islands 
(i.e., Pribilovians) and the expected upper and lower range of annual harvest levels for the next 
three years. NMFS completed this process on August 6, 2014 (79 FR 45728) and again on 
August 17, 2017 (82 FR 39044). These ranges were developed through close consultation with 
the Tribal Governments of St. Paul and St. George Islands and have been determined to provide 
adequate food security and to provide flexibility to meet the local subsistence needs for the Aleut 
community living in the Pribilof Islands (Pribilovians). 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
a.  Annual northern fur seal subsistence harvest report  
 
The regulations at 50 CFR 216.72 state that Pribilovians are responsible for reporting their 
subsistence needs and actual level of subsistence take.  The Pribilovians continue to conduct the 
annual sub-adult male subsistence harvest reporting for St. Paul and St. George as has occurred 
for the past decade through the tribal governments under co-management.  NMFS will collect the 
information regarding all fur seal harvests during the second season in the autumn on St. George 
Island and begin to work towards a self-reporting process in future years.  Reporting of the actual 
harvests during the second harvest season will be the responsibility of NMFS in consultation 
with the St. George tribal council under co-management. 
 
As described in the background, the collection of information includes dates, locations, and 
numbers of seals harvested and their sex, the extent of utilization of fur seals taken, and other 
information necessary for the Assistant Administrator to make determinations under § 216.72(f) 
& (g) and estimating the subsistence needs of the Pribilovians every 3 years under § 216.72(b). 
 
The Assistant Administrator is required to suspend the take of fur seals if he determines under § 
216.72(f) that the subsistence needs have been met, the harvest is being conducted in a wasteful 
manner, or the lower end of the harvest range has been reached.  These determinations are made 
based on information collected from the NMFS monitoring and Pribilovians annual harvest 
reports.  NMFS collects information every three years in order to estimate the subsistence needs 
of the Pribilovians during the upcoming 3 years.  The Council and NMFS regularly meet to share 
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information and discuss cooperative management of the subsistence harvest of marine mammals 
under the co-management agreement.   
 
NMFS receives electronic copies of the northern fur seal subsistence harvest reports from the 
tribal governments of St. Paul and St. George annually and subsequently posts these reports 
online  (url to be announced) and includes the relevant data in the annual NOAA Technical 
Memorandum series, Fur Seal Investigations, and the annual Alaska Marine Mammal Stock 
Assessment Report. 
 

Harvest Report, Respondent 
Number of respondents 
Total annual responses  
   Frequency of response = 1 
Total burden hours  
   Time per response = 40 hr 
Total personnel cost ($25/hr) 
Total miscellaneous cost  
   Internet access/hour = 0.20 x 40 

2 
2 

 
80 hr 

 
$2,000 

$8 

 
 
 

Harvest report, Federal Government 
Total annual responses 
Total burden hours  
   Time per response = 16 
Total personnel cost ($50/hr) 
Total miscellaneous cost 

2 
32 hr 

 
$1,600 

$0   

 
 
By April 1 of every third year, the Assistant Administrator has published in the Federal Register 
a summary of the preceding three years of harvesting and a discussion of the number of seals 
expected to be taken annually over the next 3 years to satisfy the subsistence requirements of 
each island. This discussion includes: 
 
 ♦ An assessment of factors and conditions on St. Paul and St. George Islands that influence 

the need by Pribilovians to take fur seals for subsistence uses, and  
 
 ♦ An assessment of any changes to those conditions indicating that the number of fur seals 

that may be taken for subsistence each year should be made higher or lower.  
 
Most recently NMFS published the 2014-2016 harvests levels, proposed 2017-2019 harvest 
levels, and request for comments (82 FR 22797; May 18, 2017). NMFS published a final 
notification of the expected annual harvest levels for 2014-2016 (82 FR 39044; August 17, 
2017). 
 
The sub-adult male harvest reports from the tribal governments of St. Paul and St. George have 
included the following information: 1) number, sex, and dates of fur seals harvested, 2) methods 
of gathering and herding of fur seals during the harvesting period, 3) environmental conditions, 
4) cases of death due to hyperthermia, 5) occurrence of adult male and females fur seals 
harvested, 6) occurrence of flipper-tagged fur seals, 7) number of fur seals entangled in marine 
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debris and the number of seals disentangled, 8) health status of fur seals and oil contamination of 
pelts, 9) incidence of by-products and waste during the harvest process, 10) research conducted 
during the harvest and visitors requesting to view the harvest. We expect future reports will 
contain the same information, and anticipate that the information provided in the reports will 
include that necessary to make determinations under 50 CFR 216.72(f) and 50 CFR 216.72(b). 
 
NMFS has received actual sub-adult male harvest reports from both tribal governments via the 
co-management process for the past decade.  NMFS has chosen to create formal instructions for 
information collection based on the current reporting effort which assists NMFS in making the 
required determinations under the northern fur seal subsistence harvest regulations. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information.  NMFS will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA 
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 
of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The 
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
This collection consists of one annual report submitted by the tribal government from each island 
which may be submitted as an attachment to an email.  Instructions will be available via a Web 
site (url to be announced) and distributed in the communities. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
None of the information collected as part of this information collection duplicates other 
collections. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This action would not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small 
entities.  The harvest of northern fur seals on the Pribilof Islands, Alaska, is for subsistence uses 
only.  This action directly regulates the subsistence harvest of northern fur seals by Alaska 
Natives in the communities of St. George and St. Paul.  The estimates of subsistence need are 
derived based on historic harvest levels and direct consultation with the Tribal Government from 
St. George and St. Paul.  The action regulates only the practices and behavior of individual 
subsistence fur seal hunters on St. Paul and St. George Islands, none of whom meet the definition 
of ‘small entity’ under SBA criteria.   
 
This action would have no adverse economic impact and may provide a net benefit for the 
community of St. George and St. Paul Islands.  The community members will experience an 
opportunity to initiate a cultural tradition and obtain fresh subsistence foods and resources within 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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the proposed harvest ranges.   
 
The subsistence harvest of fur seals provides a local source of fresh meat for the communities’ 
consumption.  Fresh meat is commercially unavailable on St. George and St. Paul Islands; 
subsistence hunting and fishing are the primary means by which the communities meet their 
dietary needs.  No other fish or wildlife species are predictably available to replace fresh fur seal 
meat.  Replacement of the fur seal meat with livestock meat that is shipped to the islands is 
expensive and only available when air and barge service can deliver it frozen.  In addition, 
marine mammals such as fur seals are the preferred meat resource for Pribilovians. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
This action is necessary to improve recordkeeping and reporting efficiency and to improve the 
quality of data obtained by the Alaska Native tribes for northern fur seal management purposes.  
If this collection were not conducted, NMFS estimates of direct sources of human-caused 
mortality would be significantly compromised. NMFS ability to implement harvests 
management measures would be compromised.  NMFS ability to confirm the compliance with 
harvest restrictions would be impossible. NMFS ability to the estimate the potential effects of 
harvest on the ability of the population to recover would suffer from increased uncertainty and 
decreased ability to implement science-based management measures. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice was published on September 13 (82 FR 43001). No comments were 
received. 
 
Requests for comments were sent to the tribal governments of St. Paul and St. George. The St. 
Paul representative indicated that our estimate of time required to collect, maintain and report the 
information regarding the subsistence harvest of northern fur seals for St. Paul should be 40 
hours rather than 20. The St. George representative stated “no comment”. Based on the first 
comment, we have adjusted the report burden to 40 hours. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
This action requires the collection of information about the annual subsistence harvest of 
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northern fur seals on St. George and St. Paul Islands.  NMFS funding through the Alaska Native 
Co-management Funding Program provides the opportunity for both the St. George Island 
Traditional Council and the Aleut Community of St. Paul Island, Tribal Government to apply for 
grant funds to support subsistence harvest monitoring and reporting.  Both tribal governments 
have received funding in the past from NMFS to report the subsistence harvests of northern fur 
seals, and continue to submit annual funding proposals under the Alaska Native Co-management 
Funding Program. 
 
No payment or gift is provided under this program. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
The information collected is not confidential. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Total estimated unique respondents:  2. Total estimated responses:  2. Total estimated burden:  
80 hr.  Total estimated personnel cost:  $2,000. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Total estimated miscellaneous costs:  $8 for mailing, if the reports are not sent by e-mail.   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Total estimated annual burden:  32 hours.  Total estimated personnel cost:  $1,600.  Total 
annualized capital costs:  $0.   
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Based on the comment from the St. Paul representative, we changed the individual report burden 
from 20 to 40 hours. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Annually NMFS will review the northern fur seal subsistence harvest reports received from the 
tribal governments of St. George and St. Paul islands.  If any revisions or corrections are 
identified by NMFS in the harvest reports, NMFS will request the revised reports prior to their 
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publication online by NMFS.  In addition data extracted from the report will be referenced and 
used in NOAA’s Fur Seal Investigations and the Alaska Marine Mammal Stock Assessment 
Reports.   
 
By April 1 of every third year, beginning after publication of the rule, the Assistant 
Administrator will publish in the Federal Register a summary of the preceding three years of 
harvesting and a discussion of the number of seals expected to be taken annually over the next 
three years to satisfy the subsistence requirements of each island. This discussion will include the 
development of best harvest practices, an assessment of factors and conditions on St. Paul and St. 
George Islands that influence the need by Pribilovians to take fur seals for subsistence uses, and 
an assessment of any changes to those conditions indicating that the number of fur seals that may 
be taken for subsistence each year should be made higher or lower. Following a 30-day public 
comment period, a final notification of the expected annual harvest levels for the next three years 
will be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The seal harvest report is not a form, and therefore will not show the expiration date. 
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18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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thereafter. If no comments are received 
from NMFS, the draft report shall be 
considered to be the final report. 

(iii) In the unanticipated event that 
the specified activity clearly causes the 
take of a marine mammal in a manner 
prohibited by the IHA (if issued), such 
as an injury (Level A harassment), 
serious injury, or mortality, USCG shall 
immediately cease the specified 
activities and immediately report the 
incident to the Permits and 
Conservation Division, Office of 
Protected Resources, NMFS and the 
NMFS’ West Coast Stranding 
Coordinator. The report must include 
the following information: 

• Time, date, and location (latitude/ 
longitude) of the incident; 

• Name and type of vessel involved; 
• Vessel’s speed during and leading 

up to the incident; 
• Description of the incident; 
• Status of all sound source use in the 

24 hrs preceding the incident; 
• Water depth; 
• Environmental conditions (e.g., 

wind speed and direction, sea state, 
cloud cover, and visibility); 

• Description of all marine mammal 
observations in the 24 hrs preceding the 
incident; 

• Species identification or 
description of the animal(s) involved; 

• Fate of the animal(s); and 
• Photographs or video footage of the 

animal(s) (if equipment is available). 
Activities would not resume until 

NMFS is able to review the 
circumstances of the prohibited take. 
NMFS shall work with USCG to 
determine what is necessary to 
minimize the likelihood of further 
prohibited take and ensure MMPA 
compliance. USCG shall not resume 
their activities until notified by NMFS 
via letter, email, or telephone. 

(b) Reporting of Injured or Dead 
Marine Mammals. 

(i) In the event that USCG discovers 
an injured or dead marine mammal, and 
the lead PSO determines that the cause 
of the injury or death is unknown and 
the death is relatively recent (i.e., in less 
than a moderate state of decomposition 
as described in the next paragraph), 
USCG shall immediately report the 
incident to the Permits and 
Conservation Division, Office of 
Protected Resources, NMFS and the 
NMFS’ West Coast Stranding 
Coordinator. The report must include 
the same information identified in 
7(a)(iii). Activities may continue while 
NMFS reviews the circumstances of the 
incident. NMFS shall work with USCG 
to determine whether modifications in 
the activities are appropriate. 

(ii) In the event that USCG discovers 
an injured or dead marine mammal, and 

the lead PSO determines that the injury 
or death is not associated with or related 
to the activities authorized in the IHA 
(e.g., previously wounded animal, 
carcass with moderate to advanced 
decomposition, or scavenger damage), 
USCG shall report the incident to the 
Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS 
and the NMFS Stranding Hotline and/or 
by email to the NMFS’ West Coast 
Stranding Coordinator within 24 hrs of 
the discovery. USCG shall provide 
photographs or video footage (if 
available) or other documentation of the 
stranded animal sighting to NMFS. 
Activities may continue while NMFS 
reviews the circumstances of the 
incident. 

(c) Acoustic Monitoring Report— 
USCG shall submit an Acoustic 
Monitoring Report that will provide 
details on the monitored piles, method 
of installation, monitoring equipment, 
and sound levels documented during 
monitoring. NMFS shall review the 
acoustic monitoring report and suggest 
any changes in monitoring as needed. 

8. This Authorization may be 
modified, suspended or withdrawn if 
the holder fails to abide by the 
conditions prescribed herein or if NMFS 
determines the authorized taking is 
having more than a negligible impact on 
the species or stock of affected marine 
mammals. 

9. A copy of this Authorization must 
be in the possession of each contractor 
who performs the construction work at 
the Monterey Station Project. 

Request for Public Comments 

We request comment on our analyses, 
the draft authorization, and any other 
aspect of this Notice of Proposed IHA 
for the proposed pile driving activities 
for the USCG Monterey Station Project. 
Please include with your comments any 
supporting data or literature citations to 
help inform our final decision on the 
request for MMPA authorization. 

Dated: September 6, 2017. 

Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–19352 Filed 9–12–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Annual Northern 
Seal Subsistence Harvest Reporting 
and St. George Harvest Management 
Plan 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before November 13, 
2017. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Michael Williams, (907) 
271–5117, or michael.williams@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The subsistence harvest of northern 
fur seals is cooperatively managed by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and 
the Tribal Governments of St. Paul and 
St. George Islands (Pribilof Islands) 
under section 119 of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 1388 
(MMPA) and governed by regulations 
under section 102 of the Fur Seal Act, 
16 U.S.C. 1152 (FSA) found in 50 CFR 
part 216 subpart F, Taking for 
Subsistence Purposes. The regulations, 
laws, and cooperative agreement are 
focused on conserving northern fur seals 
through cooperative effort and 
consultation regarding effective 
management of human activities related 
to the subsistence harvests of northern 
fur seals and Steller sea lions. 

This request is for extension of the 
information collection for the annual 
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subsistence harvests of northern fur 
seals by Alaska Natives who reside on 
the Pribilof Islands (Pribilovians) under 
50 CFR 216 subpart F. 

The estimates of the number of fur 
seals necessary to satisfy the subsistence 
requirements of the Pribilovians to 
comply with 50 CFR 216.672(b) are 
derived from historic harvest levels 
reported by, and in direct consultation 
with, the Tribal Governments of St. Paul 
and St. George Islands in Alaska and 
their respective local Native 
corporations (Tanadgusix and Tanaq). 

II. Method of Collection 

Reports may be submitted via mail or 
email. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0699. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; state, local or tribal 
government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 2. 
Estimated Time per Response: 20 

hours. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 40. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $8 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 8, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–19394 Filed 9–12–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF664 

Marine Mammals; File No. 21422 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
James Lloyd-Smith, Ph.D., Department 
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 90095, has applied in 
due form for a permit to conduct 
research on marine mammals. 
DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email 
comments must be received on or before 
October 13, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species (APPS) home page, 
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then 
selecting File No. 21422 from the list of 
available applications. 

These documents are also available 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted to the Chief, 
Permits and Conservation Division, at 
the address listed above. Comments may 
also be submitted by facsimile to (301) 
713–0376, or by email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include the File No. in the subject line 
of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation 
Division at the address listed above. The 
request should set forth the specific 
reasons why a hearing on this 
application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shasta McClenahan or Sara Young, 
(301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended 
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216) and the Fur Seal Act of 1966, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.). 

The applicant requests a five year 
research permit to take California sea 
lions (CSL; Zalophus californianus) to 
study the disease ecology of Leptospira 
in the pinniped populations along the 
west coast of the United States. Up to 
460 non-pup CSL may be captured and 
sampled annually at several sites in 
California, Oregon, and Washington. 
During capture animals may be 
restrained and receive anesthesia, 
biological sampling (blood, urine, feces, 
vibrissae, hair and nail clip, and mucus 
membrane swabs), length and weight 
measurements, and external tags. An 
additional 60 non-target CSL, including 
large pups, may be incidentally 
captured and restrained to determine 
age and sex, but would be released 
without sampling. If opportunistically 
encountered during sampling, up to 30 
entangled CSL may be captured for 
disentanglement, and up 100 dead 
stranded CSL may be necropsied, 
annually. Up to 8 CSL may be taken by 
unintentional mortality during the 
requested five year permit. An 
additional 20,000 CSL, 5,000 Northern 
elephant seals (Mirounga angustirostris), 
500 Northern fur seals (Callorhinus 
ursinus), 100 harbor seals (Phoca 
vitulina), and 50 non-listed Steller sea 
lions (Eumetopias jubatus) may be 
disturbed incidentally to capture 
activities. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of the 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors. 

Dated: September 7, 2017. 
Julia Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–19393 Filed 9–12–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY 
COMMISSION 

Sunshine Act Meeting Notice 

TIME AND DATE: Monday, September 18, 
2017, 1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Hearing Room 420, Bethesda 
Towers, 4330 East West Highway, 
Bethesda, MD. 
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