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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NOAA FISHERIES GREATER ATLANTIC REGION GEAR IDENTIFICATION 

REQUIREMENTS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0351 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA’s) National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) requests the approval by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) of an 
extension of the existing collection of information under OMB Control Number 0648-0351 for 
Greater Atlantic Region Gear Identification. 
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 648 (§ 648.84, § 648.123(b)(3), § 648.144(b), § 648.264(a)(5)), and  
§ 697.21(a) and (b) require the identification of specified fishing gear.  Furthermore, these 
regulations specify the method of identification for each type of fishing gear so that the gear is 
clearly visible, and ownership of the gear can be easily determined.  It is important to note that 
the effort-control marking programs (involving designation of fishing categories, areas chosen, 
and/or tags to indicate this information) for gillnet and lobster trap tags (also gear marking 50 
CFR 648.80, § 648.92(b)(8)(B)(ii), and § 697.21(a)(2)) are approved and accounted for under 
OMB Control Number 0648-0202. 
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends on regulatory compliance.  The ability 
to link fishing gear to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to the enforcement of regulations 
under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  The 
ability to identify gear allows state and federal enforcement personnel to identify permit holders 
that are using unapproved gear configuration, using the gear during a time restriction, or using 
gear in a restricted area.  In the Greater Atlantic Region, gear marking is required of permit 
holders in the Northeast multispecies longline and gillnet fisheries, American lobster trap fishery, 
scup trap/pot fishery, the deep-sea red crab fishery, the tilefish longline fishery, and the black sea 
bass trap/pot fishery. 
 
The marking of gear is also a valuable tool in ascertaining ownership of lost or damaged gear, as 
well as gear involved in civil proceedings.  Gear can be lost or damaged as the result of 
interactions between mobile and fixed gears.  Gear identification is an important tool in 
identifying the parties involved in these conflicts.  Proper marking also makes gear more visible 
to other vessels in the water to aid in navigation and increase safety at sea. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
No information is submitted directly to NMFS, or to the public, as a result of this information 
collection.  Gear identification has been used in the past as a means to identify lost or abandoned 
gear, gear involved in interactions with protected species, or gear involved in conflicts with 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=a3dafea88c12deab92ba6a71f2adb417&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr648_main_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=a3dafea88c12deab92ba6a71f2adb417&mc=true&node=se50.13.697_121&rgn=div8
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another gear sector or within the same gear sector.  Additionally, gear identification allows law 
enforcement personnel to identify gear that is not configured according to regulations, deployed 
in a restricted area, or deployed during a restricted time.  All characters used in the identification 
of the fishing gear (e.g., Federal permit number, the vessel’s official number, or other specified 
characters) are considered public information.  The information collected is not used for any 
means other than marking the location and identification of fishing gear. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The gear marking requirements allow for the visual identification of fishing gear.  Although 
technologies are available to electronically identify fishing gear, this technology is severely 
limited and visual identification of fishing gear through marking requirements is necessary.  The 
visual collection of gear identification markings by the public and law enforcement personnel 
may involve binoculars, plain sight, or other sight enhancement technologies. 
 
Information about the different gear marking requirements, containing information in the 
regulations, is posted on the region’s website: 
www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nero/nr/nrdoc/11/11FixedGearBuoyLineMarkNEReq.pdf 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There is no duplication of this requirement with other collections by NMFS.  However, the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG) and state regulatory agencies may require the same means 
and methods of gear identification.  These requirements are complementary and do not create 
any additional nor duplicative requirements on the respondents. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
Nearly all commercial fishing vessels subject to this information collection are categorized as 
small businesses.  However, it is not anticipated that the information collection will have any 
significant impact on the operations of these small businesses. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
If commercial fishing gear were not identifiable by NMFS, the USCG, or any other cooperating 
enforcement agency the ability to enforce fishery regulations would be significantly impaired.  
The requirements of this collection are only repeated once the identification markings become 
illegible or the marked gear is lost at sea. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
No special circumstances require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the 
OMB guidelines. 
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8.  Provide information on the Paperwork Reduction Act Federal Register Notice that 
solicited public comments on the information collection prior to this submission.  
Summarize the public comments received in response to that notice and describe the 
actions taken by the agency in response to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult 
with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency 
of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format 
(if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on December 27, 2016, (81 FR 95119) solicited public 
comments.  No comments were received. 
 
In addition, the Greater Atlantic Regional Administrator announced the open comment period at 
the New England Fishery Management Council meeting on January 24, 2017, and at the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council meeting on February 14, 2017.  The announcement 
included a summary of the information collection included in this renewal, and encouraged 
affected parties to review the Federal Register Notice and submit comments.  The full comment 
period was also announced, with the deadline for comment submission made clear.  The same 
information that was presented by the Greater Atlantic Regional Administrator was also 
available in physical form as a handout included with the meeting materials at the 
aforementioned Council meetings.  No comments were received. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are provided to respondents as a part of this collection. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Fishing gear identification is not considered confidential information and thus no confidentiality 
is provided. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked as part of this collection. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The method for marking fishing gear varies according to the type of gear.  Gear may be marked 
with paint and a paintbrush, a permanent ink applicator, or a stencil.  The markings are often 
made upon a small floating apparatus (e.g., buoy) that is attached to the gear.  The number of 
“gear” in the case of longline, pot, and trap fisheries is not the actual number of hooks, pots, or 
traps; but rather the number of vertical end lines associated with each string of respective gear, as 
that is the unit that is marked.  The average number of lobster traps per entity is roughly 1,250 
and the average number of traps per trawl (string) is 10.  Taking into account that each trawl has 
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two vertical end lines, this gives a total of approximately 250 vertical end lines per entity to be 
marked: 1,250/10 x 2 = 250.  For both the black sea bass and scup fisheries, the average number 
of pots per entity is approximately 300, with five pots per trawl (string).  This totals to about 120 
end lines per entity: 300/5 x 2 = 120.  Longline vessels (Tilefish, multispecies, etc.) typically fish 
six tub trawls (strings), resulting in 12 end lines per entity: 6 x 2 = 12.  The average time 
estimated to mark gear is 1 minute per piece of gear.  Table 1 shows the break-down of gear 
items subject to this collection by gear type and fishery.  The total estimated burden for this 
collection is 18,592 hours, annually. 
 

Table 1. Greater Atlantic Region Gear Identification Burden Table By Gear Type and Fishery 

Gear Group Fishery Number 
of Entities 

Items Per 
Entity 

Total 
Number 
of Items 

Response 
Time 

Total 
Burden 
(Hours) 

Annual Cost ($) 

Public* Government 

Trap/Pot 
Fisheries 

Lobster 2,271 250 567,750 1 minute 9,463 22,710 N/A 

Black Sea Bass 229 120 27,480 1 minute 458 2,290 N/A 

Scup 125 120 15,000 1 minute 250 1,250 N/A 
Deep Sea Red 

Crab** 5 60 300 1 minute 5 50 N/A 

Gillnet All Fisheries 1,534 320 490,880 1 minute 8,181 15,340 N/A 

Longline 
Multispecies 498 12 5,976 1 minute 100 4,980 N/A 

Tilefish 677 12 8,124 1 minute 135 6,770 N/A 

Total  5,339  1,115,510  18,592 53,390 0 
*Public cost assumes $10 per entity per year for annual maintenance. 
**Only limited access red crab permits have gear marking requirements.  There are currently only five limited 
access red crab vessels, so the number of affected entities in this case is five. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The cost to respondents is minimal.  Materials needed are paint and paintbrush, permanent ink 
applicator, or a stencil.  Annual costs are estimated to be $10 to purchase either the paint, ink, or 
stencil.  Total estimated cost per vessel varies according to the type and amount of gear used.  
Given normal weathering of the fishing gear, it is estimated that the gear marking process will 
need to be repeated on an annual basis.  This action affects a total of 5,339 entities, thus the 
annual cost burden to respondents is estimated at $53,390.00 (5,339 x $10).  A breakdown of 
these costs by fishery and gear type is shown in Table 1. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There are no costs to the federal government associated with the requirement to identify gear. 
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15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
Changes reflect the most current information regarding the number of relevant vessels and gear 
estimated for the next three years.  The total burden hours were reduced as a result of an updated 
analysis which included the average number of entities in each gear marking category from 
2013-2015.  The number of participants in each gear marking program varied by fishery.  
Overall, there was a reduction in the number of participants across all fishery groups (both by 
fishery and gear type) except for the deep sea red crab fishery, which remained the same.  This 
declining participation could be caused by a number of reasons, including but not limited to: the 
general trend of the consolidation of fisheries overall, reductions in fishing quotas, industry 
downsizing, resource availability, and the general state of the economy.  There were no changes 
to the regulations or gear marking requirements since the last collection renewal, so all changes 
in the burden are a result of changes in the number of participating entities.  A description of all 
changes to the annual burden estimates associated with this collection of information is shown in 
Table 2. 
 

Table 2. Reasons for Changes to Annual Burden Estimates 

 Number of 
Respondents 

Number of 
Transactions 

Time 
Burden on 

Respondents 
(hours) 

Cost Burden on 
Respondents ($) 

Cost Burden on 
Federal 

Government ($) 

Previous Collection 6,116 1,269,340 21,156 61,160.00 N/A 
Program Change 0 0 0 0 N/A 

Adjustment -777 -153,830 -2,564 -7,770.00 N/A 
Current Collection 5,339 1,115,510 18,592 53,390.00 N/A 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No results will be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable.  No forms are used in this information collection. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.  There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 
   Sustainable Fisheries Division 

www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov 
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New England Council Actions    
 

Small-Mesh Multispecies  
 

None at this time 

Groundfish 
 

Amendment 18 to the Northeast Multispecies Plan 
On December 20, 2016, NMFS published a proposed rule for Amendment 18 in the Federal 
Register (81 FR 92761).  Amendment 18 was developed to promote fleet diversity in the 
groundfish fishery and enhance sector management.  The Amendment proposes to limit the 
number of permits and annual groundfish allocation that an entity could hold.  This action also 
removes several effort restrictions to increase operational flexibility for limited access handgear 
vessels.  Comments on Amendment 18 must be received on or before February 3, 2017.  For 
additional information, please contact William Whitmore at (978) 281-9182 or email at 
William.whitmore@noaa.gov. 
 
Reimbursement of Sector At-Sea Monitoring Costs 
For the 2016 fishing year, NMFS has been able to fully fund our SBRM monitoring program and, 
are using remaining funds to offset some of industry’s costs for the groundfish at-sea monitoring 
program through a cooperative agreement with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.  
The ASMFC has been reimbursing sectors for 85 percent of their ASM and electronic monitoring 
costs for sector trips beginning on or after July 1, 2016.  To date, all 14 sectors actively fishing 
have submitted invoices and been reimbursed for ASM trips, on a total of 663 days, that occurred 
from July through December, including applicable EM trips.  We are actively monitoring and 
evaluating the spend-down of available funds consistent with projected effort for the remainder of 
the fishing year.For additional information, please contact Mark Grant at (978) 281-9145 or email 
at Mark.Grant@noaa.gov. 

 
Inseason Action to Prohibit Common Pool Possession of Georges Bank Cod and to Close the 
Georges Bank Cod Trimester Total Allowable Catch Area to Common Pool Fishing 
On January 9, 2017, NMFS filed a temporary rule in the Federal Register prohibiting the 
possession of GB cod by common pool vessels and closing the GB cod Trimester Total Allowable 
Catch Area (statistical areas 521, 522, 525, and 561) to common pool vessels on a groundfish trip.  
NMFS took these actions because data indicated that the common pool quota for GB cod had 
already been exceeded for fishing year 2016.  For additional information, please contact Kyle 
Molton at (978) 281-9236 or Kyle.Molton@noaa.gov. 

Monkfish 
  
 None at this time  
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Scallops  
 
Proposed Rule for Framework 28 
NMFS published a proposed rule for Framework 28 in the Federal Register on January 19, 2017 
(82 FR 6472).  Framework 28 would:  set specifications for the scallop fishery for fishing year 
2017; revise the way we allocate catch to the limited access general category individual fishing 
quota fleet to reflect spatial management of the scallop fishery; and implement a 50-bushel shell 
stock possession limit for limited access vessels inshore of the days-at-sea demarcation line north 
of 42° 20’ N. lat.  The comment period on this rule closed on February 3, 2017.  For additional 
information, please contact Travis Ford at (978) 281-9233 or email at travis.ford@noaa.gov. 

Herring 
 

Adjustments to the 2017 ManagementArea Annual Catch Limits 
On December 28, 2016, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (81 FR 95494) 
adjusting the 2017 catch limits in the four herring management areas (Areas 1A, 1B, 2, and 3) to 
account for underages in those areas during 2015.  In order to ensure that the carryover of 
underages do not cause overfishing of the herring resource, management area-specific carryover 
does not increase the stock-wide annual catch limit. This action was necessary to ensure that 
NMFS accounts for herring catch consistent with the requirements of the Atlantic Herring Fishery 
Management Plan.  For additional information, please contact Shannah Jaburek at (978) 282-8456 
or email at Shannah.Jaburek@noaa.gov. 

 
Inseason Adjustment to the Herring Management Area 1A Sub-Annual Catch Limit 
NMFS published an inseason adjustment in the Federal Register on December 29, 2016 (81 FR 
95909), allocating an addition 1,000 mt of Atlantic herring to the Management Area 1A Sub-
Annual Catch Limit due to an underharvest in the New Brunswick weir fishery.  This action was 
necessary to comply with the 2016-2018 specifications and management measures for the Atlantic 
Herring FMP, and to ensure that accounting of the annual catch limit is accurate for fishing year 
2016.  The allocation was not large enough to reopen the herring fishery in Area 1A.  For 
additional information, please contact Daniel Luers at (978) 282-8457 or email at 
Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov. 

Skate 
 
Commercial Skate Wing and Skate Bait Possession Limit Reduction  
NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on January 25, 2017 (82 FR 8364), 
which reduced the skate wing possession limit from 4,100 lb of skate wings to 500 lb per trip, and 
reduced the skate bait possession limit from 25,000 lb to 1,135 lb  per trip, effective January 30, 
2017, through April 30, 2017.  We are authorized to reduce the commercial possession limit for 
the skate wing fishery and required to reduce the possession limit for the skate bait fishery when 
landings are projected to reach 85 and 90 percent, respectively, of their annual total allowable 
landings (TAL).  For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or 
email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 
 
 

tel:(978)%20281-9233
mailto:travis.ford@noaa.gov
mailto:Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov
mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
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Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab 
 

Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab Specifications for Fishing Years 2017-2019 
NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on December 1, 2016 (81 FR 86703), 
proposing the 2017 Atlantic deep-sea red crab quota and proposing projected quotas for 2018-
2019.  The New England Fishery Management Council's recommendation is to continue the 
existing red crab fishery quota of 1,775 metric tons for fishing years 2017-2019.  This action is 
necessary to establish allowable red crab harvest levels that will prevent overfishing and allow 
harvesting of optimum yield.  The comment period closed on January 3, 2017.  The final rule is in 
development.  If the final rule does not publish before the start of the 2017 fishing year (March 1, 
2017), rollover specifications will go into place until replaced by the final rule.  For additional 
information, please contact Allison Murphy at (978) 281-9122 or email at 
Allison.Murphy@noaa.gov. 

Mid-Atlantic Council Actions 
 

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 
 

Summer Flounder Specifications for Fishing Years 2017-2018 
NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register on December 22, 2016 (81 FR 93842), that 
established revised summer flounder specifications for the 2017 and 2018 fishing years.  These 
specifications, effective January 1, 2017, were based on updated information regarding the status 
of the summer flounder stock and represent a 30-percent decrease from those implemented through 
the summer flounder, scup, and black sea bass specifications set in 2015 for the 2016-2018 fishing 
years.  In addition, the final rule announced an automatic accountability measure for the black sea 
bass commercial fishery that lowered the previously established 2017 specifications for that 
fishery.  This accountability measure was due to a commercial quota overage and higher-than-
expected commercial discards in the 2015 fishing year.  We will revisit the need for this 
accountability measure when we review any updates to the 2017 black sea bass specifications that 
result from the new black sea bass benchmark assessment.  For additional information, please 
contact Emily Gilbert at (978) 281-9244 or emal at Emily.Gilbert@noaa.gov. 

Atlantic Bluefish 
 

Commercial Bluefish Quota Transfer – Maryland  to New York 
NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on December 12, 2016 (81 FR 89396) 
allowing a transfer of 50,000 lb of commercial bluefish quota from Maryland to New York.  The 
revised bluefish quotas for calendar year 2016 are:  Maryland, 96,631 lb; New York, 927,289 lb.  
This transfer was prompted by the diligent efforts of state officials in New York not to exceed the 
commercial bluefish quota.  For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-
9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@NOAA.gov. 
 
 
 

tel:(978)%20281-9122
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Spiny Dogfish 
  
 None at this time 

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog 
 

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog ITQ Cost Recovery   
The 2017 fishing year marks the start of the new cost recovery program for the surfclam and ocean 
quahog individual transferable quota (ITQ) fisheries.  At the end of 2017, ITQ shareholders will be 
responsible for a fee based on how many of their 2017 cage tags are used to land surfclams or 
ocean quahogs throughout the year.  The fee to the ITQ shareholder will be based on the cage tag 
numbers initial allocated to each shareholder, even if some or all of those tags are leased or 
otherwise transferred to another individual who uses them to land clams.  We will announce the 
new fees per tag in March 2017, and will issue bills in March 2018 once we know which tags were 
used.  Details about the new cost recovery program were published in the Atlantic Surfclam and 
Ocean Quahog Amendment 17 final rule (81 FR 38969; June 15, 2016).  For additional 
information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish  
 

Amendment 16 (Deep-Sea Coral Amendment) 
NMFS published a final rule for Amendment 16 in the Federal Register on December 14, 2016 (81 
FR 90246).  Amendment 16 protects deep-sea corals from the effects of commercial fishing gear 
in the Mid-Atlantic.  The management measures implemented in this rule are intended to protect 
deep-sea coral and deep-sea coral habitat while promoting the sustainable utilization and 
conservation of several different marine resources managed under the authority of the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council.  For additional information, please contact Travis Ford at 
(978) 281-9233 or email at travis.ford@noaa.gov. 

Tilefish 
Tilefish Framework 2 
This action would modify the incidental possession limit, clarify allowed gear for recreational 
fishing, and make several improvements to the tilefish individual fishing quota (IFQ) program.  
We are currently reviewing the framework environmental assessment document and preparing a 
proposed rule to seek public comment on the action.  For additional information please, contact 
Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

 
Blueline Tilefish Amendment 
This action would add blueline tilefish to the Tilefish Fishery Management Plan and establish 
management measures for the resource in the Mid-Atlantic.  We are currently reviewing the 
amendment environmental assessment document and preparing a proposed rule to seek public 
comment on the action.  For additional information please, contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or 
Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
tel:(978)%20281-9233
mailto:travis.ford@noaa.gov
mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
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Other Actions 

Paperwork Reduction Act 
  

Comment Period for the Extension to the Greater Atlantic Region Gear Identification Collections 
On December 27, 2016, a notice was published in the Federal Register (81 FR 95119) announcing 
a 60-day comment period on a proposed extension to the Greater Atlantic Region Gear 
Identification collection of information as part of its continuing effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden. Regulations require that Federal fisheries permit holders using certain types of 
fishing gear, mark the gear with specified information for the purposes of vessel and gear 
identification. The regulations also specify how the gear is to be marked for the purposes of 
visibility. These gear marking requirements aid fishery law enforcement, make the gear more 
visible to other vessels to aid in navigation, and provide other fishermen with information 
regarding the gear type being used to help prevent gear conflicts. The public comment period is 
currently open, and ends on February 27, 2017.  Direct all written comments to Jennifer Jessup, 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and 
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via the Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).  For 
additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180, or email at 
Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

 
Comment Period for Atlantic Herring Amendment 5 and Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish 
Amendment 14 Data Collections 
NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on September 25, 2016, requesting comments on 
the data collection associated with Amendment 5 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management 
Plan (81 FR 73382) and Amendment 14 to the Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish FMP (81 
FR 73380).  The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 requires the Department of Commerce to 
attempt to reduce paperwork and respondent burden on proposed and continuing data collections. 
Comments are invited on the necessity of the collections, the accuracy of the agency’s estimate of 
burden, ways to enhance the collection, and ways to minimize the burden on respondents.  Direct 
all written comments to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department 
of Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via 
the Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).  For additional information, please contact Daniel Luers at (978) 
282-8457 or email at Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov. 

 
Comment Period for Renewal of Atlantic Sea Scallop Amendment 10 Data Collections 
NMFS published a notice in the Federal Register on January 17, 2017 (82 FR 4859), requesting 
comments to renew the collection of information requirements associated with Amendment 10 to 
the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan.  The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
requires the Department of Commerce to attempt to reduce paperwork and respondent burden on 
proposed and continuing data collections.  Comments are invited on the necessity of the 
collections, the accuracy of the agency’s estimate of burden, ways to enhance the collection, and 
ways to minimize the burden on respondents.  The comment period for the information collection 
is open through March 20, 2017.  Direct all written comments to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and Constitution 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via the Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).  For additional 
information, please contact Shannah Jaburek at (978) 282-8456 or email at 
Shannah.Jaburek@noaa.gov. 

 

mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
tel:(978)%20281-9180
mailto:Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
mailto:Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov
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Lobster 
 
 None at this time 

Jonah Crab 
 
 None at this time 

Blueline Tilefish 
 
 None at this time 

Industry Funded Monitoring Omnibus Amendment 
 

None at this time 

Protected Resources Actions  

None at this time 

Research Document Applications Under Review 
 
On January 3, 2017, NMFS received a request for a letter of authorization (LOA) from the 
University of New England (UNE) in support of a barndoor skate discard mortality study.  The 
participating commercial fishing vessel would conduct sampling using skink gillnet gear in areas 
off the coast of Massachusetts, between April and June of 2017. UNE proposes to tag 50 
individual skates with satellite telemetry tags to track post-release mortality.  For additional 
information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 

Research Document Application Review Completed 
 

On December 2, 2016, NMFS issued an LOA to Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary to 
conduct monthly research trawls for northern sand lance within Stellwagen Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary to study the life history, abundance, and distribution of the sand lance; and evaluate the 
potential impact of ocean acidification on the species’ larval development.  Study trawls are 
conducted monthly in within the sanctuary, and two days a year in two additional locations off 
Race Point and on Cape Cod Slope to provide a comparison.  Each trawl will be towed at two to 
four knots with a target catch of roughly 100 to 200 sand lance per trip.  No species caught during 
the surveys will be retained for commercial purposes, and no take of marine mammals is expected. 
For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180, or email at 
Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
tel:%28978%29%20281-9180
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On December 22, 2016, NMFS issued a Letter of Acknowledgement (LOA) to the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers to conduct a lobster monitoring study at the Isles of Shoals North 
Disposal Site, off the New Hampshire coast.  All lobsters below the legal size limit will be 
returned to the sea as soon as possible after data is collected.  Legal size lobsters will be retained 
and sold by the participating vessel in compliance with their lobster permit.   For additional 
information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 

 
On January 10, 2017, NMFS issued an LOA to The Virginia Institute of Marine Science to 
conduct the Northeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program (NEAMAP) Nearshore Trawl 
Survey. This survey consists of two research cruises:  one in the spring, and one in the fall of 2017. 
Each cruise will conduct 150 20-minute tows using bottom trawl gear to sample fishes and select 
invertebrates in the coastal ocean from Cape Hatteras, NC to Montauk, NY.  No species caught 
during the surveys will be retained for commercial purposes, and no take of marine mammals is 
expected.  For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180, or email 
at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 
 
On February 7, 2017, NMFS issued an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) extension to the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension to continue to conduct research on codend mesh selectivity for summer 
flounder, scup and black sea bass.  This extension was authorized to allow the participating vessel 
to conduct the remaining research trips described in their scientific research plan.  The scope and 
scale of the project has not changed from the previously issued EFP.  For additional information, 
please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 
 

mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
tel:(978)%20281-9180
mailto:Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov
mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
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New England Council Actions    
 

Small-Mesh Multispecies  
 

None at this time 

Groundfish 
 

Amendment 18 to the Northeast Multispecies Plan 
On December 20, 2016, NMFS published a proposed rule for Amendment 18 in the Federal 
Register (81 FR 92761).  Amendment 18 was developed to promote fleet diversity in the 
groundfish fishery and enhance sector management.  The Amendment proposes to limit the 
number of permits and annual groundfish allocation that an entity could hold.  This action also 
removes several effort restrictions to increase operational flexibility for limited access handgear 
vessels.  Comments on Amendment 18 must be received on or before February 3, 2017.  For 
additional information, please contact William Whitmore at (978) 281-9182 or email at 
William.whitmore@noaa.gov. 
 
Reimbursement of Sector At-Sea Monitoring Costs 
For the 2016 fishing year, NMFS has been able to fully fund our SBRM monitoring program and, 
are using remaining funds to offset some of industry’s costs for the groundfish at-sea monitoring 
program through a cooperative agreement with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.  
The ASMFC has been reimbursing sectors for 85 percent of their ASM and electronic monitoring 
costs for sector trips beginning on or after July 1, 2016.  To date, all 14 sectors actively fishing 
have submitted invoices and been reimbursed for ASM trips, on a total of 663 days, that occurred 
from July through December, including applicable EM trips.  We are actively monitoring and 
evaluating the spend-down of available funds consistent with projected effort for the remainder of 
the fishing year.For additional information, please contact Mark Grant at (978) 281-9145 or email 
at Mark.Grant@noaa.gov. 
 
Approval of At-Sea Monitor Providers for Groundfish Sectors in Fishing Years 2017 and 2018 
On December 9, 2016, NMFS published a Federal Register notice (81 FR 89065) approving at-sea 
monitoring providers for the Northeast multispecies fishery for fishing years 2017 and 2018.  Five 
companies, all of which are currently approved to provide at-sea monitoring services to sectors, 
submitted applications and have been approved for the next two fishing years.  There will be an 
opportunity for additional providers to apply to provide services for 2018.  For additional 
information, please contact Kyle Molton at (978)281-9236 or email at Kyle.Molton@noaa.gov. 

 
Inseason Action to Modify Common Pool Possession and Trip Limits for Southern New 
England/Mid Atlantic Yellowtail Flounder and Georges Bank Cod 
On December 22, 2016, NMFS filed a temporary rule in the Federal Register increasing the 
possession and trip limit for SNE/MA yellowtail flounder to 500 lb per day-at-sea, and 1,000 lb 
per trip through the end of the fishing year, April 30, 2017.  NMFS also lowered the common pool 
possession and trip limits for Georges Bank cod to 25 lb per day-at- sea, up to 50 lb per trip, for 
the remainder of the fishing year.  NMFS took these actions to provide additional fishing 
opportunities for SNE/MA yellowtail flounder and to prevent a quota overage for GB cod.  For 
additional information, please contact Kyle Molton at (978) 281-9236 or Kyle.Molton@noaa.gov. 

tel:%28978%29281-9236
mailto:Mark.Grant@noaa.gov


Status Report of Greater Atlantic Region Regulatory Actions 
 

3 
 

 
Inseason Action to Prohibit Common Pool Possession of Georges Bank Cod and to Close the 
Georges Bank Cod Trimester Total Allowable Catch Area to Common Pool Fishing 
On January 9, 2017, NMFS filed a temporary rule in the Federal Register prohibiting the 
possession of GB cod by common pool vessels and closing the GB cod Trimester Total Allowable 
Catch Area (statistical areas 521, 522, 525, and 561) to common pool vessels on a groundfish trip.  
NMFS took these actions because data indicated that the common pool quota for GB cod had 
already been exceeded for fishing year 2016.  For additional information, please contact Kyle 
Molton at (978) 281-9236 or Kyle.Molton@noaa.gov. 

Monkfish 
  
 None at this time  

Scallops  
 
Proposed Rule for Framework 28 
NMFS published a proposed rule for Framework 28 in the Federal Register on January 19, 2017 
(82 FR 6472).  Framework 28 would:  set specifications for the scallop fishery for fishing year 
2017; revise the way we allocate catch to the limited access general category individual fishing 
quota fleet to reflect spatial management of the scallop fishery; and implement a 50-bushel shell 
stock possession limit for limited access vessels inshore of the days-at-sea demarcation line north 
of 42° 20’ N. lat.  The comment period on this rule closes on February 3, 2017.  For additional 
information, please contact Travis Ford at (978) 281-9233 or email at travis.ford@noaa.gov. 

Herring 
 

Adjustments to the 2017 ManagementArea Annual Catch Limits 
On December 28, 2016, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (81 FR 95494) 
adjusting the 2017 catch limits in the four herring management areas (Areas 1A, 1B, 2, and 3) to 
account for underages in those areas during 2015.  In order to ensure that the carryover of 
underages do not cause overfishing of the herring resource, management area-specific carryover 
does not increase the stock-wide annual catch limit. This action was necessary to ensure that 
NMFS accounts for herring catch consistent with the requirements of the Atlantic Herring Fishery 
Management Plan.  For additional information, please contact Shannah Jaburek at (978) 282-8456 
or email at Shannah.Jaburek@noaa.gov. 

 
Inseason Adjustment to the Herring Management Area 1A Sub-Annual Catch Limit 
NMFS published an inseason adjustment in the Federal Register on December 29, 2016, allocating 
an addition 1,000 mt of Atlantic herring to the Management Area 1A Sub-Annual Catch Limit due 
to an underharvest in the New Brunswick weir fishery.  This action was necessary to comply with 
the 2016-2018 specifications and management measures for the Atlantic Herring FMP, and to 
ensure that accounting of the annual catch limit is accurate for fishing year 2016.  The allocation 
was not large enough to reopen the herring fishery in Area 1A.  For additional information, please 
contact Daniel Luers at (978) 282-8457 or email at Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov. 
 

tel:(978)%20281-9233
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Skate 
 
None at this time 

Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab 
 

Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab Specifications for Fishing Years 2017-2019 
NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on December 1, 2016, (81 FR 86703) 
proposing the 2017 Atlantic deep-sea red crab quota and proposing projected quotas for 2018-
2019.  The New England Fishery Management Council's recommendation is to continue the 
existing red crab fishery quota of 1,775 metric tons for fishing years 2017-2019.  This action is 
necessary to establish allowable red crab harvest levels that will prevent overfishing and allow 
harvesting of optimum yield.  The comment period closed on January 3, 2017.  The final rule is in 
development.  If the final rule does not publish before the start of the 2017 fishing year (March 1, 
2017), rollover specifications will go into place until replaced by the final rule.  For additional 
information, please contact Allison Murphy at (978) 281-9122 or email at 
Allison.Murphy@noaa.gov. 

Mid-Atlantic Council Actions 
 

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 
 

Summer Flounder Safe Harbor Quota Transfer – New Jersey to Virginia 
NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on December 9, 2016, (81 FR 89010) 
allowing New Jersey to transfer 226 pounds of summer flounder commercial quota to Virginia. 
The revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2016 are: New Jersey, 1,381,653 lb; and 
Virginia, 1,759,787 lb. This transfer was requested by New Jersey to repay landings by a New 
Jersey-permitted vessel that landed in Virginia under a safe harbor agreement. For additional 
information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180 or email at 
Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

Atlantic Bluefish 
 

Commercial Bluefish Quota Transfer – Maine to Rhode Island 
NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on November 22, 2016 (81 FR 83715) 
allowing a transfers of 32,000 lb of commercial bluefish quota from Maine to Rhode Island.  The 
revised bluefish quotas for calendar year 2016 are:  Maine, 655 lb; Rhode Island, 464,561lb.  This 
transfer was prompted by the diligent efforts of state officials in Rhode Island not to exceed the 
commercial bluefish quota.  For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-
9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:(978)%20281-9122
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Commercial Bluefish Quota Transfer – Virginia to New York 
NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on November 29, 2016 (81 FR 85904) 
allowing two transfer totaling 80,000 lb of commercial bluefish quota from Virginia to New York.  
The revised bluefish quotas for calendar year 2016 are:  Virginia, 370,287  lb; New York, 877,289 
lb.  This transfer was prompted by the diligent efforts of state officials in New York not to exceed 
the commercial bluefish quota.  For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 
281-9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 
 
New York Commercial Bluefish Closure 
NMFS filed a temporary rule published in the Federal Register on December 6, 2016 (81 FR 
87844) as notification that the 2016 commercial bluefish quota allocated to the State of  New York 
has been harvested and the fishery has been closed for the remainder of the fishing year. Vessels 
holding Federal commercial permits are prohibited from landing bluefish, effective 0001 hours, 
December 2, 2016 for the remainder of the 2016 calendar year.  This closure is concurrent with the 
State of New York’s closure of its commercial bluefish fishery to state permitted vessels and 
dealers.  For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or email at 
Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 
 
Commercial Bluefish Quota Transfer – Maryland  to New York 
NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on December 12, 2016 (81 FR 89396) 
allowing a transfer of 50,000 lb of commercial bluefish quota from Maryland to New York.  The 
revised bluefish quotas for calendar year 2016 are:  Maryland, 96,631 lb; New York, 927,289 lb.  
This transfer was prompted by the diligent efforts of state officials in New York not to exceed the 
commercial bluefish quota.  For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-
9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@NOAA.gov. 

Spiny Dogfish 
  
 None at this time 

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog 
 

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog ITQ Cost Recovery   
The 2017 fishing year marks the start of the new cost recovery program for the surfclam and ocean 
quahog individual transferable quota (ITQ) fisheries.  At the end of 2017, ITQ shareholders will be 
responsible for a fee based on how many of their 2017 cage tags are used to land surfclams or 
ocean quahogs throughout the year.  The fee to the ITQ shareholder will be based on the cage tag 
numbers initial allocated to each shareholder, even if some or all of those tags are leased or 
otherwise transferred to another individual who uses them to land clams.  NMFS will announce the 
new fees per tag in March 2017, and will issue bills in March 2018 once we know which tags were 
used.  Details about the new cost recovery program were published in the Atlantic Surfclam and 
Ocean Quahog Amendment 17 final rule (81 FR 38969; June 15, 2016).  For additional 
information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
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Surfclam and Ocean Quahog 2017-2018 Specifications   
On December 27, 2016, we published a final rule (81 FR 95060), which set status quo harvest 
quotas and suspends the default surfclam minimum size limit for the 2017 fishing year.  Eight 
comments were received on the proposed rule, and are addressed in the final rule.  The summary 
of a new stock assessment for surfclams was released in November 2016, and a new ocean quahog 
assessment is underway.   We expect the Mid-Atlantic Council will fully consider these 
assessment results and recommend specifications for 2018 through 2020. For additional 
information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish  
 

Amendment 16 (Deep-Sea Coral Amendment) 
NMFS published a final rule for Amendment 16 in the Federal Register on December 14, 2016 (81 
FR 90246).  Amendment 16 protects deep-sea corals from the effects of commercial fishing gear 
in the Mid-Atlantic.  The management measures implemented in this rule are intended to protect 
deep-sea coral and deep-sea coral habitat while promoting the sustainable utilization and 
conservation of several different marine resources managed under the authority of the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council.  For additional information, please contact Travis Ford at 
(978) 281-9233 or email at travis.ford@noaa.gov. 

Tilefish 
 
2016 Tilefish IFQ Cost Recovery    
As in previous years, the annual tilefish individual fishing quota (IFQ) cost recovery bills for 2016 
will be sent in March 2017.  We anticipate the 2016 cost recovery fee percentage will be 
somewhat higher than previous years as a result of higher than usual costs and lower than usual 
total ex-vessel value of the fishery.  The higher costs are primarily the result of work conducted on 
the 5-year review of the tilefish IFQ program required by the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  Details 
about the recoverable costs, the fee percentage, and how it is calculated will be provided in an 
annual tilefish IFQ cost recovery report, which will be released with the bills.  For additional 
information, please contact Douglas Potts at (978) 281-9341 or e-mail at Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

 
Tilefish Framework 2:   
This action would modify the incidental possession limit, clarify allowed gear for recreational 
fishing, and make several improvements to the tilefish individual fishing quota (IFQ) program.  
We are currently reviewing the framework environmental assessment document and preparing a 
proposed rule.  Because of anticipated delays related to the change in administration, a proposed 
rule may not publish until March 2017.  For additional information, please contact Doug Potts at 
978-281-9341 or email at Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

 
Blueline Tilefish Amendment:   
This action would add blueline tilefish to the Mid-Atlantic Council’s existing Tilefish Fishery 
Management Plan and establish management measures for the blueline tilefish fishery north of the 
North Carolina/Virginia border.  Proposed measures include permitting and reporting requirements 
and possession limits for both the commercial and recreational sectors of the fishery along with 
other details of the management process.  We are currently reviewing the amendment 
environmental assessment document and preparing a proposed rule and notice of availability.  
Because of anticipated delays related to the change in administration, a proposed rule may not 
publish until March 2017.  For additional information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 
or email at Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

tel:(978)%20281-9233
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Other Actions 

Paperwork Reduction Act 
  

Comment Period for the Extension to the Greater Atlantic Region Gear Identification Collections 
On December 27, 2016, a notice was published in the Federal Register (81 FR 95119) announcing 
a 60-day comment period on a proposed extension to the Greater Atlantic Region Gear 
Identification collection of information as part of its continuing effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden. Regulations require that Federal fisheries permit holders using certain types of 
fishing gear, mark the gear with specified information for the purposes of vessel and gear 
identification. The regulations also specify how the gear is to be marked for the purposes of 
visibility. These gear marking requirements aid fishery law enforcement, make the gear more 
visible to other vessels to aid in navigation, and provide other fishermen with information 
regarding the gear type being used to help prevent gear conflicts. The public comment period is 
currently open, and ends on February 27, 2017.  Direct all written comments to Jennifer Jessup, 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and 
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via the Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).  For 
additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180, or email at 
Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

 
Comment Period for Atlantic Herring Amendment 5 and Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish 
Amendment 14 Data Collections 
NMFS published a notices in the Federal Register on September 25, 2016, requesting comments 
on the data collection associated with Amendment 5 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management 
Plan (81 FR 73382) and Amendment 14 to the Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish (FMP 81 
FR 73380).  The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 requires the Department of Commerce to 
attempt to reduce paperwork and respondent burden on proposed and continuing data collections. 
Comments are invited on the necessity of the collections, the accuracy of the agency’s estimate of 
burden, ways to enhance the collection, and ways to minimize the burden on respondents.  Direct 
all written comments to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department 
of Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via 
the Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).  For additional information, please contact Daniel Luers at (978) 
282-8457 or email at Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov. 

 
Comment Period for Renewal of Atlantic Sea Scallop Amendment 10 Data Collections 
We published a notice in the Federal Register on January 17, 2017 (82 FR 4859), requesting 
comments to renew the collection of information requirements associated with Amendment 10 to 
the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan.  The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
requires the Department of Commerce to attempt to reduce paperwork and respondent burden on 
proposed and continuing data collections.  Comments are invited on the necessity of the 
collections, the accuracy of the agency’s estimate of burden, ways to enhance the collection, and 
ways to minimize the burden on respondents.  The comment period for the information collection 
is open through March 20, 2017.  Direct all written comments to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and Constitution 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via the Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).  For additional 
information, please contact Shannah Jaburek at (978) 282-8456 or email at 
Shannah.Jaburek@noaa.gov. 

 

mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
tel:(978)%20281-9180
mailto:Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
mailto:Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov
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Lobster 
 
 None at this time 

Jonah Crab 
 
 None at this time 

Blueline Tilefish 
 
 None at this time 

Industry Funded Monitoring Omnibus Amendment 
 

None at this time 

Protected Resources Actions  

None at this time 

Research Document Applications Under Review 
 
None at this time 

Research Document Application Review Completed 
 
On November 21, 2016, NMFS issued an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) to the Commercial 
Fisheries Research Foundation and the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
in support of a black sea bass sampling study.  Black sea bass will be sample by vessels utilizing 
different gear types, including trawlers, lobster pots, gillnet, and hooks and line gear.  This EFP 
authorizes eight vessels to retain black sea bass with exemptions from the minimum size 
requirements and the possession limit requirements while catch is measured before discarding.  
For additional information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or email at 
Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 
 
On December 2, 2016, NMFS issued an LOA to Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary to 
conduct monthly research trawls for northern sand lance within Stellwagen Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary to study the life history, abundance, and distribution of the sand lance; and evaluate the 
potential impact of ocean acidification on the species’ larval development.  Study trawls are 
conducted monthly in within the sanctuary, and two days a year in two additional locations off 
Race Point and on Cape Cod Slope to provide a comparison.  Each trawl will be towed at two to 
four knots with a target catch of roughly 100 to 200 sand lance per trip.  No species caught during 
the surveys will be retained for commercial purposes, and no take of marine mammals is expected. 
For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180, or email at 
Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 
 

mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
tel:%28978%29%20281-9180
mailto:Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov
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On December 22, 2016, NMFS issued a Letter of Acknowledgement (LOA) to the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers to conduct a lobster monitoring study at the Isles of Shoals North 
Disposal Site, off the New Hampshire coast.  All lobsters below the legal size limit will be 
returned to the sea as soon as possible after data is collected.  Legal size lobsters will be retained 
and sold by the participating vessel in compliance with their lobster permit.   For additional 
information, please contact Reid Lichwell at (978) 281-9112 or email at Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov. 

 
On January 10, 2017, NMFS issued an LOA to The Virginia Institute of Marine Science to 
conduct the Northeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program (NEAMAP) Nearshore Trawl 
Survey. This survey consists of two research cruises:  one in the spring, and one in the fall of 2017. 
Each cruise will conduct 150 20-minute tows using bottom trawl gear to sample fishes and select 
invertebrates in the coastal ocean from Cape Hatteras, NC to Montauk, NY.  No species caught 
during the surveys will be retained for commercial purposes, and no take of marine mammals is 
expected.  For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180, or email 
at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

mailto:Reid.Lichwell@noaa.gov
tel:(978)%20281-9180
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Type of Request: Regular (extension of 
a currently approved information 
collection). 

Number of Respondents: 1,441. 
Average Hours per Response: 3 hours. 
Burden Hours: 4,323. 
Needs and Uses: This request is for 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) manages the shrimp fishery in 
federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
(Gulf) under the Shrimp Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP). Regulations 
implementing the FMP require owners 
and operators (permit holders) of 
federally permitted shrimp vessels, if 
selected by NMFS, to carry an electronic 
logbook (ELB) on their vessel and 
participate in the NMFS-sponsored 
electronic logbook reporting program. 
ELBs provide a more precise means of 
estimating fishing effort than paper 
logbooks. Using ELBs to estimate fishing 
effort serves an important role to help 
estimate bycatch across the Gulf shrimp 
fleet. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 

Dated: December 15, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–31134 Filed 12–23–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Greater Atlantic 
Region Gear Identification 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
comment on continuing information 

collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 27, 
2017. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230; or JJessup@
doc.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Cynthia Hanson, Greater 
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, 55 
Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 
01930; (978) 281–9180, or 
cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. Regulations at 50 CFR 
648.84(a),(b), and (d), 648.123(b)(3), 
648.144(b)(1), 648.264(a)(5), and 
697.21(a) and (b) require that Federal 
Fisheries permit holders using certain 
types of fishing gear, mark the gear with 
specified information for the purposes 
of vessel and gear identification (e.g., 
hull identification number, Federal 
fishing permit number, etc.). The 
regulations also specify how the gear is 
to be marked for the purposes of 
visibility (e.g., buoys, radar reflectors, 
etc.). 

The quantity of gear in this collection 
is distinguished by the number of 
attached end lines associated with each 
string of hooks, pots, or traps. As such, 
a single Federal permit holder may be 
responsible for marking several strings 
of a given gear type, or may use multiple 
different gear types that require 
marking. These gear marking 
requirements aid in fishery law 
enforcement, make the gear more visible 
to other vessels to aid in navigation, and 
provide other fisherman with 
information regarding the gear type 
being used to help prevent gear 
conflicts. 

II. Method of Collection 

No information is submitted to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) as a result of this collection. 
The vessel’s hull identification number 
or other means of identification 
specified in the regulations must be 
affixed to the buoy or other part of the 
gear as specified in the regulations. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0351. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a current information collection). 
Affected Public: Individuals and 

households; business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
5,339. 

Estimated Time per Response: 1 
minute per string of gear. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 17,848. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $53,390 in recordkeeping/ 
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: December 21, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–31192 Filed 12–23–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF097 

South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (Council)—Public Meetings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public hearings/ 
scoping meetings and question & answer 
session via Webinar. 

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
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