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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
WEST COAST REGION PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH FISHERY:  TRAWL 

RATIONALIZATION COST RECOVERY PROGRAM 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0663 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Beginning in January 2011, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) implemented a trawl 
rationalization program, a type of a catch share program or limited access privilege program, for 
the Pacific coast groundfish fishery’s trawl fleet.  The program was adopted through Amendment 
20 to the Pacific coast groundfish fishery management plan (FMP).  It consists of an individual 
fishing quota (IFQ) program for the shorebased trawl fleet (including whiting and non-whiting 
fisheries); and cooperative (coop) programs for the at-sea mothership (MS) and 
catcher/processor (C/P) trawl fleets (whiting only). 
 
As a type of limited access privilege program, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (MSA) requires the agency to recover part of the costs of management, data 
collection, and enforcement for the trawl rationalization program, up to 3 percent of the ex-vessel 
value [16 U.S.C. 1853a MSA §303A and §304(d)(2)].  This is called a cost recovery program.  
The cost recovery program for the trawl rationalization program would cover all three sectors in 
the trawl rationalization program: the Shorebased IFQ Program, the MS Coop Program, and the 
C/P Coop Program. 
 
In the Pacific coast groundfish fishery regulations, the trawl rationalization cost recovery 
program is codified in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 50 CFR 660.115. 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The trawl rationalization cost recovery program is required by the MSA.  As a type of limited 
access privilege program, the MSA requires the agency to recover part of the costs of 
management, data collection, and enforcement for the trawl rationalization program, up to 3 
percent of the ex-vessel value. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The trawl rationalization cost recovery program requires the fish sellers to pay the fee and all 
parties making the first ex-vessel purchase of groundfish (i.e., the fish buyers) to collect the fee, 
account for and forward the fee revenue to NMFS. To reduce the burden on the fish sellers and 
fish buyers, NMFS has structured the trawl rationalization cost recovery program to be similar to 
and utilize certain elements of the Pacific coast groundfish buyback program (buyback program), 
specified at 50 CFR 600.1102. 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/laws_policies/msa/documents/msa_amended_2007.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/laws_policies/msa/documents/msa_amended_2007.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=89767740d571e5d9ef9de25679ae6d10&mc=true&node=se50.13.660_1115&rgn=div8
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a. Fish sellers to fish buyers 
 
 The fish seller is required to pay the appropriate fee to the fish buyer (Note:  In the C/P Coop 
Program, a cooperative of vessels that both harvest and process whiting at-sea, the fish seller and 
the fish buyer are the same entity).  The fish seller is billed by the fish buyer at the time of 
landing or delivery and the full fee is due and payable to the fish buyer at the time of fish 
landing/delivery.  Each fish buyer shall collect the fee at the time of fish landing/delivery by 
deducting the fee from the landing/delivery value before paying the net landing/delivery value.   
 
NMFS does not need to collect any new information as part of that transaction.  NMFS already 
receives information on the amount of groundfish subject to the cost recovery fee as follows: 

• For the Shorebased IFQ Program, NMFS already receives landing information from the 
electronic fish ticket.   

• For the MS Coop Program, NMFS receives information on the catch delivered from the 
catcher vessel to the mothership from the observer data.   

• For the C/P Coop Program, NMFS receives information on the harvest of groundfish 
from the observer data.   

 
b. Fish buyers to NMFS 
 
Each fish buyer collects the fees from fish sellers and must maintain a segregated account at a 
Federally-insured financial institution for the sole purpose of depositing fee collections and 
disbursing them to NMFS through a U.S. Treasury Limited Access System Administrative Fund 
(LASAF) subaccount.  The LASAF is established by section 305(h)(5)(B) of the MSA.   
 
For the Shorebased IFQ Program and the MS Coop Program, the process is similar to the 
requirements for the buyback program.  Each month the fish buyer must disburse all collected 
cost recovery fees to NMFS, unless the subaccount has less than $100 of collected fees.  By the 
14th calendar day of every month, the fish buyer will send the full deposit principle to NMFS via 
electronic payment on pay.gov.  To support this system, the buyer must maintain certain records 
and submit a cost recovery program fee collection report. 
 
For the C/P Coop Program, which is not subject to the buyback program, the fish buyer must 
disburse all cost recovery fees to NMFS annually by December 31 each year.  The fish buyer 
will send the full deposit principle to NMFS via electronic payment on pay.gov.  To support this 
system, the buyer must maintain certain records and submit a cost recovery program fee 
collection report. 
 
Fee Collection Report – Monthly for Shorebased IFQ and MS Coop Programs, annually for the 
C/P Coop Program.  
 
The fee collection report contains the following information:  fish buyer's name, mailing address, 
city, state, zip, phone number, state buyer code, date of landings, weight, ex-vessel value, fee 
collected, payment of late charges, and any fee adjustments.   
 
The fish buyers contact information and state buyer’s code is included in case NMFS needs to 
contact them and to match them with the appropriate landings information.  The date of landings 
is to verify which landings the submitted fees cover.  The weight, ex-vessel value, and fee 
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collected are to document what the fish buyer is submitting the fees for and what they claim are 
the appropriate landings.  Fee adjustments are to document any changes to prices or fees.  A box 
is included so they can specify any amount paid for late charges.  Fees are subject to a 1.5% late 
charge for which they receive a Bill of Collection for late charges.  Many fish buyers pay the 
outstanding late charges with the monthly fee payment so that, for their convenience, one 
payment covers all outstanding cost recovery related payments.     
 
Some of this information included in these forms is available other places, such as the weight 
and ex-vessel value.  For the Shorebased IFQ Program, the ex-vessel value is available on the 
electronic fish ticket, the groundfish buyback fee collection report, and the economic data 
collection form.  The weight is available on the electronic fish ticket and in NMFS online vessel 
account system.  For the MS Coop Program, the ex-vessel value is available on the groundfish 
buyback fee collection report and the weight is available from observer data.  For the C/P Coop 
Program, the ex-vessel value is not available on any other form and the weight is available from 
the observer program.  However, requiring the weight and ex-vessel value to be reported on the 
cost recovery fee collection report provides fish buyers one place to document and confirm what 
information they are paying the fee based on.  It also provides NMFS all of the information in 
one place and verification that the appropriate fees have been paid.  
 

Recordkeeping by the fish buyers 
 
Each fish buyer must maintain accurate records of all transactions involving fees.  Each fish 
buyer must maintain such records in a secure and orderly manner for a period of at least 3 years 
from the date of the transactions involved.   The following information shall be maintained by 
each fish buyer for all deliveries of fish such fish buyer buys from each fish seller: 
 

o Delivery date; 
o Fish seller’s name; 
o Weight (in pounds) of each species of fish bought; 
o Identity of the fishing vessel that delivered the fish; 
o Ex-vessel price per pound of each species of fish; 
o Net ex-vessel value of such fish; 
o Name of party to whom net ex-vessel value paid if other than fish seller; 
o Date net ex-vessel value paid; 
o Total fee amount collected. 

 
Much of this information (date, name, pounds delivered, vessel, price per pound, date) is 
collected as part of normal fish ticket procedures in many fisheries.  The fee information is an 
additional burden. 
 
In addition, the buyer collecting fees must maintain records on all fee collection deposits to, and 
disbursements from, the deposit account, including: 

o Dates and amounts of deposits; 
o Dates and amounts of disbursements to the Fund subaccount the Secretary 

designates; and 
o Dates and amounts of disbursements to the fish buyer, fish seller, or other parties  
o of interest earned on deposits (this information would be a normal part of bank 

statements). 
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The fish ticket and deposit/disbursement information is necessary to enforce the fee collection 
process to ensure that the Federal government is paid the required fees and that fishermen’s fees 
are directed to that end. 
 
In addition, NMFS requires additional reporting, an annual report, for the MS Coop Program to 
verify information reported on the cost recovery form.   
 
The three fee collection forms and the annual report are needed to track, verify, and enforce the 
fee collection system. 
 
c. Failure to pay – reporting requirements 
 
These reporting requirements would apply in situations where one of the parties in a sale refuses 
to either pay or collect the required fees.   
 
If a fish buyer refuses to collect the fee, the fish seller is supposed to advise the fish buyer of the 
fish seller's fee payment obligation and of the fish buyer’s fee collection obligation.  If the fish 
buyer still refuses to collect the fee, the fish seller must, within the next 7 calendar days, forward 
the fee to NMFS and advise NMFS in writing of the full particulars, including: the fish buyer’s 
and fish seller’s name, address, and telephone number; the name of the fishing vessel from which 
the fish seller made fish delivery and the date of doing so; the quantity and ex-vessel value of 
each species of such fish delivered; and the fish buyer’s reason for refusing to collect the fee. 
 
If a fish seller refuses to pay the fee to the buyer, the fish buyer should advise the fish seller of 
the fish buyer’s collection obligation and of the fish seller’s payment obligation.  If the fish seller 
still refuses to pay the fee, the fish buyer must either collect the fee over the fish seller’s protest 
or refrain from buying the fish and, within the next 7 calendar days, advise NMFS in writing of 
the full particulars, including: the fish buyer’s and fish seller’s name, address, and telephone 
number; the name of the fishing vessel from which the fish seller made or attempted to make fish 
delivery and the date of doing so; the quantity and ex-vessel value of each species of such fish 
delivered or attempted to be delivered; whether the fish buyer collected the fee over the fish 
seller’s protest or refused from buying such fish; and the fish seller’s reason for refusing to pay 
the fee. 
 
These reports are necessary to correct any problems that develop in the fee collection process. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information.  NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the 
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
This information collection will require payment of fees from fish buyers to NMFS via electronic 
payment only through the pay.gov website.  Collecting information and payment online benefits 
both the fish buyer and NMFS by providing a more efficient and accurate method and by 
allowing NMFS to have the information entered directly into the database.  Fish buyers in all 
three sectors of the trawl rationalization program (Shorebased IFQ Program, MS Coop Program, 
and C/P Coop Program) are familiar with electronic technology.  Fish buyers in the Shorebased 
IFQ Program have been required to submit electronic fish tickets since implementation of the 
trawl rationalization program.  They are required to have a specific technology, as specified at 
§660.15(d), to participate in the program, including a computer, internet connection, and a 
printer.  Fish buyers in the MS Coop Program and the C/P Coop Program are larger business 
entities that generally have business managers and accountants.  While they do not have the same 
electronic fish ticket reporting requirements as the Shorebased IFQ Program, they are expected 
to be familiar with electronic technologies, including paying and reporting information online.   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
No duplication exists with other information collections.  This information collection has 
purposely been designed to coordinate with the Pacific coast groundfish buyback program that is 
part of the federal fishing capacity reduction program (OMB control number 0648-0376).  This 
information collection has been designed to collect fees in a similar manner and using similar 
forms to those used by fish buyers in the Shorebased IFQ Program and the MS Coop Program 
for the buyback program.   
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
These requirements are not expected to have a significant impact on small businesses or entities.  
Of the three sectors, the Shorebased IFQ Program is the only sector with small entities.  The fish 
buyers that are small entities are already required to comply with the groundfish buyback 
program and the reporting requirements of the trawl rationalization program.  This information 
collection is similar to other reporting requirements for this sector and utilizes existing reporting 
requirements, such as the buyback program, as much as possible.    
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
This information collection is required as part of the MSA.   
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The requirements are consistent with OMB guidelines except for the following:  Reporting will 
take place more often than quarterly in the case of submission of the fee collections for the 
Shorebased IFQ Program and MS Coop Program, which are required for any month with fishing 
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activity.  This was established to parallel the groundfish buyback program requirements (OMB 
Control Number 0648-0376) at the request of the Pacific Fishery Management Council and the 
industry participating in that process.  
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
ainstructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice was published on June 28 2016 (81 FR 41930), soliciting public 
comments. None were received. 
 
Comments were solicited from respondents, and two were received.  The first agreed with our 
estimate of one hour per response for the fee collection reports, including time for research and 
completing the forms.  The second commenter stated that entering data into pay.gov was quick 
and easy but was not happy with the annual report forms.  The commenter believes that the 
annual report form should be in a fillable pdf format which would cut down on the time needed 
to complete it.  We have responded that a fillable pdf form can be produced and will replace the 
current non-fillable form on the cost recovery website as soon as it is available. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
The information collected is confidential under section 402(b) of the MSA as amended in 2006 
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)   It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, 
which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.   
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
For the Shorebased IFQ Program and the MS Coop Program, both with monthly reporting, we 
have estimated that there will be an average of 150 and 6 fish buyers, respectively, for each 
program, respectively.  Many buyers in the Shorebased IFQ Program purchase groundfish year 
round, resulting in an estimate of 12 monthly fee collection reports per buyer per year.  The MS 
Coop Program season is 8 months long.  For the C/P Coop Program, with annual reporting, we 
have estimated that 10 buyers will provide 1 annual report per year.  The MS annual report will 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
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be submitted by the 6 fish buyers. 
 
Based on the experience in the groundfish buyback program, we estimate an average of 10 
sellers or buyers per year with issues that require a report about failure to pay, which requires 4 
hours to document.   
 

 No. of 
Respondents 

Frequency of 
Responses per 

year per 
respondent 

Total Annual 
Responses Average Time Total Hours 

Trawl 
rationalization 
cost recovery fee 
collection report 

     

IFQ 150 12 1,800 1 hour 1,800 
MS 6 8 48 1 hour 48 
C/P 10 1 10 1 hour 10 

MS Annual 
Report 6 1 6 1 hour 6 
Failure to pay 
report 10 1 10 4 hours 40 
TOTAL 166 

unduplicated  1,874  1,904 

 
The labor cost per respondent is based on the minimum wage of Washington (the highest of 
Washington, Oregon, and California), which is $9.04 per hour.  Total annualized labor cost= 
1,904 burden hours x $9.04 = $17,212.16. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The costs to respondents would be those for copying and mailing submissions for the failure to 
pay report (fee collection reports are completed and submitted online with disbursement of the 
collected fees to NMFS).  Those are estimated to average $8 per year.  The annual report 
submitted by fish buyers in the MS Coop Program are estimated to average $6 per year 
 

COST ESTIMATE TOTAL (in $) 
 Annual Costs 

Buyer fee collection reports  0 
MS annual report 6 
Failure to pay reports  8 
TOTAL 14 

 
Although recordkeeping will take place, most of the records involved would already be kept as 
part of normal business operations and to support tax submissions.  No additional costs have 
been estimated for recordkeeping. 
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14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The estimate of annualized cost to the Federal government of the trawl rationalization cost 
recovery program is $80,000.  This includes 1 full time staff tasked with duties including, but not 
limited to:  calculate fee percentage rate, announce fees, maintain database to track fees 
collected, send fee collection letters for respondents who fail to pay, QA/QC on fees collected, 
and provide an annual report on the cost recovery program.  The annualized cost value also 
includes part of the time of existing full time employees in the Northwest Region’s Sustainable 
Fisheries Division, Fisheries Permits Office and Groundfish Branch.  The Fisheries Permits 
Office would follow-up with appropriate permit actions for any affected public that have not paid 
the required cost recovery fees.  The Groundfish Branch may provide input, as needed, such as 
public notices and annual reports to the Council.  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustments:  For the IFQ program, we have now estimated 50 more respondents than 
previously, with an additional 600 responses and hours.  This increase in respondents is due to 
additional businesses acquiring first receiver licenses and buying fish caught under the trawl 
rationalization program.  All fish purchased from vessels participating in the trawl rationalization 
program must be reported through pay.gov with a corresponding cost recovery payment.  These 
additional participants account for the additional responses and hours.   
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
NMFS publishes the fee percentage rate for each sector and any other necessary information for 
the upcoming year’s cost recovery program during the last quarter of each calendar year for use 
in the calculation of fees.  The fee percentage rate is also reported on the cost recovery program 
fee collection report.  NMFS calculates the fee percentage rate annually based on the 
methodology specified in regulation at 50 CFR 660.115. 
 
Some of the information collected is tabulated and published in an annual report on trawl 
rationalization cost recovery program.  Information tabulated may contain, but is not limited to 
the following:  Total amount of fees, ex-vessel values and landings, number of fish buyers and 
fish sellers, and number and description of unpaid fees and payment disputes.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



   OMB Control No. 0648-0663; Expiration Date: 12/31/2016

MS COOP PROGRAM 
COST RECOVERY 
ANNUAL REPORT 

PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH 
TRAWL RATIONALIZATION PROGRAM 

    UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region 

    Fisheries Permits Office 
7600 Sand Point Way NE, Bldg. 1 
Seattle, WA 98115-0070 

Phone  (206) 526-4353     Fax (206) 526-4461     www.nwr.noaa.gov 

INSTRUCTIONS: Each fish buyer, as defined at 50 CFR 660.111 for the Mothership (MS) Coop Program, must 
submit this annual report containing the information listed below for the fishing year for all groundfish each fish 
buyer purchased from fish sellers in that year. This form must be completed in its entirety and submitted to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) at the address given above by March 31 each year. 

Fish Buyer Name(s) 
Owner of vessel registered to MS permit: _______________________________________________________ 

Operator of vessel registered to MS permit: _____________________________________________________ 

Owner of the MS permit registered to that vessel: ________________________________________________ 

MS Permit Number: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Month Weight 
Bought (lbs) 

Ex-vessel 
Value 

Fee Amount 
Collected 

Date Disbursed 
to NMFS 

May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Total: $ $ 

WARNING STATEMENT:  A false statement on this form is punishable by permit sanctions (revocation, suspension, or modification) under 15 CFR Part 904, a 
civil penalty up to $100,000 under 16 USC 1858, and/or criminal penalties including, but not limited to, fines or imprisonment or both under 18 USC 1001. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT: Some of the information collection described above is confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and under 
NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fisheries Statistics. Business phone number, fax number, and email are not released to the public. 
The information collected is part of a Privacy Act System of Records, COMMERCE/NOAA #19, Permits and Registrations for United States Federally Regulated 
Fisheries. A notice was published in the Federal Register on August 7, 2015 (80 FR 47457) and became effective on September 15, 2015 (80 FR 55327 ). 

PRA STATEMENT: The trawl cost recovery program is required by the Magnuson-Stevens Act [16 USC §§ 1853a(e), 1854(d)(2)].  This collection of information is 
mandatory as specified at 50 CFR 660.115.   This collection of information accompanies and documents payment of fees due for that program. Public reporting 
burden for this form is estimated to average one hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of 
this collection, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region, Attn: Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required 
to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 

Total Weight Bought (in lbs) = 

Total Ex-vessel Value Paid = 

Total Fee Amount Collected = 



Fish Buyer's Name

Mailing Address

City

State

Zip

Phone Number

GF

Vessel Name

Year of Harvest

FOR LANDINGS IN Merchant Account Fee Rate (%) Weight (lbs) Ex-vessel Value ($) Fee Due ($) *

C/P Coop Program XXXX-###XX X.X

Instructions:
1. Complete the fish buyer's name, address, telephone number, C/P-endorsed limited entry permit number,

vessel name, USCG documentation number, and year of harvest (20XX).  Fish buyer is defined at 50 CFR 660.111.
2. Record the weight, ex-vessel value, and fee due.  The fee due equals the applicable fee rate multiplied

by the ex-vessel value of groundfish harvested for the year.  Ex-vessel value is defined at 50 CFR 660.111.
3. Note that deliveries must occur within the same year.  Use a separate form for each year.
4. Check the fee adjustment box if this payment is for a fee or price adjustment.
5. Use Pay.gov to remit fee collected.

* NOTE:  credit card payments are capped at $49,999.
PRA STATEMENT:

2014

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT:
Responses to this form are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of 
Confidential Fisheries Statistics.  The information collected is part of a Privacy Act System of Records, COMMERCE/NOAA #19, Permits and Registrations for United States 
Federally Regulated Fisheries. A notice was published in the Federal Register on August 7, 2015 (80 FR 47457) and became effective on September 15, 2015 (80 FR 55327 ). 

Fee Adjustment  By checking this box I certify that this payment is for a fee or price adjustment.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

The trawl cost recovery program is required by the Magnuson-Stevens Act [16 USC §§ 1853a(e), 1854(d)(2)].  This collection of information is mandatory as specified at 50 CFR 
660.115.   This collection of information accompanies and documents payment of fees due for that program. Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average one hour 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to NOAA/National 
Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region, Attn: Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115.

Permit Number

USCG Documentation 
Number

OMB Control No. 0648-0663   Expiration Date: 12/31/2016 

Pacific Coast Groundfish - Trawl C/P Coop Program
Cost Recovery Form



Fish Buyer's Name

Mailing Address

City

State

Zip

Phone Number

FR

Month and Year of Landings

FOR LANDINGS IN Merchant Account Fee Rate (%) Weight (lbs) Ex-vessel Value ($) Fee Due ($) *

Shorebased IFQ Program XXXX-###XX X.X

Instructions:
1. Complete the fish buyer's name, address, telephone number, first reciver site license number,

and month and year of landings (MM/20XX).  Fish buyer is defined at 50 CFR 660.111.
2. Record the weight, ex-vessel value, and fee due for each fishery.  The fee due equals the applicable fee rate multiplied

by the ex-vessel value of groundfish landed.  Ex-vessel value is defined at 50 CFR 660.111.
3. Note that deliveries must occur within the same month.  Use a separate form for a different month.
4. Check the fee adjustment box if this payment is for a fee or price adjustment.
5. Use Pay.gov to remit fee collected.

* NOTE:  credit card payments are capped at $49,999.
PRA STATEMENT:

2014

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT:
Responses to this form are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of 
Confidential Fisheries Statistics.  The information collected is part of a Privacy Act System of Records, COMMERCE/NOAA #19, Permits and Registrations for United States 
Federally Regulated Fisheries. A notice was published in the Federal Register on August 7, 2015 (80 FR 47457) and became effective on September 15, 2015 (80 FR 
55327 ). 

Fee Adjustment  By checking this box I certify that this payment is for a fee or price adjustment.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection 
of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

The trawl cost recovery program is required by the Magnuson-Stevens Act [16 USC §§ 1853a(e), 1854(d)(2)].  This collection of information is mandatory as specified at 50 
CFR 660.115.   This collection of information accompanies and documents payment of fees due for that program. Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to 
average one hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing 
and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection, including suggestions for reducing this 
burden, to NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region, Attn: Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, 
Seattle, WA 98115.

First Receiver Site 
License Number

OMB Control No. 0648-0663   Expiration Date:  12/31/2016 

Pacific Coast Groundfish - Trawl IFQ Program 
Cost Recovery Form



Fish Buyer's Name

Mailing Address

City

State

Zip

Phone Number

Permit Number MS

Vessel Name

Month and Year of Landings

FOR LANDINGS IN Merchant Account Fee Rate (%) Weight (lbs) Ex-vessel Value ($) Fee Due ($) *

MS Coop Program XXXX-###XX X.X

Instructions:
1. Complete the fish buyer's name, address, telephone number, MS permit number, vessel name, USCG documentation

number, and month and year of landings (MM/20XX).   Fish buyer is defined at 50 CFR 660.111.
2. Record the weight, ex-vessel value, and fee due for each fishery.  The fee due equals the applicable fee rate multiplied

by the ex-vessel value of groundfish delivered to an MS-permitted vessel.   Ex-vessel value is defined at 50 CFR 660.111.
3. Note that deliveries must occur within the same month.  Use a separate form for a different month.
4. Check the fee adjustment box if this payment is for a fee or price adjustment.
5. Use Pay.gov to remit fee collected.

* NOTE:  credit card payments are capped at $49,999.
PRA STATEMENT:

2014

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT:
Responses to this form are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of 
Confidential Fisheries Statistics.  The information collected is part of a Privacy Act System of Records, COMMERCE/NOAA #19, Permits and Registrations for United States 
Federally Regulated Fisheries. A notice was published in the Federal Register on August 7, 2015 (80 FR 47457) and became effective on September 15, 2015 (80 FR 
55327 ). 

Fee Adjustment  By checking this box I certify that this payment is for a fee or price adjustment.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection 
of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.

The trawl cost recovery program is required by the Magnuson-Stevens Act [16 USC §§ 1853a(e), 1854(d)(2)].  This collection of information is mandatory as specified at 50 
CFR 660.115.   This collection of information accompanies and documents payment of fees due for that program. Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to 
average one hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing 
and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection, including suggestions for reducing this 
burden, to NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region, Attn: Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, 
Seattle, WA 98115.

USCG Documentation Number

OMB Control No. 0648-0663   Expiration Date:  12/31/2016 

Pacific Coast Groundfish - Trawl MS Coop Program 
Cost Recovery Form



41930 Federal Register / Vol. 81, No. 124 / Tuesday, June 28, 2016 / Notices 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Final Record of Decision for Lake 
Tahoe Basin Management Unit Land 
Management Plan 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 

ACTION: Notice of plan approval for the 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. 

SUMMARY: Regional Forester Randy 
Moore signed the final Record of 
Decision (ROD) for the Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit (LTBMU) 
revised Land Management Plan (Plan) 
on June 20, 2016. The final ROD 
documents the Regional Forester’s 
decision and rationale for approving the 
revised Plan. 

DATES: The effective date of the Plan is 
30 calendar days after publication of 
this notice. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
view the final ROD, revised Plan, FEIS, 
and other related documents, please 
visit the LTBMU Web site at http://
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/ltbmu/
ForestPlanRevision. 

Further information about the LTBMU 
planning process can be obtained from 
Mike LeFevre during normal office 
hours (weekdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the LTBMU Supervisor’s Office. 
Phone/voicemail: 530–543–2641. 
Address: Lake Tahoe Basin Management 
Unit; 35 College Drive; South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 96150. Individuals who use 
telecommunication devices for the deaf 
(TTD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339 
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., 
Eastern Standard Time, Monday 
through Friday. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
revised Plan describes desired 
conditions, objectives, standards and 
guidelines, and identifies lands suitable 
for various uses. The Plan will guide 
project and activity decision making 
and resource management activities on 
the LTBMU for the next 15 years. The 
Plan is part of the long-range resource 
planning framework established by the 
Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act and the 
National Forest Management Act. 

Dated: June 20, 2016. 

Randy Moore, 
Regional Forester, Pacific Southwest Region. 
[FR Doc. 2016–15284 Filed 6–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3411–15–P 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

Agenda and Notice of Public Meeting 
of the South Dakota Advisory 
Committee 

AGENCY: Commission on Civil Rights. 
ACTION: Announcement of meetings. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, 
pursuant to the provisions of the rules 
and regulations of the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights (Commission), and the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(FACA), that a planning meeting of the 
South Dakota Advisory Committee to 
the Commission will convene at 12:00 
p.m. (MDT) on Wednesday, July 6, 2016, 
via teleconference. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss planning progress 
made towards conducting a briefing 
meeting on Examining the Subtle Effects 
of Racism in South Dakota. 

Members of the public may listen to 
the discussion by dialing the following 
Conference Call Toll-Free Number: 1– 
888–427–9411; Conference ID: 6491624. 
Please be advised that before being 
placed into the conference call, the 
operator will ask callers to provide their 
names, their organizational affiliations 
(if any), and an email address (if 
available) prior to placing callers into 
the conference room. Callers can expect 
to incur charges for calls they initiate 
over wireless lines, and the Commission 
will not refund any incurred charges. 
Callers will incur no charge for calls 
they initiate over land-line connections 
to the toll-free phone number. 

Persons with hearing impairments 
may also follow the discussion by first 
calling the Federal Relay Service (FRS) 
at 1–800–977–8339 and provide the FRS 
operator with the Conference Call Toll- 
Free Number: 1–888–427–9411, 
Conference ID: 6491624. Members of the 
public are invited to submit written 
comments; the comments must be 
received in the regional office by 
Thursday, May 5, 2016. Written 
comments may be mailed to the Rocky 
Mountain Regional Office, U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, 1961 Stout 
Street, Suite 13–201, Denver, CO 80294, 
faxed to (303) 866–1050, or emailed to 
Evelyn Bohor at ebohor@usccr.gov. 
Persons who desire additional 
information may contact the Rocky 
Mountain Regional Office at (303) 866– 
1040. 

Records and documents discussed 
during the meeting will be available for 
public viewing as they become available 
at http://www.facadatabase.gov/
committee/meetings.aspx?cid=274 and 
clicking on the ‘‘Meeting Details’’ and 
‘‘Documents’’ links. Records generated 
from this meeting may also be inspected 

and reproduced at the Rocky Mountain 
Regional Office, as they become 
available, both before and after the 
meeting. Persons interested in the work 
of this advisory committee are advised 
to go to the Commission’s Web site, 
www.usccr.gov, or to contact the Rocky 
Mountain Regional Office at the above 
phone number, email or street address. 
AGENDA:  
• Welcome and Roll Call

Richard Braunstein, Chair, South
Dakota Advisory Committee 

Malee V. Craft, Regional Director, 
Rocky Mountain Regional Office 
(RMRO) 

• Update on Progress of Planning
Briefing Meeting on Examining the 
Subtle Effects of Racism in South 
Dakota 

• Continue planning for future briefing
• Next Steps
DATES: Wednesday, July 6, 2016, at 
12:00 p.m. (MDT) 
ADDRESSES: To be held via 
teleconference: 

Conference Call Toll-Free Number: 1– 
888–427–9411, Conference ID: 6491624. 

TDD: Dial Federal Relay Service 1– 
800–977–8339 and give the operator the 
above conference call number and 
conference ID. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Malee V. Craft, DFO, mcraft@usccr.gov, 
303–866–1040. 
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCE: Pursuant to 
41 CFR 102–3.150, the notice for this 
meeting is given less than 15 calendar 
days prior to the meeting because of the 
exceptional circumstances of technical 
difficulties. Given the exceptional 
urgency of the events, the agency and 
advisory committee deem it important 
for the advisory committee to meet on 
the date given. 

Dated: June 23, 2016. 
David Mussatt, 
Chief, Regional Programs Unit. 
[FR Doc. 2016–15233 Filed 6–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6335–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; West Coast 
Region, Pacific Coast Groundfish 
Fishery: Trawl Rationalization Cost 
Recovery Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 
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SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before August 29, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Christopher Biegel, (503) 
231–6291 or christopher.biegel@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for an extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
requires that the Secretary of Commerce 
maintain a cost recovery program to 
cover part of the management, data 
collection, and enforcement costs of the 
limited access privilege programs, such 
as the Pacific coast groundfish fishery’s 
trawl rationalization program. This cost 
recovery program requires fish sellers to 
submit fees to fish buyers who then 
submit those fees to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) and include 
information about the volume and value 
of groundfish. Information is collected 
from monthly and annual reports as 
well as non-payment documents when 
necessary. 

This program is authorized under the 
Pacific coast groundfish fishery 
regulations, trawl rationalization cost 
recovery program at 50 CFR 660.115. 

II. Method of Collection 

Most information is submitted 
electronically through the Federal web 
portal Pay.gov, though some may be 
submitted by mail or email. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0663. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
116. 

Estimated Time per Response: Cost 
recovery forms: 1 hour; Failure to pay 
report: 4 hours; Annual report: 1 hour. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,304. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: June 23, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–15216 Filed 6–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE676 

Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish 
Fishery of Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands; Exempted Fishing 
Permit 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of receipt of an 
application for an exempted fishing 
permit; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the receipt 
of an application for an exempted 
fishing permit (EFP) from Puerto Rico’s 
Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources (PR DNER). If 
granted, the EFP would authorize the PR 
DNER to conduct two projects in waters 

of the Puerto Rico exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) to collect fishery- 
independent data on the abundance, 
distribution, and reproductive condition 
of reef fish in eastern and western 
Puerto Rico. For the first project, the 
EFP would authorize the PR DNER to 
harvest reef fish by hook-and-line and 
bottom longline gear off both the west 
and east coasts of Puerto Rico. All reef 
fish, including undersized and 
seasonally prohibited reef fish species, 
would be retained, except for goliath 
grouper, Nassau grouper, and all species 
of parrotfish. The purpose of the EFP for 
the first project is to determine spatial 
and temporal variations in stock 
abundance of Caribbean reef fish 
resources off Puerto Rico. 

The second project in the EFP would 
authorize the PR DNER to collect 
various species of recreationally 
important reef fish by spear gun and 
hook-and-line fishing in Federal waters 
off the west coast of Puerto Rico. The 
purpose of the second project is to 
obtain information about the annual 
reproductive cycle and minimum size of 
sexual maturation of the collected reef 
fish species. 
DATES: Comments must be received no 
later than July 28, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on the application by either of the 
following methods: 

• Email: Maria.Lopez@noaa.gov. 
Include in the subject line of the email 
comment the following document 
identifier: ‘‘PR DNER_EFP 2016’’. 

• Mail: Maria del Mar Lopez, 
Southeast Regional Office, NMFS, 263 
13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 
33701. 

The application and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request to any of the above 
addresses. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Maria del Mar Lopez, telephone: 727– 
824–5305, email: Maria.Lopez@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The EFP is 
requested under the authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and regulations at 
50 CFR 600.745(b) concerning exempted 
fishing. 

The proposed collection for scientific 
research involves activities that would 
otherwise be prohibited by regulations 
at 50 CFR part 622, as they pertain to 
Caribbean reef fish managed by the 
Caribbean Fishery Management Council 
(Council). The EFP would exempt this 
research activity from Federal 
regulations at § 622.435(a) (Seasonal and 
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