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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
MARINE RECREATIONAL INFORMATION PROGRAM LONGITUDINAL SURVEY 

OF RECREATIONAL FISHING PARTICIPATION 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for a new information collection. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Collection of recreational fisheries catch, effort and participation data is necessary to fulfill 
statutory requirements of Section 303 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (MSA)(16 U.S.C. 1852 et. seq.) and to comply with Executive Order 12962 on 
Recreational Fisheries. Section 303 (a) of the MSA specifies data and analyses to be included in 
Fishery Management Plans (FMPs), as well as pertinent data that shall be submitted to the 
Secretary of Commerce under the plan. 
 
Traditionally, the Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS) estimator of the 
number of anglers who participate in marine recreational fishing (participation) is derived from 
the estimate of total fishing days (effort), which is estimated from the Coastal Household 
Telephone Survey or CHTS (OMB Control No. 0648-0052) and of estimate of mean annual 
number of fishing days per angler (avidity), which is estimated from the Access Point Angler 
Intercept Survey or APAIS (previously OMB Control No. 0648-0052, currently OMB Control 
No. 0648-0659).  The number of participants is obtained by dividing the estimate of effort by the 
estimated avidity. 
 
A review of recreational fishing data collection methods by the National Research Council 
(NRC) of the National Academies of Science stressed the importance of testing the various 
assumptions that are made in the current estimation procedures used for the MRFSS.  The NRC 
review concluded that “unknown biases in the estimators from these surveys arise from reliance 
on unverified assumptions,” and that “unless these assumptions are tested and the degree and 
direction of bias reliably estimated, the extent to which the biases affect final estimates will 
remain unknown.”  The report also stated that “it is impossible to assess the adequacy of 
recreational fishing surveys, particularly those associated with the MRFSS, when potential biases 
exist” (NRC, 2006). 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has addressed the concerns by implementing the 
Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) and developing and testing alternative survey 
designs.  Over the past several years, under OMB Control Nos. 0648-0052, 0648-0652, and 
0648-0659, NMFS has tested alternatives to the MRFSS Coastal Household Telephone Survey 
(CHTS) and Access Point Angler Intercept Survey (APAIS) with a goal of developing and 
implementing more accurate and efficient survey designs of recreational fishing activity.   
 
The MRIP Fishing Effort Survey (MFES, OMB Control No. 0648-0652), which is being tested 
in MA, NY, NC and FL as an alternative to the CHTS, collects information that can be used to 
estimate participation.  Specifically, the instrument asks respondents whether or not they 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/guidance/wetlands/eo12962.cfm


participated in recreational saltwater fishing during portions of the previous year1.  Recall error 
is a concern with this type of data collection, especially when the recall period is as long as one 
year (Chu et al. 1989, Chu et al. 1992) as is the case with APAIS and MFES.  To minimize the 
potential for this type of measurement error, many surveys (e.g., the National Survey of Fishing, 
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Survey of 
Income and Program Participation by the Census Bureau, Consumer Expenditure Survey by 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, and National Crime Victimization Survey by Bureau of Justice) ask 
respondents to report about behaviors for shorter recall periods, but go back to the same 
respondents repeatedly in a panel design (or longitudinal survey design).  The repeated contacts 
over shorter intervals reduce potential errors in placing events in time, but may require greater 
costs.  
 
A longitudinal study is being implemented to assess recall error in participation estimates 
derived from the MFES.  The longitudinal survey is intended to produce a reliable estimate of 
fishing participation that can be used to assess the magnitude of error in the participation 
estimates obtained from the MFES and possibly to adjust for that bias.  Thus, the overall 
approach for this methodological investigation involves conducting a longitudinal survey 
concurrently with the MFES.  The longitudinal survey will provide a benchmark to assess the 
accuracy of participation estimates generated from the MFES, which is a relatively cost-effective 
method for collecting participation data.  This request is to conduct a longitudinal survey to 
collect recreational fishing participation data that enable us to assess the measurement errors 
associated with reporting participation. 
 
Longitudinal Survey 
The MRIP Longitudinal Survey of Recreational Fishing Participation (MLSR) is a fixed panel, 
self-administered mail survey that will be conducted in North Carolina.  North Carolina residents 
and anglers will be sampled from residential address frames (the United States Postal Service 
Computerized Delivery Sequence File (CDS)) and a frame derived from a database of anglers 
licensed to participate in saltwater fishing in North Carolina.  Sampling from the two frames will 
be independent; residents of North Carolina will be sampled from the address frame, and non-
resident anglers (individuals licensed to fish in North Carolina but residing in a different state) 
will be sampled from the state license frame. 
 
An adult will be interviewed in sampled households up to three times over a year (four-month 
reference waves), beginning with the last week of the May-August wave of 2013 (wave A) and 
continuing through the January-April wave of 2014 (wave C).  The initial mail questionnaire will 
have questions that ask the total number of trips taken during the previous 12 months by fishing 
mode (shore or boat).  The instrument will also have questions that can be used to classify the 
adults into one of 3 categories of anglers: current – have participated in the last 4 months; likely 
– have not participated in the last 4 months, but have in the last 12 months or are likely to do so 
in the next 12 months; and, unlikely – have not participated and unlikely to participate in the next 
12 months.  Following the initial survey, we plan to survey the current and likely participants 
two more times at 4 month intervals and include questions about trips they took since the 
previous interview.  We plan to sub-sample unlikely participants during the second wave, and re-
interview all of the unlikely participants during the final wave.    

                                                           
1 The primary purpose of the MFES is to estimate fishing effort (number of angler trips) during two-month reference 
waves.   



Residential addresses within North Carolina will be selected from the CDS (address-based 
sample or ABS), and the sample will be augmented by matching addresses to the North Carolina 
database of licensed saltwater anglers.  This effectively stratifies ABS sample into strata 
(matched and unmatched) that can be sampled at different rates.  For example, the matched 
stratum, which is expected to be more productive in terms of identifying anglers, can be sampled 
at a higher rate than the unmatched strata.  This type of stratification is expected to improve the 
efficiency of data collection and maintain the coverage of the ABS frame, two concerns 
identified by the NRC Review.   
 
Nonresident anglers will be sampled in a single phase from the North Carolina database of 
licensed saltwater anglers.  An ABS approach would be especially inefficient for sampling 
nonresident anglers due to the low proportion of nonresident anglers among the general 
population.   
 
This information collection will fulfill statutory requirements of Section 401 of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act. Section 401 (g) requires 
that the Secretary of Commerce, “establish a program to improve the quality and accuracy of 
information generated by the Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey”. MSA further 
specifies that future surveys should, “target anglers registered or licensed at the State or Federal 
level to collect participation and effort data”, and that the program, “to the maximum extent 
feasible implement the recommendations of the National Research Council [(NRC)]”. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Marine recreational participation estimates are used on an ongoing basis by NMFS, 
regional fishery management councils, interstate marine fisheries commissions and state 
natural resource agencies in developing, implementing and monitoring fishery management 
programs, per statutory requirements of the MSA.  Participation statistics are fundamental 
for assessing the influence of human dimension on any fish stock and assessing the 
economic impact of recreational fisheries.  
 
Information collected through the MLSR will be used to assess the effectiveness of the MFES 
for collecting recreational fishing participation data and subsequently the properties of 
recreational fishing participation estimates obtained from the MFES.   
 
The questionnaires for the resident and non-resident samples will be the same.  The 
questionnaire for each wave will be slightly different.  The initial wave (wave A) questionnaire 
will include questions that identify individual members within the household (name, age and 
gender).  This information will be pre-filled in the wave B and C questionnaires to ensure that 
the same household members will be responding across the waves and will be identified 
correctly.  The wave C questionnaire will collect additional demographic information (race and 
ethnicity).  These questions are included in the wave C questionnaire because only individuals 
that participate in all waves of the survey will be included in the analysis.  Limiting these 
questions to the final wave will minimize burden by limiting the number of individuals that 
receive the full suite of questions.   



Specific data elements that will be collected in the questionnaire include: 
a) Questions about weather and visitation to coastal areas are included to engage non-

anglers and potentially reduce nonresponse bias,  
b) A question about the likelihood of participating in recreational saltwater fishing during 

the next 12 months is included for classification of angler status,  
c) Type of household telephone service is used to assess gains in coverage over ongoing 

telephone surveys of recreational fishing activity, 
d) The type of household unit (rented or owned) is used for nonresponse weighting 

adjustment and/or post-stratification, 
e) Total number of household residents is used to assess the proportion of household 

members responded, 
f) Name of household members are used to ensure that the same household members will be 

responding across the waves and will be identified correctly, 
g) Demographic information of household residents, including gender, age (wave A only), 

race and ethnicity (wave C only) are used to ensure that the same household members 
will be responding across the waves and will be identified correctly and also used for 
nonresponse weighting adjustment and/or post-stratification of estimates,  

h) In waves B and C, a question that identifies household members who responded in wave 
A, but no longer reside in the household will be asked to monitor migration from the 
sample, 

i) The number of recreational fishing trips taken on privately owned boats and number of 
shore fishing trips taken during the past 12 months (asked in 4-month reference periods to 
assist recall) will be used to estimate participation and avidity. 

 
NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, survey results will be used in scientific, 
technical and general information publications.  Should NMFS decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.   
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The surveys will be conducted by mail.  Survey responses for mail surveys will be 
automatically captured through optical character recognition (OCR), which will greatly increase 
the accuracy and efficiency of data collection. 

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
NMFS collaborates with state natural resource agencies and regional interstate fisheries 
commissions on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts to ensure that recreational fisheries data collections 
are not duplicative.  The MFES (OMB Control No. 0648-0652), which is currently being tested, 
collects information that can be used to estimate annual participation.  To assess the magnitude 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html


of error in the participation estimates obtained from the MFES and possibly to adjust for that 
bias, it is ideal to conduct the MLSR concurrently with the MFES.  Every five years, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service of the U.S. Department of the Interior conducts the National Survey of 
Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation (FHWAR, OMB Control No. 1018-0088).  
This survey interviews respondents up to three times over a year and collects information about 
annual recreational saltwater fishing activity including participation within the context of 
additional recreation activities.  The next FHWAR will not be conducted until 2016 and the 
MLSR will utilize the ABS and License frames for selecting units, will be done by mail and will 
be self-administered, differing from the FHWAR in those dimensions.  
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
No small businesses will be impacted by this information collection. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The MFES is a cost effective alternative for collecting recreational fishing participation data.  If 
the MLSR were not conducted, the effectiveness of the MFES for collecting such data and the 
bias in the participation estimates would be unknown.  Consequently, the possibility of utilizing 
the MFES to obtain accurate and reliable participation estimates could not be evaluated. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on January 29, 2013 (78 FR 6070) solicited public 
comments. No comments were received. 
 
MRIP is a collaborative effort among government agencies, independent scientists, recreational 
fishing groups and conservation organizations to ensure scientifically rigorous collection of 
appropriate information that meets manager and stakeholder needs.  Subsequently, NMFS staff 
maintains regular communication with customers, through workshops, workgroup meetings and 
one-on-one consultations, to ensure that needs for recreational fishing statistics are being met.  
The project team for the MLSR includes expert consultants and representatives from the NOAA 
Fisheries Service, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the U.S. Census Bureau, and state natural 
resource agencies.  In addition, the questionnaires for the MLSR are derived from the MFES 
questionnaires, which have been developed through field testing and cognitive interviews. 



9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
The benefits of prepaid cash incentives on improving survey response rates are well documented.  
Dillman (2009) describes a small, prepaid cash incentive as a “token of appreciation” that 
encourages response and brings attention to the survey request.  In addition to improving 
response rates, incentives may reduce nonresponse bias by encouraging participation from 
individuals with little or no interest in the survey topic (Groves et al., 2006).         
 
Church (1993) presents a meta-analysis of 38 experimental studies testing the impact of cash 
incentives on mail survey response rates.  The incentives, which ranged from $0.01 to $5.00 
increased response rates over control groups by an average of 19.1%.   
 
More recently, Trussell and Lavrakas (2004) reported that providing an incentive of at least 
$1.00 increased response rates and cooperation rates to the second phase of a two-phase, mixed-
mode (RDD/mail diary) survey, and that incremental increases in incentive amounts up to $10.00 
increased response rates in a linear fashion.  These conclusions were consistent even for 
individuals who initially refused to participate in the second phase of the study.   
 
Similarly, Brick et al. (2011) concluded that a prepaid cash incentive of $15.00 significantly 
increased response rates to the second phase of a national, two-phase mail survey, and that 
response rates for a $5.00 incentive treatment, while not significantly different from either a 
control group or the $15.00 experimental treatment, were in the expected direction.  In addition, 
the effect of the incentives was most pronounced for the initial mailing, which could result in 
decreased costs for follow-up mailings.   
 
The preliminary analysis of the MEFS incentive experiment that tests the incentive treatment 
groups of $1, $2, and $5, as well as a non-incentive control group, also indicated a clear response 
propensity towards higher dollar amounts.  There is less variation between the $2 and $5 
amounts than between the other amounts (Table 1), indicating the $2 incentive is probably a 
more cost effective approach.  Prepaid cash incentives of $2 will be included in the MSLR 
survey mailings for waves.   
 
Table 1. Results from the preliminary analysis of MEFS incentive experiment.  

Incentive Treatment Sample Size Number of Complete Samples  
$0 (Control) 5,132 1,160 (22.60%) 

$1  5,132 1,637 (31.90%) 
$2  5,132 1,873 (36.50%) 
$5  5,132  2,045 (39.85%) 

 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the instruments, responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries 
Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without 
identification as to its source.  Section 402(b) stipulates that data required to be submitted under 
any Fishery Management Plan (FMP) shall be confidential and shall not be released except to 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html


Federal employees and Council staff responsible for FMP monitoring and development or when 
required under court order. Data such as personal addresses and phone numbers will remain 
confidential.  

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The estimated response burden per survey activity and the total response burden are shown in 
Table 2. The expected number of respondents and number of responses are based on the results 
of previous MRIP pilot studies.  A total of 1,594 (rounded down to 1,593 in ROCIS). burden 
hours are anticipated.  An hourly rate of $22.77 is based on the average for all civilian workers 
from the January 2011 National Compensation Survey 
(http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ocs/sp/nctb1477.pdf).  There are no other costs to respondent.  Labor 
costs to respondents will be approximately $36,295.  
 
Table 2. Estimated response burden for the MRIP Longitudinal Survey of Recreational 
Fishing Effort Participation. 

Stratum 
Sample 

Size 
Expected 
Response 

Rate 

Estimated 
Number of 

Respondents 

Estimated 
Number of 
Responses

2 

Minutes 
per 

Response 

Total 
Time 

(Hours) 
Study total 12,000 

 
5,131 9,558 

 
1,594 

Resident angler3 11,2804 48%5 4,7426 8,7337 10 1,456 
Nonresident angler 7208 60% 389 825 10 138 

 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
These data collections will incur no cost burden on respondents beyond the costs of response time.  
  
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 

                                                           
2 Initial sample is re-contacted for the second and third waves and those classified as unlikely are sub-sampled for 
the second wave. 
3 See Part B Table 1 for expected response rate, estimated number of respondents and estimated number of 
responses in each geographic and license stratum. 
4 Approximately 10% of addresses will be returned as invalid reducing the final sample size to 10,152. 
5 Average expected response rate across all geographic and license strata within resident angler stratum. 
6 Sum of estimated numbers of respondents across all geographic and license strata within resident angler stratum. 
7 Sum of estimated numbers of responses across all geographic and license strata within resident angler stratum. 
8 Approximately 10% of addresses will be returned as invalid reducing the final sample size to 648. 

http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ocs/sp/nctb1477.pdf


Annual cost to the Federal government is approximately $234,298: $184,298 in data 
collection costs and $50,000 in professional staff, overhead and computing costs.  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new program. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
All data collected and analyzed will be included in table format available on the Web page of 
the Fisheries Statistics Division, Office of Science and Technology, National Marine Fisheries 
Service. The Web site address is http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st1/recreational.  Findings from the 
study will be considered for presentation at appropriate professional meetings (e.g. American 
Fisheries Society, Joint Statistical Meetings) and submission for publication in appropriate 
statistical or fisheries peer-reviewed journals.   
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable.  

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.    

http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st1/recreational
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
MARINE RECREATIONAL INFORMATION PROGRAM LONGITUDINAL SURVEY 

OF RECREATIONAL FISHING PARTICIPATION 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
1.1. MRIP Longitudinal Survey of Recreational Fishing Participation 
 
The MRIP Longitudinal Survey of Recreational Fishing Participation (MLSR) is a fixed panel 
mail survey designed to produce a reliable estimate of the number of adults who participated in 
marine recreational fishing during the last year in the study state (annual participation).  The 
sampling design is very similar to the MRIP Fishing Effort Survey (MFES, OMB Control 
#0648-0652) and the results will be used to assess recall error in annual participation estimates 
derived from MFES data.  The comparison of the annual participation estimates from MLSR and 
MFES is just being done in North Carolina which is the only state where both surveys are being 
conducted.  The sample selection methodology is identical in the two surveys and the mode of 
contact is the same; the difference between the MLSR and MFES is due to the differences 
between questions in the surveys (and the recall associated with them).  The questionnaires are 
not identical (for example, the MLSR asks for the first name of the adults and the MFES does 
not).  These differences are a potential source of error that is not recall error.  While it is not 
recall error, it is part of the measurement error.  The MLSR estimates an annual participation for 
May, 2013 to April, 2014.  The MFES is conducted every two months so the 2013 Wave 4, 
which is scheduled to be mailed at the same time as the MLSR, and subsequent waves all can be 
used for comparison. We expect there will be some differences depending on the wave, with one 
hypothesis being that waves closer to the peak fishing season will have less measurement error 
since less recall is required for most participants.  We plan to examine estimates for all the waves 
for the same year as the MLSR.  Combining of MFES data from multiple months is possible, but 
not currently anticipated.  
 
The MLSR consists of two independent components, resident angler sampling and non-resident 
angler sampling. Resident anglers are sampled from the CDS and non-resident anglers are 
sampled from a database licensed saltwater anglers maintained by the North Carolina Division of 
Marine Fisheries.   
 
1.2. Resident Angler Sampling 
 
Addresses within North Carolina are sampled form the CDS.  Sampling is stratified by 
geographic proximity to the coast.  Specifically, counties with any border that is within 25 miles 
of the coast are in the coastal stratum, and all other counties are in the non-coastal stratum.  This 
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stratification serves two purposes.  First, residents of coastal counties are more likely to 
participate in recreational saltwater fishing than residents of non-coastal counties – historical 
estimates from the Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS) demonstrate that 
65-90% of recreational saltwater fishing trips in the study state are taken by residents of coastal 
counties within those state.  Stratification also provides an opportunity to sample at different 
rates among strata and subsequently increase the efficiency of data collection.   
 
A simple random sample of addresses is selected within each stratum in a single stage.  The 
sample size is sufficient to permit sub-sampling, as described below.  Addresses are selected 
from a comprehensive list of residential addresses maintained by a vendor licensed to distribute 
the CDS.  Following selection, sampled addresses in each stratum are matched, by address and 
telephone number, to databases of anglers licensed to participate in saltwater fishing in the 
respective state.  Databases of licensed anglers are provided to NMFS by state natural resource 
agencies approximately one month prior to the beginning of data collection.  Prior to matching, 
addresses within the license databases are formatted to conform to USPS postal addressing 
standards, and duplicate angler records. 
 
Matching addresses to license databases screens the ABS sample to identify households with 
(matched) and without (unmatched) licensed anglers, effectively stratifying the sample into 
matched and unmatched strata (Lohr, 2009).  Stratification provides an opportunity to optimize 
sampling among strata - previous studies (Andrews et al., 2010, Brick et al., 2012) have 
demonstrated that residents of households that match to license databases respond to fishing 
surveys at a higher rate and are more likely to have fished than residents of unmatched 
households.  The survey instrument collects information about the recent saltwater fishing 
activity for all residents of each sampled address (i.e. each address is a cluster of individuals who 
reside at the address). 
 
Table 1 provides the sample universe, initial ABS sample sizes, final target sample sizes and 
estimated number of completed household interviews for each stratum.  The final target 
allocation is achieved by retaining all matched addresses in the sample and sub-sampling 
unmatched addresses.  Target sample sizes are expected to result in a completed number of 
household surveys that achieve a half-width of the 95% confidence interval of 2 percentage 
points on estimates of total participation.  Sampling requirements are based upon results from 
previous MRIP pilot studies. 
 
1.3. Nonresident Angler Sampling 
 
Non-resident anglers are sampled from lists of individuals who are licensed to participate in 
saltwater fishing in the study state.  The sample frame for the state consists of anglers who were 
licensed to fish in North Carolina during the reference wave but reside in another state.  
Databases of licensed anglers are provided to NMFS by state natural resource agencies 
approximately one month prior to the beginning of data collection.  Prior to sampling, addresses 
within the license databases are formatted to conform to USPS postal addressing standards, and 
duplicate angler records, as well as records for individuals less than18 years of age are identified  
and removed. 
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Table 1.  Estimated size of the sample universe, initial and final sample sizes, expected response rates and estimated number of 
completed household interviews for the resident angler sampling.   

 
Wave A (May-August, 2013) 

State Geographic 
Stratum 

License 
Stratum 

Estimated 
Number of 

Households1 

Initial ABS 
Sample Size2 

Estimated Final 
ABS Sample 

Size34 

Expected 
Response 

Rates5 

Household 
Fishing 
Status6 

Wave A  
Estimated 
Completed 
interviews7 

NC 

Coastal Matched 199,839 3,000 3,000 57% current/likely 1,000 
unlikely 539 

Coastal Unmatched 557,660 8,372 5,280 43% current/likely 1,329 
unlikely 715 

Noncoastal Matched 222,650 480 480 53% current/likely 149 
unlikely 80 

Noncoastal Unmatched 2,812,924 6,064 2,520 41% current/likely 605 
unlikely 326 

Total     3,793,073 17,916 11,280 48%   4,742 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 Estimated number of households in the matched stratum is based upon the number of unique addresses in state databases of licensed saltwater anglers as of 
8/29/2012.  Estimated number of households in the unmatched stratum is the difference between the estimated number of total occupied housing units (Census 2010) 
and the number of unique addresses in the state license databases. 
2 Estimated amount of ABS sample required to achieve final sampling targets. 
3 Final ABS sample sizes after subsampling from the unmatched strata.  All matched addresses are retained in final sample. 
4 Approximately 10% of addresses will be returned as invalid reducing the final sample size to 10,152. 
5 Response rates estimated from previous MRIP pilot studies. 
6 Respondents in each geographic and license stratum are classified into current/likely or unlikely based on the wave A responses.  
7 Estimated numbers after classifying wave A respondents into current/likely or unlikely status (proportions are assumed to be 0.65 and 0.35, respectively). 
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Table 1.  (Continued.) 
 

Wave B (September-December, 2013) and Wave C (January-April, 2014) 

State Geographic 
Stratum 

License 
Stratum 

Household 
Fishing 
Status 

Expected 
Response 

Rates 

Wave A 
Estimated 
Completed 
Interviews 

Wave B 
Estimated 

ABS Sample 
Size8 

Wave B 
Estimated 
Completed 
Interviews 

Wave C 
Estimated 

ABS 
Sample Size 

Wave C 
Estimated 
Completed 
Interviews 

NC 

Coastal 
Matched current/likely 57% 1,000 1,000 570 1,000 570 

unlikely 57% 539 180 102 539 307 

Unmatched current/likely 43% 1,329 1,329 571 1,329 571 
unlikely 43% 715 238 103 715 308 

Noncoastal 
Matched current/likely 53% 149 149 79 149 79 

unlikely 53% 80 27 14 80 42 

Unmatched current/likely 41% 605 605 248 605 248 
unlikely 41% 326 109 44 326 133 

Total       48% 4,742 3,636 1,732 4,742 2,259 
 
 
A simple random sample of licensed anglers is selected from the state’s license frame.  The survey instrument collects information about 
recent saltwater fishing activity for the sampled angler, as well as any other individuals who reside at the same address as the sampled 
angler; each sampled angler represents a cluster of anglers who reside at the same address.  Table 2 provides the sample universe, sample 
size, expected response rates and estimated number of completed surveys for the state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
8 Samples classified as unlikely are sub-sampled at a rate of 0.33 for wave B, resulting smaller numbers of estimated sample size and completed interviews. 
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Table 2. Estimated size of the sample universe, initial and final sample sizes, expected response rates and estimated number of 
completed interviews for the nonresident angler sampling.  

 
Wave A (May-August, 2013), Wave B (September-December, 2012) and Wave C (January-April, 2014) 

State 

Estimated 
Number of 

Nonresident 
Anglers9 

Wave A 
Sample 
Size10 

Expected 
Response 

Rate11 

Household 
Fishing 
Status12 

Wave A 
Estimated 
Completed 

Interviews13 

Wave B 
Estimated 
Sample 
Size14 

Wave B 
Estimated 
Completed 
Interviews 

Wave C 
Estimated 

Sample Size 

Wave C 
Estimated 
Completed 
Interviews 

NC 159,743 720 60% current/likely 311 311 187 311 187 
unlikely 78 26 16 78 47 

Total 
  

    389 337 202 389 234 
 
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for stratification and sample selection; the 
estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems 
requiring specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data collection cycles to reduce 
burden. 
 
2.1. Data Collection Procedures 
 
The MLSR is a self-administered mail survey.  The data collection procedures have been extensively tested through previous MRIP pilot 
studies (Andrews et al. 2010, Brick et al. 2012).  The surveys are administered for one fixed panel survey, which consists of three waves 
over a year at 4-month intervals.   
 
The data collection period for each wave begins one week prior to the end of the wave (e.g. target starting date for wave A is 8/25/2013) 
with an initial survey mailing.  The timing of the initial mailing is such that materials are received prior to the end of the reference wave.   

                                                           
9 Based upon participation estimates from the Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey. 
10 Approximately 10% of addresses will be returned as invalid reducing the final sample size to 648. 
11 Estimated from previous MRIP pilot studies. 
12 Respondents in each geographic and license stratum are classified into current/likely or unlikely based on the wave A responses. 
13 Estimated numbers after classifying wave A respondents into current/likely or unlikely status (proportions are assumed to be 0.80 and 0.20, respectively). 
14 Samples classified as unlikely are sub-sampled at a rate of 0.33 for wave B, resulting smaller numbers of estimated sample size and completed interviews. 
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The initial mailing is delivered by regular first class mail and includes a cover letter stating the 
purpose of the survey, a survey questionnaire and a post-paid return envelope and a prepaid cash 
incentive (as described in Part A, Question 9). 
 
One week following the initial mailing, a thank you/reminder postcard is sent via regular first 
class mail to remind sample units to complete and return the questionnaire.   
 
Three weeks after the initial survey mailing, a follow-up mailing is delivered to all sample units 
that have not responded to the survey.  The follow-up mailing is delivered via first class mail and 
includes a nonresponse conversion letter, a second questionnaire and a post-paid return envelope.  
 
The Wave B expected sample size is smaller due to the subsampling of those households 
classified as having unlikely saltwater participants based on the Wave A response (see footnote 8 
and 14).  The subsampling is a cost saving and burden reduction device.  The alternative that was 
considered, and is used in some other surveys, is to use the first wave response as definitive and 
exclude these households from both subsequent waves.  In this investigation we felt it safer to 
subsample and recontact all of the unlikely households in Wave C.  
 
2.2. Estimation Procedures 
 
Final sample weights for the resident angler sample and the non-resident angler sample are 
calculated in stages.  In the first stage, base sample weights within each stratum are calculated as 
the inverse of the selection probability (𝜔𝑖 =  𝜋𝑖−1, where πi is the probability of selecting unit i 
for the sample). For the resident sample, base weights for addresses that cannot be matched to an 
angler license database (sample units in the unmatched strata), are adjusted to account for 
subsampling by multiplying the base weight by the inverse of the subsampling rate.   
 
In the second stage, base weights (or adjusted base weights in the unmatched strata) are adjusted 
to account for nonresponse.  Specifically, the weights of nonresponding units are increased by 
the inverse of the weighted response rate within nonresponse adjustment cells 
 

𝜔𝑐𝑖
∗ = 𝜔𝑐𝑖∅�𝑐−1 

 
where 
 

∅�𝑐 = � 𝜔𝑐𝑖/(
𝑟

� 𝜔𝑐𝑖 + � 𝜔𝑐𝑖

𝑚𝑟
) 

 
and ∑ 𝜔𝑐𝑖

𝑟  and ∑ 𝜔𝑐𝑖
𝑚  are the sums of base weights in cell c for respondents and 

nonrespondents, respectively.  In this case, a respondent is a sampled unit that has responded in 
the first wave and the third wave (so estimates of the full year can be made retrospectively from 
their responses). Additional definitions of response might be used for other analysis, but the 
basic procedures outlined above would also be used in these cases. 
 
In the resident sample, nonresponse adjustment cells will be defined by coastal/non-coastal 
stratum, matched/unmatched designation, and whether or not the address was successfully 
matched to a landline telephone number.  In the non-resident sample, adjustment cells will be at 
the stratum level (license state).   
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Estimates of total participation, as well as associated estimates of variance, are calculated in SAS 
Version 9.3 using the surveymeans procedure.  For a given coastal state, total participation is the 
sum of resident angler participation and nonresident angler participation, both of which are 
calculated as weighted sums.  
 

𝑌� =  ��𝜔ℎ𝑖
∗ 𝑦ℎ𝑖

𝑛ℎ

𝑖=1

𝐻

ℎ=1

  

 
where 𝜔ℎ𝑖

∗
 is the final weight and 𝑦ℎ𝑖 is the number of participants for unit j at address i of 

stratum h. 
 
Variance of the total effort estimate is estimated using the Taylor series method  

𝑉��𝑌�� = �𝑉�ℎ(𝑌�)
𝐻

ℎ=1

 

 
where 
 

𝑉�ℎ�𝑌�� =
𝑛ℎ(1 − 𝑓ℎ)
𝑛ℎ − 1

�(𝑦ℎ𝑖∙ − 𝑦�ℎ∙∙)2
𝑛ℎ

𝑖=1

 

 
 

𝑦ℎ𝑖∙ = �𝑤ℎ𝑖𝑗
∗

𝑚ℎ𝑖

𝑗=1

𝑦ℎ𝑖𝑗 

 
 

𝑦�ℎ∙∙ = ��𝑦ℎ𝑖∙

𝑛ℎ

𝑖=1

� /𝑛ℎ 

 

For estimating participation, we expect stratification to be more effective than simple random 
sampling due to the oversampling of coastal and licensed households.  Gains in efficiency will be 
offset somewhat by weighting effects, which will increase the variance of participation estimates.  
Given these two factors, we expect a design effect of approximately 1.2 (i.e., 20% increase in the 
variance).   
Any respondent who completes both Wave A and Wave C will be considered a complete 
because we have information on their annual fishing.  Note Wave C has a special instrument for 
those that do not complete Wave B.  In addition, imputation of participation is planned for the 
MLSR for those who complete Wave A and do not complete subsequent waves.  This is 
predicated on being able to produce imputations of participation that have reasonable error 
properties.  The Wave A responses from those who participate in Wave C but not in Wave B are 
expected to provide reasonable donors for a hot deck imputation for those who did not report 
participation in Wave A (those are participants even without any later response).  As a result, we 
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expect the sample size used in the longitudinal file will equal the number who completed in 
Wave A. 
 
The MLSR and the MFES samples are selected independently (although no households are in 
both) so the estimation procedures for each sample will be applied and then the estimated 
number of annual participants will be computed for each sample from its standard weight.  The 
prime analytic interest is in the difference in the estimated number of annual participants.  Since 
the two samples are independent, the variance of the estimated difference in estimates of annual 
participation is simple to compute.  The MFES also contains other reports of participation (in the 
last 2 months, in the last 4 months, and in the last 8 months) and these responses will be 
examined to determine if there is some way to reduce measurement error if any substantial error 
is found in the 12 month recall.  The overall objective is to determine if there are ways to 
estimate annual participation in recreational saltwater fishing that do not require a separate, 
ongoing MLSR. 
 
The power for the comparison is largely a function of the size of the MLSR sample.  We 
anticipate the number of respondents will be 389 (this implies the data from the Wave A 
respondents can be imputed successfully if other waves are not obtained).  The number of 
respondents in North Carolina from the MFES survey for a wave is about 1,800.  If the true 
percentage of adults who annually participate is 30%, then a difference of about 5 percentage 
points can be detected with a power of 80% and an alpha at .05. 
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
The expected response rates for the resident and non-resident samples are 48% and 60%, 
respectively.  Previous MRIP pilot studies utilized similar data collection procedures and 
achieved similar response rates.   
 
The expected response rates will be achieved by using standard mail survey protocols (Dillman 
et al, 2008).  An initial mailing will include an introductory letter stating the purpose of the 
survey, the survey questionnaire and a business reply envelope, and a prepaid cash incentive.  A 
thank-you/reminder postcard will be administered to all sample units one week following the 
initial mailing.  A final mailing, including a second questionnaire, a nonresponse conversion 
letter, and a business reply envelope will be sent to all nonrespondents three weeks after the 
initial mailing.   
 
We will minimize nonresponse bias by using a questionnaire that maximizes responses by the 
entire sample population, including both anglers and non-anglers.  The MLSR questionnaires are 
derived from the MFES questionnaires, which have been developed through field testing and 
cognitive interviews. 
 
The MLSR will interview members in the sampled household three times over the year at 4-
month intervals and ask about their fishing activities during the past four months.  We expect 
that errors in placing events in time will be reduced with the shorter recall period. 
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Nonresponse bias will be assessed by:  

a) Comparing early and late responders with respect to reported fishing activity.  This 
analysis will identify differences in respondents based upon the level of effort required to 
solicit a response.  Previous studies (Brick et al., 2012) demonstrated that early and late 
responders are similar in terms of reported recreational fishing activity,   

b) Utilizing information from sample frame to define weighting classes for postsurvey 
weighting adjustments.  Weighting classes will be defined such that response rates and 
fishing activity are similar within classes.  Nonresponse bias will be measured by 
comparing unadjusted estimates to estimates that have been adjusted to account for 
differential nonresponse among weighting classes.  Previous studies identified differential 
nonresponse and reported fishing activity between households with and without licensed 
anglers and demonstrated that nonresponse weighting adjustment decreased estimates of 
fishing effort by 25% over unadjusted estimates (Andrews et al., 2010), and  

c) Comparing the response rates and survey measures among different demographic groups, 
and post-stratifying the survey weights such that weighted estimates of demographic 
characteristics (e.g. gender, race, ethnicity) conform to population totals for the state 
(Kalton and Flores-Cervantes, 2003). 

 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
No additional testing is planned. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Statistical support was provided by the following: 
Dr. Jean Opsomer, Colorado State University, 970-491-3841 
Dr. J. Michael Brick, Westat, 301-294-2004 
Dr. Richard Aiken, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 703-358-1839 
Dr. Han-Lin Lai, NOAA Fisheries Service, 425-415-0460  
Dr. Jun Rossetti, ICFI, 301-427-8170 
 
Dr. David A. Van Voorhees, NOAA Fisheries Service, Office of Science and Technology, 301-
427-8189 is the point-of-contact for the Agency. 
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Outdoor Activity Survey
Please complete for those household members whose information is shown below.

�   Please use a black or blue pen to 
complete this form.

�   Mark  to indicate your answer.

�   If you want to change your answer, 
darken the box  and mark the 
correct answer

Several months ago, this household 
responded to a brief questionnaire 
about the people living here. Some 
of the questions in that survey 
asked about recreational saltwater 
fishing activities, over the previous 
12 months, by members of this 
household.

Now we would like to know about 
activity that may have occurred in the 
eight months since you answered the 
previous questionnaire. The names, 
age and gender of each household 
member has been filled in for you.  
Please respond only for these persons 
– if someone else is now living here 
who was not here previously, there is 
no need to answer for this person.

START HERE

Please use  other side  for  
additional  household  members

Household Member 1

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 2   

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 2

Household Member 2

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 3 

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 3

Household Member 3

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 4 

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 4

Household Member 4

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 5 

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 5 on the next page

OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx
 Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx
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Please complete for those household members whose information is shown below.

Household Member 5

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 6   

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 6

Household Member 6

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Thank you!   

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 Days in Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec. 2013

Thank you!

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 
of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding 
any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.
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Outdoor Activity Survey
Please complete for those household members whose information is shown below.

�   Please use a black or blue pen to 
complete this form.

�   Mark  to indicate your answer.

�   If you want to change your answer, 
darken the box  and mark the 
correct answer

A few months ago, this household 
responded to a brief questionnaire 
about the people living here. Some 
of the questions in that survey 
asked about recreational saltwater 
fishing activities, over the previous 
four months, by members of this 
household.

Now we would like to know about 
activity that may have occurred in 
the four months since you answered 
the last questionnaire. The names, 
age and gender of each household 
member has been filled in for you.  
Please respond only for these persons 
– if someone else is now living here 
who was not here previously, there is 
no need to answer for this person.

START HERE

Please use  other side  for  
additional  household  members

Household Member 1

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 2   

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

Go to Household Member 2

Household Member 2

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 3 

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

Go to Household Member 3

Household Member 3

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 4 

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

Go to Household Member 4

Household Member 4

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 5 

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

Go to Household Member 5 on the next page

OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx
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Please complete for those household members whose information is shown below.

Household Member 5

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 6  

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

Go to Household Member 6

Household Member 6

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Thank you!   

2. Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or  
Spanish origin?

 Yes, of Hispanic origin  
 No, not of Hispanic origin

3. What is this person’s race?  
Mark one or more boxes.

 White   Black, African American
 Asian  American Indian or Alaska Native
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

4. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing 
in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Jan., Feb., March, April 2014

Thank you!

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 
of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding 
any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.
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Outdoor Activity Survey
Please complete for those household members whose information is shown below.

�   Please use a black or blue pen to 
complete this form.

�   Mark  to indicate your answer.

�   If you want to change your answer, 
darken the box  and mark the 
correct answer

A few months ago, this household 
responded to a brief questionnaire 
about the people living here. Some 
of the questions in that survey 
asked about recreational saltwater 
fishing activities, over the previous 
12 months, by members of this 
household.

Now we would like to know about 
activity that may have occurred in 
the four months since you answered 
the first questionnaire. The names, 
age and gender of each household 
member has been filled in for you.  
Please respond only for these persons 
– if someone else is now living here 
who was not here previously, there is 
no need to answer for this person.

START HERE

Please use  other side  for  
additional  household  members

Household Member 1

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the 
household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 2 

2. For each time period below, on how 
many days did this person go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

 Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat 
that returned to shore in North Carolina. 
Do not include charter boats - rental or 
commercial boats that include a captain 
or crew who help locate and catch fish. 
Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 2

Household Member 2

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the 
household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 3 

2. For each time period below, on how 
many days did this person go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat 
that returned to shore in North Carolina. 
Do not include charter boats - rental or 
commercial boats that include a captain 
or crew who help locate and catch fish. 
Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 3

Household Member 3

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the 
household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 4 

2. For each time period below, on how 
many days did this person go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat 
that returned to shore in North Carolina. 
Do not include charter boats - rental or 
commercial boats that include a captain 
or crew who help locate and catch fish. 
Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 4

Household Member 4

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the 
household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 5 

2. For each time period below, on how 
many days did this person go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat 
that returned to shore in North Carolina. 
Do not include charter boats - rental or 
commercial boats that include a captain 
or crew who help locate and catch fish. 
Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 5  
on the next page

OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx
 Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx
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Please complete for those household members whose information is shown below.

Household Member 5

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the 
household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Go to household member 6 

2. For each time period below, on how 
many days did this person go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat 
that returned to shore in North Carolina. 
Do not include charter boats - rental or 
commercial boats that include a captain 
or crew who help locate and catch fish. 
Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

Go to Household Member 6

Household Member 6

  Name:  «Name»

 Gender:  «Gender»             Age:  «Age»

1. Is this person still a member of the 
household?

  Yes          
  No   Æ  Thank you! 

2. For each time period below, on how 
many days did this person go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, 
causeways, beaches, banks or any other 
shore-based structure or area. Enter “0”  
if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat 
that returned to shore in North Carolina. 
Do not include charter boats - rental or 
commercial boats that include a captain 
or crew who help locate and catch fish. 
Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 2013

Thank you!

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 
of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding 
any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.
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Outdoor Activity Survey
Please complete for all members of your household. Include those who fish and those who do not fish.

�   Please use a black or blue pen to complete this form.
�   Mark  to indicate your answer.
�   If you want to change your answer, darken the box  

and mark the correct answer

1. During the past 12 months has anyone in this household 
had to evacuate or seek shelter due to a severe weather 
event such as a tornado, hurricane, or thunderstorm?

   Yes
   No

2. During the past 12 months, has anyone in this household 
visited a public beach, national seashore, costal state 
park, or other coastal nature reserve or protected area?

   Yes 
   No

3. Is any person in this household likely to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in the next year?

   Yes 
   No

4. Which category best describes the telephone service for 
you and members of the household?

    Regular or Landline phone only
    Cellular phone only
    Both Landline and Cellular phone
    No working phone service

5. Which of the following best describes this house, 
apartment, or mobile home?

    Owned with a mortgage or loan
    Owned {without a mortgage)
   Rented
    Occupied without payment or rent

6. How many people, including all adults and children, live 
in this household?

      Please continue and complete 
the questions in the next section 
for EACH HOUSEHOLD MEMBER, 
whether or not that household 
member saltwater fishes.

START HERE

Please use  other side  for  
additional  household  members

Household Member 1

7. Insert Name: for each person

 

8. What is this person’s gender?

  Male            Female

9. How old is this person?  
If less than 1 year, mark 0 years.

  Age in years

10. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing in 
North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, causeways, 
beaches, banks or any other shore-based 
structure or area. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

11. Does this person expect to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina within the next 
12 months? 

  Yes            No 

Go to Household Member 2

Household Member 2

7. Insert Name: for each person

 

8. What is this person’s gender?

  Male            Female

9. How old is this person?  
If less than 1 year, mark 0 years.

  Age in years

10. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing in 
North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, causeways, 
beaches, banks or any other shore-based 
structure or area. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

11. Does this person expect to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina within the next 
12 months? 

  Yes            No 

Go to Household Member 3

Household Member 3

7. Insert Name: for each person

 

8. What is this person’s gender?

  Male            Female

9. How old is this person?  
If less than 1 year, mark 0 years.

  Age in years

10. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing in 
North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, causeways, 
beaches, banks or any other shore-based 
structure or area. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

11. Does this person expect to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina within the next 
12 months? 

  Yes            No 

Go to Household Member 4

Household Member 4

7. Insert Name: for each person

 

8. What is this person’s gender?

  Male            Female

9. How old is this person?  
If less than 1 year, mark 0 years.

  Age in years

10. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing in 
North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, causeways, 
beaches, banks or any other shore-based 
structure or area. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

11. Does this person expect to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina within the next 
12 months? 

  Yes            No 

Go to Household Member 5 on the next page

OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx
 Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx
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Household Member 5

7. Insert Name: for each person

 

8. What is this person’s gender?

  Male            Female

9. How old is this person?  
If less than 1 year, mark 0 years.

  Age in years

10. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing in 
North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, causeways, 
beaches, banks or any other shore-based 
structure or area. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

11. Does this person expect to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina within the next 
12 months? 

  Yes            No 

Go to Household Member 6

Household Member 6

7. Insert Name: for each person

 

8. What is this person’s gender?

  Male            Female

9. How old is this person?  
If less than 1 year, mark 0 years.

  Age in years

10. For each time period below, on how many days 
did this person go recreational saltwater fishing in 
North Carolina from: 

 a.  The shore – include docks, bridges, causeways, 
beaches, banks or any other shore-based 
structure or area. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

 b.  A boat – include a private or rental boat that 
returned to shore in North Carolina. Do not 
include charter boats - rental or commercial 
boats that include a captain or crew who help 
locate and catch fish. Enter “0” if none. 

   Days in July, and Aug. 2013

   Days in May, and June 2013

   Days in Jan., Feb., March and April 2013

   Days in Sept., Oct., Nov, and Dec., 2012

11. Does this person expect to go recreational 
saltwater fishing in North Carolina within the next 
12 months? 

  Yes            No 

                         Thank You!

Please complete for all members of your household. Include those who fish and those who do not fish.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection 
of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910.

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding 
any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

Outdoor Activity Survey
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DATE 
[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 
 
Thank you for the short survey you completed a few months ago. Could you please complete the 
enclosed survey, which will update the information you already provided. This study is conducted by 
NOAA who manages many outdoor and coastal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire 
will contribute to our understanding of how people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
The enclosed survey is the last and final survey for this study. We are very grateful for your participation 
this last time. The information you provided earlier will have much greater value when updated with the 
current information on the enclosed questionnaire. 
 
In order for these results to be the most representative of North Carolina residents, all members of your 
household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and send it back, even if they do not 
participate in outdoor activities. Your address was randomly selected from a list of all addresses in 
North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else.  We have enclosed a small token of 
appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your 
household in the earlier survey. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source.   
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐
xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

A few weeks ago you received a questionnaire on participation in outdoor activities.  If you have already 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you. If you have not returned it, please complete the enclosed 
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. In order for these results to be the most representative 
of North Carolina fishing license holders, all members of your household are asked to complete this 
short questionnaire and send it back – whether or not they participate in outdoor activities.  
 
We are very grateful for your help.  This study is conducted by NOAA who manages many outdoor and 
costal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire will contribute to our understanding of how 
people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
Your name was randomly selected from a list of all anglers licensed for saltwater fishing in North 
Carolina. Your participation is voluntary.  The pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of 
your household in the earlier survey.  All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of 
the Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries 
Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without 
identification as to its source.  
     
Some households might be asked to complete another survey in the future. If you have any questions or 
comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

A few weeks ago you received a questionnaire on participation in outdoor activities.  If you have already 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you. If you have not returned it, please complete the enclosed 
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. In order for these results to be the most representative 
of North Carolina residents, all members of your household are asked to complete this short 
questionnaire and send it back – whether or not they participate in outdoor activities.  
 
We are very grateful for your help.  This study is conducted by NOAA who manages many outdoor and 
costal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire will contribute to our understanding of how 
people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
Your address was randomly selected from a list of all addresses in North Carolina. Your participation is 
voluntary.  The pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your household in the earlier 
survey.  All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson‐Stevens Act 
and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released 
for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.  
     
Some households might be asked to complete another survey in the future. If you have any questions or 
comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 
[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

Thank you for the short survey you completed a few months ago. Could you please complete the 
enclosed survey, which will update the information you already provided.  
 
This study on outdoor activities is being conducted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The findings from this study are critical to help NOAA manage marine and costal 
resources and ensure their quality.   
 
In order for these results to be the most representative of North Carolina fishing license holders, all 
members of your household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and send it back, even if 
they do not participate in outdoor activities. Your name was randomly selected from a list of all anglers 
licensed for saltwater fishing in North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else. We have 
enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your 
household in the first survey. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source.   
 
Some households might be asked to complete another survey in the future. If you have any questions or 
comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

Thank you for the short survey you completed a few months ago. Could you please complete the 
enclosed survey, which will update the information you already provided.  
 
This study on outdoor activities is being conducted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The findings from this study are critical to help NOAA manage marine and costal 
resources and ensure their quality.   
 
In order for these results to be the most representative of North Carolina residents, all members of your 
household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and send it back, even if they do not 
participate in outdoor activities. Your address was randomly selected from a list of all addresses in 
North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else. We have enclosed a small token of 
appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your 
household in the first survey. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source.   
 
Some households might be asked to complete another survey in the future. If you have any questions or 
comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

A few weeks ago you received a questionnaire on participation in outdoor activities. If you have already 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you. If you have not returned it, please complete the enclosed 
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. In order for these results to be the most representative 
of North Carolina fishing license holders, all members of your household are asked to complete this 
short questionnaire and send it back – whether or not they participate in outdoor activities.  
 
We are very grateful for your help. Your completed questionnaire will contribute to our understanding 
of outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
Your name was randomly selected from a list of all anglers licensed for saltwater fishing in North 
Carolina. Your participation is voluntary. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 
402(b) of the Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of 
Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without 
identification as to its source.      
 
Some households might be asked to complete another survey in the future. If you have any questions or 
comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 
 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

A few weeks ago you received a questionnaire on participation in outdoor activities. If you have already 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you. If you have not returned it, please complete the enclosed 
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. In order for these results to be the most representative 
of North Carolina residents, all members of your household are asked to complete this short 
questionnaire and send it back – whether or not they participate in outdoor activities.  
 
We are very grateful for your help. Your completed questionnaire will contribute to our understanding 
of outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
Your address was randomly selected from a list of all addresses in North Carolina. Your participation is 
voluntary. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson‐Stevens 
Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.      
 
Some households might be asked to complete another survey in the future. If you have any questions or 
comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 
 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 
 
Your help is greatly appreciated in a study being conducted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. This study collects information about participation in outdoor activities. NOAA oversees 
many of the natural resources in coastal states and the findings from this study are critical to help NOAA 
manage outdoor and costal resources and ensure their quality. 
 
This is the first stage of this study. In order for these results to be the most representative of North 
Carolina fishing license holders, all members of your household are asked to complete this short 
questionnaire and send it back, even if they do not participate in outdoor activities. Your name was 
randomly selected from a list of all anglers licensed for saltwater fishing in North Carolina, and you 
cannot be replaced with someone else. We have enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of 
saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary.  All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source. 
 
Some households might be re‐contacted to complete another survey in the future. If you have any 
questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 
 
Your help is greatly appreciated in a study being conducted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. This study collects information about participation in outdoor activities. NOAA oversees 
many of the natural resources in coastal states and the findings from this study are critical to help NOAA 
manage outdoor and costal resources and ensure their quality. 
 
This is the first stage of this study. In order for these results to be the most representative of North 
Carolina residents, all members of your household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and 
send it back, even if they do not participate in outdoor activities. Your address was randomly selected 
from a list of all addresses in North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else. We have 
enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary.  All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source. 
 
Some households might be re‐contacted to complete another survey in the future. If you have any 
questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



DATE 
 
Last week we sent you an Outdoor Activity Survey on behalf of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. If you have already completed and 
returned the survey, please accept our sincere thanks.  If not, please do so today. 

This study is being conducted to learn more about outdoor activity participation. 
Please know that your answers are completely confidential and will be used only 
for this study in accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens Act and NOAA 
Administrative Order 216-100. 

If you did not receive the survey or need another copy, please call XXXXXXXX toll-
free at 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David A. Van Voorhees 
Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 
NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 

Outdoor Acitivity Survey 
1009 Slater Rd 
Suite 110 
Durham, NC 27703 

 
 
 
 
 

Proper Name 
Add1 
Add2 
City, St Zip 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DATE 
[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

A few weeks ago you received a questionnaire on participation in outdoor activities.  If you have already 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you. If you have not returned it, please complete the enclosed 
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. The information you provided in the earlier survey will 
have much greater value if you provide the updated information. In order for these results to be the 
most representative North Carolina fishing license holders, we need all members of your household to 
complete this short questionnaire and send it back – whether or not they participate in outdoor 
activities.  
 
We are very grateful for your help. This study is conducted by NOAA who manages many outdoor and 
costal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire will contribute to our understanding of how 
people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
Your name was randomly selected from a list of all anglers licensed for saltwater fishing in North 
Carolina. Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of 
your household in the earlier survey.  All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of 
the Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries 
Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without 
identification as to its source.      
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐
xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 

[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 

A few weeks ago you received a questionnaire on participation in outdoor activities.  If you have already 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you. If you have not returned it, please complete the enclosed 
questionnaire and return it as soon as possible. The information you provided in the earlier survey will 
have much greater value if you provide the updated information. In order for these results to be the 
most representative of North Carolina residents, we need all members of your household to complete 
this short questionnaire and send it back – whether or not they participate in outdoor activities.  
 
We are very grateful for your help. This study is conducted by NOAA who manages many outdoor and 
costal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire will contribute to our understanding of how 
people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
Your address was randomly selected from a list of all addresses in North Carolina. Your participation is 
voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your household in the earlier 
survey.  All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson‐Stevens Act 
and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released 
for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.      
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐
xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 
 



 

DATE 
[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 
 
Thank you for the short survey you completed several months ago. Could you please complete the 
enclosed survey, which will update the information you already provided. This study is conducted by 
NOAA who manages many outdoor and coastal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire 
will contribute to our understanding of how people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
The enclosed survey is the last and final survey for this study. We are very grateful for your participation 
this last time. The information you provided earlier will have much greater value when updated with the 
current information on the enclosed questionnaire. 
 
In order for these results to be the most representative of North Carolina fishing license holders, all 
members of your household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and send it back, even if 
they do not participate in outdoor activities. Your name was randomly selected from a list of all anglers 
licensed for saltwater fishing in North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else.  We 
have enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your 
household in the earlier survey. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source.   
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐
xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 
[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 
 
Thank you for the short survey you completed several months ago. Could you please complete the 
enclosed survey, which will update the information you already provided. This study is conducted by 
NOAA who manages many outdoor and coastal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire 
will contribute to our understanding of how people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
The enclosed survey is the last and final survey for this study. We are very grateful for your participation 
this last time. The information you provided earlier will have much greater value when updated with the 
current information on the enclosed questionnaire. 
 
In order for these results to be the most representative of North Carolina residents, all members of your 
household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and send it back, even if they do not 
participate in outdoor activities. Your address was randomly selected from a list of all addresses in 
North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else.  We have enclosed a small token of 
appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your 
household in the earlier survey. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source.   
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐
xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 



 

DATE 
[State] Resident 
(Add 1) 
(Add 2) 
(City), (State) (Zip) 
 
Dear [State] Resident: 
 
Thank you for the short survey you completed a few months ago. Could you please complete the 
enclosed survey, which will update the information you already provided. This study is conducted by 
NOAA who manages many outdoor and coastal resources nationwide. Your completed questionnaire 
will contribute to our understanding of how people use outdoor and coastal resources. 
 
The enclosed survey is the last and final survey for this study. We are very grateful for your participation 
this last time. The information you provided earlier will have much greater value when updated with the 
current information on the enclosed questionnaire. 
 
In order for these results to be the most representative of North Carolina fishing license holders, all 
members of your household are asked to complete this short questionnaire and send it back, even if 
they do not participate in outdoor activities. Your name was randomly selected from a list of all anglers 
licensed for saltwater fishing in North Carolina, and you cannot be replaced with someone else.  We 
have enclosed a small token of appreciation as a way of saying thanks for your help.   
 
Your participation is voluntary. All pre‐filled information was provided by you or members of your 
household in the earlier survey. All responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216‐100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, 
and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its 
source.   
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we are happy to talk with you. Please call 1‐
xxx‐xxx‐xxxx. 
 
Thank you very much for your help with this important study. Please return your completed 
questionnaire in the postage paid envelope provided. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

David A. Van Voorhees 

Chief, Fisheries Statistics Division 

NOAA Fisheries, Office of Science and Technology 
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11 See 19 CFR 351.212(b)(1). 
12 See Non-Market Economy Antidumping 

Proceedings: Assessment of Antidumping Duties, 
76 FR 65694 (October 24, 2011). 

shall assess, antidumping duties on all 
appropriate entries covered by this 
review. The Department intends to issue 
assessment instructions to CBP 15 days 
after the publication of the final results 
of this review. Where assessments are 
based upon total facts available, 
including total adverse facts available, 
we instruct CBP to assess duties at the 
adverse facts available margin rate. If 
these preliminary results are unchanged 
in the final results, then the Department 
intends to instruct CBP to assess 
antidumping duties on POR entries of 
the subject merchandise produced or 
exported by the PRC-wide entity 
(including Aifudi) at the rate of 91.73 
percent of the entered value.11 The final 
results of this review shall be the basis 
for the assessment of antidumping 
duties on entries of merchandise 
covered by this review and for future 
deposits of estimated duties, where 
applicable. The Department recently 
announced a refinement to its 
assessment practice in NME cases. 
Pursuant to this refinement in practice, 
for entries that were not reported by 
companies examined during this 
review, the Department will instruct 
CBP to liquidate such entries at the 
NME-wide rate. In addition, if the 
Department determines that an exporter 
under review had no shipments of the 
subject merchandise, any suspended 
entries that entered under that 
exporter’s case number (i.e., at that 
exporter’s rate) will be liquidated at the 
NME-wide rate.12 

Cash Deposit Requirements 
The following cash deposit 

requirements will be effective upon 
publication of the final results of this 
administrative review for shipments of 
the subject merchandise from the PRC 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, 
for consumption on or after the 
publication date, as provided by 
sections 751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) For 
previously investigated or reviewed PRC 
and non-PRC exporters not listed above 
that received a separate rate in a prior 
segment of this proceeding, the cash 
deposit rate will continue to be the 
existing exporter-specific rate; (2) for all 
PRC exporters (including Aifudi) of 
subject merchandise that have not been 
found to be entitled to a separate rate, 
the cash deposit rate will be the rate for 
the PRC-wide entity; and (3) for all non- 
PRC exporters of subject merchandise 
which have not received their own rate, 
the cash deposit rate will be the rate 

applicable to the PRC exporter that 
supplied that non-PRC exporter. These 
deposit requirements, when imposed, 
shall remain in effect until further 
notice. 

Notification to Importers 

This notice also serves as a 
preliminary reminder to importers of 
their responsibility under 19 CFR 
351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate 
regarding the reimbursement of 
antidumping duties prior to liquidation 
of the relevant entries during this 
review period. Failure to comply with 
this requirement could result in the 
Department’s presumption that 
reimbursement of antidumping duties 
occurred and the subsequent assessment 
of double antidumping duties. 

We are issuing and publishing these 
results in accordance with sections 
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act and 19 
CFR 351.213. 

Dated: January 22, 2013. 
Paul Piquado, 
Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration. 

Appendix I 

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum 

1. Aifudi as Part of the PRC-Wide Entity. 
2. Application of Facts Available to the 

PRC-Wide Entity. 
3. Application of Adverse Facts Available 

to the PRC-Wide Entity. 
4. Selection of Adverse Facts Available 

Rate. 
5. Corroboration of Information. 

[FR Doc. 2013–01847 Filed 1–28–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Marine 
Recreational Information Program 
Longitudinal Survey of Recreational 
Fishing Participation 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 1, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to Dave Van Voorhees, (301) 
427–8189 or Dave.Van.Voorhees@noaa.
gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for a new information 

collection. 
Marine recreational anglers are 

surveyed to collect catch and effort data, 
fish biology data, and angler 
socioeconomic characteristics. These 
data are required to carry out provisions 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), as amended, 
regarding conservation and management 
of fishery resources. 

Marine recreational fishing 
participation data have been collected 
through a combination of mail surveys, 
telephone surveys and on-site intercept 
surveys with recreational anglers. 
Amendments to the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (MSA) require the development of 
an improved data collection program for 
recreational fisheries. To meet these 
requirements, NOAA Fisheries is 
designing and testing new approaches 
for sampling and surveying recreational 
anglers. 

This data collection will test the 
effectiveness of a longitudinal panel 
study for contacting anglers and 
determining how many individuals 
participate in recreational saltwater 
fishing. The goal of the study is to assess 
the feasibility of the data collection 
design for collecting recreational fishing 
data, as well as testing assumptions and 
measuring potential sources of error in 
ongoing recreational fishing surveys. 

II. Method of Collection 
Information will be collected through 

mail surveys. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: None. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households. 
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Estimated Number of Respondents: 
5,131. 

Estimated Time per Response: 10 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,596. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 23, 2013. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2013–01743 Filed 1–28–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Northwest Region 
Federal Fisheries Permits 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 1, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 

Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Kevin Ford, (206) 526–6115 
or email at kevin.ford@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for a revision and 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

The Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 
1801) provides that the Secretary of 
Commerce is responsible for the 
conservation and management of marine 
fisheries resources in Exclusive 
Economic Zone (3–200 miles) of the 
United States (U.S.). NOAA Fisheries, 
Northwest Region manages the Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery in the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) off 
Washington, Oregon, and California 
under the Pacific Coast Groundfish 
Fishery Management Plan. The 
regulations implementing the Pacific 
Groundfish Fishery require that those 
individuals participating in the limited 
entry fishery have a valid limited entry 
permit. Participation in the fishery and 
access to a limited entry permit has 
been restricted to control the overall 
harvest capacity. 

NOAA Fisheries seeks comment on 
the extension of permit information 
collections required for: (1) Renewal 
and transfer of Pacific Coast Groundfish 
limited entry permits; (2) 
implementation of certain provisions of 
the sablefish permit stacking program as 
provided for at 50 CFR 660.231 and 
660.25; and (3) issuing and fulfilling the 
terms and conditions of certain 
exempted fishing permits (EFPs). 

Each year permit owners are required 
to renew their permits by reviewing 
their current permit information, 
providing updated address and contact 
information as necessary and certifying 
that the permit information is correct. In 
addition, certain permit owners are 
required to respond to specific 
questions related to their participation 
in the fishery. Similarly, a permit owner 
is required to request changes in a 
vessel registered to the permit and/or 
changes in the permit owner or vessel 
owner. Additional information may be 
requested from the permit owner to 
determine compliance with groundfish 
regulations. The regulations 
implementing the limited entry program 
are found at 50 CFR Part 660, Subpart 
G. 

Also, NOAA Fisheries requires an 
information collection to implement 
certain aspects of the sablefish permit 
stacking program which prevents 
excessive fleet consolidation. As part of 
the annual renewal process, NOAA 
Fisheries requires a corporation or 
partnership that owns or holds (as 
vessel owner) a sablefish endorsed 
permit to provide a complete ownership 
interest form listing all individuals with 
ownership interest in the entity. 
Similarly, any sablefish endorsed permit 
transfer involving registration of a 
business entity requires an ownership 
interest form. This information is used 
to determine if individuals own or hold 
sablefish permits in excess of the limit 
of 3 permits. Also, for transfer requests 
made during the sablefish primary 
season (April 1st through October 31st), 
the permit owner is required to report 
the remaining tier pounds not yet 
harvested on the sablefish endorsed 
permit at the time of transfer. 

Applicants for an exempted fishing 
permit (EFP) must submit written 
information that allows NOAA Fisheries 
and the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council to evaluate the proposed 
exempted fishing project activities and 
weigh the benefits and costs of the 
proposed activities. The Council makes 
a recommendation on each EFP 
application and for successful 
applicants, NOAA Fisheries issues the 
EFPs which contains terms and 
conditions for the project including 
various reporting requirements. The 
information included in an application 
is specified at 50 CFR 600.745(b)(2) and 
the Council Operating Procedure #19. 
Permit holders are required to file 
preseason harvest plans, interim and/or 
final summary reports on the results of 
the project and in some cases individual 
vessels and other permit holders are 
required to provide data reports 
(logbooks and/or catch reports). There is 
also a requirement of vessel owners/ 
operator to make a call-in notification 
prior to the fishing trip under an EFP. 
The results of EFPs are commonly used 
to explore ways to reduce effort on 
depressed stocks, encourage innovation 
and efficiency in the fishery, provide 
access to constrained stocks which 
directly measuring the bycatch 
associated with such strategies and 
evaluate/revise current and proposed 
management measures. 

The currently approved application 
and reporting requirements are being 
revised in minor ways. Tentatively, the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) anticipates adding a mandatory 
question to the renewal form to 
determine if a permit owner registered 
to a permit is considered a small 
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