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SUPPORTING STATEMENT   

NOAA SATELLITE CUSTOMER QUESTIONNAIRE   

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0227  

  
A. JUSTIFICATION  

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  

This request is for revision and extension of a current information collection. Because we are 
clarifying the questionnaire to indicate that customers include more than ground station owners, 
the title of this collection is changing from ”NOAA Satellite Ground Station Questionnaire” to 
“NOAA Satellite Customer Questionnaire”. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) operates a minimum of four 
meteorological satellite imagery transmission systems, two from geostationary operational 
environmental (GOES) satellites and two from polar-orbiting television infrared operational 
(TIROS) satellites in addition to two or three legacy backup and standby polar-orbiting satellites 
that continue transmitting beyond their design life. The data transmitted are available worldwide, 
and any user can establish a ground receiving station for reception of the data without the prior 
consent or other approval from NOAA.  With such an open access policy, it is currently not 
possible to have a comprehensive understanding of the range and numbers of the data users and 
application of the data received.  

The purpose of collecting the information contained in the "Questionnaire" is to 
satisfy the following objectives:  

a. To comply with international agreements such as the Department of Commerce/NOAA’s 
memorandum of understanding with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) (2008), so 
that NOAA can provide environmental satellite data and processed satellite data products to the 
public domain (submitted as a supplementary document). 

b. To improve Government efficiencies of data dissemination using cost-saving technologies to 
minimize the expenditure of personnel and financial resources.    

 
The NOAA Policy on Partnerships in the Provision of Environmental Information is also 
pertinent to this information collection. This policy was developed to strengthen the partnership 
among government, academia and the private sector which provides the nation with high quality 
environmental information. 
  
The collection of information from a respondent is initiated when an individual contacts 
NESDIS via letter, telephone, fax or email, or when they visit a web page. If the nature of the 
contact indicates the individual may operate a satellite receiving station for the acquisition of 
NOAA satellite data or may use NOAA satellite data or services, the individual is requested to  

http://www.noaa.gov/partnershippolicy/


complete an on-line electronic questionnaire, which is found on a NOAA Internet site. The 
questionnaire is completed at the respondent's discretion.   

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  

The information collected is used by NOAA/NESDIS in designing future satellite 
transmission systems, and determining the data content of present and future transmission 
systems.  Within the past 5 years, collection information has been used in, but not confined to, 
the following activities, in combination with information posted on the NOAA Satellite and 
Information System (NOAASIS) web site:  
 
a. To determine the impact of the new Direct Broadcast (DB) capabilities on the NOAA Joint 
Polar Satellite System (JPSS) and GOES-R satellites on the user community.  

b. To notify domestic and international users of changes to the NOAA satellite DB. GOES 
Variable (GVAR) and Low Rate Information Transmission (LRIT) are being phased out as the 
users transition to GOES Rebroadcast (GRB) and High Rate Information Transmission/ 
Emergency Managers Weather Information Network (HRIT/EMWIN) with the commissioning 
of the new GOES-R Series satellites. APT and High Rate Picture Transmission (HRPT) are 
being phased out as the new JPSS satellites are commissioned and users transition to High Rate 
Data (HRD). 

c. To satisfy the annual obligation to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to provide 
the geographic location and receiving capability of any reception station known to NOAA. 
Information is collected once upon initial contact and subsequently only if there are changes to 
the information from the initial collection.   
 
NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data 
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not 
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, 
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  

NOAA's information requirements are minimal.  A questionnaire identical to the paper version 
is offered on the NOAASIS web site at: https://dcs3.noaa.gov and is available in English only. 
The type of respondents to this collection will have Internet access, and the electronic form 
reduces the respondent's burden.  No additional or improved technology has been identified 
that can further reduce the burden to the respondent.  

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
https://dcs3.noaa.gov/


4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.  

The information being collected from respondents is unique and highly relevant to the 
operation of the Satellite Products and Services Division and its support to other 
NOAA/NESDIS operations.  No other NOAA/NESDIS components are collecting similar 
information.   

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  

 
The burden is designed to be minimal on all respondents. 

 
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
If this information were not collected, there would be no other source of information which 
describes the database of NOAA satellite users.  Without such information, short-term 
operational decisions and long-term planning and development would occur without being able 
to significantly gauge the scientific and monetary impact of such actions on the global user 
community, which includes other national governments and foreign meteorological agencies, and 
scientific and educational institutions.  The Office of Satellite and Product Operations (OSPO), 
Satellite Products and Services Division (SPSD) would be unable to fulfill its reporting 
requirement to the NOAA. This could eventually impact further reporting to international bodies 
such as the WMO.   
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be 
conducted in a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  

The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.  

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported.  

A Federal Register Notice published on May 31, 2018 (FR Doc. 2018–11651). No comments 
were received. 

Feedback was solicited from 11 respondents and 3 responded:   
 

• The United States Air Force 557th Weather Wing responded with “no comment” through 
their MK-IVB satellite terminal equipment depot manager. 

• Cooperative Institute for Research in the Atmosphere (CIRA), Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, CO, responded “I don’t have any recommendations or comments for this. I 
did register our site.” 



• University of Wisconsin – Madison, Space Science and Engineering Center (SSEC) 
Cooperative Institute for Meteorological Satellite Studies (CIMSS) responded: “This 
looks reasonable to me.” 

 
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, 
other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.  

No payments or gifts are made.   

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the 
basis for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  

The Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C 552) is cited on the survey Web page as the 
authority for protection of any personal information, which, for this collection, would be 
only name, mailing address and email address.   

Electronic records are protected by a user identification/password. The user 
identification/password is issued to individuals as authorized, by authorized personnel. There 
are two such individuals who manage the database.  
 
This information is covered under the Privacy Act System of Records Notice 
Commerce/NOAA-11, Contact Information for Members of the Public Requesting or Providing 
Information Related to NOAA’s Mission. 
 
11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private.  
 
No sensitive questions are asked.   

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  

We estimate an annualized total of 300 unduplicated respondents and responses. At 5 minutes 
per response, the annualized burden will be 25 hours.  

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
record-keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden 
hours in Question 12 above).  

All respondents complete the form online, and thus there is no recordkeeping or reporting cost.   

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  

NOAA requires approximately 10 minutes to review and verify each questionnaire.  Review 
and verification of the information in the data base by a Band 4 program manager or technician 
($67.58/hour) costs NOAA $1689.50 per year.  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/552
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-10-09/pdf/2015-25746.pdf


15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.  

There are no changes or adjustments. 

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for 
tabulation and publication.  

There is no intention to publicly disseminate or publish the information collected.   

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval 
of the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be 
inappropriate.  

N/A.  
 
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 

N/A. 
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B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
 
1. Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The potential respondent universe is comprised of NOAA customers/users of NOAA satellite 
imagery who have purchased ground satellite systems OR who use data from, or services on, 
NOAA satellites.  These ground systems range from inexpensive units costing less than $1,000 
for receiving Automatic Picture Transmission (APT) from polar orbiting satellites and Low Rate 
Information Transmission (LRIT) imagery and products from geostationary satellites, to systems 
that cost tens of thousands of dollars capable of receiving High Resolution Picture Transmission 
(HRPT) images from polar orbiting satellites and Geostationary GOES VARiable rate (GVAR) 
imagery. GVAR and LRIT are being phased out as the users transition to GOES Rebroadcast 
(GRB) and HRIT/EMWIN with the commissioning of the new GOES-R Series satellites. APT 
and HRPT are being phased out as the new JPSS satellites are commissioned and users have to 
transition to HRD. Commercial solutions for receiving and processing these data are available. 
Vendors, manufacturers, and system integrators of these systems are included in the information 
collections. 

NOAA satellite customers/users include local, state and federal government agencies from the 
United States and government agencies from around the world. 

There is no definitive answer to the size of the respondent universe.  It is estimated to be in the 
thousands.  There are 3,040 entries in the database that spans 10 years. Almost all of the records 
are unduplicated. The database can provide reports based on:  

 Type of ground system 
 The affiliation to a range of groups, examples of which are government 

meteorological agencies,  other government agencies, universities, other secondary 
schools, military or media. 

 Customer location 
 

The table below gives the numbers of each user by affiliation for the historical database.  

 



Table 1: Summary of Records by Organizational Affiliation 

 

Category Number of 
Records* 

  

Installation by Organizational Affiliation * Number of Users 

  

Amateur 1,573 

Commercial/Business 294 

Equipment Software Manufacturer 86 

Government Meteorological Organization 199 

Other Civil Government 192 

Military 97 

High, Technical or Elementary Schools 217 

University or College 252 

Television or Radio Broadcast Station 19 

Other 111 

TOTAL 3,040 

 

*Note: Record numbers approximate due to minimal duplication. 

There are respondents from all parts of the world, though only a few countries in Africa are 
represented. For those countries with 25 or more users registered: Argentina, Mexico, New 
Zealand, Japan and Spain each account for 1%; Brazil, France, Germany and the Netherlands, 
each, 2%; Australia and Italy, each, 3%; Canada, 4%; United Kingdom, 20% and the U.S., 40%. 

 

 

 



2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 

In addition to linking those contacting NESDIS to the survey on the Internet, NOAA explains the 
survey and its purposes, and provides the url, in conferences, meetings and other venues 
frequented by the target audience of potential respondents. It is estimated that we attend between 
2 and 5 events per year, with an attendance of between 40 and 2,000. Although we discuss the 
survey with potential respondents, we do not actively record data at these events. No periodic 
survey is used and no sampling techniques are utilized. No attempt is made to contact a fixed 
number of respondents. No unusual problems have been identified. 

3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 

We attempt to maximize response by informing all those who contact NESDIS either directly or 
by attending an applicable event, of the survey, its location, and its purposes. The audience is 
made up of those who are likely to have a vested interest in improving the satellite services. The 
questionnaire is also very brief. 

Although at this point we do not have enough knowledge of the respondent universe to judge the 
representativeness of our sample, it is apparent that there is broad representation throughout the 
world, with higher percentages of registered users in the more developed countries. Also, 
providing the opportunity to respond to the questionnaire furthers our knowledge of the universe 
and also allows us to address stated needs. The primary data fields are: contact information, 
which types of imagery the respondents are receiving and / or what type of equipment or 
software is being employed or manufactured. The information collected is used for several 
purposes:  

Respondents provide input on how upcoming NOAA satellite planning, changes in satellite and 
satellite transponder configuration, spacecraft design and other events (posted on our applicable 
websites) could affect user ground station configuration.  

1. We can also gather some input indirectly by referring to the database on how many users have 
ground stations for different categories of reception. 

2. We have been able to determine, and provide information to respondents on, how many 
ground stations exist in foreign countries.  
 



3.  We have been able to determine whether respondents were aware of a change in a downlink 
frequency. 

Members of NOAA’s Direct Broadcast User Groups will be asked follow-up questions.  The 
GRB and High Rate Information Transmission/ Emergency Managers Weather Information 
Network (HRIT/EMWIN) User Groups are in place and a GNC-A User Group is planned. The 
DCS program has a Technical Working Group and participates in the Satellite Telemetry 
Interagency Working Group (STIWG). 

4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 

N/A. 

5. Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 

Richard Antoine 
GOES DCS Program Manager 
301-817-4521 
Direct Services Branch 
Satellite Products and Services Division 
Office of Satellite and Product Operations 
NOAA Environmental Satellite Data and Information Service 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Department of Commerce 
 
Jim McNitt 
Direct Readout Program Manager 
301-817-3842 
Direct Services Branch 
Satellite Products and Services Division 
Office of Satellite and Product Operations 
NOAA Environmental Satellite Data and Information Service 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Department of Commerce  

Scott Rogerson 
Argos Program Manager 
301-817-4543 
Direct Services Branch 
Satellite Products and Services Division 
Office of Satellite and Product Operations 
NOAA Environmental Satellite Data and Information Service 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Department of Commerce 



 
Letecia Reeves 
GOES DCS Customer Service Specialist 
301-817-4563 
Direct Services Branch 
Satellite Products and Services Division 
Office of Satellite and Product Operations 
NOAA Environmental Satellite Data and Information Service 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Department of Commerce 
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products derived from yellowfin tuna 
harvested in the ETP by purse seine 
vessels operating under Salvadoran 
jurisdiction or exported from El 
Salvador. Issuance of an affirmative 
finding for El Salvador does not affect 
implementation of an intermediary 
nation embargo under 50 CFR 
216.24(f)(9), which could apply to 
exports from El Salvador. El Salvador’s 
affirmative finding is effective for the 
five-year period of April 1, 2018, 
through March 31, 2023, subject to 
subsequent annual reviews by NMFS. 

Dated: May 24, 2018. 
Chris Oliver, 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2018–11655 Filed 5–30–18; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Availability of a NOAA 
Satellite Observing System 
Architecture Study Draft Report and 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of availability of a NOAA 
Satellite Observing System Architecture 
Study draft report; request for 
comments; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: In planning for the future 
operational environmental satellite 
system to follow the Geostationary 
Operational Environmental Satellite 
System—R Series (GOES–R, S, T, and U) 
and the Joint Polar Satellite System 
(JPSS–1, 2, 3, and 4), beginning about 
2028, NOAA has conducted a study of 
the NOAA Satellite Observing System 
Architecture (NSOSA). The 
development of a future system presents 
an opportunity to design a modern 
architecture by broadly examining 
instruments, services, platforms, and 
orbits, driven by user needs, new 
technology, and exploiting emerging 
space business models. The NSOSA 
study team developed and evaluated 
nearly 100 architecture alternatives, 
including partner and commercial 
contributions that are likely to become 
available. Through https://
www.regulations.gov/docket?D=NOAA- 
NESDIS-2018-0053, the public can view 
the NOAA Satellite Observing System 
Architecture Study draft report, submit 
ideas, review submissions from other 
parties, and make comments. 

All comments are welcome. In 
particular, NOAA would like comments 
on the following areas: 

Did NOAA consider a sufficiently 
broad range of alternatives? 

Are the opportunities that the analysis 
identified as deserving of consideration 
consistent with your knowledge of the 
state of the space enterprise? 

Are there outcomes or options that 
you recommend for further analysis? 

What suggestions do you have on 
engagement with industry, including 
innovative capability development 
approaches, partnership opportunities, 
and business models that may inform 
NOAA’s path forward? 

What suggestions do you have on 
engagement with the academic and 
research community and other 
stakeholders to ensure NOAA makes the 
best use of the outputs of this study? 

NOAA previously discussed the 
NSOSA study at the American 
Meteorological Society Annual Meeting 
in January 2018; these presentations are 
available at https://ams.confex.com/ 
ams/98Annual/meetingapp.cgi/Session/ 
44459 and https://ams.confex.com/ams/ 
98Annual/meetingapp.cgi/Session/ 
44460. NOAA will continue to engage 
the public regarding NOAA’s future 
satellite architecture planning. NOAA 
will use the results of this public 
comment period and public event to 
shape follow-on engagements. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
5 p.m. on July 2, 2018. A meeting will 
be held on June 21, 2018. For additional 
details, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on this document, identified by NOAA– 
NESDIS–2018–0053, by either of the 
following methods: 

Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov/ 
docket?D=NOAA-NESDIS-2018-0053, 
click the ‘‘Comment Now!’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

Mail: Submit written comments to: 
Office of System Architecture and 
Advance Planning, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, National 
Environmental Satellite, Data, and 
Information Service, Room 5450, 1335 
East-West Highway, Silver Spring MD, 
20910. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NOAA. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 

and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. Additional 
information as well as instructions on 
how to submit comments can be found 
at the following website: https://
www.regulations.gov/docket?D=NOAA- 
NESDIS-2018-0053. The NOAA Satellite 
Observing System Architecture Study 
report can also be viewed here. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate 
Becker, NESDIS Office of System 
Architecture and Advance Planning 
(OSAAP), U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, National 
Environmental Satellite, Data, and 
Information Service, Room 5450, 1335 
East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD, 
20910. (Phone: 301–713–7049, 
kate.becker@noaa.gov). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NESDIS 
will hold a public event to discuss the 
NOAA Satellite Observing System 
Architecture Study report on June 21, 
2018, at 9:00 a.m. at the Silver Spring 
Civic Building, 1 Veterans Pl, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910. This Community 
Day will include a public session and 
the opportunity for one-on-one meetings 
with NESDIS. Further information and 
registration is available at https://
www.nesdis.noaa.gov/content/nesdis- 
community-engagements or by 
contacting OSAAP by mail, phone, or 
email as listed above (see ADDRESSES). 

Dated: May 24, 2018. 
Karen St. Germain, 
Director, Office of Systems Architecture and 
Advance Planning NOAA Satellite and 
Information Service. 
[FR Doc. 2018–11599 Filed 5–30–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–HR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; NOAA Satellite 
Ground Station Customer 
Questionnaire 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
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public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before July 30, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to James McNitt at 301–817– 
3842 or james.mcnitt@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. NOAA asks people who 
operate ground receiving stations that 
receive data from NOAA satellites to 
complete a questionnaire about the 
types of data received, its use, the 
equipment involved, and similar 
subjects. Members of NOAA’s Direct 
Broadcast User Groups are asked follow- 
up questions. The data obtained are 
used by NOAA for short-term operations 
and long-term planning. Collection of 
this data assists us in complying with 
the terms of our Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the World 
Meteorological Organization: United 
States Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) on area of 
common interest (2008). 

II. Method of Collection 
The information is collected via an 

online questionnaire. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0227. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Not-for-profit 
institutions; business or other for-profit 
organizations, individuals or 
households; federal government; state, 
local or tribal Government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
300. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 25. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in capital and recordkeeping/ 
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: May 25, 2018. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2018–11651 Filed 5–30–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–HR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XG228 

Taking and Importing of Marine 
Mammals 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; affirmative finding 
annual renewals for Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, and Spain. 

SUMMARY: The NMFS Assistant 
Administrator (Assistant Administrator) 
has issued affirmative finding annual 
renewals for the Governments of 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, and 
Spain (referred to hereafter as ‘‘The 
Nations’’) under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (MMPA). These 
affirmative-finding, annual renewals 
will continue to allow the importation 
into the United States of yellowfin tuna 
and yellowfin tuna products harvested 
in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean 
(ETP) in compliance with the 
Agreement on the International Dolphin 
Conservation Program (AIDCP) by purse 
seine vessels operating under The 
Nations’ jurisdiction or exported from 
The Nations. NMFS bases the 
affirmative finding annual renewals on 

reviews of documentary evidence 
submitted by the Governments of The 
Nations and by information obtained 
from the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC). 
DATES: These affirmative finding annual 
renewals are effective for the one-year 
period of April 1, 2018, through March 
31, 2019. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Justin Greenman, West Coast Region, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 501 
W. Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long 
Beach, CA 90802. Phone: 562–980– 
3264. Email: justin.greenman@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
MMPA, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq., allows 
for importation into the United States of 
yellowfin tuna harvested by purse seine 
vessels in the ETP under certain 
conditions. If requested by the 
harvesting nation, the Assistant 
Administrator will determine whether 
to make an affirmative finding based 
upon documentary evidence provided 
by the government of the harvesting 
nation, the IATTC, or the Department of 
State. 

The affirmative finding process 
requires that the harvesting nation is 
meeting its obligations under the AIDCP 
and its obligations of membership in the 
IATTC. Every five years, the government 
of the harvesting nation must request a 
new affirmative finding and submit the 
required documentary evidence directly 
to the Assistant Administrator. On an 
annual basis, NMFS reviews the 
affirmative finding and determines 
whether the harvesting nation continues 
to meet the requirements. A nation may 
provide information related to 
compliance with AIDCP and IATTC 
measures directly to NMFS on an 
annual basis or may authorize the 
IATTC to release the information to 
NMFS to annually renew an affirmative 
finding determination without an 
application from the harvesting nation. 

An affirmative finding will be 
terminated, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, if the Assistant 
Administrator determines that the 
requirements of 50 CFR 216.24(f) are no 
longer being met or that a nation is 
consistently failing to take enforcement 
actions on violations, thereby 
diminishing the effectiveness of the 
AIDCP. 

As a part of the affirmative finding 
process set forth in 50 CFR 216.24(f)(8), 
the Assistant Administrator considered 
documentary evidence submitted by the 
Governments of The Nations and 
obtained from the IATTC and has 
determined that The Nations have met 
the MMPA’s requirements to receive 
affirmative finding annual renewals. 
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