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 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PERMITS, EXEMPTED FISHING 
PERMITS, LETTERS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, DISPLAY PERMITS, AND  

SHARK RESEARCH FISHERY PERMITS  
 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0471 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for revision and extension of this information collection. The EFP program includes not 
only EFPs but also scientific research permits (SRPs), display permits, letters of acknowledgement 
(LOAs), and shark research permits, which are issued to participants in the Shark Research Fishery.   
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends on ensuring that allowable harvests are not 
exceeded.  The requirements in this collection derive their authority from two separate statutes, and the 
differences in those statutes are responsible for the variations in the requirements applying to different 
species as discussed below.  
 
Applications for and reports on archival tags are no longer required, due to a 2016 final rule (see citation 
in A15). 
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) (Magnuson-
Stevens Act) governs domestic fisheries and is the primary authority for management of fishing activities 
for Atlantic sharks (for which there is little international management, at this time).  The Atlantic Tunas 
Convention Act (ATCA) regulates U.S. fishing activities of tunas, swordfish and billfish.  Under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) may authorize fishing activities 
outside the established regulations.  NMFS needs the ability to monitor exempted fishing activities to 
ensure compliance with authorized harvest levels in a timely and accurate manner, as this is crucial to 
enforcement. ATCA at 16 U.S.C. 971 requires the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) to promulgate 
regulations as necessary and appropriate to implement binding recommendations adopted by the 
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). The authority to issue these 
regulations has been delegated from the Secretary to the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA. 
Section 971 d (c)(3) of ATCA provides the statutory authority to require the collection of information 
necessary to implement the recommendations of ICCAT.  Note that while ICCAT currently focuses on 
tunas, swordfish, and billfish, it has a few recommendations regarding some shark species, and is 
currently considering adding some species of sharks to its Convention.   
 
Under both the Magnuson-Stevens Act and ATCA, non-scientific activities, including collection for 
education or display, may be authorized under the EFP Program.  NMFS issues a variety of permits 
depending on the purpose of the permit and the type of vessel upon which the activity is being conducted.  
For instance, EFPs are issued to allow research conducted from a commercial or recreational fishing 
vessel that would otherwise be prohibited by existing regulations, display permits are issued for the 
collection of HMS for the purpose of public display, and shark research permits are issued annually to a 
few, selected applicants who have submitted an application in response to NMFS’ shark research 
objectives for a given year.   

http://dmac.ocean.us/dacsc/docs/march2005_dmac_plan/dmac_partI_3.15.05.pdf
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode16/usc_sec_16_00000971----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode16/usc_sec_16_00000971----000-.html


2 

 
When shark research permits first began to be issued in 2008, the application to participate in the shark 
research fishery was combined with the application for all other EFPs.  However, because the scientific 
research implemented within the shark research fishery is specific (e.g., it facilitates limited testing of 
fishing gear and methods, allows for acquisition of data from some portion of the historical Atlantic shark 
fishery, and investigates means of reducing bycatch, economic discards, and regulatory discards), 
combining the applications created confusion for applicants of all permit types.  To minimize confusion 
for applicants, NMFS has created a separate application for the shark research fishery.  Though no new 
information would be collected, having separate applications for the shark research fishery and for other 
permits under the purview of the exempted fishing program makes the application process more 
transparent for applicants.  
 
Scientific research is exempted from regulation under the Magnuson-Stevens Act, so NMFS does not 
issue EFPs for bona fide research activities (i.e., research conducted from a research vessel and not a 
commercial or recreational fishing vessel) involving species regulated under Magnuson-Stevens Act 
fishery management plans (FMPs) (i.e., most species of sharks).  To avoid enforcement issues and to 
ensure the applicant is conducting scientific research, NMFS requests copies of scientific research plans.  
In such cases, NMFS issues an LOA to researchers to indicate concurrence by NMFS that the proposed 
activity meets the definition of research and is therefore exempt from regulation.  
 
In contrast to the Magnuson-Stevens Act, ATCA confers regulatory authority over scientific research so 
that all sources of mortality for species regulated by ICCAT can be reported by the United States to 
ICCAT.  In cases where tunas, swordfish, billfishes, and sharks managed by ICCAT are being collected, 
NMFS will issue an EFP if the research/collection occurs in conjunction with regulated commercial or 
recreational fishing activity or an SRP if the collection of regulated species occurs as part of a research 
cruise (e.g., NMFS or university research vessel).  
 
To regulate these fishing and research activities, NMFS needs information to determine the justification 
of granting an EFP, display permit, LOA, SRP, or shark research permit.  The application requirements 
for an EFP, display permit, LOA, SRP, or shark research permit are detailed at 50 CFR § 600.745(b)(2).  
NMFS is requesting clearance for the requirements as defined in the 50 CFR § 635.32 regulations.  For 
consistency, the application requirements are the same as for non-HMS permits covered under § 
600.745(b).   
 
The specific requirements on the applications for an exempted activity through an EFP, display permit, 
LOA, SRP, or a shark research permit are outlined below.  
 
EFPs, Display permits, LOAs, and SRPs: 

1. purpose for the exempted fishing permit,  
2. permit received in previous years and for how many years, 
3. advance notification of the fishing or research vessel to be used,  
4. a list of authorized samplers,  
5. the number and size classes of fish to be caught or retained,  
6. anticipated interactions with endangered or protected species, including marine mammals and 

essential fish habitat,  
7. the anticipated locations of fishing activities (possible closed area research) 
8. commencement dates and duration of the activities,  
9. sources of funding, 
10.  
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11. the fishing methods to be employed, and  
12. notification of departure to collect animals for public display.  

 
Shark research fishery permits: 

1. how the applicant plans to meet the research objectives set forth by the Agency, 
2. past participation with the NMFS observer program, 
3. ability to carry a NMFS observer, 
4. past enforcement actions, 
5. past involvement in the commercial shark fishery, 
6. advance notification of the fishing or research vessel to be used,  
7. the anticipated locations of fishing activities,  
8. commencement dates and duration of the activities, and 
9. the fishing methods to be employed. 

 
Post-activity reports includes (for all permits except the shark research fishery permits):  

1. catch/collection (interim) reports and “no-catch” reporting,  
2. year-end (annual) reports of results.  

 
These specific reporting requirements will be identified in each EFP.  Failure to comply would result in a 
revocation of the authorization and/or issuance of a notice of violation.  NMFS needs to know the amount 
and species of fish caught, where they are caught, anticipated bycatch, and the catch disposition in order 
to effectively manage HMS fisheries, and the other information is needed for enforcement purposes.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be used.  If 
the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support information that will 
be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection complies with all applicable 
Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
For SRPs and/or LOAs, NMFS Regions, NMFS Fisheries Science Centers, and both NMFS and U.S. 
Coast Guard enforcement use information obtained from submitted research plans and subsequent reports 
to monitor activities and ensure they are bona fide scientific research activities.  NMFS reviews each 
scientific research plan submitted in order to determine whether the sponsoring organization and 
personnel involved are recognized scientific investigators, the specific project contemplated appears to be 
scientific research and not commercial or recreational fishing, and that the vessel(s) to be used are, or will 
be, used exclusively for research for the duration of the scientific research cruise.  NMFS uses any reports 
or articles voluntarily submitted to document catch taken in scientific research for inclusion in the total 
catch, confirm the activities conducted were scientific research, and consider the appropriateness of 
acknowledging future requests.  
 
For exempted fishing activities, NMFS Regions, NMFS Fisheries Science Centers, and NMFS and U.S. 
Coast Guard enforcement use EFP and shark research fishery permit requests and their reports to evaluate 
proposals for issuance of permits, ensure activities are carried out as described in the permit, and 
document the catch by exempted fishing for inclusion in the total catch.  NMFS evaluates EFP and shark 
research fishery permit requests to determine their usefulness to the overall goals of the 2006 
Consolidated HMS FMP and its amendments; determine their impact on the fishery stocks, protected 
species, and marine mammals; and evaluate them comparatively with other applicants for the same 
fishery.  Management and enforcement use the information to identify the entities and vessels involved 
and ensure the applicant carries out activities within the restraints of the permit.  The shark research 
permit also allows commercial fishermen to retain and sell sandbar and other sharks, consistent with the 
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Agency’s shark research objectives for each year.  Management and enforcement use the reports from 
EFPs, SRPs, display permits, LOAs, and shark research fishery permits to document catch for inclusion in 
the total catch, confirm the activities conducted were in accordance with the permit, and consider the 
permittee for future permits.  Shark research fishery permit holders do not have to submit interim or 
annual reports through this program as they must report their commercial catch in the appropriate logbook 
for quota monitoring of other species.  These permit holders are also subject to 100 percent observer 
coverage, and scientific observer reports describing all fishing activities (i.e., landings, discards, 
interactions with protected resources) are used by managers and enforcement to monitor catch. 
 
For exempting educational activities requiring display permits, NMFS evaluates the authorization request 
for these activities to determine whether they are complete, confirms their educational value, and 
determines their consistency with the goals, objectives, and requirements of the 2006 Consolidated HMS 
FMP and its amendments.  Management and enforcement use the information to identify the entities and 
vessels involved, and to ensure the applicant carries out activities within the restraints of the permit.  
Management and enforcement use reports to document catch taken for inclusion in the total catch, to 
confirm the activities conducted were in accordance with the permit, and for consideration of future 
requests.  
 
Requiring EFP recipients to report their harvest per occurrence in both Federal and state waters, as well as 
“no-catch” reporting, allows NMFS to document catch taken for inclusion in the total catch.  Annual 
reports provide a validation check against the data submitted in interim reports as well as a means for 
NMFS to determine if all individual reports have been submitted.  Additionally, because many EFPs are 
issued for the purposes of research and/or public display, the scientific community as well as the general 
public, will benefit, as unauthorized and illegal fishing are deterred and more burdensome regulations are 
avoided.  The information collected pursuant to scientific collection activities under EFPs may be 
incorporated in future stock assessments.  Inadequate harvest controls under these EFPs could result in 
curtailment of collection activity and the loss of public benefits.  
 
NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See 
response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Although the information collected is not expected to be disseminated directly to the public, 
results may be used in scientific, management, technical or general informational publications.  Should 
NMFS decide to disseminate the information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 
 
This collection of information does not require the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological techniques; however, applications and both interim and annual reporting forms can be sent 
electronically to permit holders, and permit holders may also return forms electronically.  These fillable 
forms are located on the HMS Management Division’s website 
at  http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/efp/index.html.  The applications and both interim and 
annual reports may be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed in to the HMS Management Division, as applicable, and 
the fishing notifications must be called in to enforcement.  
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/efp/index.html
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4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Scientific research plans: To the extent that scientific research organizations are required to submit 
scientific research plans to NOAA, NMFS, or other agencies as a part of any contract or grant, those same 
plans would be acceptable for the purposes of this information collection.  Copies of any scientific cruise 
report or research documentation required to be submitted by a scientific research organization would be 
acceptable as a voluntary report for the purposes of this collection.  
 
Exempted fishing: There is no duplication with other collections.  EFPs are issued relative to specific 
requirements determined by NMFS and the applicant. 
 
Shark research fishery permits: There is no duplication with other collections.  These permits are issued 
relative to specific research objectives outlined annually by NMFS. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the 
methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Nearly all commercial fishing and collection vessels in the HMS fisheries are categorized as small 
businesses.  The collection in and of itself will not have a significant impact on small businesses, and no 
special modifications of the requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of small 
businesses.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not 
conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Scientific research plans: Violations of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and ATCA where the violator asserts 
he/she was conducting scientific research and not commercially or recreationally fishing may be difficult 
to prove if a scientific research plan is not obtained and an SRP or an LOAs is not issued.  Without an 
SRP or LOA, legitimate researchers may be inconvenienced and enforcement units may conduct needless 
and inappropriate boardings of scientific research vessels whose activities are confused with commercial 
and/or recreational fishing.  In addition, if the catch of some scientific activities is large and 
undocumented, then such activities cannot be managed properly and may contribute to overfishing.  
Therefore, SRPs and LOAs allow the Agency to more accurately monitor quotas and track landings 
conducted through research; data are used in future stock assessments.  
 
Exempted fishing and fishing for public display: Issuance of EFPs and display permits allows NMFS 
access to relevant information that can be used in the management of fisheries.  If the information 
requested by exempted fishing and exempted educational activity permits is not obtained, there will be no 
standard way of dealing with these activities from region to region, and there could be more incidents of 
persons who think they are conducting scientific research being found in violation of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act and/or ATCA.  In addition, requiring EFP and Display permit applicants to report landings or 
collections and to provide an annual summary of these activities will increase the efficacy of management 
measures and reduce costs for both the U.S. Coast Guard and NMFS Office of Law Enforcement.  Less 
frequent reporting would not support this goal, and would not allow NMFS to track landings and monitor 
quotas.  All data collected under these permits would be used in future stock assessments; without 
accounting for this mortality, such stocks could be subject to overfishing. 
 
Shark research fishery permits: Issuance of shark research fishery permits identifies commercial shark 
fishermen that are participating in the shark research fishery.  Without such a permit, these vessels would 
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be unable to retain and sell sandbar sharks.  Therefore, such a permit helps with enforcement of this 
fishery and allows commercial fishermen to retain and sell sandbar sharks.  The shark research fishery 
also allows NMFS to conduct research cooperatively with commercial shark fishermen.  This research 
allows testing of novel fishing gear and methods; the acquisition of data from some portion of the 
historical Atlantic shark fishery; and/or investigating means of reducing bycatch, economic discards, or 
regulatory discards as well as any appropriate research objectives identified by NMFS.  Without such 
research, data collection from commercial shark fishermen for future stock assessments would not occur, 
modifications to fishing gears to reduce bycatch would not occur, and increased post-release survival of 
bycatch could not be investigated. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner 
inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Interim reports (required within five days of the conclusion of a fishing trip) and “no catch” reports 
(required each month no fishing is conducted) are necessary for the management of different fisheries 
through quota monitoring.   
 
Commercial fishermen carrying a shark research fishery permit do not need to submit an interim or annual 
report as they must report their commercial catch in the appropriate logbook for quota monitoring of other 
species.  Participants in the shark research fishery must carry a scientific observer at all times when 
fishing within the shark research fishery; catch reports equivalent to interim reports regarding all catch 
during these trips will be submitted by scientific observers.   
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received in 
response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on 
the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, 
disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or 
reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on July 17, 2017 (82 FR 32685) solicited public comments.  No 
comments were received during the 60-day comment period. 
 
Comments were also solicited from 3 non-NOAA researchers, who frequently apply for EFPs, LOAs, 
SRPs, and Display permits.  The commenters did not feel that the process for applying or reporting 
activities related to EFPs were overly burdensome. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration of 
contractors or grantees. 
 
NMFS does not make payments or gifts to respondents.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for assurance 
in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the forms, generally, the information collected is confidential under section 402(b) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, as amended in 2006.  It is also confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 
216.100, which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics.  However, applicants 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/%7Eames/NAOs/Chap_216/naos_216_100.html
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for exempted fishing permits and exempted educational activities may be required to waive 
confidentiality of information as a condition of a permit.  The terms and conditions of the permit are 
regulated under 50 CFR part 635.32 (h) which requires permit holders to complete interim and annual 
report forms containing confidential information.  Whenever data are requested, the Agency ensures that 
information identifying the pecuniary business activity of a particular vessel operator is not disclosed.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior 
and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private. 
 
No information of a sensitive nature is requested.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
An application for an EFP, SRP, Display Permit, and LOA must contain all the information required for 
an EFP application found at 50 CFR part 600.745(b)(2).  Information for a shark research fishery permit 
must contain all the information governing the issuance of a Federal shark research fishery permit at 50 CFR 
Part 635.32.   
 
An application for a SRP and a LOA must include a research plan and/or all the information required for 
an EFP application. Based on recent information on the number of EFP, SRP, display, and LOA 
applications, NMFS estimates: 2 hours for a scientific research plan; 40 minutes for an application 
for an EFP, display, SRP, or LOA for Highly Migratory Species and 40 minutes for a shark 
research fishery permit application; 1 hour for an interim report; 40 minutes for an annual fishing 
report; 15 minutes for an application for an amendment to an EFP; 5 minutes for notification of 
departure phone calls to NMFS Enforcement; 2 minutes for “no-catch” reports. NMFS has updated 
the burden hours estimates based on past participation in the shark research fishery and in the exempted 
fishing program.  The average number of participants/responses was used to update the burden estimates 
based on participation over the past three years.   
 
8 scientific research plans @ 2 hours = 16 hours  
 
12 shark research permit applications @ 40 minutes = 8 hours 
 
37 EFP, SRP, LOA, and display permit applications @ 40 minutes = 25 hours  
 
10 amendments to exempted fishing permits @ 15 minutes = 3 hours  
 
50 interim reports @ 1 hour = 50 hours  
 
35 “no catch” reports @ 2 minutes = 1 hour 
 
37 annual reports @ 40 minutes = 25 hours. 
 
10 departure notifications to NMFS enforcement for collection of display animals @ 5 minutes = 1 hour 
 
84 notification calls to the Southeast Fisheries Science Center for observer coverage @ 10 minutes = 14 
hours 
 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=3416e905bfd7e8662fee237f112eed52&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.3.3.1.13&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=3416e905bfd7e8662fee237f112eed52&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.8.1.9&idno=50
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Total respondents: 49 (37 EFP, SRP, LOA, and display permit applications + 12 shark research 
permit applications). The eight respondents submitting research plans also submit applications.  
 
Total responses:  283 (8 research plans + 49 applications + 10 amendments + 50 interim reports + 
37 annual reports + 35 “no-catch” reports + 10 departure notifications + 84 notification calls).  
 
Total annual burden for applying, notifying and reporting for HMS exempted fishing permits: 143 
hours. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-keepers 
resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question12 above). 
 
The cost to applicants is minimal, with only a letter, landing report forms, or local telephone call needed 
to apply, notify, or report. NMFS estimates that the total annual cost burden at $9 with the average cost 
per EFP, SRP, LOA, display, or shark research fishery permit application at $0.49.  
 
NMFS typically receives reports, applications, and amendments via e-mail (approximately 90 percent of 
the submissions) so there would be no cost associated with submitting these requests.  In addition, 
departure notification calls are made via telephone to local enforcement offices, so there is no charge 
associated with these responses.  Therefore, the number of responses that would use the mailing option to 
submit a form to NMFS include: 
 
For the responses below, approximately 90 percent of responses are submitted electronically. 
 
Total EFP/SRP/LOA/Display/Shark Research applications (49) and research plans (8), *.10 = 6. 
 
Total EFP/SRP/LOA/Display/ reports (50 interim reports+ 37 annual reports + 35 “no-catch” reports)*.10 
= 12. 
 
Total responses mailed: = 6 + 12 = 18 responses. 
 
Total EFP/SRP/LOA/Display/Shark Research applications, research plans,  and EFP/SRP/LOA/ 
and Display reports = 18 x $0.49 postage per application, interim, and annual report  = $8.82.  
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The information cards have been produced with a word processor and mailed to EFP recipients.  No new 
overhead costs will be incurred for these collections because NMFS will be using existing staff and 
equipment to conduct duplication, distribution, collection, and data entry.   
NMFS labor cost is 1,040 hours at $38.28 per hour = $39,811.  
 
The overall level of observer coverage due to the shark research fishery has not changed.  There has not 
been an increase in the cost to the Government due to 100 percent observer coverage in the shark research 
fishery.  There has been a NMFS scientific observer program in place for the current shark fishery.  
Approximately 5 shark vessels have been operating in the shark research fishery each year with 100 
percent observer coverage.  The NMFS observer program has been able to put scientific observers on 
vessels fishing within and outside the shark research fishery since the inception of the shark research 
fishery.  This is expected to continue in the future as long as the observer program continues to be funded.   
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The annual cost is $375,000. 
 
Total costs are $415,070. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Program Change: Due to a final rule published on August 19, 2016 (81 FR 55376), the HMS 
Management Division no longer requires written authorization to deploy archival tags.  This no longer 
requires fishermen and researchers deploying archival tags to complete a tag application or report. This 
action results in the removal of 15 responses, 1 hour and $2 in recordkeeping reporting costs. 
 
Adjustments: NMFS has updated the burden hour estimates based on average participation in the EFP 
program from 2014-2016. 
 
The decreases and minor increases in the estimates associated with the EFP program are as follows: the 
number of scientific research plans submitted increased (from 7 to 8 research plans submitted), the 
number of applicants under the EFP program decreased (from 40 to 37 applications submitted), the 
number of applicants for the shark research fishery decreased (from 17 to 12 applications), the number of 
interim reports decreased (from 80 to 50 reports), the number of “no catch reports” increased (from 27 to 
35), the number of annual reports decreased from (40 to 37), and the number of calls to the Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center for NMFS observer coverage decreased (from 312 calls to 84 calls). 
 
As a result of these revised estimates, there was a decrease of approximately 73 hours.  This net change in 
burden hours is due in part to a large decrease in the total number of observer notification calls which led 
to reduction of 38 hours.  There were other slight decreases in reporting forms that contributed to the 
overall decrease in burden hours. 
 
The annual cost burden resulting from adjustments has decreased from $25 to $11 (a difference of $14.  
NMFS has estimated that most of this cost reduction is due to the increased amount of electronic 
correspondence between NMFS and respondents. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and publication. 
 
No publication is planned.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information 
collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The expiration date will be displayed.  
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
No exceptions are requested.  
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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ATLANTIC HMS EXEMPTED FISHING PERMIT (EFP) 

APPLICATION 

 

Applicant Name:             

Institution Affiliation (if applicable):             

Address:           Phone Number:     

             Fax Number:      

City:      State:    Zip:         Email:     

  

 

Exempted Fishing Program 

Please plan ahead.  NMFS requires 60 days from the date the application is deemed complete to make a determination on issuing the EFP. 

NMFS may take additional time to analyze the environmental, economic, and social impacts of proposed research if the activity has not been previously 

analyzed. 

 

1)  Please list the main purpose and goals of the exempted fishing activity, primarily describing research or 

project as well as justification for issuance of such a permit.  
 

For example:  We are assessing age classes of lemon shark mating aggregations along the coast of Miami Beach, Florida. Capture methods will 

be a combination of gill net and bottom long lines.  We are expecting to routinely encounter large quantities of sub-adult and mature lemon 

sharks, as well as other elasmobranchs not targeted for research.  Lemon sharks will be sexed, measured, tagged with either M-tag or nylon 

spaghetti tag and released after DNA sample has been taken via fin clip.  Upon capture, tail rope and cradle system will be used. Elasmobranchs 

are not expected to leave the water at any time during work up. None of these encounters listed above will intentionally result in elasmobranch 

or teleost mortality. 
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2)  Have you received an EFP/SRP/LOA/Display Permit for similar activity/research in previous years? 

 
- Yes  - No 

 

If yes, when?             
                                  

 

 

3)  Is this permit request the same as in previous years? 

 
- Yes  - No 

 

 
4)  Over how many years will the research take place? 

 

-1 year - 2 years - 3 years - 4 or more years 

 

 

5) When will these activities occur? 

 

Dates:              
              

              

         

 

 

6) Where will these activities occur (please select all regions that apply)? 

 
- Gulf of Mexico - South Atlantic  - State Waters* 

 

- North Atlantic - Caribbean Sea  - Closed Area/Gear Restricted Zone 

 

If applicable, the specific location within previously marked zone:       
               

              

                
*The issuance of an EFP in no way confers any right to collect/harvest species in waters under state jurisdiction.  The 

appropriate state agency must be contacted regarding any collection in state waters, as separate state permits may be 

required for collection/harvest in state waters.   

 

7)  If your research will be in a closed area/gear restricted zone, please describe which areas:  
              

              

             

 

8)  Type, size, and amount of collection gear (please select all that apply): 
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- Pelagic Long Line (PLL)  - Buoy Gear  - Rod & Reel/Handline 

 

- Bottom Long Line (BLL)  - Gill Net  - Trawl   

 

- Other/ No gear (please specify):          

              

9) Please provide more information on gear selection and how you will be using gear: 

 
Please note: Weak hooks MUST be used in Gulf of Mexico waters when deploying pelagic long lines. 

 

Type/ Style of hooks used:         -N/A 
     
Number of hooks used per set:        -N/A 

 

Length of net/mainline:        -N/A 

    

 

10) Please provide more information on individual research trips: 

 

 

Number of research trips:        -N/A 

 

Expected duration of each trip:        -N/A 
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11) Please list the shark, tuna, swordfish, or billfish species you expect to interact with: 

* Note: NMFS will evaluate authorizations allowing the commercial sale of HMS on a case by case basis.    

 

 
Individual 

Species 

 

 

 
Number of Species 

 

 

 
Do you expect to keep parts of the 

animal (I.e. fin clips)? 

If so, please indicate which parts 

below 

 

 

 

Do you wish to sell all or 

part of the animal?* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kept 

 

Released 

Dead 

 

Released  

Alive 

 

Tagged 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non Target Species (list below) 
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i) In general, what are your handling techniques for sampling HMS (i.e. tail rope, sling, etc.)?  
             

             

             

 

ii) If subsequent unintentional mortality of a species occurs, do you expect to discard the dead animal, or 

retain the species for analysis?           
             

               

 

 

iii) If you plan to retain certain species/animals, what becomes of them?    
             

             

              

 

 

12)  If sampling with longline or gillnet gear, have you completed a safe handling and release workshop for 

protected resources? 

 

- Yes  - No 

 
Please Note: Exemptions for completing a safe handling and release workshop will not be authorized.   

 

13) Are protected species (i.e., smalltooth sawfish, sea turtles) and/ or marine mammal encounters likely? 

Please list which species are to be encountered.        
             

              

               

               

 

 

14) If you plan to keep species for public display, please provide a brief description of the holding facility 
              

              

              

               

 

15)  Are activities federally funded?  

 

- Yes  - No 

 

If yes, please describe type, amount, and source:        
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16) Which individuals should be listed as authorized samplers on your permit?*    
              

              

              

               
 

*Please Note: There are certain circumstances which prevent the owner/operator of a vessel to be an authorized sampler (i.e. commercial fishing vessels). 
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Vessel Information 
 

Applications will be deemed incomplete if signature, HMS Permits, and vessel documentation (i.e. U.S. Coast 

Guard/state registration) are not included. We cannot begin processing your application until it has been 

deemed complete. 

If the applicant’s name is different from the vessel owner’s name, please fill in the appropriate information. 

 

 Participating Vessel(s)
1
:  

1. Vessel Name                 Owner’s Name:       
 
Phone Number:     Owner’s Address:      
                                
Operator’s Name:                               
             
Vessel Documentation Included?  Yes  No              Vessel ID #:       
 
HMS Fishing Permit Included?     Yes  No       

 
2. Vessel Name                  Owner’s Name:      
 
Phone Number:     Owner’s Address:      
                    
Operator’s Name:                               
 
Vessel Documentation Included?  Yes No              Vessel ID#:     
 

HMS Fishing Permit Included?     Yes No  

 

3. Vessel Name                  Owner’s Name:      
 
Phone Number:     Owner’s Address:      
                    
Operator’s Name:                   
 
Vessel Documentation Included?      Yes No              Vessel ID#:     
 
HMS Fishing Permit Included?        Yes No  

 

Applicants 

Signature:              Date:     
Exempted Fishing Program 

                                                 
1 Include additional sheets if more than three vessels are needed for the exempted fishing activity 
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Regulations governing the issuance of Federal Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs) for highly migratory species 
(HMS) are contained in 50 CFR Part 635.32 and 50 CFR Part 600.745.  In general, HMS EFPs are issued by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to authorize activities otherwise prohibited by the Atlantic HMS 
regulations; to facilitate the conduct of scientific research; for the purpose of limited testing of fishing gear and 
methods; for the acquisition of data for species the harvest of which would otherwise be prohibited; for the 
enhancement of safety at sea; for the purpose of collecting animals for public education or display; or for 
investigating means of reducing bycatch, economic discards, or regulatory discards.  The HMS Management 
Division has the authority to issue four different types of EFPs; these are described below: 
 
Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs): Under both the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) and the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act (ATCA), non-scientific activities may be 
authorized under EFPs.  EFPs are necessary to allow research conducted from a commercial or recreational fishing 
vessel that would otherwise be prohibited by existing regulations.  

 
Display Permit:  Display permits are issued for the collection of HMS for the purpose of public display. Generally, 
display permits are issued to commercial or recreational fishing vessels, capable of keeping fish alive from the time 
of capture to the point of transfer to an approved aquarium or other facility. 

 
Letter of Acknowledgements (LOAs): Technically, scientific research is exempted from regulation under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, so NMFS does not issue EFPs for bona fide research activities (i.e., research conducted 
from a research vessel as opposed to from a commercial or recreational fishing vessel) involving species regulated 
or prohibited under Magnuson-Stevens Act Fishery Management Plans (FMPs).  In such cases, NMFS issues a 
LOA to researchers to indicate concurrence by NMFS that the proposed activity meets the definition of scientific 
research and is therefore exempt from regulation.  
 
Scientific Research Permits (SRPs): ATCA confers regulatory authority over scientific research so that all 
sources of mortality of species regulated by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT) can be reported by the Secretary.  In cases where tunas, swordfish, and billfishes are being collected, 
NMFS will issue an EFP if the research/collection occurs in conjunction with regulated commercial or recreational 
fishing activity, or an SRP if the collection of regulated species occurs as part of a research cruise (e.g., NMFS or 
university research vessel). 
 
Chartering Permit: A 2002 ICCAT recommendation (02-21) states that at the time of a chartering arrangement, 
the chartering and flag Contracting Parties shall provide specific information concerning the charter to the ICCAT 
Executive Secretary, including vessel details, target species, duration, and consent of the flag Contracting Party or 
Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity.  In order to comply with this recommendation, NMFS 
requires that vessel owners apply for and obtain a NMFS chartering permit before fishing under a chartering 
arrangement with a foreign entity.  A chartering permit would exempt the vessel from domestic regulations as 
needed.  U.S. vessels fishing under a chartering permit cannot concurrently land fish counted against U.S. quotas, 
however, prohibited species takes are counted against the Incidental Take Statement from the relevant Biological 
Opinion.  The separate application for a chartering permit is covered under OMB 0678-0495.  Please contact the 
HMS Management Division to request a chartering permit application. 
 
Requirements 

Per the HMS regulations, a valid shark research fishery permit, EFP, SRP, Display Permit, or LOA must be on 
board the harvesting vessel, must be available when animals are landed, and, in the case of capturing animals for 
display, must be available when the animal is transported from the vessel to the display facility, and must be 
presented for inspection upon request of an authorized officer. 
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An application will not be deemed complete until all of the information on the application is submitted to the HMS 
Management Division in writing.  NMFS often takes at least 60 days from the date the application is deemed 
complete to make a determination on issuing the EFP; although the agency may take additional time to analyze the 
environmental, economic, and social impacts of proposed research if the activity has not been previously analyzed.  
An incomplete application will not be considered until corrected in writing. 
 
A shark research fishery permit, EFP, SRP, Display Permit, or LOA is valid only for the specific authorized 
vessel(s), samplers, time, area, gear, and species indicated on the permit.  Except for the regulatory exemptions 
specifically referenced on the permit, all HMS regulations at 50 CFR Part 635 shall apply during the conduct of the 
fishing activity.  All private vessels listed on a shark research fishery permit, EFP, SRP, Display Permit, or LOA 
should have a valid HMS recreational or commercial HMS permit. 
 
Once the public display and scientific quota has been reached based on reported landings from interim reports, no 
additional EFPs, SRPs, or Display Permits will be issued.  Once 80 percent of the commercial sandbar shark quota 
has been reached based on scientific observer reports, the shark research fishery will be closed. 
 
The issuance of a shark research fishery permit, EFP, SRP, Display Permit, or LOA in no way confers any right to 
collect/harvest species in waters under state jurisdiction.  The appropriate state fish and wildlife agency must be 
contacted regarding any collection in state waters, as separate state permits may be required for collection/harvest 
in state waters. 
 
Within 5 days of the collection of any HMS under an EFP, SRP, LOA, or Display Permit, an interim report, 
supplied by NMFS, must be submitted to the address below.  These forms include authorized sampler, date of 
collection, species, fork length, total length, weight, sex, disposition, tag number, gear used, area caught, depth, 
water temperature, vessel name, name of vessel master, signature, and date of signature.  An annual report of all 
fishing activities and disposition of all fish collected under the permit must also be submitted to NMFS at the 
address below upon completion of the authorized activities.  Both forms are supplied to permit holders at the time 
the permit is issued and additional (or electronic) copies can be obtained upon request. 
 
Fishermen holding a shark research fishery permit do not need to submit an interim or annual report.  Fishermen 
with a shark research fishery permit should report their commercial catch in the appropriate logbook. 
 
Collection of Sharks for Display Purposes 

Consistent with the 1999 HMS FMP, and if deemed appropriate, NMFS will issue a Display Permit with tags as 
well as the interim and annual report forms.  Each permit will be valid only for the number of animals and tags 
specified, and each animal must be tagged immediately to be considered an authorized collection.  The animal must 
be tagged aboard the collection vessel and maintained in the animal during the acclimation holding period.   
 
However, the tag may be removed once the animal is transported to the facility where it will be displayed.  Should 
an animal be deemed unsuitable for public display during the acclimation period, the animal must be released with 
the tag intact in a manner that ensures the maximum probability of survival, and the annual report should be 
returned indicating that the animal has been released.  NMFS may issue replacement tags for such released animals. 
 
NMFS will consider accreditation in the American Zoo and Aquarium Association, or equivalent standards, as 
meeting the requirement of providing adequate facilities for an animal.   
 
Protected Resources 
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The permit holder must comply with the Reasonable and Prudent Measures and Terms and Conditions of the the 
applicable Biological Opinion(s) and will report specimens, including ESA-listed species, caught under the 
authority of this permit to the HMS Management Division via submittal of Interim and Annual Reports in order to 
be eligible for such coverage.  Please be advised that these actions may require authorizations under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act for interactions with marine mammals.  Please consult the following url for information 
about when additional consultations are required (http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental.htm#apply) and 
contact the Office of Protected Resources in Silver Spring, Maryland at 301-427-8400.  This permit does not 
authorize the incidental take of marine mammals. 

HMS EFP Contact Information 

Please submit any EFP applications with all of the required information, interim reports, and annual reports to: 

Craig Cockrell 
Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1) 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Craig.Cockrell@noaa.gov 

For additional HMS EFP information, contact Craig Cockrell at 301-427-8503.  Applications may be faxed to
301-713-1917. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the 
conservation and management of Atlantic tunas, swordfish, sharks, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock 
assessment and in developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 40 
minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing 
this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted 
fishing permit activity is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information 
submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are 
not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty 
for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-0471 Expires 12/31/2017. 

Privacy Act Statement
Authority:  The collection of this information is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C 1801 et seq., 
the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act, the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950, the Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention Act, the Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act (WCPFCIA; 16 U.S.C. 6901 et seq), the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species Act and 
the Fur Seal Act.  The authority for the mandatory collection of the Tax Identification Number (TIN) is 31 U.S.C. 7701. 

Purpose: In order to manage U.S. fisheries, the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requires the use of permits or registrations by participants in 
the United States. Information on NOAA Fisheries permit applicants and renewing holders includes vessel owner contact information, date of birth, TIN and 
vessel descriptive information.  Permit holder information may be used as sampling frames for surveys, as part of Fishery Management Council (FMC) 
analysis to support FMC decisions.

Routine Uses:  The Department will use this information to determine permit eligibility and to identify fishery participants. Disclosure of this information is 
permitted under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a), to be shared within NMFS offices, in order to coordinate monitoring and management of 
sustainability of fisheries and protected resources, as well as with the applicable State or Regional Marine Fisheries Commissions and International 
Organizations. Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice 
COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations for the United States Federally Regulated Fisheries.

Disclosure:  Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to provide complete and accurate information will prevent the determination of 
eligibility for a permit.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental.htm#apply
mailto:Craig.Cockrell@noaa.gov
http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-19.html


FEDERAL ATLANTIC SHARK RESEARCH PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION 

 
Page 1 of 5

Applicant’s Name:                                                  
 

Address:                   Phone Number:     
 

                        Fax Number:      
 

City    State  Zip              Email Address:     

 
 

Atlantic Shark Research Fishery  
 

Things to consider before submitting your shark research fishery application: 
a) You must submit a copy of your vessel documentation and Federal fishing permit with this 

application in order for your application to be deemed complete. 
b) Your vessel must have a current, valid USCG safety inspection decal (50 CFR 700.746 (d)) in 

order to be considered for the shark research fishery. 
c) If you have been charged criminally or civilly (e.g., issued a Notice of Violation and Assessment 

(NOVA) or Notice of Permit Sanction) for any HMS related violation with such charges resulting 
in a final, adverse administrative or judicial order, guilty plea, or settlement agreement, your 
vessel will not be considered for the shark research fishery. 

d) Providing an e-mail address will allow NMFS to contact you to inform you if your application is 
complete, to ask for additional information, or to send your permit, if applicable.  

e) Please be sure to sign the application 
1)  
What type of commercial 
permit do you possess?  

Vessel 1  
ID _________ 

Vessel 2  
ID________ 

Vessel 3  
ID________ 

Shark Directed     
Shark Incidental     
Other permits held    

2)  Does your vessel meet all the requirements specified in 50 CFR 635.7 to carry 
 an observer during all shark fishing trips pursuant to these permits?  
 ___Yes ___No  

Do your vessels have the 
following? 

Vessel 1  
ID _________ 

Vessel 2  
ID________ 

Vessel 3  
ID________ 

Survival craft to 
accommodate observer 
(50 CFR 600.746 (f) (6)) 

 
Yes _______ 
 
No ________ 

 
Yes _______ 
 
No ________ 

 
Yes _______ 
 
No ________ 

Appropriate bunk space/ 
sleeping accommodations 
(50 CFR 635.7 (e) (1)) 

 
Yes _______ 
 
No ________ 

 
Yes _______ 
 
No ________ 

 
Yes _______ 
 
No ________ 
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3a) Have you been selected to carry an observer in the past 2 years? ___Yes ___No 

3b) If yes, have you carried an observer in the past 2 years?   ____Yes ___No 

4) Have you fished for sharks commercially in the past 2 years? ____Yes ____No 
 If yes, approximately how many trips have you taken per year? ____________  

5) Fishing gear typically 
deployed from vessel(s) 

Vessel 1 
ID_________ 

Vessel 2 
ID__________ 

Vessel 3 
ID_________ 

Gillnet    
Bottom Longline    
Pelagic Longline    
Handgear    
Other (please specify)    

 
6) Regions fished for 
sharks in the past 

Vessel 1 
ID__________ 

Vessel 2 
ID___________ 

Vessel 3 
ID__________ 

Gulf of Mexico    
South Atlantic     
North Atlantic    
Other (please specify)    

 
7) Availability Vessel 1 

ID___________ 
Vessel 2 
ID_________ 

Vessel 3 
ID_________ 

In what month(s) is your 
vessel(s) available? 
 

   

In what area/region(s) is 
your vessel available? 
 

   

8) Will you attend meetings required by NMFS to describe the objectives and/or 
 research protocols regarding the shark research fishery? 
 ____Yes  ____No 

9) Will you carry out the research objectives set forth by the Agency? 
 ____Yes       ____No 

10) Can you carry out research in the Mid-Atlantic shark time/area closure area 
off the coast of North Carolina? 

 ____Yes ____No 
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Vessel Information 

Applications will be deemed incomplete if a signature and valid vessel documentation are not included. 
If the applicant’s name is different from the owner’s name, please fill in the appropriate information. 

 
Participating Vessel(s)1:  

1. Vessel Name     Owner’s Name:      
 

Phone Number:     Owner’s Address:      
 

Operator’s Name:             
 

Vessel Documentation Included?  Yes        No2
           Vessel ID #:      

 
2. Vessel Name     Owner’s Name:      
 

Phone Number:     Owner’s Address:      
 

Operator’s Name:             
 

Vessel Documentation Included?  Yes        No           Vessel ID#:      

 
3. Vessel Name     Owner’s Name:      
 

Phone Number:     Owner’s Address:      
 

Operator’s Name:             
 

Vessel Documentation Included?  Yes           No 
            Vessel ID#:     

 

Applicant’s 
Signature:              Date:     
 
 
 
 
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the 
conservation and management of Atlantic tunas, swordfish, sharks, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock 
assessment and in developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 40 
minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing 
this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted 
fishing permit activity is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information 
submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are 
not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty 
for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-0471 Expires 12/31/2017.

                                                 
1 Include additional sheets if more than three vessels are needed for the exempted fishing activity or shark research fishery. 
2 Application will not be deemed complete until all information is provided to NMFS.  Please attach documentation (U.S. 
Coast Guard documentation, state license, or registration, and HMS permit) for each vessel to this application. 
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Shark Research Fishery 
Regulations governing the issuance of a Federal shark research fishery permit are contained in 50 CFR Part 635.  
NMFS will publish annually in the Federal Register a notice describing, for the following year, the expected 
research objectives.  In general, shark research fishery permits are issued each year to qualified applicants who have 
submitted a complete application to NMFS and are selected to participate.  The shark research fishery would allow 
NMFS and commercial shark fishermen to conduct cooperative research to collect fishery-dependent data for 
management of the Atlantic shark fishery.   
 
Shark Research Fishery Permit: A valid shark research fishery permit is required to fish for, take, retain, or 
possess Atlantic sharks, including sandbar sharks, in excess of retention limits described in 635.24 (a).  A shark 
research fishery permit is only valid for the vessel, owner, and operator(s) specified and cannot be transferred to 
another vessel, owner, or operator(s).  A shark research fishery permit is only valid for the retention limits, time, 
area, and gear specified on the permit, and only when a NMFS-approved observer is on board.  Issuance of a shark 
research fishery permit does not guarantee that the holder will be issued a NMFS-approved observer on any 
particular trip.  Rather, issuance indicates that a vessel may be issued a NMFS-approved observer for a particular 
trip and on such trips may be allowed to harvest Atlantic sharks, including sandbar sharks, in excess of retention 
limits specified in 635.24 (a). 
 
Requirements 
Per the HMS regulations, a valid shark research fishery permit must be on board the harvesting vessel and must be 
available when animals are landed. 
 

An application will not be deemed complete until all of the information on the application is submitted to the HMS 
Management Division in writing.  An incomplete application will not be considered until corrected in writing. 
 
A shark research fishery permit is valid only for the specific authorized vessel(s), samplers, time, area, gear, and 
species indicated on the permit.  Except for the regulatory exemptions specifically referenced on the permit, all 
HMS regulations at 50 CFR Part 635 shall apply during the conduct of the fishing activity.  All private vessels 
listed on a shark research permit should have a valid HMS recreational or commercial HMS permit. 
 
Once 80 percent of the commercial sandbar shark quota has been reached based on scientific observer reports, the 
shark research fishery will be closed. 
 
The issuance of a shark research fishery permit in no way confers any right to collect/harvest species in waters 
under state jurisdiction.  The appropriate state agency must be contacted regarding any collection in state waters, as 
separate state permits may be required for collection/harvest in state waters. 
 
Fishermen with a shark research fishery permit should report their commercial catch in the appropriate logbook. 
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Atlantic Shark Research Fishery Contact Information 
Please submit any Shark Research Fishery applications with all required information to: 

Guý DuBeck  
Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1) 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
NMFS.research.fishery@noaa.gov 

For additional Shark Research Fishery Information please contact Guý DuBeck, Delisse Ortiz, or Karyl Brewster-
Geisz at 301-427-8503.  Applications may be faxed to 301-713-1917. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the 
conservation and management of Atlantic tunas, swordfish, sharks, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock 
assessment and in developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 40 
minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing 
this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted 
fishing permit activity is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information 
submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are 
not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty 
for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-0471 Expires 09/30/2014.  

Privacy Act Statement

Authority:  The collection of this information is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, 16 U.S.C 1801 et seq., 
the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act, the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950, the Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention Act, the Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Convention Implementation Act (WCPFCIA; 16 U.S.C. 6901 et seq), the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species Act and 
the Fur Seal Act.  The authority for the mandatory collection of the Tax Identification Number (TIN) is 31 U.S.C. 7701. 

Purpose: In order to manage U.S. fisheries, the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requires the use of permits or registrations by participants 
in the United States. Information on NOAA Fisheries permit applicants and renewing holders includes vessel owner contact information, date of birth, TIN 
and vessel descriptive information.  Permit holder information may be used as sampling frames for surveys, as part of Fishery Management Council (FMC) 
analysis to support FMC decisions.

Routine Uses:  The Department will use this information to determine permit eligibility and to identify fishery participants. Disclosure of this information is 
permitted under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a), to be shared within NMFS offices, in order to coordinate monitoring and management of 
sustainability of fisheries and protected resources, as well as with the applicable State or Regional Marine Fisheries Commissions and International 
Organizations. Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice 
COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations for the United States Federally Regulated Fisheries.

Disclosure:  Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to provide complete and accurate information will prevent the determination of 
eligibility for a permit.

http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-19.html


Highly Migratory Species EFP, SRP, and Display Permit ANNUAL Report 
 
This form is mandatory for all HMS exempted fishing, scientific research, and display permit holders; voluntary for all letter of 
acknowledgment permit holders.  Please complete this form within 30 days of the expiration of your permit and mail to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, HMS Management Division, Attn: Craig Cockrell, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
 
Permit Number: _____________________________________ 
Vessel Name: _______________________________________ 
Authorized Sampler (print): ____________________________ 
Was NMFS funding used to collect these specimens?   (Circle 
one)  Yes     No  

Certification: I certify that the information provided by me on this form is true to the 
best of my knowledge, and made in good faith.  FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS 
FORM IS PUNISHABLE BY LAW. 
Name of Permit Holder/Associate (print): _____________________ 
Signature of Permit Holder/Associate: ________________________ 
Date: _________________ 

 
 
Total Number Kept 

 
Total Number 
Discarded 

 
Species (Common Name) 

 
Total Number 
Caught 
  

Alive  
 
Dead 

 
Alive 

 
Dead 

 
Total Number Tagged 

 
Blue Marlin 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
White Marlin 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Longbill Spearfish 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Atlantic Sailfish 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Billfish Unspecified 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Billfish 
 

 
Billfish Larvae 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Swordfish 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Swordfish 

 
Swordfish Larvae 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bluefin Tuna 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Yellowfin Tuna 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bigeye Tuna 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Albacore Tuna 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Blackfin Tuna 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Skipjack Tuna 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tuna Unspecified 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tuna 

 
Tuna Larvae 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sandbar 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Silky  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tiger 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Blacktip 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Spinner 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bull 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Scalloped Hammerhead 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Lemon 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Nurse 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Great Hammerhead 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Large Coastal 
Sharks 

 
Other: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Finetooth 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bonnethead 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Blacknose  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Small Coastal 
Sharks 

 
Atlantic Sharpnose 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Blue 

      

 
Porbeagle 

      

 
Oceanic Whitetip 

      

Common Thresher       

Pelagic Sharks 

Shortfin Mako       
 
Sand Tiger 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bigeye Thresher  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Night 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Dusky 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Atlantic Angel 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Prohibited 
Sharks 

 
Other: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Turtles (sp. _________) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Protected 
Resources  

Other: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the conservation and management of Atlantic 
tunas, swordfish, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock assessment and in developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for 
this collection of information is estimated to average 40 minutes per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for 
reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted fishing permit activity is required 
under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such 
information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall 
any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently
valid OMB Control Number, OMB Control #0648-0471 Expires 09/30/2014. 



 
Instructions for the Annual Report Form 

 
NOTE: All data provided are confidential and will be used to determine the cumulative effects of exempted 
fishing activities on marine resources as well as provide scientific information on species that would otherwise 
be prohibited from collection/possession.  Consistent and accurate reporting is critical for achieving the benefits 
of conservation and management of Atlantic Highly Migratory Species fisheries.  This form is mandatory for all 
Exempted Fishing, Scientific Research, and Display Permit holders.  This form is voluntary for all Letter of 
Acknowledgment Permit holders.  If you have any questions, please contact the HMS Management Division at 
(301) 427-8503.  For additional copies of the Interim Report Form, respondents may either make additional 
copies or contact the HMS Management Division at the number listed above.  
 
STEP 1               
Please use a ballpoint pen and print clearly to record the following on the form: 
$ Permit Number:  The permit number located at the top of each permit issued.   
$ Vessel Name:  The name of the vessel authorized and used to collect or tag fish. 
$ Authorized Sampler (print):  The name of the person authorized to sample, collect, or tag fish. 
$ Was NMFS funding used to collect these specimens?  Circle yes or no, as appropriate. 
$ Name of Permit Holder/Associate:  Printed name of permit holder/associate as listed on permit. 
$ Signature of Permit Holder/Associate:  Signed name of permit holder/associate as listed on permit. 
$ Date:  Date of signature as listed above. 
 
STEP 2 
Please use a ballpoint pen and print clearly to record the following on the form: 
$ Species (Common Name):  For each species caught during the life of the permit, please record the 

following information: 
1. Total Number Caught:  Sum total = should equal the sum of the next five columns combined. 
2.  Total Number Kept:  Sum total of fish/protected resources kept dead as well as sum total of fish kept 

alive. 
3.  Total Number Discarded:  Sum total of fish/protected resources discarded dead as well as sum total 

of fish/protected resources discarded alive (excluding fish/protected resources tagged and 
released alive). 

4.  Total Number Tagged:  Sum total of fish/protected resources tagged.  This sum does not include 
fish/protected resources discarded alive. 

 
STEP 3  
$ Make copies of all interim report forms for your records. 
$ Mail the original interim report form to the National Marine Fisheries Service, HMS Management 

Division, Attn: Craig Cockrell, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the 
conservation and management of Atlantic tunas, swordfish, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock assessment and in 
developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 40 minutes per response.  Send 
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly 
Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted fishing permit activity is required under 
the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except 
that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-0471 Expires 
09/30/2014. 



Highly Migratory Species EFP, SRP, and Display Permit Interim Report 
 
This form is mandatory for all HMS exempted fishing, scientific research, and display permit holders; voluntary for all letter of acknowledgment permit holders.  Please complete and mail  this form within 5 days of landing/collection/tagging 
to the National Marine Fisheries Service, HMS Management Division, Attn: Craig Cockrell, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
 
Permit Number: _______________________________________ 
Vessel Name: _________________________________________ 
Authorized Sampler (print): ______________________________ 
Did you fish? (circle one):  YES NO 

Gear Used (circle one):  PLL BLL GIL HNL HND 
PKN BLK SCU PS TWL HAR BUY CSN 
Other: ____________________ 
Protected Resources Interactions (circle one):  YES  NO 

Certification: I certify that the information provided by me on this form is true to the best of my knowledge, 
and made in good faith.  FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS FORM IS PUNISHABLE BY LAW. 
Name of Permit Holder/Associate (print):_________________________ 
Signature of Permit Holder/Associate: ___________________________ 
Date: _________________ 

 
 
Length (inches) 

 
Weight 
(pounds) 

 
Disposition   

 
Tag Information 
(if applicable) 

 
Water 

 
Fish 
# 

 
Date 
(Landed, 
 Caught, 
or 
Tagged) 

  
Reported 

In 
Commercial 
Logbooks 

(Yes or No) 
 

 
Species   
(Common 
Name)  

Fork 
 

 
Total 

 
Pectoral 
Width 

 
Lower 
Jaw 

 
ww 

 
dw 

 
Sex 
 
  

Dead, 
Alive, 
Tagged 

 
Kept, 
Discarded, 
Released 

 
Price 
(if 
sold, 
U.S. 
$) 

 
Type 

 
Number 

 
Area 
Caught 
(Lat/Long) 

 
Area 
Released 
(Lat/Long) 

 
Port 
Landed 
(city, 
state) 

 
Captivity 
Location  
(if kept 
for public 
display) 

 
Depth 
(meters) 

 
Surface 
Temp. 
(E C) 

 
(Ex) 

 
1/1/04 

 
No 

 
Sandbar 

 
 

 
21.3  

 
 

 
 

 
27 

 
 

 
M 

 
Alive 

 
Kept 

 
 

 
C 

 
11111 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
HMS 
Aquarium 

 
9 

 
27 

 
1 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
3 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
4 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
5 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
6 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
7 
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10 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the conservation and management of Atlantic tunas, swordfish, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for 
stock assessment and in developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted fishing permit activity is required under the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to 
preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is 
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-0471 
Expires 09/30/2014. 
 



Instructions for the Interim Report Form 
 

NOTE: All data provided are confidential and will be used to determine the cumulative effects of exempted fishing 
activities on marine resources as well as provide scientific information on species that would otherwise be prohibited from 
collection/possession.  Consistent and accurate reporting is critical for achieving the benefits of conservation and 
management of Atlantic Highly Migratory Species fisheries.  This form is mandatory for all Exempted Fishing, Scientific 
Research, and Display Permit holders.  This form is voluntary for all Letter of Acknowledgment Permit holders.  If you 
have any questions, please contact the HMS Management Division at (301) 427-8503.  For additional copies of the 
Interim Report Form, respondents may either make additional copies or contact the HMS Management Division at the 
number listed above.  If you did not fish during any one month, please submit a copy of the Interim Report Form within 5 
days of the last day of the "no-fish" month, noting that you did not fish by circling the appropriate response under Fishing 
Activity (i.e., Did you fish:  YES   NO).  If you did fish, you must complete and submit a copy of the Interim Report Form 
within 5 days of landing, collecting, or tagging fish authorized under an EFP, SRP, or Display Permit.  Please use a 
separate form for each gear type. 
 
STEP 1               
Please use a ballpoint pen and print clearly to record the following on the form: 
$ Permit Number:  The permit number located at the top of each permit issued.   
$ Vessel Name:  The name of the vessel authorized and used to collect or tag fish. 
$ Authorized Sampler (print):  The name of the person authorized to sample, collect, or tag fish. 
$ Fishing Activity:  If you did not fish circle no.  If you did fish circle yes. 
$ Gear Used:  Circle the appropriate code for the gear type used in the authorized fishing activity.  The codes are as 

follows:  PLL = Pelagic Longline; BLL = Bottom Longline; GIL = Gilnet; HNL = Hook and Line (including rod 
and reel); HND = Handnet; PKN = Plankton Net; BLK = Blockline; SCU = Scuba; PS = Purse Seine; TWL = 
Trawl; HAR = Harpoon; BUY = Buoy; CSN = Castnet; Other = Any other gear type not listed above. 

$ Protected Species Interactions:  Indicate Yes or No to explain whether any interactions with protected species 
occurred during the authorized fishing activity.  If you answer yes, please enter the date, protected species 
common name, disposition, area caught, area released, and water information as listed in the table format. 

$ Name of Permit Holder/Associate:  Printed name of permit holder/associate as listed on permit. 
$ Signature of Permit Holder/Associate:  Signed name of permit holder/associate as listed on permit. 
$ Date:  Date of signature as listed above. 
 
STEP 2 (If the answer to "Did you fish?", in Step 1 above, was no, then proceed to STEP 3 below) 
Please use a ballpoint pen and print clearly to record the following on the form: 
$ Date: Calendar date (month/day/year) that fish was landed, caught, or tagged. 
$ Reported in Commercial Logbooks:  Indicate (i.e., Yes or No) whether fish was reported in commercial logbooks. 
$ Species: Common name of the Highly Migratory Species (HMS) landed, caught, or tagged.  Please also include 

the common name of any protected species incidentally caught during the authorized fishing activity.   
$ Length:  Length of fish in inches (Straight Fork Length) 
$ Weight: Weight of the fish in either whole weight (ww) or dressed weight (dw).   
$ Sex: Sex (Male = M; Female = F; Unknown = U) of fish. 
$ Disposition: Notation of whether the fish is dead, alive, or tagged alive when either kept, discarded or released. 
$ Price:  Sales price (in U.S. dollars) when fish is sold. 
$ Tag Information:  Type of tag may be coded for the following: Conventional = C; PIT Tag = P ; or Archival = A. 

 Tag number is the unique identifier for each tag. 
$ Area Caught:  Location (i.e., Latitude and Longitude) where fish is caught. 
$ Area Released:  Location (i.e., Latitude and Longitude) where fish is released. 
$ Port Landed:  Port location (i.e., city and state) where fish is landed, if kept or sold. 
$ Captivity Location:  Location (i.e., facility name) where fish is kept or offloaded for public display. 
$ Water:  Provide measurement of the water depth (in meters) and surface temperature (in degrees Celsius), if 

known. 
 
STEP 3  
$ Make copies of all interim report forms for your records. 
$ Mail the original interim report form to the National Marine Fisheries Service, HMS Management Division, Attn: 

Craig Cockrell, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE: Collection of information through an exempted fishing permit program provides essential information for the 
conservation and management of Atlantic tunas, swordfish, and billfish.  Information on distribution and migratory patterns will be used for stock assessment and in 
developing international catch sharing agreements.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response.  Send 
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: NMFS, Highly 
Migratory Species Management Division (F/SF1), 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Reporting of exempted fishing permit activity is required under 
the authority of the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act.  It is NOAA policy to preserve the confidentiality of information submitted under this reporting requirement, except 
that NMFS may release such information in aggregate or summary form, such that individual identifiers are not disclosed (NAO 216-100).  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. OMB Control #0648-0471 Expires 
09/30/2014. 
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actively pursue bluefin tuna to those 
with only authorized gear. 

The CCCFA would like to test the 
effectiveness of EM for confirming 
authorized gear is used to catch Atlantic 
tunas, while unauthorized gear (for 
tunas) is onboard. Fishermen would be 
targeting groundfish with benthic 
longline, jigging machines, handgear, 
demersal gillnet (6.5-inch groundfish 
and 10–12-inch tie-down monkfish 
gillnet), or otter trawl. The applicants 
would commit to 100 percent of the 
trips being recorded and 100 percent of 
the footage being reviewed. Video 
footage would be reviewed by Ecotrust 
Canada, a third-party EM service 
provider. Also, vessels using harpoon 
gear would have EM camera views that 
would allow for viewing all fishing 
operations to ensure compliance, 
including adding necessary cameras to 
cover the pulpit and harpoon throw. 

The CCCFA has requested that four 
vessels be exempted from the 
regulations at 50 CFR 635.19(b). These 
vessels would be listed as authorized 
vessels on the EFP and would also 
possess Atlantic Tunas General Category 
permits and/or Swordfish General 
Commercial permits. If granted, this EFP 
would expire on December 31, 2017. 

NMFS finds this application warrants 
further consideration. The agency may 
impose possible conditions on this EFP, 
if it is granted, based on consideration 
of public comments and further 
analyses. The submission of reports on 
the exempted fishing activities would be 
due within 5 days of the completion of 
fishing trips, as well as a summary 
report within 30 days of the expiration 
of the EFP, if issued. 

NMFS requests comments and offers 
a 15-day comment period on this notice, 
consistent with EFP regulations at 50 
CFR 600.745. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 1801 
et seq. 

Dated: July 12, 2017. 

Emily H. Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14935 Filed 7–14–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Scientific 
Research, Exempted Fishing, and 
Exempted Activity Submissions 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 15, 
2017. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Craig Cockrell, Highly 
Migratory Species Management 
Division, 13533 F/SF1, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910; 
(301) 427–8503; or craig.cockrell@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
current information collection. 

Exempted fishing permits (EFPs), 
scientific research permits (SRPs), 
display permits, letters of 
acknowledgment (LOAs), and shark 
research fishery permits are issued 
under the authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Reauthorization Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) (16 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq.) and/or the Atlantic Tunas 
Convention Act (ATCA) (16 U.S.C. 971 
et seq.). Issuance of EFPs and related 
permits is necessary for the collection of 
Highly Migratory Species (HMS) for 
public display and scientific research 
that requires exemption from 
regulations (e.g., seasons, prohibited 
species, authorized gear, and minimum 
sizes) that otherwise may prohibit such 

collection. Display permits are issued 
for the collection of HMS for the 
purpose of public display, and a limited 
number of shark research fishery 
permits are issued for the collection of 
fishery-dependent data for future stock 
assessments and cooperative research 
with commercial fishermen to meet the 
shark research objectives of the Agency. 

Regulations at 50 CFR 600.745 and 50 
CFR 635.32 govern scientific research 
activity, exempted fishing, and 
exempted educational activities with 
respect to Atlantic HMS. Since the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act does not include 
scientific research within the definition 
of ‘‘fishing’’, scientific research is 
exempt from this statute, and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) does not issue EFPs for bona 
fide research activities (e.g., research 
conducted from a research vessel and 
not a commercial or recreational fishing 
vessel) involving species that are only 
regulated under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (e.g., most species of sharks) and not 
under ATCA. NMFS requests copies of 
scientific research plans for these 
activities and indicates concurrence by 
issuing a LOA to researchers to indicate 
that the proposed activity meets the 
definition of scientific research and is 
therefore exempt from regulation. 

Scientific research is not exempt from 
regulation under ATCA. NMFS issues 
SRPs for collection of species managed 
under this statute (e.g., tunas, swordfish, 
billfish, and some shark species), which 
authorize researchers to collect HMS 
from bona fide research vessels (e.g., 
NMFS or university research vessel.) 
NMFS will issue an EFP when research/ 
collection involving such species occurs 
from commercial or recreational fishing 
platforms. 

To regulate these fishing activities, 
NMFS needs information to determine 
the justification for granting an EFP, 
LOA, SRP, display, or shark research 
fishery permit. The application 
requirements are detailed at 50 CFR 
600.745(b)(2). Interim, annual, and no- 
catch/fishing reports must also be 
submitted to the HMS Management 
Division within NMFS. The authority 
for the NMFS requiring this information 
is found at 50 CFR 635.32(a). 

NMFS has updated the burden 
estimates based on participation in the 
Atlantic HMS Management Division’s 
exempted fishing program from 2014 to 
2016 and the Shark Research Fishery 
from 2014–2016. Since 2014 the shark 
research fishery application and the 
exempted fishing permit application 
have been separate applications. The 
burden estimates for these two 
applications remain the same for each 
application (40 minutes). 
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II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include email of electronic 
forms, mail and facsimile transmission 
of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0471. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(revision of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Non-profit 
institutions; State, local, or tribal 
government; business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents for 
Research and Display Permits: 39. 

Estimated Number of Respondents for 
Shark Research Fishery Permits: 16. 

Estimated Number of Calls to Request 
an Observer for Shark Research Fishery 
Participants: 84. 

Estimated Time Per Response: 2 hours 
for a scientific research plan; 40 minutes 
for an application for an EFP, Display 
Permit, SRP, LOA, or Shark Research 
Permit; 1 hour for an interim report; 40 
minutes for an annual fishing report; 15 
minutes for an application for an 
amendment; 5 minutes for notification 
of departure phone calls to NMFS 
Enforcement; 10 minutes for calls to 
request and observer; and 2 minutes for 
‘‘no-catch’’ reports. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 616. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $7.84. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: July 11, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14863 Filed 7–14–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

BUREAU OF CONSUMER FINANCIAL 
PROTECTION 

[Docket No. CFPB–2017–0017] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Submission for OMB 
Review; Comment Request 

AGENCY: Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection. 
ACTION: Notice and request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA), the Bureau of Consumer 
Financial Protection (Bureau) is 
proposing to renew the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) 
approval for an existing information 
collection titled, ‘‘Fair Credit Reporting 
Act (Regulation V).’’ 
DATES: Written comments are 
encouraged and must be received on or 
before August 16, 2017 to be assured of 
consideration. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by the title of the information 
collection, OMB Control Number (see 
below), and docket number (see above), 
by any of the following methods: 

• Electronic: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• OMB: Office of Management and 
Budget, New Executive Office Building, 
Room 10235, Washington, DC 20503 or 
fax to (202) 395–5806. Mailed or faxed 
comments to OMB should be to the 
attention of the OMB Desk Officer for 
the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection. 

Please note that comments submitted 
after the comment period will not be 
accepted. In general, all comments 
received will become public records, 
including any personal information 
provided. Sensitive personal 
information, such as account numbers 
or Social Security numbers, should not 
be included. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Documentation prepared in support of 
this information collection request is 
available at www.reginfo.gov (this link 
becomes active on the day following 
publication of this notice). Select 
‘‘Information Collection Review,’’ under 
‘‘Currently under review, use the 
dropdown menu ‘‘Select Agency’’ and 
select ‘‘Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau’’ (recent submissions to OMB 

will be at the top of the list). The same 
documentation is also available at 
http://www.regulations.gov. Requests for 
additional information should be 
directed to the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, (Attention: PRA 
Office), 1700 G Street NW., Washington, 
DC 20552, (202) 435–9575, or email: 
CFPB_PRA@cfpb.gov. Please do not 
submit comments to this email box. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title of Collection: Fair Credit 
Reporting Act (Regulation V) 12 CFR 
1022. 

OMB Control Number: 3170–0002. 
Type of Review: Extension without 

change of a currently approved 
collection. 

Affected Public: Businesses and other 
for profit. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
779,073. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 6,093,412. 

Abstract: The consumer disclosures 
included in Regulation V are designed 
to alert consumers that a financial 
institution furnished negative 
information about them to a consumer 
reporting agency, that they have a right 
to opt out of receiving marketing 
materials and credit or insurance offers, 
that their credit report was used in 
setting the material terms of credit that 
may be less favorable than the terms 
offered to consumers with better credit 
histories, that they maintain certain 
rights with respect to a theft of their 
identity that they reported to a 
consumer reporting agency, that they 
maintain rights with respect to knowing 
what is in their consumer reporting 
agency file, that they can request a free 
credit report, and that they can report a 
theft of their identity to the CFPB. 
Consumers then can use the information 
provided to consider how and when to 
check and use their credit reports. 

This is a routine request for OMB to 
renew its approval of the collections of 
information currently approved under 
this OMB control number. The Bureau 
is not proposing any new or revised 
collections of information pursuant to 
this request. 
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS: The Bureau 
issued a 60-day Federal Register notice 
on February 23, 2017, 82 FR 11437, 
Docket Number: CFPB–2017–0003. 
Comments were solicited and continue 
to be invited on: (a) Whether the 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the Bureau, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; (b) The accuracy of the 
Bureau’s estimate of the burden of the 
collection of information, including the 
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