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       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date
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Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)   
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10/95



 

 
1 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
WEST COAST REGION HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES 

VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0361 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for extension of this information collection West Coast Region Highly Migratory 
Species Vessel Identification Requirements. 
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on tracking catch and effort 
of participants as well as their history of regulatory compliance. The vessel identification 
requirement is essential to facilitate these objectives. The ability to link fishing or other activity 
to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of the regulations issued under the 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to govern 
domestic and foreign fishing, and under authority of laws implementing international treaties.  
 
In accordance with section 50 CFR Part 660.704, official vessel numbers must be of a specific 
size and format and located at specified locations. The official number must be affixed to each 
vessel n block Arabic numerals at least 10 inches (25.40 centimeters) in height for vessels more 
than 25 feet (7.62 meters) but equal to or less than 65 feet (19.81 meters) in length; and 18 inches 
(45.72 centimeters) in height for vessels longer than 65 feet (19.81 meters) in length. Markings 
must be legible and of a color that contrasts with the background. The display of the identifying 
number aids in fishery law enforcement. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will 
be used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the 
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
In the domestic West Coast Region fisheries regulated under 50 CFR Part 660, the vessel's 
official number, United State Coast Guard (USCG) documentation or state registration 
number, is required to be displayed on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or 
hull, and on an appropriate weather deck. The number identifies each vessel and should be 
visible at distances at sea and in the air. The requirements affect United States (U.S.) 
vessels participating in the West Coast Highly Migratory Species (HMS) fisheries and 
West Coast coastal pelagic fishing vessels, with the exception of HMS Charter 
Recreational Vessels for which an exemption was granted and became effective September 
5, 2007a. Charter vessels are no longer bound by the vessel marking requirements under 
consideration.  

                                                 
a  Copy of the final rule for this exemption can be found at 72FR43563 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/laws_policies/msa/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=2190a6297ae81ba249cccc6a97725ab9&mc=true&node=pt50.13.660&rgn=div5#se50.13.660_1704
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The identification number provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor 
fishing, at-sea processing, and other related activities, in order to ascertain whether the 
vessel's observed activities are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The 
identifying number is used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the USCG, 
and other marine agencies in issuing citations, prosecutions, and other enforcement 
actions. Vessels that qualify for specific fisheries are easily identified, and this allows for 
more cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishermen also use this number to report 
suspicious activities that they observe. Regulation-compliant fishermen ultimately benefit 
as unauthorized and illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing is deterred and 
more burdensome regulations are avoided. 
 
Although the information collected (vessel identification number) is not confidential, it 
will not be disseminated to the public. The information is strictly for enforcement purpose 
or used internally by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Fisheries in situations involving damage, loss, and civil proceedings. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the 
use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other 
forms of information technology. 
 
The requirement that each vessel display an identification number on its deckhouse or hull, 
and its weather deck, does not lend itself to collection via forms of information 
technology. Transponders and vessel monitoring system units are comparatively expensive 
and their signals cannot be accessed directly by the USCG in the air or by its vessels at this 
time. No other technology appears to be less costly and still capable of providing the 
necessary information to support enforcement. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There is no duplication with other collections. The USCG requires that the name of the 
vessel be marked on its hull, and this requirement fulfills the USCG requirement. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
All of the vessels are categorized as small businesses. The collection of information will 
not have a significant impact on these small businesses, and no special modifications of 
the requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of these small 
businesses. 
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6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
NMFS and the USCG could not enforce the fisheries management measures if the 
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
No special circumstances require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent 
with the OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public 
comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the 
public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by 
the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with 
persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency 
of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting 
format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice (FRN) published on July 12, 2017 (82 FR 32174) solicited 
public comment.  
 
NMFS asked for comments from Pacific Highly Migratory Species Permit holders. 21 
public comments were received in regards to this request: 17 were “no comment” and 4 
were comments regarding the requirement to have vessel markings visible to enforcement 
(all had been asked the same list of questions from the FRN). 
 
Comments were made stating that the requirements were acceptable and had a low impact 
on commercial fishing operations and provide valuable information related to vessel 
transport. Another comment was made that the vessel numbers were too big which made 
them difficult to apply with vinyl, but that they do not take longer to apply than the 
estimated time burden. No adjustments were made to burden calculations based on these 
comments.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
There is no assurance of confidentiality provided. This is public information. 
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly 
considered private. 
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The estimated total number of vessels affected is approximately 1700, which includes 
purse seine, troll/baitboat, hook-and-line, drift gillnet, and harpoon fishing vessels. For all 
but the purse seine vessels, the burden is estimated at 45 minutes each (15 minutes for 
each of three locations on the vessel). For the purse seine vessels, the burden is estimated 
at 1 hour and fifteen minutes (15 minutes for each of three locations on the vessel plus 15 
minutes each for one skiff and one helicopter). The total estimated burden for painting 
every two years is: 
 
 1,675 vessels x 45 minutes  =    1,256.25 hours 
 25 vessels x 1 hour, 15 minutes =         31.25 hours 
              1,287.5 (1,288) hours 
  
 Annualized Total = 643.75 hours (644). 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in 
Question 12 above). 
 
The only cost to respondents is the cost of the paint or vinyl lettering to apply the vessel’s 
official number or to re-apply the official number if part of routine maintenance. If paint is 
used, it is assumed the vessel is equipped with paint brushes. Vinyl lettering varies per 
manufacturing companies. It is estimated that each official number is $16.  
 
1,675 Vessels x $16 (2) = $53,600 
25 Vessels x $16 (3) = $1,200 
 
The estimated annual cost would be $27,400 ($54,800 / 2 years).   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There is no cost to the Federal government. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Adjustments: The 2014 collection accounted for the cost of markings on only one side of 
the vessel. This collection is accounting for the cost of two sides and an additional cost for 
the third marking of purse seine vessels. In addition, the average cost for vessel markings 
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increased from $9 to $16. The new average applies to prices in vinyl lettering and paint. 
Cost estimates were re-calculated to reflect the addition of vessel markings.  
 
There are 19 more purse seine vessels affected by this requirement than there were in 
2014. Accounting for the increase in purse seine vessels and accounting for all required 
vessel markings, there is an increase in estimated annual costs from $7,650 to $27,400.  
 
In addition, the burden from additional purse seine vessels increased the total from 639 
hours to 644 hours. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publication. 
 
No results are published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection of information does not employ statistical methods. 
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funding for cybersecurity education; or 
student or employee enrolled in a 
cybersecurity education or training 
program)? Note: Providing detailed 
information, including your specific 
affiliation is optional and will be made 
publicly available. Commenters should 
not include information they do not 
wish to be posted (e.g., personal or 
confidential business information) and 
are strongly encouraged not to include 
Personally Identifiable Information in 
their submissions. 

Growing and Sustaining the Nation’s 
Cybersecurity Workforce 

1. What current metrics and data exist 
for cybersecurity education, training, 
and workforce developments, and what 
improvements are needed in the 
collection, organization, and sharing of 
information about cybersecurity 
education, training, and workforce 
development programs? 

2. Is there sufficient understanding 
and agreement about workforce 
categories, specialty areas, work roles, 
and knowledge/skills/abilities? 

3. Are appropriate cybersecurity 
policies in place in your organization 
regarding workforce education and 
training efforts and are those policies 
regularly and consistently enforced? 

4. What types of knowledge or skills 
do employers need or value as they 
build their cybersecurity workforce? Are 
employer expectations realistic? Why or 
why not? Are these expectations in line 
with the knowledge and skills of the 
existing workforce or student pipeline? 
How do these types of knowledge and 
skills vary by role, industry, and sector, 
(e.g., energy vs financial sectors)? 

5. Which are the most effective 
cybersecurity education, training, and 
workforce development programs being 
conducted in the United States today? 
What makes those programs effective? 
What are the goals for these programs 
and how are they successful in reaching 
their goals? Are there examples of 
effective/scalable cybersecurity, 
education, training, and workforce 
development programs? 

6. What are the greatest challenges 
and opportunities facing the Nation, 
employers, and workers in terms of 
cybersecurity education, training, and 
workforce development? 

7. How will advances in technology 
(e.g., artificial intelligence, Internet of 
Things, etc.) or other factors affect the 
cybersecurity workforce needed in the 
future? How much do cybersecurity 
education, training, and workforce 
development programs need to adapt to 
prepare the workforce to protect 
modernized cyber physical systems 
(CPS)? 

8. What steps or programs should be 
continued, modified, discontinued, or 
introduced to grow and sustain the 
Nation’s cybersecurity workforce, taking 
into account needs and trends? What 
steps should be taken: 

i. At the Federal level? 
ii. At the state or local level, including 

school systems? 
iii. By the private sector, including 

employers? 
iv. By education and training 

providers? 
v. By technology providers? 

Kevin Kimball, 
NIST Chief of Staff. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14553 Filed 7–11–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration Proposed Information 
Collection; Comment Request; West 
Coast Region Vessel Identification 
Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
comment on proposed and/or 
continuing information collections, as 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 11, 
2017. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Shannon Penna, National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), West 
Coast Region (WCR) Long Beach Office, 
501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long 
Beach, CA 90802, (562) 980–4238 or 
shannon.penna@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
current information collection. 

Regulations at 50 CFR 660.704 require 
that all commercial fishing vessels with 
permits issued under authority of the 
National Marine Fishery Service’s 
(NMFS) Fishery Management Plan for 
United States (U.S.) West Coast Highly 
Migratory Species Fisheries display the 
vessel’s official number (U.S. Coast 
Guard documentation number or state 
registration number). The numbers must 
be of a specific size and format and 
located at specified locations. The 
official number must be affixed to each 
vessel subject to this section in block 
Arabic numerals at least 10 inches 
(25.40 centimeters) in height for vessels 
more than 25 feet (7.62 meters) but 
equal to or less than 65 feet (19.81 
meters) in length; and 18 inches (45.72 
centimeters) in height for vessels longer 
than 65 feet (19.81 meters) in length. 
Markings must be legible and of a color 
that contrasts with the background. The 
display of the identifying number aids 
in fishery law enforcement. This 
requirement does not apply to 
recreational charter vessels. 

II. Method of Collection 

The vessels’ official numbers are 
displayed on the vessels. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0361. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1700. 

Estimated Time per Response: All but 
purse seine vessels, 45 minutes; purse 
seine vessels, 1 hour, 15 minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,325 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $13,250. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 
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Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: July 7, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14576 Filed 7–11–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF395 

Pacific Whiting; Advisory Panel 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; call for nominations. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is soliciting 
nominations for appointments to the 
United States Advisory Panel (AP) 
established in the Agreement between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of Canada 
on Pacific Hake/Whiting (Pacific 
Whiting Treaty). Nominations are being 
sought to fill one position on the AP for 
a four year term beginning in 2018. 
DATES: Nominations must be received 
by August 11, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit 
nominations by any of the following 
methods: 

• Email: whiting.nominations.wcr@
noaa.gov. 

• Fax: 206–526–6736, Attn: Frank 
Lockhart. 

• Mail: Barry Thom, Regional 
Administrator, West Coast Region, 
NMFS, 7600 Sand Point Way NE., 
Seattle, WA 98115–0070. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Frank Lockhart, (206) 526–6142 or 
Miako Ushio, (206) 526–4644. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Pacific Whiting Treaty Committees 
Background 

The Pacific Whiting Act of 2006 
(Pacific Whiting Act), 16 U.S.C. 7001– 
10, implements the 2003 Agreement 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of Canada on Pacific Hake/Whiting. 
Among other provisions, the Pacific 
Whiting Act provides for the 
establishment of an Advisory Panel 
(AP). The AP makes recommendations 
to the Joint Management Committee on 

bilateral Pacific whiting management 
issues. AP members must be 
knowledgeable or experienced in the 
harvesting, processing, marketing, 
management, conservation, or research 
of the offshore Pacific whiting resource. 
Eight individuals represent the United 
States on the AP, and nominations for 
one of those positions (id. at § 7005) is 
solicited through this notice. 

Members appointed to the U.S. 
sections of the AP will be reimbursed 
for necessary travel expenses in 
accordance with Federal Travel 
Regulations and sections 5701, 5702, 
5704 through 5708, and 5731 of Title 5. 
(Id. at § 7008). NMFS anticipates that 1– 
2 meetings of the AP will be held 
annually, and these meetings will be 
held in the United States or Canada. AP 
members will need a valid U.S. 
passport. 

The Pacific Whiting Act also states 
that while performing their appointed 
duties, members ‘‘other than officers or 
employees of the United States 
Government, shall not be considered to 
be Federal employees while performing 
such service, except for purposes of 
injury compensation or tort claims 
liability as provided in chapter 81 of 
title 5 and chapter 171 of title 28.’’ (Id.) 

Information on the Pacific Whiting 
Treaty, including current committee 
members can be found at: 
www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/ 
fisheries/management/whiting/pacific_
whiting_treaty.html. 

Advisory Panel Qualifications 
AP member nominees must be 

knowledgeable or experienced in the 
harvesting, processing, marketing, 
management, conservation, or research 
of the offshore Pacific whiting resource; 
and must not be employees of the 
United States government. Nomination 
packages for appointments should 
include: 

1. The name of the applicant or 
nominee, position they are being 
nominated for and a description of his/ 
her interest in Pacific whiting; and 

2. A statement of background and/or 
description of how the nominee is 
knowledgeable or experienced in the 
harvesting, processing, marketing, 
management, conservation, or research 
of the offshore Pacific whiting resource. 
Letters of support for nominees will also 
be considered. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 7001 et seq. 

Dated: July 6, 2017. 
Emily H. Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14552 Filed 7–11–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Greater Atlantic 
Region Vessel Identification 
Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 11, 
2017. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Cynthia Hanson, (978) 281– 
9180 or Cynthia.Hanson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

current information collection. 
Regulations at 50 CFR 648.8 and 

§ 697.8 require that owners of vessels 
over 25 ft (7.6 m) in registered length 
that have Federal permits to fish in the 
Greater Atlantic Region display the 
vessel’s name and official number. The 
name and number must be of a specific 
size at specified locations: the vessel 
name must be affixed to the port and 
starboard sides of the bow and, if 
possible, on its stern. The official 
number must be displayed on the port 
and starboard sides of the deckhouse or 
hull, and on an appropriate weather 
deck so as to be clearly visible from 
enforcement vessels and aircraft. The 
display of the identifying characters 
aids in fishery law enforcement. 

II. Method of Collection 
No information is submitted to NMFS 

as a result of this collection. The 
vessel’s identification information must 
be affixed to the vessel in the designated 
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