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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
ALASKA PROHIBITED SPECIES DONATION (PSD) PROGRAM 

OMB NUMBER 0648-0316 
 
This action requests extension of the Alaska Prohibited Species Donation Program collection of 
information.   
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) manages the groundfish fishery in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands management area (BSAI) and the Gulf of Alaska (GOA) under the Fishery 
Management Plan for Groundfish of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area and 
the Fishery Management Plan for the Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (FMPs), respectively. 
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council prepared, and NMFS approved, the FMPs under 
the authority of the Magnuson–Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). Regulations implementing 
the FMPs appear at 50 CFR part 679. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Prohibited Species Donation Program (PSD Program) began as a pilot project in 1994. The 
PSD Program applies only to the following species:   
 
 ♦ Salmon 
 
 ♦ Halibut delivered by catcher vessels using trawl gear to shoreside processors and 

stationary floating processors. 
 
The salmon and halibut resources are of value to many stakeholders, including but not limited to 
commercial, recreational, subsistence, and cultural user groups.  The PSD Program was initiated 
to reduce the amount of edible protein discarded under prohibited species catch regulatory 
requirements (§ 679.21). If a person is a participant in the PSD Program under § 679.26, the 
incidentally caught salmon and Pacific halibut may be donated to the PSD Program.  The PSD 
Program allows permitted seafood processors to retain salmon and halibut bycatch for 
distribution to economically disadvantaged individuals through tax exempt hunger relief 
organizations. 
 
A PSD permit authorizes tax-exempt organizations to distribute salmon and halibut to hunger 
relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank distributors.  Salmon and Pacific halibut are 
considered prohibited species for vessels fishing in the BSAI and GOA groundfish fisheries.  
Unless you are a PSD permit holder, all prohibited species catch is to be avoided by vessels. If 
caught while fishing for groundfish, prohibited species must be returned to the sea with a 
minimum of injury.   
 
One participant, SeaShare, located at Bainbridge Island, Washington, 
(https://www.seashare.org/) has applied for and retained a PSD permit since the program’s 
inception.  SeaShare is a non-profit organization and to date has been the only company licensed 
to participate in the PSD Program.  To date, according to SeaShare, it has provided over 200 
million servings of seafood to men, women, and children in America.  In 2015, according to 

https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/regs-amds
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=02144eaf8994815204220d2998587767&node=pt50.13.679&rgn=div5
https://www.seashare.org/
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SeaShare, the program included 138 fishing boats, 34 at-sea processors, 15 shore plants, 42 
financial donors, 8 Alaska receiving agencies, and more than 22 other companies that assisted 
with storage, freight, and other components of the program. 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
An organization seeking to distribute salmon bycatch and halibut bycatch under the PSD 
Program must submit an application to become a PSD distributor.  Applicants must be tax-
exempt organizations that have received a determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service 
recognizing tax exemption under 26 CFR part 1 (§§ 1.501 to 1.640).   
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
a.  Application to become a NMFS Authorized Distributor [adjusted] 
 
The Regional Administrator may select one or more tax-exempt organizations to be authorized 
distributors under the PSD Program based on the information submitted by applicants under  
§ 679.26.  The number of authorized distributors selected by the Regional Administrator is based 
on the following criteria: 
 
 ♦ Number and qualifications of applicants for PSD permits. 
 
 ♦ Number of harvesters and the quantity of fish that applicants can effectively administer. 
 
 ♦ Anticipated level of bycatch of salmon and Pacific halibut. 
 
 ♦ Potential number of vessels and processors participating in the PSD Program.  
 
The authorized distributor and a processor retaining or receiving fish under the PSD Program 
annually must keep on file and make available for inspection by an authorized officer all 
documentation, including receipt and cargo manifests setting forth the origin, weight, and 
destination of all prohibited species catch.  Receipts and cargo manifests are necessary to track 
salmon and halibut and to help ensure that the distribution of salmon and halibut is as intended 
and authorized by the PSD Program.  Such documentation must be retained until 3 years after the 
effective period of the PSD permit. 
 
A PSD permit is valid for a 3-year period after NMFS publishes the selection notice in the 
Federal Register.   
 
Prohibited species retained under the PSD Program must be packaged, and all packages must be 
labeled with the following: 
 ♦ Date of processing;  
 ♦ Name of the processing facility;  
 ♦ Contents; 
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 ♦ Weight of the fish contained in the package; and  
 ♦ the words— 
  NMFS PROHIBITED SPECIES DONATION PROGRAM –  
  NOT FOR SALE – 
  PERISHABLE PRODUCT –  
  KEEP FROZEN. 
 
All processors enrolled in the PSD Program donate the processing and packaging of the fish. 
 
NMFS uses the information on the PSD distributor application to determine an organization's 
nonprofit status.  In addition, the application provides information about the ability of the 
organization to arrange for and distribute donated salmon and halibut as a high quality food 
product.  A separate application must be submitted for each species.  One of the comments 
received for the 2014 renewal of this collection was to have one application for both species. 
While NMFS considered making this change, it determined that it is still best to have separate 
applications for each species, including separate lists of participating boats and processors, so 
that it is clear who participates in the donation and processing of which species. Further, having 
separate applications does not add any appreciable time to the application process.  The current 
distributor holds both licenses. 
 
The application to become a PSD distributor is submitted to NMFS as an attachment to email.  
Any changes and updates may be submitted to NMFS as an attachment to email.   
 
An applicant seeking to become an authorized distributor must provide the NMFS Regional 
Administrator with the following information. 
 
Application to be a NMFS Authorized Distributor 
 Proof of the applicant's tax-exempt status 
 Proof of the applicant's ability to obtain and maintain adequate funding for the distribution of PSD fish 
 Proof of the applicant's ability to take full responsibility for the documentation and disposition of PSD fish, 

including sufficient liability insurance to cover public interests relating to the quality of fish distributed for 
human consumption 

 Describe arrangements for processing, shipping, storing, and transporting donated fish and an estimate of the 
associated costs 

 Describe the applicant's expertise in providing for the distribution of food product from remote Alaskan 
locations to hunger relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank distributors, including arrangements 
for transportation, distribution costs, and product quality control 

 Operating budget that is adequate to ensure that PSD fish are distributed to hunger relief agencies, food bank 
networks, or food bank distributors, and that the fish will be maintained in a manner fit for human 
consumption 

 Quality control criteria for vessels, processors, hunger relief agencies, food bank networks, and food bank 
distributors 

 Number of vessels and processors that the applicant is capable of administering effectively 
 Documentation of support from cold storage and transportation facilities 
 List of all vessels and processors, food bank networks, and food bank distributors in the PSD Program. 
  The list of vessels and processors must include— 
   Vessel’s Federal fisheries permit number or the processor's Federal processor permit number; 
   Name of the vessel owner or responsible operator or the name of the processor owner or plant 

manager; 
   Business telephone number and business fax number of the vessel or processor; 
   Signature of the vessel owner or responsible operator, or owner or plant manager of the processor. 
 A list of locations where fish must be delivered by participating vessels and processors 
 Copy of the applicant's articles of incorporation and bylaws.  The purpose of the applicant must include 

providing food resources to hunger relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank distributors 
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A signed statement from the applicant and all persons listed, who would conduct activities pursuant to the PSD 
permit waiving any and all claims against the United States and its agents and employees for any liability 
for personal injury, death, sickness, damage to property directly or indirectly due to activities conducted 
under the PSD Program 

 
 
The estimated burden hours were changed from 70 hours to 50 hours per three-year application,  
based on a comment from SeaShare (see survey results under #8). The actual currently approved 
hours are 39. Therefore the total hours are revised to 50, annualized to 17. 
 

Application to become a NMFS Authorized Distributor, 
Respondent 
Number of respondents 
Total annual responses 
   Responses per respondent  = 1 
Total burden hours (16.66) 
   Hours per response = 50/3 hr 
Total personnel cost ($37 x 17) 
Total miscellaneous cost 

1 
1 

 
17 hr 

 
$629 

0 
 

Application to become a NMFS Authorized Distributor, 
Federal Government 
Total annual responses 
Total burden hours (13.33) 
   Hours per response = 40/3 
Total personnel cost ($37 x 13) 

1 
13 hr 

 
$481 

 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information. NMFS will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA 
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 
of this supporting statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The 
information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The application to become a PSD distributor is submitted to NMFS by email (with 
attachments).The printable application requirements and instructions are available as a pdf on the 
NMFS Alaska Region website 
at  https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/psdapplication.pdf. The final permits are 
publicly available on the NMFS Alaska Region website 
at https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/prohibited-species-donation-permits.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
None of the information collected as part of this information collection duplicates other 
collections.  This information collection is part of a specialized and technical program that is not 
like any other. 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/psdapplication.pdf
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/prohibited-species-donation-permits
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection of information does not impose a significant impact on small entities.  Currently, 
only one distributor, SeaShare, holds a PSD permit.  SeaShare was founded in 1994, the same 
year the PSD Program was established.   
 
SeaShare manages numerous programs that combine several donations into nutritious seafood 
meals for the men, women, and children who rely on America's food bank network. SeaShare 
receives donations of seafood products, processing services, transportation, and packaging, as 
well as direct cash contributions. The organization combines those donations to create seafood 
products that are readily usable by food banks, soup kitchens, and food pantries. Nutrient rich, 
low-cholesterol protein is in short supply for people in need. SeaShare works to ensure that 
hungry families have access to the superior health benefits that seafood provides. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. Explain any special circumstances that 
require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
Prohibited species catch is taken incidentally in groundfish fisheries, and it cannot be sold. 
Without the PSD Program, fishermen would be required to discard their salmon and halibut 
bycatch at sea.  Without the specified permitting scheme and accompanying information 
collection, the PSD Program would be unable to proceed and many thousands of pounds of 
salmon and Pacific halibut would go to waste. Collecting information less frequently would 
result in a less efficient program. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
No special circumstances exist. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register notice was published on June 27, 2017 (82 FR 29038) to solicit public 
comment.  The comment period ended on August 28, 2017.  
 
NMFS also solicited comments through a survey sent to processors and the permit holder, 
SeaShare. 
 
Five comments were received. 
 

 



 6 

 
Summary of Survey Comments 

 
This PSD Program collection of information has only one official, permitted respondent, 
SeaShare.  However, NMFS considered it important to explore what the other participants felt 
about the Program.  These participants deal directly with SeaShare and are not involved with 
NMFS.  These participants are listed on the latest PSD permit issued to SeaShare 
at https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/reports/halibut.pdf and 
at https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/reports/salmon.pdf.   
 
The survey was sent to eight participants:  SeaShare, three shoreside processors, three 
catcher/processors, and one mothership.  The deadline to return the survey was August 4, 2017.  
SeaShare, two shoreside processors, one catcher/processor, and one mothership returned 
comments. The survey results are provided below. The processors’ comments generally were 
favorable of the PSD Program and of SeaShare.  
 
SeaShare commented that it takes closer to 50 hours to complete the application rather than 
NMFS’s estimate of 70 hours. In response to this comment, NMFS has changed the estimate to 
50 hours. 
 
 
Application to Become a NMFS Authorized PSD Program Distributor      
 

       OMB 0648-0316 – Expiration Date 12/31/2017 

Application to Become a NMFS Authorized PSD Program 
Distributor     Check if N/A   [   ] 

YES 
(X) 

NO 
(X) COMMENTS 

No 
Comment 

(X) 
1. Is the data requested easily available?  Is this process easy 
to understand and to apply for?  If NO, explain. 

x  —  

2.  We estimate it takes 70 hours* for your office personnel to 
complete this application.  Is this time accurate and 
reasonable?  IF NO, explain. 

 x 
closer to 50 

 

3.  We estimate that personnel costs to complete and submit 
the application are $37/hour.  Is this cost accurate and 
reasonable?  If NO, explain. 

x  
— 

 

4.  Does someone other than your office personnel complete 
the application?  IF YES, explain and provide actual costs. 

 x —  

5.  Do you agree with the frequency of collection, which is 
every 3 years?  IF NO, explain. 

x  —  

6.  Are the instructions for completion of the application clear?  
IF NO, explain. 

x  —  

7.  Do you agree with the reporting format, which is narrative 
form rather than completion of a form?  IF NO, explain. 

x  —  

8.  Are the requested data elements to be recorded and 
disclosed reasonable and necessary?  IF NO, explain. 

x  —  

9.  Do you believe that this application has practical utility?  If 
NO, explain. 

x  —  

10.  Can you tell us ways to enhance the quality and clarity of 
the information to be collected?  If YES, explain. 

 x —  

11.  Can you suggest ways to minimize the burden of 
completing this application through use of automated 
collection techniques or other forms of information 
technology?  If YES, explain. 

 x 

— 

 

12.  What else would you care to tell us?  Provide any 
additional comments on any aspect of the PSD Program. 

  — x 

*This estimate was based on a 2014 comment, but at that time, the estimate was not officially revised. 
 
 

https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/reports/halibut.pdf
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/reports/salmon.pdf
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Shoreside Processor or Stationary Floating Processor Participating in Halibut PSD Program    
 

       OMB 0648-0316 – Expiration Date 12/31/2017 

Shoreside Processor or Stationary Floating Processor 
Participating in Halibut PSD Program   Check if N/A   [   ] 

YES 
(X) 

NO 
(X) COMMENTS 

No 
Comment 

(X) 
1. Is the data requested by SeaShare easily available?  Is this 
process easy to understand and to apply for?  If NO, explain. 

2  —  

2.  How much time does it take for your office personnel to 
provide information to SeaShare? Is this time reasonable?  
Explain. 

2  
minutes 

 

3.  What are the personnel costs to complete and submit the 
information to SeaShare?   

  none 1 

4.  Does someone other than your office personnel complete 
the application?  IF YES, explain and provide actual costs. 

 2 —  

5.  What are the miscellaneous costs to complete and submit 
information to SeaShare? 

 1 none  

6.  How often do you provide information to SeaShare?  
Explain. 

  One respondent answered “upon 
request” and the second “upon request 
or end of season.” 

 

7.  Can you suggest ways to enhance the quality and clarity of 
the information to be collected?  If YES, explain. 

 1 — 1 

8.  Can you suggest ways to minimize the burden of providing 
information through use of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology?  If YES, explain. 

 1 
— 

1 

9.  What else would you care to tell us?  Provide any 
additional comments on any aspect of the PSD Program. 

  It’s all good.  No issues. 1 

 
 
Catcher/processor Participating in Salmon PSD Program 
 

       OMB 0648-0316 – Expiration Date 12/31/2017 

Catcher/processor Participating in Salmon PSD Program   
Check if N/A   [   ] 

YES 
(X) 

NO 
(X) COMMENTS 

No 
Comment 

(X) 
1. Is the data requested by SeaShare easily available?  Is this 
process easy to understand and to apply for?  If NO, explain. 

X  —  

2.  How much time does it take for your office personnel to 
provide information to SeaShare? Is this time reasonable?  
Explain. 

X  
15 minutes, very reasonable 

 

3.  What are the personnel costs to complete and submit the 
information to SeaShare?   

  negligible  

4.  Does someone other than your office personnel complete 
the application?  IF YES, explain and provide actual costs. 

 X —  

5.  What are the miscellaneous costs to complete and submit 
information to SeaShare? 

  none  

6.  How often do you provide information to SeaShare?  
Explain. 

  Only for permit renewal, once every 3 
years 

 

7.  Can you suggest ways to enhance the quality and clarity of 
the information to be collected?  If YES, explain. 

 X —  

8.  Can you suggest ways to minimize the burden of providing 
information through use of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology?  If YES, explain. 

 X 
— 

 

9.  What else would you care to tell us?  Provide any 
additional comments on any aspect of the PSD Program. 

  The PSD program and SeaShare are 
very well run and provide significant 
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benefits. Don’t change it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mothership Participating in Salmon PSD Program    
 

       OMB 0648-0316 – Expiration Date 12/31/2017 

Mothership Participating in Salmon PSD Program   Check 
if N/A   [   ] 

YES 
(X) 

NO 
(X) COMMENTS 

No 
Comment 

(X) 
1. Is the data requested by SeaShare easily available?  Is this 
process easy to understand and to apply for?  If NO, explain. X  —  

2.  How much time does it take for your office personnel to 
provide information to SeaShare? Is this time reasonable?  
Explain. X  

Application to participate in PSD 
Program takes approximately 15 
minutes every three years.  Shipment 
info submitted with shipments, 
comparable to all other shipments. 

 

3.  What are the personnel costs to complete and submit the 
information to SeaShare?     Negligible.  Approximately $25 every 

three years.  

4.  Does someone other than your office personnel complete 
the application?  IF YES, explain and provide actual costs.  X —  

5.  What are the miscellaneous costs to complete and submit 
information to SeaShare?   

Negligible. Applications submitted by 
email, shipment information submitted 
with shipments. 

 

6.  How often do you provide information to SeaShare?  
Explain.   Applications every three years, shipment 

information submitted with shipments.  

7.  Can you suggest ways to enhance the quality and clarity of 
the information to be collected?  If YES, explain.  X —  

8.  Can you suggest ways to minimize the burden of providing 
information through use of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology?  If YES, explain. 

 X —  

9.  What else would you care to tell us?  Provide any 
additional comments on any aspect of the PSD Program. 

  

PSD Program is a good program to 
minimize waste from regulatory discards 
and to provide valuable protein to needy 
families.  SeaShare is remarkable in the 
efficiencies that they bring to this noble 
cause, and the paperwork burden is 
nothing compared to the good that they 
do in this world.  I wish I could say the 
same about other OMB reviews that I 
have been asked to provide input upon. 
We need more good programs like what 
SeaShare provides.  Not often we get to 
see so much good being done with so 
little burden on the regulated public.  If 
SeaShare has any ideas on ways to 
reduce the burden on their side, I 
support their efforts as they know their 
business well and we appreciate the 
work that they do. 

 

 
 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payment or gift to respondents is provided under this program. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Information collected on the application for a PSD distributor is not considered confidential and 
will be released to the public upon request.  Other information that may be collected from 
commercial operations may be considered confidential under section 402(b) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) and also under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, 
which sets forth procedures to protect confidentiality of fishery statistics. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
This information collection does not involve information of a sensitive nature.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Estimated total respondents: 1. Estimated total responses: 1. Estimated total annualized burden 
hours increased slightly from 13 hr to 17 hr.  Estimated total personnel costs increased from 
$481 to $629. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Estimated total miscellaneous costs decreased from $2 to $0. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Estimated total responses: 1. Estimated total burden hours: 13 hr.  Estimated total personnel 
costs:  $481. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
The estimated burden hours were changed based on a comment from SeaShare. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.   
 
No plans exist for publishing the results of this information collection. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The expiration date is on the pdf of the application instructions posted on our website 
at https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/psdapplication.pdf.   
 
 
 

http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/psdapplication.pdf
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18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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Revised: 09/05/2017                                      OMB Control No. 0648-0316, Expiration Date:  12/31/2017 

 

Application  

NMFS-Authorized 

Distributor  

Prohibited Species Donation 

Program 

  

U.S. Department of Commerce  

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries 

Service, Alaska Region  

Post Office Box 21668  

Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668  

Fax: 907-586-7465  

Telephone: 907-586-7228 

 

 

The authorized prohibited species in the Prohibited Species Donation Program (PSD) are: 

 ♦ Salmon 

 ♦ Pacific halibut delivered by catcher vessels using trawl gear to shoreside processors and stationary 

floating processors. 

 

An applicant seeking to become an authorized distributor must provide the Regional Administrator with the 

following information to the above address.  A PSD permit issued for salmon or halibut remains in effect for 

a 3-year period after the selection notice is published in the Federal Register unless suspended or revoked. 

 
Proof of Applicant’s Tax-exempt status 

Ability to obtain and maintain adequate funding for the distribution of PSD fish 

Ability to take full responsibility for the documentation and disposition of PSD fish, 

including sufficient liability insurance to cover public interests relating to the 

quality of fish distributed for human consumption 

Description Arrangements for processing, shipping, storing, and transporting donated fish and 

an estimate of the associated costs 

Expertise in providing for the distribution of food product from remote Alaskan 

locations to hunger relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank distributors, 

including arrangements for transportation, distribution costs, and product quality 

control 

Operating budget that is adequate to ensure that PSD fish are distributed to hunger 

relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank distributors and that the fish will 

be maintained in a manner fit for human consumption 

Quality control criteria for vessels, processors, hunger relief agencies, food bank 

networks, and food bank distributors 

Number of vessels and processors that the applicant is capable of administering 

effectively 

Documentation Support from cold storage and transportation facilities 

List All vessels, processors, food bank networks, and food bank distributors in the PSD 

Program.  The list must include: 

 Vessel’s Federal Fisheries Permit number or  

 Processor's Federal Processor Permit number 

 Name of the vessel owner or responsible operator or  

 Name of the processor owner or plant manager 

 Business telephone number  and business fax number 

 Signature of the vessel owner or responsible operator or  

 Signature of processor owner or plant manager 

Locations where fish must be delivered by participating vessels and processors 

Copy Applicant's articles of incorporation and bylaws.  Purpose must include providing 

food resources to hunger relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank 

distributors 

Signed statement From the applicant and all persons listed, who would conduct activities pursuant to 

the PSD permit waiving any and all claims against the United States and its agents 

and employees for any liability for personal injury, death, sickness, damage to 

property directly or indirectly due to activities conducted under the PSD 



Application for PSD Permit 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PUBLIC REPORTING BURDEN STATEMENT 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 50 hours per response, including the time 

for reviewing the instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing 

and reviewing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this 

collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, 

Alaska Region, Attn: Assistant Regional Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries Division, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 

99802-1668 (Attn: Records Officer).   

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Before completing this form please note the following: 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is 

required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 

subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid 

OMB Control Number;  2) This information is used to manage commercial fishing efforts under 50 CFR part 679 and under 

section 402(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.) as amended in 2006;  4) Responses to this 

information request are not confidential. 

 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

Authority:  The collection of this information is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act, 16 U.S.C 1801 et seq. 

 

Purpose: The PSD Program allows permitted seafood processors to retain salmon and halibut bycatch for distribution to 

economically disadvantaged individuals through tax exempt hunger relief organizations. A PSD permit authorizes tax-

exempt organizations to distribute salmon and halibut to hunger relief agencies, food bank networks, or food bank 

distributors, and that permit must be renewed every three years. An organization seeking to distribute salmon bycatch and 

halibut bycatch under the PSD Program must submit an application to become a PSD distributor.   

 

Routine Uses:  The Department will use this information to identify fishery participants and evaluate the qualifications of 

the applicants. Disclosure of this information is permitted under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a), to be 

shared within NMFS offices, in order to coordinate monitoring and management of sustainability of fisheries and protected 

resources, as well as with the applicable State or Regional Marine Fisheries Commissions and International Organizations. 

Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of 

Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations for the United States Federally Regulated Fisheries. 

 

Disclosure:  Furnishing this information is required to obtain a permit to distribute salmon bycatch and halibut bycatch 

under the PSD Program.   

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-08-07/pdf/2015-19451.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-08-07/pdf/2015-19451.pdf
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discuss draft options for management of 
the commercial summer flounder 
fishery under the Comprehensive 
Summer Flounder Amendment, 
including options for addressing permit 
capacity and latent effort, commercial 
allocation, and landings flexibility. The 
goal of the meeting is to refine the draft 
range of alternatives and provide 
additional guidance to staff on adding 
specificity to the alternatives and 
analyzing their impacts, prior to 
additional consideration by the Council 
and Board at their August 2017 joint 
meeting. Meeting materials will be 
posted to http://www.mafmc.org/ prior 
to the meeting. 

Special Accommodations 

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aid should be directed to M. 
Jan Saunders, (302) 526–5251, at least 5 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: June 22, 2017. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–13397 Filed 6–26–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Commerce will 
submit to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act. 

Agency: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Title: Reporting of Sea Turtle 
Entanglement in Fishing Gear or Marine 
Debris. 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0496. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Request: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved information 
collection). 

Number of Respondents: 111. 
Average Hours per Response: Reports 

and Sea Turtle Disentanglement 
Network responses, 1 hour each; 
interviews of fishermen, 30 minutes. 

Burden Hours: 165. 
Needs and Uses: This request is for 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Sea turtles can become accidentally 
entangled in active or discarded fishing 
gear, marine debris, or other line in the 

marine environment. Entanglement has 
the potential to cause serious injury or 
mortality, which would negatively 
impact the recovery of endangered and 
threatened sea turtle populations. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
established the Sea Turtle 
Disentanglement Network (STDN) to 
respond to these entanglement events, 
in particular those involving the vertical 
line of fixed gear fisheries. The STDN’s 
goals are to increase reporting, to reduce 
serious injury and mortality to sea 
turtles, and to collect information that 
can be used for mitigation of these 
threats. As there is limited observer 
coverage of fixed gear fisheries, the 
STDN data are invaluable to NMFS in 
understanding the threat of 
entanglement and working towards 
mitigation. 

Affected Public: Not-for-profit 
institutions; business or other for-profit 
organizations; individuals or 
households; Federal government and 
state, local and tribal governments. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 

Dated: June 21, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–13337 Filed 6–26–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF331 

Marine Mammals; File No. 21280 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a 
permit has been issued to the Columbus 
Zoo Park Association, Inc., 9990 
Riverside Drive, P.O. Box 400, Powell, 
OH 43065–0400 [Greg Bell, Responsible 
Official] to import seven California sea 

lions (Zalophus californianus) for 
public display purposes. 
ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Skidmore or Courtney Smith, 
(301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April 
7, 2017, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (82 FR 16998) that a 
request for a public display import 
permit had been submitted by the 
above-named applicant. The requested 
permit has been issued under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and the regulations 
governing the taking and importing of 
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216). 

The permit authorizes the importation 
of seven captive-born California sea 
lions from Changfeng Ocean World in 
Shanghai City, China to the Columbus 
Zoo satellite facility in Myakka City, FL 
for the purpose of public display. The 
permit expires on June 9, 2022. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Dated: June 22, 2017. 
Catherine Marzin, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–13435 Filed 6–26–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Alaska Prohibited 
Species Donation (PSD) Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
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collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before August 28, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Megan Mackey, (907) 586– 
7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of an 

approved information collection. 
The prohibited species donation 

(PSD) program for salmon and halibut 
has effectively reduced regulatory 
discard of salmon and halibut by 
allowing fish that would otherwise be 
discarded to be donated to needy 
individuals through tax-exempt 
organizations. Vessels and processing 
plants participating in the PSD program 
voluntarily retain and process salmon 
and halibut bycatch. An authorized, tax- 
exempt distributor, chosen by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), is responsible for monitoring 
retention and processing of fish donated 
by vessels and processors. The 
authorized distributor also coordinates 
processing, storage, transportation, and 
distribution of salmon and halibut. The 
PSD program requires an information 
collection so that NMFS can monitor the 
authorized distributors’ ability to 
effectively supervise program 
participants and ensure that donated 
fish are properly processed, stored, and 
distributed. 

II. Method of Collection 
Respondents submit their application 

to become an authorized distributor by 
email (with attachments) or U.S. mail in 
the form of a letter. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0316. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Not-for-profit 
institutions. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 1. 
Estimated Time per Response: 

Application to be a NMFS Authorized 
Distributor, 13 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 13 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $2 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: June 21, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–13336 Filed 6–26–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE783 

Marine Mammal Stock Assessment 
Reports 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; response to comments. 

SUMMARY: As required by the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS 
has considered public comments for 
revisions of the 2016 marine mammal 
stock assessment reports (SARs). This 
notice announces the availability of the 
final 2016 SARs for the 86 stocks that 
were updated. 
ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of SARs 
are available on the Internet as regional 
compilations and individual reports at 
the following address: http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/sars/. 

A list of references cited in this notice 
is available at www.regulations.gov 
(search for docket NOAA–NMFS–2016– 
0101) or upon request. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shannon Bettridge, Office of Protected 

Resources, 301–427–8402, 
Shannon.Bettridge@noaa.gov; Marcia 
Muto, 206–526–4026, Marcia.Muto@
noaa.gov, regarding Alaska regional 
stock assessments; Elizabeth Josephson, 
508–495–2362, Elizabeth.Josephson@
noaa.gov, regarding Atlantic, Gulf of 
Mexico, and Caribbean regional stock 
assessments; or Jim Carretta, 858–546– 
7171, Jim.Carretta@noaa.gov, regarding 
Pacific regional stock assessments. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Section 117 of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 

1361 et seq.) requires NMFS and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to 
prepare stock assessments for each stock 
of marine mammals occurring in waters 
under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, including the Exclusive 
Economic Zone. These reports must 
contain information regarding the 
distribution and abundance of the stock, 
population growth rates and trends, 
estimates of annual human-caused 
mortality and serious injury from all 
sources, descriptions of the fisheries 
with which the stock interacts, and the 
status of the stock. Initial reports were 
first completed in 1995. 

The MMPA requires NMFS and FWS 
to review the SARs at least annually for 
strategic stocks and stocks for which 
significant new information is available, 
and at least once every three years for 
non-strategic stocks. The term ‘‘strategic 
stock’’ means a marine mammal stock: 
(A) For which the level of direct human- 
caused mortality exceeds the potential 
biological removal level; (B) which, 
based on the best available scientific 
information, is declining and is likely to 
be listed as a threatened species under 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
within the foreseeable future; or (C) 
which is listed as a threatened species 
or endangered species under the ESA. 
NMFS and the FWS are required to 
revise a SAR if the status of the stock 
has changed or can be more accurately 
determined. NMFS, in conjunction with 
the Alaska, Atlantic, and Pacific 
independent Scientific Review Groups 
(SRGs), reviewed the status of marine 
mammal stocks as required and revised 
reports in the Alaska, Atlantic, and 
Pacific regions to incorporate new 
information. 

NMFS updated SARs for 2016, and 
the revised draft reports were made 
available for public review and 
comment for 90 days (81 FR 70097, 
October 11, 2016). Subsequent to 
soliciting public comment on the draft 
2016 SARs, NMFS was made aware that 
due to technical conversion errors, the 
Atlantic SARs contained incorrect 
information in some instances. NMFS 
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