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 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 NOAA TEACHER AT SEA PROGRAM 
 OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0283 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for extension of a currently approved information collection. 
 
Consistent with the support for research and education under the National Marine Sanctuaries 
Act (16 U.S.C. 32 §1440) and other coastal and marine protection legislation, NOAA provides 
educators an opportunity to gain first-hand experience with field research activities through the 
Teacher at Sea Program.  Through this program, educators spend up to 3 weeks at sea on a 
NOAA research vessel, participating in an ongoing research project with NOAA scientists.   
 
The application solicits information from interested educators, and participants in the program 
are selected following review of their application.  The application includes two recommendation 
forms.  The NOAA Health Services Questionnaire (NHSQ) and Tuberculosis Screening 
Document (TSD). is a requirement of anyone going to sea and must be completed by teachers 
who are selected for the program.  Once an educator is selected and participates on a cruise, s/he 
writes a report detailing the events of the cruise and her ideas for classroom activities based on 
what was learned while at sea.  These materials are then made available to other educators so 
they may benefit from the experience, without actually going to sea themselves.  NOAA does not 
collect information from this universe of respondents for any other purpose. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Applications are accepted annually, from October through February, for the purpose of 
identifying prospective participants in the Teacher at Sea Program.  The specific items of 
information on the application will be used in the following manner: 
 
Name, Home Address, Home Phone, Name of School, School Address, Work Phone, email 
address, citizenship, and Age Range are necessary self-identification information for the 
applicants. 
 
Gender information is used to accommodate berthing requirements aboard the ship. 
 
The questions: What subjects and grades do you currently teach? and What subjects and 
grades are you likely to teach next year? are used to determine the areas of discipline of the 
applicant.  This information is useful when placing more than one teacher on a ship in order to 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/library/national/nmsa.pdf
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/library/national/nmsa.pdf
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match their areas of expertise, when evaluating their classroom activities for their appropriate 
subject matter and age level, and to determine that an applicant is, in fact, an educator. 
 
The question: What leadership roles have you held in education? is used to evaluate the 
applicants.  Applicants are given a higher score for holding leadership roles in their schools, 
participating in their own professional development, and being a role model for their students.  
These skills and activities directly relate to a teacher’s ability to translate the experience into their 
classroom. 
 
Question #1, How will you use this experience to benefit your students and colleagues? is the 
most important selection criteria on the application.  The information details what plans the 
teacher has for their follow-up classroom activities, as well as their plans for conducting 
workshops, in-service training, and writing articles for publication.  These are the "products" that 
NOAA can show to justify the existence of the program. 
 
Question #2, Describe your experience and ability to write your own classroom activities, 
directly relates to an educator’s ability to make use of the experience for teachers and students.  
The more skilled a teacher is at writing curriculum and adapting life experiences to the classroom 
the better they are at taking an immersive experience, like being at sea, and translating it to 
classroom lessons.  
 
Question #3, What type of project would you prefer to join? Explain the parameters that go 
into your decision? encourages applicants to consider what type of research they would be most 
interested in pursuing and why.  It also encourages them to consider where they would be most 
suited and most likely to become meaningfully engaged in the project. 
 

Question #4, Discuss your ability to adapt to the physical and personal demands of life on-
board a ship, is an attempt to encourage the applicants to consider what life is like on board a 
ship.  The quarters are small, space is limited, it is difficult to "get away" from other people, 
communications and medical facilities are limited.  All these factors are important considerations 
to make before one embarks on a three-week cruise in the open ocean.  While this information is 
not used in the rating process, it is important for the applicants to give due consideration to these 
conditions. 
 
The recommendations, one from an Administrator and one from a Colleague, give good insight 
into an educator’s teaching ability and their creativity in the classroom.  This is an important 
evaluation criterion. 
 
The NOAA Health Services Questionnaire (NHSQ) and Tuberculosis Screening Document (TSD 
provides the necessary information for the NOAA Medical Officer to determine whether an 
applicant is fit for sea duty. 
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The Follow-up Report is collected as a completion of the agreement between NOAA and the 
participating teacher so that NOAA can distribute the materials to non-participating teachers 
thereby broadening the impact of the program to benefit more teachers. 
 
It is anticipated that the Follow-up Report will be disseminated to the public and used to support 
publicly disseminated information. As explained in the preceding paragraph, the information 
gathered has utility.  NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from 
improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this 
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information 
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior 
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.  
 
NOAA does not plan to disseminate the submitted Participant's Applications to the public. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
This application is available on the Internet and teachers are able to download the application 
from the Teacher at Sea Web site.  The Teacher at Sea Internet URL is widely distributed and 
communication is often provided through direct email contact between the Program 
Administrator and the applicants. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There are no other known collections gathering similar information.  The Teacher at Sea Program 
is the only NOAA information collection directed at educators. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
No small businesses will be responding to this collection. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If this information collection were not conducted, the opportunity to participate in NOAA 
research projects would not be open to a broad audience, and very few educators would be able 
to participate. 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://teacheratsea.noaa.gov/
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7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is conducted in a manner consistent with the OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on March 10, 2016 (FRNVol. 81 No.47 ) solicited public 
comment on this collection.  No comments.    
 
The reviewers, consisting of NOAA employees and Teacher at Sea alumni, evaluate the 
application during the selection process for clarity, ease of use and utility.  NOAA employees 
consist of members of the NOAA Education Council, NOAA Education Committee, and various 
employees from different NOAA Line and Staff Offices with expertise in education.  The 
Teacher at Sea alumni consist of currently employed and former teachers who previously 
participated in the Teacher at Sea Program.  Applicants provide comments on the entire 
application process, including the application itself, during the evaluation of the program 
following their cruise.  Several applicants have been contacted regarding the application to 
determine the clarity of instructions and the amount of burden imposed. Two respondents replied 
briefly that the application process, forms and instructions are clear. 
 
The application is distributed widely at educators' conferences, through education publications, 
and at workshops, all of which provide opportunities for further public comment.  No major 
problems have been uncovered as a result of any of these consultations. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
There are no payments made or gifts given to respondents. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
As stated on the form, the NOAA Teacher at Sea applications, references, and NOAA Health 
Services Questionnaire (NHSQ) and Tuberculosis Screening Document (TSD) will be protected 
as a Privacy Act record and treated confidentially. A Privacy Act System of Records Notice for 
the NHSQ and TSD published in the Federal Register on January 19, 2016 and became effective  
March 1, 2016. 
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There are no questions of a sensitive nature or any matters that are commonly considered private. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
The estimates for the burden of the collection of information have been gathered by surveying 
applicants.  The estimates are as follows: 

 
Application Process 
Number of respondents expected annually = 375 
Frequency of response = once annually 
Average response time per respondent = 1 hour and 15 minutes 

15 minutes to read the application 
30 minutes to complete the application 
15 minutes to deliver and discuss the recommendation forms 
15 minutes to complete the Health Services Questionnaire 

Total hours: 469. 
 
Recommendations (2 per applicant) 

  Number of respondents expected annually = 750 
Frequency of response = once annually 
Average response time per respondent = 15 minutes 

 Total hours: 188. 
  

NOAA Health Services Questionnaire (NHSQ) and Tuberculosis Screening Document 
(TSD    
Number of respondents expected annually (selected applications only) = 45  
Average response time per respondent = 15 minutes 
Total hours: 11. 
 
Follow-up report 
Number of respondents expected annually = 45 
Frequency of response = once annually 
Average response time per respondent = 2 hours 

1 hour to gather data and materials 
1 hour to write report 

Total hours: 90. 
= 
Totals 
Number of respondents = 375 +750 = 1,125 
Total annual responses =  375 + 750 +45 +45 = 1,215. 
Total hours = 469+188+11+ 90 = 758. 
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
If the applicant does not use the online application and mails the application, the total annual cost 
burden to the respondents resulting from the collection is: 

3 postage stamps = $1.88 
3 envelopes = $0.25 
 $2.01 
 
Total cost ($2.01 x 375) = $753.75 ($754) 
 

The rest of the information is emailed. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The estimated annual costs to the Federal government are outlined below: 

Hours (780 @ $17.69) = $13,798.20 
Total = $13,798.20 

 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes. 
 
There are an additional 250 applicants estimated, based on recent activity.  
 
There are adjustments to the costs: updating postage cost, adding two envelopes and adjusting 
responses to 1,215 and hours to 758, based on the additional applicants and associated referrers. 
This adjustment added $516 to the costs.  
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results of the collection will not be published for statistical use. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
The NOAA Health Services Questionnaire is owned by the Office of Marine and Aviation 
Services and is required for all NOAA staff sailing or flying. It is also a Web-based form. The 
OMB Control No. and expiration date for the Teacher at Sea Program are not on this form 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement.  
 
NA. 
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B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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The purpose of the Teacher at Sea (TAS) web site is to allow teachers to apply to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Teacher at Sea program, and to track teacher 
application and review data located in one centralized database.  Teachers are able to input and 
edit information on applications, request recommendations, and submit their application. 

Access to the Teacher at Sea (TAS) web site is available to the general public on any computer 
with Microsoft Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox.  This online web site is controlled by a user 
name/password entry screen.  Each user creates an individual account with a unique user name, 
password, and security question.  They are able to reapply to the Teacher at Sea program during 
subsequent years using the same account. 

For technical support, please contact tas.support@ecs-federal.com. 

The following topics are discussed. 

 

Table of Contents 
1. Apply to a Field Season ............................................................................................................... 2 

2. Forgotten User Name ............................................................................................................... 18 

3. Forgotten Password .................................................................................................................. 21 

4. Change Password ...................................................................................................................... 23 

5. Change Security Q/A ................................................................................................................. 25 
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1. Apply to a Field Season 
 
When you successfully login to the system at tasweb.ecs-federal.com the Contact Information 
screen displays as shown below.  

 

Contact Information screen 

file://HQDATA4/Shared/Projects/FX_Education/JenniferH/TAS/TAS_FY2016/Application/tasweb.ecs-federal.com
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The Personal tab displays the applicant’s personal contact information.  The Work tab displays 
the applicant’s work contact information.  The <Apply for 2015 Field Season> button displays at 
the bottom of the screen, and the Logout link displays above the menu.  If a previous field 
season’s application was started or submitted, then the <View Previous Applications> button will 
display.   

Verify that your personal and work contact information is correct.  If necessary, revise it.   

If your personal or work address is in a country other than the United States, select “NN” for 
State and enter your state or province in Address Line 2. 

Enter your email address again in the “Confirm Email” box and click the <Save> button. 

There are four major sections to the application process, and each section is located on a 
separate screen.  The four sections are: Application, Recommendations, Upload Files, and Submit.  
The Upload Files section is optional.  When all required sections are completed, the teacher will 
be able to apply for a position on one of the ships conducting NOAA research.   

Applications are due September 30, 2014.  As you enter data into the application, periodically 
click the <Save> button.  Remember to save every 30 minutes to prevent a session timeout.  Save 
or print at any time before your final submission.  To make a copy of your application, click the 
<Print> button.  Once everything is completed, click the <Submit> button on the last screen.  
Once you have submitted your application, you cannot edit or resubmit it. 

Click the <Apply for 2015 Field Season> button at the bottom of the Contact Information screen 
as shown above to start your application.  

The instructions on the Application screen will display as shown below.   

You can return to this screen by selecting “Application” from the menu on the left side of the 
screen.  Notice that you are logged in with your User Name at the top of the page.  You can log 
out by clicking the Logout link above the menu. 

If you filled out an application for a previous field season, data can be imported from your most 
recent previous application by clicking the <Import from 2014 application> button, which only 
displays if you filled out an application for a previous field season.  This is your only opportunity to 
import data from a prior application.  Once you click the <Import from 2014 application> button 
or leave this screen, the button will no longer display. 
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Instructions on the Application screen 
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Scroll down to the first part of the application to complete the Personal Contact Information as 
shown below.  This information was imported from the Contact Information screen.  Verify and 
correct your name, address, phone numbers, and email address as needed.  Any field with an 
asterisk is a required field.   

If your personal or work address is in a country other than the United States, select “NN” for 
State and enter your state or province in Address Line 2. 

 
Personal Contact Information on the Application screen 

The second part of the application is the School/Employer Contact Information as shown below.  
Verify and correct the name, address, and work phone number as needed. 

 
School/Employer Contact Information on the Application screen 

The third part of the application is the Additional Information section.  Enter your citizenship, sex, 
age range, years of previous application, type of school/ employer, population, ethnicity 



NOAA – Teacher at Sea (TAS) – Applicant’s Manual – 2015 Field Season 

 

                                                                                   6                                                      Revised 9/19/2014 
 

percentages (which must add up to 100 and have no decimals), average class size, number of 
students you teach, grades and subjects teaching, years teaching, leadership roles, and 
educational experience as shown below. 

 
Additional Information (part 1) on the Application screen 
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Additional Information (part 2) on the Application screen 

The fourth part of the application is the Research Preferences section as shown below.  Due to 
Homeland Security, you cannot select a particular ship and date of departure.  If you are selected 
to participate in the program, you will be placed on a cruise that best fits your research interests. 
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Research Preferences (part 1) on the Application screen 
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Research Preferences (part 2) on the Application screen 

Enter your availability in the Research Preferences section, giving a Start Date and End Date, the 
type of research that interests you, any other comments or interests, your preferred length of 
cruise, and your preferred geographical area(s).  For Start and End dates, a drop down calendar 
box will appear when you click on the field. 

The fifth part of the application is the Questionnaire as shown below.  This is the most important 
part of the selection process.  Four essay questions are presented, and are summarized as 
follows: 

1. Explain how you envision using this experience in your classroom to benefit students and 
colleagues.  Demonstrate how you will incorporate your NOAA TAS experience (in 5,000 
characters or less). 

2. Describe your experience with and ability writing your own classroom activities.  Be specific 
and give examples (in 2,500 characters or less). 

3. Describe how you work as a member of a team, using examples from your own experience.  
Include your role and your contributions to the team effort (in 2,500 characters or less). 

4. Discuss your ability to adapt to the physical and personal demands of life onboard a ship (in 
2,500 characters or less). 
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Questionnaire on the Application screen 
 

Click the <Save> button periodically to save your entries. 
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The sixth part of the application is explaining how you heard about NOAA’s Teacher at Sea 
Program as shown below.  Click the checkboxes that explain how you learned about the program 
and provide details (e.g. email, URL/web site address, name of a person, conference, or other 
explanation). 

 
How you heard about TAS on the Application screen 

The seventh and last part of the application asks if you have any suggestions for NOAA to 
advertise as shown below.  Enter your suggestions.  Review your entries and click the <Save> 
button.  Do not go to the next page until your entries have been saved!  Click the <Print> button 
to print a copy of your application.  Click the <Next> button to proceed to the Recommendations 
screen. 
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Bottom of the Application screen 

After you click the <Next> button, the Recommendations screen displays as shown below.  Each 
applicant is required to have two letters of recommendation – one from an administrator/ 
supervisor and one from a colleague.  These letters are due on September 30, 2014 in order to be 
considered for the 2015 Field Season. 
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Recommendations screen (part 1) instructions 
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Recommendations screen (part 2) 

Notice that both the Administrator’s Recommendation and the Colleague’s Recommendation 
need to be filled in as shown above.  Enter the first name, last name, and email address.  Click the 
<Request Recommendation> button. 

When you click the <Request Recommendation> button, an email will be sent to the individual 
requesting a letter of recommendation, and the <Withdraw Request> button will be enabled.  
The <Re-Request Recommendation> button will replace the <Request Recommendation> 
button, if another email needs to be sent.  The “Completed?” checkbox will automatically be 
checked when a recommendation is completed by the requested individual.  Clicking the 
<Withdraw Request> button sends an email to a recommender, stating that the letter of 
recommendation is no longer needed.  Click the <Next> button to go to the Upload Files screen. 

The Upload Files screen is shown below.  If you have any supporting files to attach, they can be 
added here.  These files may include lesson plans, activities, newspaper articles, etc.  This is the 
only optional section, and all file attachments must be 4 MB or smaller. 
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Upload Files screen 

The <Browse…> button allows the user to search for a particular file on his computer.  The 
<Upload> button places the file in the Current Uploads box.  When a file has been uploaded, a 
user can highlight it and click the <Delete File> button to remove the upload.  Click the <Next> 
button to proceed. 

The Submit screen displays as shown below.  When all the requirements are met, comments in 
green will display.  When there are missing or incorrect items, error messages in red will display.  
If there are errors indicated in the “Application Form Status” section, click “1. Application” in the 
left menu to return to the Application screen, make the corrections, and then click “4. Submit” in 
the left menu to return to the Submit screen.  If there are errors indicated in the 
“Recommendation Requests” section, click “2. Recommendations” in the left menu, make the 
corrections, and then click “4. Submit” in the left menu to return to the Submit screen.   
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Click the <Print Application> button to obtain a copy of your information.  You may print the 
application to the printer or save it as a file.  When all items are completed, the <Submit 
Application> button will be enabled.  Click the <Submit Application> button to send your 
information to NOAA for review.  No more edits can be made after an application is submitted. 

 
Submit screen  
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After clicking the <Submit Application> button, a confirmation screen displays as shown below.  
Click the <Print Application> button to obtain a copy of your information.  You may print the 
application to the printer or save it as a file. 

Submission confirmation screen 
 

Click the Logout link above the menu to exit the program. 
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2. Forgotten User Name 
 
If you forget your User Name, go to the web site URL “tasweb.ecs-federal.com/”.    The Login 
screen displays as shown below.  Click the “Forgot User Name?“ link at the bottom of the screen. 

Login screen 
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The “Forgot your User Name?” screen displays as shown below. 

 
Forgot your User Name? screen 

 

Enter your email address and click the <Submit> button.  A message displays as shown below. 

Forgot your User Name? screen with message 
  

mailto:bobboat@gmail.com
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Go to your email inbox and read the message sent to you from NOAA as shown below. 

 
NOAA TAS User Name Email 

Return to the Login screen at tasweb.ecs-federal.com.  You can now login with your User Name. 

  

file://HQDATA4/Shared/Projects/FX_Education/JenniferH/TAS/TAS_FY2016/Application/tasweb.ecs-federal.com
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3. Forgotten Password 
 
If you forget your Password, go to the web site URL “tasweb.ecs-federal.com/”.    Click the 
“Forgot Password?” link at the bottom of the screen.  The “Forgot Your Password?” screen 
displays as shown below. 

Forgot Your Password? screen 
 

Enter your User Name and click the <Submit> button.  The Identity Confirmation screen displays 
with a security question as shown below. 

Identity Confirmation screen 
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Answer the question correctly and click the <Submit> button.  A confirmation message displays 
as shown below.  

 
Password Sent screen 

Go to your email inbox and read the message sent to you from NOAA as shown below. 

 
NOAA TAS Password Email 

 
Using the temporary Password, you can now login at tasweb.ecs-federal.com.  It is recommended 
that you not attempt to type in the temporary password.  Instead, copy it, making sure not to 
copy any spaces before or after it, and paste it in the Password box on the Login screen.  
Immediately after logging in, change the Password as requested in the NOAA TAS email, by 

file://HQDATA4/Shared/Projects/FX_Education/JenniferH/TAS/TAS_FY2016/Application/tasweb.ecs-federal.com


NOAA – Teacher at Sea (TAS) – Applicant’s Manual – 2015 Field Season 

 

                                                                                   23                                                      Revised 9/19/2014 
 

clicking “Change Password” in the left menu on the Contact Information screen.  Change your 
password and record it in a secure location. 

4. Change Password 
 
When logged into the Teacher at Sea application, you can change your password by clicking 
“Change Password” in the left menu as shown below. 

 
Contact Information screen 
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The “Change Your Password” screen displays as shown below.  Enter your current password, a 
new password, and the confirmation of the new password. 

 
Change Your Password screen 

 
Click the <Change Password> button to save your changes.  Click the <Cancel> button to keep 
your current password and return to the Contact Information screen.   

After clicking the <Change Password> button, a confirmation message displays as shown below.  
Click the <Continue> button to return to the Contact Information screen. 

 
Change Your Password confirmation 
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5. Change Security Q/A 
 
When logged into the Teacher at Sea application, you can change your security question and 
answer by clicking “Change Security Q/A” in the left menu on the Contact Information screen as 
shown below. 

 
Contact Information screen 
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The “Change Your Security Question and/or Answer” screen displays as shown below.  Enter your 
current password.  If desired, change the security question.  Enter the security answer. 

 
Change your Security Question and/or Answer screen 
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Then click the <Submit> button.  A confirmation notification message displays as shown below. 

 
Change Security Question/Answer screen with confirmation 

 
Click “Contact Info” in the left menu to return to the Contact Information screen.   

Click the Logout link above the menu to log out of the application. 



NOAA’s Teacher at Sea Program Form B: Administrator’s Recommendation 

OMB Control # 0648-0283; Expiration Date 08/31/13 

1 of 1 

_____{Name of teacher}______________________________ is applying to participate in NOAA's 
Teacher at Sea Program. 

The selected teachers will take part in a research project aboard a NOAA research vessel. If it is not 
attached, you may want to request a copy of the complete program description from the applicant. As a 
professional colleague of the applicant, please comment on the applicant's personal attributes and 
teaching ability (strengths, weaknesses, enthusiasms, dislikes), with particular attention to their 
creativity in translating personal experiences into classroom experiences. Feel free to continue on the 
back of this sheet or attach a separate letter. 

Signature:____________________________________________  

Date Signed:________________________ 

Name (print):_____________________________________ 
Title:___________________________________ 

School or institution:_________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE APPLICANT IN A SEALED ENVELOPE, SIGNED AND DATED 

ACROSS THE FLAP. The applicant must include it with his/her application. Thank you. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT INFORMATION 

NOAA conducts the Teacher at Sea Program in order to promote oceanographic and related education. 
The information obtained from the recommendation will be used in the selection of the teachers who 
will be accepted for participation in the program, and an application is required for acceptance. The 
information submitted on this form will not be treated confidentially. Public reporting burden for this 
collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to 
NOAA’s Teacher at Sea Program, 1315 East West Hwy, Division F, Room 14531, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 



requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection displays a currently valid OMB 
Control Number. 



NOAA’s Teacher at Sea Program Form C: Colleague’s Recommendation 

OMB Control # 0648-0283; Expiration Date 08/31/2016 

1 of 1 

_____{Name of Teacher}______________________________ is applying to participate in NOAA's 
Teacher at Sea Program. The selected teachers will take part in a research project aboard a NOAA 
research vessel. If it is not attached, you may want to request a copy of the complete program 
description from the applicant. As a professional colleague of the applicant, please comment on the 
applicant's personal attributes and teaching ability (strengths, weaknesses, enthusiasms, dislikes), with 
particular attention to their creativity in translating personal experiences into classroom experiences. 
Feel free to continue on the back of this sheet or attach a separate letter. 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date 
Signed:________________________ 

Name (print): ______________________________________ Title: 
__________________________________ 

School or institution: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE APPLICANT IN A SEALED ENVELOPE, SIGNED AND DATED ACROSS 
THE FLAP. The applicant must include it with his/her application. Thank you. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT INFORMATION 

NOAA conducts the Teacher at Sea Program in order to promote oceanographic and related education. 
The information obtained from the recommendation will be used in the selection of the teachers who 
will be accepted for participation in the program, and an application is required for acceptance. The 
information submitted on this form will not be treated confidentially. Public reporting burden for this 
collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to 
NOAA’s Teacher at Sea Program, 1315 East West Hwy, Division F, Room 14531, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection displays a currently valid OMB 
Control Number. 



 
 
 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Office of Marine and Aviation Operations 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE NOAA HEALTH SERVICES QUESTIONNAIRE 

(NHSQ, Revised 08/08, Implementation date 01/01/09) 
 
Please print clearly if you are not submitting this form electronically.  Make sure your name appears at 
the top of each page.  Fill out ALL questions completely to avoid a delay in processing.   
 
Any questions answered “yes” on this form will require further explanation in the space provided.  If 
additional space is needed, please use page 4 of the form.  If you answered “yes” to hypertension or 
diabetes in the “Cardiac Screening” section, you must provide the most recent blood pressure or HbA1c 
reading. 
 
In the Immunization Screening section, everyone who sails on a NOAA vessel must have a test for 
tuberculosis (TB) within the last 12 months.   There are two tests that NOAA accepts to detect exposure 
to the TB germ: the PPD (or TB skin test) or the Quantiferon test (a blood 
test).   If you have a PPD test done for TB, the results must be recorded in 
millimeters only.  PPD tests are not read as positive or negative.  The 
Quantiferon test is a blood test as is read as negative, positive, or 
indeterminate. 
 
The Functional Abilities Screening section makes reference to a survival suit 
and a rope ladder.  More detailed information can be found on these items by 
typing “survival suit” and “rope ladder” in to any internet search engine.     
 
An adult survival suit is often a large bulky one-size-fits-all design meant to fit 
a wide range of sizes.  It is made of neoprene and typically has large oversize 
booties and gloves built into the suit.  This allows the user to quickly don it on 
while fully clothed and without having to remove shoes. It typically has a 
waterproof zipper up the front, and a face flap to seal water out around the 
neck and protect the wearer from ocean spray.  In the event of an 
emergency, it should be possible to put on a survival suit and abandon ship in 
about one minute.                                                                                
 
 A rope ladder is a flexible ladder made by attaching rope to both ends of 
wooden rungs.  It hangs down over the side of the ship and is used to enter a 
small boat or to get back on the ship’s deck from a small boat.   The rope 
ladder is anchored to the ship at one end but the other end hangs freely and is 
not attached.  A free hanging rope ladder is more difficult to climb than one 
that is firmly moored at the bottom.    
 
Sign and date this form near the bottom of page 3.  Do not write in the NOAA 
Health Services Use Only section.  Use page 4 to provide any additional 
information.   
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NOAA HEALTH SERVICES QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
(NO nicknames) 
Name (print): _____________________________________   Birth Year: ______ 
                              Last                   First                   Middle 
Work Address: ________________________________     Work Phone:  ____________ 
                        ________________________________      Cell Phone:    ____________ 
                        ________________________________     Home Phone: ____________ 
E-mail Address: _______________________________    
Preferred contact number:      ___ Work               ___ Cell       ___ Home 
Current position:  ___ Scientist         ___ Teacher-at-Sea ___Volunteer Contractor 
                            ___ Other: (specify) ____________________________________________ 
Emergency contact: ___________________________    Relationship: ______________ 
Address: ____________________________________    Phone:  __________________ 
               ____________________________________ 
Cruise dates: ___________________________________________________________ 
Forward to the following ships: _____________________________________________ 
 

Health Information 
Supply additional information on last page of this form if needed. 

 
At the present time, do you regularly see a doctor for any reason?  ___ No   ___ Yes  
If yes, explain below: 
 
 
 
 
Please list ALL the medications that you currently take (prescription and non-prescription):   
                   1. __________________________         4. __________________________ 
None           2. __________________________         5. __________________________ 
                   3. __________________________         6. __________________________ 
 

List any known allergy:     Allergy                                             Reaction 
                    1. ______________________     _________________________________ 
None           2. ______________________     _________________________________ 
                    3. ______________________     _________________________________ 
 

List ALL current health problems/conditions (even if you are not taking medication for them): 
                    1. __________________________________________________________ 
None           2. __________________________________________________________ 
                    3. __________________________________________________________ 
                    4. __________________________________________________________ 
 

List major surgeries/hospitalizations/emergency room visits: 
                    1. __________________________________________________________ 
None           2. __________________________________________________________ 
                    3. __________________________________________________________ 
                    4. __________________________________________________________ 
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Name: ___________________________________________ 
                    Last                      First                        Middle 
 
 

General Screening 
 
As an adult, have you had or currently have any of the following: 
 
   No     Yes                                                    No     Yes     
 ___     ___     Cancer                                   ___     ___     Epilepsy/seizures 
 ___     ___     Tuberculosis                          ___     ___     Impaired mobility 
 ___     ___     Asthma                                  ___     ___     Severe hearing loss 
 ___     ___     Hepatitis                                ___     ___     Severe visual impairment    
 ___     ___     Chronic cough                       ___     ___     Severe motion sickness 
 ___     ___     Severe depression                ___     ___     Fainting/loss of consciousness 
 ___     ___     Are you pregnant?                 ___     ___     Recent unexplained weight                        
 ___     ___     Untreated dental issues                                   gain/loss of > 20 pounds 
 

Explain: 
 
 
 
 

Cardiac Screening 
 
As an adult, have you had or currently have any of the following: 
 
   No     Yes                                                    No     Yes     
 ___     ___     Abnormal EKG                      ___     ___     Hypertension 
 ___     ___     Heart attack                                                 Recent BP reading: ________ 
 ___     ___     Shortness of breath               ___     ___     Diabetes 
 ___     ___     Chest pain                                                   Recent HgA1C: ___________ 
Explain:  
 
 
 
 

Immunization Screening 
 
Please list the date(s) you obtained immunization/prophylaxis against: 
 
1.  TB (must have one of the following within the past 12 months; test cannot expire  
     before the end of the desired cruise):    
      a. PPD:  Date: _________   Results: _________ (must be noted in millimeters only) 
      b. Quantiferon:  Date: __________    
              Results (circle one):      Negative     Indeterminate       Positive  
2.  Tetanus booster:  Date: ________ 
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Name: ___________________________________________ 
                    Last                      First                        Middle 
 
 

Functional Abilities Screening 
 
Are you able to perform the following (explain all “no” answers below)?  
 
        Yes        No 
         ___       ___                     Walking on steel decks for hours 
         ___       ___                     Standing on steel decks for hours 
         ___       ___                     Step over 24 inch high door sill 
         ___       ___                     Climbing stairs 
         ___       ___                     Carry survival suit (<15 pounds) up/down stairs 
         ___       ___                     Don an survival suit in 1 minute 
         ___       ___                     Can hear alarms (hearing aid permitted) 
         ___       ___                     Descend/ascend a rope ladder with rigid rungs a  
                                                         distance of 10 feet 
         ___       ___                     Walking on slippery, uneven, and/or moving surfaces          
Explain:  
 
 
 
 
Are you aware of any other medical condition(s) that may affect your suitability for sea duty?   
___ No     ___ Yes – Explain:  
 
 
 
 
 
I certify that I have reviewed the foregoing information supplied by me and that it is true 
and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I acknowledge that falsification of 
information on this government document is punishable by fine and/or imprisonment. 
 

_____________________________________________              ____________ 
                                 Signature of Applicant                                                  Date 
 
For assistance contact: (1) Marine Operations Atlantic at (757)441-6320, fax (757)441-3760, or 
(2) Marine Operations Pacific at (206)553-8704, fax (206)553-1112.   
 

NOAA HEALTH SERVICES USE ONLY 
 

Medically cleared for sea duty by history?  ___ Yes     ___ No     ___ Need more info 
 
     ______________________________________________              ____________ 
                 NOAA Health Services Medical Officer                                         Date 
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Name: ___________________________________________ 
                    Last                      First                        Middle 
 
 

NOAA HEALTH SERVICES QUESTIONNAIRE 
CONTINUATION PAGE 

Use this space for further documentation related to questions on the previous pages. 
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and provide comments to Sharon Riggs, 
sriggs@padillabay.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bree 
Turner at (206) 526–4641 or Erica 
Seiden at (301) 563–1172 of NOAA’s 
National Ocean Service, Stewardship 
Division, Office for Coastal 
Management, 1305 East-West Highway, 
N/ORM5, 10th Floor, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. 

Dated: March 1, 2016. 
John King, 
Deputy Director, Office for Coastal 
Management, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05367 Filed 3–9–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–08–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XE487 

Fisheries of the South Atlantic; South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
(Council)—Snapper Grouper Advisory 
Panel Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Meeting of the South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Councils Snapper 
Grouper Advisory Panel (AP). 

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (SAFMC) will 
hold a meeting of its Snapper Grouper 
AP in North Charleston, South Carolina. 
DATES: The meeting will begin at 9 a.m. 
on Tuesday, April 26, 2016, and end at 
3 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27, 2016, 
to view the agenda, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4831 Tanger 
Outlet Blvd., North Charleston, SC 
29418; phone 877/227–6963 or 843/
744–4422; fax 843/744–4472. 

Council address: South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council, 4055 
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N. 
Charleston, SC 29405. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer, 
SAFMC; phone 843/571–4366 or toll 
free 866/SAFMC–10; FAX 843/769– 
4520; email: kim.iverson@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

The items of discussion in the 
meeting agenda are as follows: 

1. The AP will receive updates on the 
status of fishery management plan 
amendments under development and 
recently implemented and stock 
assessments underway for four species 
in the snapper grouper management 
complex. 

2. The AP will review and provide 
recommendations as appropriate on the 
following amendments currently under 
development: 

a. Amendment 37 to the Snapper 
Grouper Fishery Management Plan 
addressing the management of hogfish; 

b. Amendment 41 to the Snapper 
Grouper Fishery Management Plan 
addressing management measures for 
mutton snapper; and 

c. For-Hire Electronic Reporting 
Amendment. 

3. The AP will receive updates on the 
draft Allocations Amendment (for 
yellowtail snapper) and a draft 
amendment resulting from Visioning 
Project. 

4. The AP will receive an update on 
the January 2016 Citizen Science 
Workshop. 

5. The AP will elect a new chair and 
vice-chair. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
auxiliary aids should be directed to the 
council office (see ADDRESSES) 3 days 
prior to the meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: March 7, 2016. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05374 Filed 3–9–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; NOAA’s Teacher at 
Sea Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 

proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 9, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jennifer Hammond, (301) 
427–8039, or jennifer.hammond@
noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
NOAA provides educators an 

opportunity to gain first-hand 
experience with field research activities 
through the NOAA Teacher at Sea 
Program. Through this program, 
educators spend up to 4 weeks at sea on 
a NOAA research vessel, participating 
in an on-going research project with 
NOAA scientists. The application 
solicits information from interested 
educators: basic personal information, 
teaching experience and ideas for 
applying program experience in their 
classrooms, plus two recommendations 
and a NOAA Health Services 
Questionnaire required of anyone 
selected to participate in the program. 
Once educators are selected and 
participate on a cruise, they write a 
report detailing the events of the cruise 
and ideas for classroom activities based 
on what they learned while at sea. 
These materials are then made available 
to other educators so they may benefit 
from the experience, without actually 
going to sea themselves. NOAA does not 
collect information from this universe of 
respondents for any other purpose. 

II. Method of Collection 
Forms can be completed on line and 

submitted electronically, and/or printed 
and mailed. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0283. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved collection). 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

375. 
Estimated Time per Response: 45 

minutes to read and complete 
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application, 15 minutes to complete a 
Health Services Questionnaire, 15 
minutes to deliver and discuss 
recommendation forms to persons from 
whom recommendations are being 
requested, 15 minutes for those persons 
to complete a recommendation form, 
and 2 hours for a follow-up report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 309. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $221 in reporting/recordkeeping 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: February 18, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05361 Filed 3–9–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Sanctuary System Business Advisory 
Council: Public Meeting 

AGENCY: Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries (ONMS), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice of open meeting. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of a 
meeting via web conference call of the 
Sanctuary System Business Advisory 
Council (Council). The web conference 
call is open to the public, and 
participants can dial into the call. 
Participants who choose to use the web 
conferencing feature in addition to the 

audio will be able to view the 
presentations as they are being given. 
DATES: Members of the public wishing 
to participate in the meeting must 
register in advance by March 22, 2016. 
The meeting will be held Wednesday, 
March 23, 2016, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. ET, and an opportunity for public 
comment will be provided at 4:30 p.m. 
ET. These times and the agenda topics 
described below are subject to change. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held 
via web conference call. Register by 
contacting Rebecca Holyoke at 
rebecca.holyoke@noaa.gov or (240) 533– 
0685. Webinar and teleconference 
capacity may be limited. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rebecca Holyoke, Office of National 
Marine Sanctuaries, 1305 East West 
Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910. (Phone: 240–533–0685, Fax: 
301–713–0404; email: rebecca.holyoke@
noaa.gov). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: ONMS 
serves as the trustee for 14 marine 
protected areas encompassing more than 
170,000 square miles of ocean and Great 
Lakes waters from the Hawaiian Islands 
to the Florida Keys, and from Lake 
Huron to American Samoa. National 
marine sanctuaries protect our Nation’s 
most vital coastal and marine natural 
and cultural resources, and through 
active research, management, and 
public engagement, sustains healthy 
environments that are the foundation for 
thriving communities and stable 
economies. One of the many ways 
ONMS ensures public participation in 
the designation and management of 
national marine sanctuaries is through 
the formation of advisory councils. The 
Sanctuary System Business Advisory 
Council (Council) has been formed to 
provide advice and recommendations to 
the Director regarding the relationship 
of the ONMS with the business 
community. Additional information on 
the Council can be found at http://
sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/ac/. 

Matters to Be Considered: This 
meeting of the Council will provide an 
opportunity for council representatives 
to hear about ONMS interest in 
developing a business plan that 
analyzes the work conducted within the 
National Marine Sanctuary System and 
identifies the gaps between what ONMS 
wants to accomplish and the resources 
and opportunities available to it. 
Council representatives will be asked to 
provide their perspective on the utility 
of this type of plan as well as its 
content, structure, and format. The 
agenda is subject to change. The agenda 
is available at http://

sanctuaries.noaa.gov/management/bac/
meetings.html. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq. 

Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary 
Program) 

Dated: March 3, 2016. 
John Armor, 
Acting Director, Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2016–05444 Filed 3–8–16; 11:15 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Appointments to Performance Review 
Board for Senior Executive Service 

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase from 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled. 
ACTION: Appointment of Performance 
Review Board for Senior Executive 
Service. 

SUMMARY: The Committee For Purchase 
from People Who Are Blind Or Severely 
Disabled (Committee) has announced 
appointments to the Committee 
Performance Review Board. 
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled, 1401 S. Clark Street, Suite 
715, Arlington, Virginia 22202–4149. 

For Further Information or to Submit 
Comments Contact: Barry S. Lineback, 
Telephone: (703) 603–7740, Fax: (703) 
603–0655, or email CMTEFedReg@
AbilityOne.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: All 
appointments are made pursuant to 
Section 4314 of Chapter 43 of Title 5 of 
the United States Code. 

Appointments 
The following individuals are 

appointed as members of the Committee 
Performance Review Board responsible 
for making recommendations to the 
appointing and awarding authorities on 
performance appraisal ratings and 
performance awards for Senior 
Executive Service employees: 
Harry P. Hallock, Deputy Assistant 

Secretary (Procurement), Department 
of the Army 

J. Anthony Poleo, Director, DLA 
Finance, Chief Financial Officer, 
Defense Logistics Agency 

Lisa Wilusz, Director, Office of 
Procurement and Property 
Management, Department of 
Agriculture 
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