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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
WEST COAST REGION GROUNDFISH TRAWL FISHERY MONITORING 

AND CATCH ACCOUNTING PROGRAM 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0619 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This request is for revision and extension of the current collection for the West Coast 
Region Groundfish Trawl Fishery Monitoring and Catch Accounting Program. 
 
In January 2011, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) implemented a trawl rationalization program, 
a catch share program, for the Pacific coast groundfish fishery’s trawl fleet. The program 
was developed through Amendment 20 to the Groundfish Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP), under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) and consists of an individual fishing quota 
(IFQ) program for the shorebased trawl fleet (including whiting and non-whiting 
fisheries); and cooperative (coop) programs for the at-sea mothership (MS) and catcher/ 
processor (C/P) trawl fleets (whiting only). Fixed allocations to the limited entry trawl 
fleet were developed through a parallel process with Amendment 21 to the FMP. The 
regulations implementing the program were effective January 1, 2011; all of the 
necessary tracking systems to make the program operational became active on January 
11, 2011, the date fishing began under the new program. Since that time, the Council and 
NMFS have been addressing implementation issues as they arise. To achieve individual 
accountability for catch and bycatch and track total catch, the shorebased IFQ Program is 
subject to 100 percent monitoring both at-sea and dockside. In addition to 100 percent 
monitoring at-sea, motherships and catcher/processors are subject to flow scale 
requirements that include daily testing, reporting, and an annual inspection. 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
In order to ensure the individual accountability for catch and bycatch under the trawl 
rationalization program, a combination of at-sea and dockside monitoring as well as the 
use of flow scales are required for participants in the Shorebased IFQ Program and the 
coop programs for the at-sea sector.  
 
For catch monitor service providers 

• The preparation and submission of an application to be a certified catch monitor 
provider. 

• Appeals submissions by businesses not issued certifications or decertified. 
• The submission of qualifications for catch monitors. 

 
For catch monitors 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/magnuson-stevens-fishery-conservation-and-management-act
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/magnuson-stevens-fishery-conservation-and-management-act
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• The preparation and submission of an application to be a certified catch monitor 
(submitted to the service provider only and not counted as a burden for this 
information collection). 

• Appeals submissions by individuals not issued certifications or decertified. 
 
For at-sea processors (MS and C/P) 

• The requirement to have an approved scale for weighing catch at sea, a printed 
record of catch weight and cumulative weights, and a printed record of daily scale 
tests. 

 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information 
will be used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used 
to support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the 
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 

• A catch monitor service provider application is a narrative application submitted 
to NMFS by businesses interested in being certified to provide catch monitor 
services. This is a one-time application process. NMFS uses the application to 
determine if a business can provide adequate services to support the catch monitor  
needs and that there is no apparent conflict of interest Information provided 
includes contact and business information, prior related experience and 
description of ability to carry out a catch monitor provider’s responsibilities. 

• A catch monitor provider appeal is a narrative that NMFS may receive from 
businesses that were not issued catch monitor provider certifications or businesses 
that have been decertified. The purpose of an appeals submission is to provide 
NMFS with information that may result in the business receiving a certification or 
not being decertified. Fewer than two letters are expected to be submitted 
annually. 

• Catch monitor qualifications are copies of application materials submitted by the 
catch monitor applicants to catch monitor service providers. The catch monitor 
service provider then submits the qualifications to NMFS when an individual is 
initially hired to be a catch monitor. Each applicant must submit their 
qualifications prior to their initial training session and certification as a catch 
monitor. NMFS will use the documents to verify that candidates are qualified and 
do not have an apparent conflict of interest or obvious past experiences that may 
impair their objectivity as a catch monitor. 

• A catch monitor appeal is a narrative that NMFS may receive from individuals 
that were denied a catch monitor certification or that have been decertified. The 
purpose of an appeals submission is to provide NMFS with information that may 
result in the individual receiving a certification or not being decertified. 

 
At-sea scales for mothership and catcher/processor vessels that weigh catch at-sea.  
 
 
The At-Sea Scale Program is dependent on two types of motion-compensated electronic 
scales. 
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• A platform scale with a capacity between 50 and 60 kg is used by NMFS-certified 
observers as part of their sampling duties and to verify the accuracy of the flow 
scale.  

• A flow scale, or self-contained belt scale, is capable of continuously weighing up 
to 100 metric tons (mt) of fish per hour and is used by the vessel to weigh either 
total catch or quota species. 

 
Annual inspection. Once a scale is installed on a vessel and approved by NMFS for use 
to weigh fish at-sea, it must be re-inspected every 12 months to ensure the scale meets 
all of the applicable performance and technical requirements.  The Alaska Region 
conducts the inspections for the affected vessels. Therefore, the burden hours 
associated with the inspections are covered by the Alaska collection OMB control no. 
0648-0330. 
 
Daily scale testing.  Flow (belt) and platform scales used to weigh fish at-sea must be 
tested daily.  The test information is reported on a scale test report form which is used by 
NMFS to ensure scale accuracy. This is the only test that ensures the scale accuracy while 
the scale is in motion. 
 
Printed reports  

• Daily catch weight and cumulative weight.  Scale printouts must be produced at 
least daily and before any information stored in the scale’s memory is replaced. 
Scale printouts show: the vessel name and permit number; the date and time the 
information was printed; the haul number; the total weight of the haul; and, the 
total cumulative weight of all fish and other material weighed on the scale since 
the last annual inspection.   The printed output of scale weights is used by NMFS 
staff, observers, and enforcement personnel to maintain accurate records of catch 
and to ensure compliance with quotas. The scale printout also forms the basis of 
an audit trail for each haul that can be used to resolve inconsistencies in catch 
reports submitted by the observer and the vessel or processor. These printouts are 
not submitted to NMFS. The printed report must be provided to the authorized 
scale inspector at each scale inspection and must also be printed at any time 
during the fishing year upon request of the observer, the scale inspector, NMFS 
staff, or an authorized officer. The printed reports must be retained by the vessel 
owner for three years after the test occurred. 

 
• Audit trail.  Adjustments to the scale must be recorded in the form of an audit trail 

that can only be cleared by NMFS or other authorized personnel. Although scales 
may be recalibrated or tested at any time during the day, the audit trail is designed 
to record information that will be used to determine whether a scale had been 
incorrectly adjusted and then readjusted just prior to the scale test. An audit trail 
in the form of an event logger must be provided to document changes made using 
adjustable components and cannot be changed or erased by the scale operator, can 
be printed at any time, and can be cleared by the scale manufacturer’s 
representative upon direction by NMFS or by an authorized scale inspector. 
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Calibration log. The vessel operator must print the calibration log on request by 
NMFS staff or an authorized officer, or person authorized by NMFS. Because of 
improvements made to scale electronics, it is now possible to record the 
magnitude and direction of a calibration relative to the previous calibration. It is 
also possible to record the time a calibration occurred. Requiring the retention and 
reporting of calibration data could be used to detect purposeful mis-calibration, 
thereby reducing the likelihood of underreporting of catch. NMFS would require 
vessel operators to print and retain a calibration log that records the last 1,000 
calibrations or all calibrations since the scale electronics were first put into 
service, whichever is less. The limit of 1,000 faults and 1,000 calibrations would 
be expected to accommodate the total number of calibrations likely to occur 
between annual scale inspections.  The calibration log must be printed and 
retained by the vessel owner before any information stored in the scale computer 
memory is replaced. NMFS would not require submission of the printed record of 
the scale calibration log but would collect and review those data at the time of the 
annual scale inspection. Those data must also be available to OLE in cases where 
scale tampering is suspected. The calibration log must be printed on request by 
NMFS staff or NMFS authorized personnel and must also be printed and retained 
by the vessel owner before any information stored in the scale computer memory 
is replaced. 
 

• Fault log. The operator must ensure that each scale is tested as specified in 
regulation and that the information from all scale tests, including failed tests, is 
reported. The reporting of failed tests will result in less bias in overall test results 
and will improve the ability to monitor scale results. In addition, better 
consistency in reporting through time will result. 

 
Notify Observer of flow scale test.  Each vessel operator must notify the observer at least 
15 minutes before the time that a scale test will be conducted and must conduct the test 
while the observer is present. No form exists for this notice; vessel personnel verbally 
inform the observer that a scale test is scheduled.  
 
Video monitoring of flow scale area. Vessels required to weigh catch at-sea must provide 
video monitoring of fish entering, moving across, and leaving the weighing platform of 
the scale. Vessels are also required to provide video monitoring of all access panels 
allowing adjustments to the scale, and of crew activities in these areas. The scale display 
head and the light showing when the scale is in fault mode would need to be within the 
camera view. The video allows NMFS to verify that all catch is being weighed, that no 
one is tampering with the scale, and that the scale is operating correctly. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the 
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other 
forms of information technology. 
 
Printed reports of groundfish catch weight, audit trail, calibration log, fault log and video 
monitoring of flow scale area are all automated. 
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Fish tickets must be submitted electronically. NMFS is removing the electronic fish ticket 
elements of this information collection and placing them in OMB Control Number 0738.  
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
This use of at-sea motion compensating scales and video monitoring is part of a 
specialized and technical program designed for the Alaska groundfish fishery.  All the 
affected vessels fish in the Alaska groundfish fishery where they already meet the scale 
and video requirements.  Maintaining similar equipment and performance requirements 
and using a single annual scale inspection for both fisheries reduces duplication.   
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
The companies that provide observers and catch monitors are generally small businesses. 
Given the relatively small numbers of these respondents, separate requirements based on 
size of business have not been developed. Only the minimum data required to meet the 
objectives of the overall monitoring program are requested from all applicants. For the at-
sea vessels, in addition to revenue in the Pacific Coast groundfish fishery, when 
considering the revenue from Alaska, none of the motherships or catcher/processors 
would be considered small businesses (79 FR 54590; September 12, 2014).  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Data collected by certified observers and catch monitors as well as from at-sea flow 
scales are necessary for the conservation and management of the Pacific Coast groundfish 
fishery. Maintaining the integrity of the data collections is an important aspect of the 
trawl rationalization program and assuring that individual catch accountability is 
maintained. The trawl fishery is a multispecies fishery in which the allowable harvest 
levels for some stocks (potentially including overfished species) constrain access to 
harvest of the full allocations of many targeted stocks. If the integrity of the monitoring 
program is not maintained, the elimination of individual accountability could generate an 
incentive to alter fishing behavior such that vessels targeted stocks that are more difficult 
to catch without encountering high levels of constraining species. The high level of 
quality monitoring under the trawl rationalization program has helped the fleet make 
tremendous bycatch reductions.  
 
The intent of provider permits is to allow only qualified business to provide catch 
monitor and observer services so the integrity of the data collections are maintained. In 
addition, assuring that the businesses are qualified to provide aids in ensuring the 
wellbeing of individuals deployed as observers and catch monitors. The application and 
renewal process for new providers and the annual renewal would be used to verify that 
providers are free of conflict of interests, or state or federal criminal convictions that 
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could undermine the integrity of data or affect the wellbeing of observers or catch 
monitors. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public 
comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the 
public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken 
by the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with 
persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, 
frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or 
reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or 
reported. 
 
A Federal Register notice published on November 9, 2017 (82 FR 52040) solicited public 
comments. We received one comment on the information collection requirements. A 
fishing industry compliance director commented: “The collection estimates for time and 
cost look accurate as described under 0648-0619 (West Coast Region Groundfish Trawl 
Fishery Monitoring and Catch Accounting Program), based on my knowledge of the 3 
sectors of the catch share program, and the required reporting burdens therein.”   
 
In addition, we solicited comments from staff at NMFS and the Pacific States Marine 
Fisheries Commission who regularly manage and process these information collections. 
We revised estimates slightly based upon their feedback (see Table 1 and the paragraph 
under A15). 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the forms, section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act sets forth procedures 
for confidentiality of fisheries statistics, including statistics collected by observers and 
NMFS staff. NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fisheries 
Statistics, further establishes procedures for confidentiality of collected and submitted 
data. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are 
commonly considered private.  

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
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There are no questions of a sensitive nature being asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The total number of unduplicated respondents is 153. Total annual responses decreased 
from the 2016 application amount of 7,449 to 2,169 responses, and hours decreased from 
1,826 to 447 hours. These reductions resulted from: 1) the maturity of the trawl 
rationalization program, which now has a history of established providers of observers 
and catch monitors, and expects very few new applicants, and 2) the removal of some 
elements of this package to group them with similar requirements in other information 
collections (see A15 below). The resulting change in labor cost (based on $25/hour) is a 
reduction from $44,425 to $11,175. 
 
See the burden tables on page 9 (Tables A and B). 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
recordkeepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours 
in Question 12 above). 
 
Annualized capital costs for computer hardware are $3,510. Annualized 
reporting/recordkeeping costs are $168. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The total annualized cost to the Federal government costs from this revision increases 
from $14,571 to $14,853. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported. 
 
Program Changes: As part of this revision/extension, NMFS is removing 4 elements of 
this information collection and placing them in another existing collecting, OMB 
Control Number 0648- 0620, so that they are grouped with similar requirements. These 
elements are: the preparation and submission of catch monitoring plans by first receivers, 
the inspections that are required as part of the catch monitoring plans, the in-season 
testing of shorebased scales for first receivers, and the printed reports that occur as part of 
the in-season testing for first receivers. The burden estimates in this package have been 
adjusted accordingly: 2,640 responses, 960 hours and $360 have been added to OMB 
Control Number 0648- 0620. 
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Table of burden and cost added in OMB Control Number 0648- 0620 change 
request. 
 

 
Number of 

respondents 

Frequency 
of annual 
responses 
per entity 

Total annual 
responses 

Estimated 
hours per 
response 

Total 
annual 
burden 
hours 

Total 
recordkeeping/
reporting costs 

Catch monitoring 
plans/ 

First receivers 
Preparation and 

Submission 
 

80 1 80 4 320  $240 ($3 per) 

Catch monitoring 
plans/ 

First receivers 
Inspection 

80 1 80 2 160  

Shorebased 
Scales/ 

First receivers/ 
Inspection 

80 Variable 80 1 80  

Shorebased 
scales/ 

First receivers/ 
Reports 

80 Variable 2,400 10 min 400 $120 ($.05 per) 

TOTALS 80  2,640  960 $360 

 
Additionally, NMFS is removing 2 elements of this information collection and placing 
them in OMB Control Number 0648-0738, so that information collections for electronic 
fish ticket reporting for West Coast Region groundfish fisheries are grouped together.  
Therefore, 2,632 responses and 404 hours have been added to OMB Control Number 
0648-0738. No recordkeeping/reporting costs were moved to OMB Control Number 
0648-0738, as the efish ticket submissions that are already part of this collection do not 
have a cost beyond the usual business requirements (use of a computer and the internet). 
Formerly, these responses were counted as $1 each. 
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Table of burden and cost added in OMB Control Number 0648- 073811 change 
request. 
 

 Number 
of 

responde
nts 

Frequenc
y of 

annual 
responses 
per entity 

Total 
annual 

responses 

Estimate
d hours 

per 
response 

Total 
annual 
burden 
hours 

Total 
recordkeeping/ 
reporting costs 

Electronic fish tickets/ 
First receivers submissions 

 

80 Variable 2400 10 min. 400 hrs $0* 

Electronic fish tickets/ 
First receivers Pacific whiting 

disposition recordkeeping 

9 of 80 26 232 1 min. 4 hrs $0 

TOTALS   2632  404 hrs. $0 

*In the last submission, the cost per efish ticket was $5.36, totaling $14,100. This 
would have been removed due to the transfer, but is also not being applied in OMB 
Control No. 0648-0738, making such submissions in line with the $0 costs in OMB 
Control No. 0648-0738 and other such collections.  
. 
 
Adjustments: There are now fewer new provider applications – now only one new and 
five renewal applications. Previously there were nine new applications, at 10 hours each, 
and now only one new one and five renewals. This removes 30 hours.  
 
There are five fewer sets of catch monitor applications, removing 5 hours. 
 
Times for calibration logs and fault logs have been adjusted upward, changing the total 
burden for the former from 6 to 13 and the latter, from 6 to 19.  This adds a total of 20 
hours. 
 
Thus, there is a net decrease of 15 hours in adjustments. 
 
There was also a decrease of $3,510 in first receiver computer costs that had been 
annualized over 3 years, in the 2015 ICR. This cost no longer applies. It had also not been 
applied to any of the ICs, so does not show as a decrease in ROCIS. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publication. 
 
No formal scientific publications based on these collections are planned at this time. The 
data will be used for management reports and fishery management plan amendments and 
evaluations by the NMFS and the Council.  
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17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
No statistical methods are employed. 
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Table A - Total Annual Burden Hours, Labor, and Related Costs 

 
Number of 

respondents 1/ 

Frequency of 
annual 

responses 
per entity 

Total annual 
responses 

Estimated 
hours per 
response 

Total 
annual 
burden 
hours 

Total labor 
cost ($25/hr) 

Observer provider permits 
Application preparation & submission * 
 
Annual Renewal* 
Appeals – written response & submission 
 

 
1 
 
5 
1 

 
1 
 
1 
1 

 
1 
 
5 
1 

 
10 
 
2 
4 

 
10 
 
10 
4 

 
$250 
 
$250 
$100 

Catch monitors 
Qualifications 
Appeals- written response & submission 

 
45 
5 

 
1 
1 

 
45 
5 

 
1 
4 

 
45 
20 

 
$1,125 
$500 

At-sea scales (MS, C/P) 
Daily testing reports 
Daily catch and cumulative weight reports 
Audit trail 
Calibration log 
Fault log 
Video monitoring 

 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 

 
30 
30 
24 
24 
24 
  0 

 
480 
480 
384 
384 
384 
0 

 
30 min. 
10 min. 
1 min. 
2 min. 
3 min. 
0 

 
240 
80 
6 
13 
19 
0 

 
$6,000 
$2,000 
$150 
$325 
$475 
0 

 
Total for collection 
 

 
153 

 
 

 
2,169 
 

  
447 

 
$11,175 

 
 
 

Table B - Total Annual Miscellaneous Costs 

 Total Annual Responses 
Misc. costs per 

response 
Total Misc. costs for  all 

respondents 
Observer providers permits 
Mail applications and renewals 
Appeals- fax or mail written response & submission 
 

 
6 
1 

 
$5 
$3 

 
$30 
$3 

Catch monitors 
Appeals- mail written response & submission 
 

 
5 
 

 
$3 

 
$15 
 

At-sea scales daily test reports - printing 480 $0.05 $24 
At-sea daily catch and cumulative weight reports – 
printing 480 $0.05 $24 
At-sea audit trail 384 $0.05 $19 
At-sea calibration log 384 $0.05 $19 
At-sea fault log 384 $0.05 $19 
At-sea video monitoring 0 0 0 
Total for collection 2,124  $153 

a - Assumes that a third of the first receivers (45 are in the permit system as of 1/11/2018) purchase a new computer in a given year. 
 
 



 

 

 
                                        OMB Control No. 0648-0619; expires: 04/30/2018 

                          INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
This form must be completed and submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) at the address 
given above to apply for a provider permit.  The provider permit authorizes an entity to provide observer and/or 
catch monitors to participants in the Pacific Coast Groundfish fishery. The permit is effective upon approval by 
NMFS and expires December 31st.   You may apply for a provider permit at any time, however if you want the 
permit to be effective on January 1 of the following year, you must submit your permit application no later than 
October 31st. 
 
Section A – Provider Information 
 
The applicant must provide their legal name as registered in a U.S. state, tax identification number and indicate 
the state they are registered in.  Also, the applicant must provide their business mailing address, business 
phone number and, optionally, fax number and email address. 

 
Section B –Endorsements 
 
The applicant must indicate whether they are requesting an observer endorsement or catch monitor 
endorsement or both. If the applicant requests one endorsement and at a later time wishes to obtain the second 
endorsement, a separate application must be completed and submitted to NMFS. 
 
Section C – List of Current Owners, Board Members, Officers, Authorized Agents and Employees 
 
Please provide the name and date of birth of the all current owners, board members, officers, authorized agents 
and employees of the applicant organization.  Also, identify the role(s) of each individual using the abbreviations 
associated with each role.  The term “employee” does not include observers or catch monitors but rather 
individuals who work in support of applicant entity and carryout administration and activities in support of the 
provider (e.g.; recruiting, hiring, deployment, accounting, database management).  Similarly, the term 
“authorized agent” refers to an individual authorized by the applicant owners or management to carry out certain 
legally binding business activities. 
 
Section D – Description of Management and Organization Structure 
 
Describe the management and organizational structure of the applicant entity.  This narrative should provide, 
but is not limited to, a general description of the general operational units of the organization, the staff assigned 
to such units and their title/responsibilities and the supervisory structure of the organization.  Also, list all office 
locations including the business addresses, phone numbers, and optionally fax numbers, email addresses the 
name of a contact at each location.  If the applicant is a corporation, please provide a copy of the articles of 
incorporation and if the applicant is a partnership, the partnership agreement.  You may want to include an 
organizational chart in this section or append to the application. 

OBSERVER/CATCH MONITOR 

PROVIDER PERMIT  
APPLICATION FORM 

PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH 

FISHERY  

 

 
    UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region 

    Fisheries Permits Office 
7600 Sand Point Way NE, Bldg. 1 
Seattle, WA 98115-0070 
 
Phone  (206) 526-4353     Fax (206) 526-4461     
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/ 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Section E – Applicant Prior Experience and Qualifications  
 
For each of the endorsements you are applying for, please describe any prior relevant experience or 
qualifications the applicant may have that would qualify them for this permit and endorsement.  Prior relevant 
experience includes but is not limited to: recruiting, hiring, deployment, personnel administration and 
placing/supporting individuals in remote field or marine work environments.  Qualification elements may include 
the knowledge, expertise or educational backgrounds of owners and employees. 
 
Section F – Description of Ability to Carry out Required Responsibilities/Duties 
 
For each of the endorsements you are applying for, please describe your ability to carry out the required 
responsibilities and duties listed for observer and/or catch monitor providers as described in regulation.   You 
may use the space provided below to describe experience/qualification or attach to the application a written 
narrative.  For an observer endorsement please refer to the following regulations to see the specific 
responsibilities and duties: observers on vessels in the shorebased fishery:  50 CFR 660.140(h); mothership 
fishery: 50 CFR 660.150(j) and catcher processor fishery: at 50 CFR 660.160(g).  For catch monitor 
endorsement please refer to the regulations at 50 CFR 660.17(e).  Please note that the requirements for 
observers for various fisheries and catch monitors may be unique and need to be specifically addressed in your 
application. 
 
Section G – Conflict of Interest, Criminal Convictions, Performance Ratings on Federal Contracts and 
Decertification  
 
In this section, the authorized representative who will certify the application in Section G, must under penalty of 
perjury, either affirm OR not affirm that all current owners, board members, officers, authorized agents and 
employees are free from conflict of interest as defined in 50 CFR 660.18(c)(3), criminal convictions, an 
unsatisfactory performance rating on a Federal contract, and a previous decertification action while working as 
an observer, catch monitor, observer provider, or catch monitor provider.  If the authorized representative 
specifies “Do Not Affirm” for any of the above or is unsure, the applicant must provide a written statement 
providing relevant information describing why you cannot affirm for any of the four items given.    
 
Section H – Certification of Applicant and Notary 
 
The applicant’s authorized representative must sign and date this form in the presence of a notary to certify that 
the individual signing the form has been satisfactorily identified.  By signing and dating the form, the authorized 
representative acknowledges they are authorized to make the certification on behalf of the provider, and 
certifies that all information set forth in the application (both in the form and appended to the form) is true, 
correct and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief.  The authorized representative must print their 
name.  The form must be signed, dated and notarized to be considered complete. 
 
Supplemental Documentation 
 
Please provide any additional information or documents you feel may support your request for a provider 
permit and endorsement(s).   
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            OMB Control No. 0648-0619; Expires: 04/30/2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section A –  Applicant Information 

 
 

1. Legal Name of Applicant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. TIN (if business) or DOB (if person) 

 

3. State Registered In (if business) 

4. Business Mailing Address  

 
       Street or PO Box  
 
 
 
 

5. Business Phone Number 

(         ) 

6. Business Fax Number (optional) 

(         ) 

 

       City 
 
 
 

 

State 
 

Zip Code 
 

7. Business Email (optional) 

 

Section B –  Endorsement Request 
                  [Check one or both] 

 

 
 

Observer Endorsement                                                          Catch Monitor Endorsement    

OBSERVER/CATCH MONITOR 

PROVIDER PERMIT 

APPLICATION FORM 
PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH 

FISHERY  

 

 
    UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region 

    Fisheries Permits Office 
7600 Sand Point Way NE, Bldg. 1 
Seattle, WA 98115-0070 
 
Phone  (206) 526-4353     Fax (206) 526-4461    
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/  
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Section C – List of Owners, Board Members, Officers, Authorized Agents and Employees  

 

 

 
List Names of All Current Owners, Board Members, Officers,  Authorized Agents and Employees  

                                         

Name 

                                                   
Date of Birth 

 

 

Role in Applicant Organization 
 

O = Owner; BM = Board Member; OF = Officer 
AA=Authorized Agent and E = Employee 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

If you need to list additional persons, please make a copy of this page and type “Continued” at top and append to 
application. 
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Section D – Description of Management and Organizational Structure 

 
Please describe the management and structure of the applicant organization. At a minimum, such 
description should provide the general functional responsibilities of various staff, all office locations 
and their business addresses, business phone number, fax number and email addresses.  Also, if a 
corporation attach articles of incorporation or if a partnership, attach the partnership agreement.   
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Section E – Applicant Prior Experience and Qualifications 

 
 

For the endorsement(s) you are applying for, please describe any prior relevant experience or 
qualifications the applicant may have that would qualify them for this provider permit/endorsement(s).  
Prior relevant experience includes but is not limited to: recruiting, hiring, deployment, personnel 
administration and placing/supporting individuals in remote field or marine work environments.  
Qualification elements may include the knowledge or educational background of owners and 
employees. 
 
Observer Endorsement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catch Monitor Endorsement: 
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Section F – Description of Ability to Carry out Required Responsibilities/Duties 
 

For the endorsement(s) you are applying for, please describe your ability to carry out the required 
provider responsibilities and duties listed for observers and/or catch monitors as described in 
regulation.  You may use the space provided below to describe experience/qualification or attach to 
the application a written narrative. 
 
Observer Endorsement: (see responsibilities/duties described for observers on vessels in the 
shorebased fishery:  at 50 CFR 660.140(h); mothership fishery at 50 CFR 660.150(j) and catcher 
processor fishery at 50 CFR 660.160(g).) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catch Monitor Endorsement:  (responsibilities/duties given at 50 CFR 660.17(e)) 
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Section G – Conflict of Interest, Criminal Convictions, Negative Performance Ratings on Federal 
Contracts, and Decertification 

 

 

Under penalty of perjury, I either Affirm or Do Not Affirm as specified below, that all owners, board 
members, officers, authorized agents, and employees, are free from the following: 
 
 
 
 
 

Affirm Do Not Affirm 

Conflict of interest as described in 50 CFR § 660.18 (c)(3) 

Affirm Do Not Affirm 

Criminal convictions 

Affirm Do Not Affirm 

Any previous Federal contract with an unsatisfactory 
performance rating  

Affirm Do Not Affirm Any previous decertification action while working as an 
observer, catch monitor, observer provider, or catch monitor 
provider 

 
Please Note:  If you cannot affirm any of these statements or are unsure, check “Do Not Affirm” and 
attach to the application relevant information to enable NMFS to make a decision.  
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WARNING STATEMENT:  A false statement on this form is punishable by permit sanctions (revocation, suspension, or modification) 
under 15 CFR Part 904, a civil penalty up to $100,000 under 16 USC 1858, and/or criminal penalties including, but not limited to, fines 
or imprisonment or both under 18 USC 1001. 
 
PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT: All of the information collection described above is confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act and under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fisheries Statistics except for the name and 
address of the applicant and the endorsement requested. The information collected is part of a Privacy Act System of Records, 
COMMERCE/NOAA #19, Permits and Registrations for United States Federally Regulated Fisheries. A notice was published in the 
Federal Register on April 17, 2008 (73 FR 20914) and became effective on June 11, 2008 (73 FR 33065). 
 
PRA STATEMENT: Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10  hours per response, including 
the time for reviewing the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing 
and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this 
burden to NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region, Attn: Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 

 

 

Section H – Certification of Applicant and Notary 
This section must be completed by a notary to certify that the individual(s) have satisfactorily identified themselves. 

 
 

Under penalties of perjury, I hereby declare that I, the undersigned, am authorized to certify this application on 
behalf of the applicant and completed this form, and the information contained herein is true, correct, and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.   
 

Signature of Authorized Representative 
 
 
 

 

Date 

 

 

Printed Name of Authorized Representative 
 
 
 

 

Notary Public Signature                                                                                

 
 
 

 
Affix Notary Stamp or Seal Here 

 

Date Commission Expires 
 
 
 



Scale Inspection Request 
Page 1 of 2 

Rev:  05/07/2010 OMB Control No. 0648-0330 
Expiration Date:  11/30/2020 

INSPECTION REQUEST  
At-Sea Scales  

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
P.O. Box 21668  
Juneau, AK 99802-1668      
Telephone:    928-774-4362  or 907-586-7228 
FAX:   928-774-4362 or 907-586-7465      
GENERAL 

Company name: Vessel name: 

Mailing address: Exact location of vessel: 

Contact person on board: Telephone No. for contact person: 

Requested Inspection date: FAX No. for contact person: 

Today’s date: Please give a telephone number on the vessel 
where the inspector may be contacted during the 
inspection: 

SCALES TO BE INSPECTED 
Manufacturer Model

1  
2  
Will the repair company be on site at time of inspection? YES  [_] NO  [_] 
Company name: Contact person and phone: 

At the time of scale inspection please make sure that:  
1) the scale is installed in a rigid and level manner,
2) the display and printer are connected and operational,
3) belts leading to the scale are connected and operational

(not applicable to platform and hanging scales),
4) test weights and test weight certification documents are available for inspection

(platform scales only),
5) a crew member will be available to help the inspector transport test materials

and conduct the testing.

For more information contact:  
Alan Kinsolving,  
At-sea scales program coordinator,  
Telephone:  928-774-4362 
Email: alan.kinsolving@noaa.gov  



Scale Inspection Request 
Page 2 of 2 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 6 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Alaska Region, NOAA National Marine Fisheries 
Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Before completing this form please note the following:  1) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure 
to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage the At-sea Scales Program 
for commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended by Public Law 109-479;  
3) Submission of this information is necessary for NMFS to approve scales to weigh catch at sea;
5) Responses to this information request are not confidential.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: November 29, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26023 Filed 12–1–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; West Coast Region 
Vessel Identification Requirements 

AGENCY: National Ocean and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 2, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Keeley Kent, (206) 526–4655 
or keeley.kent@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The success of fisheries management 
programs depends significantly on 
regulatory compliance. The vessel 
identification requirement is essential to 
facilitate enforcement. The ability to 
link fishing (or other activity) to the 
vessel owner or operator is crucial to 
enforcement of regulations issued under 
the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act. A vessel’s official number is 

required to be displayed on the port and 
starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, 
and on a weather deck. It identifies each 
vessel and should be visible at distances 
at sea and in the air. Law enforcement 
personnel rely on vessel marking 
information to assure compliance with 
fisheries management regulations. 
Vessels that qualify for particular 
fisheries are also readily identified, and 
this allows for more cost-effective 
enforcement. Cooperating fishermen 
also use the vessel numbers to report 
suspicious or non-compliant activities 
that they observe in unauthorized areas. 
The identifying number on fishing 
vessels is used by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), the United 
States Coast Guard (USCG), and other 
marine agencies in issuing regulations, 
prosecutions, and other enforcement 
actions necessary to support sustainable 
fisheries behaviors as intended in 
regulations. Regulation-compliant 
fishermen ultimately benefit from these 
requirements, as unauthorized and 
illegal fishing is deterred and more 
burdensome regulations are avoided. 

II. Method of Collection 

Fishing vessel owners physically 
mark vessels with identification 
numbers in three locations per vessel. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0355. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,125. 

Estimated Time per Response: 15 
minutes per marking. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 69 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $19,106 for materials. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost and whether 
the information shall have practical 
utility) of the proposed collection of 
information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (d) 
ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on 
respondents, including through the use 

of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: November 29, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26024 Filed 12–1–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; National Saltwater 
Angler Registry 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 2, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Gordon Colvin (240) 357– 
4524 or Gordon.Colvin@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

The National Saltwater Angler 
Registry Program (Registry Program) was 
established to implement 
recommendations included in the 
review of national saltwater angling data 
collection programs conducted by the 
National Research Council (NRC) in 
2005/2006, and the provisions of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization Act, 
codified at Section 401(g) of the 
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Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(MSA), which require the Secretary of 
Commerce to commence improvements 
to recreational fisheries surveys, 
including establishing a national 
saltwater angler and for-hire vessel 
registry, by January 1, 2009. A final rule 
that includes regulatory measures to 
implement the Registry Program (RIN 
0648–AW10) was adopted and codified 
in 50 CFR 600, Subpart P. 

The Registry Program collects 
identification and contact information 
from those anglers and for-hire vessels 
who are involved in recreational fishing 
in the United States Exclusive Economic 
Zone or for anadromous fish in any 
waters, unless the anglers or vessels are 
exempted from the registration 
requirement. Data collected includes: 
For anglers: Name, address, date of 
birth, telephone contact information and 
region(s) of the country in which they 
fish; for for-hire vessels: Owner and 
operator name, address, date of birth, 
telephone contact information, vessel 
name and registration/documentation 
number and home port or primary 
operating area. This information is 
compiled into a national and/or series of 
regional registries that is being used to 
support surveys of recreational anglers 
and for-hire vessels to develop estimates 
of recreational angling effort. 

II. Method of Collection 

Persons may register on line at a 
NOAA-maintained Web site. 
Registration cards, valid for one year 
from the date of issuance, are mailed to 
registrants. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0578. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
2,724. 

Estimated Time per Response: 3 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 137. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $78,996 in registration fees. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 

(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: November 29, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26025 Filed 12–1–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Notice of Intent To Renew 
Collection Number 3038–0062, Off- 
Exchange Foreign Currency 
Transactions; Correction 

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice; correction. 

SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission published a 
document in the Federal Register of 
November 28, 2017, concerning a 
request for comments on a Paperwork 
Reduction Act Notice related to off- 
exchange foreign currency transactions. 
The document contained a reference to 
an incorrect Office of Management and 
Budget control number. This document 
corrects that error. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lauren Bennett, Special Counsel, 202– 
418–5290, email: lbennett@cftc.gov, 
Division of Swap Dealer and 
Intermediary Oversight, Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission and refer 
to OMB Control No. 3038–0062. 

Correction 

In the Federal Register of November 
28, 2017, FR Doc. 2017–25698, on page 
56221, in the second column, correct 
the second sentence of the ADDRESSES 
caption to read: 

Please identify the comments by OMB 
Control No. 3038–0062. 

Dated: November 29, 2017. 
Robert N. Sidman, 
Deputy Secretary of the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26026 Filed 12–1–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6351–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army 

Performance Review Board 
Membership 

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The original notice of the list 
of participants for the Performance 
Review Board Membership published in 
the Federal Register on Friday, 
November 3, 2017. There is an 
additional participant to add to the list: 
MG Michael Wehr, Deputy Chief of 
Engineers/Deputy Commanding 
General, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Washington, DC. 
DATES: The term began on November 1, 
2017. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Barbara Smith, Civilian Senior Leader 
Management Office, 111 Army 
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20310–0111, 
(703) 693–1126. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: None. 

Brenda S. Bowen, 
Army Federal Register Liaison Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–26050 Filed 12–1–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 5001–03–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 17–22] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense. 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense is 
publishing the unclassified text of an 
arms sales notification. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Pamela Young, (703) 697–9107, 
pamela.a.young14.civ@mail.mil or 
Kathy Valadez, (703) 697–9217, 
kathy.a.valadez.civ@mail.mil; DSCA/ 
DSA–RAN. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
36(b)(1) arms sales notification is 
published to fulfill the requirements of 
section 155 of Public Law 104–164 
dated July 21, 1996. The following is a 
copy of a letter to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Transmittal 
17–22 with attached Policy Justification. 

Dated: November 28, 2017. 
Aaron Siegel, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
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