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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
DATA COLLECTION AND VERIFICATION FOR  
THE MARINE PROJECTED AREAS INVENTORY 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0449 
 

A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for revision and extension of this information collection.  A survey will be 
distributed to the partners every two years. 
 
Executive Order 13158 (EO 13158) directs the Department of Commerce and the 
Department of the Interior (DOI) to work with partners to strengthen the protection of 
Unites States (U.S.) ocean and coastal resources by developing a national system of 
marine protected areas (MPAs).  In order to develop that system, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and DOI have determined that it is necessary 
to first inventory those areas, in order to comply with EO 13158.  The U.S. has different 
levels of protection and management regimes at many levels of government.  State, local, 
territorial, and tribal governments have different ways in which they protect their marine 
environment through area-based management.   
 
A comprehensive data collection effort was undertaken to provide the federal 
government, its partners and the American people with information about their marine 
resources and the conservation and management of those resources. Information on 
MPAs throughout U.S. waters has now been centralized or organized in a coherent way 
into an online spatial database, the MPAs Inventory. This data collection effort has been 
in progress for the last 13 years and will continue in order to maintain the data set.  
Participants provide updates or corrections to their data if it changes or as they see 
appropriate, including the establishment of new MPAs or revisions of existing areas.  The 
number of federal programs, states, and territories submitting information is provided in 
table, below. 
 
   Number of Federal Agencies, States and Territories Reporting Through 3/15 
Governmental Level # of Respondents Through March 2015  
Federal  2 federal agencies, 6 programs 
States 29 coastal states 
Territories 5 coastal territories 
Partnerships 1 federal/state partnership program; state/local 

partnership programs in 7 states; territory/local 
partnership programs in 2 territories 

Tribes none 
Local Governments none 
 
The online spatial database (MPA Inventory) provides information on MPAs nationwide 
and is the result of 13 years of data gathering and initial quality assurance/quality control 

http://www.nepa.gov/nepa/regs/eos/eo13158.html


(QAQC).  As the status of MPAs is constantly changing, NOAA intends for this database 
to be updated annually based on feedback from MPA programs and other state, federal, 
territorial, tribal and local partnerships.  These updates will serve to improve the accuracy 
of the MPA Inventory products and will also provide a verification process to improve 
the quality and detail of the information provided.    Every year, MPA Inventory staff 
conduct an update based on readily available public information, boundary or regulation 
changes noted in the Federal Register and state codes, and feedback from partners and 
programs.  An online site data form can be filled out by any MPA Program interested in 
providing changes, updates or notifications to the current MPA Inventory database. 
 
In addition, under the terms of Executive Order 13158, the MPA Center works to 
enhance collaboration and capacity development among MPA programs in order to 
enhance MPA effectiveness.  To this end, the MPA Center plans to periodically 
(approximately every two years) survey federal, state and tribal MPA program managers 
and staff to identify capacity development needs and gather information to inform MPA 
management issues, such as managing recreational uses.  The first of those surveys is 
incorporated into this request. 
 
 2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information 
will be used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used 
to support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the 
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
The online site data form is used to assist the MPA Center in evaluating the accuracy of 
the MPA Inventory data and to provide a mechanism to receive updates, additions or 
changes to existing database information.  The online Inventory form can be used to 
identify new sites that should be added to the database or to provide clarification on the 
data stored in the existing version of the online MPA Inventory.  The existing MPA 
Inventory and any subsequent information gathered through the online site form is  used:  
1) by federal, state, local, territorial, and tribal governments as well as non-governmental 
organizations, universities, and individuals for scientific research, management, and 
operational purposes; 2) by industry when seeking federal licenses or permits or 
preparing environmental impact statements required for various offshore activities; 3) to 
glean basic information about the U.S.’ marine and coastal waters, such as the area that is 
explicitly managed or protected, what protections exist and where they are located, and 
how these management areas are related to each other; and, 4) to improve management of 
these areas and allow for more efficient and effective communication and coordination 
between management entities.  
 
The data will continue to be provided on the Web 
site, www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov, where information from the federal programs 
areas and the several states and territories that have responded are available. Through an 
online data viewer, the general public can view, sort and query the information stored in 
the database on an interactive map (this viewer is currently being updated).   The MPA 
Inventory is also served in various spatial data formats for use in existing and planned 
data portals.  The MPA Inventory will also be accessible through the Marine Cadastre 

http://www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/


(http://marinecadastre.gov/)  other relevant NOAA data portals.  Other examples of how 
the data will be presented can be seen in the MPA Inventory section of the website 
at  www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/dataanalysis/mpainventory  
 
Specifically, the site data form asks for any relevant updates to a site’s existing 
classification or information.  For wholly new sites, it collects: 1) general information 
about the site, such as name and year established; 2) information about each site’s 
conservation focus and regulatory scope; 3) information about the site’s management 
capabilities as provided through the site’s management plan; and 4) information about the 
availability of geographic information system (GIS) shape files.  
 
Collected information describes attributes of each MPA such as level of protection (e.g. 
ranging from whether it is a multiple-use area with limited protection to restriction of all 
uses); whether the protection exists year-round; whether it is focused on protecting 
natural resources, cultural resources or both; whether and how the site restricts fishing; 
and its planned management capabilities (e.g. does it have monitoring, research, 
education, permitting programs, etc.)  When completed, the form provides information 
about each MPA for the database that is comparable across different programs (e.g. 
parks, refuges, sanctuaries) and levels of government (i.e., federal, state, territorial, 
partnership) and can be applied at local, state, regional, and national scales. 
 
An additional nomination checklist form is also posted 
at www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov to collect information from eligible federal, state, 
territorial, local and tribal governments seeking to nominate their MPA to be part of the 
national system of MPAs.  MPA programs (approximately five each year) provide 
information on how their nominated sites meet the goals and objectives of the national 
system of MPAs (after their nominations have been reviewed and accepted, these 
programs continue to provide annual updates as needed for changes to the MPA 
attributes) 
 
Metadata has been created to order to organize all of the MPA Inventory data, make it 
more easily retrievable, and further ensure its quality. 
 
Data from periodic surveys of MPA managers and staff, including the effort proposed 
here, will be used to augment, where appropriate, the Inventory’s site records and to 
assess current management issues at the nation’s MPAs.  Synthesized summaries of these 
survey data will be publically available on the MPA Center 
website, www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov.  Summaries will also be presented at 
professional conferences and via conference calls and webinars with MPA managers to 
discuss options for improving collaboration and management effectiveness. 
 
NOAA’s Ocean Service will retain control over the information and safeguard it from 
improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question10 of this 
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The 
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information 

http://marinecadastre.gov/
http://www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/dataanalysis/mpainventory
http://www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/
http://www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/


quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality 
control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 
106-554. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the 
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other 
forms of information technology. 
 
The site data form and the nomination checklist can be accessed online or can be 
completed: 1) by a site’s (respondent) staff and sent via e-mail to the National MPA 
Center or 2) through the respondent’s telephone discussion with National MPA Center 
staff.   
 
The online forms can be filled out electronically and then returned to MPA Center staff.  
The current version of the MPA Inventory database is accessible over the Internet 
at http://www.mpa.gov/helpful_resources/inventoryfiles/mpai_newsiteform.pdf. 
 
The survey of MPA managers and staff will be conducted electronically via Survey 
Monkey.   
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The MPA Inventory is unique, and comparable information is not being collected by 
other entities.  The MPA Center conducts internet searches to determine that such a 
collection does not already exist.  MPA Center staff are also working with the World 
Commission on Protected Areas’ World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) to ensure 
that information for U.S. MPAs within this global database is accurate and complete.  
Similarly, there are no existing or ongoing surveys of MPA managers pertaining to 
recreational uses in their waters.    
 
5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
The data collection involves federal agencies, all coastal state and territorial 
governments, and could involve a few coastal tribal and local governments.  The 
collection does not involve small businesses.  Small local governments are provided 
assistance in filling out the form, when requested, either by the National MPA Center 
and/or the appropriate state or territorial partner. 
 
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Data will be collected once for each site; however, respondents are able to provide 
updates or edits to their data as appropriate. If data are not collected, the public will not 
receive complete, vital information about their coastal and ocean resources and the 
protection and management of those resources, and the Federal government cannot 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.mpa.gov/helpful_resources/inventoryfiles/mpai_newsiteform.pdf


proceed with identifying which existing MPAs are eligible to be a part of the National 
System of MPAs established under EO 13158.  
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
The collection will be conducted consistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public 
comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the 
public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken 
by the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with 
persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, 
frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or 
reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or 
reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on February 2, 2015 (80 FR 5515) solicited public 
comment on this collection.  No comments were received.  
 
Representatives from the Department of the Interior, other federal MPA programs, as 
well as members of regional fisheries offices have helped shape and review this form in 
the past. These representatives were encouraged to comment on the usability of the form. 
 
On February 24, 2015, the MPA Center hosted a webinar meeting of federal and state 
MPA programs attended by 14 MPA programs nationwide.  Participants were briefed 
about the survey’s purposes and content and asked if they had any comments on the 
availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, 
disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, 
disclosed, or reported.  They were also invited to provide written comments on this issue 
if preferred.  Two participants representing MPA programs noted verbally on the webinar 
that they had no comments.  No other comments were received.   
 
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Gifts or payments are not currently planned. 
 
10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the data entry form, there is no assurance of confidentiality.  
 
  



11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are 
commonly considered private. 
 
There are no questions of a sensitive nature. 
 
12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The initial data collection effort for the MPA Inventory was completed in the first 13 
years of the MPA Center’s existence.  The proposed extension is necessary to maintain 
accurate and current records and to ensure that all federal, state, commonwealth, and 
territorial governments, obtain information about new or modified sites.  The total 
estimated responses are 52 for updates or additions of new sites in the next three years.  
 
For new sites, it is estimated to take between 20-30 minutes to research and complete the 
form.  For existing sites needing clarification or modification to one or two fields, this 
could be substantially less, usually 10 minutes. The MPA Center estimates that there will 
be approximately 42 updates and 10 responses for new sites over the three year period.  
For the 10 new sites, assuming a conservative response time of 30 minutes, there will be 
an estimated five hours required to respond to this information request during this three 
year extension request, annualized to 1.6 (2) hours.   For the 42 existing sites updating 
information, assuming a response time of 10 minutes, there will be an estimated seven 
hours required to respond to this information request during this three year extension 
request, annualized to 2.3 (2) hours.   
 
For bi-annual surveys of MPA managers and staff, responses are estimated to require 
approximately 20-30 minutes, and an estimated 80-100 individuals may respond.  
Assuming 30 minutes per survey and 100 respondents, this would require 50 hours to 
collect the information, or 25 hours per year.   
 
13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
recordkeepers resulting from the collection. 
 
There will be no financial cost associated with completing the online site form. 
 
14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
This survey is part of a greater Inventory effort, and as such it will fall under regularly 
scheduled Inventory activities.  The estimated cost of this data collection effort is 
approximately 5% of an FTE annually, currently performed by a GS-14 ($7,250 
annually).  
 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported. 
 
Program Change: The addition of a bi-annual survey of MPA managers and staff will 
require an additional 25 hours per year to gather this information.   



Adjustment: However, due to the number of sites that have already been added to the 
MPA Inventory over the past decade, the number of responses has decreased from 750 
from 2008-2011 to 300 from 2012-2015 to 52 from 2015-2018.  Overall, the number of 
hours for updates and new site additions will be reduced from 50 to 4.  
 
Thus, the net decrease in hours will be -21. 
 
16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publication. 
 
Results from the first nine years of data collection are tallied and compiled in a database 
currently housed at the NOAA Ocean Service’s National MPA Center in Monterey, 
California. The information is currently available on the Web 
site, www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov.  New data collected during the extension will 
be added to this database and made available on the web. 
 
17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
NA. 
 
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
NA. 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL 
METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and 
any sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number 
of entities (e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or 
persons) in the universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular 
form. The tabulation must also include expected response rates for the collection as 
a whole. If the collection has been conducted before, provide the actual response 
rate achieved. 
 
The MPA Inventory Site form is a resource used to guide the collection and maintenance 
of site information for the MPA Inventory.  It is an elective form and is used by MPA 
managers to add or update in the MPA database and by project staff to ensure 
completeness and consistency when adding this contributed information to the MPA 
database.  The population of potential respondents (i.e. MPA managers in the US) is 
finite and known.  While the MPA Center does not have exact information on the 
universe of updates that are needed annually, we believe based on our dialogue with 
federal and state MPA managers that our current process captures 80-90% of the updates  
needed annually.   

http://www.marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/


Updates to the database are published annually, and are mostly identified internally by 
MPA Center staff without correspondence with external entities or notification via the 
site form (e.g., based on federal register notice, press releases, etc).  Annually, on 
average, there are approximately30 modifications to the database, most of which do not 
require use of the site form.  The MPA Center estimates that approximately 14 updates 
annually are based on information provided through the MPA Inventory Site form. 
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology 
for stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of 
accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual 
problems requiring specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less 
requent than annual) data collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
The MPA Inventory Site Form is offered as a resource on the MPA Center website to be 
used as guidance for federal and state MPA managers when contributing site information 
to the MPA Inventory database.  The population of potential respondents (i.e. MPA 
managers in the US) is finite and known, which greatly simplifies the sampling method 
and subsequent analyses.  Many respondents are active members of the National System 
of MPAs.  MPA Center staff work with contributing data providers to complete the form 
in order to ensure the completeness and accuracy of the data provided and reduce the 
burden to the respondent.   There is no specific timeline for use of the form.   
 
For the survey of MPA managers, surveys will be conducted approximately every two 
years to minimize the burden to respondents.   
 
3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with 
nonresponse. The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be 
shown to be adequate for the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a 
special justification must be provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can 
be generalized to the universe studied. 
 
Collection is not based on sampling.  Respondents are limited to MPA managers, 
managing agencies and representatives.  Response rates vary based on the number of new 
MPA sites or modification to existing sites that occur annually.  Non-response on the 
update form assumes no site updates are required. Responses received are reviewed and 
fact-checked (when applicable) to relevant federal or state codes.  
 
 Response rates for the recreational survey are expected to be relatively high (between 
60-75%) due to the ongoing relationship between the MPA Center and federal and state 
MPA programs throughout the US.  The MPA Center will send the survey to managers 
with a cover letter and plans to send out reminders to MPA managers to complete the 
survey.  Based on general knowledge of recreational use patterns, the MPA Center will 
be able to identify nonresponse bias (e.g. where those MPAs responding are 
disproportionately from certain regions or MPA programs), and caveat the results 
accordingly.   
 



4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are 
encouraged as effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test 
respondents are involved OMB must give prior approval. 
 
Information contributed is reviewed by the MPA Center team and supporting 
documentation (federal register notice, state code/website) is gathered to ensure accuracy.  
No tests of procedures or methods are planned, but respondents are asked during 
meetings and informal consultations for feedback on collection methods.   
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the 
statistical aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), 
grantee(s), or other person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the 
information for the agency. 
 
Inventory: Dr. Mimi D’Iorio – MPA Inventory manager – 831-647-6462 (point person 
for information collection design, collection and analysis).   
 
Recreation Survey: Dr. Charles M. Wahle, MPA Center Senior Scientist 831-647-6460 
(point person for information collection design, collection and analysis).   
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Instructions for Completing Marine Protected Areas Inventory 
Site Input Form 

 
Below are instructions for completing the Site Input Form for the Marine Protected Areas Inventory.  In 
order to provide a complete picture of all MPAs in U.S. waters, we ask that managing agencies complete 
this form for all of their MPAs.  In addition, the instructions below provide information on the criteria for 
MPAs to join the national system of MPAs.  MPAs do not need to meet all the criteria for the national 
system of MPAs to be included in the MPA Inventory; the national system is a subset of sites in the 
Inventory.  For more information on the MPA Inventory and the national system of MPAs, see 
www.mpa.gov. 
 
The Inventory input form is provided as a fillable PDF.  Please complete the form in PDF format, save 
your changes and email the form to: 
 

Jordan Gass 
GIS Specialist 
National Marine Protected Areas Center 
Jordan.Gass@noaa.gov 
(831) 645-2711 

 
1. Site Name  
The official name of the MPA or zone. 
 
2. Contact Name 
Please fill in your name or the name of the appropriate contact person regarding the site.  

 
3. Contact Email 
Please fill in the email address for the contact person.  
 
4. Contact Telephone 
Please fill in the telephone number for the contact person.  

 
5. Website 
If the MPA or zone has a public website, please provide the url.  
 
6. Management Agency  
MPAs are designated and managed at all levels of government by a variety of agencies including parks, 
fisheries, wildlife, natural resource and historic resource departments, among others.  U.S. MPAs have 
been established by well over 100 legal authorities, with some federal and state agencies managing more 
than one MPA program, each with its own legal purpose.  
 
In certain instances, authority is formally shared among two or more entities.  In such cases, the lead 
managing agency should be listed.  For example, those sites dually managed by NOAA Fisheries Service 
and by Regional Fishery Management Councils should list NOAA Fisheries as the managing agency.  
Those National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS) sites dually managed by states and NOAA 
should list the state as the managing agency.  If no distinction can be made, list all managing agencies. 
 
7. Location(s)  
Please provide the state/territory where the site is located.  If the site is federal, it may be located offshore 
of multiple states.  In this case, please list all relevant states and/or territories. 
 
8. Legal Authority 
Please provide the name of the primary legislation under which the site was designated.  If a site was 
established as part of a larger system (e.g. National Marine Sanctuaries), the primary legislation should 
refer to the umbrella authority (e.g. National Marine Sanctuaries Act) for that system.   

http://www.mpa.gov/�
mailto:Jordan.Gass@noaa.gov�


2 
 

 
9. Secondary Legal Authority 
If there is an additional statute or act that designated the site, provide the specific statute as the secondary 
authority.  Secondary authority may also include regulations that authorized establishment of a site. 
 
10. Year Established 
Please provide the year the site was established. 
 
11. Level of Government 
Please select the level of government that designated and manages the MPA.  If the MPA is managed by 
multiple agencies, please select ‘Partnership.’ 
 
12. Management Plan Status 
Please indicate the current status of the management plan for the site.   Management plans that are final, 
designation, or draft are considered to meet the national system management plan requirement. 
 

• Final – The site has a management plan that has been approved. 
• Designation – Management goals, monitoring and evaluation and other activities are listed in a 

designation document (e.g., state or federal law or regulation, Executive Order, etc.), rather than 
a separate management plan.   

• Draft – A management plan for the site is in draft, but has not yet been approved.   
• Planned – Management plan is planned, but not yet in draft.   
• None – No management plan exists for the site, and there are not currently plans to draft one. 

 
12a. Management Plan Type  
To be eligible for nomination to the national system, an MPA must have a management plan that has 
been developed at one of the following scales:  

• A site-specific MPA management plan  
• Part of a larger MPA programmatic management plan 
• A component of a broader, non-MPA programmatic management plan  
- Fishery management plan 
- Species management plan  
- Habitat management plan  

• A verbal or written community agreement 
 

12b. Conservation Goals 
Does the management plan have one or more clearly stated goals, purposes or objectives?  This could 
include a statement in a management plan, or another document, such as the authorizing statute.   

 
12c. Monitoring and Evaluation 
Does the management plan address resource monitoring (specifically monitoring the conservation 
goals of the site)?  Not all elements of a site’s conservation goals may have been monitored.  In fact, 
often only one element within the site is being monitored.  For example, if the site conservation goal 
is ecosystem protection and water quality is being monitored, then a YES should be indicated.  
Monitoring could be done by the site or by any program associated with the goals or objectives of the 
site.  For example, stock assessments conducted to evaluate the health of a fishery are considered to 
be monitoring for MPAs established to conserve or manage that fishery because they add to the 
scientific understanding of the contribution of the MPA to the health of that fishery.  The MPA 
Center does not determine whether such monitoring and evaluation activities are actually occurring, 
only that they are called for in an official management plan or other site authority.  The MPA Center 
deliberately chose to develop an inclusive definition of monitoring and evaluation for the purposes of 
national system eligibility based on best available data.   
 
A site is considered to have monitoring (YES) when resources that are tied to the goals of the site are 
evaluated/monitored.  Examples: 
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a) Fisheries sites that monitor the total biomass in the system (including the site).  The sites were 
implemented to improve stock status; evaluating total biomass is an indicator of stock.  
b) Sites that monitor bird counts, crocodile counts, fish counts or seagrass extent.  The sites were 
implemented to protect marine ecosystem function and structure, and these populations are 
components of the ecosystem.  
Examples for sites that have monitoring and are evaluated NO are: 
a) Sites that monitor strictly terrestrial resources (e.g. game refuges that have prescribed burns)  
b) Sites that have monitoring for resources not part of the goals of the site.  For example, a site that 
monitors mussel beds by a graduate student for a thesis when the site’s goals are for protecting ducks 
(unless the ducks rely on the mussels as a source of food). 

 
12d. Management Activities List 
A management activities list includes those activities required under the legal authority that apply 
directly to the conservation goals, objectives or purposes of the site.   

 
12e. Staff and Budget 
Indicate whether staff and budget needs are included in the management plan.   

 
13. Fishing Restriction  
MPAs may restrict fishing to achieve their conservation objectives.  
 

•  No Restrictions to Fishing: MPAs or zones place no restrictions on any type of fishing 
throughout the site, including both commercial and recreational.   
 

• All Fishing Prohibited: MPAs or zones prohibit any type of fishing throughout the site, 
including both commercial and recreational.  
Example: No-take MPAs, which are relatively rare in the U.S., occurring mainly in state MPAs, 
in some federal areas closed for either fisheries management or the protection of endangered 
species, or as small special use (research) zones within larger multiple-use MPAs. Other 
commonly used terms to connote no-take MPAs include marine reserves or ecological reserves.  
 

• Commercial Fishing Prohibited: MPAs or zones prohibit any type of commercial fishing. 
Recreational fishing may be allowed.  
Example: Year-round MPAs, including all marine sanctuaries, national parks, refuges, 
monuments, and some fisheries sites.  
 

• Recreational Fishing Prohibited: MPAs or zones prohibit any type of recreational fishing. 
Commercial fishing may be allowed.  
Example: Permanent MPAs, including most national marine sanctuaries and all national parks.  
 

•  All Fishing Restricted: MPAs or zones place some type of restriction on all types of fishing, 
including both commercial and recreational. The level of restriction may vary throughout the 
MPA according to different zones or areas.  
Example: Zoned multiple-use MPAs, which are increasingly common in U.S. waters, including 
some marine sanctuaries, national parks, national wildlife refuges, and state MPAs. 
 

• Commercial Fishing Restricted: MPAs or zones place some type of restriction on commercial 
fishing, which might vary throughout the MPA according to different zones or areas. 
Recreational fishing may be unrestricted.  
Example: Rotating MPAs, which are still rare in the U.S. They include some dynamic fisheries 
closures created for the purpose of serially recovering a suite of localized population to 
harvestable levels.  
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• Recreational Fishing Restricted: MPAs or zones place some type of restriction on recreational 
fishing, which might vary throughout the MPA according to different zones or areas. 
Commercial fishing may be unrestricted.  
Example: Seasonal MPAs, including some fisheries and endangered species closures around 
sensitive habitats.  
 

• Recreational Fishing Prohibited and Commercial Fishing Restricted: MPAs or zones prohibit 
any type of recreational fishing and place some type of restriction on commercial fishing.  
Example: A Sanctuary that includes multiple zones or specified areas within which some areas 
recreational fishing is prohibited and commercial fishing is restricted.  
 

• Commercial Fishing Prohibited and Recreational Fishing Restricted: MPAs or zones prohibit 
any type of commercial fishing and place some type of restriction on recreational fishing.  
Example: A Sanctuary that includes multiple zones or specified areas within which some areas 
commercial fishing is prohibited and recreational fishing is restricted.  

 
14. Level of Protection  
MPAs in the U.S. vary widely in the level and type of legal protection afforded to the site’s natural and 
cultural resources and ecological processes.  Any MPA, or management zone within a larger MPA, can 
be characterized by one of the following six levels of protection.  Please note that site level information 
provided reflects the lowest level of protection that exists for all management zones of the MPA.  
 

• Uniform Multiple-Use: MPAs or zones with a consistent level of protection and allowable 
activities, including certain extractive uses, across the entire protected area.  
Examples: Uniform multiple-use MPAs are among the most common types in the U.S., and 
include many sanctuaries, national and state parks, and cultural resource MPAs.  
 

•  Zoned Multiple-Use: MPAs that allow some extractive activities throughout the entire site, but 
that use marine zoning to allocate specific uses to compatible places or times in order to reduce 
user conflicts and adverse impacts.  
Examples: Zoned multiple-use MPAs are increasingly common in U.S. waters, including some 
marine sanctuaries, national parks, national wildlife refuges, and state MPAs.  
 

• Zoned Multiple-Use With No-Take Area(s ): Multiple-use MPAs that contain at least one 
legally established management zone in which all resource extraction is prohibited.  
Examples: Zoned no-take MPAs are emerging gradually in U.S. waters, primarily in some 
national marine sanctuaries and national parks.  
 

• No-Take: MPAs or zones that allow human access and even some potentially harmful uses, but 
that totally prohibit the extraction or significant destruction of natural or cultural resources.  
Examples: No-take MPAs are relatively rare in the U.S., occurring mainly in state  
MPAs, in some federal areas closed for either fisheries management or the protection of 
endangered species, or as small special use (research) zones within larger multiple-use MPAs. 
Other commonly used terms to connote no-take MPAs include marine reserves or ecological 
reserves.  
 

• No Impact: MPAs or zones that allow human access, but that prohibit all activities that could 
harm the site’s resources or disrupt the ecological or cultural services they provide. Examples of 
activities typically prohibited in no-impact MPAs include resource extraction of any kind 
(fishing, collecting, or mining); discharge of pollutants; disposal or installation of materials; and 
alteration or disturbance of submerged cultural resources, biological assemblages, ecological 
interactions, physiochemical environmental features, protected habitats, or the natural processes 
that support them.  
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Examples: No- impact MPAs are rare in U.S. waters, occurring mainly as small isolated MPAs 
or in small research-only zones within larger multiple-use MPAs. Other commonly used terms 
include fully protected marine (or ecological) reserves. 

 
• No Access: MPAs or zones that restrict all human access to the area in order to prevent potential 

ecological disturbance, unless specifically permitted for designated special uses such as research, 
monitoring or restoration.  
Examples: No-access MPAs are extremely rare in the U.S., occurring mainly as small research-
only zones within larger multiple-use MPAs. Other commonly used terms for no access MPAs 
include wilderness areas or marine preserves.  

 
15. Primary Conservation Focus  
Most MPAs have legally established goals, conservation objectives, and intended purpose(s).  Common 
examples include MPAs created to conserve biodiversity in support of research and education; to protect 
benthic habitat in order to recover over-fished stocks; and to protect and interpret shipwrecks for 
maritime education.  These descriptors of an MPA are reflected in the site’s conservation focus, which 
represents the characteristics of the area that the MPA was established to conserve.  U.S. MPAs may 
have more than one conservation focus, but generally address one as a Primary Conservation Focus.  
 

• Natural Heritage: MPAs or zones established and managed wholly or in part to sustain, 
conserve, restore, and understand the protected area’s natural biodiversity, populations, 
communities, habitats, and ecosystems; the ecological and physical processes upon which they 
depend; and, the ecological services, human uses and values they provide to this and future 
generations.  
Examples: Natural Heritage MPAs include most national marine sanctuaries, national parks, 
national wildlife refuges, and many state MPAs. 

 
• Cultural Heritage: MPAs or zones established and managed wholly or in part to protect and 

understand submerged cultural resources that reflect the nation’s maritime history and traditional 
cultural connections to the sea.  
Examples: Cultural Heritage MPAs include some national marine sanctuaries, national and 
state parks, and national historic monuments.  
 

• Sustainable Production: MPAs or zones established and managed wholly or in part with the 
explicit purpose of supporting the continued extraction of renewable living resources (such as 
fish, shellfish, plants, birds, or mammals) that live within the MPA, or that are exploited 
elsewhere but depend upon the protected area’s habitat for essential aspects of their ecology or 
life history (feeding, spawning, mating, or nursery grounds).  
Examples: Sustainable Production MPAs include some national wildlife refuges and many 
federal and state fisheries areas, including those established to recover over-fished stocks, 
protect by-catch species, or protect essential fish habitats 

 
16. Conservation Focus 
MPAs that have more than one conservation focus should indicate all foci here.  If the MPA includes a 
cultural heritage conservation focus, please complete questions a-d.  Otherwise, skip to question 17. 
 

a. Cultural Heritage MPAs 
Is the cultural resource a shipwreck, an aircraft, a submerged archaeological site, a site of 
cultural significance, or other? Sites of cultural significance include, for example, key cultural 
sites that have been identified as significant by Native Americans, Pacific Islanders or Native 
Alaskans.  If the MPA contains more than one type of cultural resource, check all that apply. 
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b. National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
For inclusion in the national system, cultural heritage MPAs must meet criteria for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places. (Yes=either listed on NRHP, or determined eligible 
for NRHP or listed on a State Register; No=not listed or determined eligible for NRHP). 

 
National Register of Historic Places Criteria 
• The cultural resource within the MPA must be at least 50 years of age. 

If it is not: 
 The cultural marine resource within the MPA must be important or unique to 

the nation’s maritime history or cultural connections to the sea. 
• The cultural marine resource within the MPA must demonstrate “the quality of 

significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering and culture in 
districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects that possess integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.” 

It must meet at least one of the following: 
 Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of our history; 
 Associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; 
 Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; 

 Yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 
 

c. Diving 
Note whether the MPA allows diving (Unrestricted=allows diving; Restricted=diving is 
restricted; Prohibited=diving is prohibited). 

 
d. Exploitive/Extractive Activities 

Note whether the MPA or site allows exploitive or extractive activities. These activities include 
salvage, recovery, dredging, drilling, detonation, and similar activities that would exploit, 
extract, or destroy the cultural resource.  Scientific excavation and/or permitted activities are 
not included within this definition (Unrestricted=allows activities; Restricted=activities are 
restricted; Prohibited=activities are prohibited). 

 
17. Site Permanence  
Not all MPAs are permanently protected.  Many sites differ in how long their protections remain in 
effect.  
 

• Permanent: MPAs or zones whose legal authorities provide some level of protection to the site 
in perpetuity for future generations, unless reversed by unanticipated future legislation or 
regulatory actions.  
Examples: Permanent MPAs include most national marine sanctuaries and all national parks.  
 

• Conditional: MPAs or zones that have the potential, and often the expectation, to persist 
administratively over time, but whose legal authority has a finite duration and must be actively 
renewed or ratified based on periodic governmental reviews of performance.  
Examples: Conditional MPAs include some national marine sanctuaries with ‘sunset clauses’ 
applying to portions of the MPA in state waters  
 

• Temporary: MPAs that are designed to address relatively short-term conservation and/or 
management needs by protecting a specific habitat or species for a finite duration, with no 
expectation or specific mechanism for renewal.  
Examples: Temporary MPAs include some fisheries closures focusing on rapidly recovering 
species (e.g. scallops).  
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18. Site Constancy  
Not all MPAs provide year-round protection to the protected habitat and resources.  Three degrees of 
constancy throughout the year are seen among U.S. MPAs.  
 

• Year-Round: MPAs or zones that provide constant protection to the site throughout the year.  
Examples: Year-round MPAs include all marine sanctuaries, national parks, refuges, 
monuments, and some fisheries sites.  
 

• Seasonal: MPAs or zones that protect specific habitats and resources, but only during fixed 
seasons or periods when human uses may disrupt ecologically sensitive seasonal processes such 
as spawning, breeding, or feeding aggregations.  
Examples: Seasonal MPAs include some fisheries and endangered species closures around 
sensitive habitats. 

 
• Rotating: MPAs that cycle serially and predictably among a set of fixed geographic areas in 

order to meet short-term conservation or management goals (such as local stock replenishment 
followed by renewed exploitation of recovered populations).  
Examples: Rotating MPAs are still rare in the U.S. They include some dynamic fisheries closures 
created for the purpose of serially recovering a suite of localized population to harvestable 
levels.  

 
19. Protection Focus  
MPAs in the U.S. vary widely in the ecological scale of the protection they provide.  MPA conservation 
targets range from entire ecosystems and their associated biophysical processes, to focal habitats, species, 
or other resources deemed to be of economic or ecological importance.  The ecological scale of a site’s 
conservation target generally reflects its underlying legal authorities.  
 

• Ecosystem: MPAs or zones whose legal authorities and management measures are intended to 
protect all of the components and processes of the ecosystem within its boundaries.  
Examples: Ecosystem-scale MPAs include most marine sanctuaries, national parks and national 
monuments.  
 

• Focal Resource: MPAs or zones whose legal authorities and management measures specifically 
target a particular habitat, species complex, or single resource (either natural or cultural).  Please 
specify the targeted resource(s) in the space provided. 
Examples: Focal-resource MPAs include many fisheries and cultural resource sites, including 
some national wildlife refuges and marine sanctuaries.  MPAs established specifically to protect 
seabird or sea turtle nesting areas are other examples of focal resource MPAs.   

 
20. International Designation 
Note whether the MPA or site has one or more of the following international designations. 
 

• World Heritage List: Adopted by UNESCO in 1972, the World Heritage Convention established 
the World Heritage List to encourage the identification, protection and preservation of cultural 
and natural heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to humanity.  
 

• Ramsar Site: The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, called the Ramsar 
Convention, is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national action and 
international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. The 
Convention uses a broad definition of the types of wetlands covered in its mission, including 
lakes and rivers, swamps and marshes, wet grasslands and peatlands, oases, estuaries, deltas and 
tidal flats, near-shore marine areas, mangroves and coral reefs, and human-made sites such as 
fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs, and salt pans. 
 

http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=160�
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• Area To Be Avoided (ATBA): An area within defined limits in which either navigation is 
particularly hazardous or it is exceptionally important to avoid casualties and which should be 
avoided by all ships, or by certain classes of ships.   
 

• Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSA): A PSSA is an area that needs special protection 
through action by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) because of its significance for 
recognized ecological or socio-economic or scientific reasons and which may be vulnerable to 
damage by international maritime activities. The criteria for the identification of particularly 
sensitive sea areas and the criteria for the designation of special areas are not mutually exclusive. 
In many cases a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area may be identified within a Special Area and vice 
versa. 

 
• Man and the Biosphere Reserve: Man and the Biosphere reserves are sites recognized under 

UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Program, which innovate and demonstrate approaches to 
conservation and sustainable development. They are of course under national sovereign 
jurisdiction, yet share their experience and ideas nationally, regionally and internationally within 
the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

 
21. Is Vessel Access Allowed? 
Note whether the MPA or site allows vessel access (Unrestricted = allows vessel access; Restricted = 
vessel access is restricted; Prohibited = vessel access is prohibited).  
 
22. Anchoring? 
Note whether the MPA or site allows anchoring (Unrestricted = allows anchoring; Restricted = anchoring 
is restricted; Prohibited = anchoring is prohibited).  
 
23. GIS Data? 
Note whether the MPA or site has available GIS data (Yes = have GIS data; No = no GIS data).  



DATA FORM FOR NATIONAL MARINE PROTECTED AREAS INVENTORY 
 
Welcome to the U.S. Marine Protected Areas (MPA) inventory data entry form. This is the official data 
entry form for submitting information on marine protected areas in U.S. ocean waters, coastal bays and 
estuaries, coastal intertidal waters, and the Great Lakes.  The purpose of this form is to collect 
information needed to develop a comprehensive inventory of existing Marine Protected Areas (see 
About the MPA Inventory) in the United States and territorial waters. The information collected will be 
used to better understand the status and nature of existing MPAs, provide information and tools for 
environmental assessments, and better coordinate and manage the existing system of MPAs. 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Information 
 
OMB Control Number: 0648-0449 
Expires: 12/31/11 
 
This effort is in compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 in order to solicit information 
from persons not employed by the U.S. Federal Government. The Office of Management and Budget has 
given clearance and approval to NOAA and DOI to use this survey tool to request state, local and tribal 
marine management agencies/organizations to fill out the form to provide information to the U.S. 
marine managed areas database and inventory. Responding to this data entry form is voluntary and no 
personal information is requested. However, confidentiality is not promised in the submission of this 
survey. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send 
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden, to Lauren Wenzel (see contact information, below).   
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. 
 
Contact Information 
 
Lauren Wenzel  
NOAA, National Ocean Service 
Office of Ocean and Coastal 
National MPA Center 
SSMC4 Room 11356, N/ORM 
1305 East West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
Lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov 
(301) 563-1136 
 
 
Page 1 
 
Revised 12/12/11 



National Marine Protected Areas Center 
Marine Protected Area Inventory  
Site Input Form 
 

March, 2010  Page 1 
 

Please send completed Inventory form to Jordan Gass at Jordan.Gass@noaa.gov. 
If you have any questions about completing this form, use the contact information 
above or call (831) 645-2711. 
 

1. Site Name:          

2. Contact Name:          

3. Contact Email:          

4. Contact Telephone:   

5. Website:   

6. Management Agency:         

7. Location(s) (State):         

8. Legal Authority:           

9. Secondary Legal Authority:        

10. Year Established:          

11. Level of Government:  
 Federal  
 State  
 Partnership 

 Territorial  
 Local 
 Tribal

12. Management Plan Status:  

 
a. Management Plan Type (check one):  

 Site-Specific Management Plan 
 MPA Programmatic Management Plan 
 Non-MPA Programmatic Species Management Plan 
 Non-MPA Programmatic Habitat Management Plan 
 Non-MPA Programmatic Fisheries Management Plan 
 Community Agreement 
 No Management Plan  

b. Conservation Goals:  
 Yes  No 

c. Monitoring and Evaluation of MPA Goals and Objectives: 
 Yes  No 

d. Management Activities List:  
 Yes  No 

e. Staff and Budget:  
 Yes  No 

  

 Final  Designation  Draft  Planned  None 

mailto:Jordan.Gass@noaa.gov�
initiator:jordan.gass@noaa.gov;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:4cdda618027e5449a4523c509c12adb8
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13. Fishing Restrictions (Check one for commercial and one for recreational):  
Commercial:  

 Prohibited  
 Restricted  
 Unrestricted 

Recreational:  
 Prohibited  
 Restricted  
 Unrestricted 

 
 
 

14. Level of Protection (check one):  
 Uniform Multiple-Use   No-Take  
 Zoned Multiple-Use   No Impact 
 Zoned Multiple-Use With No Take Area(s)  No Access 

15. Primary Conservation Focus (check one): 
 Natural Heritage  Sustainable Production  Cultural Heritage 

16. Conservation Focus (check all that apply): 
 Natural Heritage  Sustainable Production  Cultural Heritage 

If Conservation Focus includes Cultural Heritage, please answer questions a-d.  

a. Type of cultural heritage resource (check all that apply): 
 Vessel/shipwreck  Site of cultural significance  Other  
 Aircraft  Submerged archaeological site    

b. Does MPA meet criteria for National Register of Historic Places? 
 Yes  No 

c. Is Diving Allowed? 
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Prohibited 

d. Are Exploitive or Extractive Activities Allowed? 
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Prohibited 

17. Site Permanence (check one): 
 Permanent  Conditional  Temporary 

18. Site Constancy (check one):  
 Year-Round  Seasonal  Rotating 

19. Protection Focus (check one):  
 Ecosystem 
 Focal Resource (please specify)         

20. International Designations 
 World Heritage List  Man And The Biosphere Reserve  
 Ramsar Site  Particularly Sensitive Sea Area 
 Area To Be Avoided  

21. Is Vessel Access Allowed? 
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Prohibited 

22. Is Anchoring Allowed? 
 Unrestricted  Restricted  Prohibited 

23. Is GIS Data Available?  
 Yes (Please submit with form)  No 
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Marine protected areas (MPAs) are special ocean places established to conserve their unique ecological, cultural and 
economic value for this and future generations. These very qualities often make MPAs natural magnets for ocean 
recreation. While appropriate use and appreciation of MPAs can be desirable, the MPA management community does 
not always have access to the information, tools and strategies necessary to ensure that expanding ocean recreation is 
ecologically sustainable over time. 

This survey is intended to help fill capacity gaps by drawing upon the cumulative knowledge and perspectives of MPA 
managers around the US. Your responses, whether informed by quantitative data or by qualitative expert knowledge, will 
help paint an initial picture of recreation in US MPAs, set priorities for filling those data gaps in the future, and guide 
new management strategies for ecologically sustainable recreation. Completion of this survey is voluntary.  

The survey will take approximately 30 minutes to complete. Data collected will be aggregated and not attributable directly 
to your site. Results will be posted on the MPA Center website and distributed widely to all interested parties. 

We thank you in advance for your time and insight into this important emerging issue for the nation's MPAs! 

NOAA's National Marine Protected Areas Center 

OMB Control Number: 0648­0449 Expires: 3/31/15. This effort is in compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
in order to solicit information from persons not employed by the U.S. Federal Government. The Office of Management and 
Budget has given clearance and approval to NOAA and DOI to use this survey tool to request state, local and tribal 
marine management agencies/organizations to provide information on marine protected areas. No personal information is 
requested. Confidentiality is not promised in the submission of this survey. Public reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden, to Lauren Wenzel. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is 
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. Contact: Lauren Wenzel, NOAA, National MPA Center SSMC4 Room 11356, N/NMS, 1305 
East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 Lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov (301) 713­7265 

I. Overview of the Survey

Paperwork Reduction Act Information

II. Background Information on Your MPA
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2. MPA LOCATION ­­ Please describe the geographical location of your site. (Enter all that 
apply)

3. GOVERNANCE ­­ What is the governmental level of the primary agency that manages 
your MPA?

1. MPA CONTACT INFORMATION
Your Name:

Your Title: 

MPA Name:

Your Addresss

City:

State: 6

Zip:

Your Email:

Your Phone:

Nearest State, Territory or Commonwealth

Nearest County

Nearest City or Town

Adjacent Zip Codes

Municipality
 

nmlkj

County
 

nmlkj

State
 

nmlkj

Federal
 

nmlkj

Tribal / Indigenous
 

nmlkj

Community­based (non­governmental)
 

nmlkj

Other (please specify)
 

 
nmlkj
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4. GEOGRAPHY ­­ Basic descriptive information about your MPA's location and design. 
(Select all that apply)

5. PURPOSE ­­ What is the conservation focus of your MPA? (Select all that apply)

is entirely marine and located offshore with no connection to land
 

gfedc

is entirely marine but located adjacent to the coastline with jurisdiction ending at the waterline
 

gfedc

is part of a larger protected area that includes significant terrestrial areas as well
 

gfedc

consists of a single geographic area with a continuous border (one polygon)
 

gfedc

comprises multiple, geographically distinct marine areas as components of the single MPA
 

gfedc

is part of a larger, geographically distributed network of ecologically or culturally linked MPAs
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc

Focal species (e.g. marine mammals)
 

gfedc

Focal habitats (e.g. coral reefs)
 

gfedc

Integrated ecosystems (e.g. all resources in the protected area)
 

gfedc

Submerged cultural resources (e.g. ship wrecks)
 

gfedc

Cultural heritage (e.g. places of special cultural significance)
 

gfedc

Sustainable fisheries (e.g. harvested fish stocks)
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc
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6. FUNDING ­­ Does your site receive, or have the authority to receive, funding from: 
(Select all that apply)

7. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ­­ Does your MPA have: (Select all that apply)

8. RECREATION ALLOWED? ­­ Does your MPA allow any recreational uses to occur within 
its boundaries? If you answer "Yes", you will be asked to proceed with the full survey. A 
"No" response will take you to two short questions at the end of the survey.

 
III. Recreational Uses in Your MPA: Status, Trends and Concerns

governmental appropriations
 

gfedc

inter­agency agreements
 

gfedc

international sources
 

gfedc

grants
 

gfedc

public­private partnerships
 

gfedc

user access fees
 

gfedc

concessions / special use permits
 

gfedc

sales (e.g. gift shops)
 

gfedc

donations
 

gfedc

licensing of logos, images or products
 

gfedc

penalty fees, fines or legal settlements
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc

a stakeholder advisory group addressing local issues
 

gfedc

a "friends" organization that supports site operations and programs
 

gfedc

public­private partnerships to foster site­based programs
 

gfedc

volunteers or docents
 

gfedc

partnerships with local educational or research institutions
 

gfedc

none of the above
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Other 
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This section draws upon your expert knowledge to explore trends, management approaches, and concerns about specific 
recreational uses occurring in your MPA.  
 
Question 9 simply asks which recreational uses are known to have ever occurred in your MPA, whether now or in the 
past. Your selections will help guide your responses to the remainder of this section. For definitions and additional 
information about these recreational uses, please refer to this link: http://marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/pdf/helpful­
resources/common_language_ocean_uses_11_14_2013_final.pdf on the MPA Center website. 
 
Questions 10­27 request your perspective on important aspects of the management of recreational uses in your MPA. 
More detailed instructions follow after Question 9. 
 
At the end of this section, please revisit your responses to question 9 to ensure that you have addressed all the uses 
relevant to your MPA. 
 

Other 



Page 6

Recreational Uses of US Marine Protected Areas: The Managers'Recreational Uses of US Marine Protected Areas: The Managers'Recreational Uses of US Marine Protected Areas: The Managers'Recreational Uses of US Marine Protected Areas: The Managers'
9. RECREATION BASELINE ­­ Please select all recreational activities that either currently 
occur or have occurred historically in your MPA. With the exception of the first six 
consumptive uses involving "Fishing", "Gathering" or some types of "Cultural Use", all 
other recreational uses are considered to be non­consumptive for the purposes of the 
survey. 

INDIVIDUAL USES IN YOUR MPA ­­ For each of the recreational uses listed in Questions 10­27, please use the corresponding drop down menus 
across the row to describe these important aspects of the use's status and implications for your site:  
(i) management approach = how/if it is controlled 
(ii) current intensity = estimated # visits per year 
(iii) trends over time = observation of patterns of use 
(iv) concerns over ecological impacts of use 
(v) concerns over conflicts among uses 
 
Please address all five of these aspects of each listed recreational use, even if the use is not occurring now. The absence of a use may be just as 
meaningful as its presence, so for uses that are not relevant to your MPA (i.e. those that are prohibited, not occurring, or never occurred), select the 
appropriate response option for each aspect of that question. 

Fishing from Power or Sail Boats
 

gfedc

Fishing from Kayaks and Canoes
 

gfedc

Dive Fishing (e.g. SCUBA or snorkeling using spears, nets, by hand)
 

gfedc

Fishing from Shore (e.g. rods, nets, traps, hand lines)
 

gfedc

Gathering from Shore (e.g. inter­tidal harvesting)
 

gfedc

Cultural Use (e.g. tribal, traditional, spiritual activities, including harvest)
 

gfedc

SCUBA and Snorkeling
 

gfedc

Swimming
 

gfedc

Surface Board Sports (e.g. surfing, paddle boards)
 

gfedc

Kayaking and Canoeing
 

gfedc

Sailing
 

gfedc

Motorized Boating (i.e. other than jet skis)
 

gfedc

Personal Water Craft (i.e. jet skis)
 

gfedc

Wildlife Viewing from Shore (e.g. bird watching)
 

gfedc

Wildlife Viewing from Boats (e.g. whale watching)
 

gfedc

Tide­Pooling
 

gfedc

Shore Use (e.g. sun bathing, walking, camping, games, picnics)
 

gfedc

None of the above
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc
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10. Fishing from Power or Sail Boats

11. Fishing from Kayaks or Canoes

12. Dive Fishing (e.g. spears, nets, by hand)

13. Fishing from Shore (e.g. rods, nets, traps, hand lines)

14. Gathering from Shore (e.g. inter­tidal harvesting)

15. Cultural Use (e.g. tribal, traditional, spiritual activities, including harvest)

16. SCUBA and Snorkeling

17. Swimming

18. Surface Board Sports (e.g. surfing, paddle boards)

19. Kayaking and Canoeing

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Other 
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20. Sailing

21. Motorized Boating (i.e. other than jet skis)

22. Personal Water Craft (i.e. jet skis)

23. Wildlife Viewing from Shore (e.g. bird watching)

24. Wildlife Viewing from Boats (e.g. whale watching)

25. Tide­Pooling

26. Shore Use (e.g. sun­bathing, walking, camping, games, picnics)

27. Other Local Use Not Listed Above (please specify in the box below)

This section provides an opportunity to address the potential benefits and risks of ocean recreation, seen as a whole, for 
your MPA's ecosystems, human uses, and coastal community. 

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

Management Approach Current Intensity Trends Over Time Ecological Concerns User Conflict Concerns

Use: 6 6 6 6 6

 
IV. POTENTIAL IMPACTS (+/­) OF OCEAN RECREATION IN YOUR MPA

Other (please specify) 
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28. ECOSYSTEM IMPACTS ­ Please provide your management perspective on the 
potential for all current or emerging recreational uses of your MPA to adversely impact the 
ecosystems and natural or cultural resources protected by your site.

29. HUMAN IMPACTS ­ Please provide your management perspective on the potential for 
all current or emerging recreational uses of your MPA to have adverse impacts within or 
among various user groups and stakeholders.

Negligible 
Risk or N/A

Moderate Risk
Significant 

Risk

Populations of ecologically, economically, or culturally important species nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Protected species nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Invasive species introduction or spread nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Natural animal behaviors nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ecologically important interactions among species nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Trophic structure and dynamics nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Habitat structure, distribution and quality nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ecological assemblages and communities nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Water quality nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other (specify in box below) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Negligible 
Risk or N/A

Moderate Risk
Significant 

Risk

Direct interference within a single type of use (e.g. crowding among surfers) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Direct interference between competing uses (e.g. collisions of boats and swimmers) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Indirect conflicts among uses via ecosystem alteration (e.g. resource harvesting vs. nature 
photography)

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Pre­emptive occupation of areas by a use with dedicated infrastructure or special use zones nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Aesthetic impairment (e.g. view­sheds or biodiversity loss) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Cultural impacts (e.g. compromising historic resources or ceremonial sites) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Displacement of traditional user groups nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other (specific in box below) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Other (please specify) 

Other (please specify) 
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30. ECONOMIC BENEFITS ­­ Please characterize the qualitative economic benefit of 
recreational activities as a whole within your MPA. For each sector of the coastal 
economy, please indicate: (i) the degree to which that sector may benefit from MPA 
recreation; and, (ii) the basis for your perspective (e.g. based on quantitative data vs. 
observation). Recognizing the scarcity of such data, please rely on your professional 
judgement and experience where necessary in responding to this question.

This section asks for your overall perspective as a practitioner about the management of recreational uses occurring in 
your MPA. 

Scale of Benefit to 
Sector

Basis for Your 
Perspective

Marine Equipment (e.g. boats, motors, parts) 6 6

Fishing Gear (e.g. bait, tackle) 6 6

Dive Gear (e.g. equipment, air, lessons) 6 6

Kayaks/Canoes (e.g. boats, paddles, clothing) 6 6

Outdoor Outfitters (e.g. general equipment, clothing, maps) 6 6

Charters/Guides (e.g. fishing, wildlife viewing, water sports) 6 6

Marinas (e.g. dock and slip fees, fuel, repairs) 6 6

Food (e.g. restaurants, grocery stores, bars) 6 6

Lodging (e.g. hotels, rentals) 6 6

Transportation (e.g. ferries, gas, parking, shuttles, buses, taxis) 6 6

Entertainment (e.g. movies, shows, festivals) 6 6

Other (please specify below) 6 6

 
V. Visitor Use Management in Your MPA

Other (please specify) 
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31. OVERALL TREND IN RECREATIONAL USE ­ From your perspective, how has the 
overall intensity and diversity of recreational uses in your MPA changed over the past 
decade?

32. COMPATIBILITY ­­ How does your MPA determine whether a specific local recreational 
use is compatible with the site's purposes and objectives? (Select all that apply)

Increased a lot
 

nmlkj

Increased somewhat
 

nmlkj

Stable
 

nmlkj

Decreased somewhat
 

nmlkj

Decreased a lot
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Comments 

55

66

N/A ­ all recreational uses are considered compatible and are allowed
 

gfedc

Site conducts its own independent, site­specific compatibility determination for each local use
 

gfedc

Site applies pre­existing program­wide compatibility determinations to each local use
 

gfedc

Site interprets broad statutory goals, mandates and policies for each local use
 

gfedc

Site considers input from public advisory group(s) on the local use
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc
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33. VISITOR USE MANAGEMENT MEASURES ­­ Please indicate what measures your MPA 
uses to manage, regulate or otherwise influence visitor use in the site? (Select all that 
apply)

34. USER ORIGINS ­­ In general, how far away do your users live? 
Estimate the percentage of visitors coming to your MPA from each 
distance. Please enter only numbers and not the "%" sign in the answer 
boxes, and check to confirm that your numbers add up to 100.
Within 50 miles

Between 51­100 miles

Between 101­500 miles

Greater than 500 miles

International

Don't know

35. USER AFFILIATIONS ­­ In general, who are the recreational users of 
your MPA? Estimate the percent of visitors in each group. Please enter 
only numbers and not the "%" sign in the answer boxes, and check to 
confirm that your numbers add up to 100.
Individual users (e.g. a solitary surfer)

Organized user groups (e.g. clubs, teams, schools)

Charters or guided visits (i.e. whale watching or fishing)

Tribes or other indigenous groups

Other known groups (please specify in box below)

Don't know

Controlled access points (e.g. boat ramps, parking lots) and/or permits
 

gfedc

Agency­led surveillance, compliance and enforcement programs
 

gfedc

Citizen­involved surveillance and compliance programs
 

gfedc

Onsite education and outreach materials
 

gfedc

Onsite docents
 

gfedc

Onsite signage
 

gfedc

Web­based visitor information
 

gfedc

Mobile apps to inform visitors
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc
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36. MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES ­­ Please indicate your top 5 (five) priorities for enhancing 
your site's capacity to effectively manage current or emerging recreational uses in today's 
resource­limited world. (Please select only 5 options; their order is not important).

37. OCEAN RECREATION ­­ Please feel free to share any other thoughts, concerns or 
observations you have about the implications of recreational uses in your Marine 
Protected Area. 

 

38. FUTURE ENGAGEMENT ­­ Would you be interested in participating in other MPA 
Center activities designed to enhance the effectiveness of all US MPAs, whether or not 
they are members of the National System of MPAs? (Please select all that apply).

 
VI. CONCLUSION

55

66

Understanding local patterns and drivers of current and emerging recreational uses
 

gfedc

Determining ecologically sustainable thresholds for recreational uses
 

gfedc

Minimizing conflicts among ocean uses
 

gfedc

Determining which recreational uses are compatible with site objectives
 

gfedc

Management plans and authorities that specifically address the risks of recreational uses
 

gfedc

Collecting and retaining user fees for recreational access and use
 

gfedc

Educating visitors about sustainable recreational activities
 

gfedc

Ensuring compliance through monitoring, surveillance and enforcement of uses
 

gfedc

Training for MPA staff in visitor use management
 

gfedc

Public­private partnerships to foster sustainable recreation and tourism in your MPA
 

gfedc

Webinars on timely, cross­cutting MPA topics
 

gfedc

Blogs about emerging MPA and ocean conservation issues
 

gfedc

Learning networks among MPA practitioners
 

gfedc

Developing best management practices for timely issues
 

gfedc

Additional surveys exploring emerging opportunities and challenges facing US MPAs today
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
 

 
gfedc
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39. If your site is a member of the National System of MPAs, please let us know how the 
System and the MPA Center could be most helpful to your MPA. If your MPA is not yet a 
member, please let us know if you would like more information about becoming part of the 
National System of MPAs.  

 

55

66



 

 

Dear Sanctuary Superintendent: 
 
NOAA’s National Marine Protected Areas Center (MPA Center) was established by 
Presidential Executive Order in 2000 to foster effective conservation and stewardship 
among America’s MPAs.  This varied and growing portfolio of special places includes 
over 1,600 coastal and offshore parks, sanctuaries, monuments, refuges and other 
conservation areas.    

As you know well, the very qualities that make these special areas some of the nation’s 
most treasured ocean places – diverse and vibrant ecosystems and rich and compelling 
cultural heritage – are increasingly attracting a growing wave of recreational users to 
your MPAs.  Whether this trend proves to be beneficial or overwhelming over time will 
depend, in part, on our collective capacity to understand and manage expanding 
recreation in our MPAs.  To that end, we are asking you, as an MPA manager, for a few 
minutes of your time to help Sanctuaries, NOAA and the US MPA community 
understand the emerging patterns and implications of current and emerging recreational 
uses.   

This survey, which takes about 30 minutes to complete, is designed for an MPA 
manager or a senior staffer with broad expertise and responsibilities who understands 
the site’s purposes, challenges and management approaches.  Only one response per 
MPA is needed.   

The survey results will be aggregated and synthesized, and will not be attributable to 
individual MPAs.  Analysis and dissemination of the results by NOAA’s MPA Center will 
begin in mid-2015, and preliminary results will be discussed at the George Wright 
Society in late March.  The survey’s final results will help inform and shape the national 
response to the recent Call to Action for Responsible and Sustainable MPA Recreation 
authored by the MPA Federal Advisory Committee and endorsed by all 14 Advisory 
Councils of the National Marine Sanctuary System.  Please complete the survey 
by _________. 

 
A note on data gaps -- We recognize that robust, quantitative data on ocean recreation 
are currently scarce in most MPAs.  Consequently, we have designed the survey and 
subsequent analysis to reflect the richness of your professional, expert judgment and 
experience, augmented by site-specific data where you may have it.   



We thank you in advance for contributing your unique knowledge and perspective to this 
important and timely issue facing so many of America’s MPAs.   

If you have any questions or concerns about completing the survey or about how it will 
be analyzed and used, feel free to contact Dr. Charlie Wahle, Senior Scientist, NOAA 
MPA Center by email at charles.wahle@noaa.gov, or by phone at 831.238.2244 

Thanking you again, 
 
Lauren Wenzel, Acting Director, NOAA/MPA Center, lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov 
 

Link to the survey:  XXX 

 

Link to opt out of the survey: XXX 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx?sm=yy1sCkiVD5_2f_2bTWlIC5Fkog_3d_3
d 

mailto:charles.wahle@noaa.gov
mailto:lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx?sm=yy1sCkiVD5_2f_2bTWlIC5Fkog_3d_3d
https://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx?sm=yy1sCkiVD5_2f_2bTWlIC5Fkog_3d_3d


 

 

Dear Sanctuary Superintendent: 
 
I'm writing to ask again for your help in completing the survey of recreational activities in 
your marine protected area.  It should take less than half an hour and its results will help 
us highlight and generate support for important management challenges facing many 
marine protected areas.  The survey can be completed by you as manager, or a senior 
policy or resource protection staff member.  Thank you very much for your assistance in 
helping us better understand the uses of these special places.     

This survey, which takes about 30 minutes to complete, is designed for an MPA 
manager or a senior staffer with broad expertise and responsibilities who understands 
the site’s purposes, challenges and management approaches.  Only one response per 
MPA is needed.   

The survey results will be aggregated and synthesized, and will not be attributable to 
individual MPAs.  Analysis and dissemination of the results by NOAA’s MPA Center will 
begin in mid-2015, and preliminary results will be discussed at the George Wright 
Society in late March.  The survey’s final results will help inform and shape the national 
response to the recent Call to Action for Responsible and Sustainable MPA Recreation 
authored by the MPA Federal Advisory Committee and endorsed by all 14 Advisory 
Councils of the National Marine Sanctuary System.  Please complete the survey by 
________. 

A note on data gaps -- We recognize that robust, quantitative data on ocean recreation 
are currently scarce in most MPAs.  Consequently, we have designed the survey and 
subsequent analysis to reflect the richness of your professional, expert judgment and 
experience, augmented by site-specific data where you may have it.   

We thank you in advance for contributing your unique knowledge and perspective to this 
important and timely issue facing so many of America’s MPAs.   

If you have any questions or concerns about completing the survey or about how it will 
be analyzed and used, feel free to contact Dr. Charlie Wahle, Senior Scientist, NOAA 
MPA Center by email at charles.wahle@noaa.gov, or by phone at 831.238.2244 

Thanking you again, 
 
Lauren Wenzel, Acting Director, NOAA/MPA Center, lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov 
 

mailto:charles.wahle@noaa.gov
mailto:lauren.wenzel@noaa.gov


Link to the survey:  XXX 

 

Link to opt out of the survey: XXX 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx?sm=yy1sCkiVD5_2f_2bTWlIC5Fkog_3d_3
d 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx?sm=yy1sCkiVD5_2f_2bTWlIC5Fkog_3d_3d
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on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 28, 2015. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01890 Filed 1–30–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Pacific Island 
Pelagic Longline Fisheries; Seabird- 
Fisheries Interaction Recovery 
Reporting 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 3, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Walter Ikehara, (808) 725– 
5175 or Walter.Ikehara@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) requires pelagic longline vessel 
operators to notify NMFS in the event 
an endangered short-tailed albatross is 

hooked or entangled during fishing 
operations. Following the retrieval of 
the seabird from the ocean, as required 
by Federal regulations, the vessel 
captain must record the condition of the 
injured short-tailed albatross on a 
recovery data form. A veterinarian will 
use the information in providing advice 
to the captain caring for the short-tailed 
albatross. If the albatross is dead, the 
captain must attach an identification tag 
to the carcass to assist the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) biologists in 
follow-up studies on the specimen. This 
collection is one of the terms and 
conditions contained in the biological 
opinion issued by USFWS, and is 
intended to maximize the probability of 
the long-term survival of short-tailed 
albatross accidentally taken by longline 
gear. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include email of electronic 
forms, or mail or facsimile transmission 
of paper forms within 72 hours of 
landing. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0456. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 1. 
Estimated Time per Response: 

Notification, reporting, and tagging and 
specimen handling, 1 hour each. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 3. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $80 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs, mainly for at-sea communications 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 28, 2015. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01891 Filed 1–30–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Inventory of U.S. 
Marine Protected Areas: Site 
Characteristics and Human Uses 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 4, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instruments and instructions should be 
directed to Dr. Charles M. Wahle, Senior 
Scientist, NOAA’s National Marine 
Protected Areas Center, via email at 
charles.wahle@noaa.gov, or by 
telephone: (831) 647–6460. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a revision and 
extension of an approved data collection 
effort to provide ocean managers, users 
and other interested parties with 
accurate, objective and useful 
information about the location, purpose, 
management and human uses of marine 
protected areas in the coastal and 
marine waters of the United States. To 
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this end, NOAA’s National Marine 
Protected Areas Center (MPA Center), 
part of the Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries (ONMS), proposes to 
continue and augment an ongoing effort 
to inventory all U.S. MPAs. 

The MPA Center was established 
under Executive Order 13158, which 
directs NOAA and the Department of 
the Interior to work collaboratively with 
state, federal, territorial and tribal 
partners to enhance ocean conservation 
and management throughout the 
nation’s system of MPAs. The Marine 
Protected Areas Inventory— a publicly 
available, online, spatial database that 
provides detailed and unique 
information on MPAs nationwide—is 
fundamental to this goal. Required by 
Executive Order 13158, the Inventory 
provides access to data and summary 
products on over 1,600 MPA sites across 
different management programs and all 
levels of government. The MPA 
Inventory is accessible via the MPA 
Center’s Web site, 
marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov. 

This data collection effort would 
continue providing U.S. MPA managers 
with a voluntary, online means to share 
and update important information 
about: (i) The site’s establishment, 
purpose(s), management approaches, 
and natural and cultural resources; and, 
(ii) the types, trends and potential 
resource management implications of 
expanding recreational uses within U.S. 
MPAs. 

The MPA Inventory data collection 
continues the periodic and voluntary 
solicitation of site-specific descriptive 
data from all MPAs in the U.S. 
Typically, an individual MPA site 
would complete an online site data form 
once, and then update it if necessary to 
reflect changes in boundaries, 
regulations, management approaches, 
etc. In order to keep this vital data 
resource current and accurate with the 
latest status and information on MPAs 
nationwide, the online site data form, 
posted at 
marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov, can be 
used to: (i) Describe a new or modified 
MPA; (ii) provide feedback, corrections 
or additions to existing MPA Inventory 
data; or, (iii) evaluate whether a site 
proposed for inclusion in the National 
System of MPAs meets the eligibility 
criteria (typically 5–10 sites per year). 
The MPA Inventory is frequently used 
by ocean managers, users, scientists and 
others to better understand place-based 
management of U.S. waters. 

In addition to continuing to manage 
and share descriptive information on 
U.S. MPAs, the MPA Center proposes to 
contact State and Federal MPA 
managers to solicit and facilitate their 

participation in a voluntary survey 
about conditions and trends in 
recreational uses of their sites. Data 
addressing the nature, trends, drivers 
and implications of recreational uses 
will be collected from U.S. MPA 
managers electronically over a period of 
6 weeks using an online survey 
instrument. Individual managers’ 
responses will remain confidential and 
the results aggregated to illustrate 
meaningful general trends rather data 
specific to a single MPA. Important 
patterns and lessons learned from this 
data collection will be shared directly 
with MPA managers around the country 
to assist in their management of some of 
the nation’s most treasured ocean and 
coastal areas. 

II. Method of Collection 

Submissions will be made on line. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0449. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Revision and 

extension of an approved information 
collection. 

Affected Public: Approximately 300 
State, territorial and federal MPA 
managers or staff. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
150. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes each for the uploading of 
information and for the survey. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 75. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 27, 2015. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01853 Filed 1–30–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD743 

International Affairs; U.S. Fishing 
Opportunities in the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization Regulatory 
Area 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notification of U.S. fishing 
opportunities. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces fishing 
opportunities in the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization (NAFO) 
Regulatory Area. This action is 
necessary to make fishing privileges 
available on an equitable basis. 
DATES: Effective January 1, 2015, 
through December 31, 2015. Expressions 
of interest regarding fishing 
opportunities in NAFO will be accepted 
through February 17, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Expressions of interest 
regarding U.S. fishing opportunities in 
NAFO should be made in writing to 
Douglas W. Christel in the NMFS 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries 
Office at 55 Great Republic Drive, 
Gloucester, MA 01930 (phone: 978– 
281–9141, email: Douglas.Christel@
noaa.gov). 

Information relating to chartering 
vessels of another NAFO Contracting 
Party, or transferring NAFO fishing 
opportunities to or from another NAFO 
Contracting Party is available from 
Patrick E. Moran in the NMFS Office of 
International Affairs at 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(phone: 301–427–8370, fax: 301–713– 
2313, email: Pat.Moran@noaa.gov). 
Information relating to NAFO fishing 
opportunities, NAFO Conservation and 
Enforcement Measures, and the High 
Seas Fishing Compliance Act (HSFCA) 
Permit is available from Douglas 
Christel, in the NMFS Greater Atlantic 
Regional Fisheries Office at 55 Great 
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930 
(phone: 978–281–9141, fax: 978–281– 
9135, email: douglas.christel@noaa.gov) 
and from NAFO on the World Wide 
Web at http://www.nafo.int. 
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OACIE@trade.gov. Last minute requests 
will be accepted, but may be impossible 
to fill. There will be 15 minutes of time 
allotted for oral comments from 
members of the public attending the 
meeting. Any member of the public may 
submit pertinent written comments 
concerning the Board’s affairs at any 
time before or after the meeting. 
Comments may be submitted to Niara 
Phillips at the contact information 
indicated above. To be considered 
during the meeting, comments must be 
received no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT on 
February 16, 2015, to ensure 
transmission to the Board prior to the 
meeting. Comments received after that 
date will be distributed to the members 
but may not be considered at the 
meeting. Copies of Board meeting 
minutes will be available within 90 days 
of the meeting. 

Dated: February 9, 2015. 
Niara Phillips, 
Executive Secretary, United States Travel and 
Tourism Advisory Board. 
[FR Doc. 2015–02917 Filed 2–9–15; 4:15 pm] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Inventory of U.S. 
Marine Protected Areas: Site 
Characteristics and Human Uses; 
Correction 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; correction. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce 
published a document in the Federal 
Register of February 2, 2015, concerning 
request for comments on a proposed 
information collection under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB Control 
No. 0648–0449. The document 
contained incorrect dates. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Charles M. Wahle, Senior Scientist, 
NOAA’s National Marine Protected 
Areas Center, via email at 
charles.wahle@noaa.gov, or by 
telephone: (831) 647–6460. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Correction 
In the Federal Register of February 2, 

2015, Vol. 80, No. 21, on page 5515, in 
the third column, correct the ‘‘Dates’’ 
caption to read: ‘‘DATES: Written 
comments must be submitted on or 
before April 3, 2015’’. 

Dated: February 5, 2015. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–02741 Filed 2–10–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Docket ID: DoD–2015–OS–0014] 

Privacy Act of 1974; System of 
Records 

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice to alter a System of 
Records. 

SUMMARY: The Office of the Secretary of 
Defense proposes to alter a system of 
records, DPR 45 DoD, entitled ‘‘Military 
OneSource (MOS) Case Management 
System (CMS)’’ in its inventory of 
record systems subject to the Privacy 
Act of 1974, as amended. 

MOS CMS allows the documentation 
of an individual’s eligibility; 
identification of the caller’s inquiry or 
issue to provide a warm hand-off, 
referral and/or requested information; 
the development towards a final 
solution and referral information. 
Records may be used as a management 
tool for statistical analysis, tracking, 
reporting, and evaluating program 
effectiveness, and for conducting 
research. Information about individuals 
indicating a threat to self or others will 
be reported to the appropriate 
authorities in accordance with DoD 
regulations and established protocols. 
DATES: Comments will be accepted on or 
before March 13, 2015. This proposed 
action will be effective the date 
following the end of the comment 
period unless comments are received 
which result in a contrary 
determination. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by docket number and title, 
by any of the following methods: 

* Federal Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

* Mail: Federal Docket Management 
System Office, 4800 Mark Center Drive, 
East Tower, 2nd Floor, Suite 02G09, 
Alexandria, VA 22350–3100. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
docket number for this Federal Register 
document. The general policy for 
comments and other submissions from 
members of the public is to make these 
submissions available for public 

viewing on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are 
received without change, including any 
personal identifiers or contact 
information. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Cindy Allard, Chief, OSD/JS Privacy 
Office, Freedom of Information 
Directorate, Washington Headquarters 
Service, 1155 Defense Pentagon, 
Washington, DC 20301–1155, or by 
phone at (571) 372–0461. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office 
of the Secretary of Defense notices for 
systems of records subject to the Privacy 
Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a), as amended, 
have been published in the Federal 
Register and are available from the 
address in FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT or at the Defense Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Division Web site at 
http://dpcld.defense.gov/. 

The proposed system report, as 
required by U.S.C. 552a(r) of the Privacy 
Act of 1974, as amended, was submitted 
on February 6, 2015, to the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, the Senate 
Committee on Governmental Affairs, 
and the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) pursuant to paragraph 4c 
of Appendix I to OMB Circular No. A– 
130, ‘‘Federal Agency Responsibilities 
for Maintaining Records About 
Individuals,’’ dated February 8, 1996 
(February 20, 1996, 61 FR 6427). 

Dated: February 6, 2015. 
Aaron Siegel, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 

DPR 45 DoD 

SYSTEM NAME: 
Military OneSource (MOS) Case 

Management System (CMS) (October 15, 
2014, 79 FR 61854). 

CHANGES: 
* * * * * 

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM: 
Delete entry and replace with 

‘‘Individual’s full name, date of birth, 
gender, marital status, relationship to 
service member, rank, unit, branch of 
military service, military status, current 
address and mailing address, telephone 
number, email address, participant ID 
and case number (automatically 
generated internal numbers not 
provided to the participant), Employer 
Identification Number, presenting issue/ 
information requested, handoff type to 
contractor, handoff notes, if 
interpretation is requested and the 
language, referrals, and feedback from 
quality assurance follow-up with 
participants. 
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