
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 06/28/2011

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Simon Szykman   
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek   

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
01/24/2011

ACTION REQUESTED: No material or nonsubstantive change to a currently approved collection 
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular
ICR REFERENCE NUMBER:  201101-0648-005
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER: 
TITLE:  Northeast Region Permit Family of Forms
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS:  See next page

OMB ACTION:  Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0202
The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 04/30/2013                 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS

Previous 193,853 27,990 6,269,242

New 202,817 28,737 6,269,242

Difference

   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 8,964 747 0

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: 

OMB Authorizing Official:                            Kevin F. Neyland
                                                                    Deputy Administrator,
                                                                    Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

 Gillnet Tag Order Form, 
Gillnet Tag Replcement 
Form

 Gillnet 
Designations/Requests for 
Tags

NA, NA

 Federal Fisheries Vessel 
Permit Application - 
Renewal, Federal 
Fisheries Vessel Permit 
Application - Initial

 Vessel permit application 
and renewal

NA, NA

 Application for veesel 
replacement, upgrade and 
confirmation of permit 
history

 Replacement/upgrade, 
permit history retention, 
vessel specificatiojn 
verification, unseaworthy 
vessel (proof of loss)

NA

50 CFR 648.14  Herring vessels - bycatch 
notification of landing to 
Office of Law Enforcement

50 CFR 648.80  Midwater Trawl 
Exemption Request

50 CFR 648.80  LOA for WGOM and 
Cashes Ledge Closed 
Area Charter/Party 
Exemption Certificate

50 CFR 648.104  Summer Flounder 
Small-Mesh Exemption

50 CFR 648.80  Purse Seine Exemption

50 CFR 648.80  Cultivator Shoals Whiting 
and Nantucket Shoals 
Dogfish Exemptions

50 CFR 648.14  Vessels Standing by 
Entangled Whales - 
Notification

50 CFR 648.14  DAS Credit for Standing 
By Entangled Whale

50 CFR 648.80  Raised Footrope Trawl 
Whitiing Fishery 
Exemption (Sept 1 - Dec 
31)

50 CFR 648.94  Monkfish Southern 
Fishery Management Area 
Landing Limit and 
Minimum Fish Size 
Exemption

50 CFR 648  VMS/Call-In 
Requirements - MS, 
Monkfish vesesels days 
out of fishery; 
departy/landing for 
monkfish and occasional 
sea scallop vessels



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 648.85  Expedited submission of 
proposed SAPs

50 CFR 648.10 VMS Power Down 
Exemption Request Form

 NE Multispecies VMS 
Power Down Exemption

NA

 Application to 
Permanently Transfer NE 
Multispecies Days at Sea

 NE Multispecies Days at 
Sea Transfer Program

NA

50 CFR 648.10  Multispecies Area and 
DAS Declaration - 
Groundfish vessels 
fishhing under an NE 
Multispecies DAS

50 CFR 648  NE Multispecies 
Proposed Sector 
Allocation

 Initial dealer permit 
application form, Dealer 
Permit Application Form - 
Renewal

 Northeast Region Dealer 
Permitting - Initial Permit 
and Renewal

NA, NA

50 CFR 648.14 VMS Certification of 
Activation

 VMS  proof of installation 
and confirmation of VMS 
connectivity with OLE (for 
550 vessels per year), 
plus costs of installation, 
maintenance and 
automated polling

NA

50 CFR 300.140  Foreign fishing vessels 
arrival/departure from EEZ 
notification

50 CFR 300.140 VMS Certification of 
Installation

 Foreign fishing vessel 
VMS purchase, 
installation/maintenance 
and position reporting 
costs and certification 
responses and costs

NA

50 CFR 648.10  Area and DAS 
Declaration: Gulf of Maine 
Differential Days at Sea  
Area Heaving-To 
Declaration

 Vessel Operator 
Application - Renewal, 
Vessel operator permit 
application - initial

 Vessel operator permit 
application - initial and 
renewal

NA, NA

50 CFR 648.80  SNE Little Tunny Gillnet 
and Winter Flounder State 
Waters Exemptions

50 CFR 648.80  State Waters Sea Scallop 
Exemption



List of ICs

CFR CitationForm NameIC Title Form No.

50 CFR 648.80  NAFO Regulatory Area 
Request (exemption)

50 CFR 648.81  GOM/Nantucket Lightship 
Party/Charter Exemption

50 CFR 648.10  Change in Multipspecies 
Permit Category, 
Transiting to Another Port 
and Transfer at Sea

 Lobster Trap Tag 
Request Form, Lobster 
trap tag replacement 
request form

 Lobster Area Designation 
and Requests for Trap 
Tags

NA, NA

50 CFR 697.26  Lobster Area 5 Waiver

50 CFR 648.100, 648.160  State Quota Transfers

50 CFR 648.94  Monkfish Fishery Days at 
Sea VMS Declaration

50 CFR 648.86  LOA for declaring that a 
vessel intends to fish 
south of the Gulf of Maine 
(GOM) Regulated Mesh 
Area 



JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE 
NORTHEAST MULTISPECIES FRAMEWORK ADJUSTMENT 45 DATA 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0202 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) submitted a Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) 
renewal package to the Chief Information Officer (CIO) for OMB Control No. 0648-0202 on 
August 25, 2009.  At the time, the burden for a paper letter of authorization (LOA) declaring that 
a vessel intended to fish south of the Gulf of Maine (GOM) Regulated Mesh Area was 
inadvertently left out of that renewal package.  The LOA had been approved under Framework 
Adjustment (FW) 20 to the Northeast (NE) Multispecies Fishery Management Plan (FMP) under 
OMB Control No. 0648-0202 for 498 vessels submitting up to 12 requests per year, and then was 
later approved with Amendment 13 to the NE Multispecies FMP for another 6 requests per year 
for a total public burden of up to 18 LOA requests per year.  At this time, we would like to 
reinstate the PRA burden associated with the 498 vessels submitting up to 18 requests per year 
for this paper LOA to ensure that the burdens associated with FW 45 to the NE Multispecies 
FMP described below are approved pursuant to the PRA. 
 
The GOM cod trip limit exemption requirements allow days-at-sea (DAS) vessels to land a 
higher trip limit of Georges Bank (GB) cod and transit through the GOM, provided they comply 
with all of the requirements of the exemption.  Previously, this exemption was given only to 
vessels fishing under a NE multispecies Category A DAS because the trip limits for GB and 
GOM cod were different throughout the entire year; trip limits for GB cod and GOM cod were 
the same for Handgear A and Handgear B vessels.  However, FW 44 to the NE multispecies 
FMP gave the Regional Administrator (RA) new authority to make inseason adjustments to daily 
and trip landing limits of all NE multispecies stocks allocated to the common pool fishery.  In 
addition, FW 45 proposes to specify a different GOM and GB cod trip limit for handgear vessels.  
This change makes it possible for GOM cod to have a lower trip limit than GB cod for Handgear 
A and Handgear B vessels.  Therefore, if FW 45 is approved, the LOA that was previously only 
applicable to DAS vessels would now need to be applied to Handgear A and Handgear B vessels 
to effectively enforce the different trip limits for these stocks.   
 
Previously, the time burden for this requirement was estimated at 498 vessels submitting up to 18 
requests per year, for a total burden of 8,964 responses and 747 hours per year (5 minutes per 
request).  DAS vessels must declare where they fish on each trip via a vessel monitoring system 
(VMS), therefore, the paper LOA is requested infrequently.  The paper LOA burden previously 
approved under OMB Control No. 0648-0202 and described above would be sufficient to also 
cover DAS vessels and for Handgear A and B vessels requesting a paper LOA as part of FW 45.  
Even though an additional number of vessels may be eligible to utilize the GOM cod trip limit 
exemption, the altered requirements are not expected to change this burden estimate.  Therefore, 
we would like to reinstate the previous burden under OMB Control No. 0684-0202 that was 
previously left out of the 2009 renewal package.  
 
This request will add 8,964 responses and 747 hours but no record/keeping reporting cost, as the 
LOAs are requested with a local telephone call.  
 



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT
CHANGE WORKSHEET

Agency/Subagency OMB Control Number

          ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Enter only items that change
Current record New record

Agency form number (s)

Annual reporting and recordkeeping hour
burden

Number of respondents

Total annual responses

Percent of these responses
collected electronically % %

Total annual hours

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost
burden (in thousands of dollars)

Total annualized Capital/Startup costs

Total annual costs (O&M)

Total annualized cost requested

Difference

Explanation of difference

Program change
Adjustment

Other changes**

Signature of Senior Official or designee: Date: For OIRA Use
   ___________________________________
   ___________________________________

** This form cannot be used to extend an expiration date.
OMB 83-C 10/95
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