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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
LICENSING OF PRIVATE REMOTE SENSING SPACE SYSTEMS  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0174 
 

A. JUSTIFICATION  

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  

This request is for extension of an existing information collection. 
 
The information is being collected in order to issue licenses and related amendments to operate 
space- based private Remote Sensing systems, to review foreign agreements entered into by 
licensees, and to perform monitoring and compliance functions for licensed systems.  The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has issued regulations for its 
licensing program under Title 51 - National and Commercial Space Programs of 2010 Act, 15 
U.S.C. 5601 et seq. These regulations (15 CFR 960 Subparts A- D) facilitate the development of 
the U.S. commercial Remote Sensing industry and thus promote the collection and widespread 
availability of Earth Remote Sensing data, while preserving essential U.S. national security and 
foreign policy interests.  
 
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  

NOAA’s Commercial Remote Sensing Regulatory Affairs (CRSRA) collects this information. 
Applications are made in response to the requirements in the 2010 Act, as amended, and no 
collection forms are used.  The application information received is used to determine if the 
applicant meets the legal criteria for issuance of a license to operate a private Remote Sensing 
space system i.e., the proposed system will be operated in accordance with the Act, U.S. national 
security concerns and international obligations. Application information includes: corporate 
information; launch segment information; space segment information; ground segment 
information; plans and/or pricing policy for providing access to or distributing the unenhanced 
data generated by the system; and the plan for post-mission disposition of any Remote Sensing 
satellites.  
 

• Corporate information is required to verify that the applicant is a legitimate corporate entity in 
good standing and to ascertain ownership, control, and influence over that entity. 
 

• Launch segment, space segment, and ground segment information contain the technical 
specifications (typical to the detail of a Request for Proposal), operational performance 
parameters, and concept of operations necessary to make determinations on impacts to national 
security and intelligence concerns and the corresponding level of protections required (e.g., 
encryption, operational security) to address such concerns. 
 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2008-title15/pdf/USCODE-2008-title15-chap82-sec5601.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2008-title15/pdf/USCODE-2008-title15-chap82-sec5601.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=8655b6bf7089fba9e7363249a44f38b1&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15cfr960_main_02.tpl


• Information on data access and dissemination policies and plans, including provision of data to 
the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and the sensed state, is necessary to 
ensure licensee activities are consistent with statutory requirements under the Act. 
 

• Information on planned post-mission disposition of the spacecraft is necessary to ensure public 
safety and minimize orbital debris. 
 
Once an applicant holds a license, he/she is subject to amendment filings and notification 
requirements concerning an executive summary of the licensed system, foreign agreements, 
deviation in orbits, planned disposition of the spacecraft, data protection plans, preliminary 
design reviews, critical design reviews, certification of launch contract and pre-ship review of 
the satellite; and notification of system demise or decision to discontinue operations.  The 
licensee is required to provide NOAA an executive summary that can be provided to the public 
within 30 days of obtaining a NOAA Operator license.  

• In the interest of taxpayers having access to basic information concerning NOAA’s 
regulatory activities, NOAA requires licensees to provide an executive summary of their 
licensed system that can be made available to the public.                      

• Notification of foreign agreements, including certain investment agreements, is required 
to ensure that the agreement is consistent with the terms of the license with regards to 
national security and foreign policy and international obligations and, specifically, that 
positive control of licensed systems is at all times maintained by the license holder which 
is under US jurisdiction. The licensee is also required to provide NOAA a copy of the 
foreign agreement within 30 days of its signature.  

• Notification of deviation in orbits is an important change that could significantly impact 
imaging capabilities and affect other space vehicles or platforms.   

• Notification of system demise or of a licensee’s decision to discontinue or suspend 
operations is necessary so that NOAA may terminate the subject license in a timely 
manner and verify that the licensee continues to adhere to the obligations of the licensee 
that survive termination.   

 
• Notification of the data protection plan to protect data and information through the entire 

cycle of tasking, operations, processing, archiving and dissemination. 
 
 

• Notification that the Preliminary Design Review and Critical Design Review, which are 
specific actions leading to the development and operation of the licensed remote sensing 
space system, have been completed.    
 

• Notification of the execution of a binding contract for launch services and completion of 
the pre-ship review. 

 



Monitoring and compliance information is used to ascertain that the licensee’s activities meet the 
requirements of the Act, applicable regulations, and license conditions.  The following 
information collections serve as part of the monitoring and compliance function: annual 
compliance audits; data collection restriction plans; operation plans for restricting collection and 
dissemination of imaging Israeli territory; data flow diagrams; satellite sub-system diagrams and 
imaging system specification sheets; operational declarations; quarterly reports; purge 
notifications; and annual operational audits.  

• Annual compliance audits address previous information filed with NOAA as part of the 
original license application process: for example, any changes in corporate structure, 
ownership, financial investments, etc.  Licensees are required to produce copies of 
documents which reflect changes to the original submissions.    

• Operation plans for restricting collection or dissemination of imagery of Israeli territory 
are required by the Kyl-Bingaman Amendment to the 1997 Defense Authorization 
Act.  Usually these plans are produced for internal company use and are then provided to 
NOAA for review and concurrence.  

• Data Protection Plans are used to verify the data path the licensee will use to 
communicate tasking requests to the satellite and subsequently download the collected 
images to a ground station for processing and sale. This plan will be submitted 12 months 
prior to launch.  

• Satellite sub-system diagrams and imaging system specification sheets are used to verify 
that the physical satellite represented to NOAA as the actual system, can be confirmed 
through technical review. This assures that the licensee is complying with the 
specifications outlined in the operating license.  These documents will be submitted six 
months prior to launch. 
 

• Quarterly reports require the licensee to verify to the government in writing of any 
occasion in which the system was operated outside of the terms of the license or any 
applicable laws. The reporting cycle for the quarterly reports will begin three months 
after the system is declared operational. 

 
• Purge notifications are to be sent to Department of Interior National Satellite Land 

Remote Sensing Archive to satisfy the requirements in the Act, will be provided by the 
licensee for review.  Purge audits will include time, location, sensor, format, and media 
for the data the licensee intends to discard.   

 
It is anticipated that the information collected relating to applications, amendments, and foreign 
agreements will be disseminated, as specified in the Act, to other appropriate U.S. Government 
agencies as part of NOAA’s requirement for consultation when making licensing decisions.  As 
explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  NOAA will retain 
control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic 
information. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 



and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and 
privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information 
quality guidelines.  

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  

There are no forms in this information collection. Documents may be transmitted by any means, 
except that NOAA is requesting that applicants provide an electronic copy of the application and 
executive summary to facilitate more timely dissemination of information to reviewing agencies 
and U.S. Government response to the applicant.  
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.  

The information collected relates to a unique benefit and no duplication has been 
identified.  Information that is required by other agencies will not be required and NOAA will 
obtain this information directly from the relevant USG agency.  Examples of these include 
Securities and Exchange Commission forms 10K and 10Q, and Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States reviews.  

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  

While small businesses may be respondents, the collection would not have any significant 
impact upon them and the information requested is the minimum needed to make the necessary 
determinations.  

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  

Without collecting the information described in the regulations, NOAA would be unable to 
ascertain whether the proposed or actual operations of the applicant’s system comply with 
applicable statutory requirements and conditions, and would therefore be unable to issue 
operating licenses or conduct associated regulatory actions.  

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  

NA. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html


8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and record keeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported.  
 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on August 22, 2016 solicited public comment.  No public 
comments were received. Additionally, NOAA’s Advisory Committee for Commercial Remote 
Sensing (ACCRES) held an open meeting at which comments were solicited; comments were 
obtained, but not in relation to the information collection. 
 
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
No payments or gifts are made to respondents.  
 
10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  
 
Protection of proprietary information would be in accordance with the Federal Trade Secrets Act 
and the Freedom of Information Act, and the Departmental procedures for compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act (see 15 CFR 4).  NOAA believes that adequate protection for 
proprietary information is contained in the Freedom of Information Act.  Applications will not be 
made available to the public, since almost all this information is proprietary. This assurance is 
included in the applicable regulations.   

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private.  
Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
No sensitive questions are asked.  

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The estimated burden for the licensing, monitoring, and compliance activities are calculated as 
follows:  
Table 1 
Respondents*  Reporting Action  Annual 

Responses 
per 
Respondent 

Total 
Responses  

Burden 
(hours) 
per 
response 

Total 
Hours  

1 License Application 1 1 40  40  

http://frwebgate2.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/PDFgate.cgi?WAISdocID=1yCzII/0/2/0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://frwebgate2.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/PDFgate.cgi?WAISdocID=n4l6S2/0/2/0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=92bee6421481ace83b079f8cf2963521&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15cfr4_main_02.tpl


Respondents*  Reporting Action  Annual 
Responses 
per 
Respondent 

Total 
Responses  

Burden 
(hours) 
per 
response 

Total 
Hours  

1 Executive Summary   1 1 2  2  
1 Data Protection Plan  1 1 10  10  

1 
Submission Of Data 
Collection Restriction 
Plan   

1 1 5  5  

1 

Submission Of Operational 
Plans For 
Restricting   Collection Or 
Dissemination Of Israeli 
Territory              

1 1 3  3  

1 Submission Of Data Flow 
Diagrams 1 1 3  3  

1 
Submission Of Satellite 
Sub-Systems 
Drawings               

1 1 2  2  

1 
Submission Of Final 
Imaging System 
Specifications   

1 1 3  3  

1 
Notification Of 
Disposition/Orbital Debris 
Change          

1 1 2  2  

 
 

License 
Application  package 
subtotal 

 
 9  

 70 

9  License Amendment  2  18  10  180  

9  
Foreign Agreements 
notifications (including 
investments ) 

2  18  2  36  

1  Submission of Preliminary 
Design Review  1  1  2  2  

1  Submission of Critical 
Design Review  1  1  2  2  

1  Notification of Binding 
Launch Service Contract  1  1  1  1  

1  Notification of Completion 
of Pre-ship Review  1  1  1  1  

1  
Submission of Information 
When Spacecraft Becomes 
Operational  

1  1  2  2  



Respondents*  Reporting Action  Annual 
Responses 
per 
Respondent 

Total 
Responses  

Burden 
(hours) 
per 
response 

Total 
Hours  

1  

Notification of the Demise 
of a System or Decision to 
Discontinue System 
Operations  

1  1  2  2  

.4  Notification of Any 
Operational Deviation  2  8  2  16  

4  Notification for Planned 
Purges of Information  2  8  2  16  

4  Operational Quarterly 
Reports  4  16  3  48  

17  Annual Compliance Audit  1  17  8  136 
4  Annual Operational Audit  1  4  10  40  

Totals  
 

 
 104  

 552 

 
For all reporting requirements, the total of number of responses is 104, for a total burden 
of 552 hours.  
 
Estimating respondent time at $50 per hour, the total labor cost of all responses is 
$28,100.  Calculations were made based on past history in licensing process as well as projected 
industry trends (calculated at the hourly pay rate based on the GS-12 pay level).  

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in 
Question 12 above).  

The total capital and start-up costs are expected to be zero because the reporting requirements 
utilize equipment and software that are used as part of customary and usual business practices. 
The total annual costs (operations and maintenance) are expected to be $1,000.  This figure 
includes charges for postage, photocopies, diskettes for electronic filings, and facsimiles.  

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  

The annual cost to the Federal Government to process the information obtained is estimated at 
$900,000. This estimate is the relevant portions of the licensing and compliance budgets (i.e., 
supplies, equipment, communications, and salary/benefits).  

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.  

There are no program changes or adjustments. 



16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  

The results of the collection will not be published.  

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  

NA. 

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.  

NA. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  

This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Species Covered in This Notice 

The following listed species are 
covered in this notice: 

Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha): threatened Central Valley 
spring-run (CVSR); endangered 
Sacramento River winter-run (SRWR). 

Steelhead (O. mykiss): threatened 
California Central Valley (CCV). 

North American green sturgeon 
(Acipenser medisrostris): threatened 
southern distinct population segment 
(SDPS). 

Authority 

Scientific research and enhancement 
permits are issued in accordance with 
section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) and regulations governing 
listed fish and wildlife permits (50 CFR 
parts 222–227). NMFS issues permits 
based on findings that such permits: (1) 
Are applied for in good faith; (2) if 
granted and exercised, would not 
operate to the disadvantage of the listed 
species that are the subject of the 
permit; and (3) are consistent with the 
purposes and policy of Section 2 of the 
ESA. The authority to take listed species 
is subject to conditions set forth in the 
permits. 

Anyone requesting a hearing on an 
application listed in this notice should 
set out the specific reasons why a 
hearing on that application would be 
appropriate (see ADDRESSES). Such 
hearings are held at the discretion of the 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
NMFS. 

Permits Issued 

Permit 14808–2M 

A notice of the receipt of an 
application for the modification of 
scientific research and enhancement 
Permit 14808 was published in the 
Federal Register on August 20, 2015 (80 
FR 161). Permit 14808–2M was issued 
to CDFW on December 9, 2015 and 
expires on December 31, 2020. Permit 
14808–2M authorizes take of CVSR 
Chinook salmon, SRWR Chinook 
salmon, CCV steelhead, and SDPS green 
sturgeon associated with scientific 
research and monitoring activities in 
Sacramento River and San Joaquin River 
basins. The permit modification was 
requested in order to refine sampling 
methods, increase take levels and 
address changes to the proposed 
procedures. Additionally, CDFW 
requested that all ongoing research and 
monitoring be consolidated into a single 
section 10(a)(1)(A) Permit to improve 
efficiencies associated with reporting. In 
addition to the juvenile emigration 

monitoring at Knights Landing, which 
aims to compile information on timing, 
composition (species/run), and relative 
abundance of juvenile Chinook salmon 
and steelhead emigrating from the 
Upper Sacramento River system into the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, CDFW 
requested that the following research 
and monitoring efforts be included 
under Permit 14808–2M: (1) The Central 
Valley Steelhead Monitoring Program, 
that includes studies targeting CCV 
steelhead throughout the Sacramento 
River and San Joaquin River basins in 
order to examine the distribution, 
abundance, and population trends of 
CCV steelhead and provide the data 
necessary to help assess progress 
towards restoration and recovery goals; 
and (2) the Upper Sacramento River 
Restoration Site Monitoring, which will 
establish baseline use at proposed 
restoration sites to help determine the 
success once restoration projects are 
implemented through juvenile 
presence/absence surveys at various 
sites within the Upper Sacramento 
River. 

Permit 18181–2M 
A notice of the receipt of an 

application for the modification of 
enhancement Permit 18181 was 
published in the Federal Register on 
August 20, 2015 (80 FR 161). Permit 
18181–2M was issued to CDFW on 
December 9, 2015 and expires on 
December 31, 2020. Permit 18181–2M 
authorizes take of CVSR Chinook 
salmon, SRWR Chinook salmon, CCV 
steelhead, and SDPS green sturgeon 
associated with enhancement activities 
in the Upper Sacramento River and 
associated tributaries in Shasta and 
Tehama counties, the Colusa Basin 
Drainage Canal (CBDC), Wallace and 
Fremont weirs in the Yolo Bypass, and 
Tisdale Weir in the Sutter Bypass. 
Permit 18181–2M includes additional 
rescue and monitoring efforts that 
routinely occur throughout California’s 
Central Valley. Further, after conducting 
capture and relocation activities within 
the CBDC and at Wallace Weir, the 
project description, sampling 
methodologies and take estimates have 
been refined to better reflect the current 
rescue and enhancement operations. 
The primary purpose of this monitoring 
is to assess entrainment of ESA-listed 
salmonids and SDPS green sturgeon 
resulting from extreme environmental 
conditions and complex water 
operations within California’s Central 
Valley. CDFW will assess the conditions 
leading to entrainment and determine 
whether rescue and relocation activities 
are warranted. The rescue and 
relocation efforts authorized under 

Permit 18181–2M are: (1) The CBDC 
Trapping and Relocation Operation, 
which aims to trap and relocate adult 
Chinook salmon and other species of 
management concern before they enter 
and become entrained within the CDBC; 
(2) Monitoring of Sacramento River 
Flood Control Project Weirs and Flood 
Relief Structures, where bypasses are 
surveyed after high flow events to 
determine the level of entrainment and 
if warranted rescues will be conducted, 
with a specific focus on Tisdale and 
Fremont weirs in the Sacramento River 
basin; and (3) Upper Sacramento River 
Redd Dewatering Surveys and Rescue of 
Stranded Juvenile Winter-run Chinook 
Salmon, which allows CDFW biologists 
to predict the flow at which redds will 
be dewatered on a redd-by-redd basis 
and conduct rescues if necessary. 

Dated: August 15, 2016. 
Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–19891 Filed 8–19–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Licensing of 
Private Remote-Sensing Space 
Systems 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before October 21, 
2016. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Tahara Dawkins, 
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tahara.dawkins@noaa.gov or (301) 713– 
3385. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of a 

current information collection. 
NOAA has established requirements 

for the licensing of private operators of 
remote-sensing space systems. The 
information in applications and 
subsequent reports is needed to ensure 
compliance with the Land Remote- 
Sensing Policy Act of 1992 and with the 
national security and international 
obligations of the United States. The 
requirements are contained in 15 CFR 
part 960. 

II. Method of Collection 
Information is submitted via email. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0174. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
18. 

Estimated Time per Response: 40 
hours for the submission of a license 
application; 10 hours for the submission 
of a data protection plan; 5 hours for the 
submission of a plan describing how the 
licensee will comply with data 
collection restrictions; 3 hours for the 
submission of an operations plan for 
restricting collection or dissemination of 
imagery of Israeli territory; 3 hours for 
submission of a data flow diagram; 2 
hours for the submission of satellite sub- 
systems drawings; 3 hours for the 
submission of a final imaging system 
specifications document; 2 hours for the 
submission of a public summary for a 
licensed system; 2 hours for the 
submission of a preliminary design 
review; 2 hours for the submission of a 
critical design review; 1 hour for 
notification of a binding launch services 
contract; 1 hour for notification of 
completion of pre-ship review; 10 hours 
for the submission of a license 
amendment; 2 hours for the submission 
of a foreign agreement notification; 2 
hours for the submission of spacecraft 
operational information submitted when 
a spacecraft becomes operational; 2 
hours for notification of deviation in 
orbit or spacecraft disposition; 2 hours 
for notification of any operational 
deviation; 2 hours for notification of 
planned purges of information to the 
National Satellite Land Remote Sensing 
Data Archive; 3 hours for the 
submission of an operational quarterly 

report; 8 hours for an annual 
compliance audit; 10 hours for an 
annual operational audit; and 2 hours 
for notification of the demise of a 
system or a decision to discontinue 
system operations. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 552. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $1,000 in recordkeeping/ 
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: August 17, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–19984 Filed 8–19–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–HR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Evaluation of State Coastal 
Management Programs 

AGENCY: Office for Coastal Management 
(OCM), National Ocean Service (NOS), 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), Department of 
Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice 

SUMMARY: The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Office for Coastal Management will hold 
a public meeting to solicit comments on 
the performance evaluation of the Guam 
Coastal Management Program. 
DATES: Guam Coastal Management 
Program Evaluation: The public meeting 
will be held on September 28, 2016, and 
written comments must be received on 
or before October 5, 2016. 

For specific dates, times, and 
locations of the public meetings, see 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on the program or reserve NOAA 
intends to evaluate by any of the 
following methods: 

Public Meeting and Oral Comments: 
A public meeting will be held in 
Sinajana, Guam. For the specific 
location, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

Written Comments: Please direct 
written comments to Ralph Cantral, 
Senior Advisor, Policy, Planning, and 
Communications Division, Office for 
Coastal Management, NOS/NOAA, 1305 
East-West Highway, 11th Floor, N/
OCM1, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910, 
or email comments Ralph.Cantral@
noaa.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ralph Cantral, Senior Advisor, Policy, 
Planning and Communications Division, 
Office for Coastal Management, NOS/
NOAA, 1305 East-West Highway, 11th 
Floor, N/OCM1, Silver Spring, 
Maryland 20910, or Ralph.Cantral@
noaa.gov. Copies of the previous 
evaluation findings and related material 
(including past performance reports and 
notices prepared by NOAA’s Office for 
Coastal Management) may be obtained 
upon written request by contacting the 
person identified under FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT. Copies of the 
most recent evaluation findings and 
most recent progress report may also be 
downloaded or viewed on the Internet 
at http://coast.noaa.gov/czm/
evaluations. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
312 of the Coastal Zone Management 
Act (CZMA) requires NOAA to conduct 
periodic evaluations of federally 
approved state and territorial coastal 
programs. The process includes one or 
more public meetings, consideration of 
written public comments and 
consultations with interested Federal, 
state, and local agencies and members of 
the public. During the evaluation, 
NOAA will consider the extent to which 
the state has met the national objectives, 
adhered to the management program 
approved by the Secretary of Commerce, 
and adhered to the terms of financial 
assistance under the CZMA. When the 
evaluation is completed, NOAA’s Office 
for Coastal Management will place a 
notice in the Federal Register 
announcing the availability of the Final 
Evaluation Findings. 

Specific information on the periodic 
evaluation of the state and territorial 
coastal program that is the subject of 
this notice is detailed below as follows: 
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