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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
WESTERN AND CENTRAL PACIFIC FISHERIES CONVENTION VESSEL 

INFORMATION FAMILY OF FORMS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0595 

A. Justification 

This request is for revision and extension of a current information collection. There is a large 
recordkeeping/reporting cost increase due to an increased fee for the WCPFC Area Endorsement 
application. 

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 

The Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act (WCPFCIA), Title V 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act, gives the 
Secretary of Commerce the authority to enact regulations to fulfill the Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Convention (WCPFC) requirement that all member States maintain and provide 
to the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (Commission) a list of vessels flagged 
by the member State and (1) authorized by the member State to be used for fishing for highly 
migratory fish stocks (HMS) on the high seas in the WCPFC Area, or (2) authorized by other 
States to be used for fishing for HMS in their areas of jurisdiction in the WCPFC Area, and to 
maintain and provide for each vessel on that list certain information on its characteristics and its 
owner and operator. 

Vessels in the first category already provide most of the required information under existing laws 
and regulations. All such vessels must be documented by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) 
or be state-registered and must hold a valid High Seas Fishing Permit (issued under the authority 
of the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act (HSFCA). Under these existing documentation/ 
registration and permitting requirements, the vessel owner or operator must comply with 
information collection requirements that fulfill most of the needs under the WCPFCIA. This 
information collection requirement serves to collect the few pieces of information required under 
the WCPFCIA that are not already collected via existing mechanisms, and a form customized for 
this category of vessels is used. 

Vessels in the second category already provide information as part of the USCG documentation 
or State registration processes, but such vessels do not need to hold High Seas Fishing Permits 
(unless they also fish on the high seas), so they will not necessarily be submitting the information 
collected via that permitting process. This information collection requirement serves to collect 
the pieces of information required under the WCPFCIA that are not already collected via existing 
mechanisms, and a form customized for this category of vessels is used. 

Under a 2013 Commission decision, an additional piece of information that the United States 
must provide to the Commission for both categories of vessels (but only for those whose tonnage 
is at least 100 gross register tons (GRT) or 100 gross tons (GT)) is the vessel’s International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) number. An IMO number, also known as an IMO ship 
identification number, is a unique number issued for a ship or vessel under the ship identification 
number scheme established by the International Maritime Organization. Once issued, an IMO 



number will remain with the vessel for its life, regardless of changes to the vessel’s name, flag, 
ownership, or other attributes. This information collection requirement serves to collect 
information based on a decision of the Commission made under CMM 2013-10, which requires 
each member of the WCPFC to ensure that IMO numbers are issued for the two above listed 
categories of vessels. To satisfy this Commission requirement, NMFS will require that the owner 
of each subject vessel request and obtain an IMO number, which they can do by submitting 
certain information about the vessel and its ownership and management to the administrator of 
the IMO ship identification number scheme, which is a private third party not associated with the 
United States government or any other government. Although NMFS will not collect this 
information directly, the requirement to submit the information to the third party is covered by 
this information collection. 

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with the applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 

The information is used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the USGC, and the 
Commission to monitor the size and composition of the HMS fleets in the WCPFC Area for 
compliance-related and scientific purposes. Knowing such information as the number of vessels, 
the specifics of the vessels and their ownership, and the types of gear employed enables effective 
monitoring of vessel activity for enforcement and assessment purposes. 

The frequency of this collection of information, with the exception of obtaining an IMO number, 
is the same as the frequency of collection used for High Seas Fishing Permit applications, 
currently once every five years (the overall collection is continuous; the collection frequency 
from the perspective of the vessel owner/operator will be once every five years). The information 
required for a vessel to obtain an IMO number is a one-time collection. 

Owners or operators of vessels in the first category (see response to Question 1) are required to 
provide the information specified in an application for a WCPFC Area Endorsement, which is a 
fishing authorization that is issued supplemental to, and as an endorsement on, the High Seas 
Fishing Permits issued under the HSFCA. The information collected on this application includes 
the following: 

a) USCG documentation number or State registration number and vessel name; 
b) Total fish hold capacity; 
c) International radio call sign; 
d) Refrigeration/freezer types, number of units, and refrigeration/freezer capacity; 
e) Fishing methods used; 
f) Vessel operator information: name and country of citizenship; 
g) Vessel communication types and numbers (Inmarsat mobile unit numbers and 

satellite telephone number); 
h) Color photograph of vessel and date of photograph; and 
i) Signature of vessel owner or operator and date of signature. 



Owners or operators in the second category will be required to provide the information specified 
in the form Information Required for U.S. Vessels Used for Commercial Fishing for Highly 
Migratory Species in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Area in Areas under 
the Jurisdiction of any Nation other than the United States (hereafter, Foreign EEZ Form), 
available on our Web site (see Question 3). The information collected on this form will include 
the following: 

a) USCG documentation number or State registration number and vessel name; 
b) International Radio Call Sign; 
c) Indication of whether or not a High Seas Fishing Permit or a WCPFC Area Endorsement 

for the vessel has been issued or applied for; 
d) Total fish hold capacity; 
e) Crew size (including officers); 
f) Shaft horsepower; 
g) Refrigeration/freezer types, numbers of units, and refrigeration/freezer capacity; 
h) Fishing methods used; 
i) Fishing vessel type; 
j) Vessel communication types and numbers (Inmarsat mobile unit numbers, and satellite 

telephone number); 
k) Vessel ownership information: corporate/individual name(s), incorporation date, 

address(es), and telephone and fax numbers; 
l) Vessel operator information: name and country of citizenship; 
m) Previous vessel flags and names (if flagged under other nations, for each flag: nation, 

period flagged, name of vessel, international radio call sign, and homeport); 
n) Authorization-to-fish information: for each authorization issued by another nation: name 

of issuing nation, name of issuing authority and authorization, activities authorized, 
species for which fishing is authorized, areas in which the vessel is authorized to fish, 
period of validity, and authorization number/identifier; 

o) Color photograph of vessel and date of photograph; and 
p) Signature of vessel owner or operator and date of signature. 

Owners and operators of vessels in both categories are required to provide information specified 
by the administrator of the IMO ship identification number scheme. The current administrator is 
IHS Maritime. Instructions on how to apply for an IMO number are available at: 
https://imonumbers.lrfairplay.com. The required information includes but is not limited to: 

a) Current ship name/shipyard ID 
b) Original name 
c) Flag 
d) Fishing number 
e) Gross and net tonnage 
f) Overall length 
g) Shipbuilder 
h) Place of build 
i) Hull number 
j) Registered owner and owner address 
k) Manager and manager address 



l) Company name 
m) Contact name 
n) Sender’s email 

For those elements of this information collection that are collected by NMFS, up to the point of 
submitting the information to the Commission, sharing it with other U.S. agencies such as the 
USCG, or disseminating it to the public, NMFS retains control and safeguards it from improper 
access, modification, and destruction consistent with NOAA policies. None of the collected 
information is considered to be confidential or protected by NMFS as such. Once submitted to 
the Commission, the Commission will maintain and control access to the information in 
accordance with its Rules and Procedures for the Protection of, Access to, and Dissemination of 
Data Compiled by the Commission. According to those rules and procedures, the information 
will be treated as public domain data; that is, it will not be treated as confidential or protected as 
such. Most or all of the information will be disseminated by the Commission to the public via the 
Commission’s public website. It will be disseminated in close to its original form. 

The information provided in applications for IMO numbers is used by the administrator of the 
IMO ship identification number scheme to generate an IMO number for the vessel that is unique 
and stays with the vessel. The administrator makes the IMO number publicly available and also 
uses the data in its commercial products, such as directories of vessels. 

The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information collected by NMFS will be subjected to 
quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 
106-554. 

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electric, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

The Web site for the Pacific Islands Regional Office of NMFS at http://www.fpir.noaa.gov is 
used to inform the public about the collection of information necessary to comply with 
management program requirements. The required forms and instructions for the WCPFC Area 
Endorsement and Foreign EEZ Form are available online for downloading, filling and mailing, 
at the same Web site. Required forms and instructions to obtain an IMO number are available 
and may be submitted online at https://imonumbers.lrfairplay.com. 

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 

As mentioned in Question 1, some of the vessel information required under the WCPFCIA is 
collected via the HSFCA, by the USCG and by the third party administrator of the IMO ship 
identification number scheme. The forms used for the WCPFC Area Endorsement and the 
Foreign EEZ Form, described in Question 2, are designed to avoid duplication: only information 
not already collected under existing mechanisms is collected. In addition to the two forms 
customized for each of the two categories of vessels, owners/operators of vessels in the second 
category are required to submit only those pieces of information specified on the Foreign EEZ 
Form that they have not provided on applications for a High Seas Fishing Permit and a WCPFC 



Area Endorsement (which some but not all are expected to apply for). The form used to collect 
information necessary to apply for an IMO number is specified by the third party administrator 
of the IMO ship number identification scheme, and the information is not collected by NMFS. 
NOAA and NMFS have no control over the information that is required to obtain an IMO 
number and so it is possible that information submitted for that purpose duplicates information 
submitted to NMFS for other purposes. 

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 

All fishing operations subject to this collection of information, with the possible exception of a 
few large-scale tuna purse seine, carrier, and bunker vessel operations, are small businesses. 
However, all of the data collected have been deemed necessary by the Contracting Parties to the 
WCPFC, including the United States, and the reporting burden is very minor relative to the 
overall cost of fishing. As described in Questions 1, 3 and 4, efforts have been made to rely on 
existing information collection mechanisms as much as possible. 

6. Describe the consequence to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

If the information is not collected, the U.S. government will not meet its obligations as a 
Contracting Party to the WCPFC and a member of the Commission, and would consequently fail 
to fulfill the provisions of the WCPFCIA. The lack of collected data from the U.S. HMS fleets 
operating in the WCPFC Area would provide a disincentive to the other fishing nations in the 
region to provide to the Commission vessel data for their fleets. The effective management of the 
fishery resources under the WCPFC would consequently be compromised. 

As described in Question 2, the information included in both the WCPFC Area Endorsement 
application and Foreign EEZ form is collected once every five years, in part to keep this 
collection in synchrony with the related collection under the HSFCA. Collecting the information 
less frequently would be administratively awkward and possibly less efficient for both the 
government and the respondents. It would probably also result in less reliable data, as they would 
be updated less frequently. The information collected to obtain an IMO number is a one-time 
collection. 

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

The collection is consistent with Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidelines. 

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 



A notice for the extension of the information was published in the Federal Register on May 3, 
2018 (see 83 FR 19525). Comments were from the public on (a) Whether the proposed collection 
of information is necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the agency; (b) the 
accuracy of the agency’s estimate of burden; (c) ways to enhance utility and clarity of 
information; and (d) ways to minimize the burden of collection. The comment deadline was July 
2, 2018, and no comments were received. 

NMFS sought and received feedback from representatives of all three of the main fishing fleets 
subject to this information collection, particularly regarding the accuracy of estimated burdens. 
Responses were received from 3 stakeholders, two expressing agreement with the NMFS’ 
estimate of burdens and one suggesting that the NMFS’ estimate of burden may be slightly 
higher than the actual time required to complete all forms. NMFS has determined that because 
the burden is an average estimate, and that the time may vary depending on who is filling out the 
forms, that none of the input received from stakeholders has warranted changes to the 
information collection. 

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 

No payment or gifts to respondents will be provided. 

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 

No assurance of confidentiality will be provided to respondents. This information is covered by 
the Privacy Act System of Records Notice, COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations 
for U.S. Federally Regulated Fisheries. 

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 

No questions of a sensitive nature will be asked. 

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 

The number of vessels subject to the collection will vary over time, depending on the number 
active in the WCPFC Area. This number cannot be predicted with great certainty. For purposes 
of this collection, the respondents in the first category of vessels (those required to submit the 
information required on the WCPFC Area Endorsement application) are projected to be 222, the 
average number of vessels with WCPFC Area Endorsements from 2015-2017. NMFS does not 
anticipate the number of vessels with WCPFC Area Endorsements to change significantly in the 
next few years. Thus it is projected that the owners/operators of a total of 222 vessels will be 
required to respond to this component of the collection. 

The number of respondents in the second category of vessels (those required to submit the 
information required on the Foreign EEZ Form) is projected to be about 43, including 40 purse 
seine vessels and 3 longline vessels. Because some of these respondents might also fall in the 

http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-19.html


first category and therefore not have to provide the redundant information specified in the 
Foreign EEZ Form, the estimated number of such respondents is zero for the purpose of this 
calculation. 

The number of respondents required to apply for an IMO number will depend on the number of 
new respondents in either of the above listed categories. Based on the vessels currently in the two 
categories, NMFS estimates that zero respondents will initially be subject to this element of the 
collection. Because this element will be a one-time requirement, subsequently only new vessels 
falling in either of the two categories (and that are at least 100 GRT or GT in size and that do not 
already have an IMO number) will be subject to this element of the collection. It is projected that 
the number of such vessels will be approximately two per year. 

Total respondents: (222 + 43)/5 + 2 = 53 + 2 = 55. 

Following are the estimates of the burden associated with the collection of information process 
for each of the two collection forms. 

WCPFC Area Endorsement application: 

222 vessels x 1 response per vessel per 5 yr x 1 hr per response = 222/5 = 44 hr/yr 

Total estimated burden per year = 44 hours 

Total estimated responses per year = 44 @ 1 hour. 

Foreign EEZ Form: 

43 vessels x 1 response per vessel per 5 yr x 1.5 hours per response = 65/5 = 13 hr/yr 

Total estimated burden per year = 13 hours 

Total estimated responses per year = 9 @ 1.5 hours. 

IMO number application: 

2 vessels x 1 response per vessel x 30 minutes per response = 1 hr/yr 

Total estimated burden per year = 1 hour 

Total estimated responses per year = 2 @ 30 minutes. 

Totals: 

Total estimated burden per year = 58 hours (44 + 13 + 1) 

Total estimated responses per year = 55 (44 + 9 + 2) 



13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or recordkeepers 
resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 12 
above). 

WCPFC Area Endorsement application: 

Mailing costs: 44 vessels per yr. x $1.00 per response = $44 per yr. 

Nonrefundable fee of $54: 44 vessels per yr. x $54 = $2,376 per yr. 

Foreign EEZ form: 

Mailing costs: 

43 vessels per yr. x 1 response per vessel x $1.00 per response = $43 per yr/5 =$9. 

IMO Number: 

Submission costs: 2 vessels per yr. x $1.00 per response = $2 per yr. 

Total costs: $44 + 2,376 + $9 + $2 = $2,431 per yr. 

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 

Issue notices of receipt of information to all respondents (WCPFC Area Endorsements for 
vessels in the first category and acknowledgements of receipt for vessels in the second category): 

Labor: 0.017 hr (1 minute)/form x $41.59/hr (ZA03) x 265 forms/5 yr = $ 37/yr 

Review collected information for completeness and enter information into database: 

Labor: 0.033 hr (2 minutes)/form x $41.59/hr (ZA03) x 265 forms/5 yr = $ 73/yr 

Phone calls to obtain information that was missing (10% of respondents): 

Labor: 0.083 hr (5 minutes)/form x $41.59/hr (ZA03) x 27 forms/5 yr = $ 19/yr 

Mailing and handling of applications: 

Labor: 0.017 hr (1 minute)/form x $41.59/hr (ZA03) x 265 forms/5 yr = $ 37/yr 

Postage and supplies: $1.00/form x 265 forms/5 yr = $ 53/yr 

Total: $219/yr. 

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 

There are no program changes. Adjustments: The number of respondents and responses, based 
on the past 3 years, is now 55, reduced from 67, and the hours are 65, reduced from 71.  



Recordkeeping/reporting costs have increased from $1,231 to $2,431. This is mainly due to the 
vessel area endorsement nonrefundable fee having increased from $23 to $54, so that although 
there are now 44 responses rather than 51 previously, there is a net increase of $1,203 ($1,173 in 
2015 vs $2,376 in 2018). 

 

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 

As described in Question 2, the data will be made publicly available on the Commission website, 
along with similar data from other Commission members, in a searchable and downloadable 
online database. No information collected is specifically intended for formal scientific 
publication at this time, but it might be used for such purposes by NMFS or other parties. In 
addition to using the information in its raw format for day-to-day management purposes, NMFS, 
the USCG, and the Commission may also use the data (primarily in aggregated, summarized, and 
synthesized format) for informal publications such as technical papers and reports. 

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 

Not Applicable. 

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 

Not Applicable. 

B. COLLECTION OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 

No statistical methods are employed. 
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INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR 
U.S. VESSELS USED FOR COMMERCIAL FISHING FOR HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES IN 

THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL PACIFIC FISHERIES CONVENTION AREA IN AREAS 
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF ANY NATION OTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES 

(Please print legibly or type) 

SECTION 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 
USCG DOC. OR STATE 
REG. NO   

VESSEL NAME  RADIO CALL SIGN (Indicate whether an International Radio 
Call Sign has been assigned to the vessel, and if yes, 
specify the call sign.)  

□ No    □  Yes:

SECTION 2. HIGH SEAS FISHING PERMITS (Indicate whether a high seas fishing permit and/or a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement for the subject vessel has been received or applied for.)  

  Has a high seas fishing permit been issued or applied for? □ Yes □ No
If yes, you may skip Sections 3-6, provided that the information in your high seas fishing permit application is 
true, accurate, and complete. 

  Has a WCPFC Area Endorsement been issued or applied for? □ Yes □ No
If yes, you may skip Sections 3-11, provided that the information in your WCPFC Area Endorsement application 
is true, accurate, and complete. 

SECTION 3. 
CREW SIZE (Including officers) SHAFT HORSEPOWER 

SECTION 4. FISHING VESSEL TYPE (Check the box for the vessel type that best describes your 
vessel. Check only one.) 

PURSE SEINERS LONGLINERS OTHER LINERS 

□ 0228 – Tuna Purse Seiner □ 0623 – Freezer Longliner □ 0705 – Jigging Line Vessel (squid only)

□ 0229 – Purse Seiner Other □ 0624 – Factory Longliner □ 0710 –  Handliner

GILL NETTERS □ 0626 – Tuna Longliner □ 0720 – Pole and Line Vessel

□ 0410 – Drift Netter □ 0627 – Longliner Other □ 0730 – Troller

□ 0490 – Gill Netter Other SUPPORT VESSELS OTHER TYPES OF VESSELS 

□ Fish Carrier □ Specify:

□ Bunker

□ Supply Other
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SECTION 5. VESSEL OWNERSHIP INFORMATION (Managing Owner as shown on USCG Form 
1270 or State Registration. If more than one owner, provide name, address, and telephone information on 
separate sheets of paper.) 

Company Name (If vessel owner is incorporated)  
Date of incorporation (mm/dd/yyyy): 

Phone number: 

Fax number: 
Owner Name  
Last 

First name Middle name Suffix Phone # 

Mailing Address City State Zip 
code 

Fax # 

SECTION 6. PREVIOUS VESSEL FLAGS AND NAMES   
Has the vessel identified above flown the flag of another nation within the last three years?   

□ Yes □ No
If yes, provide the following information for each period during which the vessel operated under other than 
the U.S flag (If necessary provide additional information on a separate sheet of paper). 

Beginning of 
period of validity 
(mm/dd/yyyy)   

End of period 
of validity 
(mm/dd/yyyy)  

Vessel name  International 
radio call 
sign  

Homeport Flag

1. 

2. 

3.
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SECTION 7. FISH HOLD AND FREEZER INFORMATION 
TOTAL FISH HOLD CAPACITY

cubic meters or short tons  

REFRIGERATION/FREEZER TYPE AND CAPACITY (Check and provide numbers for all types that apply. See 
instructions for details.) 

□ ICE No. ice-making units: Ice-making capacity: tons/24hr 

□ BRINE No. chiller units: Nominal size of each unit: tons

□ RSW No. chiller units: Nominal size of each unit: tons

□ BLAST No. freezer units: Nominal size of each unit: tons

□ PLATE No. freezer units: Fish-freezing capacity:  tons/24hr

□ TUNNEL No. freezer units: Fish-freezing capacity:  tons/24hr 

□OTHER:  No. units: Fish-freezing capacity:  tons/24hr 

SECTION 8. FISHING METHODS (Check each fishing gear type used or intended to be used on the 
vessel. Check as many boxes as apply. Check at least one box unless the vessel is a carrier, bunker, or 
other support vessel and is not used to harvest fish.) 

□ Purse Seines □ Vertical Lines – Hand-operated (non-squid) □ Trolling lines

□ Driftnets □ Vertical Lines – Mechanized (non-squid) □ Poles and lines

□ Drifting Longlines □ Vertical Lines – Squid Jigs □ Harpoons

□Other type(s) of gears (specify:)

SECTION 9. VESSEL COMMUNICATION TYPES AND NUMBERS (For each communication type 
listed, check the “yes” or “no” box to indicate whether the communication type is available on the vessel. If 
yes, provide the number/address, and check or write in the Inmarsat service.) 

Yes No 

□ □ Voice Inmarsat mobile number:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Fax Inmarsat mobile number:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Email Inmarsat address:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Telex Inmarsat mobile number:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Satellite telephone number (other than Inmarsat):

□ □ Single sideband radio
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SECTION 10. VESSEL OPERATOR INFORMATION 
Provide the name(s) and citizenship of vessel operator(s) (i.e., the master on board the vessel). 
Last name First name Middle name Suffix Country of citizenship  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

SECTION 11. COLOR PHOTOGRAPH OF VESSEL (Provide a photograph of the vessel in its 
current form and appearance. Indicate whether an electronic or paper photograph is being provided or 
indicate that a photograph has already been provided. If an electronic or paper photograph is being 
provided, enter the date the photograph was taken. If the vessel’s form or appearance materially changes 
(including, but not limited to, the vessel is painted another color, the vessel is renamed, or the vessel 
undergoes a structural modification) or if the photograph becomes more than five years old, you must 
submit to NMFS a new photograph of the vessel within 15 days of the change or of the photograph 
becoming five years old). 

□ Electronic photograph

□ Paper photograph

Date photograph taken:
(mm/dd/yyyy) 

□ Photograph already provided with
application for high seas fishing permit
or WCPFC Area Endorsement
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 SECTION 12. AUTHORIZATIONS TO FISH (Identify each foreign nation or foreign political entity that 
has permitted, licensed, or otherwise authorized, or is expected to permit, license, or authorize, the vessel 
to be used for fishing for highly migratory species within waters under its jurisdiction. Indicate the terms of 
each such authorization in the space indicated below, and submit a copy of each permit, license, or 
authorization with this application. Do not report in this section any permits, licenses, or endorsements 
issued by the United States or any federal or state agency or sub-division thereof. If necessary, provide 
the specified information on additional sheets of paper.) 
Name of nation or political entity issuing authorization Name of issuing authority and name or brief description 

of authorization type

Period of validity of authorization (mm/dd/yyyy – 
mm/dd/yyyy) 

Specific activities authorized

Specific species for which fishing is authorized Specific areas in which fishing is authorized 

Any numerical or other unique identifier assigned to the authorization 

SECTION 13. SIGNATURE (All forms must be signed and dated) 
By signing this form, the undersigned owner or operator of the vessel identified above declares under penalty of law 
that all information in this form is true, accurate, and complete.   

  Signature          Name (Print legibly or type)         Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Submission of the information specified on this form is mandatory.  The information will be used for recordkeeping 
and reporting under the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act.  The public reporting 
burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 90 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining data needed, and completing and reviewing 
the information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or suggestions for reducing this burden to: Regional 
Administrator, NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Office, 1845 Wasp Blvd., Building 176, Honolulu, HI 96818.  
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FORM: 

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR U.S. VESSELS USED FOR COMMERCIAL FISHING FOR 
HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES IN THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL PACIFIC FISHERIES 
CONVENTION AREA IN AREAS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF ANY NATION OTHER THAN 
THE UNITED STATES 

The owner or operator of any U.S. vessel that is used for fishing for commercial purposes for highly 
migratory species in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Area in areas under the 
jurisdiction of a nation other than the United States is required to provide the information specified in 
this form. Note that “fishing” includes receiving fish in the course of a transshipment or supporting 
fish-harvesting vessels, such as by bunkering or providing supplies. 

For the definitions of “commercial”, “fishing”, “highly migratory species”, Western and Central Pacific 
Fisheries “Convention Area”, “high seas fishing permit”, and “WCPFC Area Endorsement”, see the 
regulations at 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart O. 

If any of the information specified in any section of this form is provided for the subject vessel on an 
application for a high seas fishing permit under 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart R, or an application for a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement under 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart O, it need not be provided on this form, 
provided that the high seas fishing permit and/or WCPFC Area Endorsement is valid and the 
information provided therein is true, accurate, and complete. See the instructions for Section 2 below 
for detailed instructions. 

If there are any changes to the information provided after this form has been submitted, you 
must inform the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in writing of the changes within 15 
days of the changes. This may be done by submitting to NMFS another copy of this form that 
indicates the updated information. 

If there are any material changes to the form or appearance of the vessel after this form has 
been submitted, such as being painted another color, being renamed, or undergoing a 
structural modification, you must inform NMFS and submit a new photograph of the vessel 
within 15 days of the changes. 

SECTION 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 

Enter the U.S. Coast Guard Official Documentation Number assigned to the vessel. If the vessel is 
not USCG-documented, enter the vessel’s current state or tribal registration number.  

Enter the current name of the vessel. 

Indicate whether or not an International Radio Call Sign (IRCS) has been assigned to the vessel (by 
the Federal Communications Commission), and if so, write in the IRCS. 

SECTION 2. HIGH SEAS FISHING PERMITS 

Check the “yes” box to indicate that a high seas fishing permit for the subject vessel has been issued 
under 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart R, or if such a permit has been applied for, or if you are applying for 
such a permit at the same time as submitting this form. Otherwise check the “no” box. If you check 
“yes” you may skip Sections 3-6, provided that all the information provided in the high seas fishing 
permit application is true, accurate, and complete. 
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Check the “yes” box to indicate that a WCPFC Area Endorsement for the subject vessel has been 
issued under 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart O, or if such an endorsement has been applied for, or if you 
are applying for such an endorsement at the same time as submitting this form. Otherwise check the 
“no” box. If you check “yes” you may skip Sections 3-11, provided that all the information provided in 
the WCPFC Area Endorsement application is true, accurate, and complete. 

SECTION 3. 

Enter the number of crew members (including officers) the vessel normally carries. 

Enter the total horsepower delivered to the main propeller shaft(s). 

SECTION 4. FISHING VESSEL TYPE 

Indicate the fishing vessel type that best describes the vessel. Check only one box. Under the 
category of “SUPPORT VESSELS”, “Supply Other” refers to support vessels that provide supplies, 
provisions, or other items aside from fuel. If the vessel type is not included in the list provided, 
describe the vessel type under the OTHER TYPES OF VESSELS category. 

SECTION 5. VESSEL OWNERSHIP INFORMATION  

If the vessel is owned by a corporation, enter the company name, date of incorporation, business 
address, and telephone and fax numbers. 

If the vessel is owned by an individual or partnership, enter the names of all owners and the 
address, telephone, and fax information for each owner (if more than one owner, attach required 
information for each additional owner on separate paper).  

SECTION 6. PREVIOUS VESSEL FLAGS AND NAMES 

Indicate whether the vessel has flown the flag of a nation other than the United States within the last 
three years. If yes, provide the additional information requested. 

SECTION 7. FISH HOLD AND FREEZER INFORMATION 

Enter the vessel’s total fish hold capacity, in either cubic meters or short tons. 

Indicate all the refrigeration/freezer type(s) on board the vessel that are used for the catch (ignore 
freezers and refrigerators used only for bait and other non-catch items). For each type used, enter 
the number of units on board and their capacity, as follows: 

If the vessel uses an ice system (including ice slurry), indicate the number of ice-making units on 
board and the total ice-making capacity, expressed as the number of short tons of ice that can 
be produced per 24-hour period. If the vessel uses ice produced shoreside and does not have 
an ice-maker on board, the “ice” box should be checked and “0” should be entered for number of 
ice-making units and ice-making capacity. 

If the vessel uses a brine system, indicate the number of chiller units on board and the nominal 
size of each chiller unit, expressed in short tons.  
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If the vessel uses an RSW (refrigerated seawater) system, indicate the number of chiller units on 
board and the nominal size of each chiller unit, expressed in short tons. If seawater is cooled 
with ice to make an ice slurry, check the “ice” box, not the “RSW” box. 

If the vessel uses a blast freezer system, indicate the number of freezer units on board and the 
nominal size of each chiller unit, expressed in short tons. 

If the vessel uses a plate freezer system, indicate the number of freezer units on board and the 
total fish-freezing capacity of the system, expressed as the number of short tons of fish that can 
be frozen per 24-hour period. 

If the vessel uses a tunnel freezer system, indicate the number of freezer units on board and the 
total fish-freezing capacity of the system, expressed as the number of short tons of fish that can 
be frozen per 24-hour period. 

If the vessel uses a refrigeration/freezer type not listed above, indicate the refrigeration/freezer 
type, the number of units on board, and the total fish-freezing capacity of the system, expressed 
as the number of short tons of fish that can be chilled or frozen per 24-hour period. 

SECTION 8. FISHING METHODS 

Check the boxes for all the fishing gears used or intended to be used. Check at least one box unless 
the vessel is a carrier, bunker, or other support vessel and it is not used to harvest fish. If the fishing 
gear(s) is not included in the list provided, check the box for “Other type(s) of gears” and describe 
the fishing gear(s). 

SECTION 9. VESSEL COMMUNICATION TYPES AND NUMBERS 

For each communication type listed, check the “yes” or “no” box to indicate whether the 
communication type is available on the vessel. For each available communication type except 
“single sideband radio”, enter the mobile number, email address, or satellite telephone number, as 
appropriate. For each available communication type other than “satellite telephone number (other 
than Inmarsat)” and “single sideband radio”, circle the Inmarsat service used (B, C, M, Mini-M, F, or 
other), and in the case of “other”, specify the service. 

SECTION 10. VESSEL OPERATOR INFORMATION  

Enter the full name and country of citizenship of the vessel operator or operators. “Operator” means 
the master or other individual on board and in charge of the vessel. If it is anticipated that the vessel 
will be operated by more than one individual, as many as four individuals may be listed. 

SECTION 11. COLOR PHOTOGRAPH OF VESSEL  

This form must be accompanied by a full-color photograph of the vessel in its current form and 
appearance, in either electronic or paper format. If a photograph has already been provided to 
NMFS as part of an application for a high seas fishing permit or a WCPFC Area Endorsement, an 
additional photograph does not have to be submitted with this application, provided that the 
photograph meets the specifications described below. If the appearance of the vessel materially 
changes after this form and the photograph have been submitted (including, but not limited to, the 
vessel is painted another color, the vessel is renamed, or the vessel undergoes a structural 
modification) or if the photograph becomes more than five years old, you must inform NMFS and 
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submit a new photograph of the vessel within 15 days of the change or of the photograph becoming 
five years old. 

The photograph must meet the following specifications: 

The photograph must show a bow-to-stern side-view of the vessel, clearly and legibly displaying 
the vessel name and markings. 

The photograph must have been taken within the last five years. 

Paper photographs must be at least 5 by 7 inches and no greater than 8½ by 11 inches in size. 

Electronic photographs must: (1) be in either jpg or tiff file formats; (2) have a resolution of at 
least 300 pixels per inch at a size of 5 by 7 inches; and (3) be of a file size no greater than 2 
megabytes (MB). 

Paper photographs may be submitted together with this form, or if the form is being submitted online 
or by other electronic means, paper photographs may be sent to: NMFS Pacific Islands Regional 
Office; International Fisheries Program; 1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1110; Honolulu, HI 96814. In 
that case, write clearly on the back of the photograph or a separate piece of paper the following 
information: “WCPFC Area – foreign jurisdictions”, name of the person that signed this form, name of 
vessel, vessel’s documentation or registration number, and date photograph was taken 
(mm/dd/yyyy). 

Electronic photographs may be sent via email to PIR.WCPFC@noaa.gov. Identify the message 
subject as: “Vessel photograph for WCPFC Area – foreign jurisdictions” and include in the message 
body the following information: name of the person that signed this form, name of vessel, vessel’s 
documentation or registration number, and date photograph was taken (mm/dd/yyyy). 

SECTION 12. AUTHORIZATIONS TO FISH 

Identify each foreign nation or foreign political entity that has permitted, licensed, or otherwise 
authorized, or is expected to permit, license, or authorize, the vessel to be used for fishing for highly 
migratory species in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Area within waters under 
its jurisdiction. Do not report in this section any permits, licenses, or endorsements issued by the 
United States or any federal or state agency or sub-division thereof. 

For each permit, license, or authorization, provide the following information: 

The name of the nation or political entity issuing the authorization. 

The name of the issuing authority (that is, the particular government agency or office that issued 
the authorization) and the name of the authorization (for example, “Longline Fishing License”) or 
a brief description of the authorization type (for example, “license for longline fishing”). 

The period of validity of the authorization (mm/dd/yyyy - mm/dd/yyyy). 

The specific activities authorized, including any specific fishing gear types (e.g., harvesting fish 
using the longline method; receiving fish in the course of transshipments; bunkering or supplying 
other fishing vessels). 
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The specific species for which fishing is authorized, if any. 

The specific areas in which fishing is authorized. 

Any numerical or other unique identifier assigned to the authorization. 

If necessary, provide the specified information on additional sheets of paper. 

This form must be accompanied by a paper or electronic copy of each permit, license, or 
authorization, as follows: 

Paper copies of the authorizations may be submitted together with this form, or if the form is 
being submitted online or by other electronic means, paper copies may be sent to: NMFS Pacific 
Islands Regional Office; International Fisheries Program; 1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 1110; 
Honolulu, HI 96814. In that case, write clearly on a separate piece of paper the following 
information: “WCPFC Area – foreign authorization”, name of the person that signed this form, 
name of vessel, and vessel’s documentation or registration number. 

Electronic copies of the authorizations may be sent via email to PIR.WCPFC@noaa.gov. Identify 
the message subject as: “WCPFC Area – foreign authorization” and include in the message body 
the following information: name of the person that signed this form, name of vessel, and vessel’s 
documentation or registration number. 

SECTION 13. SIGNATURE 

Sign and print your name and enter the date the form was signed.  



Privacy Act Statement 

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized under the Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act (WCPFCIA; 16 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.). 

Purpose: In order to fulfill obligations under the WCPFCIA, the NOAA National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) requires the submission of information for NMFS, the U.S. Coast 

Guard, and the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (Commission) to monitor the 

size and composition of the fleets fishing for highly migratory species in the Commission’s area 

of competence for compliance-related and scientific purposes. Knowing such information as the 

number of vessels, the specifics of the vessels and their ownership, and the types of gear 

employed enables effective monitoring of vessel activity for enforcement and assessment 

purposes. 

Routine Uses: The Department will use this information to determine permit eligibility and to 

identify fishery participants. Disclosure of this information is permitted under the Privacy Act of 

1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a), to be shared within NMFS offices, in order to coordinate 

monitoring and management of sustainability of fisheries and protected resources, as well as with 

the applicable State or Regional Marine Fisheries Commissions and International Organizations. 

Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in 

the Privacy Act System of Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations 

for the United States Federally Regulated Fisheries. 

Disclosure: Furnishing this information is mandatory. If all information is not completed, your 

permit may status may be affected. 

http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-19.html
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WCPFC AREA ENDORSEMENT APPLICATION 

(Please print legibly or type) 

SECTION 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 
USCG DOC. OR 
STATE REG. NO  

VESSEL NAME TOTAL FISH HOLD CAPACITY  

  cubic meters 
  or

  short tons  

RADIO CALL SIGN (Indicate whether an International Radio Call Sign has been assigned to the vessel, and if yes, 
specify the call sign.) 

□ No □ Yes:

REFRIGERATION/FREEZER TYPE AND CAPACITY (Check and provide numbers for all that apply. See instructions 
for details.)  

□ ICE No. ice-making units: Ice-making capacity: tons/24hr

□ BRINE No. chiller units: Nominal size of each unit: tons

□ RSW No. chiller units: Nominal size of each unit: tons

□ BLAST No. freezer units: Nominal size of each unit: tons

□ PLATE No. freezer units: Fish-freezing capacity:  tons/24hr

□ TUNNEL No. freezer units: Fish-freezing capacity:  tons/24hr 

□OTHER: No. units: Fish-freezing capacity:  tons/24hr 

SECTION 2. FISHING METHODS (Check each fishing gear type used or intended to be used on the 
vessel. Check as many boxes as apply. Check at least one box unless the vessel is a carrier, bunker, or 
other support vessel and is not used to harvest fish. Your responses under this section are for informational 
purposes only; they will not be used to place conditions on the WCFPC Area Endorsement, if issued.) 

□ Purse Seines □ Vertical Lines – Hand-operated (non-squid) □ Trolling lines

□ Driftnets □ Vertical Lines – Mechanized (non-squid) □ Poles and lines

□ Drifting Longlines □ Vertical Lines – Squid Jigs □ Harpoons

□Other type(s) of gears (specify:)
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SECTION 3. VESSEL COMMUNICATION TYPES AND NUMBERS (For each communication type 
listed, check the “yes” or “no” box to indicate whether the communication type is available on the vessel. If 
yes, provide the number/address, and check or write in the Inmarsat service.) 

Yes No 

□ □ Voice Inmarsat mobile number:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Fax Inmarsat mobile number:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Email Inmarsat address:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Telex Inmarsat mobile number:

Inmarsat service: □B □C □M □Mini-M □F Other:

□ □ Satellite telephone number (other than Inmarsat):

□ □ Single sideband radio

SECTION 4. VESSEL OPERATOR INFORMATION 
(Provide the name(s) and citizenship of vessel operator(s) (i.e., the master on board the vessel.) 

 Last name First name  Middle name Suffix Country of citizenship 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

SECTION 5. COLOR PHOTOGRAPH OF VESSEL (Provide a photograph of the vessel in its current 
form and appearance. Indicate whether an electronic or paper photograph is being provided or indicate that 
a photograph has already been provided. If an electronic or paper photograph is being provided, enter the 
date the photograph was taken. If the vessel’s form or appearance materially changes (including, but not 
limited to, the vessel is painted another color, the vessel is renamed, or the vessel undergoes a structural 
modification) or if the photograph becomes more than five years old, you must submit to NMFS a new 
photograph of the vessel within 15 days of the change or of the photograph becoming five years old).

□ Electronic photograph

□ Paper photograph

Date photograph taken:
(mm/dd/yyyy)

□ Photograph already provided with
application for high seas fishing permit
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SECTION 6. SIGNATURE (All applications must be signed and dated)  
By signing this application, the undersigned owner or operator of the vessel identified above declares under penalty of 
law that all information in this application is true, accurate, and complete.  A non-refundable application fee of $54.00 
in the form of a check or money order made payable to “U.S. Department of Commerce – NOAA” must accompany 
each application. 

  Signature           Name (Print legibly or type)        Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Submission of this application information is mandatory.  The information will be used for determining eligibility for a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement as well as for recordkeeping and reporting under the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Convention Implementation Act, the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act, the South Pacific Tuna Act, and other 
applicable law.  The public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 60 minutes per 
response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or suggestions 
for reducing this burden to: Regional Administrator, NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Office, 1845 Wasp Blvd., Building 
176, Honolulu, HI 96818.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.  



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

OMB No. 0648-0595 
Expires: 11/30/2021 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

 1

INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
WCPFC AREA ENDORSEMENT APPLICATION 

Any fishing vessel of the United States used for commercial fishing for highly migratory species on 
the high seas in the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention Area must have on board a 
valid high seas fishing permit that has a valid WCPFC Area Endorsement. Note that “fishing” 
includes receiving fish in the course of a transshipment or supporting fish-harvesting vessels, such 
as by bunkering or providing supplies. 

For the definition of “high seas”,“commercial”, “fishing”, “highly migratory species”, Western and 
Central Pacific Fisheries “Convention Area”, “high seas fishing permit”, and “WCPFC Area 
Endorsement”, see the regulations at 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart O. 

The owner or operator of a U.S. fishing vessel may apply for a WCPFC Area Endorsement by 
completing this application form, providing the required vessel photograph, and paying the required 
application fee. 

In order to obtain a WCPFC Area Endorsement, a high seas fishing permit for the vessel must have 
already been issued or applied for in accordance with 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart R. You may obtain 
an application form and instructions for a high seas fishing permit by contacting any National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) Regional Administrator or by visiting the website at 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/node/23351 

If there are any changes to the information provided after this form has been submitted, you 
must inform NMFS in writing of the changes within 15 days of the changes. This may be done 
by submitting to NMFS another copy of this form that indicates the updated information. 

If there are any material changes to the form or appearance of the vessel after this form has 
been submitted, such as being painted another color, being renamed, or undergoing a 
structural modification, you must inform NMFS and submit a new photograph of the vessel 
within 15 days of the changes. 

SECTION 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 

Enter the U.S. Coast Guard Official Documentation Number assigned to the vessel. If the vessel is 
not USCG-documented, enter the vessel’s current state or tribal registration number. 

Enter the current name of the vessel. 

Enter the vessel’s total fish hold capacity, in either cubic meters or short tons. 

Indicate whether or not an International Radio Call Sign (IRCS) has been assigned to the vessel (by 
the Federal Communications Commission), and if so, write in the IRCS.  

Indicate all the refrigeration/freezer type(s) on board the vessel that are used for the catch (ignore 
freezers and refrigerators used only for bait and other non-catch items). For each type used, enter 
the number of units on board and their capacity, as follows: 

If the vessel uses an ice system (including ice slurry), indicate the number of ice-making units on 
board and the total ice-making capacity, expressed as the number of short tons of ice that can 
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be produced per 24-hour period. If the vessel uses ice produced shoreside and does not have 
an ice-maker on board, the “ice” box should be checked and “0” should be entered for number of 
ice-making units and ice-making capacity. 

If the vessel uses a brine system, indicate the number of chiller units on board and the nominal 
size of each chiller unit, expressed in short tons.  

If the vessel uses an RSW (refrigerated seawater) system, indicate the number of chiller units on 
board and the nominal size of each chiller unit, expressed in short tons. If seawater is cooled 
with ice to make an ice slurry, check the “ice” box, not the “RSW” box. 

If the vessel uses a blast freezer system, indicate the number of freezer units on board and the 
nominal size of each chiller unit, expressed in short tons. 

If the vessel uses a plate freezer system, indicate the number of freezer units on board and the 
total fish-freezing capacity of the system, expressed as the number of short tons of fish that can 
be frozen per 24-hour period. 

If the vessel uses a tunnel freezer system, indicate the number of freezer units on board and the 
total fish-freezing capacity of the system, expressed as the number of short tons of fish that can 
be frozen per 24-hour period. 

If the vessel uses a refrigeration/freezer type not listed above, indicate the refrigeration/freezer 
type, the number of units on board, and the total fish-freezing capacity of the system, expressed 
as the number of short tons of fish that can be chilled or frozen per 24-hour period. 

SECTION 2. FISHING METHODS 

Check the boxes for all the fishing gears used or intended to be used. Check at least one box unless 
the vessel is a carrier, bunker, or other support vessel and it is not used to harvest fish. If the fishing 
gear(s) is not included in the list provided, check the box for “Other type(s) of gears” and describe 
the fishing gear(s). Your responses are for informational purposes only; they will not be used to 
place conditions on the WCFPC Area Endorsement, if issued. 

SECTION 3. VESSEL COMMUNICATION TYPES AND NUMBERS 

For each communication type listed, check the “yes” or “no” box to indicate whether the 
communication type is available on the vessel. For each available communication type except 
“single sideband radio”, enter the mobile number, email address, or satellite telephone number, as 
appropriate. For each available communication type other than “satellite telephone number (other 
than Inmarsat)” and “single sideband radio”, circle the Inmarsat service used (B, C, M, Mini-M, F, or 
other), and in the case of “other”, specify the service. 

SECTION 4. VESSEL OPERATOR INFORMATION 

Enter the full name and country of citizenship of the vessel operator or operators. “Operator” means 
the master or other individual aboard and in charge of the vessel. If it is anticipated that the vessel 
will be operated by more than one individual during the period of validity of the WCPFC Area 
Endorsement, as many as four individuals may be listed. 
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SECTION 5. COLOR PHOTOGRAPH OF VESSEL 

This application must be accompanied by a full-color photograph of the vessel in its current form and 
appearance, in either electronic or paper format. If a photograph has already been provided to 
NMFS as part of an application for a high seas fishing permit, an additional photograph does not 
have to be submitted with this application, provided that the photograph meets the specifications 
described below. If the appearance of the vessel materially changes after this form and the 
photograph have been submitted (including, but not limited to, the vessel is painted another color, 
the vessel is renamed, or the vessel undergoes a structural modification) or if the photograph 
becomes more than five years old, you must inform NMFS and submit a new photograph of the 
vessel within 15 days of the change or of the photograph becoming five years old. 

The photograph must meet the following specifications: 

The photograph must show a bow-to-stern side-view of the vessel, clearly and legibly displaying 
the vessel name and markings, and such markings must be in accordance with the vessel 
identification requirements of 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart O. 

The photograph must have been taken within the last five years. 

Paper photographs must be at least 5 by 7 inches and no greater than 8½ by 11 inches in size. 

Electronic photographs must: (1) be in either jpg or tiff file formats; (2) have a resolution of at 
least 300 pixels per inch at a size of 5 by 7 inches; and (3) be of a file size no greater than 2 
megabytes (MB). 

Paper photographs may be submitted together with this form, or if the form is being submitted online 
or by other electronic means, paper photographs may be sent to: NMFS Pacific Islands Regional 
Office; International Fisheries Program; 1845 Wasp Blvd., Bldg. 176; Honolulu, HI 96818. In that 
case, write clearly on the back of the photograph or a separate piece of paper the following 
information: “WCPFC Area Endorsement”, name of applicant (for WCPFC Area Endorsement), 
name of vessel, vessel’s documentation or registration number, and date photograph was taken 
(mm/dd/yyyy). 

Electronic photographs may be sent via email to PIR.WCPFC@noaa.gov. Identify the message 
subject as: “Vessel photograph for WCPFC Area Endorsement” and include in the message body 
the following information: name of the applicant (for WPCFC Area Endorsement), name of vessel, 
vessel’s documentation or registration number, and date photograph was taken (mm/dd/yyyy). 

SECTION 6. SIGNATURE 

Sign and print your name and enter the date the application was signed. Be sure to include your 
application fee of $54.00 in the form of a check or money order made payable to the “U.S. 
Department of Commerce – NOAA.” 



Privacy Act Statement 

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized under the Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act (WCPFCIA; 16 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.). 

Purpose: In order to fulfill obligations under the WCPFCIA, the NOAA National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) requires the submission of information for NMFS, the U.S. Coast 

Guard, and the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (Commission) to monitor the 

size and composition of the fleets fishing for highly migratory species in the Commission’s area 

of competence for compliance-related and scientific purposes. Knowing such information as the 

number of vessels, the specifics of the vessels and their ownership, and the types of gear 

employed enables effective monitoring of vessel activity for enforcement and assessment 

purposes. 

Routine Uses: The Department will use this information to determine permit eligibility and to 

identify fishery participants. Disclosure of this information is permitted under the Privacy Act of 

1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a), to be shared within NMFS offices, in order to coordinate 

monitoring and management of sustainability of fisheries and protected resources, as well as with 

the applicable State or Regional Marine Fisheries Commissions and International Organizations. 

Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in 

the Privacy Act System of Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations 

for the United States Federally Regulated Fisheries. 

Disclosure: Furnishing this information is mandatory. If all information is not completed, your 

permit may status may be affected. 

http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-19.html


 

REQUEST FOR IMO SHIP 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

IHS Maritime & Trade 
Sentinel House, 163 Brighton Road 
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 2YH 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 01334 328300 
Email: ship.imo@ihs.com 

 
TO ENABLE UNIQUE IDENTIFICATION OF SHIPS FOR ASSIGNMENT OF AN IMO NUMBER IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
IMO RESOLUTION A.1078 (28), SOLAS XI I/3 and I/5, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING DETAILS IN CAPITALS:- 

Note: Shipbuilding details are essential to issue an IMO Ship Number for Newbuildings prior to completion 

Current Ship Name / Shipyard ID*   
Former Name(s)  
Original Name*  
Flag* Port of Registry† Call Sign†  
MMSI† Official Number† Flag Registration Date‡  
Tonnage (69 
C i )

  Yes  No Fishing No.+  
Gross* Net* Deadweight  
Length Overall* Length B.P. Beam*  
Moulded Depth* Draught    
Keel Laying Date‡ Launch Date‡ Completion Date*‡  
Shipbuilder* Shipbuilder Hull Number*  
Sub-Contractor Hull Sub-Contractor Hull Number  
Place of Build* Hull Material*  
Ship Type Fishing Vessel Gear-type^  

MARPOL requirements 
for Oil Tankers 

The ship complies with regulation 13F(3) (double-hull)  Yes     No
The ship complies with regulations 13 and 13E (SBT/PL)  Yes     No  
Other (please specify)  
The ship is subject to CAS requirements of regulation  Yes     No  

Registered Owner† & Address† 
(Including Fax, Telephone & Email) 

 
 
 
 
 

Manager† & Address† 
(Including Fax, Telephone, Email & Website) 

 
 
 
 
 

Number of Main Engines* Manufacturer* Engine Model*  
Current Class Society* kW of Each Engine Number of Propellers  

COMPANY REQUESTING IMO NUMBER 

Company Name*  
Contact Name* Sender's Email*  
[* Required Fields – all ships] 
[+ Distinctive Number / Letters for Fishing Vessels] 

[† Required Fields – Ships in service only] 
[‡ Date format is YYYY-MM-DD] 

[^ Required Fields – Fishing Vessels only] 

Note: We cannot issue an IMO Ship No. without the above required fields 
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This information collection package 
enables the CS to provide appropriate 
export services to U.S. exporters and 
international buyers. 

CS offers a variety of services to 
enable clients to begin exporting/ 
importing or to expand existing 
exporting/importing efforts. Clients may 
learn about our services from business 
related entities such as the National 
Association of Manufacturers, Federal 
Express, State Economic Development 
offices, the internet or word of mouth. 
The CS provides a standard set of 
services to assist clients with identifying 
potential overseas partners, establishing 
meeting programs with appropriate 
overseas business contacts and 
providing due diligence reports on 
potential overseas business partners. 
The CS also provides other export- 
related services considered to be of a 
‘‘customized nature’’ because they do 
not fit into the standard set of CS export 
services, but are driven by unique 
business needs of individual clients. 

The dissemination of international 
market information and potential 
business opportunities for U.S. 
exporters are critical components of the 
Commercial Service’s export assistance 
programs and services. U.S. companies 
conveniently access and indicate their 
interest in these services by completing 
the appropriate forms via ITA and CS 
U.S. Export Assistance Center websites. 

The CS works closely with clients to 
educate them about the exporting/ 
importing process and to help prepare 
them for exporting/importing. When a 
client is ready to begin the exporting/ 
importing process our field staff provide 
counseling to assist in the development 
of an exporting strategy. We provide fee- 
based, export-related services designed 
to help client export/import. The type of 
export-related service that is proposed 
to a client depends upon a client’s 
business goals and where they are in the 
export/import process. Some clients are 
at the beginning of the export process 
and require assistance with identifying 
potential distributors, whereas other 
clients may be ready to sign a contract 
with a potential distributor and require 
due diligence assistance. 

Before the CS can provide export- 
related services to clients, such as 
assistance with identifying potential 
partners or providing due diligence, 
specific information is required to 
determine the client’s business 
objectives and needs. For example, 
before we can provide a service to 
identify potential business partners we 
need to know whether the client would 
like a potential partner to have specific 
technical qualifications, coverage in a 
specific market, English or foreign 

language ability or warehousing 
requirements. This information 
collection is designed to elicit such data 
so that appropriate services can be 
proposed and conducted to most 
effectively meet the client’s exporting 
goals. Without these forms the CS is 
unable to provide services when 
requested by clients. 

The forms ask U.S. exporters standard 
questions about their company details, 
export experience, information about 
the products or services they wish to 
export and exporting goals. A few 
questions are tailored to a specific 
program type and will vary slightly with 
each program. CS staff use this 
information to gain an understanding of 
client’s needs and objectives so that 
they can provide appropriate and 
effective export assistance tailored to an 
exporter’s requirements. 

II. Method of Collection 

CS is seeking approval for the 
following data collection methods to 
provide flexibility for how clients will 
provide information about their 
company details, export experience, 
information about the products or 
services they wish to export and 
exporting goals. Clients will be asked to 
provide their information on our 
website (export.gov), web-based survey 
or form links, or paper-based forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0625–0143. 
Form Number(s): ITA–4096P. 
Type of Review: Renewal submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations; Not-for-profit 
institutions; State, Local, or Tribal 
government; and Federal government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
200,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 10 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 33,333 hours. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Sheleen Dumas, 
Departmental Lead PRA Officer, Office of the 
Chief Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2018–09381 Filed 5–2–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–FP–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Western and 
Central Pacific Fisheries Convention 
Vessel Information Family of Forms 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before July 2, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Rini Ghosh, 808–725–5033 
or rini.ghosh@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for an extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) has issued regulations under 
authority of the Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Convention 
Implementation Act (WCPFCIA; 16 
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.) to carry out the 
obligations of the United States under 
the Convention on the Conservation and 
Management of Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks in the Western and Central 
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Pacific Ocean (Convention), including 
implementing the decisions of the 
Commission for the Conservation and 
Management of Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks in the Western and Central 
Pacific Ocean (WCPFC or Commission). 
The regulations include requirements 
for the owners or operators of U.S. 
vessels to: (1) Apply for and obtain a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement if the vessel 
is used for fishing for highly migratory 
species on the high seas in the 
Convention Area (50 CFR 300.212), (2) 
complete and submit a Foreign 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) Form if 
the vessel is used for fishing for highly 
migratory species in the Convention 
Area in areas under the jurisdiction of 
any nation other than the United States 
(50 CFR 300.213), and (3) request and 
obtain an IMO number if the vessel is 
used for fishing for highly migratory 
species on the high seas or in areas 
under the jurisdiction of any nation 
other than the United States (50 CFR 
300.217(c)). An IMO number is the 
unique number issued for a vessel under 
the ship identification number scheme 
established by the International 
Maritime Organization or, for vessels 
that are not strictly subject to that 
scheme, the unique number issued by 
the administrator of that scheme using 
the scheme’s numbering format, 
sometimes known as a Lloyd’s Register 
number or LR number. 

The application for WCPFC Area 
Endorsements calls for specified 
information about the vessel and its 
operator that is not already collected via 
the application for high seas fishing 
permits issued under 50 CFR 300.333. 
The Foreign EEZ Form calls for 
specified information about the vessel, 
its owners and operators and any fishing 
authorizations issued by other nations. 
The information required to obtain an 
IMO number is not submitted to NMFS 
directly, but to a third party and serves 
to ensure that IMO numbers are issued 
for certain categories of vessels. 

This information collected under the 
three requirements is used by NOAA, 
the U.S. Coast Guard, and the 
Commission to monitor the size and 
composition of the HMS fleets in the 
Convention Area for compliance-related 
and scientific purposes and to ensure 
that IMO numbers are issued for certain 
categories of vessels. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents must submit some of the 
information by mail or in person via 
paper forms, and have a choice of 
submitting some of the information 
electronically, by mail, or in person. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0595. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
55. 

Estimated Time per Response: 
WCPFC Area Endorsement Application, 
60 minutes; Foreign EEZ Form, 90 
minutes; IMO number application, 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 58. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $2,465 in recordkeeping/ 
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: April 30, 2018. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2018–09374 Filed 5–2–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XG200 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Scallop Committee to consider actions 
affecting New England fisheries in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 at 9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Hotel Providence, 139 Mathewson 
Street, Providence, RI 02903; Phone: 
(401) 861–8000. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 
The Scallop Committee will provide 

research recommendations for the 2018/ 
19 Scallop Research Set-Aside (RSA) 
federal funding announcement. They 
also plan to review progress on 2018 
work priorities, focusing on (1) standard 
default measures; (2) monitoring and 
catch accounting. Progress on other 
work items may be discussed, as well as 
the initiation of appropriate vehicles 
(Specifications package, Framework, 
Amendment) to complete work items. 
The committee will also receive an 
update on Scallop Committee tasking re: 
Achieved at-sea monitoring coverage 
levels. Other business may be discussed 
as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Action 
will be restricted to those issues 
specifically listed in this notice and any 
issues arising after publication of this 
notice that require emergency action 
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act, provided the public has 
been notified of the Council’s intent to 
take final action to address the 
emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
(978) 465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. Consistent with 16 
U.S.C. 1852, a copy of the recording is 
available upon request. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
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