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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS/AKR a. 0648 . 0575
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title

AlaskaPacificHalibut FisheriesCharterRecordkeeping

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords FisheriesFishery

10. Abstract

Managemenof andregulationdor Pacifichalibutin Alaskaaredevelopedn theinternational Federalandstatelevelsby the
InternationaPacific Halibut Commission(IPHC), the North Pacific FisheryManagemen€ouncil (Council),NationalMarine Fisheries
Service(NMFS), AlaskaRegion,andthe Stateof AlaskaDepartmenbf FishandGame(ADF&G). A Halibut CatchSharingPlan(HCS
Plan)in IPHC Area2C (SoutheasAlaska)andArea3A (SouthcentralAlaska)wasdevelopedor the guidedsportandcommercial
fisheriesin Januan2014. TheHCSPlanis anannualprocesdor allocatinghalibutbetweerthe charterandcommerciahalibutfisheries
in Areas2C and3A. TheHCSPlandescribes public processy which the Councildevelopgecommendation the IPHC for charter

anglerharvestestrictionghatareintendedo limit harvesto the annualcharterhalibutfisherycatchlimit in eacharea.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a._X_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
[ ]Voluntary
] Required to obtain or retain benefits

a.
b. [
c. [1 1] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 2 %

583
39,042

c. Total annual hours requested 2,594
d. Current OMB inventory 4,733
e. Difference -2,139
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change

2. Adjustment -2,139

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

DN 0of 00| O

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment 6

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. X Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f._X Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [l 1] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: SallyBibb
(907)586-7389

Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby KarenAbrams,Acting DeputyDirector, Sustainabléisheries 4/7/2017
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature - . Date
Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
BRABSON'SARAH'1 36571 04 DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,
88 ou=OTHER, cn=BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
Date: 2017.07.12 14:49:07 -04'00°
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ALASKA PACIFIC HALIBUT FISHERIES: CHARTER RECORDKEEPING
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0575

This request is for extension of an existing collection.
INTRODUCTION

Management of and regulations for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis) in Alaska are
developed on the international, Federal, and state levels by the International Pacific Halibut
Commission (IPHC), the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council), National Marine
Fisheries Service, Alaska Region (NMFS), and the State of Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (ADF&G). The IPHC and NMFS manage fishing for Pacific halibut through regulations
(see https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/sport-halibut) established under authority of the
Convention between the United States Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering
Sea (Convention), the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982, 16 U.S.C. 773c (Halibut Act), and
Section 303(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.).

Regulations for the charter halibut fishery in Alaska are determined annually by the Council and
the IPHC. NMFS publishes these regulations each year as part of the IPHC Annual Management
Measures. Regulations are found at 50 CFR parts 300.60 through 300.66 and at 50 CFR
679.5(1)(7) (see https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/rules-notices/search/category/halibut-
497search_api_views_fulltext=annual+management+measures).

A Halibut Catch Sharing Plan in IPHC Area 2C (Southeast Alaska) and Area 3A (South Central
Alaska) was developed for the guided sport and commercial fisheries and implemented by the
NMFS in January 2014 (78 FR 75844, December 12, 2013)
(https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/csp-faq1115.pdf).

The HCS Plan is an annual process for allocating halibut between the charter and commercial
halibut fisheries in Areas 2C and 3A. It establishes sector allocations that vary in proportion with
changing levels of annual halibut abundance and that balance the differing needs of the charter
and commercial halibut fisheries over a wide range of halibut abundance in each area. The HCS
Plan describes a public process by which the Council develops recommendations to the IPHC for
charter angler harvest restrictions (annual management measures) that are intended to limit
harvest to the annual charter halibut fishery catch limit in each area. For all IPHC management
areas, it is prohibited to conduct commercial and sport fishing (including charter) for halibut
from the same vessel on the same day.

Associated OMB collections are OMB 0648-0592 (Charter Permits), OMB 0648-0665
(Community Quota Entity (CQE) Program) and OMB Control No. 0648-0272 (Individual
Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program).


https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/sport-halibut
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/csp-faq1115.pdf
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/rules-notices/search/category/halibut-49?search_api_views_fulltext=annual+management+measures

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The charter halibut sector in Area 2C and Area 3A in Alaska are managed to charter catch limits
established under the HCS Plan. Charter operators are required to record all halibut caught and
kept by charter vessel anglers in the ADF&G Saltwater Charter Logbook. Logbook reporting is
the basis for estimating annual charter harvests of halibut relative to the charter catch limits.

The HCS Plan authorizes annual transfers of commercial halibut IFQ (OMB Control No. 0648-
0272) as guided angler fish (GAF) to charter halibut permit holders for harvest in the charter
halibut fishery. GAF offers charter halibut permit holders in Area 2C or Area 3A an opportunity
to lease a limited amount of IFQ from commercial quota share (QS) holders to allow charter
clients to harvest halibut in addition to, or instead of, the halibut harvested under the daily bag
limit for charter anglers. GAF harvested in the charter halibut fishery will be accounted for as
commercial halibut IFQ harvest. This collection of information allows GAF harvests to be
tracked and properly debited from the appropriate IFQ accounts.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

a. ADF&G Saltwater Sport Fishing Charter Trip Logbook [REVISED descriptive text and
burden estimates]

Regulations at 50 CFR 300.65 require halibut charter vessels operating in IPHC Areas 2C and
3A to submit Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Saltwater Sport Fishing Charter
Trip Logbook (Charter Logbook) data sheets,

see http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=prolicenses.forms ). The Charter Logbook is
the primary reporting requirement for operators in the charter fisheries for all species harvested
in saltwater in IPHC Reporting Areas 2C and 3A. ADF&G compiles the Charter Logbook data
to show where fishing occurs, the extent of participation, and the species and the numbers of fish
caught and harvested by individual anglers. In recent years, the ADF&G added Charter Logbook
reporting requirements to accommodate Federal halibut charter regulations.

The charter vessel guide is responsible for complying with the following recordkeeping and
reporting requirements by the end of the calendar day or by the end of the charter vessel fishing
trip, whichever comes first.
e Use a separate data sheet for each calendar day that halibut are caught and retained
during a multi-day trip.
e Use a separate data sheet for each charter vessel fishing trip if two or more trips were
taken on the same day.
e Record each charter fishing trip on one data sheet, unless halibut are caught in both Area
2C and in Area 3A, in which case use an additional data sheet to record halibut caught in
the second area.


http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=prolicenses.forms

e Retain all data sheets showing halibut harvest for 2 years after the end of the fishing year
for which the logbook was issued.
e Make the data sheets available for inspection upon the request of an authorized officer.

Deadlines:
For a charter vessel fishing trip during which halibut were caught and retained
e on or after the first Monday in April and on or before December 31, data sheets must be
submitted to the ADF&G and postmarked or received no later than 14 calendar days after
the Monday of the fishing week (as defined in 50 CFR 300.61)
e onJanuary 1 through the first Sunday in April, data sheets must be submitted to the
ADF&G and postmarked or received no later than the second Monday in April.

Each charter vessel angler who retains halibut caught in IPHC areas 2C or 3A must acknowledge
that his or her name, license number (if required), and number of halibut retained are recorded
correctly by signing the Charter Logsheet on the line that corresponds to the angler's information.
Because the charter vessel guide must verify the signature of each charter vessel angler, the cost
and burden of the angler signature are included in the guide burden and cost.

Information collected in ADF&G Charter Logbook

Charter vessel guide requirements.
Month and day for each charter vessel fishing trip
Alaska Guide License number for the current year
GAF permit number

Before a charter vessel fishing trip begins, record for each charter vessel angler
Alaska Sport Fishing License number for the current year, or resident permanent license
number or disabled veteran license number if an annual license number is not required
Name of each paying and nonpaying charter vessel angler on board that will fish for halibut
Name of each angler not required to have an Alaska Sport Fishing License or its equivalent
Total number of halibut caught and retained
Total number of GAF halibut retained
Acknowledge that the recorded information is correct by signing the logbook data sheet
The charter vessel guide must ensure that each charter vessel angler signs the logbook

GAF Permit Number:

If GAF halibut are caught and kept during a charter vessel fishing trip, the guide must record the
GAF permit number on the logbook page for that trip and have a copy of the GAF permit and
GAF permit log onboard the vessel during that trip. The GAF permit number in the logbook
allows ADF&G and NOAA Fisheries Office for Law Enforcement (OLE) staff to cross reference
the GAF electronic reports and the GAF permits and logs.

The number of respondents is assumed to equal the number of charter halibut permit (CHP)
holders. The number of respondents changed from 696 in the previous OMB approval to 583 to
reflect the approximate current number of CHP holders There are currently 1,086 CHP permits
held by these 583 CHP holders (968 regular, 7 military morale, welfare, and recreation permits
(MWR), and 111 CQE CHPs). The number of trips per CHP changed from 34 to 35.Assuming
an average of 35 trips per CHP, the potential number of responses was changed from 23,664 to
38,010. Because the number of responses increased, the burden costs increased from 1,972 hr to



2,534 hr. The response time was changed from 5 minutes to 4 minutes. At $37/hr, personnel
costs changed from $49,300 to $93,758.

Logbook sheets must be submitted to ADF&G weekly between April 2 and the end of the
season. Although the season technically doesn't end until December 31, 99 percent of all charter
fishing has been completed by the end of September each year. So for the purposes of estimating
the mailing costs, we assumed that the season will run 26 weeks. That means, at the most, a
permit holder would mail 26 envelopes at $0.49 each. If all 583 permit holders submitted
logbook sheets every week during the season, the total cost would be (583 x 26 x $0.49 =
$7,427). We assume that each envelope will cost $0.03 (583 x 26 x $0.03 = $455). The total cost
of mailing (rounded) is estimated to be $7,882. This estimate is likely high because it is unlikely
that all permits would be used every week of the season. However, it is also likely that a permit
holder with several permits could be allowing several businesses to use those permits so the
logbook sheets would be submitted separately.

ADF&G Charter Logbook, Respondents

Total number of guide respondents 583

Total number of permits (CHP) 1,086

Total annual responses (35 trips x 1086 permits) 38,010
Frequency of response = 35 trips/CHP

Total annual time burden 2,534 hr
Estimated response time = 4 min

Total personnel costs ($37/hr x 2,534 hr) $ 93,758

Total miscellaneous costs (mailing costs, see above) $7,882

Federal use of the ADF&G Charter Logbook and fishing license information requires additional
staff time. Federal staff is required to coordinate with ADF&G and respond to agency needs. A
part-time NMFS or NMFS OLE staff person is required to process and query operator, business,
and angler information. This person also assists NMFS OLE with the collection of evidence,
administrative correspondence, preparation of cases, and maintenance of the database by
working closely with NMFS programmers and ADF&G staff as needed. The annual cost for a
GS-9 part-time NMFS staff person (estimated at $37/hr) is approximately $50,000 annually.

Programmer time was required to build and maintain a secure Federal database. Periodic data
transfers occur, with programmer time required to maintain the Federal database and workstation
structure. Maintenance of this database is minimal, requiring one to two weeks of programmer
time annually. The estimated cost for NMFS programmer time is $2,500 to $5,000 annually.

Enforcement requires regular on-site observations and visits by enforcement officers to areas
where halibut are harvested and landed by charter vessels. These areas include remote areas,
such as lodges and urbanized areas. The enforcement officers check for failures to record
retained halibut, incomplete information in the logbook, and inaccurate information in the
logbook. An additional four enforcement officers were hired and are based in Juneau, Sitka, and
Ketchikan, Alaska. The cost for four additional enforcement officers is approximately $600,000
annually.

We use the same logbook as the ADFG loghbook, so there is no additional paper cost. ADFG
shares the data with NMFS.



Charter Logbook, Federal Government

Total Responses 0
Total annual time burden 0
Total personnel costs $655,000

Part-time NMFS staff person, 2000 hr = $50,000

Programmer, 1-2 weeks at $2,250 per week = $5,000

4 Enforcement officers @ $150,000 per year = $600,000
Total miscellaneous costs $0

b. Electronic and manual GAF landing report [REVISED descriptive text and burden
estimates]

A GAF permit holder, who is also the Charter Halibut Permit holder, must obtain at his or her
own expense the technology (computer and Internet connection) required to support the NMFS-
approved electronic reporting system to report GAF halibut landings (eFISH). The GAF
program is voluntary, and charter permit holders can weigh their own costs and benefits of
participating in the program.

A GAF permit holder must use the NMFS-approved electronic reporting system on the Alaska
Region web site through eFISH (https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login) to submit
a GAF landing report. The GAF permit holder must enter information for each GAF halibut
caught and retained by an angler on a charter vessel fishing trip.

Deadline: GAF landing reports must be submitted by 2359 hours Alaska local time on the last
calendar day of a charter vessel fishing trip.

GAF permit holders are required to report GAF landings in eFISH in a timely fashion in order to
debit those landings from the IFQ holder’s account as soon as possible, and to flag any other
potential problems. Electronic reporting alerts GAF permit holders of their account balance and
alerts the GAF permit holder and OLE if the account has been overdrawn. Without electronic
reporting, more GAF accounts would likely be overdrawn.

Upon submission of a daily electronic GAF landing report, eFISH issues a GAF Report
submission confirmation number which the GAF permit holder must record on the GAF permit
log on the back of the GAF permit. This confirmation number allows cross reference of the
Charter Logbook data and the electronic GAF report by management and OLE staff.

A manual GAF landing report is available in case the Internet or computer system is down or if
the respondent needs to change a previously reported GAF landing. It is estimated at the same
burden and cost as the electronic report.

Electronic GAF reporting is required:
1. For respondents to access current account balances for account management and
regulatory compliance
2. For NMFS management:
» To monitor account transfers and GAF landings history.
» To manage permit accounts, conduct transfers, and assess fees.


https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/webapps/efish/login

3. For OLE:
e To monitor transfers between IFQ and GAF
* To monitor compliance with authorized GAF harvests and other program rules.

In 2016, 43 CHP holders used GAF and that number has remained fairly constant for the 3 years
of the program. GAF landings are reported only on trips in which GAF were harvested. In 2016,
there were 534 reports submitted by 43 operators (averagel2 reports per operator), requiring 5
minutes for each report. Even though all CHP holders could potentially use GAF, this is
extremely unlikely. For PRA purposes, an estimated 100 CHP holders would or will ever use
GAF.

The following information must be entered for each retained GAF.

GAF electronic landing report

ADF&G Charter Logbook number

Vessel identification number for vessel on which GAF were caught and retained
ADF&G vessel registration number (AK number) or
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) documentation number

GAF permit number

ADF&G sport fishing guide license number held by the charter vessel guide

Total number of GAF caught and retained

Total length (in inches) of each GAF retained

Community charter halibut permit only:
community or port where charter vessel fishing trip began (where charter vessel anglers
boarded the vessel)
community or port where charter vessel fishing trip ended (where charter vessel anglers
or fish were offloaded from the vessel)

GAF confirmation number issued by electronic reporting system

Manual GAF report
Confirmation Number (complete to change a previously reported GAF landing.)
Reason for Submitting Manual Reporting Form
Date and time reported
GAF Permit Number
GAF Permit Holder ID Number
GAF Permit Holder Name
Guide License Number
ADF&G Saltwater Logbook Number
USCG Vessel Documentation Number OR
State Vessel Registration Number
Trip Start Location (CQE only)
Trip End Location (CQE only)
Number of GAF Harvested
Multi-day Fishing Trip (circle YES or/ NO)
Harvest Date
Logbook Page Number
Halibut Length
Name of Person Submitting Report



Contact Number
Signature
Data Tech Signature and Date (NMFS only)

The number of respondents (GAF permit holders) was changed number from 696 to 43 to reflect
the average number of GAF permit holders each year. Similarly the number of responses (GAF
landings reports) was changed from 23,664 to 516 to reflect the number of reports submitted in
2016. The number of trips (reports) per respondent was changed from 34 to 12. The time
burden was reduced from 1,972 hr to 9 hr to reflect the smaller number of respondents.
Likewise, the personnel costs were reduced from $49,300 to $1,591. Miscellaneous online costs
were reduced from $1,183 to 0.

GAF Electronic Landing Report, Respondents

Total number of guide respondents 43

Total annual responses (12 x 43 respondents) 516
Frequency of response = 12 responses per respondent

Total annual time burden (43 hr) 43
Estimated response time = 5 min

Total personnel costs ($37/hr x 43 hr) $1,591

Total miscellaneous costs 0
Online cost =0

GAF Electronic Landing Report, Federal Government

Total responses 516
Frequency per response = 1

Total annual time burden (8.6 hr) 9 hr
Estimated response time = 1 min

Total personnel cost ($37/hr x 9) $333

Total miscellaneous costs 0

c. GAF permit log (REVISED descriptive text and burden estimates)

Upon receipt of a GAF electronic landing report, eFISH issues a confirmation number for the GAF
permit holder (respondent) to keep as evidence that NMFS received the GAF landing report and
the GAF account was properly debited. On the back of each GAF permit is printed a form called
the GAF permit log (see https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/gafpermitlog.pdf.) The
GAF permit holder must record the confirmation number and GAF fish information on the GAF
permit log after a trip in which GAF halibut were retained. This information must be available for
enforcement officers to review when they board a vessel.

A GAF permit holder may have several GAF permits and GAF permit logs by the end of the
season. The GAF permit holder is required to retain all GAF permits and GAF permit logs, along
with their ADF&G saltwater logbooks, for two years for inspection upon request of an
authorized enforcement officer.

Information collected on the GAF Permit Log
1. Date that GAF was caught and retained
2. Length of GAF. Halibut lengths are measured to the nearest inch in a straight line
from the anterior-most tip of the lower jaw with the mouth closed to the extreme end
of the middle of the tail.
3. GAF electronic landing report confirmation number

7


https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/gafpermitlog.pdf

As with the GAF electronic report, the number of respondents was reduced from 696 to 43to
better reflect the actual number of GAF Program participants in 2016. The number of responses
(GAF permit log entries) was reduced from 23,664 to 516. The average number of trips was
reduced from 34 to 12. The total time burden was reduced from 789 hr to 17 hr, which reduced
personnel costs from $19,725 to $1,591. Miscellaneous online costs were reduced from $1,183 to
0.

GAF Permit Log, Respondents

Total number of respondents 43

Total annual responses (12 x 43) 516
Frequency of response = 12 trips/respondent

Total annual time burden (17.20 hr) 17 hr
Estimated response time = 2 min

Total personnel costs ($37/hr x 17 hr) $629

Total miscellaneous costs 0

Online cost =0

GAF Permit Log, Federal Government
Total number of respondents

Total annual responses

Total annual time

Total personnel costs

Total miscellaneous costs

[oNeNoNoNo]

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information. NMFS will retain control over the information and
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to Question 10
of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

The GAF electronic landing report is submitted electronically to NMFS through eFISH. The
GAF permit log is printed on the back of each respondent’s permit and is not submitted to
NMFS.

The Charter Logbook is a paper logbook issued by ADF&G that is made available to each person
receiving a business license to operate as a charter vessel business. The Charter Logbooks are
maintained onboard charter vessels; however, the data sheets are submitted to ADF&G. Per the
ADF&G procedure, Charter Logbooks are not available for the public to print from the Internet.

ADF&G is currently testing an electronic charter logbook with anticipated implementation in
2018. This electronic logbook will reduce time required for charter vessel guides to complete and
submit logbooks.



4. Describe your efforts to identify duplication.

None of the information collected as part of this information collection duplicates other
collections. This information collection is part of a specialized technical program that is not like
any other.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Halibut charter businesses regulated under this action are all or are almost all expected to be
small entities, based upon SBA criteria that their annual gross revenue, from all sources, does not
exceed $7.5 million.

This collection-of-information does not impose a significant impact on small entities.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Management measures to limit charter harvests to their catch limits are established by the IPHC
annually. The selection of the appropriate management measures is based in part on estimated
harvest under the previous annual management measures, and estimates of future catch limits
and charter angler effort. Charter angler harvest is estimated from the ADF&G Charter Logbook.

Without the ADF&G Charter Logbook, or a similar collection of information, it would be
difficult, if not impossible, to estimate charter harvest with any level of confidence. Therefore, it
would be unknown if modifications to the annual management measures were required to limit
harvest to the charter catch limits. This uncertainty could lead to conflicts between the charter
and commercial sectors, if it were perceived that the commercial sector was being held to its
catch limits under the HCS Plan, but the charter sector was allowed to exceed their limits.
Without reliable estimates of charter harvest, the goals of the HCS Plan to maintain each sector’s
catch to its limit under the HCS Plan could be compromised.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

The submission of ADF&G Charter Logbook sheets to ADF&G is dependent on current State
requirements for guided sport fish fisheries off Alaska. The GAF permit log is printed on the
back on each GAF permit.



8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on October 20, 2016 (81 FR 72571) solicited public
comments. Comment period ended Monday, December 19, 2016. No comments were received.

In addition, a survey was sent to participants to further solicit comments. We received
comments from two charter fishermen.

The first commenter noted that they sometimes have trouble accessing the internet to file the
electronic GAF landing report. He was happy to be informed of the availability of the manual
GAF landing report and said that they would keep a copy of the manual landing report form
onboard each boat to help gather information and speed the process when making electronic
landing reports in the future. He further stated that the electronic landing report is
straightforward and specific and that no changes are needed to it. He commented that the GAF
permit log is fine and should be left as is. Finally, he commented that any more recordkeeping
beyond what they are currently required to do would be onerous.

The second commenter provided the following comments:

State of Alaska Logbooks : My captains and | use the State of Alaska logbooks every day and
find that the logbooks are adequate for recording necessary information about each excursion we
offer. It only takes a few minutes to fill out. The only suggestion | would offer is that is a vessel
is taking more than 6 people or is taking the same people for multiple days, that they are not
required to re-write the fishing license number down every day for the same group. The GAF
landing form works well and the electronic version is easily navigated. It has adequate
information to be used for any fishermen. | have used it for years and not found it to be too
burdensome. Overall, the methods of data collection are not overly burdensome and have over
the years provided accurate data that is necessary to determine the harvest levels of the charter
fleet in Alaska.

Response: NMFS does not have the authority to revise the requirement that guides complete a
new logbook page for each day or to revise the data that are required to be submitted on the State
of Alaska logbooks. The State requires a separate logbook page for each day for the species that
they manage. NMFS forwarded this comment to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game for its
consideration. ADF&G is in the process of implementing an electronic logbook that will greatly
reduce the time required to complete record-keeping and reporting requirements of the charter
halibut fishery, especially when guides are taking the same anglers on multiple trips. The
electronic logbook will automatically populate many of the data fields, and guides will have the
ability to copy all of the angler license information from previous trips without having to rewrite
or reenter it. This will save guides time as well as improve data timeliness and accuracy.
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9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payment or gift will be provided under this program.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

Responses to this information request are confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act as amended in 2006. Responses are also confidential under NOAA Administrative
Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

The information submitted in the ADF&G logbook collected is protected by Alaska State
confidentiality statute AS 16.05.815.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

This information collection does not involve information of a sensitive nature.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Estimated total respondents: 583 (including the 43 who complete the two GAF reports) instead
of 696. Estimated total responses: 39,042 instead of 70,992. Estimated total burden hours:
2,594 instead of 4,733 hr. Estimated total personnel costs: $ 95,978 instead of $ 118,325.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12

above).

Estimated total miscellaneous costs: $7,882 instead of $ 2,366.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Estimated total responses: 516 instead of 23,664. Estimated total burden hours: 9 hr instead of
394 hr. Estimated total personnel costs: $655,333 instead of $ 669,578.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

No Program Changes.
Adjustments are made to reflect current numbers.

ADF&G Charter Halibut Logbook

a decrease of 113 respondents, 583 instead of 696

an increase of 14,346 responses, 38,010 instead of 23,664

an increase of 562 burden hours, 2,534 hr instead of 1,972 hr

11



an increase of $42,458 personnel cost, $93,758 instead of $49,300
an increase of $7,882 in mailing costs from the previous estimate of zero.

GAF Electronic Landing Report

a decrease of 653 respondents, 43 instead of 696

a decrease of 23,148 responses, 516 instead of 23,664

a decrease of 1,929burden,43instead of 1,972 hr

a decrease of $47,709 personnel cost, $1,591 instead of $49,300
a decrease of $1,183 miscellaneous cost, 0 instead of $1,183

GAF Permit Log

a decrease of 653 respondents, 43 instead of 696

a decrease of 23,148 responses, 516 instead of 23,664

a decrease of 772 burden, 17 instead of 789 hr

a decrease of $19,096 personnel cost, $629 instead of $19,725
a decrease of $1,183 miscellaneous cost, 0 instead of $1,183

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The overall results of the information collection will be made available to the public through the
Council and IPHC meeting processes. This information is typically available on the Internet at
http://www.npfmc.org/ and at http://www.iphc.int/.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The OMB number and expiration date will not be displayed on the Charter Logbook because it is
a document of ADF&G. In addition, the OMB number and expiration date will not be displayed
on the GAF permit log because it is a printed form on the back of the GAF permit.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

Not applicable.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.
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Revised: 05/12/2015 OMB Control No. 0648-0575 Expiration Date: 04/30/2017

The GAF permit holder must enter the following information for each retained GAF into the NMFS-approved electronic reporting system
at the end of a fishing trip.

NOAA Fisheries
Office for Law Enf
GAF ELECTRONIC P_O_°g03f21a767 nforcement
LANDING REPORT Juneau, AK 99802

Submit by FAX to Data Clerks at:
FAX: 907-586-7313
ADF&G Charter Logbook Number: Telephone: 800-304-4846 (aption 1)

E-Mail: enf.dataclerk@noaa.gov

o,
5
4
2
>
=
g
A
&

1. Name of Vessel

2. ADF&G Vessel Registration Number:

3. USCG Documentation Number:

4. Community Charter Halibut Permit ONLY

Community or Port Where Charter Vessel Fishing Trip Community or Port Where Charter Vessel Fishing Trip
Began Ended
5. GAF Permit Number: 6. ADF&G Sport Fishing 7. Total Number of GAF 8. Was this count from a
Guide License Num_ber (held | Caught and Retained: [ ] Single day trip
by charter vessel guide)
[ 1 Multi-day trip

CATCH INFORMATION
Date GAF Landed Length of GAF (inches)

Date GAF Landed Length of GAF (inches)

6
7
8
9

gl wWw|iN|PF
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PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing the instructions,
searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Assistant
Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Before completing this form please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information, subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless
that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is required to manage commercial
fishing efforts under 50 CFR 300 and 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) and the Northern
Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 (16 U.S.C. 773c); 3) The information collected is confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, as
amended in 2006. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of
fishery statistics.




NOAA Fisheries Guided Angler Fish (GAF) Reporting Form

Confirmation Number: (Complete only if this report is being submitted to change a
previously reported GAF landing.)

Reason for Submitting Manual Reporting Form (Complete only if this report is being submitted in lieu of the required
electronic report):

Date / Time Reported:

GAF Permit Number:

GAF Permit Holder ID#:

GAF Permit Holder Name:

Guide License Number:

ADF&G Saltwater Logbook Number:

USCG Vessel Documentation Number:
OR
State Vessel Registration Number:

Trip Start Location (CQE ONLY):

Trip End Location (CQE ONLY):

Number of GAF Harvested:

Multi-day Fishing Trip (CIRCLE ONE): YES / NO

Harvest Date Logbook Page Number Halibut Length

Name of Person Submitting Report: Contact Number:

Signhature:

Data Tech Signature / Date:




Revised: 12/19/2016 OMB Control No. 0648-0575 Expiration Date: 04/30/2017
201X Guided Angler Fishing (GAF) Permit

Issued: Day/Month/Year This permit expires: >

By NOAA Fisheries, Alaska Region October xx, 201X

fishing season)

2z
Zz
e
a
>
K]
3
2

4

o~

GAF permit holder: Name/NMFS ID

Address

Address
Regulatory Area: 2C or 3A GAF Permit No.: XXXX Number of GAF Authorized: XXX
Assigned Charter Halibut Permit No.: XXX Associated IFQ Permit No.: XXX

NOTES:

e A GAF permit authorizes a charter vessel angler to catch and retain GAF in the regulatory area listed on the permit during a charter vessel fishing trip
authorized by the charter halibut permit that is assigned to the GAF permit.

o A GAF permit and the assigned charter halibut permit must be carried on board the vessel used to harvest GAF at all times that GAF are on board and
must be presented for inspection on request of any authorized officer.

o A GAF permit and associated GAF permit logs must be retained and made available for inspection by an authorized enforcement officer for two years
after the date of the fishing trip in which GAF were retained.

e The number of GAF retained may not exceed the number of GAF in the GAF permit holder’s account at the time the fish are retained. GAF may not be
retained by charter vessel anglers after the expiration date shown on the GAF permit. GAF account balances may be obtained online at
http://putURLhere or by calling 1-800-304-4846.

e The number of GAF authorized is the total number transferred for the year, as of the date the GAF permit was issued. During a year, no more than 400

GAF may be transferred to a charter halibut permit endorsed for six anglers or fewer, and no more than 600 GAF may be transferred to a charter halibut
permit endorsed for more than six anglers.

GAF Permit Log: Upon retention of a GAF halibut, the charter vessel guide must immediately record on the GAF permit log (see back of this permit):
¢ Date that GAF was caught and retained

¢ Length of GAF. Halibut lengths are measured to the nearest inch in a straight line (not following the curve of the body) from the anterior-most tip of the
lower jaw with the mouth closed to the extreme end of the middle of the tail.
¢  GAF electronic landing report confirmation number

Marking GAF: Charter vessel guides must immediately mark retained GAF by removing the tips of the upper and lower lobes of the caudal (tail) fin.
Additionally, if filleted, the charter vessel guide is required to retain the carcass showing caudal fin clips until the halibut fillets are offloaded.

GAF Electronic Report: For each charter vessel fishing trip on which GAF are retained, GAF permit holders must complete a GAF electronic report before
11:59 p.m. (Alaska local time) on the last day of a charter trip in which a charter vessel angler retained GAF. The electronic reporting website is available at
http:///putURLhere. After successful completion of the electronic report, a confirmation number will be issued as a receipt. Record the electronic report
confirmation number on the GAF permit log. This confirmation will also show the balance of GAF remaining in the GAF permit holder’s account.
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Public reporting for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing the instructions, searching the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to
Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

Before completing this form please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information, subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information is mandatory and is
required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR 300 and 50 CFR part 679 and under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) and the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 (16
U.S.C. 773c); 3) The information collected is confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, as amended in 2006. They are also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets

forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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above. Pursuant to section 751(c)(2) of
the Act, the Department intends to
initiate the next sunset review of this
order not later than 30 days prior to the
fifth anniversary of the effective date of
continuation.

This five-year (sunset) review and this
notice are in accordance with sections
751(c) and 777(1)(1) of the Act and 19
CFR 351.218(f)(4).

Dated: October 12, 2016.
Paul Piquado,

Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2016—25431 Filed 10-19-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE978

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Gouncil (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Herring Advisory Panel to consider
actions affecting New England fisheries
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, November 8, 2016 at 10:30
a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Four Points by Sheraton, 1 Audubon
Road, Wakefield, MA 01880; telephone:
(781) 245-9300.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Advisory Panel review
alternatives and analyses prepared for
Framework Adjustment 5 to the Atlantic
Herring Fishery Management Plan
(FMP), an action considering
modification of accountability measures
(AMs) that trigger if the sub-ACL of
Georges Bank haddock is exceeded by
the midwater trawl herring fishery. The

panel may recommend preferred
alternatives for the Committee to
consider for final action. The panel will
also review additional Plan
Development Team analysis and
Committee discussion of the range of
measures developed to date related to
localized depletion and user conflicts
that will be considered in Amendment
8 to the Atlantic Herring FMP as well as
review plans for future workshop on
Management Strategy Evaluation of
Atlantic Herring Acceptable Biological
Catch control rules being considered in
Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring
FMP. Other business may be discussed
as necessary.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465—0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 17, 2016.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2016—25394 Filed 10-19-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Alaska Pacific
Halibut Fisheries: Charter
Recordkeeping

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before December 19,
2016.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Patsy A. Bearden, (907) 586—
7008 or Patsy.Bearden@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Management of and regulations for
Pacific halibut in Alaska are developed
on the international, Federal, and state
levels by the International Pacific
Halibut Commission (IPHC), the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
(Council), National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), Alaska Region and the
State of Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (ADF&G). The IPHC and NMFS
manage fishing for Pacific halibut
through regulations established under
authority of the Convention between the
United States Halibut Fishery of the
Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea
(Convention), the Northern Pacific
Halibut Act of 1982, 16 U.S.C. 773c
(Halibut Act), and Section 303(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). Regulations that
implement this collection-of-
information are found at 50 CFR part
300.60 through 300.66 and at 50 CFR
679.5(1)(7).

Annual catch quotas are determined
by the IPHC, and Federal responsibility
for halibut management extends to
halibut stocks and fishing activity
within State of Alaska waters. In order
to manage halibut effectively,
international and Federal managers
need information on halibut fishing
effort and harvest by all user groups,
including the guided sport charter
sector of the fishery.

Federal regulations at 50 CFR 300.65
require charter vessel operators fishing
in IPHC Areas 2C and 3A to comply
with the ADF&G annual registration of
sport fishing guides and businesses and
ADF&G saltwater charter halibut
logbook. NMFS and ADF&G coordinate
closely in the development of this
information collection for the
monitoring and enforcement of the
charter vessel catch limit of halibut.

A Catch Sharing Program was
developed in IPHC Regulatory Areas 2C
and 3A for the guided sport and
commercial fisheries which authorized
commercial halibut quota share (QS)
holders to transfer individual fishing
quota (IFQ) as guided angler fish (GAF)
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to charter halibut permit holders. A
GAF electronic landing report and GAF
permit log were added to provide
efficiency in monitoring quota.

The primary objectives of the Catch
Sharing Program are to change the
annual process of allocating halibut
between the charter and commercial
fisheries in IPHC Areas 2C and 3A,
establish allocations that balance the
differing needs of the charter and
commercial sectors that also float with
varying levels of annual halibut
abundance, and specify a process for
determining harvest restrictions for
charter anglers that are intended to limit
harvest to the annual charter fishery
catch limit.

II. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of either
electronic or paper forms. Methods of
submittal include email of electronic
forms, and mail and facsimile
transmission of paper forms.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0575.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a currently approved
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other
For-profit; individuals or households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
696.

Estimated Time per Response: 5
minutes each for Charter halibut
logbook and GAF electronic landing
report; 2 minutes for GAF permit log.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 4,733.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $2,366 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: October 14, 2016.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2016-25327 Filed 10-19-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XC744

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Recovery Plans

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of Availability; request
for comments.

SUMMARY: The National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) announces the
availability of the Southern Distinct
Population Segment (DPS) of Eulachon
(Thaleichthys pacificus) Draft Recovery
Plan (Plan) for public review. NMFS is
soliciting review and comment from the
public and all interested parties on the
draft Plan, and will consider all
substantive comments received during
the review period before submitting the
Plan for final approval.

DATES: Comments and information on
the draft Plan must be received by close
of business on December 19, 2016.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified by NOAA-
NMFS-2016-0136 by either of the
following methods:

e Electronic Submissions: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;
D=NOAA-NMFS-2016-0136. Click the
‘Comment Now!” icon, complete the
required fields, and enter or attach your
comments.

e Mail: Submit written comments to
Robert Anderson, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1201 NE. Lloyd
Boulevard, Suite 1100, Portland, OR
97232.

Instructions: You must submit
comments by one of the above methods
to ensure that we receive, document,
and consider them. Comments sent by
any other method, to any other address
or individual, or received after the end
of the comment period, may not be
considered. All comments received are
a part of the public record and will
generally be posted for public viewing
on http://www.regulations.gov without
change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),

confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. We will accept
anonymous comments (enter “N/A” in
the required fields if you wish to remain
anonymous).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Anderson, NMFS Eulachon
Recovery Coordinator, at (503) 231—
2226, or robert.c.anderson@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On March 18, 2010, we listed the
southern DPS of eulachon as a
threatened species under the ESA (75
FR 13012). The listing of the DPS of
eulachon was informed by the best
available scientific and commercial data
and the status review conducted by a
Biological Review Team (BRT)
(Gustafson et al., 2010). The final
critical habitat rule for the listed DPS of
eulachon was published in the Federal
Register on October 20, 2011 (76 FR
65324). In 2013, we appointed a
recovery team and initiated recovery
planning for eulachon to assist the West
Coast Region with the development of
research and recovery actions for the
recovery plan. In 2015 we announced a
5-year review (80 FR 6695; February 6,
2015) for eulachon. Based on the 5-year
review, the southern DPS of eulachon
shall remain threatened under the ESA.
The 5-year review was completed April
1, 2016 (NMFS 2016) and is available at:
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.
gov/publications/status_reviews/other
species/other _marine_species_esa_
status_reviews.html.

Draft Recovery Plan

Recovery plans describe actions
beneficial to the conservation and
recovery of species listed under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA),
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
Section 4(f)(1) of the ESA requires that
recovery plans incorporate, to the
maximum extent practicable: (1)
Objective, measurable criteria which,
when met, would result in a
determination that the species is no
longer threatened or endangered; (2)
site-specific management actions
necessary to achieve the Plan’s goals;
and (3) estimates of the time required
and costs to implement recovery
actions. The ESA requires the
development of recovery plans for each
listed species unless such a plan would
not promote its recovery.

The Plan for eulachon was developed
by NMFS in cooperation with a recovery
team made up of experts from the
Washington Department of Fish and
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