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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 IMPLEMENTATION OF VESSEL SPEED RESTRICTIONS TO REDUCE THE 
THREAT OF SHIP COLLISIONS WITH NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALES 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0580 
 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for a 3-year extension of this information collection. Final Rule 0648-BB20 
published December 9, 2013 (78 FR 73726), removing a sunset provision contained in the 
original (December 2008) rule.  There are no changes in the rule or collection of information 
requirements since the 2012 extension.  
 
The North Atlantic right whale is a highly depleted species; only about 400-500 individuals 
exist.  Collisions with vessels (i.e., “ship strikes”) are a major cause of serious injury and death, 
and therefore are the greatest threat to the species:  From 2005 through 2009, the average 
reported mortality and serious injury to right whales due to ship strikes was 1.6 whales per year; 
the actual number is almost certainly higher as not all carcasses are detected.  Evidence 
implicates vessel speed as a primary factor in the strikes and indicates that the occurrence and 
severity of ship strikes can be reduced if vessels are traveling 10 knots or less.  As a result, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA), National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) has promulgated regulations to restrict vessel speed in certain times and 
locations along the United States (U.S.) eastern seaboard to reduce the threat of lethal ship 
collisions with North Atlantic right whales.  Ships are required to travel at 10 knots or less in 
certain key areas where right whales occur.  In the time since the final rule was issued, no right 
whales have been struck and killed in the speed restriction zones established by the rule.  
Therefore, because the incidence of dead struck whales has been reduced to zero, to date, the rule 
is regarded as being quite successful in reducing the impact of this threat. 
 
In a proposed rulemaking in keeping with the goals of the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA), NMFS requested comments on the vessel 
speed restrictions.  Public and interagency comment on a proposed rule indicated that in certain 
sea and weather conditions, a large ship may lose maneuverability at such speeds.  Therefore, 
NMFS decided that under such conditions a ship, at the captain’s discretion, may opt not to abide 
by the speed restrictions.  If she/he chooses this option, she/he is required to make an entry into 
the ship’s log, providing such information as: the reasons for the deviation, the speed at which 
the vessel is operated, the area, and the time and duration of such deviation.  The United States 
Coast Guard (USCG) may collect information from the log books during random, routine port 
boardings and NMFS enforcement agents may request copies of logbook entries in situations 
when non-compliance with the provisions of the rule are noted. 
 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/mmpa.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/mmpa.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/mmpa.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/esa.pdf
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2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The information from the required recording into the ships’ logs will be collected by USCG 
personnel, or in some cases NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement (OLE), during random, routine 
ship boardings.  The USCG or OLE staff boarding the vessel will note from the log, the 
location(s) and circumstance(s) for not adhering to speed restrictions and provide the information 
to the NMFS and/or NOAA’s OLE.  NMFS will review the information and if warranted (i.e., 
failure to adhere to required speed limits in situations when to do so would not affect 
maneuverability) will issue a letter for each violation reminding the ship captain and agent the 
need for the restrictions and possible fines that could be levied for subsequent violations.  If 
failure to adhere to the restrictions was warranted (i.e., sea and wind conditions threatened vessel 
maneuverability), NMFS will retain the information for later analysis of the number of times 
conditions prevented captains from adhering to the restrictions. 
 
Logbooks must be kept available for review by a marine inspector for a period of 1 year after the 
date to which the records refer.  Separate records of tests and inspections of firefighting 
equipment must be maintained with the vessel's logs for the period of validity of the vessel's 
certificate of inspection.  
 
NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines.  Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications.  Should NMFS decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
There will be no use of electronic, automated, or mechanical techniques used in information 
collection.  The information will be noted in the ship’s log and retained as vessel records. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The restrictions promulgated by this rulemaking were implemented in December 2008.  No such 
restriction existed prior to this rule; and no additional subsequent restrictions have been 
implemented.  Therefore, duplication of this type of recordkeeping is not possible.   
 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Approximately 15 per cent of affected vessels are considered small businesses.  This requirement 
does not create undue burden for small businesses.  It is the minimum requirement necessary for 
this purpose. 
 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
This recordkeeping is essential to the program and to the protection of endangered north Atlantic 
right whales. 
 
As noted above, vessel speed restrictions are vital to reducing the threat of ship strikes to right 
whales.  Exceptions have been granted in certain circumstances.  Logbook notations will be the 
only means to assess if, when and how often restrictions were not adhered to due to poor weather 
or high sea state.  Also, it is the only means through which NMFS will be able to assess whether 
a lack of compliance was legitimate.  Without this measure, ship’s captains may choose not to 
comply, and the promulgating and regulation enforcing agency would have no recourse.  
Conducting the recordkeeping less frequently would vitiate the purpose of providing the 
exemption.  As noted below, making logbook entries for this purpose are expected to take a few 
minutes, in situations and by means that are routinely and periodically made by ships’ crews.  
Therefore, the requirement is not expected to be overly burdensome and conducting it less 
frequently is not expected to significantly relieve burden to recordkeepers. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
None. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
NMFS published an FR notice requesting public comment on an extension collection of 
information on August 29, 2016 (81 FR 59186).   
 
Two sets of comments from non-NOAA stakeholders were received. 
The Marine Mammal Commission recommended “that this information continue to be collected.  
Collection of this information (i.e. records in ship logs explaining the need to deviate from speed 
restrictions established to protect highly endangered North Atlantic right whales), is a core part 
of the regulations to reduce ship strike-related deaths and injuries of this species. This 
information is essential for evaluating the effectiveness of these rules and for protecting vessel 
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operators from prosecution for legitimate deviations from established speed restrictions.”  NMFS 
concurs, and will take no new action in response to this comment. 
 
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) noted that “…documentation of deviation 
from the 10-knot speed limit is necessary for NMFS to properly perform its functions of 
protecting right whales.”  In response, NMFS concurs that collection of information via the 
ships’ logs is essential to enforcement and compliance of the vessel speed restrictions.  The 
rule’s deviation provision allows mariners to exceed the speed limit in conditions when 
navigational safety might be jeopardized and a (relatively simple) notation in the logbook 
provides justification for the deviation.  It also provides documentation about the circumstances 
for the deviation for enforcement agents.  The HSUS also noted that “…NMFS should take a 
more proactive role in enforcing the regulations that protect these endangered animals by 
verifying the reliability of these ships’ logbooks.”   
 
NMFS notes that OLE enforcement agents build cases where egregious or repeated non-
compliance action is detected.  Logbook entries are an integral part of, and are a routinely used 
in, enforcement cases to assess instances in which mariners had opted to invoke the deviation as 
warranted by wind and sea conditions.  Under current practices, the validity of logbook entries is 
reliant upon the verification of their accuracy by the ship’s captain.  Knowingly making an 
erroneous entry is punishable by law.  Logbook entry accuracy may also be verified by direct, at-
see observation by USCG and other enforcement vessels and through remote sensing 
technologies. Therefore, NMFS expects to take no additional action in response comments by the 
HSUS. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
None. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Information provided by respondents will not include personal or other confidential or private 
data.  In addition, once recorded by the respondent, the information will be gathered only by 
USCG personnel or NOAA OLE officers.  These government officers are accustomed to 
handling information confidentially and their agency policies stipulate information be held in 
confidence. For NMFS personnel, confidentiality of the information is authorized by the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), Section 402(b).  The 
Coast Guard ensures that personally identifiable information remains confidential in a few ways: 
a) The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) policy offers guidelines for safeguarding PII 
(http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/privacy/privacy_guide_spii_handbook.pdf) which is 
specifically addressed and tailored to Coast Guard missions in the Coast Guard Freedom of 
Information and Privacy Acts Manual, COMDTINST 
M5260.3.(http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/5000-5999/cim_5260_3.pdf); and b) in 74 FR 
30308 (25 JUN 09), the Coast Guard provided a system of records notice covering logbooks and 
mariner information. 
 

http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/privacy/privacy_guide_spii_handbook.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/5000-5999/cim_5260_3.pdf
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No such information will be collected. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
An estimated 3,047 respondents are expected to make 3,047 responses, in the form of the 
required notations/records, annually, with each response taking approximately 5 minutes. 
Therefore, NMFS estimates the annual burden of information collection is 254 hours, annually. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There is no cost to the respondents other than the labor cost of making the logbook entries. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The recordkeeping requirement is expected to have no cost to the Federal government that is not 
already subsumed in ordinary Federal personnel duties: approximately 25 hours per year in 
reading/following up on logbook entries of boats boarded, at $35 per hour equals $875 per year. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no changes or adjustments. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The information will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
No statistical analysis will be performed on the collected information. 
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1 See Certain Carbon and Alloy Steel Cut-To- 
Length Plate From Austria, Belgium, Brazil, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea, the People’s Republic of China, 
South Africa, Taiwan, and the Republic of Turkey: 
Initiation of Less-Than-Fair-Value Investigations, 81 
FR 27089 (May 5, 2016). 

2 See Certain Carbon and Alloy Steel Cut-to- 
Length Plate from Austria, Belgium, China, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan— 
Petitioners’ Request for an Extension of the 
Department’s Preliminary Antidumping Duty 
Determinations, dated August 15, 2016. 

Department of Commerce, U.S. 
Commercial Service. 
CONTACT INFORMATION: Ethel M. Azueta 
Glen, International Trade Specialist, 
Trade Missions, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, DC 20230, Tel: 
202–482–5388, Fax: 202–482–9000, 
Ethel.Glen@trade.gov. 

Frank Spector, 
Director, Trade Missions Program. 
[FR Doc. 2016–20615 Filed 8–26–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[A–433–812, A–423–812, A–427–828, A–428– 
844, A–475–834, A–588–875, A–580–887, A– 
570–047, A–583–858] 

Certain Carbon and Alloy Steel Cut-to- 
Length Plate From Austria, Belgium, 
France, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, the People’s Republic of China, 
and Taiwan: Postponement of 
Preliminary Determinations of 
Antidumping Duty Investigations 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce 
DATES: Effective August 29, 2016. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Edythe Artman at (202) 482–3931 
(Austria), Elizabeth Eastwood at (202) 
482–3874 (Belgium and Italy), Terre 
Keaton Stefanova at (202) 482–1280 
(France), Brandon Custard at (202) 482– 
1823 (Federal Republic of Germany 
(Germany)), Kabir Archuletta at (202) 
482–2593 (Japan), Mike Heaney at (202) 
482–4475 (Republic of Korea (Korea)), 
Irene Gorelik at (202) 482–6905 (the 
People’s Republic of China (the PRC)), 
or Tyler Weinhold at (202) 482–1121 
(Taiwan); AD/CVD Operations, 
Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th 
Street and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

On April 28, 2016, the Department of 
Commerce (the Department) initiated 
antidumping duty (AD) investigations 
concerning imports of certain carbon 
and alloy steel cut-to-length plate (CTL 
plate) from Austria, Belgium, Brazil, the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC), 
France, the Federal Republic of 
Germany (Germany), Italy, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea (Korea), South Africa, 

Taiwan, and the Republic of Turkey.1 
Section 733(b)(1)(A) of the Tariff Act of 
1930, as amended (the Act), and 19 CFR 
351.205(b)(1) state the Department will 
make a preliminary determination no 
later than 140 days after the date of the 
initiation. The current deadline for the 
preliminary determinations of these 
investigations is no later than 
September 15, 2016. 

Postponement of Preliminary 
Determinations 

On August 15, 2016, ArcelorMittal 
USA LLC, Nucor Corporation, and 
SSAB Enterprises, LLC (the petitioners) 
made a timely request, pursuant to 19 
CFR 351.205(e), for postponement of the 
preliminary determinations in the 
investigations of CTL plate from 
Austria, Belgium, the PRC, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, and 
Taiwan, in order to provide the 
Department with sufficient time to 
develop the record in these proceedings 
through additional questionnaires, 
which the petitioners will in turn need 
time to analyze and comment on.2 
Because there are no compelling reasons 
to deny the petitioners’ request, in 
accordance with section 733(c)(1)(A) of 
the Act, the Department is postponing 
the deadline for the preliminary 
determinations by 50 days. 

For the reasons stated above, the 
Department, in accordance with section 
733(c)(1)(A) of the Act, is postponing 
the deadline for the preliminary 
determinations to no later than 190 days 
after the date on which the Department 
initiated these investigations. Therefore, 
the new deadline for the preliminary 
determinations is November 4, 2016. In 
accordance with section 735(a)(1) of the 
Act, the deadline for the final 
determinations of these investigations 
will continue to be 75 days after the 
date of the preliminary determinations, 
unless postponed at a later date. 

This notice is issued and published 
pursuant to section 733(c)(2) of the Act 
and 19 CFR 351.205(f)(1). 

Dated: August 22, 2016. 
Paul Piquado, 
Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance. 
[FR Doc. 2016–20694 Filed 8–26–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Implementation of 
Vessel Speed Restrictions To Reduce 
the Threat of Ship Collisions With 
North Atlantic Right Whales 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before October 28, 
2016. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Gregory Silber, Ph.D., 
Fishery Biologist, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8485. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for an extension of a 
current information collection. On 
October 10, 2008, NMFS published a 
final rule promulgated under the 
Endangered Species Act implementing 
speed restrictions to reduce the 
incidence and severity of ship collisions 
with North Atlantic right whales (73 FR 
60173). That final rule contained a 
collection-of-information requirement 
subject to the Paperwork Reduction act 
(PRA). Specifically, 50 CFR 224.105(c) 
requires a logbook entry to document 
that a deviation from the 10-knot speed 
limit was necessary for safe 
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maneuverability under certain 
conditions. 

In certain sea and weather conditions, 
a large ship may lose maneuverability at 
slow speeds. Therefore, under such 
conditions a ship, at the captain’s 
discretion, may opt not to abide by the 
speed restrictions. If she/he chooses this 
option, she/he is required to make an 
entry into the ship’s log, providing such 
information as: The reasons for the 
deviation, the speed at which the vessel 
is operated, the area, and the time and 
duration of such deviation. 

II. Method of Collection 

Typically, paper logbooks are not 
routinely submitted to a federal agency 
and remain entirely on individual 
vessels. However, logbooks may be 
requested by federal authorities if 
questions arise regarding the 
circumstances under which the 
deviation was invoked. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0580. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a current information collection). 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

3,000. 
Estimated Time per Response: 5 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 250. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: August 24, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–20661 Filed 8–26–16; 8:45 am] 
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South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting of the 
South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council. 

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold meetings of the: Habitat Protection 
and Ecosystem-Based Management 
Committee; Information and Education 
Committee, Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC) Selection Committee 
(Closed Session); Advisory Panel (AP) 
Selection Committee (Closed Session); 
Southeast Data, Assessment and Review 
(SEDAR) Committee; Snapper Grouper 
Committee; Joint Dolphin Wahoo, 
Snapper Grouper, and Mackerel Cobia 
Committees; Mackerel Cobia Committee; 
Law Enforcement Committee; Protected 
Resources Committee; Data Collection 
Committee; Highly Migratory Species 
(HMS) Committee; Executive Finance 
Committee; and a meeting of the Full 
Council. The Council will also hold a 
Parliamentary Practice Workshop, an 
informal Q&A session, and a formal 
public comment session. The Council 
will take action as necessary. 
DATES: The Council meeting will be 
held from 8:30 a.m. on Monday, 
September 12, 2016 until 1 p.m. on 
Friday, September 16, 2016. 
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held at the Marina Inn at Grande Dunes, 
8121 Amalfi Place, Myrtle Beach, SC 
29572; phone: (877) 403–7676 or (843) 
913–1333; fax: (843) 913–1334. 

Council address: South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council, 4055 
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N. 
Charleston, SC 29405. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer, 
SAFMC; phone: (843) 571–4366 or toll 
free (866) SAFMC–10; fax: (843) 769– 
4520; email: kim.iverson@safmc.net. 
Meeting information is available from 

the Council’s Web site at: http://
safmc.net/Sept2016CouncilMeeting. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Public comment: Written comments 

may be directed to Gregg Waugh, 
Executive Director, South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council (see 
ADDRESSES) or electronically via the 
Council’s Web site at: http://safmc.net/ 
Sept2016_CouncilMeeting_
CommentForm. All comments must be 
received by September 5, 2016 in order 
to be considered by the Council prior to 
the meeting. For written comments 
received after the Monday before the 
meeting (after 9/5), individuals sending 
the comment must use the Council’s 
online form available from the Web site. 
Comments will automatically be posted 
to the Web site and available for Council 
consideration. Comments received prior 
to noon on Thursday, September 15, 
2016 will be a part of the meeting 
administrative record. 

The items of discussion in the 
individual meeting agendas are as 
follows: 

Parliamentary Practice Workshop, 
Monday, September 12, 2016, 8:30 a.m. 
Until 12 p.m. 

Council members will participate in a 
workshop on Parliamentary practice 
with a focus on Robert’s Rules and 
effective communication. 

Habitat Protection and Ecosystem-Based 
Management Committee Meeting, 
Monday, September 12, 2016, 1:30 p.m. 
Until 4 p.m. 

1. The Committee will receive a report 
from the Habitat Protection and 
Ecosystem-Based Management Advisory 
Panel and a summary of the Food Web 
& Connectivity and Climate Variability 
& Fisheries sections of the Council’s 
Fishery Ecosystem Plan (FEP). 

2. The Committee will review policy 
considerations supporting Policy 
Statement Development, Habitat and 
Ecosystem Tools, and model 
development. The Committee will 
provide recommendations as 
appropriate. 

Information and Education Committee, 
Monday, September 12, 2016, 4 p.m. 
Until 5 p.m. 

The Committee will receive an 
overview of the results of the Council’s 
recent communications survey and an 
update on outreach activities. The 
Committee will provide guidance as 
needed. 
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