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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NOAA COASTAL OCEAN PROGRAM GRANTS PROPOSAL APPLICATION 

PACKAGE 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0384 

 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Beginning in late FY1998, the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration’s 
(NOAA’s) National Ocean Service (NOS), Coastal Ocean Program (COP) was able to 
provide direct financial assistance in the form of discretionary research grants and 
cooperative agreements under its own program for the management of coastal 
ecosystems.  COP financial assistance had been previously provided to non-profit 
organizations and educational institutions through joint participation in the Sea Grant 
omnibus vehicle. 
 
The COP is part of a unique federal-academic partnership designed to provide predictive 
capability for managing coastal ecosystems.  Under the authority of 33 U.S.C. Section 
1442, “Research program respecting possible long-range effects of pollution, overfishing, 
and man-induced changes of ocean ecosystems”, COP supports research on critical issues 
associated with the Nation’s estuaries, coastal waters and the Great Lakes, and translates 
its finding into accessible information for coastal managers, planners, lawmakers and the 
public.  COP’s projects are multi-disciplinary, large in scale and long in duration (usually 
three to five years).  Grants monies are available for related activities.  Multi-year 
funding will be funded incrementally.   
 
Revision: Also now included in the request is the NOAA Restore Act Science Program 
(RASP). This program is housed in NOAA/NOS/NCCOS and provides direct financial 
assistance through grants and cooperative agreements for research, observation, and 
monitoring to support, to the maximum extent practicable, the long-term sustainability of 
the ecosystem, fish stocks, fish habitat, and the recreational, commercial, and charter-
fishing industry in the Gulf of Mexico. NOAA was authorized to establish and administer 
the Program, in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, by the Resources 
and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived Economies 
(RESTORE) of the Gulf States Act of 2012 (Pub. L. 112– 141, section 1604). Identified 
in the RESTORE Act as the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Science, Observation, 
Monitoring, and Technology Program, the Program is commonly known as the NOAA 
Restore Act Science Program. 
 
All potential NOAA COP and RASP grant recipients are required to submit the Standard 
Forms used by NOAA for Federal grants as follows:  SF-424; the SF-424A, Budget 
Information for Non-Construction Programs; the SF-424B, Assurances for Non-
Construction Programs; the CD-511 and 512 Certifications and the SF-LLL (lobbying 
form) if applicable.  
 

http://vlex.com/vid/overfishing-man-induced-ecosystems-19224887
http://vlex.com/vid/overfishing-man-induced-ecosystems-19224887
https://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/RESTORE%20ACT%20July2012.pdf
https://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/RESTORE%20ACT%20July2012.pdf
https://www.restorethegulf.gov/sites/default/files/RESTORE%20ACT%20July2012.pdf


At the time of application, COP and RASP grant applicants will be asked to include a 
COP Project Summary (Abstract) Form, Current and Pending Form and a Key Contacts 
Form in addition to the standard application requirements for Federal grants.  Copies of 
these proposed forms are included in this request.  The main purpose of this information 
collection is to enable COP and RASP to provide summaries of each proposed project, 
the key applicant contact information and their current and pending Federal funding.  The 
information gathered will enable COP and RASP to properly and quickly evaluate 
proposals in a collaborative environment with its partner agencies.   
 
COP grant recipients will also be required to file COP Annual Progress Reports and a 
COP Project Final Report.  RASP grant recipients will be required to file RASP Semi-
Annual Progress Reports and a COP Project Final Report. The proposed formats are 
included in this request.  The COP Annual Progress Report and the COP Project Final 
Report provide a consistent, detailed format to grantees.   
 
Project Summary (Abstract) Form: 
 
The Project Summary (Abstract) Form provided at time of application includes a 
statement of objectives, methods to be employed and the significance of the proposed 
activity to the advancement of knowledge or education.  This information collection shall 
not be more than one page in length and must be written in the third person.  The 
summary is used to help compare proposals quickly and allows the respondents to 
summarize these key points in their own words. 
 
Current and Pending Federal Funding Form: 
 
The Current and Pending Federal Funding Form provided at the time of application 
describes all current and pending federal financial/funding support for all principal and 
co-investigators, including unfunded collaborators making a substantial contribution to 
the research.  Continuing grants are also included. This information allows merit 
reviewers and Federal Program Managers to determine the capability of the investigator 
and collaborators to complete the proposed work in light of present commitments to other 
projects.   
 
Key Contacts Form: 
 
The Key Contacts form provides the merit reviews and Federal Program Managers with a 
one page reference for all Key personnel involved in the application and proposal process 
for each applicant. The form, submitted with the application, is used to identify the 
appropriate personnel Federal Program Managers need to communicate with, after the 
competitive review process is complete.  
 
Reporting Requirements: 
 
Consistency in reporting requirements for competitive research grant programs is 
desirable and this is behind the COP and RASP efforts in proposing a standardized 



format/form.  In accordance with current OMB guidance recipients are responsible for 
managing and monitoring each project, program, sub-award, function or activity 
supported by an award.  The Federal awarding agency prescribes the frequency with 
which the performance reports shall be submitted, which typically shall not be required 
more frequently than quarterly or less frequently than annually.  A final report will be 
required upon expiration or termination of grant support. 
 
Format – Annual Performance Report: 

 
The format chosen provides the minimum information required by this program to 
evaluate the project’s progress with respect to its goals and objectives, schedule for 
accomplishments, and application to resource management.  It has been determined that 
with respect to research, semi-annual reports are an unnecessary reporting burden for 
established programs, especially for large multi-investigator projects typical of the COP.  
The request for annual performance reports has been accepted and approved by the 
NOAA Grants Management Division for COP-sponsored grants or cooperative 
agreements. 
 
Format-Semi-Annual Report: 
 
The format chosen provides the minimum information required by this program to 
evaluate the project’s progress with respect to its goals and objectives, schedule for 
accomplishments, and application to resource management.  It has been determined that 
semi-annual progress reporting is necessary for newly established programs.  

 
Format – Final Report: 

 
The use of the Project Final Report format provides the level of detail required to 
evaluate the effort invested by investigators and staff on project management; any actual 
accomplishments and research findings; and what goals and objectives were attained.   
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information 
will be used. 
 
Project Summary (Abstract) Form: 
 
The summary is used to help compare proposals quickly by the reviewing officials in the 
competitive process.  It is submitted at time of application. 
 
Current and Pending Federal Funding Form: 
 
The current and pending form is used by Federal Program Managers and merit reviewers 
to evaluate and determine the capability of the investigator and collaborators to complete 
the proposed work in light of present commitments to other projects.  It is submitted at 
time of application. 
 



Key Contacts Form: 
 
The key contacts form is used to identify the appropriate personnel Federal Program 
Managers need to communicate with after the competitive review process is complete.  
 
Semi-Annual Report:  
 
Use of the format will provide RASP with the necessary information required to evaluate 
performance of the newly established program.  A copy of the semi-annual progress 
report is maintained in the RASP Program Information File and it is electronically 
transmitted to the Grants Management Division (GMD) through the NOAA Grants On 
Line system.  
 
Annual Report: 
 
For the proposed progress report format, the first section is taken from the COP-
implementation plan and has some advantages in that previously-funded investigators 
will be familiar with the format.  Use of this format will provide COP with the necessary 
information required to evaluate performance for the purpose of renewal of research 
grants.   Since COP’s grants are typically three to five years in duration, one annual 
report will be requested at the end of each year funded.  A copy of the annual progress 
report is maintained in the COP Program Information File and it is electronically 
transmitted to the Grants Management Division (GMD) through the NOAA Grants On 
Line system.  
 
Final Report: 
 
Final reports are reviewed to determine if any information products were delivered by the 
grantee.  In addition, the final report is used as a management tool by program managers 
to determine recipient compliance and performance with the terms and conditions of the 
grant.   
 
NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, 
privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting 
Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Although the information collected is not expected to be disseminated directly 
to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, technical or general 
informational publications. Should NOAA decide to disseminate the information, it will 
be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review pursuant to 
Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
 
  

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html


3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the 
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other 
forms of information technology. 
 
There is Web availability of the grant application kit on the NCCOS’s home page at: 
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/funding/.    The Web site offers the public the ability to 
print all COP and RASP required forms with accompanying instructions from the 
internet.   Applicants are able to electronically submit grant applications 
at: www.grants.gov  and the progress reports can be submitted electronically by those 
recipients having electronic access 
at: https://grantsonline.rdc.noaa.gov/flows/home/Login/verifyLogin.do.   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
No duplication has been identified.  The final report required for each grant award as part 
of the standard Federal grant award conditions does not have a government-wide standard 
format (although the federal government grant-making programs have been making 
periodic efforts to develop one).  The format COP developed is similar to the National 
Science Foundation (NSF format); however, each funded grant award is required to 
report progress. No duplication is performed since each award has different objectives to 
meet. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if 
the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Summaries are submitted only at the time of application and efficient review of the 
proposals is not possible without these documents.  If annual and final reports are not 
submitted, monitoring of grant performance would be much more difficult and there 
would be less benefit to other professionals from the projects. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.   
 
N/A. 
 
 
  

http://www.grants.gov/
https://grantsonline.rdc.noaa.gov/flows/home/Login/verifyLogin.do


8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public 
comments on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the 
public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken 
by the agency in response to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with 
persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, 
frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or 
reporting format (if any), and the data elements to be recorded, disclosed or 
reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on March 8, 2016 (81 FR 12078) solicited public 
comments on this submission. No comments were received. 
 
In response to a separate solicitation of comments on the burden sent to five grantees.  No 
comments were received before this submission. We will request that it be opened for 
amendment once we have received comments. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.   
 
No payments or gifts are provided (other than grant monies). 
.  
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.   
 
As stated on the forms, grant files are subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  
However, the forms also state, unpublished research results shall not be published 
without prior permission from the recipient. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are 
commonly considered private. 
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Requirement # of Annual 

Respondents 
# of Responses 
per 
Respondent 

Total 
Responses 

Average Time 
per Response  

Total Annual 
Response 
Time (Hours) 

Summary 300 1 300 30 minutes 150 
Current and 
Pending  

300 1 300 30 minutes  150 

Key Contacts 300 1 300 30 minutes 150 
Annual Report 50 1 50 5 hours 250 
Semi-Annual 
Report 

50 2 100 5 hours 500 

Final Report 50 1 50 10 hours 500 
TOTALS 1050  1,100  1700 

http://www.usdoj.gov/oip/amended-foia-redlined.pdf


 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
record-keepers resulting from the collection.   
 
No capital expenditures are required. 
 
In the research grant environment, applicants have staff dedicated to the submission of 
proposals, including clerical support.  Both time and dollar costs are charged to grantors 
under the general and administrative overhead line item on the proposal budget.  This 
includes hours spent for preparation of the other reports.   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized costs to the Federal government.  
 
The total annualized cost burden to the Government for conducting the collection and 
handling the information submitted is estimated at $4,749.00. The annualized total cost is 
estimated as follows: 
 

1. Project summary review 5 minutes = 5/60 x 200 x $38.00 per hour = $633 
2. Key Contacts review 5 minutes =5/60 x 200 x $38.00 per hour = $633 
3. Current and Pending review 5 minutes =5/60 x 200 x $38.00 per hour = $633 
4. Annual Progress report review 22.5 minutes = 22.5/60 x 50 x $38.00 per hour = 

$712.50  
5. Final Progress report review 22.5 minutes = 22.5/60 x 50 x $38.00 per hour = 

$712.50.   
6. Semi-Annual Progress report review 22.5 minutes =22.5/60 x 100 x $38.00 per 

hour = $1,425. 
 
Total = $4,749.00. 
 
15.  Explain the reason for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
RASP is now incorporated into the current request. Semi-Annual Progress Reports are 
consistent with NOAA GMD practices and recommended for newly established 
programs. The information gathered will enable RASP to properly and quickly evaluate 
progress of each grant. 
  
The Semi-Annual form will be submitted by 50 applicants with a total burden for each 
being 10 hours; total of 100 responses; and 500 hours added to the previous annual totals. 
   
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publications. 
 
Not applicable.  Grants products may be published, but not applications or reports. 
 
  



17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reason why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices. OMB Approval: 0648-0384 
Expiration Date: 7/31/2016 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
 
 

The Project Summary (abstract) should include a statement of objectives, methods to be employed, 
and the significance of the proposed activity to the advancement of knowledge or education. Avoid 
use of the first person to complete this summary. 
DO NOT EXCEED ONE PAGE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COP Project Summary Form 



NOTICE 
 

 
The Project Summary (Abstract) Form, provided at time of application, shall include a 

statement of objectives, methods to be employed, and the significance of the proposed activity to the 
advancement of knowledge or education.   This information collection shall not be more than one 
page in length and shall be written in the third person. The summary is used to help compare 
proposals quickly and allows the respondents to summarize these key points in their own words. 

 
 
 
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes 
per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 

 
 
 

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of the collection of 
information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to the National Ocean Service, 
CSCOR/COP Office, 1305 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD   20910. Grant files are subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).   Confidentiality will not be maintained-the information will 
be made available to the public. However, unpublished research results shall not be published without 
prior permission from the recipient. 

 
 
 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall, 
any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. 



Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices. OMB Approval No. 

0648-0384 

Expiration Date 7/31/2016 
 

FORMAT for Annual Progress Report 
 

A. Grant Number: 
 
B. Amount of Grant: 
 
C. Project Title: 
 
D. Grantee Organization: 
 
E. Award Period: From: To: 
 
F. Period Covered by this Report: From To: 

 
G. Summary of Progress and Expenditures to Date: 
 

l. Work Accomplishments: (as related to project objectives and schedule 
for completion) 

 
a. Provide a brief summary of progress, including results 
obtained to date, and their relationship to the general goals of 
the grant; and 

 
b Provide a brief summary of work to be performed during the 
next year of support, if changed from the original proposal; and 
indication of any current problems or unusual developments that 
may lead to deviation of research directions or delay of progress 
toward achieving project objectives. 

 
2. Applications: 

 
This section should describe specifically the outputs and management 
outcomes achieved. Outputs are defined as products (e.g. publications, 
models) or activities that lead to outcomes (changes in user knowledge 
or action). In cases where proposed management outcomes are not fully 
achieved, indicate the progress made during the reporting period. 
Also, indicate expected outputs and management outcomes for the next 
year of support. 

 
a. Outputs 

 
i. New fundamental or applied knowledge 
ii. Scientific publications 
iii. Patents 
iv. New methods and technology 
v. New or advanced tools (e.g. models, biomarkers) 
vi. Workshops 
vii. Presentations 
viii. Outreach activities/products (e.g. website, newsletter articles) 



b. Management outcomes – I. Management application or adoption of: 
 

i. New fundamental or applied knowledge 
ii. New or improved skills 
iii. Information from publications, workshops, presentations, 
     outreach products 
iv. New or improved methods or technology. 
v.  New or advanced tools. 

 
c. Management outcomes - II. Societal condition improved due to 

management action resulting from output (examples: improved water 
quality, lower frequency of harmful algal blooms, reduced hypoxic 
zone area, and improved sustainability of fisheries). 

 
d. Partnerships established with other federal, state, or agencies, 

or other research institutions (other than those already 
described in the original proposal). 

 
 

3. Expenditures: 
 

a. Describe expenditures scheduled for this period. 
 

b. Describe actual expenditures this period. 
 

c.  Explain special problems that led to differences between 
           scheduled and actual expenditures, etc. 
 

 
 
Prepared by: 

 
 
 

 

Signature of Principal Investigator Date 
 
 
A n n u a l P r o g r e s s R e p o r t F o r m  
April 2016 



NOTICE 
 
 

Subsequently, all NOAA COP recipients with approved grants 
will be asked to file a COP Project Final Report in the 
specified format upon expiration or termination of grant 
support. Consistency in reporting requirements for competitive 
research grant programs is desirable and this is behind COP’s 
efforts in proposing a standardized format. The use of the 
Project Final Report format will provide the level of detail 
required to evaluate the effort invested by investigators and 
staff on project management; any actual accomplishments and 
research findings; and what goals and objectives were attained. 
The proposed final report format is compatible with the format 
in use by other agencies that participate in joint projects with 
COP, e.g. the National Science Foundation. 
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 300 minutes per response, including time 
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. 
 

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other 
aspects of this collection of information, including suggestions 
for reducing this burden, to the National Ocean Service, 
CSCOR/COP Office, 1305 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. Grant files are subject to the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA). Confidentiality will not be maintained--the 
information will be made available to the public. However, 
unpublished research results shall not be published without 
prior permission from the recipient. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person 
is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, 
unless that collection of information displays a currently valid 
OMB Control Number. 



CURRENT AND PENDING SUPPORT FORM 
OMB Approval: 0648-0384 
Expiration Date: 7/31/2016 

 
The following information must be provided for each investigator and other senior personnel. Failure to provide this 
information may delay consideration of this proposal. 

 
Investigator: 

Other agencies to which this proposal has been/will be submitted: 
None 

Support: Current Pending Submission Planned in Near Future *Transfer of Support 
Project/Proposal Title: No other projects at this time. 

 
 

Source of Support: 
Total Award Amount:  $ Total Award Period Covered: 
Location of Project: 
Months of Your Time Committed to the Project: FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 Sum: 
Support: Current Pending Submission Planned in Near Future *Transfer of Support 
Project/Proposal Title: 

 
 

Source of Support: 
Total Award Amount:  $ Total Award Period Covered: 
Location of Project: 
Months of Your Time Committed to the Project: FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 Sum: 
Support: Current Pending Submission Planned in Near Future *Transfer of Support 
Project/Proposal Title: 

 
 

Source of Support: 
Total Award Amount:  $ Total Award Period Covered: 
Location of Project: 
Months of Your Time Committed to the Project: FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 Sum: 
Support: Current Pending Submission Planned in Near Future *Transfer of Support 
Project/Proposal Title: 

 
 

Source of Support: 
Total Award Amount:  $ Total Award Period Covered: 
Location of Project: 
Months of Your Time Committed to the Project: FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 Sumr: 
*If this project has previously been funded by another entity, please list and furnish information for immediately 
preceding funding period. 

 

(USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY) 
  



NOTICE 
 
 

All NOAA COP applicants be asked to submit a COP Current and Pending 
form in the specified format upon application submission. The use of the 
C u r r e n t  a n d  P e n d i n g  format provides the current funding status for 
each applicant allowing for a complete merit review.  This form is 
compatible with the format in use by other agencies.  
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated 
to average 30 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
 

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of 
this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this 
burden, to the National Ocean Service, CSCOR/COP Office, 1305 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Grant files are subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA). Confidentiality will not be maintained--the 
information will be made available to the public. However, unpublished 
research results shall not be published without prior permission from the 
recipient. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required 
to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to 
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB Control Number. 

 
 



Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices. 

                                                               OMB Approval No. 
0648-0384  
Expiration Date: 
7/31/2016 
 

Format for Project Final Report 
 
 
I. Project Title, Principal Investigator, Organization, Grant Number, Date 

 
II. Executive Summary 

 
A brief and succinct summary of Final Report. 

 
III. Purpose 

 
A. Overarching goal(s) of the project. 

 
B. Hypotheses (if applicable) and objectives of the project. 

 
IV. Approach 

 
A. Detailed description of the work that was performed. 

 
B. Project management: List individuals and/or organizations 

actually performing the work and how it was done. 
 
V. Findings 

 
A. Actual accomplishments and findings. 

 
B. If significant problems developed which resulted in less than 

satisfactory or negative results, they should be discussed. 
 

C. Description of need, if any, for additional work. 
 
VI. Applications 

 
Outputs and management outcomes achieved. Outputs are defined as 
products (e.g. publications, models) or activities that lead to 
outcomes (changes in user knowledge or action). 

 
A. Outputs 

 
i. New fundamental or applied knowledge 
ii. Scientific publications 
iii. Patents 
iv. New methods and technology 
v. New or advanced tools (e.g. models, biomarkers) 
vi. Workshops 
vii. Presentations 
viii. Outreach activities/products (e.g. website, newsletter 

articles). 
 

B. Management outcomes - I. Management application or adoption of: 
 

i. New fundamental or applied knowledge 
ii. New or improved skills 



iii. Information from publications, workshops, presentations, 
outreach products 

iv. New or improved methods or technology 
v. New or advanced tools. 

 
C. Management outcomes - II. Societal condition improved due to 

management action resulting from output (examples: improved water 
quality, lower frequency of harmful algal blooms, reduced hypoxic 
zone area, and improved sustainability of fisheries). 

 
VII. Evaluation 
 

Describe the extent to which the project goals and objectives were 
attained. Provide explanation for modification of goals and 
objectives. 
 

VIII.   Data Management  
 
        Describe how you complied with the Data Management Plan provided in 
        the proposal.  Provide the location (internet address) of the 
        submitted data.  
 

 
 
Prepared by: 

 
 
  

Signature of Principal Investigator                 Date 
 
 
 
 
Final Progress Report Template 
April 2016



 

NOTICE 
 
 

Subsequently, all NOAA COP recipients with approved grants will be 
asked to file a COP Project Final Report in the specified format upon 
expiration or termination of grant support. Consistency in reporting 
requirements for competitive research grant programs is desirable and this 
is behind COP’s efforts in proposing a standardized format. The use of the 
Project Final Report format will provide the level of detail required to 
evaluate the effort invested by investigators and staff on project 
management; any actual accomplishments and research findings; and what goals 
and objectives were attained. The proposed final report format is compatible 
with the format in use by other agencies that participate in joint projects 
with COP, e.g. the National Science Foundation. 
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated 
to average 600 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
 

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of 
this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this 
burden, to the National Ocean Service, CSCOR/COP Office, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Grant files are 
subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Confidentiality 
will not be maintained--the information will be made available to the public.
 However, unpublished research results shall not be published 
without prior permission from the recipient. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required 
to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to 
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB Control Number. 



Form Approved OMB No: 0648-0384 Approval Expires 07/31/2016 
 

KEY CONTACTS FORM 
 
Authorized Representative: Original awards and amendments will be sent to this individual for review 
and acceptance, unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Name:    
Title:    
Complete Address:     

 

Phone Number:         
 
Payee: Individual authorized to accept payments. 

 
Name:    
Title:    
Mai l  Address:     

 

Phone Number:   
 
Administrative Contact: Individual from Sponsored Program Office to contact concerning 
administrative matters (i.e., indirect cost rate computation, rebudgeting requests etc.) 

 
Name:    
Title:    
Mai l ing Address:     

 

Phone Number: 
E-Mail Address: 

 
 
Principal Investigator: Individual responsible for the technical completion of the proposed work. 

 
Name:    
Title:    
Mai l ing Address:     

 

Phone Number: 
E-Mail Address:  
Web URL: 

  



NOTICE 
 
 

All NOAA COP applicants be asked to submit a COP Key Contact form in 
the specified format upon application submission. The use of the K e y  
C o n t a c t  format will provide the applicants contact information and is 
compatible with the format in use by other agencies.  
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is 
estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining 
the data needed and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. 
 

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of 
this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this 
burden, to the National Ocean Service, CSCOR/COP Office, 1305 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Grant files are subject to the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA). Confidentiality will not be maintained--the 
information will be made available to the public. However, unpublished 
research results shall not be published without prior permission from the 
recipient. 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is 
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for 
failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 

 
 

 



Usage of this form is not approved for other program offices. OMB Control No.  0648-0384 
         Expiration Date: 7/31/2016   

Semi-Annual Progress Report 
 

A. Grant Number: 
B. Amount of Grant:   
C. Project Title: 
D. Grantee: 
E. Award Period:  From ____________ To _____________ 
F. Period Covered by this Report:  From ____________To ____________ 
G. Summary of Progress and Expenditures to Date:  complete each of the sections below. 
 

I. Work Accomplishments:  as related to project objectives and schedule for completion. 
 

• Provide a brief summary of progress, including results obtained to date, and their 
relationship to the general goals of the cooperative agreement 
 

• If changed from the original proposal, provide (1) a brief summary of work to be 
performed during the next 6 months of support, and (2) indicate any current problems 
or unusual developments that may lead to deviation of research directions or delay 
progress toward achieving project objectives. 

 
II. Applications:  briefly describe outputs, management outcomes, and partnerships 

established to date using the lists of categories provided below for each. Outputs are 
defined as products (e.g., publications, models) or activities that lead to outcomes 
(changes in user knowledge or action). If proposed management outcomes are not yet 
fully achieved, indicate the progress to date.  Also, indicate expected outputs and 
management outcomes for the next 6 months of support. 
 
• Outputs: 

a. New fundamental or applied knowledge 
b. Scientific publications 
c. Patents 
d. New methods and technology 
e. New or advanced tools (e.g. models, biomarkers) 
f. Workshops 
g. Presentations 
h. Outreach activities/products (e.g., website, newsletter articles) 
 

• Management application or adoption of: 
a. New fundamental or applied knowledge 
b. New or improved skills 
c. Information from publications, workshops, presentations, outreach products 
d. New or improved methods or technology 
e. New or advanced tools 

 



• Management outcomes contributing to improved societal condition(s) (e.g.,    
improved water quality, improved sustainability of fisheries, etc.): 
 

• Partnerships established (e.g., other federal, state, or local agencies, or other 
research institutions, other than those already described in the original proposal): 

 
III. Expenditures 

 
• Describe expenditures scheduled for this period. 

 
• Describe actual expenditures this period. 

 
• Explain special problems that led to differences between scheduled and actual 

expenditures, etc. 
 

Prepared By:  

Signature of Principal Investigator:   Date: 

 

NOAA RESTORE Act Science Program (3/1/2016) 

  



NOTICE 

 All NOAA RESTORE Act Science Program recipients with approved cooperative agreements are 
required to file a Progress Report in the specified format every six months. Consistency in reporting 
requirements for competitive research programs is desirable and this is behind the Science Program’s 
efforts in proposing a standardized format. This annual report format will enable program staff to 
monitor each project supported by an award. 

 Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 300 minutes 
per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 

 Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspects of this collection of 
information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the National Ocean Service, RESTORE Act 
Science Program Office, 1305 East-West Highway, Rm 8113, ATTN: Frank Parker, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. All files associated with awards are subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 
Confidentiality will not be maintained – the information will be made available to the public. However, 
unpublished research results shall not be published without prior permission from the recipient. 

 Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall 
any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. 
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types of information that may prove 
useful to NMFS include: 

• Documentation (photographs, etc.) 
of IUU activity or fishing vessels 
engaged in PLMR bycatch or catch of 
sharks on the high seas; 

• Documentation (photographs, etc.) 
of fishing vessels engaged in shared 
PLMR bycatch in any waters beyond the 
U.S. EEZ; 

• Fishing vessel records; 
• Trade data supporting evidence that 

a nation’s vessels are engaged in shark 
catch on the high seas; 

• Reports from off-loading facilities, 
port-side government officials, 
enforcement agents, military personnel, 
port inspectors, transshipment vessel 
workers and fish importers; 

• Sightings of vessels included on 
RFMO IUU vessel lists; 

• RFMO catch documents and 
statistical document programs; 

• Nation’s domestic regulations for 
bycatch and shark conservation and 
management; 

• Action or inaction at the national 
level, resulting in non-compliance with 
RFMO conservation and management 
measures, such as exceeding quotas or 
catch limits, or failing to report or 
misreporting data of the nation’s fishing 
activities; and 

• Reports from governments, 
international organizations, or 
nongovernmental organizations. 

NMFS will consider all available 
information, as appropriate, when 
making a determination whether or not 
to identify a particular nation in the 
biennial report to Congress. As stated 
previously, NMFS is limited in the data 
it may use as the basis of a nation’s 
identification. This information 
includes IUU fishing activity and 
bycatch of PLMRs in 2014, 2015 and 
2016, and shark fishing activity in 
waters beyond any national jurisdiction 
in 2016. Information should be as 
specific as possible as this will assist 
NMFS in its review. NMFS will 
consider several criteria when 
determining whether information is 
appropriate for use in making 
identifications, including: 

• Corroboration of information; 
• Whether multiple sources have 

been able to provide information in 
support of an identification; 

• The methodology used to collect 
the information; 

• Specificity of the information 
provided; 

• Susceptibility of the information to 
falsification and alteration; and 

• Credibility of the individuals or 
organization providing the information. 

Dated: March 3, 2016. 
John Henderschedt, 
Director, Office of International Affairs and 
Seafood Inspection, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05156 Filed 3–7–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE469 

Endangered Species; File No. 19627 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the NMFS Southeast Fisheries Science 
Center, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Room 
207, Miami, FL 33149 [Responsible 
Party: Dr. Bonnie Ponwith, Ph.D.], has 
applied in due form for a permit to take 
loggerhead (Caretta caretta), green 
(Chelonia mydas), Kemp’s ridley 
(Lepidochelys kempii), hawksbill 
(Eretmochelys imbricata), leatherback 
(Dermochelys coriacea), and 
unidentified hardshell sea turtles for 
purposes of scientific research. 
DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email 
comments must be received on or before 
April 7, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species (APPS) home page, 
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then 
selecting File No. 19627 from the list of 
available applications. 

These documents are also available 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted to the Chief, 
Permits and Conservation Division, at 
the address listed above. Comments may 
also be submitted by facsimile to (301) 
713–0376, or by email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include the File No. in the subject line 
of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation 
Division at the address listed above. The 
request should set forth the specific 

reasons why a hearing on this 
application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Arturo Herrera or Amy Hapeman, (301) 
427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) and the regulations 
governing the taking, importing, and 
exporting of endangered and threatened 
species (50 CFR parts 222–226). 

The applicant requests a five-year 
permit to research sea turtles that 
interact with commercialfisheries and 
other authorized activities in the Gulf of 
Mexico and East Coast of the United 
States. The purpose of the project is to: 
(1) Monitor the take of sea turtles by 
observed fisheries, (2) collect data that 
can enhance efforts to estimate total 
bycatch and the effects of bycatch on the 
sea turtle subpopulations, (3) and 
document interactions at various life 
stages to help in the recovery process of 
these species. Researchers would be 
authorized to handle, photograph, 
measure, weigh, flipper and passive 
integrated transponder tag, tissue 
sample, temporary carapace mark, and 
salvage specimens legally taken during 
commercial fishing activities. Up to 86 
green, 571 loggerhead, 165 Kemp’s 
ridley, 77 hawksbill, 253 leatherback, 20 
olive ridley, and 14 unidentified sea 
turtles would be sampled annually. 

Dated: March 2, 2016. 
Julia Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05079 Filed 3–7–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Coastal Ocean 
Program Grants Proposal Application 
Package 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
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collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 9, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Laurie Golden, 240–533– 
0285 or laurie.golden@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for a revision and 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Coastal Ocean Program 
(COP) provides direct financial 
assistance through grants and 
cooperative agreements for research 
supporting the management of coastal 
ecosystems. The statutory authority for 
COP is Public Law 102–567 section 201 
(Coastal Ocean Program). In addition to 
standard government application 
requirements, applicants for financial 
assistance are required to submit a 
project summary form, current and 
pending form and a key contacts form. 
Recipients are required to file annual 
progress reports and a project final 
report using COP formats. All of these 
requirements are needed for better 
evaluation of proposals and monitoring 
of awards. 

This request is for a revision due to 
the addition of the NOAA RESTORE Act 
Science Program. This program provides 
direct financial assistance through 
grants and cooperative agreements for 
research, observation, and monitoring to 
support, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the long-term sustainability 
of the ecosystem, fish stocks, fish 
habitat, and the recreational, 
commercial, and charter-fishing 
industry in the Gulf of Mexico. NOAA 
was authorized to establish and 
administer the Program, in consultation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
by the Resources and Ecosystems 
Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, 
and Revived Economies (RESTORE) of 
the Gulf States Act of 2012 (Pub. L. 112– 
141, section 1604). Identified in the 
RESTORE Act as the Gulf Coast 
Ecosystem Restoration Science, 
Observation, Monitoring, and 
Technology Program, the Program is 
commonly known as the NOAA 

RESTORE Act Science Program. The 
NOAA RESTORE Act Science Program 
will use the standard government 
application forms for financial 
assistance as well as the COP project 
summary form, current and pending 
form and a key contacts form. 
Recipients are required to file semi- 
annual progress reports and a project 
final report using a revised COP format. 
These additional forms are necessary for 
consistency. The main purpose of this 
information collection is to enable the 
NOAA RESTORE Act Science Program 
to provide summaries of each proposed 
project, the key applicant contact 
information and their current and 
pending Federal funding. The 
information gathered will enable the 
NOAA RESTORE Act Science Program 
to properly and quickly evaluate 
proposals in a collaborative 
environment with its partner agencies. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0384. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(revision/extension of a currently 
approved collection). 

Affected Public: Non-profit 
institutions; State, local, or tribal 
government; business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
508. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes each for a project summary, key 
contacts and current and pending 
federal support; 5 hours for a semi- 
annual report; 5 hours for an annual 
report and 10 hours for a final report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,920. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 

or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 2, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05011 Filed 3–7–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–JS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE433 

Schedules for Atlantic Shark 
Identification Workshops and 
Protected Species Safe Handling, 
Release, and Identification Workshops 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public workshops. 

SUMMARY: Free Atlantic Shark 
Identification Workshops and Protected 
Species Safe Handling, Release, and 
Identification Workshops will be held in 
April, May, and June of 2016. Certain 
fishermen and shark dealers are 
required to attend a workshop to meet 
regulatory requirements and to maintain 
valid permits. Specifically, the Atlantic 
Shark Identification Workshop is 
mandatory for all federally permitted 
Atlantic shark dealers. The Protected 
Species Safe Handling, Release, and 
Identification Workshop is mandatory 
for vessel owners and operators who use 
bottom longline, pelagic longline, or 
gillnet gear, and who have also been 
issued shark or swordfish limited access 
permits. Additional free workshops will 
be conducted during 2016 and will be 
announced in a future notice. 
DATES: The Atlantic Shark Identification 
Workshops will be held on April 7, May 
12, and June 9, 2016. 

The Protected Species Safe Handling, 
Release, and Identification Workshops 
will be held on April 12, April 29, May 
25, May 27, June 10, and June 15, 2016. 

See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for 
further details. 
ADDRESSES: The Atlantic Shark 
Identification Workshops will be held in 
Wilmington, NC; Bohemia, NY; and 
Manahawkin, NJ. 

The Protected Species Safe Handling, 
Release, and Identification Workshops 
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