
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 07/06/2010

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Suzanne Hilding   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
04/09/2010

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201003-0648-009
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Recreational Landings Reports
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved with change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0328
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 02/28/2013                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 11,478 1,439 0

New 11,668 1,471 0

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 190 32 0

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

 Maryland  Bluefin Tuna 
Landing Card, North 
Carolina Bluefin Tuna 
Landing Card

 Bluefin Tuna Landing 
Cards for MD and NC

NA, NA

 Bluefin tuna recreational 
landings reporting

 Other states/territories 
reporting of bluefin tuna 
landings and call-backs for  
fish over 73"

NA

 Recreational landings 
internet reporting 
screenshots

 Swordfish and Billfish - 
Internet and IVR reporting

NA

50 CFR 635.5  MD and NC weekly and 
annual reports on BFT 
landngs

 Puerto Rico Billfish 
Landing Card

 Billfish landing card pilot 
for Puerto Rico

NA



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES RECREATIONAL LANDINGS 

REPORTS  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0328 

 
Billfish comprise one of the most important target species groups for recreational and sport 
fishermen in Puerto Rico. Therefore, it is imperative to fully understand the fishery and to 
manage it responsibly in order to conserve these fish stocks.  Non-tournament catch and landings 
estimates for billfish (and other highly migratory species (HMS)) in Puerto Rico based on 
Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS) data lack precision due to the rare 
event nature of these fisheries.  The lack of precision on catch estimates for these species 
complicates the use of these data for assessment and monitoring purposes.  These estimates may 
also be inaccurate due to potential biases associated with the MRFSS design as identified in the 
recent National Research Council report.  HMS permit holders must currently report all non-
tournament blue marlin, white marlin, sailfish, and swordfish landings to National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) via phone or internet within 24 hours of landing at the dock.  However, compliance with 
this mandatory requirement is thought to be extremely low, particularly in Puerto Rico. 
 
A final report from Phase One of the Marine Recreational Information Program included 
recommendations to develop and implement a new HMS recreational catch card data collection 
pilot program in Puerto Rico.  The new Puerto Rico catch card data collection pilot program 
would be run similarly to the successful catch card programs currently operating in Maryland 
and North Carolina.  The catch cards created for Puerto Rico would collect the same information 
collected on the North Carolina and Maryland catch cards but would be available in both English 
and Spanish.  Examples of the Puerto Rico catch cards will be submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Information Officer when they become available, but the a current Maryland catch card is 
included in this request, as an example. This pilot program would collect catch card data from 
catches of billfish and swordfish landed in Puerto Rico for 19 months, from June 2010 through 
December 2011.  During this period, NMFS estimates that approximately 190 respondents will 
submit 190 responses, each requiring 10 minutes per response should add not more than an 
additional 31 hours, 40 minutes (1900 minutes/60 minutes), rounded to 32 hours.   

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/


PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95
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Maryland Billfish 
Landing Card

Species:

Lower Jaw

Lower Jaw Fork Length

*Measurement Description

Tagging Location

Tail Fork

* Measure from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork 

of the tail.

NOTE:  All BILLFISH (White Marlin, Blue Marlin, 
Swordfish and Sailfish) landed in Maryland must 
have a LANDING TAG affixed before removal from 
the vessel.  Tags are available at all BILLFISH 
REPORTING STATIONS.  To obtain a LANDING TAG, 
captains or operators of the permitted vessel must 
complete and submit a landing card for every 
billfish landed.

This information collected is approved under OMB 
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013
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White Marlin / Blue Marlin / Swordfish / Sailfish
(Circle One)

Today's Date: 2010

Vessel Name:

Atlantic HMS 
Permit #:

Reporting Station:

Trip Type:

Billfish Tag 

Was this fish caught during a tournament?

Charter  /  Private  /  Headboat

Yes / No

MM DD

*Lower Jaw Fork 
Length (inches):

Permit Holders Nam

(Obtain at Reporting Station)

(Circle One)

Registration # (State ID)

Tournament Name:

**Weight (lbs)

** Scale weight ONLY.  Do not record estimated 

weight.
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Maryland Billfish 
Landing Card

Species:

Lower Jaw

Lower Jaw Fork Length

*Measurement Description

Tagging Location

Tail Fork

* Measure from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork 

of the tail.

NOTE:  All BILLFISH (White Marlin, Blue Marlin, 
Swordfish and Sailfish) landed in Maryland must 
have a LANDING TAG affixed before removal from 
the vessel.  Tags are available at all BILLFISH 
REPORTING STATIONS.  To obtain a LANDING TAG, 
captains or operators of the permitted vessel must 
complete and submit a landing card for every 
billfish landed.

This information collected is approved under OMB 
Control # 0648-0328 and expires on 02/28/2013
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White Marlin / Blue Marlin / Swordfish / Sailfish
(Circle One)

Today's Date: 2010

Vessel Name:

Atlantic HMS 
Permit #:

Reporting Station:

Trip Type:

Billfish Tag 

Was this fish caught during a tournament?

Charter  /  Private  /  Headboat

Yes / No

MM DD

*Lower Jaw Fork 
Length (inches):

Permit Holders Nam

(Obtain at Reporting Station)

(Circle One)

Registration # (State ID)

Tournament Name:

**Weight (lbs)

** Scale weights ONLY.  Do not record estimated 
weights.
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