NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  12/13/2016

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Steve Cooper
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
08/18/2016

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201608-0648-002
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: ALASKA COUNCIL COOPERATIVE ANNUAL REPORTS
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved with change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0678

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 12/31/2019 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 10 300
New 31 1,129
Difference
Change due to New Statute 0 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 21 829
Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0
Change due to PRA Violation 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Howard Shelanski

Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS
40
3,293

34
3,219



List of ICs

IC Title

Form No.

Form Name

CFR Citation

Alaska Crab Rationalization
Proaram Cooperative Report

50 CFR 680.5

Rockfish Annual Cooperative
Report [moved from OMB
0648-0545]

50 CFR 679.5()

Amendment 80 cooperative
report (moved from 0565)

50 CFR 679.5(s)

Amendment 80 Halibut
Bycatch Avoidance Progress
Report [moved from OMB
0648-06971

50 CFR 679.5

Amendment 80 Halibut PSC
Management Plan [moved
from OMB 0648-0697]

50 CFR 679(s)(6)

AFA Catcher Vessel
Intercooperative Agreement
[moved from OMB 0648-0401]

50 CFR 679

AFA Annual Catcher Vessel
Intercooperative Report
[moved from OMB 0648-0401]




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y

our agency's

Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any

additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS/AKR a. 0648 . 0678
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
(o Delegated

b. [ 1] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [l 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date

a. [| ] Three years from approval date b.[ ] Other Specify:__ [/ —

7. Title AlaskaCrabRationalizatiorProgramCooperativeReport

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords

10. Abstract

Thevoluntaryannualreportsareintendedio be aresourcdor the North Pacific FisheriesManagemen€ouncil (Council) to trackthe effectivenes®f the cooperativesand

their ability to meetthe Council’sgoals.Additionally, theyareatool for the cooperativeso providefeedbaclon the programs.

o Thetitle is changedrom "Alaska CrabRationalizatiorProgramCooperativeReport"to read"Alaska Council Voluntary CooperativeAnnual Reports."
o All voluntaryannualreportsrequestedby the Councilarecombinednto this collection.

Combiningportionsof thefive collectionsinto onecollectionis intendedio makeupdatedor voluntaryrequest®asieraseachreportis requiredannually;usuallythe

Counciladdsseverakuggestedipdatesachyear.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. ___Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a. [I 1] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 26
b. Total annual responses 31

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 0 %

c. Total annual hours requested 1,129
d. Current OMB inventory 300
e. Difference 829
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 0

2. Adjustment 829

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

WO WwWw|o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment 3

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. E Program planning or management
b. _X Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure
c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5.[ ]Semi-annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ] Other (describe)

3.[ ] Monthly
6. [ 1] Annually

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: Patsy A. Bearden
Phone: (907) 586-7008

OMB 83-I

10/95



patsy.bearden
Cross-Out

patsy.bearden
Cross-Out

patsy.bearden
Cross-Out


19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Alan RisenhooverDirector, Sustainabléisheries 8/3/2016

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

B RA B SO N . SA RA H ) Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,
—0u=QTHFR cn_RRARSON SARAH 1345710488

I 32; ; 7 I i ,188 Date: 2016.12.23 09:52:58 -05'00'

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ALASKA COUNCIL COOPERATIVE ANNUAL REPORTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0678

This request is for extension and revision of an existing information collection. The North
Pacific Fisheries Management Council (Council) requests modifications to certain annual
cooperative reports. This request combines voluntary, non-regulatory cooperative report
elements from four collections (OMB Control Nos. 0648-0401, -0565, -0678, and -0697) with
OMB Control Number 0648-0545 which contains both required and voluntary data elements.
The title of this collection is changed from “Crab Rationalization (CR) Program: CR
Cooperative Annual Report” to read: “Alaska Council VVoluntary Cooperative Annual Reports.”
In addition to presentation of the report before the Council, all of the annual reports must be
submitted to the Council by email or fax for the April Council meeting.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) authorizes the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) to
prepare and amend fishery management plans for any fishery in waters under its jurisdiction.
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) manages the U.S. groundfish fisheries of the
exclusive economic zone off Alaska under the Fishery Management Plan for Groundfish of the
Gulf of Alaska and the Fishery Management Plan for Groundfish of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands (BSAI) Management Area. The fishery management plans (FMPs) were approved by the
Secretary of Commerce under authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Act as amended in 2006. The
groundfish FMPs are implemented by regulations at 50 CFR part 679. The Crab FMP is
implemented by regulations at 50 CFR part 680.

In the last decade or more, the Council has developed several cooperative programs as options in
larger catch share programs. As part of those cooperative programs, the Council required that
cooperatives submit an annual written report detailing various activities of the cooperative.
These reports are intended to be a resource for the Council to track the effectiveness of the
cooperative and their ability to meet the Council’s goals. Additionally, they are a tool for the
cooperatives to provide feedback on the programs. Regulation provides a framework for the
minimum required information for most of the reports, while the Council has the flexibility to
augment this framework with additional information requests that may be pertinent to current
issues in the fishery.

In general, cooperative reports are presented by cooperative managers during the April Council
meeting. Regulations do not require cooperative managers to present cooperative reports to the
Council from any of the programs; however, they are encouraged to do so and this has been
common practice from many cooperative representatives in the past.

The voluntary collections are pulled from the following four different programs.

Crab Rationalization (CR) Program

In 2005, the BSAI Crab Rationalization (CR) Program was implemented. Based on participation
in the industry within a set of qualifying years, NMFS issued crab quota share (QS) to vessel
owners and captains, as well as processor quota share (PQS) to processors in all fisheries except
the Norton Sound Red king crab and the Pribilof Islands golden king crab. The CR Program was


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=95b433cf1aee04c442c07790797f0730&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr679_main_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&SID=564dca20e0dfcbcf7064c842ea76f5cc&rgn=div5&view=text&node=50:13.0.1.1.4&idno=50

designed to allocate crab resources among harvesters, processors, and coastal communities for
nine BSAI crab fisheries. This process also allowed for the voluntary formation of cooperatives.

Central GOA Rockfish Program (Rockfish Program)

The Rockfish Program was designed to enhance resource conservation and improve economic
efficiency in the rockfish fisheries by establishing cooperatives that receive exclusive harvest
privileges. NMFS assigns rockfish QS to License Limitation Program licenses for rockfish
primary and secondary species. QS holders form cooperatives to pool the harvest of the yearly
crab IFQ on fewer vessels to minimize operational costs and to provide additional flexibility in
harvesting operations. The Rockfish Program also provides greater stability for processors by
spreading out production over a greater period of time. Halibut Prohibited Species Catch (PSC)
is allocated to participants based on historic halibut mortality rates in the primary rockfish
species fisheries.

Amendment 80 Program

The Amendment 80 Program was established as a limited-access privilege program to reduce
excessive fishing capacity, end the race to fish, reduce bycatch, and reduce discards for
commercial fishing vessels using trawl gear in the non-pollock groundfish fisheries in the BSAL.
The Amendment 80 Program encourages the formation of harvesting cooperatives in the non-
American Fisheries Act (non-AFA) trawl catcher/processor sector among all persons holding
Amendment 80 QS permits. The cooperatives that receive allocations of cooperative quota (CQ)
allow vessel operators to make operational choices to improve fishery returns, reduce PSC usage,
and reduce fish discards.

American Fisheries Act (AFA)

The purpose of the AFA was to tighten U.S. ownership standards for U.S. fishing vessels under
the Anti-Reflagging Act, and to provide the BSAI pollock fleet the opportunity to conduct their
fishery in a more rational manner while protecting non-AFA participants in the other fisheries.

The AFA eliminated the race for pollock through the establishment of cooperatives with specific
provisions for their allocations, structure, and participation by catcher vessels and processing
plants, as well as annual reporting requirements and excessive share limits. In response to a
directive in the AFA, the Council added measures to protect other fisheries from adverse effects
arising from the exclusive pollock allocation.

This collection describes management of the Bering Sea pollock fishery and describes
management of the incidental catch of Chinook salmon in the Bering Sea pollock fishery. Each
year, NMFS makes allocations of the applicable Bering Sea Chinook salmon PSC limit to the
following four AFA sectors: Catcher/processor, mothership, Inshore processors, and Western
Alaska Community Development Quota Program (CDQ).

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The annual reports are intended to be a resource for the Council to track the effectiveness of the
cooperatives and their ability to meet the Council’s goals. Additionally, they are a tool for the
cooperatives to provide feedback on the programs.



Combining portions of the five collections into one collection is intended to make updates for
voluntary requests easier, as each report is required annually; usually the Council adds several
suggested updates each year.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The voluntary Annual Reports are presented by cooperative managers at the April Council
meeting. In addition, the report may be submitted to the Council by mail or fax.

For the Rockfish Program annual coop report, the report must be submitted to the Council by
December 15 by mail or fax, and then presented at the April Council meeting.

a. Crab Rationalization (CR) Cooperative Annual Report (formerly OMB 0648-0678)

The Council requests that each CR Program cooperative develop and implement procedures and
provide information on CR Program activities in a CR Cooperative Annual Report. The
voluntary non-regulatory report is to summarize the effectiveness of each measure and estimate
the number of participants in each measure. The purpose of the requested information is to
increase availability of QS for transfer to active participants and crew members, decrease high
QS lease rates, and improve low crew compensation. The cooperative response may be framed
as answers to the following questions derived from the Council’s motion concerning crab
cooperative measures.

CR Cooperative Report

1. What measures is the cooperative taking to facilitate the transfer of QS to active participants, including
crew members and vessel owners?

2. What is the level of participation from cooperative members regarding these measures?

3. How effective have these measures been?

4. What measures is the cooperative taking to address the issue of high lease rates, as they affect crew
compensation?

5. What is the level of participation from cooperative members regarding these measures?

6. How effective have these measures been?

7. What future measures does the cooperative plan to take to address the Council concerns
over active participation and lease rates as they affect crew compensation?

Use consistent terminology with terms defined under the CR Program regulations

Provide a glossary of key terms used in the reports

The commenter disagreed with the time estimates and went on to describe a special website his
coop maintains for gathering the information and implementing the ROFO Program. Creating
the report is the annual task of the representative and two attorneys. He adds that much of the
information captured and presented is also reported on the Crab Economic Data Report (EDR),
and available to the Council 6 months after the annual report.



In response to this comment, NMFS changes personnel costs from $37/hr to $100/hr; and adds
miscellaneous costs for attorneys (325 x 10 hr).

CR Coop Annual Report, Respondent
Number of respondents 10
Total annual responses 10

Frequency of response = 1
Total burden hours 300 hr

Time per response = 30 hr
Total personnel cost ($100/hr x 300) $30,000
Total miscellaneous cost $3,259

Costs for attorneys (325 x 10 hr = 3,250)

Email (0 x9=0)

Fax cost ($6 x 1 = 6)

Photocopy cost (10 x 6 pp x 0.05 = 3)

CR Coop Annual report, Federal Government

Total annual responses
Total burden hours
Total personnel cost
Total miscellaneous cost

O O oo

b. Rockfish Annual Cooperative Report [moved from OMB 0648-0545]

Each Rockfish cooperative must submit an annual Rockfish Cooperative report to NMFS that
summarizes the use of the cooperative’s quota (CQ), the effectiveness of each measure, and
estimates the number of participants in each measure. In addition, each Rockfish Program
cooperative may voluntarily provide additional non-regulatory information that is requested by
the Council.

Annual Rockfish Cooperative Report
Required information
Cooperative's CQ
Any rockfish sideboard fishery harvests made by cooperative vessels on a vessel-by-vessel basis
Actual retained and discarded catch of CQ
Sideboard limit (if applicable) by statistical area and vessel-by-vessel basis
Describe method used by the cooperative to monitor fisheries in which cooperative vessels participated
Describe any actions taken by the cooperative in response to a member exceeding their catch as allowed under
the rockfish cooperative agreement
Voluntary information
monthly Chinook bycatch numbers by stock of origin (pull from NMFS in-season management reports)
use consistent terminology

Changed time to complete from 40 hr to 45 hr. Changed miscellaneous costs to include
submittal methods of the report by email or fax.



Annual Rockfish Cooperative Report, Respondent

Number of respondents 9

Total annual responses 9

Total annual time burden hours 405 hr
Time per response = 45 hr

Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 405) $14,985

Total miscellaneous cost (8.25) $9
Email (0 x 8 =0)

Fax cost ($6 x 1 = 6)
Photocopy cost (0.05 x5pp x 9 = 2.25)

Annual Rockfish Cooperative Report, Federal Government
Total annual responses

Total annual time burden hours
Total personnel cost

Total miscellaneous cost

O O oo

c. Amendment 80 (A80) annual cooperative report [moved from 0648-0565]

The Amendment 80 Program was intended to reduce excessive fishing capacity, end the race,
reduce bycatch, and reduce discards for commercial fishing vessels using trawl gear in the non-
pollock groundfish fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area (BSAI).
The improved retention and utilization of fishery resources by the A80 sector is intended to
increase the opportunities for Amendment 80 sector participants to maximize the value of
harvested species.

The Amendment 80 Program allocates several BSAI non-pollock trawl groundfish species
among trawl fishery sectors and facilitates the formation of harvesting cooperatives in the non-
American Fisheries Act (non-AFA) trawl catcher/processor sector.

An Amendment 80 cooperative issued a CQ permit must submit annually to the Regional
Administrator an Amendment 80 cooperative report detailing the use of the cooperative’s CQ,
including the actual retained and discarded catch of CQ species and GOA sideboard species. In
addition, the Amendment 80 Cooperative Annual Report provides voluntary non-regulatory
information on Program activities by each cooperative.

AB80 cooperative report
Actual retained and discarded catch of CQ and GOA sideboard limited fisheries (if applicable)
by statistical area and
on a vessel-by-vessel basis;
Information on the directed and bycatch species transfers
species
amount that was transferred
date of the transfer
Describe method used to monitor fisheries in which coop vessels participated
Describe any actions taken by the coop against a member that exceeded the amount of CQ assigned to catch for the
A80 coop



Changed miscellaneous costs to include submittal methods of the report by email or fax.

AB80 cooperative report, Respondent
Number of respondents 2
Total annual responses 2
Number responses per respondent = 1
Total burden hours 80 hrs
Time per response = 40 hr
Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 80) $2,960
Total miscellaneous costs $8
Email (0 x1=0)
Fax cost ($6 x 1 = 6)
Photocopy cost (0.05 x 20 x2 = 2)

AB80 cooperative report, Federal Government
Total annual responses

Total burden hours

Total personnel cost

Total miscellaneous cost

O O oo

d. Amendment 80 Halibut Bycatch Avoidance Progress Report [moved from OMB
0648-0697]

This Amendment 80 Progress Report allows each sector in the BSAI groundfish fisheries to
inform the Council of their progress on voluntary, non-regulatory methods used within their
fishery cooperatives to avoid halibut bycatch in the BSAI groundfish fisheries. The Council
requested participants to describe methods their fleets or cooperatives are currently developing or
have already undertaken to implement measures in their cooperative and inter-cooperative
agreements to minimize the incidental catch of halibut. The voluntary information is expected to
provide the fleet with more flexibility to adapt fishing operations to changing environmental and
market conditions than would result from placing the information as a regulatory requirement.

BSAI Halibut Bycatch Avoidance Progress report
Development of effective and verifiable measures for halibut avoidance
Individual accountability
Use of incentives to reduce incidental catch of halibut in the groundfish fisheries

Changed miscellaneous costs to include submittal methods of the report by email or fax.

BSAI Halibut PSC Progress Report, Respondent
Number of respondents 6
Total annual responses 6
Frequency of response = 1
Total burden hours 240 hr
Time per response = 40 hr
Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 240) $8,880
Total miscellaneous cost (7.80) $8
Email (0 x 5 = $0)
Fax ($6 x 1 =6)
Photocopy cost (6 x 6 pp x 0.05 = 1.80)




BSAI Halibut PSC Progress Report, Federal Government

Total annual responses
Total burden hours
Total personnel cost
Total miscellaneous cost

OO oo

e. Amendment 80 Halibut PSC Management Plan [removed from OMB 0648-0697]

The Council requested that Amendment 80 cooperatives provide a Halibut PSC management
plan to inform the Council of their progress on voluntary, non-regulatory methods used within
their fishery cooperatives to avoid halibut bycatch in the BSAI groundfish fisheries.

The Council requested participants to describe methods their fleets or cooperatives are currently
developing or have already undertaken to implement measures in their cooperative and inter-
cooperative agreements to minimize the incidental catch of halibut. The voluntary information is
expected to provide the fleet with more flexibility to adapt fishing operations to changing
environmental and market conditions than would result from placing the information as a
regulatory requirement.

The Amendment 80 PSC Management Plan should include the following information.

Amendment 80 Halibut PSC Management Plan
Halibut avoidance practices on the grounds
Increased communication between participating harvesters
Sharing data for performance tracking
Use and development of excluders
Deck sorting
Performance measurement and assessment at the boat and company level
Incentives for continuous efforts to minimize bycatch
Consequences for substandard performance

A80 Halibut PSC Management Plan, Respondent

Number of respondents 2
Total annual responses 2
Frequency of response = 1
Total burden hours 24 hr
Time per response = 12 hr
Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 24) $888
Total miscellaneous cost (6.60) $7
Email (0 x 1 = $0)
Fax ($6 x 1 =6)
Photocopy cost (2 x 6 pp x 0.05 = 0.60)

A80 Halibut PSC Management Plan, Federal Government

Total annual responses
Total burden hours
Total personnel cost
Total miscellaneous cost

[eN ool




f. AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Agreement [moved from OMB 0648-0401]

The AFA catcher vessel cooperatives rewrote portions of the Intercooperative Agreement for
2013 to accommodate the Council’s request for additional information. The changes focused on
improving the Bering Sea cod fishery in terms of improved catch efficiency and the reduction of
halibut bycatch. To improve catch efficiency the allocation timing mechanisms for halibut PSC
were revised in a manner intended to maximize cod harvest timing at the peak CPUE time of the
season.

Catcher vessel Intercooperative Agreement

Allocation, monitoring, and compliance of the BSAI and GOA sideboard limits and PSC caps among the AFA
catcher vessel cooperative members

Allocation, monitoring, and compliance of BSAI pollock harvest inside the Steller sea lion conservation area

Establishment of penalties for coops that exceed pollock and sideboard allocations

Provides for harvest of BSAI pacific cod by the “under 1700 mt” exempt vessels while complying with
PSC limits

Establishment and monitoring of sideboard species transfers between cooperatives

Promotes compliance of the Council’s recommended sideboard measures and PSC limits allowing
for the maximum harvest of AFA pollock and sideboard allocations

Promotes reduction of PSC in the Bering Sea pollock fishery

AFA Catcher vessel Intercoop Agreement, Respondent

Estimated number of respondents 1

Total annual responses 1
Response per respondent = 1

Total burden hours 40 hr
Time per response = 40 hr

Total personnel cost = $150/hr $6,000

Total miscellaneous cost (1.25) 31
e-mail ($0 x 1)
Photocopy (5 pp x .05 x 1 =1.25)

Catcher vessel Intercoop Agreement, Federal
Government

Total annual responses

Total burden hours

Total personnel cost

Total miscellaneous cost

[eNeNeNe)

g. AFA Annual Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report [moved from OMB 0648-0401]

The AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report is a summary of the eight active catcher vessel
cooperative reports required by the AFA regulations. While the individual coop reports track the
annual activities of each cooperative at the vessel level, a summary of AFA catcher vessel
harvests in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska fisheries is useful as NMFS allocates the catcher
vessel sideboard caps and PSC caps and triggers in the aggregate, not by individual cooperatives.

The Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report provides the Council, and the public, with a simple
means of evaluating the AFA catcher vessel fleets’ aggregate fishing performance under the
AFA regulations. Additionally, this report provides voluntary information requested by the
Council beyond the required regulatory elements of the individual coop reports to provide a
broader understanding of catcher vessel cooperative activities.



AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report
Bering Sea Pollock Fishery
Allocations and Harvest
Salmon Bycatch Reduction Measures
Sideboard Fishery Management
Groundfish Sideboards

PSC Catch

AFA Annual Catcher vessel Intercoop report,

Respondent

Estimated number of respondents 1

Total annual responses 1
Response per respondent = 1

Total burden hours 40 hr
Time per response = 8 hr

Total personnel cost ($75/hr) $3,000

Total miscellaneous costs (1.25) $1
Photocopy (5 pp x .05 x 1 =0.25)
e-mail (0 x1=0)

AFA Annual catcher vessel Intercoop report, Federal
Government

Total annual responses
Total burden hours
Total personnel cost
Total miscellaneous cost

O O oo

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information. The Council will retain control over the information
and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information
will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section
515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

The voluntary Annual Reports are presented by cooperative managers at the April Council
meeting. In addition, the report may be submitted to the Council by mail or fax.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

This information collection is part of a specialized and technical program that is not like any
other.



5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Cooperatives are not small businesses or small entities; thus this information collection does not
impose a significant impact on small entities.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The Cooperative Reports are required annually. If the collection were not conducted or
conducted less frequently, the problems of acquisition and compensation would not be solved.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB qguidelines.

No special circumstances exist.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice was published on February 10, 2016 (81 FR 7084) to solicit public
comments on renewal of the CR Program (0648-0678) prior to combination with the other
programs. No comments were received.

In addition, a questionnaire was sent out by email to 10 respondents. Two responses were
received.

Commentl: The name of the representative is changed and no comment on the questionnaire.
Response: NMFS acknowledges this comment.

Comment2: Voluntary Coop Crab Report.

| give a voluntary report on lease rates annually. | assume that is what you are referring to? The
format and content is up to the coop, and vary widely with Inter-cooperative Exchange (ICE) and
some others providing detailed information we think the Council wants and others not so
much.... ICE spends approximately $15,000 - $20,000 annually on the production of data for the
report, construction of the report and delivery of the report to the Council (see below).
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2015 ICE Cost of Coop Reports

Annual Annual
Cost ($) Hours
Website hosting 500 0 Website crabgs.com this website tracks QS sales
and allows us to verify the status of those
purchasing quota (qualified crewmember or active
fishermen
Website maintenance 1,920 24 Programming maintenance and ROFO request
approvals
Report construction - data 2,000 20 ICE Executive Director
Report construction - text 3,250 10 ICE Attorneys, including presentation to ICE
Board
Report presentation - attorney 6,000 | 4 days Includes travel to meeting, lodging and time
Report presentation — Exec Dir 4,000 | 4 days Includes travel to meeting, lodging and time
TOTAL 17,670

Note: Attorney time is billed at $325/hour. ICE Executive Director time is billed at $100/hour.
Source: Jake Jacobsen, ICE

I note that the cost for ICE will be higher than for other cooperatives because of attorney
involvement, and because we collect and distribute the QS sales information to Alternative
Cooperative Exchange (ACE) and other cooperatives when requested. ICE also administers the
Right of First Offer (ROFO) Program that identifies active fishermen and qualified
crewmembers, an essential aspect of the report.

Some cooperatives appear ambivalent toward the Council's requested report and put very little
time or effort into creating a useful document. ICE's position is to put forth the effort and
expense necessary to give the Council what it needs to make informed management decisions.

Do you believe the report has the following qualities:

¢ Public utility of the information -- I cannot imagine how the information presented
would in any way be useful to the public.

¢ Clarity of instructions — Format and content are up to us, other than specific items to be
included.

¢ Accuracy of the time estimates -- The time estimates are ridiculous. We built and
maintain a special website for gathering the information and implementing the program
we developed and upon which we report (the ROFO program). Creating the report is the
annual task of myself and two attorneys. We are trying to be responsive to the Councils
concerns, and are spending an enormous amount of time and effort to do so. | point out
that much of the information we capture and present is also reported on the Crab
Economic Data Report (EDR), and available to the Council 6 months or so later.

Response: In response to this comment, NMFS changes personnel costs for the Crab
Rationalization Cooperative Report from $37/hr to $100/hr; and adds miscellaneous costs for
attorneys ($325 x 10 hr). The current estimated time of 30 hours per report covers the burden
portion of the comment.
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9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payment or gift is provided under this program.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

This information is voluntary and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50
CFR part 680, under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) and
under 16 U.S.C. 1862(j). Responses to this information request are confidential under section
402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative
Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

This information collection does not involve information of a sensitive nature.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Estimated total respondents: 31, increased from 10. Estimated total responses: 31, increased
from 10. Estimated total burden: 1,129 hr, increased from 300 hr. Estimated total personnel
costs: $56,713, increased from $2,500.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

Estimated total miscellaneous costs: $3,293, increased from $40.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

No costs or burden will occur to the Federal government.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Program Changes
There are no individual program changes; however, six reports are combined into this existing
collection, because all or parts of reports are requested voluntarily.

12



Adjustments

Crab Coop Report
an increase of $1,890 personnel cost, $30,000 instead of $1,110 hr
an increase of $3,253 miscellaneous cost, $3,259 instead of $40

Rockfish Coop Report
an increase of 9 respondents and responses, 9 instead of 0
an increase of 405 hours burden, 405 instead of O hr
an increase of $14,985 personnel cost, $14,985 instead of $0
an increase of $9 miscellaneous cost, $9 instead of $0

A80 Coop Report
an increase of 9 respondents and responses, 2 instead of 0
an increase of 405 hours burden, 80 instead of O hr
an increase of $14,985 personnel cost, $2,960 instead of $0
an increase of $9 miscellaneous cost, $8 instead of $0

A80 Halibut PSC Progress Report
an increase of 6 respondents and responses, 6 instead of 0
an increase of 240 hours burden, 240 instead of 0 hr
an increase of $8,880 personnel cost, $8,880 instead of $0
an increase of $8 miscellaneous cost, $8 instead of $0

A80 Halibut PSC Management Plan
an increase of 2 respondents and responses, 2 instead of 0
an increase of 24 hours burden, 24 instead of 0 hr
an increase of $888 personnel cost, $888 instead of $0
an increase of $7 miscellaneous cost, $7 instead of $0

AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Agreement
an increase of 1 respondent and responses, 1 instead of 0
an increase of 40 hours burden, 40 instead of 0 hr
an increase of $6,000 personnel cost, $6,000 instead of $0
an increase of $1 miscellaneous cost, $1 instead of $0

AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report
an increase of 1 respondent and responses, 1 instead of 0
an increase of 40 hours burden, 40 instead of O hr
an increase of $3,000 personnel cost, $3,000 instead of $0
an increase of $1 miscellaneous cost, $1 instead of $0

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The reports are posted on the Council’s website at http://www.npfmc.org/cooperative-reporting/
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17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The reports are produced as a letter and no specific format is required. In addition, they are
presented in person at the Council meeting and a copy of the document is provided for posting.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

The reports are produced as a letter and no specific format is required. In addition, they are
presented in person at the Council meeting and a copy of the document is provided for posting.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.
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The American Fisheries Act (AFA) Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Agreement is a voluntary document
requested by the Council
(see http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sustainablefisheries/afa/coopreports/2013/cvintercoop.pdf

The AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Agreement is a summary of the eight active catcher vessel
cooperative reports required by the AFA regulations. While the individual coop reports track the annual
activities of each cooperative at the vessel level, a summary of AFA catcher vessel harvests in the Bering
Sea and Gulf of Alaska fisheries is useful as NMFS allocates the catcher vessel sideboard caps and
prohibited species catch (PSC) caps and triggers in the aggregate, not by individual cooperatives.

The Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Agreement provides the Council and the public with a simple means
of evaluating the AFA catcher vessel fleets’ aggregate fishing performance under the AFA regulations.
Additionally, this report provides information beyond the required regulatory elements of the individual
coop reports to provide a broader understanding of catcher vessel cooperative activities.

The AFA catcher vessel cooperatives rewrote portions of the Intercooperative Agreement for 2013. The
changes focused on improving the Bering Sea cod fishery in terms of improved catch efficiency and the
reduction of halibut bycatch. To improve catch efficiency the allocation timing mechanisms for halibut
PSC were revised in a manner intended to maximize cod harvest timing at the peak CPUE time of the
season. Additionally, all AFA vessels in the Bering Sea cod fishery sub-area are required to:

. Use a halibut excluder device;
. Use a codend with a mesh size no smaller than 7 inches (phased in over 3 years);
. No night fishing allowed.

The Agreement continues to emphasize the commitment by all members towards reducing bycatch in
each Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area (BSAI) and Gulf of Alaska (GOA) groundfish
fishery in which they participate.

The AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Agreement includes the following information

Allocation, monitoring, and compliance of the BSAI and GOA sideboard limits and PSC caps among the AFA catcher
vessel cooperative members

Allocation, monitoring, and compliance of BSAI pollock harvest inside the Steller sea lion conservation area

Establishment of penalties for coops that exceed pollock and sideboard allocations

Provides for the harvest of BSAI pacific cod by the “under 1700 mt” exempt vessels while complying with PSC limits

Establishment and monitoring of sideboard species transfers between cooperatives

Promotes compliance of the Council’s recommended sideboard measures and PSC limits while allowing for the maximum
harvest of AFA pollock and sideboard allocations

Promotes reduction of PSC in the Bering Sea pollock fishery

AFA Inter-cooperative Agreement
Page 1of2
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PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection-of-information is estimated to average 40 hours per response, including the time for reviewing the
instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection-of-information subject to the requirements of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection-of-information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is
mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended in 2006; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act as revised in 2006. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth
procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

AFA Inter-cooperative Agreement
Page 2 of 2
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The AFA Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report is a voluntary annual report requested by the Council;
is a summary of the nine catcher vessel cooperative reports required by the AFA regulations. While the
individual coop reports track the annual activities of each cooperative at the vessel level, a summary of

AFA catcher vessel harvests in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska fisheries is useful as NMFS allocates
the catcher vessel sideboard caps, PSC caps, and triggers in the aggregate, not by individual cooperatives.

t

The Catcher Vessel Intercooperative Report provides the Council and the public a simple means to
evaluate the AFA catcher vessel fleet’s aggregate fishing performance under the AFA regulations.
Additionally, this report provides information beyond the required regulatory elements of the individual
coop reports to provide a broader understanding of catcher vessel cooperative activities.

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection-of-information is estimated to average 8 hours per response, including the time for reviewing the
instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for

reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection-of-information subject to the requirements of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection-of-information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is
mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended in 2006; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the

Magnuson-Stevens Act as revised in 2006. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth
procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

AFA Inter-cooperative Report
Page 1of 1



Revised: 12/29/2014 OMB Control No. 0648-0545 Expiration Date 03/31/2018

U.S. Dept. of Commerce/
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

; Restricted Access Management (RAM)
ROC!(fISh P.O. Box 21668
Cooperative Report Juneau, AK 99802-1668

(800) 304-4846 toll free / (907) 586-7202 in Juneau
(907) 586-7354 fax

Each Rockfish cooperative must submit an annual Rockfish Cooperative report to NMFS detailing the use
of the cooperative’s cooperative quota (CQ) by December 15 of each year.

The annual rockfish cooperative report may be submitted to the Regional Administrator

by an electronic data file to eFISH at https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
by fax to 907-586-7557
or by mail to Regional Administrator

NMFS Alaska Region
P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668

The Annual Rockfish Cooperative Report must contain the following information:
Cooperative's CQ
Any rockfish sideboard fishery harvests made by cooperative vessels on a vessel-by-vessel basis
Actual retained and discarded catch of CQ
Sideboard limit (if applicable) by statistical area and vessel-by-vessel basis
Describe method used by the cooperative to monitor fisheries in which cooperative vessels participated
Describe any actions taken by the cooperative in response to a member exceeding their catch

as allowed under the rockfish cooperative agreement

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection-of-information is estimated to average 40 hours per response, including the time for reviewing the
instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection-of-information subject to the requirements of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection-of-information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is
mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended in 2006; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act as revised in 2006. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth
procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

Rockfish Cooperative Report
Page 1of 1
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The Council requested that Amendment 80 cooperatives provide a Halibut PSC Management Plan to
inform the Council of their progress on voluntary, non-regulatory methods used within their fishery
cooperatives to avoid halibut bycatch in the BSAI groundfish fisheries. Since 2011, all vessels and
companies participating in the Amendment 80 sector have been affiliated with one of two Amendment 80
cooperatives, the Alaska Seafood Cooperative or the Alaska Groundfish Cooperative.

The Council requested participants to describe methods their fleets or cooperatives are currently
developing or have already undertaken to implement measures in their cooperative and inter-cooperative
agreements to minimize the incidental catch of halibut. The voluntary information is expected to provide
the fleet with more flexibility to adapt fishing operations to changing environmental and market
conditions than would result from placing the information as a regulatory requirement.

Deadline: The annual A80 Halibut PSC Management Plan for the prior calendar year must be received
by the Regional Administrator not later than 1700 hours, A.L.t. on March 1 of each year.

When complete, submit the annual A80 Halibut PSC Management Plan:

¢ Online at: https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
¢ By faxto: (907) 586-7557
¢ or by mail to: Regional Administrator

NMFS Alaska Region
P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668

The plans should be designed not just to accommodate the revised hard caps, but to bring savings to
levels below the hard cap. The Council has asked that the cooperatives’ Plans include the following
information.

Amendment 80 Halibut PSC Management Plan
Halibut avoidance practices on the grounds
Increased communication between participating harvesters
Sharing data for performance tracking
Use and development of excluders
Deck sorting
Performance measurement and assessment at the boat and company level
Incentives for continuous efforts to minimize bycatch
Consequences for substandard performance

Estimated time to complete: 12 hours per report.




PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 12 hours per response, including
the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the burden
estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to
Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage
commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C.
1801, et seq.) as amended by Public Law 109-479; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under
section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-
100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.
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This Amendment 80 Progress Report allows each sector in the BSAI groundfish fisheries to inform the
Council of their progress on voluntary, non-regulatory methods used within their fishery cooperatives to
avoid halibut bycatch in the BSAI groundfish fisheries. The Council requested participants to describe
methods their fleets or cooperatives are currently developing or have already undertaken to implement
measures in their cooperative and inter-cooperative agreements to minimize the incidental catch of
halibut. The voluntary information is expected to provide the fleet with more flexibility to adapt fishing
operations to changing environmental and market conditions than would result from placing the

information as a regulatory requirement.

The BSAI Halibut Bycatch Avoidance Progress Report allows each sector in the BSAI groundfish
fisheries to inform the Council of their progress on voluntary, non-regulatory methods used within their
fishery cooperatives to avoid halibut bycatch in the BSAI groundfish fisheries. The Council took final
action to reduce halibut PSC mortality limits in the BSAI groundfish fisheries overall from 4,426 mt to
3,515 mt, a 21% reduction. PSC limits in the BSAI groundfish fisheries are apportioned among sectors
and gear types (currently to all trawl fisheries and longline fisheries for all targets except IFQ sablefish),
and a different reduction was applied to each. The Council requested that participants measures their
fleets or cooperatives are currently developing or have already undertaken for implementing measures in
their cooperative and inter-cooperative agreements to minimize the incidental catch of halibut.

The report will be provided to the Council by electronic or paper submittal, perhaps with an additional

oral presentation.

Deadline: The annual A80 Halibut Bycatch Avoidance Progress Report for the prior calendar year must
be received by the Regional Administrator not later than 1700 hours, A.L.t. on March 1 of each year.

When complete, submit:

¢ Online at: https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
¢ By faxto: (907) 586-7557
¢ or by mail to: Regional Administrator

NMFS Alaska Region

P.O. Box 21668

Juneau, AK 99802-1668

BSAI Halibut Bycatch Avoidance Progress report

Development of effective and verifiable measures for halibut avoidance

Individual accountability

Use of incentives to reduce incidental catch of halibut in the groundfish fisheries

Estimated time to complete: 40 hours per report.




PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 12 hours per response, including
the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the burden
estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to
Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.0O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage
commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C.
1801, et seq.) as amended by Public Law 109-479; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under
section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-
100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.
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An A80 cooperative issued a Cooperative Quota (CQ) permit must submit annually to the
Regional Administrator an A80 Cooperative Report detailing the use of the cooperative’s CQ,
including the actual retained and discarded catch of CQ species and Gulf of Alaska (GOA)
sideboard species. There are currently two cooperatives -- Alaska Seafood Cooperative and
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative.

Deadline: The annual A80 cooperative report for fishing activities under a CQ permit issued for

the prior calendar year must be received by the Regional Administrator not later than 1700 hours,
A.L.t. on March 1 of each year.

When complete, submit the annual A80 cooperative report:

¢ Online at: https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
¢ By faxto: (907) 586-7557
¢ or by mail to: Regional Administrator

NMFS Alaska Region

P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668
AB80 cooperative report
Actual retained and discarded catch of CQ and GOA sideboard limited fisheries (if applicable)
by statistical area and
on a vessel-by-vessel basis;
Describe method used to monitor fisheries in which coop vessels participated

Describe any actions taken by the coop against a member that exceeded the amount of CQ
assigned to catch for the A80 coop.

Estimated time to complete: 40 hours per report.

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 40 hours per response, including the time for reviewing the
instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor
shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is
required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et
seq.) as amended by Public Law 109-479; 3) Responses to this information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-

Stevens Act. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of
fishery statistics.
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The Council requests that each CR Program cooperative develop and implement procedures and
provide information on CR Program activities in a CR Cooperative Annual Report. The
voluntary non-regulatory report is to summarize the effectiveness of each measure and estimate
the number of participants in each measure. The purpose of the requested information is to
increase availability of QS for transfer to active participants and crew members, decrease high

QS lease rates, and improve low crew compensation.

The cooperative response may be framed

as answers to the following questions derived from the Council’s motion concerning crab

cooperative measures.

CR Cooperative Report

1. What measures is the cooperative taking to facilitate the transfer of QS to active
participants, including crew members and vessel owners?
2 What is the level of participation from cooperative members regarding these measures?

3. How effective have these measures been?

4. What measures is the cooperative taking to address the issue of high lease rates, as they

affect crew compensation?

5. What is the level of participation from cooperative members regarding these measures?

6. How effective have these measures been?

7. What future measures does the cooperative plan to take to address the Council concerns
over active participation and lease rates as they affect crew compensation?

Use consistent terminology with terms defined under the CR Program regulations

Provide a glossary of key terms used in the reports

Deadline: The annual CR Cooperative Report for the prior calendar year must be received by

the Regional Administrator not later than 1700 hours,

A.l.t. on March 1 of each year.

When complete, submit the annual A80 cooperative report:

¢ Online at: https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login
¢ By faxto: (907) 586-7557
¢ or by mail to: Regional Administrator

NMFS Alaska Region

P.O. Box 21668

Juneau, AK 99802-1668

Estimated time to complete: 30 hours per report.




PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 hours per response, including
the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the burden
estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to
Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.0O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage
commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR parts 679 and 680, and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended by Public Law 109-479 and under 16 U.S.C. 1862(j); 3) Responses to this
information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also confidential
under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery
statistics.
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version of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum can be accessed at http://
enforcement.trade.gov/frn/. The signed
Issues and Decision Memorandum and
the electronic version of the Issues and
Decision Memorandum are identical in
content.

Final Results of the Sunset Reviews

Pursuant to sections 751(c)(1) and
752(c)(1) and (3) of the Act, the
Department determines that revocation
of the antidumping duty orders on
certain construction castings from
Brazil, Canada, and the PRC would
likely to lead to a continuation or
recurrence of dumping, and that the
magnitude of the dumping margins
likely to prevail would be weighted-
average margins up to 58.74 percent for
Brazil, up to 25.52 percent for the PRC,
and above de minimis for Canada.

Notification Regarding Administrative
Protective Orders

This notice also serves as the only
reminder to parties subject to
administrative protective orders
(“APQO”) of their responsibility
concerning the return or destruction of
proprietary information disclosed under
APO in accordance with 19 CFR
351.305. Timely notification of the
return or destruction of APO materials
or conversion to judicial protective
order is hereby requested. Failure to
comply with the regulations and terms
of an APO is a violation which is subject
to sanction.

We are issuing and publishing the
results and notice in accordance with
sections 751(c), 752(c), and 777(i)(1) of
the Act and 19 CFR 351.218.

Dated: February 4, 2016.
Paul Piquado,

Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2016-02699 Filed 2—9-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Crab
Rationalization (CR) Program: CR
Cooperative Annual Report

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and

respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before April 11, 2016.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Patsy A. Bearden, (907) 586—
7008 or patsy.bearden@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council requested that
each CR Program cooperative, after
developing and implementing the
measures to stimulate acquisition of
crab quota share by crew and other
active participants and to stimulate
equitable crew compensation,
voluntarily provide an annual report
summarizing the effectiveness of each
measure and the estimated number of
participants in each measure, supported
by documentation.

I1. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of either
electronic or paper forms. Methods of
submittal include email, mail, and
facsimile transmission of paper forms.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0678.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
10.

Estimated Time per Response: 30
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 300.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $40.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the

agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: February 5, 2016.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2016—02695 Filed 2—9—16; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE431

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council will hold a
meeting of its Shrimp Advisory Panel
(AP).

DATES: The meeting will convene on
Thursday, March 3, 2016 from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will take place
at the Gulf Council’s office.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 2203 N.
Lois Avenue, Suite 1100, Tampa, FL
33607; telephone: (813) 348-1630.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Morgan Kilgour, Fishery Biologist, Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Council;
morgan.kilgour@gulfcouncil.org,
telephone: (813) 348-1630.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Shrimp Advisory Panel will elect
a chair and vice chair. It will also
discuss the biological review of the
Texas Closure; review penaeid shrimp
stock assessment updates; review the
status of Shrimp Amendment 17A;
review and discuss Shrimp Amendment
17B including the MSY OY working
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