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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR SEA OTTER INTERACTIONS  

WITH THE PACIFIC SARDINE FISHERY; COASTAL PELAGIC SPECIES  
FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0566 

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for extension of a currently approved information collection. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) initiated an ESA section 7 consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) regarding the possible effects of implementing Final Rule 0648-ATll, published June 
29, 2006 (71 FR 36999)) This rule codified Amendment 11  to the Coastal Pelagic Species (CPS) 
Fishery Management Plan (FMP), developed under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  USFWS determined that formal consultation was 
necessary on the possible effects to the threatened southern sea otter.  USFWS completed a 
biological opinion (BO) for this action and although it was concluded that fishing activities were 
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the southern sea otter, there remained the 
potential to incidentally take southern sea otters.  USFWS determined that certain measures 
should be put in place to ensure the continued protection of the species.  The reporting 
requirements and conservation measures put forth in Final Rule 0648-AU72, published May 30, 
2007 (72 FR 29891), with the announcement of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
approval of the information collection requirements in Final Rule 0648-AX31, published 
October 10, 2008 (73 FR 60191), are a condition of this BO and are an attempt to provide further 
conservation efforts for southern sea otters.  The reporting requirements include: 
   
1. If a southern sea otter is entangled in a net, regardless of whether the animal is injured or 
 killed, such an occurrence must be reported within 24 hours to the Regional 
 Administrator, NMFS Southwest Region. 
 
2.  While fishing for CPS, vessel operators must record all observations of otter interactions 

(defined as otters within encircled nets or coming into contact with nets or vessels, 
including but not limited to entanglement) with their purse seine net(s) or vessel(s). With 
the exception of an entanglement, which will be initially reported as described in #1 
above,  all other observations must be reported within 20 days to the Regional 
Administrator.  

 
When contacting NMFS after an interaction, fishermen would be required to provide information 
regarding the location (latitude and longitude) of the interaction and a description of the 
interaction itself.   
 
Do to the low number of documented interactions (two) and the small overlap between the 
fishery and the distribution of southern sea otters it is believed that cases as described above are 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/laws/esa.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/pdf/E7-10379.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-24201.pdf
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extremely rare.  However, before 2008 no legal requirement for fishermen to report such 
interactions existed in regulations, and with low to no observer coverage within this fishery, the 
true frequency and type of interactions occurring is unknown.  The data gathered from this 
collection-of-information is valuable in determining whether interactions are as rare as believed 
or whether stronger mitigation is necessary to ensure protection for the threatened southern sea 
otter.  This information will prove valuable to both fishermen and/or the conservation of sea 
otters as it will continue to establish a record of the presence or absence of sea otter interactions.  
Although no responses have been received over the last six years, the fishing seasons for Pacific 
sardine, one of the primary CPS fisheries were extremely truncated due to reduced sardine 
biomass levels in four of the last 6 years, as well as some effort switch in areas of the fishery, 
compared to previous years when interactions were witnessed, potentially reducing the chance 
for an interaction to occur.  As it is unknown what effect these reduced fishing seasons have or 
what the annual variability in interactions is, the continuance of this collection is important to 
begin to answer these questions.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The information gathered from this collection will be used by NMFS and the USFWS to 
determine whether further mitigation measures will need to be implemented to ensure the 
continued protection of the threatened southern sea otter.  Sea otter entanglement interactions 
that are reported to NMFS within 24 hours of the occurrence will be examined at that time by 
NMFS and USFWS; all other observations will be reviewed on an annual basis. 
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  NOAA Fisheries 
will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic 
information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on 
confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not expected to 
be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, technical 
or general informational publications. Should NOAA Fisheries Service decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
There are no specific forms associated with this action. 
 
Information may be submitted via mail (in instances not involving capture of an otter in a net, 
which requires reporting within 24 hours), telephone, fax or e-mail.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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No other collections are currently gathering the same or similar information. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
All respondents to this information collection are expected to be small businesses and/or other 
small entities.  As few responses are expected, the burden is expected to be minimal. The only 
cost involved with this collection of information should be the cost involved in contacting 
NMFS.  In order to minimize the burden, acceptable methods of submission will be mail, phone, 
fax, or email.   
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
This collection is required to meet the terms and conditions put forth by the USFWS, and is 
necessary for the fishery to continue in its current state.  If this collection is not conducted or is 
conducted less frequently there may be risk to the threatened southern sea otter. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
NA. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A  Federal Register Notice published on July 28, 2016 (81 FR 49633) solicited public comments 
on this information collection renewal.  No comments were received. 
 
Additionally, members in and participants of the Pacific Fishery Management Council, under 
which the CPS FMP is managed, including members of the CPS Advisory Subpanel, an industry 
and non-governmental advisory body to the Pacific Fishery Management Council, as well as the 
Executive Director of the non-profit organization California Wetfish Producers Association, 
whose membership includes the majority of CPS harvesters and processors operating in 
California, were specifically contacted to ask their views on this collection of information and 
whether the burden and cost are accurate and reasonable.  The Executive Director of the 
California Wetfish Producers Association (CWPA) responded on behalf of the membership of 
CWPA, with whom she discussed this action, and said that she did not expect fisherman to have 
any comments because no otter interactions have occurred over the last nine years and therefore 
no one has to provide information under this collection-of- information.  However, she did 
restate some of CWPA’s original comments regarding this PRA that included the comment that 
the requirement to report entanglement incidents within the 24 hour timeframe by providing the 
latitude and longitude and description of the occurrence, seemed “straight forward and useful to 
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confirm the extreme infrequency of interactions.”  However, the reporting of non-entanglement 
interactions seems unnecessary.  It was explained that it is not the intent of the regulations to 
require fishermen to report casual observations of sea otters.  This action only requires fishermen 
to report when sea otters occur within encircled nets or come into contact with fishing gear or the 
vessel.  This information could prove valuable to both fishermen and/or the conservation of sea 
otters as it will establish a record of the presence or absence of sea otter interactions. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Neither payments nor gifts have been offered. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
No assurance of confidentiality is provided. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions will be asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The total number of respondents expected annually is 2 or less.   
The frequency of response will be once per year. 
The average response time per respondent is expected to be 15 minutes or less. 
The total hourly burden will be 30 minutes or less, rounded up to 1 hour. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
The only expected cost to the respondents is the cost associated with contacting NMFS, through 
mail, phone, fax, or email. At a maximum cost of $5 per response, the annual cost would be $10. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There are no estimated costs to the Federal government. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
NA. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
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There are no plans to publish the results of this collection. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
NA. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
The collection will not employ statistical methods. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE762 

Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Southeast Data, Assessment, and 
Review (SEDAR); Assessment Webinar 
for Gulf of Mexico Data-Limited 
Species 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 49 assessment 
Webinar II for Gulf of Mexico Data- 
limited Species. 

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 49 assessment of 
the Gulf of Mexico Data-limited Species 
will consist of a data workshop, a 
review workshop, and a series of 
assessment Webinars. 
DATES: The SEDAR 49 assessment 
Webinar II will be held on August 25, 
2016, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., to view 
the agenda, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: The Webinar is open to 
members of the public. Those interested 
in participating should contact Julie A. 
Neer at SEDAR (See Contact Information 
Below) to request an invitation 
providing Webinar access information. 
Please request Webinar invitations at 
least 24 hours in advance of each 
Webinar. 

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC 
29405. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571– 
4366 or email: Julie.neer@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

The Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, 
and Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA 
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions 
have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi- 
step process including: (1) Data 
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process 
utilizing Webinars; and (3) Review 
Workshop. The product of the Data 
Workshop is a data report that compiles 
and evaluates potential datasets and 
recommends which datasets are 
appropriate for assessment analyses. 
The product of the Assessment Process 
is a stock assessment report that 

describes the fisheries, evaluates the 
status of the stock, estimates biological 
benchmarks, projects future population 
conditions, and recommends research 
and monitoring needs. The assessment 
is independently peer reviewed at the 
Review Workshop. The product of the 
Review Workshop is a Summary 
documenting panel opinions regarding 
the strengths and weaknesses of the 
stock assessment and input data. 
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are 
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and NOAA 
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office, 
HMS Management Division, and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. 
Participants include data collectors and 
database managers; stock assessment 
scientists, biologists, and researchers; 
constituency representatives including 
fishermen, environmentalists, and 
NGO’s; International experts; and staff 
of Councils, Commissions, and state and 
federal agencies. 

The items of discussion in the 
Assessment Process Webinars are as 
follows: 

1. Using datasets and initial 
assessment analysis recommended from 
the Data Workshop, panelists will 
employ assessment models to evaluate 
stock status, estimate population 
benchmarks and management criteria, 
and project future conditions. 

2. Participants will recommend the 
most appropriate methods and 
configurations for determining stock 
status and estimating population 
parameters. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to the Council office 
(see ADDRESSES) at least 10 business 
days prior to each workshop. 

Note: The times and sequence 
specified in this agenda are subject to 
change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: July 22, 2016. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–17812 Filed 7–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Reporting 
Requirements for Sea Otter 
Interactions With the Pacific Sardine 
Fishery; Coastal Pelagic Species 
Fishery Management Plan 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 26, 
2016. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Joshua Lindsay, (562) 980– 
4034 or Joshua.Lindsay@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

On May 30, 2007, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) published a 
Final Rule (72 FR 29891) implementing 
a requirement under the Coastal Pelagic 
Species Fishery Management Plan (CPS 
FMP) to report any interactions that may 
occur between a CPS vessel and/or 
fishing gear and sea otters. 

Specifically, these reporting 
requirements are: 

1. If a southern sea otter is entangled 
in a net, regardless of whether the 
animal is injured or killed, such an 
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occurrence must be reported within 24 
hours to the Regional Administrator, 
NMFS West Coast Region. 

2. While fishing for CPS, vessel 
operators must record all observations 
of otter interactions (defined as otters 
within encircled nets or coming into 
contact with nets or vessels, including 
but not limited to entanglement) with 
their purse seine net(s) or vessel(s). 
With the exception of an entanglement, 
which will be initially reported as 
described in #2 above, all other 
observations must be reported within 20 
days to the Regional Administrator. 

When contacting NMFS after an 
interaction, fishermen are required to 
provide information regarding the 
location, specifically latitude and 
longitude, of the interaction and a 
description of the interaction itself. 
Descriptive information of the 
interaction should include: Whether or 
not the otters were seen inside or 
outside the net; if inside the net, had the 
net been completely encircled; did 
contact occur with net or vessel; the 
number of otters present; duration of 
interaction; otter’s behavior during 
interaction; and, measures taken to 
avoid interaction. 

II. Method of Collection 

The information will be collected on 
forms submitted by mail, phone, 
facsimile or email. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0566. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 2. 
Estimated Time per Response: 15 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 1. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $10.00 in reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 

or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: July 25, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–17880 Filed 7–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Scientific Integrity Office; Notice of 
Availability and Request for Public 
Comment 

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research (OAR), National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), Department of 
Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice of availability and 
request for public comment. 

SUMMARY: NOAA Research (OAR) 
publishes this notice on behalf of the 
NOAA Scientific Integrity Office to 
announce the availability of the draft 
Procedural Handbook to accompany 
NOAA Administrative Order 202–735D, 
the scientific integrity policy, for public 
comment. The draft procedural 
handbook provides revised NOAA 
procedures to respond to allegations of 
scientific and research misconduct. 
DATES: Comments on the draft 
Procedural Handbook must be received 
by August 29, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: The draft Procedural 
Handbook is available on the NOAA 
Scientific Integrity Commons Web site 
at: http://nrc.noaa.gov/
ScientificIntegrityCommons. The public 
is encouraged to submit comments 
electronically through http://goo.gl/
forms/v0uCTvbNo3ueWWc92. For 
individuals who do not have access to 
the internet, comments may be 
submitted in writing to: NOAA 
Scientific Integrity Office c/o Patricia 
Hathaway, 1315 East-West Highway, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Cynthia Decker, NOAA Scientific 
Integrity Officer, NOAA 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910. Phone: 301 734–1459, during 
normal business hours of 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through 
Friday, or, visit the NOAA Scientific 

Integrity Commons at http://
nrc.noaa.gov/
ScientificIntegrityCommons. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Presidential Memorandum on Scientific 
Integrity, the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy guidance 
memorandum on scientific integrity, 
and NOAA’s 2011 Scientific Integrity 
policy call for the highest level of 
integrity in all aspects of the executive 
branch’s involvement with scientific 
and technological processes. The draft 
Procedural Handbook that accompanies 
NOAA’s Scientific Integrity Policy (in 
NOAA Administrative Order 202–735D) 
supports these principals by outlining 
how NOAA will respond to allegations 
of misconduct. The draft Procedural 
Handbook is a proposed revision of the 
original handbook put in place in 2011. 
This draft Procedural Handbook 
provides the revised procedures NOAA 
will follow in responding to allegations 
of Scientific and Research Misconduct 
by NOAA employees, NOAA 
contractors, and external recipients of 
NOAA financial assistance awards for 
scientific or research activities. This 
Procedural Handbook should be read in 
conjunction with NOAA’s Scientific 
Integrity Policy in NOAA 
Administrative Order 202–735D. 

Dated: July 25, 2016. 

Jason Donaldson, 
Chief Financial Officer, Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2016–17930 Filed 7–27–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KD–P 

BUREAU OF CONSUMER FINANCIAL 
PROTECTION 

[Docket No. CFPB–2016–0026] 

RIN 3170–AA40 

Request for Information on Payday 
Loans, Vehicle Title Loans, Installment 
Loans, and Open-End Lines of Credit 

Correction 

In notice document 2016–13492, 
appearing on pages 47781 through 
47789 in the issue of Friday, July 22, 
2016, make the following correction: 

On page 47781, in the second column, 
on the sixth line, ‘‘October 14, 2016’’ 
should read ‘‘November 7, 2016’’. 
[FR Doc. C1–2016–13492 Filed 7–27–16; 8:45 am] 
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