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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
NOMINATION PROCESS for NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0682 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for an extension of an existing information collection necessary to provide the 
American public an opportunity to nominate marine areas which the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) may consider for designation as a national marine 
sanctuary, under the National Marine Sanctuaries Act.  This sanctuary nomination process, as 
finalized on June 13, 2014 (79 FR 33851), accepts proposals generated and driven by local and 
regional community groups and coalitions; these groups are responsible for submitting all 
information in support of their respective nominations.  NOAA began accepting new sanctuary 
nominations in 2014, after an OMB Control Number for this information collection was 
confirmed. 
 
Request for Public Comments 
NOAA wishes to continue accepting nominations from the public, and has prepared a notice 
seeking public comment on the proposed and/or continuing information collections, as required 
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.  This is a continuation of the process begun in 2013, 
with the initial filing of a request for new information collection, and considers the comments 
received on the proposed rule to establish the sanctuary nomination process, published on June 
28, 2013 (78 FR 38848). 
 
Nomination Criteria 
NOAA will analyze any nominations received for national marine sanctuaries based on the final 
criteria and considerations below, as established in the June 13, 2014 final rule.   
 
National Significance Criteria: 

1) The area’s natural resources and ecological qualities are of special significance and 
contribute to: biological productivity or diversity; maintenance or enhancement of 
ecosystem structure and function; maintenance of ecologically or commercially 
important species or species assemblages; maintenance or enhancement of critical 
habitat, representative biogeographic assemblages, or both; or maintenance or 
enhancement of connectivity to other ecologically significant resources. 

2) The area contains submerged maritime heritage resources of special historical, cultural, 
or archaeological significance, that: individually or collectively are consistent with the 
criteria of eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places1; have met or 

                                                           
1 The National Register of Historic Places criteria are for resources which:  

a) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
b) are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past;  
c) embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work 

of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/library/national/nmsa.pdf
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which would meet the criteria for designation as a National Historic Landmark; or have 
special or sacred meaning to the indigenous people of the region or nation. 

3) The area supports present and potential economic uses, such as: tourism; commercial 
and recreational fishing; subsistence and traditional uses; diving; and other recreational 
uses that depend on conservation and management of the area’s resources. 

4) The publicly-derived benefits of the area, such as aesthetic value, public recreation, and 
access to places depend on conservation and management of the area’s resources. 

 
Management Considerations: 

1) The area provides or enhances opportunities for research in marine science, including 
marine archaeology. 

2) The area provides or enhances opportunities for education, including the understanding 
and appreciation of the marine and Great Lakes environments. 

3) Adverse impacts from current or future uses and activities threaten the area’s 
significance, values, qualities, and resources. 

4) A national marine sanctuary would provide unique conservation and management value 
for this area or adjacent areas.  

5) The existing regulatory and management authorities for the area could be supplemented 
or complemented to meet the conservation and management goals for the area. 

6) There are commitments or possible commitments for partnerships opportunities such as 
cost sharing, office space, exhibit space, vessel time, or other collaborations to aid 
conservation or management programs for the area.  

7) There is community-based support for the nomination expressed by a broad range of 
interests, such as: individuals or locally-based groups (e.g., friends of group, chamber of 
commerce); local, tribal, state, or national elected officials; or topic-based stakeholder 
groups, at the local, regional or national level (e.g., a local chapter of an environmental 
organization, a regionally-based fishing group, a national-level recreation or tourism 
organization, academia or science-based group, or an industry association). 

 
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information 
will be used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the 
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
NOAA has developed a guide that interested parties may use to develop and submit 
nominations.  The information submitted by nominees will be used by NOAA to determine 
whether a nominated area is eligible to be designated as a new national marine sanctuary.  This 
information may also be used by NOAA to inform requests for nomination amendments. NOAA 
has developed a public website to store information submitted on nominations.   
 
NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
components may lack individual distinction; or 

d) have yielded or may likely yield, information important in history or prehistory. 
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electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this supporting statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information that would be collected is designed 
to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  The general information 
about an area’s special characteristics, qualities, and resources would form the basis of public 
notices and may be used in scientific, management, technical, general information, and Federal 
Regulatory publications.  ONMS makes it clear in the final rule that all the information 
submitted in the nomination will be published on the ONMS website.  Prior to dissemination, 
the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the 
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms 
of information technology. 
 
NOAA will accept the submission of new national marine sanctuary nominations via email and 
through regular mail.  NOAA will not provide a nomination form or application online, but will 
provide a guide on its website.  Nominations will be limited to a maximum of 25 pages, excluding 
attachments.  All submission received as hard copies will be scanned and posted on the website 
along with electronic submissions.    
 
The nomination guide is available online, and found at the following website that has the URL of 
www.nominate.noaa.gov, with a link from www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov   The nomination guide is 
also included with this submission. 
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The information required to evaluate nominated areas for sanctuary designation is unique to 
NOAA and the NMSA and is not replicated by other Federal or state marine resources 
management authorities. 
 
5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small 
entities, describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
NOAA’s collection of information would not involve small businesses or other small entities. 
 
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if 
the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
If the information collection is not conducted, NOAA would not be able to evaluate 
nominations for potential sanctuary designation. 
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in 
a manner consistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
No special circumstances exist or are anticipated requiring the collection of information to be 
conducted in a manner consistent with the OMB guidelines. 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/
http://www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov/
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8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public 
comments on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public 
comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency 
in response to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the 
agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity 
of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the 
data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 

A Federal Register Notice published on April 11, 2017 (82 FR 17412) solicited public 
comment on this extension. No comments were received. 
 
Non-NOAA Stakeholder Comments: ONMS contacted two of the nominating communities 
who submitted nominations since 2014, and held phone interviews with each.  The nominators 
both commented that the process – and therefore this collection number – is invaluable to allow 
a community-driven process to nominating special places.   
 
One commenter noted an improvement to the process could be to provide access to online 
biological and other databases, but realizes that is beyond the scope of ONMS’ ability.  They 
also noted they had more burden hours than were projected, but also noted they put together a 
very large outreach, in a very large region, and with a very large population density.  Few (if 
any) other nominations will likely be as large, and so they felt they were the exception rather 
than the rule. 
 
The other commenter noted that, because they were the first nomination through the process, 
they found the organization of the documents and preparation of the nomination took longer 
than the estimated burden hours, but acknowledged they didn’t have a model to follow.  
Subsequent nominations were able to follow their model, making the time to prepare a 
nomination less burdensome.   
 
Response: ONMS responses to the first comment is that ONMS does not own many of the 
databases available across the country, so while ONMS staff could refer communities, ONMS 
cannot provide access.  As to the comment about the burden estimate, ONMS has revised the 
estimate to more accurately reflect the burden now that the collection has been in use for 3 
years.  This revision is shown in question 12. 

 
9. Explain any decision to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other 
than remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to any respondents. 
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Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for assurance in statute, 
regulations, or agency policy. 
 
NOAA does not anticipate any confidential or proprietary information will be submitted with in 
conjunction with its final nomination process or its guidelines.  Therefore, NOAA does not 
make any confidentiality statements in this request. 
 
10. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such 
as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are 
commonly considered private. 
 
NOAA is asking no sensitive questions in the sanctuary nomination process. 
 
11. Provide an estimate of hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
NOAA has updated its initial estimate based on comment feedback, and now estimates a total of 
591 hours to collect this information.  This is based on an estimate of 5 nominations requiring 
approximately one response each, and one additional response to requests for additional 
information for two of the nominations, per year.  This makes a total of 7 responses anticipated 
per year. 
 
Burden Estimate.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information, including the time 
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information is estimated to average 115 
for each of five initial nominations and 8 hours follow-up for two of the five nominations. 
 
Initial Nomination (5): 

- Forty (40) hours per response collecting information for nomination; 
- Forty (40) hours per response gathering public support and organizing community 

meetings; 
- Five (5) hours per response of public meetings; 
- Thirty (30) hours per response writing and submitting nomination request; 

Sub-Total: 115 hours per response x 5 nominations = 575 hours. 
 
Response to Request for Additional Information (2): 

- Four (4) hours per response for amendments to nomination; and 
- Four (4) hours per response for follow-up requests. 

Sub- Total: 8 hours per additional information request x 2 nominations = 16 hours. 
 
Total: 575 hours for 5 nominations  + 16 hours for additional information  = 591 hours. 
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13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record- 

keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 

 
The estimated annual cost for copying and mailing or submitting sanctuary nominations and 
subsequent responses is $120. Most nominations will be well suited to submit electronically via 
email or through a web form, which will be encouraged, and should reduce additional mailing 
costs. 
 

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The cost to the Federal government for each nomination is estimated to be $9,795, and is listed 
in the attached table.  All costs are for the staff time required to process, review, and evaluate 
sanctuary nominations and communicate with nominees. 
 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no changes to the information collection.  The only adjustments are the estimation of 
burden hours, based on comments, and the estimation of fewer nominations, based on recent 
years.  
 
16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publication. 
 
The information collected may be used not only to inform the criteria review process for 
potential sanctuary designation, but may also be generally used as supporting material in any 
subsequent part of the designation process.  For instance, socioeconomic information may be 
used to support regulatory flexibility analyses for small businesses.  Environmental 
information may be used in a draft or final environmental impact statement which would be 
part of the designation process.  In addition, information about historical or cultural resources 
may help to support evaluation under the National Historical Preservation Act, Section 106 
review. 
 
17. If seeking approval to no display the expiration date for OMB approval 
of the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be 
inappropriate. 
 
The OMB Control No. and expiration date for this information collection will be displayed on 
the instructions for the nomination, and on the nomination website, and other materials related 
to the sanctuary nomination process, including the final rule implementing the new sanctuary 
nomination process, and any subsequent notices announcing sites that have been added to the 
inventory of possible areas for designation as new national marine sanctuaries.  For any 
nominations that are submitted via email and that do not have the OMB Control Number on 
them, the number and expiration date will be provided in a confirmation email of receipt of the 
nomination. 
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18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
N/A. 
 
New PRA Information Collection: Burden Estimate 

Nominator Average Burden 
 

Nominations/ 
 Yr 

Responses/ 
Nomination 

Total 
Responses 

Hrs/ 
Response 

Total 
Hours 

Labor Cost/ 
Response 

($) 
Total Cost 

($) 

Nomination 5 5 7 115 575 1,725 8,625 

Additional 
Information 
Request 

2 2 2 8 16 120 240 

        TOTAL 7 7 9 NA 591 1,845 8,865 
 

Federal Government 
 Number of 

Personnel 
Hrs/Response 

/Person Total Hours $/Hour Total Cost ($) 

Scientific review 5 25 125 50 6,250 
Management level 
discussions 
 

3 5 15 65 975 

Administrative and staff hours 2 7.5 15 30 450 
Additional communications 
with nominator Variable 2 40 (2/nomination) 53 

(avg.) 
 

2,120 

TOTAL Variable 39.5 195 53 9,795 
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 Sanctuary Nomination Process

Home Nominations Guide Rule FAQs Contact

Sanctuary Nomination Process Guide
This guide is intended to help in preparing a nomination.

Introduction

Document Guidelines

NOAA Review

Nomination
Submission

Nomination
Preparation Checklist

Section I - Basics

Section II -
Introduction

Section III – Criteria
Information

Section IV –
Consideration

Introduction
Thank you for your interest in nominating an area of the marine or Great Lakes
waters to become a national marine sanctuary. More detailed information can
be found in the .  are also available
to answer questions throughout the nomination development and review
process.

Please be aware while preparing your nomination that all nominating materials
submitted to NOAA will be posted publically on the website. Nominations should
not include confidential business information or information that is sensitive or
protected. NOAA will attempt to remove personal identifying information before
a nomination is posted online, but please minimize including this type of
information.

Document Guidelines
NOAA does not have a form for nominations, however the following guidelines
apply:

final rule establishing this process NOAA staff

The nomination maximum length is 25
pages. Letters of support may be submitted
as an appendix beyond the 25 page limit.

1

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/nominations/
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/rule.html
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/faqs.html
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#questions
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#intro
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#document
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#review
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#submission
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#submission
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#checklist
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#checklist
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section1
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section2
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section2
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section3
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section3
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section4
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section4
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/rule.html
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#questions
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Information

Questions

Download the Guide

NOAA Review
NOAA will review each nomination based
on the information submitted in the
nomination package. The nomination
package must consist of one submission
containing all the information the
nominating community wants NOAA to
consider. NOAA will not include any
additional information once the nomination
package is submitted. This will be a
qualitative analysis so NOAA will not be
applying a numerical score to any
nomination. Nominations will not be judged
against each other.

The strongest nominations will provide a clear connection and focus on the
criteria and considerations that are relevant to the goals and intent for the
nominated area and provide as much information as possible for those. While
NOAA is not establishing a minimum number of national significance criteria,
nor giving greater significance to any particular criterion, the strongest
nominations will provide a clear connection and focus on the criteria most
relevant to the goal and intent for the nominated area, and provide as much
information as possible for those criteria. Nominations should provide
information addressing all seven management considerations, with special
emphasis on consideration #7, describing community-based support.

There are no deadlines for submissions. Nominations will be reviewed on a

No additional appendices will be accepted

Nominations should use a Times New
Roman font, 12 point font size, and one
inch margins. Nominations that do not
follow these formatting reasons will be
returned.

2

The nomination must not include any
copyrighted information without the
nominator first acquiring for or granting to
the Government a copyright license for the
information.

3

http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#section4
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/guide.html#questions
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/pdfs/sanctuary-nomination-process-guide.pdf
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/pdfs/sanctuary-nomination-process-guide.pdf
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rolling basis as they are received by NOAA. Please note that a high volume of
submission arriving at the same time may increase review timelines.

Nomination Submission
Nominations should be addressed to the Director of NOAA’s Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries and submitted by either:

Nomination Preparation Checklist
Please make sure you have included the following four sections in your
nomination package:

Section I - Basics

Section II - Introduction

Electronic
Submit nomination packages to:
sanctuary.nominations@noaa.gov

Mail
Director
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

1305 East-West Highway 
11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Nomination Title

Nominator Name(s) and Affiliation(s)

Nomination Point of Contact - Name, Phone, Email, Address

Narrative Description – a brief overview of the nomination

Goals Description – a brief description of why you are nominating this
area

Location Description – a brief overview of the area being nominated,

mailto:sanctuary.nominations@noaa.gov
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Section III – Criteria Information
Provide detailed information on each of the criteria below that are relevant to
your nomination.

The area's natural resources and ecological qualities are of special significance
and contribute to: biological productivity or diversity; maintenance or
enhancement of ecosystem structure and function; maintenance of ecologically
or commercially important species or species assemblages; maintenance or
enhancement of critical habitat, representative biogeographic assemblages, or
both; or maintenance or enhancement of connectivity to other ecologically
significant resources.

The area contains submerged maritime heritage resources of special historical,
cultural, or archaeological significance, that: individually or collectively are
consistent with the criteria of eligibility for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places; have met or which would meet the criteria for designation as a
National Historic Landmark; or have special or sacred meaning to the
indigenous people of the region or nation.

The area supports present and potential economic uses, such as: tourism;
commercial and recreational fishing; subsistence and traditional uses; diving;
and other recreational uses that depend on conservation and management of
the area's resources.

The publically-derived benefits of the area, such as aesthetic value, public
recreation, and access to places depend on conservation and management of
the area's resources.

Section IV – Consideration Information
Provide as much detailed information as you are able on each of the seven
consideration, with an emphasis on describing the community support
(Consideration #7).

The area provides or enhances opportunities for research in marine science,
including marine archaeology.

The area provides or enhances opportunities for education, including the
understanding and appreciation of the marine and Great Lakes environments.

please be as specific and descriptive as possible

Criteria 1

Criteria 2

Criteria 3

Criteria 4

Consideration 1

Consideration 2
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Adverse impacts from current or future uses and activities threaten the area's
significance, values, qualities, and resources.

A national marine sanctuary would provide unique conservation and
management value for this area or adjacent areas.

The existing regulatory and management authorities for the area could be
supplemented or complemented to meet the conservation and management
goals for the area.

There are commitments or possible commitments for partnerships opportunities
such as cost sharing, office space, exhibit space, vessel time, or other
collaborations to aid conservation or management programs for the area.

There is community-based support for the nomination expressed by a broad
range of interests, such as: individuals or locally-based groups (e.g., friends of
group, chamber of commerce); local, tribal, state, or national elected officials; or
topic-based stakeholder groups, at the local, regional or national level (e.g., a
local chapter of an environmental organization, a regionally-based fishing group,
a national-level recreation or tourism organization, academia or science-based
group, or an industry association).

Questions
For general questions regarding the sanctuary nomination process, please
contact:

Matt Brookhart
Chief, Policy & Planning Division 
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway
11th floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910

For specific interest in nominating areas:

Consideration 3

Consideration 4

Consideration 5

Consideration 6

Consideration 7

sanctuary.nominations@noaa.gov

Maine to North
Carolina, or the Great
Lakes

South Carolina to
Florida, the Gulf of
Mexico, or the

mailto:sanctuary.nominations@noaa.gov
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement
Submittal of the information requested in these procedures is required for NOAA
to consider a site for possible designation as a national marine sanctuary. This
information is essential to evaluate the national significance of the area,
management considerations of the area as a sanctuary, potential benefits of
designation, and evaluate any environmental and socioeconomic impacts.

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond
to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.

Reed Bohne
Northeast and Great Lakes
Regional Director
NOAA Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries
10 Ocean Science Circle
Savannah, GA 31411
reed.bohne@noaa.gov

Caribbean

Billy Causey, Ph.D.
Southeast Atlantic, Gulf of
Mexico and Caribbean Regional
Director
NOAA Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries, 
33 East Quay Rd, 
Key West, FL 33040 
billy.causey@noaa.gov

California to Alaska

William Douros
West Coast Regional Director
NOAA Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries, 
99 Pacific Street
Suite 100F
Monterey, CA 93940
william.douros@noaa.gov

Pacific Islands

Allen Tom
Pacific Islands Regional Director
NOAA Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries
726 South Kihei Road
Kihei (Maui), HI 96753
allen.tom@noaa.gov
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policies to expand the export 
competitiveness of the U.S. renewable 
energy and energy efficiency products 
and services. 

On May 4, the REEEAC will hold the 
third in-person meeting of its new 
charter term and hold REEEAC sub- 
committee working sessions, discuss 
next steps for each sub-committee, 
consider recommendations for approval, 
and hear from officials from the 
Department of Commerce and other 
agencies on major issues impacting the 
competitiveness of the U.S. renewable 
energy and energy efficiency industries. 

The meeting will be open to the 
public and will be accessible to people 
with disabilities. All guests are required 
to register in advance by the deadline 
identified under the DATES caption. 
Requests for auxiliary aids must be 
submitted by the registration deadline. 
Last minute requests will be accepted, 
but may be impossible to fill. 

A limited amount of time before the 
close of the meeting will be available for 
oral comments from members of the 
public attending the meeting. To 
accommodate as many speakers as 
possible, the time for public comments 
will be limited to two to five minutes 
per person (depending on number of 
public participants). Individuals 
wishing to reserve speaking time during 
the meeting must contact Ms. 
Gunderson and submit a brief statement 
of the general nature of the comments, 
as well as the name and address of the 
proposed participant by 5:00 p.m. EST 
on Friday, April 28, 2017. If the number 
of registrants requesting to make 
statements is greater than can be 
reasonably accommodated during the 
meeting, the International Trade 
Administration may conduct a lottery to 
determine the speakers. Speakers are 
requested to submit a copy of their oral 
comments by email to Ms. Gunderson 
for distribution to the participants in 
advance of the meeting. 

Any member of the public may 
submit written comments concerning 
the REEEAC’s affairs at any time before 
or after the meeting. Comments may be 
submitted to the Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Advisory Committee, 
c/o: Victoria Gunderson, Designated 
Federal Officer, Office of Energy and 
Environmental Industries, U.S. 
Department of Commerce; 1401 
Constitution Avenue NW.; Mail Stop: 
4053; Washington, DC 20230. To be 
considered during the meeting, written 
comments must be received no later 
than 5:00 p.m. EST on Friday, April 28, 
2017, to ensure transmission to the 
REEEAC prior to the meeting. 
Comments received after that date will 

be distributed to the members but may 
not be considered at the meeting. 

Copies of REEEAC meeting minutes 
will be available within 30 days 
following the meeting. 

Dated: April 3, 3017. 
Adam O’Malley, 
Director, Office of Energy and Environmental 
Industries. 
[FR Doc. 2017–07192 Filed 4–10–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; National Marine 
Sanctuary Nominations 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. This 
proposed information collection is for 
national marine sanctuary nominations 
received pursuant to NOAA regulations 
that provide that the public may 
nominate special places of the marine 
environment through the sanctuary 
nomination process. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 12, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Annie Sawabini, (240) 533– 
0658, or Annie.Sawabini@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

National marine sanctuary regulations 
provide that the public may nominate 
special places of the marine 
environment through the sanctuary 

nomination process (15 CFR part 922). 
Persons wanting to submit nominations 
for consideration should submit 
information on the qualifying criteria 
and management considerations for the 
site to be nominated. The Office of 
National Marine Sanctuaries reviews the 
submissions, which could result in the 
nomination being added to an inventory 
of areas that NOAA may consider for 
sanctuary designation at some point in 
the future. Sanctuary designation is a 
separate public process that would be 
conducted pursuant to the requirements 
of the National Marine Sanctuaries Act, 
and all other applicable laws. 

II. Method of Collection 

Electronic applications submitted via 
email and paper nominations submitted 
via regular mail. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0682. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; business or other for-profit 
organizations; not-for-profit institutions; 
state, local, or tribal government; federal 
government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
10. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 29 
hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 290. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $120 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 
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Dated: April 6, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–07268 Filed 4–10–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

[Docket No.: PTO–C–2017–0006] 

Notice of Public Meeting on 
Developments in Trade Secret 
Protection 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of symposium. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) will be 
holding a public symposium on issues 
relevant to the protection of trade 
secrets. Since our last symposium on 
these issues in January 2015, the area of 
trade secret protection has continued to 
develop, most notably with the May 11, 
2016, enactment of the Defend Trade 
Secrets Act (DTSA). Given this 
legislation and the continuing domestic 
and international attention to trade 
secrets, the USPTO will be holding 
another public symposium to address 
recent developments. 
DATES: The symposium will be held on 
May 8, 2017, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. EDT. 
ADDRESSES: The symposium will be 
held at the auditorium of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office, 
Madison Building, 600 Dulany Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314. All major 
entrances to the building are accessible 
to people with disabilities. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
further information regarding the 
symposium, please contact Michael 
Smith, Jenny Blank, or Hollis Robinson 
at the Office of Policy and International 
Affairs, by telephone at (571) 272–9300, 
by email at tradesecrets@uspto.gov, or 
by postal mail addressed to: Mail Stop 
OPIA, United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313–1450, ATTN: 
Michael Smith, Jenny Blank, or Hollis 
Robinson. Please direct all media 
inquiries to the Office of the Chief 
Communications Officer, USPTO, at 
(571) 272–8400. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Trade Secret Symposium 

Under U.S. law, trade secrets 
comprise commercially valuable 
information not generally known or 
readily ascertainable to the public, that 
are subject to reasonable measures to 

maintain confidentiality. In May 2016, 
the Defend Trade Secrets Act of 2016 
(DTSA) established a federal private 
civil cause of action for the 
misappropriation of a trade secret, with 
the aim to provide businesses with a 
uniform, reliable and predictable way to 
protect their valuable trade secrets 
anywhere in the country. Given this 
legislation and the continuing domestic 
and international attention to trade 
secrets, the USPTO will hold a public 
symposium on recent developments in 
the protection of trade secrets. Topics to 
be discussed include: (1) Measuring the 
Value of Secrecy; (2) Use of the DTSA 
in Practice; (3) Differences in Trade 
Secret Protection in Foreign 
Jurisdictions; and (4) Considerations of 
Business Owners in International Cases. 
Experts from academia, private legal 
practice, international organizations, 
and industry will serve as panelists. 

Instructions and Information on the 
Public Symposium 

The symposium will be held on May 
8, 2017, at the auditorium of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office, 
Madison Building, 600 Dulany Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314. The 
symposium will begin at 9 a.m. and end 
at 4 p.m. EDT. The agenda will be 
available a week in advance on the 
USPTO Web site, https:// 
www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/ 
ip-policy/enforcement/trade-secret- 
symposium. Pre-registration is available 
at http://www.cvent.com/d/45q976. 
Attendees may also register at the door 
one half-hour prior to the beginning of 
the symposium. 

The symposium will be physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Individuals requiring accommodation, 
such as sign language interpretation or 
other ancillary aids, should 
communicate their needs to Hollis 
Robinson at the Office of Policy and 
International Affairs, by telephone at 
(571) 272–9300, by email at 
hollis.robinson@uspto.gov, or by postal 
mail addressed to: Mail Stop OPIA, 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313–1450, ATTN: Hollis Robinson, at 
least seven (7) business days prior to the 
symposium. 

Dated: April 5, 2017. 

Michelle K. Lee, 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. 
[FR Doc. 2017–07254 Filed 4–10–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–16–P 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities Under OMB Review 

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(‘‘PRA’’), this notice announces that the 
Information Collection Request (‘‘ICR’’) 
abstracted below has been forwarded to 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(‘‘OMB’’) for review and comment. The 
ICR describes the nature of the 
information collection and its expected 
costs and burden. 
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before May 11, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: Comments regarding the 
burden estimated or any other aspect of 
the information collection, including 
suggestions for reducing the burden, 
may be submitted directly to the Office 
of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
(‘‘OIRA’’) in OMB, within 30 days of the 
notice’s publication, by email at 
OIRAsubmissions@omb.eop.gov. Please 
identify the comments by OMB Control 
No. 3038–0090. Please provide the 
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (‘‘CFTC’’ or 
‘‘Commission’’) with a copy of all 
submitted comments at the address 
listed below. Please refer to OMB 
Reference No. 3038–0090, found on 
http://reginfo.gov. Comments may also 
be mailed to the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Attention: 
Desk Officer for the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, 725 17th Street 
NW., Washington, DC 20503, and to: 
Christopher J. Kirkpatrick, Secretary of 
the Commission, Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, 1155 21st Street 
NW., Washington, DC 20581 or by Hand 
Deliver/Courier at the same address; or 
through the Agency’s Web site at http:// 
comments.cftc.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments 
through the Web site. 

A copy of the supporting statements 
for the collection of information 
discussed above may be obtained by 
visiting http://RegInfo.gov. All 
comments must be submitted in 
English, or if not, accompanied by an 
English translation. Comments will be 
posted as received to http://
www.cftc.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
August A. Imholtz III, Special Counsel, 
Division of Swap Dealer and 
Intermediary Oversight, Commodity 
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