NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION
Date  02/02/2018

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Rod Turk
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
12/08/2017

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201712-0648-002
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Alaska Crab Arbitration

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0516

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 02/28/2021 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 2 6 157,701
New 2 12 157,701
Difference

Change due to New Statute
Change due to Agency Discretion
Change due to Agency Adjustment
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TERMS OF CLEARANCE: The National Marine Fisheries Service received comments from arbitration organizations and a
market analyst. The comments indicate that part of this collection request may no longer be
necessary. OMB requests that the National Marine Fisheries Service based on comments
received, more thoroughly evaluate whether parts of this collection request are necessary,
especially the Market Report, before the collection request under this control number is further
renewed or revised.

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Deputy and Acting Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs
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Accounting Report including
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report costs
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Arbitration Organization Report




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0516
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title AlaskaCrabArbitration

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords Fishing

10. Abstract

The CrabRationalizationCR) ProgramallocatesBering SeaandAleutianlslandscrabresourcesmongharvestersprocessorsand
coastatommunities. The CR ProgramArbitration Systemis a seriesof stepsthatharvesterandprocessorsanuseto negotiate
deliveryandprice contracts. The Systemallows unaffiliatedClassA individual fishing quotaholdersto initiate anarbitration
proceedingn the eventof adisputeto allow anindependenthird partyto providea reviewof harvesteandprocessonegotiation
positionsandprovideanindependenandbindingresolutionto issuesunderdispute.To usethe Arbitration System a harvestemust
commitdeliveriesto a processoandinitiate a bindingarbitrationproceedingn advanceof the seasoropening.This requirementlefines
deliverytermsfor sharegrior to the seasoropening.Overtime, therelationshipsamongharvesterandprocessorareexpectedo
solidify, asharvesterandprocessoradjusttheir quotasharesandprocessoguotasharesoldingsto establisHong-termrelationships.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a._X_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b. [I 1T Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 2
b. Total annual responses 2
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 100 9%
c. Total annual hours requested 12
d. Current OMB inventory 6
e. Difference 6

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment 6

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
b. Total annual costs (O&M) 158
c. Total annualized cost requested 158
d. Current OMB inventory 158
e. Difference 0

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment 0

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. _X Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: StephaniaVarpinski
Phone: (907)586-7234

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
Signedby Alan Risenhoovepn 12/04/2017

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

BRABSON.SARAH.1365710
488

Digitally signed by
BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
Date: 2018.12.12 14:56:11 -05'00'
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ALASKA CRAB ARBITRATION SYSTEM
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0516

This action is a request for extension of the existing Crab Rationalization Program Arbitration
information collection.

BACKGROUND

In January 2004, the United States Congress amended section 313(j) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq., to mandate the Secretary of Commerce to implement the Crab Rationalization
Program (CR Program) for the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area (BSAI) crab
fisheries. The CR Program allocates BSAI crab resources among harvesters, processors, and coastal
communities through the Fishery Management Plan for Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands King and Tanner
Crabs (FMP), which establishes criteria for the management of certain aspects of the BSAI crab
fisheries. Regulations that implement the FMP are found at 50 CFR part 680.

Under the CR Program, eligible License Limitation Program license holders (see OMB Control No.
0648-0334) were issued crab quota shares (QS), which are long term shares, based on their qualifying
harvest histories. The QS yield annual individual fishing quota (IFQ), which represent a privilege to
receive a certain amount of crab harvested with IFQ. Processor quota shares (PQS) are long term
shares issued to processors. The PQS yield annual individual processor quota (IPQ), which represent a
privilege to receive a certain amount of crab harvested with Class A IFQ.

Alaska Crab Arbitration System (“Arbitration System”)

BSALI crab fisheries have a history of contentious price negotiations. Harvesters have often acted
collectively to negotiate an ex-vessel price with processors, which at times delayed fishing. The
Arbitration System was developed to compensate for complications arising from the creation of
QS/IFQ and PQS/IPQ. The complications include price negotiations that could continue indefinitely
and result in costly delays and the “last person standing” problem where the last Class A IFQ holder to
contract deliveries would have a single IPQ holder to contract with, effectively limiting any ability to
use other processor markets for negotiating leverage. To ensure fair price negotiations, the Arbitration
System includes a provision for open negotiations among IPQ and IFQ holders, as well as various
negotiation approaches, including a) a share matching approach where IPQ holders make known to
unaffiliated IFQ holders that have uncommitted IFQ available the amount of uncommitted IPQ they
have available so the IFQ holder can match up its uncommitted IFQ by indicating an intent to deliver
its catch to that IPQ holder; b) a lengthy season approach that allows parties to postpone binding
arbitration until during the season; and c) a binding arbitration procedure to resolve price disputes
between an IPQ holder and eligible IFQ holders.

The Arbitration System begins with dissemination of information. The two sectors (harvesters and
processors) jointly select a “Market Analyst,” who produces the Market Report, and a “Formula
Arbitrator,” who develops a non-binding price formula specifying an ex-vessel price as a portion of the
first wholesale price. The two sectors (i.e., the Arbitration Organizations) also choose a pool of
“Contract Arbitrators,” who preside over any binding arbitration proceedings.

The Non-binding Price Formula Report is an important pre-season report that is intended to inform
negotiations and the binding arbitration process of the non-binding price formula. The Market Report
is intended to provide baseline information concerning the market and a signal of a reasonable price.
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Neither the Market Report nor the non-binding price formula has any binding effect. Instead, they are
intended to provide baseline information concerning the market and a signal of a reasonable price. The
Market Report and non-binding price formula are intended to serve as the starting point for price
negotiations. The Market Report is a tool for members of the Arbitration Organizations to use in
private negotiations for crab prices and is required to be submitted to NMFS.

The Non-binding Price Formula Report is required to be released no later than 50 days prior to the
season opening except the western Aleutian Islands golden king crab fishery and the eastern Aleutian
Islands golden king crab fishery must be produced not later than 30 days prior to the first crab fishing
season for those crab QS fisheries.” The market report originally was on the same schedule, but
starting with the 2012 fishing year the due date of the market report was changed to 7 days prior to the
season opening. In addition, the parties asked for a supplemental snow crab market report during the
first week of January each year. When the date of the Market Report was changed to coincide with the
start of the season, the parties also agreed that the report would only rely on publicly accessible data so
as to avoid any potential anti-trust issues. The non-binding price formula remains as a tool to use in
private negotiations in crab price arbitrations and is required to be submitted to NMFS.

The Annual Arbitration Organization Report is compiled by each of the two Arbitration
Organizations; one represents the processors, and the second represents the harvesters. The Arbitration
Organizations must submit a complete Annual Arbitration Organization Report to NMFS by May 1 of
each year.

A. JUSTIFICATION

The Arbitration System is a series of steps that harvesters and processors can use to negotiate delivery
and price contracts. Most of the Arbitration System is regulated through private contracts among
QS/IFQ holders and PQS/IPQ holders through Arbitration Organizations. The Arbitration System is
designed to minimize antitrust risks for crab harvesters and processors and is intended to ensure that a
reasonable price is paid for all landings.

The Arbitration System is designed to accommodate the varied interests of the parties involved as well
as reflect the historical negotiations between harvesters and processors. The system identifies the
general structure of the system, the general principles that guide oversight and management, and the
roles and fundamental standards.

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

Under the CR Program, NMFS created an arbitration system at 50 CFR 680.20. The
Arbitration System consists of the following:

¢ Arbitration Organization — Establishes an arbitration system through a series of contracts that
define and govern the share matching and arbitration system among shareholders and the
Arbitration Organization. The Arbitration Organization is responsible for selecting arbitrators,
coordinating and disseminating information among participants, ensuring confidentiality of
sensitive information, and collection and disbursal of arbitration costs.

¢ Formula Arbitrator — Prepares a non-binding price formula that describes the historic division
of first wholesale values among harvesters and processors that can be used in price negotiations
and arbitrations.



¢ Contract Arbitrator — Reviews the positions of the parties during an arbitration proceeding and
issues a binding decision based on a last-best offer form of arbitration.

¢ Market Analyst — Provides a pre-season market report of likely market conditions for each
crab fishery to aid in price negotiations and arbitrations.

The Formula Arbitrator, Contract Arbitrator, and Market Analyst roles can be fulfilled by the same
person. In addition, a third-party data provider arranges for the receipt and delivery of up-to-date
information as required by an Arbitration Organization.

The CR Program requires that Arbitration System costs are shared equally between IPQ holders and
Class A IFQ holders; processors pay half, and fishermen pay half.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be used. If
the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support information that
will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection complies with all applicable
Information Quality Guidelines.

The Arbitration System requires several information collections, including annual reports and
notifications. The Annual Arbitration Organization Report, Market Report, and Non-binding Price
Formula Report are the primary reports submitted to NMFS each year. There are several notification
requirements that do not require a document or report. There are no forms submitted to NMFS. There
is one optional template for the Annual Arbitration Organization Report.

All the information collections are submitted on an annual basis to NMFS in accordance with
regulations found at Crab Rationalization regulations 50 CFR 680.20. The information is not
disseminated to the public.

a. Annual Arbitration Organization Report [adjusted]

Since 2006, there exist the same two Arbitration Organizations: 1) Alaska Crab Processors Arbitration
Organization (ACPAO) combined with Alaska Affiliated Crab Harvester Arbitration Organization,
which includes processors and affiliated harvesters; and 2) Bering Sea Arbitration Organization, which
includes unaffiliated harvesters. Each of these organizations has an authorized representative (who is
not an employee) who is responsible for submitting required information to NMFS establishing the
administrative aspects of the Arbitration System, coordinating the dissemination of information among
the participants, ensuring confidentiality of sensitive information, and collecting payments to disburse
program costs.

Each Arbitration Organization must provide its members with a copy of the contracts for the Market
Analyst, Formula Arbitrator, and Contract Arbitrator for each fishery in which the member
participates.

The Arbitration Organization must notify NMFS annually of the persons for each crab fishery selected
as the Market Analyst, Formula Arbitrator, and Contract Arbitrators no later than June 1. The
Avrbitration Organization authorized representative (typically the Executive Director) must submit a
complete Annual Arbitration Organization Report to NMFS by May 1. The Executive Directors
assemble and submit the annual reports at no charge to the membership.


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=e7f96d4882023060a96f6edd7a600910&mc=true&node=se50.13.680_120&rgn=div8

Upon completion, the Annual Arbitration Organization Report must be submitted as follows:
By mail to:  Regional Administrator, NMFS
P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802
By courier to: NMFS
709 West 9th Street
Juneau, AK 99801
By fax to: 907-586-7465

By email to:  Glenn.merrill@noaa.gov

Based on previous comments received on this information collection, the authorized representatives
scan and email the materials to NMFS to avoid the cost of mail without objection from NMFS.

Notification
A list of Arbitration Organizations that mutually agreed to the selection of the Market Analyst, Formula
Avrbitrator, and Contract Arbitrator(s)
Signatures of representatives of those Arbitration Organizations
A copy of the contract with Market Analyst, the Formula Arbitrator, and each Contract Arbitrator
Curriculum vitae and other relevant biographical material for each of these individuals

Annual Arbitration Organization Report
Type of Arbitration Organization
Crab QS fisheries to which arbitration report applies
Avrbitration Organization information
Name of the Arbitration Organization
Name of primary contact
Permanent business mailing address
Business telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address
Additional contact information (secondary contact)
Name of contact person
Permanent business mailing address
Business telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address
Amount of QS/IFQ or PQS/IPQ held by each member
Ownership interest of the Arbitration Organization member
Indicate if member is a publicly held corporation
Indicate if member is a non-individual
If YES, indicate if the entity still active
Indicate if member is an estate that has been probated
If YES, enter date the probate was finalized

If an Arbitration Organization member holds ownership interest in separate or additional corporation, partnership,

or other entity, indicate name of entity and the percentage interest that the member holds in that entity
Attachments
Business license for Arbitration Organization
Resumes of management personnel
Bylaws of the Arbitration Organization
Minutes of any meeting held by the Arbitration Organization or any members of the Arbitration Organization

List of key personnel not limited to the board of directors, officers, representatives, and any managers
Any last-best offers made during the binding arbitration process, including all contract details, the names of other
participants in the arbitration, whether the bid was accepted by the Contract Arbitrator; and

Any information, data, or documents given by the Contract Arbitrator to any person who is not a party to the particular

arbitration for which that information was provided.
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The burden hours per response has been increased from 3 hours to 6 hours.

Notification & Organization Report, Respondent

Number of respondents 2

Total annual responses 2
Frequency of response = 1

Total burden hours 12 hr
Time per response = 6 hr

Total personnel cost ($350/hr x 12) $4,200

Total miscellaneous costs (0.10) $1
Email = 0.05x2=0.10

Notification & Organization Report, Federal Government
Number of responses
Total burden hours
Total personnel costs
Total miscellaneous costs

OO oo

b. Market Report [no change]

The Market Report provides an analysis of the market for products of a specific crab fishery and
reports on activities occurring within three months prior to its generation. Data must be sufficiently
aggregated in the report such that it does not identify specific price information by an individual
provider.

The Market Analyst produces a Market Report for each crab QS fishery unless it is anticipated that the
crab QS fishery will not open for fishing during a crab fishing year. The purpose of the Market Report
is to provide background information on each crab fishery, the products generated by each fishery, and
position of those products in the marketplace. The Market Report also discusses the historical division
of wholesale revenue, and provides a methodology for predicting wholesale prices before the fishery
occurs. In addition, the Market Report examines trends in both ex-vessel prices and in wholesale
prices.

The Market Report is due just before the season opens, so it is known in advance if a fishery is going
to open or not. The Market Analyst must provide the Market Report not later than 50 days prior to the
first crab fishing season for each crab QS fishery in that crab fishing year to the following:

¢ each Arbitration Organization in that fishery;

¢ the NMFS Alaska Regional Administrator;

¢ the Formula Arbitrator; and

¢ the Contract Arbitrator(s) for the fishery.

Based on previous comments received on this information collection, the authorized representatives
scan and email the materials to NMFS to avoid the cost of mail without objection from NMFS.



Market Report
The Market Report shall consider the following factors:
Current ex-vessel prices, including ex-vessel prices received for crab harvested under Class A IFQ, Class B IFQ, and
CVC IFQ permits;
Consumer and wholesale product prices for the processing sector and the participants in the arbitration (recognizing the
impact of sales to affiliates on wholesale pricing);
Innovations and developments of the harvesting and processing sectors and the participants in the arbitration (including
new product forms);
Efficiency and productivity of the harvesting and processing sectors (recognizing the limitations on efficiency and
productivity arising out of the management program structure);
Quality (including quality standards of markets served by the fishery and recognizing the influence of harvest strategies
on the quality of landings);
The interest of maintaining financially healthy and stable harvesting and processing sectors;
Safety and expenditures for ensuring adequate safety;
Timing and location of deliveries; and
The cost of harvesting and processing less than the full IFQ or IPQ allocation (underages) to avoid penalties for
overharvesting IFQ and a mechanism for reasonably accounting for deadloss.

The Market Report expense is included under section e, Cost Allocation Agreement.

c¢. Non-binding Price Formula Report [no change]

The Non-binding Price Formula Report is designed to serve as a starting point for negotiations
between fishermen and processors, or as a starting point for an arbitrator in evaluating offers in an
arbitration process. It is not binding. The recommended formula is not considered the only possible
formula for all fishermen and processors; negotiations between individual fishermen and processors
may find that other price formulas work better for their specific needs. The Non-binding Price
Formula Report for each crab fishery is presented as a report with complete documentation as to how
each formula was developed, and with detailed analysis of each of the elements entering into each non-
binding price formula calculation.

The Non-binding Price Formula Report must be produced by the Price Formula Analyst not later than
50 days prior to the first crab fishing season for that crab QS fishery, except that the Non-binding Price
Formula Reports for the western Aleutian Islands golden king crab fishery and the eastern Aleutian
Islands golden king crab fishery must be produced not later than 30 days prior to the first crab fishing
season for those crab QS fisheries. The number of annual reports depends on how many crab fisheries
are open. If a crab fishery is closed, a report is not required. Of the nine CR Program fisheries, three
are usually closed each year for various reasons.

The Non-binding Price Formula Report may rely on any relevant information available to the Formula
Arbitrator, including, but not limited to, information provided by the QS, PQS, IPQ, and IFQ holders
in the fishery, the Market Report for the fishery, and the Formula Arbitrator. The Non-binding Price
Formula Report is either mailed or emailed to the Sustainable Fisheries Division Assistant Regional
Administrator.

Non-binding Price Formula Report

Be based on the historical distribution of first wholesale revenues between fishermen and processors in the aggregate based
on arm’s length first wholesale prices and ex-vessel prices, taking into consideration the size of the harvest in each
year; and

Establish a price that preserves the historical division of revenues in the fishery revenues in the fishery while considering
the following:
Current ex-vessel prices, including ex-vessel prices received for crab harvested under Class A, Class B, and CVC IFQ

permits;



Consumer and wholesale product prices for the processing sector and the participants in arbitrations (recognizing the
impact of sales to affiliates on wholesale pricing);
Innovations and developments of the harvesting and processing sectors and the participants in arbitrations (including
new product forms);
Efficiency and productivity of the harvesting and processing sectors (recognizing the limitations on efficiency and
productivity arising out of the management program structure);
Quality (including quality standards of markets served by the fishery and recognizing the influence of harvest strategies
on the quality of landings);
The interest of maintaining financially healthy and stable harvesting and processing sectors;
Safety and expenditures for ensuring adequate safety;
Timing and location of deliveries; and
The cost of harvesting and processing less than the full IFQ or IPQ allocation (underages) to avoid penalties for
overharvesting IFQ and a mechanism for reasonably accounting for deadloss.
Include identification of various relevant factors such as product form, delivery time, and delivery location
Consider the “highest arbitrated price” for the fishery from the previous crab fishing season, where the “highest arbitrated
price” means the highest arbitrated price for arbitrations of IPQ and Arbitration IFQ which represent a minimum of at
least 7 percent of the IPQ resulting from the PQS in that fishery.

Based on previous comments received on this information collection, the authorized representatives
scan and email the materials to NMFS to avoid the cost of mail without objection from NMFS.

The Non-binding Price Formula Report expense is included under section e, Cost Allocation
Agreement.

d. Contract Arbitrator Report [no change]

The Contract Arbitrator Report documents arbitration proceedings if they occur within a fishery. The
Contract Arbitrator must provide the following:

¢ acopy of any minutes from any meeting attended by that Contract Arbitrator between or
among any PQS or IPQ holders concerning any negotiations under this section;

¢ any last-best offers made during the binding arbitration process, including all contract details,
the names of other participants in the arbitration, and whether the bid was accepted by the
Contract Arbitrator; and

¢ acopy of any information, data, or documents given by the Contract Arbitrator to any person
who is not a party to the particular arbitration for which that information was provided. The
Contract Arbitrator must identify the arbitration to which the information, data, or documents
apply, and the person to whom those information, data, or documents were provided.

Rather than provide a report, each arbitrator provides professional services under an agreement to
resolve disputes concerning the terms of delivery, price, performance, quality, or other factors in the
crab fishery. Each Contract Arbitrator is part of a pool of contract arbitrators available to all
unaffiliated holders of Class A IFQ in the crab fishery that are eligible to use the Arbitration System to
resolve disputes with IPQ holders.

The Contract Arbitrator serves as mediator and arbitrator of disputes in accordance with an agreement
with the Arbitration Organization’s representative. The Arbitration Organizations will pay the

Contract Arbitrator at an hourly rate, based on work performed as itemized on a written, monthly
invoice to the Arbitration Organizations.

The Contract Arbitrator expense is included under section e, Cost Allocation Agreement.
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e. Cost Allocation Agreement [previously called Annual Combined Shared Arbitration
Accounting Report]

Federal regulations for the CR Program require that the crab arbitration costs are shared equally
between IPQ holders and Class A IFQ holders—processors pay half and fishermen pay half. The costs
and contracts associated with this requirement are private, between the Arbitration Organizations.
NMES requires the Arbitration Organizations to enter into a contract for the payment of the costs of
arbitration but does not require notification or collect information regarding this contract.

According to the annual Cost Allocation Agreement, the Arbitration Organizations submit the year-end
accounting of the shared Arbitration System costs for the crab fishing year. This year-end accounting
covers the period March through June. These costs are allocated equally between Class A IFQ holders
and IPQ holders for the entire crab fishing year. The ACPAO holds landing fees paid by Class A IFQ
holders which are to be used only for payment of the Class A IFQ holder’s share of the shared
Avrbitration System costs. The IPQ holders receive reimbursement of the season shared Arbitration
System costs incurred from March through June.

Contractors produce one report that provides combined shared arbitration accounting costs that include
the following:

¢ Cost to produce the Market Report and non-binding pricing formula for each fishery.

¢ Cost of the third party data provider (Sharematch.com). The contractor shall design, construct,
and maintain a system in accordance with NMFS regulations for—

o tracking uncommitted 1PQ;

o allowing the matching of uncommitted Arbitration IFQ with uncommitted IPQ (and the
unmatching of Arbitration IFQ and IPQ as necessary);

O communicating the identity of holders of uncommitted IPQ and their amount of
uncommitted IPQ to holders of uncommitted Arbitration IFQ; and

O communicating arbitration results to holders of uncommitted class A IFQ.
¢ Fees and expenses necessary for the participation in the CR Program.
¢ Cost of the contract arbitrators for each fishery.

¢ General liability insurance, and directors and officers insurance for each Arbitration
Organization.

¢ Cost of attorney’s fees to prepare, negotiate, and administer the contracts; participate in the CR
Program review process; and otherwise implement the Arbitration System, as amended from
time to time by NOAA regulation.

Annual Combined Shared Arbitration Costs
Third party provider base contract $17,000 | $157,700*
Market Report & Non-binding Price Formula Report $44,700
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Contract Arbitrators ($2,000 x 4) $8,000
Arbitrations ($15,000 x 3) $45,000
EAG/WAG
BBR
BSS
Legal fees ($12,000 & 23,000) $35,000
Insurance, general liability & directors & officers $8,000

*50% allocation to Class A IFQ holders = $78,850
50% allocation to IPQ holders = $78,850

Annual Combined Shared Arbitration Costs, Federal
Government

Total responses

Total burden hours
Total personnel costs
Total miscellaneous costs

O O oo

The information collected will not be disseminated to the public or used to support publicly
disseminated information. NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from
improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality,
privacy, and electronic information. See response to Question No. 10 of this Supporting Statement for
more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be
subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public
Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

The information collections Market Report, Annual Arbitration Organization Report, and the Non-
binding Price Formula Report can be submitted through email. Notifications from the contract
arbitrator are typically through email.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

None of the information collected as part of this information collection duplicates other collections.
This information collection is part of a specialized and technical program that is not like any other.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the
methods used to minimize burden.

The respondents of this collection of information are Arbitration Organizations in the CR Program.
These organizations are not estimated to be small entities; the collection of information does not
impose a significant impact on small entities.


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not
conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Without the collection of specified information to support the Arbitration System, the CR Program
would be jeopardized. NMFS could not fulfill the intent of the law created under Pub. L. No. 108-199
if this information is not collected. This law also requires that each component of the CR Program
enacted by Congress must be implemented or the whole program must be withdrawn. Thus,
disapproval of this data collection program would threaten all components of P.L. No. 108-199.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner
inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

No special circumstances exist.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received in
response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views
on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping,
disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or

reported.

A Federal Register Notice, 82 FR 34930, was published on July 27, 2017, and solicited public
comment. No comments were received from this notice.

An email questionnaire requesting comments was sent to the two Arbitration Organizations and the
contract Market Analyst. NMFS received two substantial comments from an Arbitration Organization
representative and a contractor. The comments discussed the Annual Arbitration Organization Report,
Market Report, and Non-binding Price Formula Report. Comments are summarized below.

Annual Arbitration Organization Report

Annual Arbitration Organization Report

Is the information needed to complete the Annual Arbitration Organization Report readily available?

Comment 1: No. The report asks for (in
Block D) the amount of QS/IFQ held by
each member for each season and IFQ.
The form cannot be filled out because
information on IFQ pounds is not
available when the report is due (May 1).
The “IFQ Pounds” information is not
available until October. All the other
information requested in Block D is
information that NMFS already has and
makes public on their website.

NMFS Response: According to 50 CFR 680.20, each Arbitration
Organization must submit a complete Annual Arbitration
Organization Report to NMFS that must include a statement
identifying the members of the organization and the amount of
Arbitration QS and Arbitration IFQ, Non-Arbitration QS and Non-
Arbitration IFQ, or PQS and IPQ held by each member and
represented by that Arbitration Organization, and QS, PQS, IFQ, and
IPQ ownership information on the members of the organization.

Neither Arbitration Organization submits information specified at 50
CFR 680.20(2)(ii) and (iii) to NMFS each year. However,
information on IFQ pounds is available on NMFS’ website. NMFS
will continue to accept the list of the Arbitration Organization’s
members at this time since more detailed information is available on
NMFS’s BSAI crab rationalization web page and appears to be a
redundant request of information.

Is our estimate of 6 hours to complete and submit this report accurate? If not, please explain.
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Comment 2: Six hours is spent on the NMFS Response: NMFS will maintain the same estimate of burden
report. hours.

Are there any ways that NMFS could enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information collected?

NMFS Response: The Arbitration System is a process used to settle
disputes and annual price negotiations. The system is in place to
solve private disputes and it appears prices have stabilized since the
Avrbitration System was in place. The Annual Arbitration
Organization Report is an important component of the larger crab
arbitration process.

Is the proposed collection of information necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the
agency?
Comment 4: No. NMFS Response: Based on other comments NMFS has received
during this renewal process, the reporting requirements under this
information collection appear to be necessary for the BSAI CR
Program to function. The Arbitration System is a process used to
settle disputes and annual price negotiations. The system is in place
to solve private disputes and it appears prices have stabilized since
the Arbitration System was in place. The information collection is an
important component of the larger crab arbitration process.

Comment 3: The requirement to submit
an Annual Arbitration Organization
Report may no longer be necessary for the
program.

Market Report

Comment 1: The Market Report may no longer be necessary.

Comment 2: In my view, these market reports may no longer be required for its initial purpose to
provide market data and statistics that could support positions in price negotiations. It was difficult to
get market information when the program started in 2005, and now there are many free and
subscription information services.

Comment 3: In 2011, a regulatory amendment moved the timing to one week prior to the opening of
the season, and the Market Report was now required to be based on publicly available sources of
information. In this case, the Market Reports now were interpretive reports built on the most recent
data, but did not have the confidential sources used in the earlier reports. It is not clear that the Market
Report is still serving its original purpose.

NMFS Response: The Market Report is an established way of sharing information about markets that
was developed in 2005. All members of the Arbitration Organization are given access to this report,
regardless of other information sources available. While NMFS recognizes that there are other
information sources for market data and statistics, providing this information for all harvesters remains
a priority. At this time, substantial changes such as removing the requirements for a Market Report
need to be vetted through the Council process.

According to the language in Amendment 30 (76 FR 68358, November 4, 2011) to the FMP, QS and
PQS holders can choose to mutually agree to the timing of the Market Report and any subsequent
interim or supplemental reports. The Market Analyst can issue interim or supplemental reports for each
fishery if the QS and PQS holders mutually agree to those terms. The analysis associated with
Amendment 30 states that the primary goal of the Market Report is to provide a general description of
market conditions and developments. It appears that the Market Report is achieving that goal.

Non-binding Price Formula Report

Comment 1: The Non-binding Price Formula Report may no longer be necessary.

Comment 2: This report is vital to the CR Program, despite the fact that the formulas have remained
extremely stable over time. Price negotiations in the crab industry can be extremely contentious, and
having a standard, in this case the price formula, has been a key element in stabilizing the industry.
Comment 3: The non-binding price formula has been a very important tool for price stability within
the rationalized crab fisheries.
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NMFS Response: NMFS acknowledges that this report is important to the BSAI CR Program; it
appears that both parties adhere to it, and it reduces price uncertainty and hostile price negotiations.
The Arbitration System is a process used to settle disputes and annual price negotiations. The system is
in place to solve private disputes, and it appears prices have stabilized since the Arbitration System
was in place. The Non-binding Price Formula Report is an important component of the larger crab
arbitration process.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration
of contractors or grantees.

No payment or gift will be provided under this program.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

Under the Magnuson-Stevens Act, fishery information required to be submitted under fishery
management plans, including landings data, is confidential. NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 216-
100 is the principal guidance for NMFS employees on protocols for handling confidential data. To
assure confidentiality, data must be structured or aggregated so that the identity of the submitter cannot
be determined from the present release of the data or in combination with other releases. “Submitter” is
applied in context for the specific data presented. Data provided by the State of Alaska may have
another standard applied, as required by State statute and policy.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

This information collection does not involve information of a sensitive nature.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

Estimated total respondents: 2, no change. Estimated total responses: 2, no change. Estimated total
burden: 12 hr, increased from 6 hr. Estimated total personnel costs: $4,200, increased from $2,100.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-keepers
resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 12 above).

Estimated total miscellaneous costs: $157,701. No adjustments were made.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Estimated total burden: 0 hr. Estimated total personnel costs: $0. No adjustments were made.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

This action is an extension with non-substantial adjustments. The burden hours per response for the
Annual Arbitration Organization Report was increased to 6 hours in response to comments received
under this renewal.

12


http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
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The Annual Combined Shared Arbitration Accounting Report has been renamed Cost Allocation
Agreement in response to comments from Arbitration Organizations during the 2014 renewal. The
Arbitration Organizations have always referred to this information collection as the Cost Allocation
Agreement.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results of this collection-of-information will not be published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information
collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

NA.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

NA.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

The collection does not use statistical methods.
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The Arbitration Organization for each crab fishery must notify NMFS annually of the persons selected as the
Market Analyst, Formula Arbitrator, and Contract Arbitrator(s) for each crab fishery with QS/PQS Members by
June 1.

An Arbitration Organization, with members who are QS or PQS holders, must submit a complete Annual
Avrbitration Organization Report to NMFS by May 1 for the crab fishing year beginning on July 1 of that year.

An Arbitration Organization, with members who are IFQ or IPQ holders, must submit a complete Annual
Avrbitration Organization Report to NMFS by not later than 15 days after the issuance of IFQ and IPQ for
that crab QS fishery.

BLOCK A -- TYPE OF ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION

[ 1 Arbitration QS/IFQ (for QS and IFQ holders who are not affiliated with PQS/IPQ holders)
[ 1 Affiliated QS/IFQ (for QS and IFQ holders who are affiliated with PQS/IPQ holders)

[ 1 Processor Arbitration Organization

BLOCK B -- CRAB QS FISHERIES TO WHICH THIS ANNUAL ARBITRATION REPORT APPLIES

Check individual fisheries or ALL fisheries below, as applicable

ALL PROGRAM FISHERIES or

BBR  Bristol Bay red king crab
BSS  Bering Sea Snow crab

—
e

EAG Eastern Aleutian Islands golden king crab
EBT  Eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab

PIK  Pribilof red king and blue king crab

SMB  St. Matthew blue king crab

WAG Western Aleutian Islands golden king crab
WAI  Western Aleutian Islands red king crab

L R s T s T e T s T e T e, T s T |
e bd b b ] b bd b bd

WBT  Western Bering Sea Tanner crab

Annual Arbitration Organization Report
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BLOCK C -- ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

1. Arbitration Organization Name 2. Name of Primary Contact

3. Permanent Business Mailing Address

4. Business Telephone Number 5. Business Fax Number 6. Business E-mail

7. Names and Titles of Key Management Personnel (including, but not limited to, the Board of Directors, officers,
representatives, and any managers) (attach extra page if necessary)

Additional Contact Information (secondary contact)

8. Name of Secondary Contact

9. Permanent Business Mailing Address

10. Business Telephone Number 11. Business Fax Number 12. Business E-mail

BLOCK D - ATTACHMENTS
(Annual Report is not complete without these attachments)

Check box to indicate that a copy of the document is attached.

[ ] Business license for the Arbitration Organization

[ ] Bylaws for the Arbitration Organization

[ ] Resumes of the management personnel

[ 1 Minutes of any meeting held by the Arbitration Organization or any members of the Arbitration Organization

[ ] List of key personnel not limited to the board of directors, officers, representatives, and any managers

Annual Arbitration Organization Report
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BLOCK E — AMOUNT OF QS/ IFQ OR PQS/ IPQ
HELD BY EACH ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION MEMBER
Provide this information for each member of the Arbitration Organization on a separate sheet.

On the matrix below, indicate the number of QS/PQS units and/or IFQ/IPQ pounds held by each member of
the Arbitration Organization in each of the Crab QS Fisheries. (attach extra page if necessary)

EAG WAG BBR BSS EBT PIK SMB WAI WBT

CVvO Qs
Units

CVO IFQ
Pounds

CPO QS
Units

CPO IFQ
Pounds

CVC QS
Units

CVCIFQ
Pounds

CPC QS
Units

CPCIFQ
Pounds

PQS
Units

IPQ

Pounds

BLOCK F -- OWNERSHIP INTEREST OF THE ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION MEMBER

1. Is the Arbitration Organization member a publicly held corporation? [ JYES [ INO
2. Is the Arbitration Organization member a non-individual? [ JYES [ INO

If YES, is this entity still active? [ 1YES [ TNO
3. s the Arbitration Organization member an estate that has been probated? [ JYES [ INO

If YES, on what date was probate finalized:

4. If an Arbitration Organization member holds ownership interest in separate or additional corporation,
partnership, or other entity, indicate name of entity and the percentage interest that the member holds
in that entity. (attach extra page if necessary)

Name of Entity Percent (%) of Interest Held

Annual Arbitration Organization Report
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Instructions for
Annual Crab Arbitration Organization Report

Avrbitration Organizations must be formed to select and contract a Market Analyst, Formula Arbitrator, Contract
Avrbitrator(s), and establish the Arbitration System, including the payment of costs of arbitration for each crab
QS fishery. All holders of CVO QS, PQS, Arbitration IFQ, Class A IFQ affiliated with a PQS or IPQ holder,
and IPQ must join and maintain a membership in an Arbitration Organization per 50 CFR 680.20.

The CR Program crab fisheries are:
BBR -- Bristol Bay red king crab (Paralithodes camtschaticus)
BSS -- Bering Sea Snow crab (Chionoecetes opilio)
EAG -- Eastern Aleutian Islands golden king crab (Lithodes aequispinus)
EBT -- Eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab (Chionoecetes bairdi)
PIK -- Pribilof red king and blue king crab (Paralithodes camtschaticus and P. platypus)
SMB -- St. Matthew blue king crab (Paralithodes platypus)
WAG -- Western Aleutian Islands golden king crab (Lithodes aequispinus)
WAL -- Western Aleutian Islands red king crab (Paralithodes
camtschaticus) WBT -- Western Bering Sea Tanner crab (Chionoecetes
bairdi)

Submittal Deadlines

The Arbitration Organization for each crab fishery must notify NMFS annually of the persons selected as the
Market Analyst, Formula Arbitrator, and Contract Arbitrator(s) for each crab fishery with QS/PQS members
by June 1.

An Arbitration Organization, with members who are QS or PQS holders, must submit a complete Annual
Avrbitration Organization Report to NMFS by May 1 for the crab fishing year beginning on July 1 of that year.

An Arbitration Organization, with members who are IFQ or IPQ holders, must submit a complete Annual
Avrbitration Organization Report to NMFS by not later than 15 days after the issuance of IFQ and IPQ for
that crab QS fishery.

Upon completion, the report must be submitted as follows:

By mail to: Regional Administrator, NMFS
P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802

By courier to: NMFS
Room 713
709 West 9th Street
Juneau, AK 99801

By fax to: 907-586-7465

Annual Arbitration Organization Report
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COMPLETING THE REPORT
BLOCK A -- TYPE OF ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION

Indicate the type of Arbitration Organization for this report.

BLOCK B -- CRAB QS FISHERIES TO WHICH THIS ANNUAL ARBITRATION REPORT APPLIES
Check individual fisheries or check ALL fisheries, if applicable.
BLOCK C -- ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

1. Enter Arbitration Organization name.

2. Enter name of primary contact.

3. Enter primary contact permanent business mailing address, including number, street or P.O. box, city, state,
and zip code.

4-6. Enter primary contact business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address.

7. Enter names and titles of Key Management Personnel (including, but not limited to, the Board of Directors,
officers, representatives, and any managers). (Attach extra page if necessary.)

8. Enter name of secondary contact.

9. Enter secondary contact permanent business mailing address, including number, street or P.O. box, city,
state, and zip code.

10-12. Enter secondary contact business telephone number, business fax number, and business e-mail address

BLOCK D - ATTACHMENTS
(Annual Report is not complete without the listed attachments)
Check box to indicate that a copy of the document is attached

BLOCK E - AMOUNT OF QS/IFQ OR PQS/IPQ HELD BY EACH ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION
MEMBER

Identify the members of the Arbitration Organization and the amount of Arbitration QS and Arbitration IFQ, Non-
Avrbitration QS and Non-Arbitration IFQ, or PQS and IPQ held by each member and represented by that Arbitration
Organization in each of the Crab QS Fisheries. (Attach extra page if necessary.)

BLOCK F -- OWNERSHIP INTEREST OF THE ARBITRATION ORGANIZATION MEMBER
1. Indicate whether the Arbitration Organization member is a publicly held corporation.

2. Indicate whether the Arbitration Organization member is a non-individual.
If YES, indicate if this entity is still active.

3. Indicate whether the Arbitration Organization member is an estate that has been probated.
If YES, provide the date the probate was finalized.

4. If an Arbitration Organization member holds QS, PQS, IFQ, or IPQ ownership interest in separate or

Annual Arbitration Organization Report
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additional corporation, partnership, or other entity, indicate name of entity and the percentage interest that
the member holds in that entity. (Attach extra page if necessary.)

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 6
hours per response, including the time for reviewing the instructions, searching
the existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments
regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the burden estimate or any other aspect of this
collection of information, to Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable
Fisheries Division, NMFS, Alaska Region, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802-
1668.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Before completing this form, please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject
to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number; 2) This information
is mandatory and is required to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR
part 680, under section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et
seq.), and under 16 U.S.C. 1862(j); 3) Responses to this information request are
confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. They are also
confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which sets forth
procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
Authority: The collection of this information is authorized under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C 1801 et seq.
Purpose: In order to manage the king and Tanner crab fisheries in the Bering
Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) management area, NOAA requires that harvesters and
processors abide by an arbitration system established to stabilize prices and
negotiations during the crab harvest season. The arbitration system is necessary to
reduce contention in price negotiations. The information collected is necessary to
verify the membership of the arbitration organizations.
Routine Uses: The Department will use this information to maintain the arbitration
system. Disclosure of this information is permitted under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5
U.S.C. Section 552a), to be shared within NMFS offices, in order to coordinate
monitoring and management of sustainability of fisheries and protected resources, as
well as with the applicable State or Regional Marine Fisheries Commissions and
International Organizations. Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the
published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice
COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations for the United States Federally
Regulated Fisheries.
Disclosure: Furnishing this information is required to retain the benefits of the
Avrbitration Organization, which was implemented with the BSAI Crab
Rationalization program.
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Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: July 24, 2017.

Sarah Brabson,

NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 201715811 Filed 7-26-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Alaska License
Limitation Program (LLP) for
Groundfish, Crab, and Scallops

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before September 25,
2017.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Kurt Iverson, (907) 586—7228
or kurt.iverson@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.

The License Limitation Program (LLP)
restricts access to the commercial
groundfish fisheries, commercial crab
fisheries, and commercial scallop
fisheries in the Exclusive Economic
Zone off Alaska except for certain areas
where alternative programs exist. The
intended effect of the LLP is to limit the
number of participants and reduce
fishing capacity in fisheries off Alaska.

For a vessel designated on an LLP
license, the LLP license authorizes the
type of fishing gear that may be used by
the vessel, the maximum size of the
vessel, an area endorsement, and
whether the vessel may catch and
process fish at sea or if it is limited to
delivering catch without at-sea
processing. LLP licenses that allow
vessels to catch and process at-sea are
assigned a catcher/processor
endorsement. LLP licenses specify the
maximum length overall (MLOA) of the
vessel to which that LLP license may be
assigned. The LLP may also include a
species endorsement for Pacific cod in
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI) and Gulf of
Alaska (GOA).

An LLP license is required for vessels
participating in directed fishing for LLP
groundfish species in the BSAI or GOA,
or fishing in any BSAI LLP crab
fisheries. An LLP license is also
required for any vessel deployed in
scallop fisheries in Federal waters off
Alaska (except for some diving
operations).

I1. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of either
electronic or paper forms. Methods of
submittal are mail and facsimile
transmission of paper forms.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0334.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
79.

Estimated Time Per Response:
Request to Extinguish Pacific Cod
Sideboard Limits for Hook-and-Line
Catcher/Processors in the Western or
Central GOA, 30 minutes; Application
for Transfer of Groundfish/Crab LLP
License, 1 hour; Application for
Transfer of Scallop LLP License, 1 hour;
and Transfer appeals, 4 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 130 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $657 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden

(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: July 24, 2017.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-15812 Filed 7-26-17; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Alaska Crab
Arbitration

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before September 25,
2017.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Stephanie Warpinski, (907)
586—7228 or stephanie.warpinski@
noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.
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The Crab Rationalization Program
(CRP) allocates Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands (BSAI) crab resources among
harvesters, processors, and coastal
communities through a limited access
system that balances the interests of
these groups who depend on these
fisheries.

The Crab Rationalization Program
Arbitration System (CRPAS) is a series
of steps that harvesters and processors
can use to negotiate delivery and price
contracts. The Arbitration System
allows unaffiliated Class A individual
fishing quota holders to initiate an
arbitration proceeding in the event of a
dispute to allow an independent third
party to provide a review of harvester
and processor negotiation positions and
provide an independent and binding
resolution to issues under dispute. To
use the arbitration system, a harvester
must commit deliveries to a processor
and initiate a binding arbitration
proceeding in advance of the season
opening. The Arbitration System is
designed to minimize antitrust risks for
crab harvesters and processors and is
intended to ensure that a reasonable
price is paid for all landings.

II. Method of Collection

Methods of submittal include email,
mail, and facsimile transmission.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0516.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 2.

Estimated Time per Response:
Combined Annual Arbitration
Organization Report, 3 hours; Market
Report, Nonbinding Price Formula,
Contract Arbitrator Report, and
Combined Shared Arbitration
Accounting Report, 0 hours (completed
by contractors).

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 6 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $157,701 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)

ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: July 24, 2017.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-15824 Filed 7-26-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF498

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Take of Anadromous Fish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: We, NMFS, announce receipt
of a permit application (20571) to
enhance the propagation and survival of
species listed under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended,
from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service). Under permit
application 20571, the Service is
requesting to continue, for the next five
years, hatchery and monitoring
activities associated with the San
Joaquin River Restoration Program
(SJRRP) and the SJRRP’s Salmon
Conservation and Research Program.
These activities of the SJRRP were
previously permitted under permits
14868 and 17781. Under permit
application 20571 the Service proposes
to collect Central Valley spring-run
Chinook salmon from Butte Creek to use
as broodstock, which was not
authorized by the previous permits. As
part of this permit application, the
Service has submitted an HGMP as an
attachment to the application. This
notice advises the public that the permit
application and associated HGMP are
available for review and comment, prior
to a determination by NOAA’s National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on the
issuance of the permit. The permit
application, and attached HGMP, may

be viewed online at: https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov/preview/preview
open_for_comment.cfm.

DATES: Comments or requests for a
public hearing on the application must
be received at the appropriate address or
fax number (see ADDRESSES) no later
than 5 p.m. Pacific standard time on
August 28, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
application should be submitted to the
California Central Valley Office, NMFS,
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100,
Sacramento, CA 95814. Comments may
also be submitted via fax to 916-930—
3629, or by email to Jeff.Abrams@
noaa.gov (include the permit number in
the subject line of the fax or email).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeff
Abrams, Sacramento, CA (ph.: 916-930—
3614; Fax: 916-930-3629; email:
Jeff.Abrams@noaa.gov). Permit
application instructions are available
from the address above, or online at
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Species Covered in This Notice

The following listed species are
covered in this notice:

Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha): Threatened Central Valley
(CV) spring-run.

Steelhead (O. mykiss): Threatened
California Central Valley (CCV).

Authority

Enhancement permits are issued in
accordance with section 10(a)(1)(A) of
the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and
regulations governing listed fish and
wildlife permits (50 CFR part 222).
NMFS issues permits based on findings
that such permits: (1) Are applied for in
good faith; (2) if granted and exercised,
would not operate to the disadvantage
of the listed species that are the subject
of the permit; (3) are consistent with the
purposes and policies of section 2 of the
ESA; (4) whether the permit would
further a bona fide and necessary or
desirable scientific purpose or enhance
the propagation or survival of the
endangered species, taking into account
the benefits anticipated to be derived on
behalf of the endangered species; and
additional issuance criteria [as listed at
50 CFR 222.308(c)(5)—(12)]. The
authority to take listed species is subject
to conditions set forth in the permit.

Anyone requesting a hearing on an
application listed in this notice should
set out the specific reasons why a
hearing on that application would be
appropriate (see ADDRESSES). Such
hearings are held at the discretion of the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NMFS.
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