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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
 

OMB CONTROL NO: 0648-0568 
 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: (1) Office of Education, Educational 
Partnership Program (EPP), (2) Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program; 

(3) Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; and, (4) National Marine Fisheries Service 
Recruitment, Training, and Research Program  

 
A. JUSTIFICATION  
 
This request is for revision and extension of a current information collection.   

  
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
 
The Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is 
authorized by section 4002 of the America COMPETES Act, Pub. Law 110-69, to establish and 
administer a Graduate Sciences Program and two undergraduate scholarship programs to 
enhance understanding of ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, and atmospheric science and stewardship 
by the general public and other coastal stakeholders, including underrepresented groups in ocean 
and atmospheric science and policy careers.  In addition, NOAA’s Administrator is authorized 
by section 214 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005, Pub. Law 108-447, to establish 
and administer the Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program to support 
undergraduate studies in oceanic and atmospheric science, research, technology, and education 
that support NOAA’s mission and programs.  
 
The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program is authorized at 16 U.S.C. 1445c-1 and 16 U.S.C. 
1445c to recognize outstanding achievement in oceanography, marine biology or maritime 
archaeology (including all science, engineering, and resource management of ocean and coastal 
areas) particularly by women and members of minority groups. For more information about the 
Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program, go to http://fosterscholars.noaa.gov/. 
 
The 2007 reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act directed that a study be conducted to 
determine if a shortage exists in the number of individuals with post-baccalaureate degrees who 
have the ability to conduct high quality scientific research in fishery stock assessment, fishery 
population dynamics, and related fields for government, non-profit, and private sector entities 
(P.L. 109-479, sec. 217). In response to the shortage identified by the report, the Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) of NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
created the Recruiting, Training, and Research (RTR) Program to increase the quality and 
quantity of stock assessment scientists entering the discipline.  
 
NOAA’s Office of Education (OEd) administers scholarship programs and one grant program – 
the Educational Partnership Program (EPP) with Minority Serving Institutions (MSI) 
Cooperative Science Centers (CSC). The OEd maintains a Student and Performance Measures 
Tracking System (SPMTS) with student data from all the programs it administers. NOAA OEd 
staff enters data for the scholarship programs. The EPP CSCs enter and update the SPMTS for 
their students. Information submitted by program alumni via the Voluntary Alumni Update 
System (the previously approved alumni form) is automatically captured within the SPTMS. 

http://www.dsca.mil/programs/LPA/2005/getdoc.cgi_dbname=108_cong_public_laws&docid=f_publ447.108.pdf
http://fosterscholars.noaa.gov/
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Student applicant information, including information provided by references, will be collected 
for the Educational Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions Undergraduate 
Scholarship Program and the Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program. During 
their summer internships, Hollings and EPP scholars complete, during their summer internships 
of eight weeks, a biweekly online training record to track accomplishments (max 2000 
characters per week) and hours worked.  
 
In addition, OEd has included the alumni form in this collection, recently revised with OMB 
approval, but now including two additional sets of alumni, as described below.  OEd believes 
this information is necessary because NOAA desires to know whether the NOAA funded 
students pursue and complete NOAA-related science degrees, whether the students are 
employed by NOAA, NOAA contractor or otherwise in NOAA-related fields, or are involved in 
other programs due to their NOAA-funded education and training. 
 
NOAA OEd collects information on post-graduation activities to assess the following: 1) 
whether students pursue and complete advanced degrees in NOAA-related sciences, 2) whether 
students gain employment with NOAA, NOAA contractors or other employers which address 
NOAA’s mission, 3) receive fellowships or awards as a result of their NOAA-funded education 
and training, and, 4) publish scholarly works in peer-reviewed journals. 
 
The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program (OMB Control No. 0648-0432) and the Recruiting, 
Training, and Research Program also collect alumni data.  As the RTR workshops are run by its 
host universities (Virginia Tech 2004-2011, University of Florida 2012-Present), previous 
evaluations have been conducted using university-approved (IRB-approved) evaluation forms.  
The Voluntary Alumni Update System (VAUS) is used by the following four programs to track 
former students over time, specifically related to NOAA objectives. 

 
1. Office of Education, Educational Partnership Program with Minority Serving 

Institutions; 
2. Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program; 
3. Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; and, 
4. National Marine Fisheries Service Recruitment, Training and Research Program. 

 
2. Explain how, by whom, frequently, and for what purpose the information will be used.  
If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Education Programs and Their Purposes 
NOAA recognizes outstanding scholarship and encourages independent graduate level research 
– particularly by female and underrepresented students – in ocean and atmospheric science and 
policy careers.   
The purpose of the OEd Educational Partnership Program (EPP) with Minority Serving 
Institutions is to educate, train and graduate students in NOAA-mission sciences.  OEd EPP is 
strongly committed to broadening the participation of Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs) such 
as Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Hispanic Serving Institutions, Indian Tribally 

http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/edlite-minorityinst.html
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Controlled Colleges and Universities, Alaska Native-Serving Institutions, and Native Hawaiian-
Serving Institutions. NOAA’s OEd EPP/MSI partnership is comprised of four program 
components:    
 The Undergraduate Scholarship Program (USP) provides an opportunity for rising 

junior and senior students to study disciplines relating to the NOAA's mission. Students 
attending MSIs (Hispanic Serving Institutions, Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, Tribal Colleges and Universities, Alaskan-Native Serving Institutions, and 
Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions) conduct internships at approved NOAA offices 
and sites upon acceptance to the program.  

 The Graduate Sciences Program (GSP) is aimed primarily at increasing opportunities 
for students in NOAA-related fields to pursue research and educational training in 
atmospheric, environmental, remote sensing and oceanic sciences at MSI when possible. 
The GSP offers between two years (master's candidates) to four years (doctoral students) 
of NOAA-related research and training opportunities. (CLOSED to new students)  

  The Environmental Entrepreneurship Program’s (EEP) provides funding to eligible 
MSIs on a competitive basis to provide students with training in the application of 
NOAA sciences in order to foster economic development opportunities. EEP facilitates 
partnerships among MSIs; various NOAA offices; academic research, government and 
business organizations that can help prepare students with appropriate knowledge and 
skills to exploit environmental tools and technological resources. (CLOSED to new 
students) 

 The Cooperative Science Centers’ (CSCs) objectives are to educate and graduate 
students in NOAA-related sciences, to conduct research in support of NOAA’s mission, 
and to build capacity within the collaborating institutions.  EPP established five 
Cooperative Science Centers at MSIs to advance collaborative research in the NOAA-
related (pertains to NOAA’s mission) sciences. The first four Cooperative Science 
Centers were established in 2001 and the fifth Center in 2006.  The 2011 and 2016 grant 
awards resulted in four Cooperative Science Centers (the previous ones existed only 
through their grant durations). The Center Director, Deputy Director and Distinguished 
Scientist at each Center develop and lead key education and research activities.  

For more information about the Educational Partnership Program, visit: 
http://www.noaa.gov/office-education. 
 
 
The purpose of the Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program is to:  

1. Increase undergraduate training in oceanic and atmospheric science, research, 
technology, and education and foster multidisciplinary training opportunities;  

2. Increase public understanding and support for stewardship of the ocean and atmosphere 
and improve environmental literacy;  

3. Recruit and prepare students for public service careers with NOAA and other natural 
resource and science agencies at the federal, state and local levels of government; and,  

4. Recruit and prepare students for careers as teachers and educators in oceanic and 
atmospheric science and to improve scientific and environmental education in the United 
States. 

For more information about the Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program, visit: 
http://www.noaa.gov/office-education/hollings-scholarship 

http://www.noaa.gov/office-education
http://www.noaa.gov/office-education/hollings-scholarship
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The purpose of the Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program is to support independent graduate 
level research through financial support of graduate studies in the fields of oceanography, 
marine biology or maritime archaeology (including all science, engineering, and resource 
management of ocean and coastal areas). The program seeks to increase the number of women 
and minorities in these scientific disciplines, particularly as they relate to the mission of the 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS).  
 
The purpose of the NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Recruiting, 
Training, and Research (RTR) Program is to: 1) recruit top quantitative undergraduate 
students from across the country, 2) station a NMFS stock assessment scientist at a university 
with a well-respected fisheries program in the southeastern U.S. to perform many of the critical 
tasks of a faculty member, including teaching graduate courses and supervising graduate 
students in the discipline, and 3) support additional graduate students in the discipline.  
 
 
OEd Student Tracker Database 
The OEd Student Tracker Database maintains data for all students receiving funding under the 
following programs:  
 EPP/MSI Undergraduate Scholarship Program; 
 EPP/MSI Graduate Sciences Program; 
 EPP/MSI  Environmental Entrepreneurship Program; 
 EPP/MSI Cooperative Science Centers; and, 
 Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program. 

 
The collection of student data is a program requirement that enables OEd to assess compliance 
with its performance measures, described below.  NOAA’s OEd staff maintains this database 
and updates it and thus no public burden is incurred for this portion of the input to the database.  
Information on CSC students is entered by CSC program coordinators or principal investigators, 
as required by a special award condition.  
 
OEd requires that NOAA-funded Cooperative Science Center student data be provided annually, 
though updates may be made at any time.  Regular updates on the post-education activities of 
alumni is strongly encouraged. Updates made by alumni to the Voluntary Alumni Update 
System (VAUS), previously referred to as the alumni form, are captured automatically by 
SPTMS.  
 
The VAUS is used to collect post-graduation information about the student.  NOAA needs to 
determine whether NOAA-funded students pursue and complete post-graduate NOAA-related 
science degrees, are employed by NOAA or a NOAA contractor, or in fields related to NOAA’s 
mission.    
 
The collected student data is also tabulated to provide the status on progress of all OEd 
programs’ performance measures. 
 
Student Scholarship Training Record 
During their summer internships, Hollings and EPP undergraduate scholars are required to 
complete a biweekly Training Record (SSTR) which logs their hours, activities and 
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accomplishments. 
 
Performance Measures 

Graduate Sciences Program (closed to new students) 
 Number of graduate sciences program students hired in NOAA Line Offices. 

 
 Undergraduate Scholarship Program  
 Number of undergraduate scholarship students attending MSIs who are trained and 

graduate in NOAA-related sciences;  
 Number of undergraduate scholarship students attending MSIs who pursue graduate 

work in NOAA-related sciences; and, 
 Number of undergraduate scholarship students attending MSIs who are hired by NOAA, 

NOAA Contractors and other natural resources and science agencies at the Federal, 
State, local and tribal levels.  

  
Ernest Hollings Scholarship Program   
 Number of Hollings scholarship students who are trained in NOAA-related sciences, 

research technology, and education;  
 Number of Hollings scholarship students who are hired by NOAA and other natural 

resource and science agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels;  
 The number of students from the Hollings Program who teach and become educators in 

NOAA-related sciences; and,  
 The number of Hollings students who pursue graduate work in NOAA-related sciences.  
  
Environmental Entrepreneurship Program (Closed to new students) 
 Number of students who receive training and experiential learning opportunities in 

NOAA-related environmental business enterprises. 
 

Cooperative Science Centers 
 Number of students from underrepresented communities who are trained and graduate in 

NOAA mission sciences annually; 
 Number of students who are trained and graduate in NOAA mission sciences annually; 
 Number of students completing experiential opportunities at NOAA facilities; 
 Number of EPP-funded students who are hired by NOAA, NOAA contractors and other 

environmental, natural resource, and science agencies at the Federal, State, local and 
tribal levels, in academia and the private sector; 

 Number of collaborative research projects undertaken between NOAA and MSI partners 
in support of NOAA operations; 

 Number of students and faculty who participate in and complete postdoctoral level 
research programs in support of the NOAA mission; 

 Number of peer reviewed papers published in NOAA mission sciences by scientists 
(faculty, postdoctoral fellows, and students) sponsored by NOAA EPP;  

 Funds leveraged with NOAA EPP funds (including student support) ; and, 
 Number of outreach participants engaged in NOAA mission relevant learning 

opportunities. 
 
For the CSCs, the allocated funds are tracked.  For the award period beginning in 2016, fifty 
(50) percent of CSC funding, including the lead and all partner institutions, is mandated for 
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direct student support. For prior award periods, the minimum amount required for direct student 
support was thirty percent of the award. Direct Student Support means CSC funds directly paid 
for support of CSC-support eligible post-secondary students in the following budget 
subcategories: 1) tuition; undergraduate student scholarship; graduate student fellowship; 2) 
travel (to participate in experiential research at NOAA facilities or other CSCs or NOAA 
programs, present at scientific conferences/meetings, training, professional development); 3) 
salaries and fringe benefits; stipend (for laboratory/computer/equipment fees, books, 
transportation and lodging support when conducting CSC/NOAA research activities) and 4); 
registration (for conferences, workshops or Forum). 

 
To measure the impact of OEd programs, the data collected are compared to the available data in 
the national education databases (e.g., National Science Foundation and National Center for 
Education Statistics) and NOAA workforce management database.  Furthermore, the student 
data collection identifies degree pipeline areas (BS, MS, or PhD) and where OEd and its 
academic partners may target recruitment for its’ NOAA-related science educational and 
training programs.  NOAA scholarship programs produce a pool of qualified candidates that 
may be hired by NOAA and help to sustain a world-class NOAA organization.    

   
The collected student data is also tabulated to provide the status on progress of all programs’ 
performance measures. 
   
Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program Performance Measure 
 Number of Postsecondary Students in Higher Education Programs 

 
Performance measures for the RTR Program include the percentage of participants who end up 
working for NOAA and the percentage of participants who enter National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Field of Study #055 (Fishing & Fisheries Sciences/Management). 
 
Results of this collection which demonstrate the effectiveness and impact of OEd programs may 
be submitted for publication in peer-reviewed or grey literature. In this event, data would be 
reported in anonymous and aggregate form according to occupation fields commonly used by 
other Federal agencies such as National Science Foundation, Department of Education and 
Census Bureau. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information. NOAA Office of Education will retain control over 
the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. 
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
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3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  
 
The collection of information will primarily entail web-based forms with electronic fillable 
forms (e.g., PDF forms) as a back-up.  Applicants, alumni and grant recipients will complete the 
web-based forms that will automatically be transferred to a database.  In the event that the web-
based method is not functional, the applicants and grant recipients may complete fillable forms 
that may be sent electronically or mailed.  
  
4. Describe the efforts to identify duplication.  
 
Cooperative Science Center student data and information are unique to the program component 
in that they are not collected by any other entity.    The NOAA scholarship applications are 
unique in that the applications require responses to NOAA-related questions.  The common 
alumni form (VAUS) is used by the following programs: (1) Office of Education Educational 
Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions; (2) Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate 
Scholarship Program. The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; and Recruiting, Training, and 
Research (RTR) Program will disseminate the alumni form via Google Forms or Survey 
Monkey. 
   
5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or small entities, describe the 
methods used to minimize the burden.  
 
Not applicable.   
  
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If the collection is not conducted, the data will not be available to support program performance 
assessments and NOAA program reports.   
  
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not applicable.  
  
8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported.  
 
A Federal Register notice was published on Wednesday, October 5, 2016 (81FR 69045). No 
public comments were received on the proposed information collection. 
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Comments solicited through other venues: 
 
Student and Performance Measures Tracking System (SPMTS) 
In anticipation of a redesign of the SPMTS user interface, comments were solicited from the 
primary non-NOAA users of the SPMTS, the four Cooperative Science Center program 
coordinators in December 2015 regarding the function of the system and recommendations for 
improvement. This feedback is being used to streamline the system for efficiency and utility. 
The new student tracking system is targeted for initial launch and testing in Spring 2017, at 
which time a revised data collection request will be submitted. Below are some comments on the 
current SPMTS: 
 

As a user, I found the system easy to access but cumbersome to input given the various 
categories and different reporting times. Inputting new students was not difficult; 
however, updating a student's file appeared to be confusing. For example, is there a field 
that indicates the last update?  
 
Response: Yes we do maintain a separate database for all supported students. Yes, a 
more robust query/data access functions would eliminate duplication and omission of 
data. 
 
One aspect of the SPMTS that makes using it difficult for reporting and data analysis is 
that when we download a report from the system, different types of information about an 
individual student are reported separately. 
 
Post-Education – this screen is worthless without a date for when the entry was made. 
Going back 10 years and trying to decide what the sequence of someone’s career path 
has been, is impossible.  There should be a field that automatically enters that day’s date 
for when the entry is made.  This is also true of all the “experience”, etc. screens. 

The redesign of the system will address these comments by streamlining the data entry and 
update processes, eliminating redundant fields, and establishing a date/user stamp to denote 
when and by whom each entry/update was made. In addition, the system will allow queries of 
student records by any/all student attributes, greatly enhancing the utility of the system. The 
most significant change will be to post-graduate records, which will allow a student’s entire 
career trajectory to be captured. 
 
Cooperative Science Center Student Data 
In December 2016, the four Cooperative Science Centers were asked to provide the time it takes 
to submit data entries to the SPMTS.  NOAA’s Office of Education received feedback from the 
four Cooperative Science Centers and the average time to enter the data was twenty eight (28) 
hours. NOAA’s Office of Education has revised our response time estimate accordingly.  
   
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
 Not applicable.  
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  
 
As needed, student information may be disclosed to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Office of Civil Rights and the Workforce Management Office to assist the Office 
of Education in completing and maintaining the student tracker records.  The justification for 
sharing information on a need to know basis within the agency is provided explicitly within the 
statutory language of the Privacy Act.  See 5 U.S.C. 552a(b)(1). 
 
As needed, student information may be disclosed to entities outside of NOAA for purposes 
related to program management under the routine uses described in System of Records Notice 
NOAA-14, published September 17, 2015 (text below). For example, OEd has enlisted the 
National Student Clearinghouse to search student records to verify degree completion and 
enrollment in advanced degree programs. Student data are transmitted using secure means (e.g. 
Accellion) in compliance with NOAA and DOC privacy policies. 

 8. A record in this system may be transferred to the Office of Personnel 
Management or to the National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and 
Engineering Statistics (NCSES) or to an evaluation contractor for personnel research 
purposes, as a data source for management information; for the production of summary 
descriptive statistics and analytical studies in support of the function for which the 
records are collected and maintained; or for related manpower studies. 

 
The physical electronic OEd files are protected from access outside of NOAA and outside of 
Office of Education by a system of firewalls and routers.  Whenever feasible, applications are 
hosted within the internally protected network to limit access by NOAA personnel only.  
Restricted access is employed so that only authorized users within the NOAA Office of 
Education scholarship team have access to the scholarship files. 
 
The OEd student scholarship programs’ paper application is destroyed after the evaluation and 
selection of NOAA student scholars.  The student name, street address, telephone number and 
email address are maintained electronically in a secured location on the NOAA server, as is the 
student tracker database. Access to the electronic files on the OEd shared drive requires 
username/password combinations to retrieve the information.    
  
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private.  
 
 Not applicable.  

  
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  

  
The student and performance measures tracking system web-form is required annually from 
four (4) NOAA Educational Partnership Program Cooperative Science Center grant recipients 
though additional updates may be made at any time. The completion of the student tracker 
database form by each program coordinator, containing information on all students within 
his/her grant program, is expected to take a maximum of 28 hours to enter data for an average 
of 200 students and performance measures. In other words, each time a program coordinator 
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completes the student and performance measures report, the report includes updated 
information on approximately 200 students and 16 performance measures. A report is 
considered one response (including information on 200 students and 16 performance 
measures). There are 4 program coordinators; thus, the total reports/responses are 4. Each 
report takes 28 hours; thus, 4 x 28 hours makes a total burden for this information collection, 
annually, of 112 hours, a 60% reduction in total burden from the previous collection. 
  
Based on the previous three-years of applications, OEd expects to receive an average of 
approximately 550 undergraduate scholarship programs (USP and Hollings) applications.   
Subject to the appropriated funds, approximately 10 and 150 students are selected annually for 
the USP and Hollings scholarship program, respectively.  Completion of the undergraduate 
scholarship programs application is estimated to take 12 hours.  Based on 550 applications, 
OEd calculates 1100 reference forms (two references per application).  Completion of the 
undergraduate scholarship programs reference form is estimated to take 1 hour. Burden: 6,600 
hours for applications and 1100 hours for references. 
 
Completion of the biweekly Student Scholarship Training Record is expected to take 
approximately 30 minutes and would be submitted 4 times by each scholar during the 8 week 
summer internship period. 
  
It is estimated that 100 Alumni Update Forms will be received from four programs through 
the VAUS.  A total of 162 forms were completed during the previous two years for an average 
of 81 forms annually. Completion of the alumni form is estimated to take 5-6 minutes (0.1 
hrs), for a total of 1 hour. The alumni form will be used by the following four NOAA 
programs: 
1. Office of Education, Educational Partnership Program; 
2. Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program; 
3. Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; and, 
4. National Marine Fisheries Service Recruitment, Training and Research Program. 
  
Table 1: Respondent, Burden, Cost Chart 
 
Requirement # of Respondents # of 

Responses 
per 
Respondent 

Total # of 
Responses 

Response 
Time (hours) 

Total Burden 
(hours) 

Labor Rate 
per hour ($) 

Labor Cost to 
Public per 
Burden Hour 

Student and 
Performance Measures 
Tracking System Form 

4 1 4 28 112 35 3,920 

Undergraduate 
Scholarship Program 
Application 

550 1 550 12 6,600 8 52,800 

Undergraduate 
Scholarship Program 
Reference Form 

1,100 1 1,100 1 1,100 40 44,000 

Student Scholarship 
Training Record Form 

135 4 540 0.5 270 15 4,050 

Alumni Update Form for 
Student Scholarship 
Programs 

100 1 100 0.1 10 30 300 

TOTAL REQUESTED 1,889  2,294  8,092  105,070 
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13.   Provide an estimate of the total annual recordkeeping/reporting cost burden to the 
respondents resulting from the collection (excluding the valued of the burden hours in 
Question 12 above).  
  
OEd furnishes paper applications to prospective scholars upon request in the event that they 
cannot access the web-based form. No such requests were received within the last three years. 
Based on this average, OEd expects to receive at most two mailed scholarship program 
applications annually.  It is estimated that it will cost each applicant a maximum of $25 for 
photocopying and mailing of the application packages (if Fedex is used), with a total possible 
cost of $50.    
  
14.   Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal Government.  
  
Total annualized cost is $35,400.  The figure represents salary dollars needed to process the 
collected data (430 hours @$80.00 per hour = $34,400) and $1,000 printing costs.  The 430 
hours is based on the following: 
 100 hours to process, verify and validate, the student data from the CSC;  
 55 hours to conduct administrative review on the Hollings and USP student applications 

and reference forms (5-6 minutes per application)  
 275 hours to review Hollings and USP applications for merit. 

 
15.   Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.  
 
Program Changes:  
 
SPMTS Form: Due to a change in the special award conditions for the CSC award beginning in 
2016, submission of updates to the SPMTS form by CSCs is now required once, rather than 
three times, annually. 
 
Hollings/USP - Training Record - The addition of this new form increases number of annual 
responses by 540 and hours by 270, respectively. 
 
Adjustments:  New estimates are based on actual responses received during last 3 annual 
application cycles. 
Hollings/USP – Application Form: Decrease of 250 responses from 800 to 550, however, due to 
recent estimates of time to complete the application, the number of hours increased from 6,400 
to 6,600 
Hollings/USP – Reference Form: Decrease of 500 responses, from 1,600 to 1,100 and same 
decrease for hours 
Alumni Form: Decrease of 1,077 responses, from 1,177 to 100. Estimate of time to complete is 
reduced to 10 hours. 
 
Total mailing costs are now estimated at $50. 
 
16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  
 
The EPP and Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program student data (student name, research 
project and photographs) are posted on NOAA’s Office of Education web site, included in EPP 
newsletter articles, and submitted for press releases.  The number of NOAA OEd supported 
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students (by NOAA-scientific or technological discipline and program component) is included 
in Government program reports, used for program evaluation and analysis, and used for 
outreach and promotional purposes.  
 
OEd may also wish to submit for publication in peer-reviewed or grey literature, articles which 
report the impact of NOAA education programs on national statistics on STEM education. In 
this event, data would be reported in anonymous and aggregate form according to occupation 
fields commonly used by other Federal agencies such as National Science Foundation, 
Department of Education and Census Bureau. For example, OEd may report total numbers of 
students graduated by NOAA mission field and, where applicable, by ethnicity in order to 
demonstrate impact on diversity in these fields. 
 
17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  
  
Not applicable.  
  
18. Explain each exception the certification statement.  
 
 Not applicable.  
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
 

OMB CONTROL NO: 0648-0568 
 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: (1) Office of Education, Educational 
Partnership Program (EPP) with Minority Serving Institutions (MSI), (2) Ernest F. 

Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program; (3) Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship 
Program; and, (4) National Marine Fisheries Service Recruitment, Training, and 

Research (RTR) Program  
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
  
This section applies only to the student alumni form. 
 
1. Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved.  
 
 
The alumni form was deployed online as the Voluntary Alumni Update System (VAUS) in 
2014, at which time a response rate of 60% was targeted. Since then, 162 responses were 
received in the system for an average of 81 per year, a response rate of approximately 3%. In an 
effort to increase the response rate, OEd will circulate a reminder to complete the form three 
times annually, rather than once. As a result, the expected response rate has been revised to 
10%, higher than the actual response rate, but below the previous estimate of 60%.. 
 
Table 2: Potential respondent universe and expected response rates 

Population Sample  
Sample Size 

Expected 
Response 
Rate 10% 

EPP/MSI Cooperative Science Center 
Alumni 

Census 1400 140 

Ernest F. Hollings Scholarship Alumni Census 1200 120 
EPP/MSI Undergraduate Scholarship 
Alumni 

Census 180 18 

EPP/MSI Graduate Sciences Scholarship 
Alumni 

Census 56 6 

Nancy Foster Scholarship Alumni Census 40 4 
NMFS RTR Program Alumni Census 150 15 
 

 
 
  



2 

 
 
2. Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
As there will be censuses of the respective populations, there will be no sampling. 
 
3. Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate 
for the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 

 
● The questionnaire has been designed to be respondent-friendly (e.g., almost all questions 

are closed-ended, worded in a clear, easy to understand manner, and skip logic has been 
incorporated).  

 
Addressing Nonresponses 

● Several modalities are used to determine post-graduation outcomes and which mitigate 
non-responses by alumni themselves: 

1. OEd has commissioned a study, due for completion in Spring 2017, by 
Insight Policy Research, which surveyed more than 2,000 former scholars 
about their educational and employment achievements and whether their 
experience with NOAA programs helped them attain their goals. This 
study is covered by another data collection (OMB Control No. 0648-
0721). 

2. OEd staff conducted thorough online searches on all OEd graduates, 
which produced current employment and academic information on 
approximately 70% of OEd program participants.  

3. A cohort of approximately 800 students was submitted in 2015 to 
National Student Clearinghouse, which uses algorithmic methods to 
determine whether or not students completed their undergraduate degrees 
and if they subsequently enrolled in a graduate degree program.  

 
 4.   Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.  Tests are encouraged 
as effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved 
OMB must give prior approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act. 
 
Voluntary Alumni Data Form 
The revised alumni form (not yet final) was provided to four NOAA student alumni scholars to 
complete.  NOAA OEd Silver Spring received data and feedback from the experience using the 
form.  The data was uploaded into the SPMTS and the feedback on the experience was shared 
with the system developer. 
 
Sample 
Responses from two users of the revised alumni data form regarding time to complete the form: 
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 It took me perhaps 5 minutes max. 

 
I recall this was fairly quick process.  I couldn't imagine it exceeding more than [7 
minutes +/- 2 ] 

  
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Individuals Consulted on Statistical Design: 
Dr. John Baek, Education Evaluator, NOAA Office of Education developed the statistical 
design for the proposed evaluation study.  
 
If you have any questions about the statistical design of the study, please contact Dr. John Baek: 
john.baek@noaa.gov, 202-482-8189. 
 
Individual Who Will Overseeing Data Collection and Analysis: 
The evaluation system is designed to collect data through online survey systems. For Hollings 
and EPP, this is the Voluntary Alumni Update System. Nancy Foster will use Google Forms or 
Survey Monkey.  
 
Todd Christenson, NOAA Office of Education (todd.christenson@noaa.gov, 301.628.2916) will 
be responsible for overseeing the automated data collection process and for overseeing the 
functioning and maintenance of the evaluation system for EPP and Hollings.  
 
Seaberry Nachbar, Education Coordinator, NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
(seaberry.nachbar@noaa.gov, 240-472-9892) will be responsible for initiating the automated 
data collection process and for ensuring the functioning and maintenance of the evaluation 
system for Nancy Foster. 
 
Jim Berkson, Director, NMFS RTR Program (jim.berkson@noaa.gov, 352-294-0887) will be 
responsible for initiating the automated data collection process and for ensuring the functioning 
and maintenance of the evaluation system for the NMFS RTR program. 
 
John Baek, Education Evaluator, NOAA Office of Education (john.baek@noaa.gov, 202-482-
8189) will be responsible for coordinating the data collections and analyzing the data. 
 
 



Undergraduate Scholarship Application Form 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



Privacy Act Statement 

Authority: The Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship Program and Educational 
Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions (Undergraduate Scholarship Program 
and Cooperative Science Centers) are authorized by section 314 of the American Innovation and 
Competitiveness Act (S.3084). The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program is authorized by 16 
U.S.C. 1445c-1 and 16 U.S.C. 1445c.NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
established the Recruiting, Training, and Research (RTR) in response to a shortage of fisheries 
scientists identified in a report (P.L. 109-479, sec. 217) authorized by the Magnuson-Stevens Act 
of 2007. 
 
Purpose: NOAA education programs have a strong record of producing graduates who are both 
diverse and academically excellent and NOAA wishes to ensure that future scholars are similarly 
successful. The American Innovation and Competitiveness Act also requires that NOAA to 
maintain a comprehensive system to evaluate the outcomes of its educational programs, not 
merely the number of activities and participants. This must include measurable objectives, 
milestones and performance metrics to evaluate progress. To this end, NOAA OEd wishes to 
determine whether, following completion of a NOAA education program, students pursue and 
complete advanced degrees in NOAA related sciences and obtain professional positions pertinent 
to NOAA’s mission.  
 
Routine Uses: In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(4) and 
(11), the Department of Commerce proposes to collect this information for the purposes of 
evaluating scholarship applicants and for determining educational and professional attainment of 
NOAA education program participants following graduation. This includes disclosure to other 
Federal agencies or contractors of the Department of Commerce as needed. Maintenance and 
disclosure of this information is subject to the routine uses identified in the Privacy Act System 
of Records Notice entitled “COMMERCE/NOAA–14 Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program; 
Office of Education, Educational Partnership Program (EPP); Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate 
Scholarship Program and National Marine Fisheries Service Recruitment, Training, and 
Research Program”. For more information, please refer to: https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2015-09-17/pdf/2015-23133.pdf. 
 
Disclosure: Furnishing date of birth, race and ethnicity information is voluntary. All other 
information is required in order to 1) evaluate program applicants for merit, 2) evaluate the 
progress of grantees under special conditions of the award. 
 
 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-17/pdf/2015-23133.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-17/pdf/2015-23133.pdf




OED STUDENT TRACKER DATABASE 

Demographic Information: 

 



Academic Information:

 

Summer Assignments: 

 



Training Opportunities: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Post Graduate Information:  

 

 

 



Undergraduate Scholarship Reference Form 

 

 



Voluntary Alumni Update Form 



Demographic 

Scholarship Program Information 

First Name Last Name 

Institution 

Degree 

Institution State Program 

Ethnicity 
Hispanic or Latino? 
Yes No 

Race 
Black or African American 
White Asian 

Am Indian/AK Native 
Native Hawaiian/Pac Islander 

Decline to answer 

I work in a field related to NOAA’s mission 

Graduation status 

Expected graduation date Actual graduation date 

Gender 
Male 
Other Decline to answer 

Female 

NOAA-Related Field 

I use my STEM degree in my current position but it is not related to NOAA’s mission 

I do not use my STEM degree in my current position 



Current Work Status Information 

Area of work 

Occupation 

Employer/Institution 

Job title/Academic Major 

Field of work/study 

Industry Sector 

Are you seeking employment? 
Yes No 

Seeking employment in (field) 

Current employer 

Add/Update 

Please create separate entries for each degree earned or 
professional position held, including current position. 

Hired/Start date 
Please verify the information before clicking the submit button. There are no opportunities 
to edit the information after clicking the submit button. If modifications are required after 
clicking the submit button, please send an email to oed.alumni.info@noaa.gov  

Submit 

Make Changes 

mailto:oed.alumni.info@noaa.gov
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Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions, 
have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a three- 
step process including: (1) Data 
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process 
utilizing Webinars; and (3) Review 
Workshop. The product of the Data 
Workshop is a data report which 
compiles and evaluates potential 
datasets and recommends which 
datasets are appropriate for assessment 
analyses. The product of the Assessment 
Process is a stock assessment report 
which describes the fisheries, evaluates 
the status of the stock, estimates 
biological benchmarks, projects future 
population conditions, and recommends 
research and monitoring needs. The 
assessment is independently peer 
reviewed at the Review Workshop. The 
product of the Review Workshop is a 
Summary documenting panel opinions 
regarding the strengths and weaknesses 
of the stock assessment and input data. 
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are 
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and NOAA 
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office, 
Highly Migratory Species Management 
Division, and Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center. Participants include: 
Data collectors and database managers; 
stock assessment scientists, biologists, 
and researchers; constituency 
representatives including fishermen, 
environmentalists, and non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs); 
international experts; and staff of 
Councils, Commissions, and state and 
federal agencies. 

SEDAR 50 is providing an assessment 
of Atlantic blueline tilefish. During a 
Stock Identification Workshop held in 
July 2016, it was recommended that the 
western boundary of the Atlantic stock 
be extended to include the west coast of 
Florida. The SEDAR Steering 
Committee, responsible for program 
oversight and assessment project 
scheduling, recommended convening a 
meeting of SSC representatives to 
consider stock and management unit 
overlap between the Gulf and South 
Atlantic Council areas of jurisdiction 
and provide recommendations on risks 
to the stock posed by continued 
management per the Gulf Council 
jurisdiction. Each Council has identified 
representatives of its SSC to participate 
in this meeting. 

The items of discussion for the Stock 
Identification SSC Review via Webinar 
are as follows: 

1. Review the SEDAR 50 Stock 
Identification Work Group Report 
(SEDAR50–DW12). 

2. Provide advice on the level of 
overlap between the Atlantic blueline 
tilefish stock and the management 
jurisdictions of the Gulf of Mexico and 
South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Councils. 

3. Provide guidance on the risks 
associated with management based on 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council boundary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is accessible to people 
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary 
aids should be directed to the SAFMC 
office (see ADDRESSES) at least 5 
business days prior to the meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: September 30, 2016. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–24051 Filed 10–4–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection— 
Renewal/Revision; Comment Request; 
Educational Partnership Program 
(EPP), Ernest F. Hollings 
Undergraduate Scholarship Program, 
Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program, 
Recruitment, Training, and Research 
Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 

public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before December 5, 
2016. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Todd Christenson, 301 628 
2916 or todd.christenson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

current information collection. 
The National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Office of Education (OEd) collects, 
evaluates and analyzes student data for 
the purpose of selecting successful 
candidates, and for generating reports 
and news articles to communicate the 
success of its program. The OEd 
requires applicants to its undergraduate 
scholarship programs to complete an 
application in order to be considered. 
The application package requires two 
faculty and/or academic advisors to 
complete a NOAA student scholar 
reference form in support of the 
scholarship application. NOAA OEd 
student scholar alumni are also 
requested to provide information to 
NOAA for internal tracking purposes. 
NOAA OEd grant recipients are required 
to update the student tracker database 
with the required student information. 
The collected student data supports 
NOAA OEd’s program performance 
measures. The Dr. Nancy Foster 
Scholarship Program and the NMFS 
Recruiting, Training, and Research 
Program also collect student data for 
their programs and are also covered by 
this notice. 

II. Method of Collection 
Electronic applications and electronic 

forms are required from participants, 
and the primary methods of submittal 
are email and Internet submission of 
electronic forms. Approximately 1% of 
the application and reference forms may 
be mailed to accommodate those 
without internet access. New student 
records may also be provided via 
spreadsheet by OEd grant recipients for 
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1 http://www.igf2016.mx/. 

bulk upload to the student tracker 
database by NOAA OEd staff. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0568. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; business or other for-profit; 
not-for-profit institutions; State, Local or 
Tribal Government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
Student Performance Achievement 
Reporting (SPAR) database form, 8; 
undergraduate application form, 600; 
reference forms, 1200; alumni update 
form, 200. 

Estimated Time per Response: SPAR 
database form, 17 hours; undergraduate 
application form, 8 hours; reference 
forms, 1 hour; alumni update form, 1 
hour. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 6,336. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $300 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 30, 2016. 

Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–24048 Filed 10–4–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–00–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration 

[Docket No. 160810714–6714–01] 

RIN 0660–XC029 

The Incentives, Benefits, Costs, and 
Challenges to IPv6 Implementation 

AGENCY: National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; reopening of comment 
period. 

SUMMARY: On August 18, 2016, the 
National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA) 
issued a notice and request for public 
comments seeking input to guide NTIA 
in future Internet Protocol version 6 
(IPv6) promotional activities. Through 
this Notice, NTIA invited adopters and 
implementers of IPv6 as well as any 
other interested stakeholders to share 
information on the benefits, costs, and 
challenges they have experienced, as 
well as any insight into additional 
incentives that could aid future 
adoption, implementation, and support 
of IPv6. In response to requests for 
additional time in which to comment, 
NTIA through this notice reopens the 
comment period. Comments received 
between the October 3, 2016 due date 
for comments announced in the August 
18, 2016 notice, and publication of this 
notice in the Federal Register, will be 
deemed to be timely. 
DATES: Comments are due no later than 
5:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on 
October 17, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be 
submitted by email to 
ipv6@ntia.doc.gov. Comments 
submitted by email should be machine- 
readable and should not be copy- 
protected. Written comments also may 
be submitted by mail to the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW., Room 4725, Attn: IPv6 RFC 2016, 
Washington, DC 20230. Responders 
should include the name of the person 
or organization filing the comment, as 
well as a page number on each page of 
the submission. All comments received 
are a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted to https:// 
www.ntia.doc.gov/federal-registernotice/ 
2016/incentives-benefits-costsand- 
challenges-ipv6-implementation 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (for example, name, 
address) voluntarily submitted by the 
commenter may be publicly accessible. 

Please do not submit business 
information that is confidential or 
otherwise protected. NTIA will accept 
anonymous comments. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ashley Heineman, National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW., Room 4701, Washington, DC 
20230; telephone (202) 482–0298; email 
aheineman@ntia.doc.gov. Please direct 
media inquiries to NTIA’s Office of 
Public Affairs, (202) 482–7002 or by 
email at press@ntia.doc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
original notice sought public comment 
to guide NTIA in its future efforts to 
engage more directly in promoting IPv6 
deployment and use, with a particular 
focus on implementation. See Notice 
and request for public comment, The 
Incentives, Benefits, Costs, and 
Challenges to IPv6 Implementation, 81 
FR 55182 (Aug. 18, 2016), available at: 
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/files/ntia/ 
publications/ 
fr_ipv6_implementation_08182016.pdf. 
To assist in this purpose, NTIA is asking 
those who have implemented IPv6 to 
share their experiences and to highlight 
in particular the factors and 
circumstances that supported their 
decision to move ahead and adopt the 
protocol. NTIA hopes to utilize input 
received through this request for 
comments to guide and inform future 
promotion efforts, including the IPv6 
Best Practice Forum being organized for 
the 2016 Internet Governance Forum, 
which will be held in December 2016, 
in Guadalajara, Mexico.1 

The original deadline for submission 
of comments was October 3, 2016. In 
response to requests for additional time 
in which to comment, NTIA reopens the 
comment period with this notice. 
Comments received between the 
October 3, 2016 due date for comments 
announced in the August 18, 2016 
notice, and publication of this notice in 
the Federal Register, are deemed to be 
timely. 

Request for Comment: NTIA invites 
comment on the following questions, in 
whole or in part: 

Benefits: 
1. What are the benefits of 

implementing IPv6? For example, what 
are the direct performance benefits of 
implementing IPv6 for end users, or for 
enhanced network security, as 
compared to IPv4? 

2. What are the expected or 
unexpected benefits of implementing 
IPv6? 
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