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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0230
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title Permitsfor IncidentalTakingof Endangeredr Threatenedpecies

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords

10. Abstract

The Endangere®peciesAct (ESA) prohibitsthetaking of endangeredpeciesSectionl0 of the ESA allowsfor certainexceptiongo
the prohibitions,suchastakingthatis incidentalto an otherwisdlawful activity. The correspondingegulationgrovideapplicationand
reportingrequirement$or suchexceptionsTherequiredinformationis usedto evaluatehe proposedactivity (application)andongoing
activities(reports)andis necessarjor the NationalMarine FisheriesService(NMFS) to ensurehe conservatiorof the speciesinderthe

ESA.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a. X Individuals or households d. X _Farms

b. _P_ Business or other for-profite. ___ Federal Government

c. _X_ Not-for-profit institutions . _X_ State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b. [I 1T Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 13
b. Total annual responses 15
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %
c. Total annual hours requested 394
d. Current OMB inventory 472
e. Difference -78

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment -78

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of

dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

o|o| o o|o

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: HeatherColl
Phone: (301)427-8455

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby DonnaWeitig 5/24/2018
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Slgnature BRABSON.SARAH.136 Digitally signed by Date
BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488
5710488 Date: 2018.10.18 14:05:34 -04'00'

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
PERMITS FOR INCIDENTAL TAKING OF ENDANGERED OR
THREATENED SPECIES
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0230

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for revision and extension of a currently approved information collection. The
instructions have been combined into one document. Also, we are anticipating an increase in
permit applications (see A15 for details).

The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.) prohibits the taking of
endangered species, but provides some exceptions under Section 10. An application is required
for persons to obtain a permit to take endangered species incidental to an otherwise lawful
activity. The regulations at 50 CFR §222.307 set out specific requirements on what information
must be provided in order to apply for an incidental take permit, or for an exception from
needing such a permit. The regulations contain three sets of information collections:

(1) applications for incidental take permits under 8222.307(b); (2) applications for certificates of
inclusion under 8222.307(f)(1); and (3) reporting requirements for issued permits under
§222.307(d). In addition, under protective regulations for certain listed species, a group may
submit a watershed plan to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for review against
guidelines that meet the standards of §223.204. If the plan is adequate, then habitat restoration
activities outlined in the plan are exempt from applying for an incidental take permit.

For applications and watershed plans, the required information is used to evaluate the activity
proposed in the application. For the annual reporting requirement, information is used to evaluate
ongoing activities. All of the information is necessary for NMFS to ensure the conservation of
endangered species under the ESA.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.

All of the required information is used to evaluate the impacts of the proposed activity on
endangered species; for example, to make the determinations required by the ESA prior to
issuing a permit, and to establish appropriate permit conditions. The analysis involved in making
these determinations requires detailed information on the activity, the endangered species and
how the activity may affect the animals directly or indirectly through alterations of the habitat.

Incidental Take Permits

I - I1l. These sections of the application instructions request the application title and date and the
applicant’s name, address, and contact information. The purpose and use of this information is
self-explanatory.



http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/esa/text.htm
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=947f7139e114bc5849180dd4501d0980&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:9.0.1.3.6.3.13.7&idno=50
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=947f7139e114bc5849180dd4501d0980&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:9.0.1.3.6.2.13.4&idno=50

IV-V. Itisimportant for management purposes to know what species and stock will be affected
by the proposed activity. Due to animals' seasonal habits, such as breeding, the dates and
locations of the activity are important to determine the impact to the species. NMFS can provide
the applicant with any information that the applicant may not have on the biology, distribution,
etc.

VI.  A.Asarequirement to obtain exception to the ESA for incidental takes of an endangered
species, there must be a conservation plan developed. The purpose of this plan is to
provide some benefit to the species to offset the negative impacts of the incidental take.
B. The ESA also covers habitat for listed species. Animals cannot survive without
habitat, so protecting/restoring their habitat is an important part of their conservation and
recovery.

C. Because the proposed activity may have an adverse impact on a listed species, NMFS
must ensure that all reasonable measures will be taken to minimize that impact. Adequate
funding must be available to ensure that the conservation plan can be carried out.

D. NMFS must ensure that alternatives to the proposed action, which would have a
lesser/no impact on the species, cannot reasonably be carried out in place of the proposed
action. Again, NMFS must ensure that all reasonable measures will be taken to minimize
the impact to listed species.

E. NMFS must ensure that the data supplied in the application is valid.

Certificates of Inclusion
An application for a certificate of inclusion, to allow individuals to be included under a general
incidental take permit, must include the following:

1. General incidental take permit under which the applicant wants coverage (self-explanatory).

2. Applicant's name, address and telephone number (if the applicant is a partnership or corporate
entity, then the applicable details) (self-explanatory).

3. Description of the activity the applicant wants covered under the general permit, including
anticipated geographic range and season (See explanation under IV and V above).

4. Signed statement that the applicant has read and understood the general incidental take permit
and the conservation plan, will apply with the applicable terms and conditions, and will fund the
applicable measures of the conservation plan (Self-explanatory, and see explanation under VI A.
and C. above).

Permit Reports

The reports required by the incidental take permits are used by NMFS to monitor the taking, to
assess the impacts to the species and its habitat, and to monitor compliance with the terms and
conditions of the permit. This information is necessary to ensure that the taking is not
appreciably reducing the likelihood of the survival and recovery of the species and for
determining whether the terms and conditions of the permit are being complied with, as required
by sections 10(a)(2)(B) and (C) of the ESA. The regulations at 8222.307(d)(1) state that permits
must contain “Reporting requirements or rights of inspection for determining whether the terms
and conditions are being complied with”. The requirements for reports therefore, vary from




permit to permit, depending on the permit conditions.

Watershed Plans
There are no formal instructions for Watershed Plans other than the regulations themselves,
which state that a Watershed Plan must address the following, taken from 222.307(c):

M The status of the affected species or stocks (See explanation for IV-V above);

(i) The potential severity of direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on the species or
stocks and habitat as a result of the proposed activity (See explanation for VI B and C
above);

(iii)  The availability of effective monitoring techniques (To ensure that the actual impact
is not different from the expected impact);

(iv)  The use of the best available technology for minimizing or mitigating impacts (See
explanation for VI C above); and

(v) The views of the public, scientists and other interested parties knowledgeable of the
species or stocks or other matters related to the application (NMFS is required by the
regulations, when issuing an exemption to ESA prohibitions, to solicit review and
comment on the proposed activity from experts and the public).

Transfer of Permits

The regulations at §222.305 allow for transfer of permits associated with Habitat Conservation
Plans, Safe Harbor Agreements with Assurances, and Candidate Conservation Agreements with
Assurances. NMFS proposed this change to the regulations in 2002, because on two occasions
when permit holders wanted to sell their property to new owners. Prior to changing the
regulations, the new owners would have had to apply for a separate permit to continue
implementing actions required from the previous permit. Under the current regulations, NMFS
and the new landowners save time and money by transferring permits instead of issuing new
permits.

NMFS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to
question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

Application instructions are available over the Internet at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/node/21866. Reports may be submitted electronically (via email),



http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=947f7139e114bc5849180dd4501d0980&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:9.0.1.3.6.3.13.5&idno=50
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/node/21866

but NMFS must receive a signed paper copy of applications. The small volume of responses does
not justify designing a system for allowing e-signatures.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Because the information required is for the receipt of benefits (exemption from the ESA Section
10), and reporting on permit activity, the information collection is unique.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

This collection should not have a significant impact on small entities. There are no small
businesses and only two non-profit institutions.

6. Describe the conseqguences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

If the information were not collected, the incidental taking would not be allowed, and the
applicant could not lawfully conduct the activity. Annual reporting on permits is necessary to
monitor the activity under the permit and the status of the species. Less than annual reporting
would hinder NMFS’ ability to conserve listed species.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

Not Applicable.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice published on February 27, 2018 (83 FR 8436) solicited public
comment on this renewal. We received no comments.

We contacted two non-NOAA stakeholders, Barney M. Davis, LP and Gulf Specimens Marine
Lab, Inc. Barney Davis provided “no comment.” Gulf Specimens Marine Lab provided the
following:

Comment: One full year to renew a simple permit that we previously had and there was no
trouble with it? NOAA Response: We typically suggest that applicants submit an application
and a Conservation Plan one year prior to the start of their proposed activity. When an
application has been submitted, it is then reviewed and we may suggest the applicant make edits.
Once the application package is considered complete, it is officially accepted and we publish a



notice in the Federal Register soliciting public comment for a 30-day period. We review all
comments and give the applicant the opportunity to provide responses to substantive comments.
We then prepare draft NEPA documents and a draft permit that go out for a 30-day comment
period. A Section 7 analysis of the species is initiated and must be completed before issuance of
the permit to ensure that the action is not likely to jeopardize the species' continued existence or
destroy or adversely modify critical habitat. When all documents have been finalized, the
decision to issue or deny a permit is made.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are given.

10. Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

No confidentiality is promised. The information supplied is a matter of public record.

This information is covered by the Privacy Act System of Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-
12, Marine Mammals, Endangered and Threatened Species, Permits and Authorizations
Applicants.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

See table below. There are 48 unduplicated respondents (22 new applicants over a three-year
period, annualized to 7.34 — rounded to 7 in ROCIS)) and 26 submitting annual reports), 33.34
responses and 795 hours.

Note: No watershed plans, certificates of inclusions, or Transfers are expected because none
have been received in the past few years (2014-2017).

Burden Hours and Labor Costs to the Public

Type of Permit Certificates of Permit Watershed Transfer of TOTALS
response Applications Inclusion Reports Plans (once Incidental
(once per permit) (annually) per plan) Take Permits
Number 7 (22 over a three- 0 26 0 0 48
received per year period)
year
Hours per 80 0 8 10 0
response
Total hours 560 0 208 0 0 768
(annually)
Labor cost per $1,440 $0 $144 $0 $0
response (@
$18/hr.)



http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-12.html
http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-12.html

Total labor $31,680/3=$10,560 $0 $3,744 $0 $0 $13,800
cost(annually)

Cost to Government

Processing: 120 0 4 0 0
Federal
government
hours per
response

Total hours 2,640/3=880 0 104 0 0 984
(annually)

Cost per $3,000 $0 $100 $0 $0
response (@
$25/hr.)

Total cost $66,000/3=$22,000 $0 $2,600 $0 $0 $24,600
(annually)

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

We estimate annual costs of $1,000 for copying and mailing. For each permit application and
annual report, submission costs would average $20 for reproduction of the package. Adding a
mailing cost of $10 per package, for a total unit cost of $30, the cost for 22 submissions for
permit applications $660/3=$220 and 26 annual reports $780 would total $1,000 annually.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Cost to the Federal government is $24,600 (see table above).

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

Adjustments: We are anticipating an increase in applications, as the Clean Water Act (CWA)
Sections 316(a) and (b) would necessitate sampling plans related to impacts of such
environmental changes as power plants, of which there is an increasing number:

Section 316(a) allows for a variance from applicable thermal limitations to surface water if the
permittee can demonstrate that the balanced indigenous community of aquatic organisms is
protected and maintained.

Section 316(b) requires the determination of whether the withdrawal of cooling water causes or
has the potential to cause adverse environmental impacts on aquatic populations and
communities.

Thus, we would expect an increase from 12 to 22 applications over a three-year period
(annualized, from 4 to 7, annualized burden from 320 to 560, and a corresponding increase in
annual reports.

We are not including burden for permit transfers as there have been none for several years. This
removes two responses, two hours and $60 in recordkeeping/reporting costs.



http://www.cecinc.com/eco_clean_water_act.html

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

There are no plans to publish the data.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

Not Applicable.
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR PERMITS FOR THE INCIDENTAL TAKE
OF ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES UNDER THE ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT
In coordination with, but not substituting for 50 CFR 222.307
OMB control number (0648-0230) Expiration date for clearance: 06/30/2018

Information Required in the Application

The Assistant Administrator may issue permits to take endangered or threatened marine species
incidentally to an otherwise lawful activity under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973 (ESA). The information collection associated with the following application
instructions is required for the purpose of obtaining such a permit. The information provided
will be used to process the incidental take permit in accordance with the ESA, including the
solicitation of public comments on the justification of the take of ESA-listed species incidental to
proposed activities. The information provided by an applicant in accordance with these
instructions is not confidential and is subject to public exposure for comments. Notwithstanding
any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a
currently valid OMB Control Number. Public reporting burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 80 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to
the address below.

Privacy Act Statement

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized under the Endangered Species Act,
16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. Purpose: In order to manage protected resources, NOAA Fisheries
requires the use of permits by participants in the United States. Information on permit
applications includes researcher contact information. Routine Uses: The Department will use
this information to determine permit eligibility. Disclosure of this information is permitted under
the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a), to be shared within the NOAA Fisheries, in
order to coordinate monitoring and management of protected resources. Disclosure of this
information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act
System of Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-12, Marine Mammals, Endangered and
Threatened Species, Permits and Authorizations Applicants. Disclosure: Furnishing this
information is voluntary; however, failure to provide complete and accurate information will
prevent the determination of eligibility for a permit.

An application for a permit should provide all of the following information. The information
needed in the application should be presented in the same structure and format shown below to
increase processing efficiency. When a question does not apply, do not overlook the category,
but indicate Not Applicable (N.A.). In some cases, a brief explanation as to why the category is



not applicable may expedite processing. Please note that for the title and closing statement of the
application, specific wording is required.

If the applicant represents an individual or a single entity, such as a corporation, the application
should be for an individual incidental take permit. If the applicant represents a group or
organization whose members conduct the same or a similar activity in the same geographical
area with similar impacts on endangered or threatened marine species, the application should be
for a general incidental take permit. To be covered by a general incidental take permit, each
individual conducting the activity must have a certificate of inclusion issued under paragraph (f)
of 50 CFR 222.307. NMFS estimates a public reporting burden of .5 hour for each certificate of
inclusion. The sufficiency of applications will be determined by the Assistant Administrator in
accordance with the requirements of 50 CFR 222.307.

I One of the titles below as appropriate:

A. Application for an Individual Incidental Take Permit under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973.

B. Application for a General Incidental Take Permit under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973.

1. Date of the application.

II. The name, address, telephone, and fax number of the applicant. If the applicant is a
partnership, corporate entity or is representing a group or organization, include applicable
details.

IV. A description of the endangered or threatened species, by common and scientific name,
and a description of the status, distribution, seasonal distribution, habitat needs, feeding
habits and other biological requirements of the affected species.

V. A detailed description of the proposed activity, including, but not limited to:

A. The anticipated dates and duration of the activity.

B. The specific location of the activity. Please include latitude/longitude coordinates
if possible.
C. For a general incidental take application, include an estimate of the total level of

activity expected to be conducted.

VI.  The application must include a conservation plan based on the best scientific and
commercial data, which specifies:

A. The anticipated impact of the proposed activity on the listed species, including:



1. The estimated number of animals of the listed species and, if applicable,
the subspecies or population group, and range.

2. The type of anticipated taking, such as harassment, predation, competition
for space and food, etc.

3. The effects of the take on the listed species, such as descaling, altered
spawning activities, potential for mortality, etc.

The anticipated impact of the proposed activity on the habitat of the species and
the likelihood of restoration of the affected habitat.

The steps that will be taken to monitor, minimize, and mitigate such impacts,
including:

1. Specialized equipment, methods of conducting activities, or other means.
2. Detailed monitoring plans.
3. Funding available to implement measures taken to monitor, minimize and

mitigate impacts.

The alternative actions to such taking that were considered and the reasons why
those alternatives are not being used.

A list of all sources of data used in preparation of the plan, including reference
reports, environmental assessments and impact statements, and personal
communications with recognized experts on the species or activity who may have
access to data not published in current literature.

An application for a certificate of inclusion under a General incidental take permit must include

the following:

1.

2.

General incidental take permit under which the applicant wants coverage;

Applicant's name, address and telephone number (if the applicant is a partnership
or corporate entity, then the applicable details);

Description of the activity the applicant wants covered under the general permit,
including anticipated geographic range and season; and

Signed statement that the applicant has read and understood the general incidental
take permit and the conservation plan, will apply with the applicable terms and
conditions, and will fund the applicable measures of the conservation plan.

Modifications to Permits



Requests for modifications to incidental take permits should address all applicable sections of
these instructions, including a detailed description of the proposed changes. Appropriate
changes should also be made to the Conservation Plan. Modification requests involving an
increased number of animals, additional species, an increased risk to the animals, or a significant
change in the location of incidental take are subject to the 30-day public review and are granted
or denied at the discretion of the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries.

Where to Send the Application

The application may be submitted electronically, if possible (either by email or by mailing a
disk), but one signed original of the complete application must be sent to one of the following
addresses.

Send applications for incidental take of all species except sea turtles and Pacific salmon to:

Chief, Endangered Species Division
National Marine Fisheries Service, F/PR3
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Telephone 301-713-1401

Fax 301-713-0376

Send applications for incidental take of sea turtles to:

Chief, Marine Mammal and Turtle Division
National Marine Fisheries Service, F/PR2
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Telephone 301-713-2322

Fax 301-713-4060

Web Site http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/

Please see separate application instructions for incidental take permits for sea turtles, available
on-line at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/esa_permits.htm

Send applications for incidental take of anadromous fish in the Pacific to one of these offices:

Pacific Salmon

Northwest Regional Office
National Marine Fisheries Service
7600 Sand Point Way NE
Building 1

Seattle, WA 98115

Phone: (206) 526-6150

Fax: (206) 526-6426


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/

NMFS Northern California Coast Salmon
National Marine Fisheries Service

1655 Heindon Road

Arcata, CA 95521

Phone: (707) 825-5163

Fax: (707) 825-4840

NMEFS Central California Coast Salmon
National Marine Fisheries Service

777 Sonoma Ave., Room 325

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Phone: (707) 575-6050

Fax: (707) 578-3435

NMFS California Central Valley Salmon
National Marine Fisheries Service

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300

Sacramento, CA 95819

Phone: (916) 930-3600 Fax: (916) 930-3629

NMEFS Southern California Salmon

National Marine Fisheries Service

501 West Ocean Blvd

Long Beach, CA 90802-4250

Phone: (562) 980-4020 Fax: (562) 980-4027



8436

Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 39/Tuesday, February 27, 2018/ Notices

Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Alaska Region Logbook and
Activity Family of Forms.

OMB Control Number: 0648—0213.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: Regular (extension of
a currently approved information
collection).

Number of Respondents: 445.

Average Hours per Response: 35
minutes per active response and 5
minutes per inactive response for
Catcher Vessel Longline and Pot Gear
DFL; 18 minutes for active response and
5 minutes for inactive response for
Catcher Vessel Trawl Gear DFL; 7
minutes for Mothership Check-in/
Check-out Report; 50 minutes per active
response and 5 minutes per inactive
response for Catcher/processor Longline
and Pot Gear DCPL; 5 minutes for
Shoreside Processor Check-in/Check-out
Report; 20 minutes for Product Transfer
Report; 14 minutes for Vessel Activity
Report.

Burden Hours: 15,654.

Needs and Uses: This request is for
extension of a currently approved
information collection.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act 16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq. authorizes the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council to
prepare and amend fishery management
plans for any fishery in waters under its
jurisdiction. National Marine Fisheries
Service, Alaska Region (NMFS) manages
(1) the crab fisheries in the Exclusive
Economic Zone waters off the coast of
Alaska under the Fishery Management
Plan for Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Crab, (2) groundfish under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish of
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area, and (3) groundfish
under the Fishery Management Plan for
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska. The
International Pacific Halibut
Commission (IPHC) and NMFS manage
fishing for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus
stenolepis) through regulations
established under the authority of the
Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982.
The IPHC promulgates regulations
governing the halibut fishery under the
Convention between the United States
and Canada for the Preservation of the
Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific
Ocean and Bering Sea.

Vessels required to have a Federal
Fisheries Permit are issued free daily
fishing logbooks (DFLs) for harvesters
and daily cumulative production

logbooks (DCPL) for processors to record
groundfish, Crab Rationalization
Program crab, Individual Fishing Quota
(IFQ) halibut, IFQ sablefish, Western
Alaska Community Development Quota
Program halibut, and prohibited species
catch information. Catcher vessels
under 60 ft (18.3 m) length overall are
not required to maintain DFLs. Multiple
self-copy logsheets within each logbook
are available for distribution to the
harvester, processor, observer program,
and NOAA Office for Law Enforcement.
The longline or pot gear logbooks have
an additional logsheet for submittal to
the IPHC.

As electronic logbooks become
available, paper logbooks are
discontinued and removed from this
collection. The forms and DFL and
DCPL logsheets may be viewed on the
NMFS Alaska Region Home Page at
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/
fisheries/rr-log.

In addition to the logbooks, this
collection includes the check-in/check-
out reports for shoreside processors and
motherships, the product transfer
report, and the U.S. vessel activity
report.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; individuals or
households.

Frequency: Daily.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Dated: February 21, 2018.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2018—-03876 Filed 2—26-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Permits for
Incidental Taking of Endangered or
Threatened Species

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before April 30, 2018.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 66186,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
internet at pracomments@doc.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Celeste Stout, (301) 427—
8436 or Celeste.Stout@NOAA.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for an extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

The Endangered Species Act of 1973
(ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) imposed
prohibitions against the taking of
endangered species. In 1982, Congress
revised the ESA to allow permits
authorizing the taking of endangered
species incidental to otherwise lawful
activities. The corresponding
regulations (50 CFR part 222.222)
established procedures for persons to
apply for such a permit. In addition, the
regulations set forth specific reporting
requirements for such permit holders.

The regulations contain three sets of
information collections: (1) Applications
for incidental take permits, (2)
applications for certificates of inclusion,
and (3) reporting requirements for
permits issued. Certificates of inclusion
are only required if a general permit is
issued to a representative of a group of
potential permit applicants, rather than
requiring each entity to apply for and
receive a permit.

The required information is used to
evaluate the impacts of the proposed
activity on endangered species, to make
the determinations required by the ESA
prior to issuing a permit, and to
establish appropriate permit conditions.

When a species is listed as threatened,
section 4(d) of the ESA requires the
Secretary to issue whatever regulations
are deemed necessary or advisable to
provide for conservation of the species.
In many cases those regulations reflect
blanket application of the section 9 take
prohibition. However, the National


https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/rr-log
https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/rr-log
mailto:OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov
mailto:OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov
mailto:Celeste.Stout@NOAA.gov
mailto:pracomments@doc.gov
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Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
recognizes certain exceptions to that
prohibition, including habitat
restoration actions taken in accord with
approved state watershed action plans.
While watershed plans are prepared for
other purposes in coordination with or
fulfillment of various state programs, a
watershed group wishing to take
advantage of the exception for
restoration activities (rather than
obtaining a section 10 permit) would
have to submit the plan for NMFS
review.

II. Method of Collection

Currently, most information is
collected on paper, but in some
instances, there is electronic access and
capability.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648-0230.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a currently approved
information collection).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; business or other for-profit;
not-for-profit institutions, and state,
local, or tribal government.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
48.

Estimated Time per Response: 80
hours for a permit application
(including Habitat Conservation Plans),
40 minutes for transfer of an incidental
take permit; 8 hours for a permit report,
30 minutes for a Certificate of Inclusion
and 10 hours for a watershed plan.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 795.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $1,000 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;

they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: February 21, 2018.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2018-03881 Filed 2—26—18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XG026

Marine Mammals; File No. 21966

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Mystic Aquarium, 55 Coogan Boulevard,
Mystic, CT 06355 (Responsible Party:
Katie Cubina), has applied in due form
for a permit to collect, receive, import,
and export marine mammal parts for
scientific research.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email
comments must be received on or before
March 29, 2018.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the “Features” box on
the Applications and Permits for
Protected Species (APPS) home page,
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then
selecting File No. 21966 from the list of
available applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the Permits and Conservation
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 427-8401; fax (301) 713—0376.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division, at
the address listed above. Comments may
also be submitted by facsimile to (301)
713-0376, or by email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include the File No. 21966 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division at the address listed above. The
request should set forth the specific
reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shasta McClenahan or Jennifer
Skidmore, (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226), and the Fur Seal
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151
et seq.).

The applicant proposes to collect,
receive, import, and export biological
samples from up to 5,000 pinnipeds and
5,000 cetaceans annually for scientific
research. Receipt, import, and export is
requested worldwide. The foreign and
domestic sources of samples may
include captive animals, subsistence
harvests, other authorized researchers,
animals that died incidental to legal
commercial fisheries, and marine
mammal strandings in foreign countries.
The requested duration of the permit is
5 years.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: February 21, 2018.
Julia Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 201803875 Filed 2—26-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF957

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to the Cook Inlet
Pipeline Cross Inlet Extension Project

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
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