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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL PERMITS, VESSEL, AND GEAR IDENTIFICATION, 

AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0075 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) issues permits, under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.; MSA), to foreign fishing vessels fishing or 
operating in Unites States (U.S.) federal waters.  The MSA and associated regulations at 50 CFR Part 
600 require permit applicants to submit  applications for the permits, that vessels and certain gear be 
marked for identification purposes, and that permit holders report their fishing effort and catch or, when 
processing fish, amount and locations of fish received from U.S. vessels.  These requirements apply to 
all foreign vessels fishing, transshipping, or processing fish in U.S. waters. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
Information is collected from persons who operate a foreign fishing vessel in U.S. waters to 
participate in a directed fishery or joint venture operation, transship fish harvested by a U.S. 
vessel to a location outside the U.S., or process fish in internal waters.  Each person may be 
required to submit information for a permit, mark their vessels and gear, or submit information 
about their vessel identification and fishing activities.  To facilitate observer coverage, foreign 
fishing vessel operators must provide a quarterly schedule of fishing effort and upon request 
must also provide observers with copies of any required records. For foreign fishing vessels that 
process fish in internal waters, the information collected varies somewhat from other foreign 
fishing vessels that participate in a directed fishery or a joint venture operation.  In particular 
these vessels may not be required to provide a permit application or mark their vessels.  
 
The information submitted in applications is used to determine whether permits should be used 
to authorize directed foreign fishing, participation in joint ventures with U.S. vessels, or 
transshipments of fish or fish products within U.S. waters.  The display of identifying numbers 
on vessels and gear aid in fishery law enforcement and allows other fishermen to report 
suspicious activity. Reporting of fishing activities allows monitoring of fish received by foreign 
vessels. Foreign fishing activity reports are made by radio when fishing begins or ceases, to 
report on transfers of fish, and to file weekly reports on the catch or receipt of fish and marine 
mammals.  Weekly reports may be submitted by fax or e-mail.  Recordkeeping requirement for 
foreign vessels include a communications log, a transfer log, a daily fishing log, a consolidated 
fishing or joint venture log, and a daily joint venture log.  These records must be maintained for 
three years.  Paper forms are used for foreign fishing vessel permit applications.  No 
information is submitted for the vessel and gear marking requirements. 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/laws_policies/msa/documents/msa_amended_2007.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/laws_policies/msa/documents/msa_amended_2007.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=b0305b51aa0659f4ea4f212516ab460b&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfrv12_02.tpl#0
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=b0305b51aa0659f4ea4f212516ab460b&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfrv12_02.tpl#0
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Electronic copies of forms for weekly reports and logs are available 
at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/gpea_forms/. Activity reports and permit applications may be 
submitted via e-mail. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Information collected in connection with these requirements is unique. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
This collection will not have a significant impact on small businesses, organizations or 
governmental entities. NOAA collects the minimum amount of information required to comply 
with applicable statutes and regulations.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Failure to collect the information would make it impossible for NMFS to carry out its 
responsibilities under the MSA.  If this information were to be collected less frequently, the 
management of fisheries stocks would be impaired and the fish stocks might be harmed. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
This collection requires reports more frequently than quarterly (e.g. on a weekly or daily basis) 
since quarterly reports are not timely enough to allow for monitoring of quotas and thus may not 
be adequate for collection of information necessary for stock assessment purposes. Otherwise, 
this information collection is conducted in a manner consistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice was published on January 9, 2017 (FR Doc. 2017-00150).  No 
comments were received. 
 
NMFS twice requested comments from the sole constituent (holder of a transshipment permit) 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/gpea_forms/
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currently impacted by this information collection. One comment was provided, but was deemed 
not relevant to data collection. NMFS International Affairs and Seafood Inspection has address 
the comment, which was on the cost of permitting, when reviewing the Service Cost 
Computation for the application fee. Otherwise, the stakeholder expressed satisfaction with the 
data collection requirements during the application process, as well as required for compliance 
with the regulation.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No gifts or payments are provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Data submitted based on this information collection will be accorded confidentiality pursuant to 
section 402 of the MSA and 50 CFR Part 600, Subpart E. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are included in this information collection. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We are estimating an annual burden of 82 hours for reporting and recordkeeping under this 
collection, broken down as follows; 56 hours for joint venture reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, 8 hours for foreign fishing and transshipment permit applications, 12 hours for 
reporting requirements for foreign vessels operating in internal waters, and 6 hours for foreign 
fishing vessel and gear identification requirements. Further details on how these burdens were 
calculated are below. 
 
With respect to the reporting requirements for foreign fishing joint ventures, we assume that an 
FFV would make 90 activity reports per year and 16 weekly reports per year, spending 6 minutes 
per report, totaling 106 responses and a burden of 11 hours [(90+16)(6) = 636/60 = 10.6 (11) 
hours]. 
 
For the annual recordkeeping requirements for joint ventures, we assume the FFV would need 30 
minutes per day to maintain the appropriate logs.  Assuming the vessel permitted to harvest fish 
and participate in a JV requires 30 minutes per record-keeping day for 90 days per year, there 
will be 90 responses and 45 hours’ burden [(30)(90) = 2,700/60 = 45]. 
 
With respect to foreign fishing, joint venture, and transshipment permit application requirements, 
we estimate preparation of the annual application package including the vessel identification 
form will take approximately 2 hours for a directed fishing application, 2 hours for a joint 
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venture application, and 45 minutes each for hours for 5 transshipment applications (totaling 
3.75 (4) hours), for a total of 7 responses and 8 hours. 
 
With respect to reporting requirements for foreign vessels operating in internal waters, we 
estimate an annual burden of 12 hours for this collection.  It is estimated that 2 foreign fishing 
vessels per year will engage in internal waters operations.  Each vessel is estimated to operate for 
12 weeks per year.  Weekly fishing and marine mammal reports are estimated to require 30 
minutes each to fill out and submit.  Therefore, the annual reporting burden for submitting 
reports, per vessel, is estimated to be: 30 minutes per week for 12 weeks= 6 hours.  The total 
responses will be 24, and hours, 12 (6 hr/vessel x 2 vessels). 
 
With respect to foreign fishing vessel identification requirements, it is estimated 7 vessels would 
be affected, and that it would takes 15 minutes to mark each of the three locations: 7 responses 
and 5 hours (7 vessels x 3 markings x 15 minutes/marking = 5.25 (5) hours.  
 
With respect to gear identification requirements, we estimate that it would take 30 minutes to 
mark two buoys attached to each line of gear, that there would be two lines of gear per vessel, 
and that it would take 15 minutes to attach one light to each buoy attached to the terminals of 
each line. While this means that the average response time per vessel would be 75 minutes, we 
do not anticipate that there will be any directed foreign fishing, so no vessels will actually be 
subject to the gear identification requirement.  Therefore, we ask approval for 1 response and 
1 hour of burden as a placeholder for the gear identification requirement.  
 
Total respondents, responses and hours: 7; 235 and 82. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record- 
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The estimated total annual cost to the public is $3,337 in recordkeeping/reporting costs, broken 
down as follows: 
 
For foreign fishing joint venture reporting requirements, the cost to respondents would include 
fax transmissions, copying and/or phone calls to appropriate NMFS and Coast Guard offices 
averaging $2.00 per weekly report and daily log, totaling $212. 
 
For foreign fishing vessel permit applications, copying and mailing costs are estimated at $30 
with application fees estimated at $2,848 for a total cost of $2,878. 
 
For foreign fishing vessels operating in internal waters reporting requirements, the costs to 
respondents would include fax or email transmissions that should not exceed $12 per month or 
$3 per week.  On an annualized basis, such costs would be estimated to be 2 vessels X 12 weekly 
reports at $3 per weekly report or $72 per year. 
 
For foreign fishing vessel and gear identification requirements, we estimate paint and brush costs 
at $25 per vessel for a total cost of $175.  



5 
 

 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Annualized costs to the Federal Government has been estimated at $3,514 to cover computer, 
mailing, and salary costs needed to process applications and issue permits for foreign fishing 
vessels. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no program changes. Adjustment: respondents have been corrected from 8 to 7. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR FOREIGN FISHING APPLICATIONS 
REQUESTING PERMITS TO BE ISSUED UNDER SECTION 204 OF 
THE MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND 
MANAGEMENT ACT 

 
Requests for permits to be issued under Section 204(b) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(MSFCMA) must be submitted by an authorized representative of a 
foreign nation having a Governing International Fishery 
Agreement with 
the United States. Representatives of applicant foreign 
fishing nations must complete Vessel Identification Forms 
(VIFs), as appropriate, complete and sign the basic application 
form for vessel permits to be issued under Section 204(b), and 
answer the supplemental questions on joint venture operations.
 This 
material must be submitted to the Department of State's Bureau 
of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs, 
Office of Marine Conservation, Washington, D.C. 20520 (Phone 
(202) 647-3940, Fax (202) 736-7350). At the time the 
application material is submitted to the Department of State, an 
application fee of $817.00 per vessel must be submitted to the 
Department of Commerce's National Marine Fisheries Service, 
Office of International Affairs, 1315 East West Highway, Silver 
Spring, Maryland 20910 (Phone (301) 427-8365, Fax (301) 713-
2313). 
Checks must be drawn on U.S. banks and made payable to 
"Department of Commerce - NOAA." Processing of applications 
does not begin until application fees are paid. 

 
Requests for permits to be issued under Section 204(d) of the 
MSFCMA may be submitted by any person. Applicants must complete 
VIFs, as appropriate, together with a cover letter describing 
the nature of the transshipments to be conducted and confirming 
that the applicant will comply with the requirements of Section 
201(c)(2) of the MSFCMA with respect to activities authorized by 
any permit issued pursuant to the application. This material, 
together with an application fee of $817.00 per vessel, must be 
submitted to the Department of Commerce's National Marine 
Fisheries Service, Office of International Affairs, 1315 East 
West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 (Phone (301) 427-
8350, 
Fax (301) 713-2313). Checks must be drawn on U.S. banks 
and made payable to "Department of Commerce - NOAA."
 Processing 
of applications does not begin until application fees are paid. 



*** 

Submission of application information is mandatory in order to 
be considered for a permit and is used in determining if a 
permit should be issued. Except for any price information 
considered 
and identified as confidential by applicants, application 
information is not confidential. Public reporting burden for 
this collection of information is estimated to average 
slightly over 2 hours for joint venture applications, 1.5 
hours for fishing applications, and 0.75 hours for 
transshipment applications. 
 
These estimates include the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any 
other aspect of reducing this burden to the Office of 
International Affairs (F/IA), National Marine Fisheries Service, 
1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required 
to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for 
failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to 
the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that 
collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control 
Number. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  OMB Control No. 0648-0075 
Expiration Date:  6/30/2014 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FISHING VESSEL 

IDENTIFICATION FORMS (VIF's) FOR FOREIGN FISHING PERMITS TO BE 
ISSUED UNDER THE MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION 

AND MANAGEMENT ACT (MSFCMA) 
 
Complete a VIF form for each vessel for which a permit is 
requested. Please read the instructions carefully before 
beginning to enter information. VIFs for permits to be issued 
under Section 204(b) of the MSFCMA (e.g., joint venture 
permits) should be submitted together with other appropriate 
application material to the Department of State. VIFs for 
permits to be issued under Section 204(d) of the MSFCMA (i.e., 
transshipment permits) should be submitted together with other 
appropriate application material to the Department of Commerce. 
Timely submissions of completed applications will ensure prompt 
consideration of requests. 

 
Type the form in English. Complete all appropriate items, 
except the space near the top, right-hand corner labeled "NO:." 

 
(1) Vessel Name: Enter the name of the vessel. Where 
necessary, transliterate into Roman characters. Do not 
translate the name into English. 

 
(2) Call Sign: Enter the vessel identifying markings 
permanently affixed to the vessel as required by the foreign 
fishing regulations, normally the international radio call 
sign. 

 
(3) Hull Number: Enter the hull number or other alpha-
numeric mark on the vessel. 

 
(4) Vessel Type: Enter one of the following vessel types: 

Stern Trawler/Processor Factory Ship 
(small: 0 - 289 GRT) Refrigerated 
Transport (medium: 290 - 1,399 GRT) Cargo 
Transport 
(large: 1,400 plus GRT) Tanker 

If other than one of the above, identify and describe the type. 

(5) Length: Enter the vessel's overall length to the 
nearest meter. 

 
(6) Gross Tons: Enter the gross registered tonnage, rounded 
to the nearest metric ton. 

 



(7) Net Tons: Enter the net registered tonnage, rounded to 
the nearest metric ton. 

 
(8) Maximum Speed: Enter the vessel's maximum speed in 
nautical miles per hour. 
 
(9) Owner Name and Address: Enter the names and mailing 
addresses of all owners of the vessel. If there is more than 
one owner, enter the first name and address on the form and the 
other names and addresses on attached pages. "Owner" includes any 
person, company, or government agency that own(s) the vessels; 
any charterer, whether bare boat, time, or voyage; and any 
person or company that acts in the capacity of a charterer, 
including, but not limited to, parties to a management 
agreement, operating agreement, or any similar agreement that 
bestows control over the destination, function, or operation of 
the vessel. 

 
(10) Agent Name and Address: Enter the name and address of the 
person in the United States that will act as agent for the 
vessel in accordance with the requirement at Section 
201(c)(2)(F) of the MSFCMA. 

 
(11) Processing Equipment: List any fish processing 
equipment aboard the vessel such as fillet lines, freezers, 
surimi plant, fish meal/oil plant, etc. 

 
(12) Hold Capacity: Enter in cubic meters the hold capacity 
for each hold or other space (including flash freezers) in which 
fish or fish products may be stored. Use 
bale capacity only. If there are more than four (4) holds, 
give the total hold capacity in cubic meters. Otherwise, list 
the holds individually. Record this information accurately; the 
information is used by NMFS enforcement and U.S. Coast Guard 
personnel to determine the quantity of fish or fish products 
aboard the vessel. 

 
(13) Indicate if the vessel has fished in the EEZ in prior 
years by listing the last permit application number. If the 
vessel has never applied for a permit, indicate "none" in the 
space provided. 

(14) If joint venture activities are requested, place an "X" 
after "YES" and attach the required supplemental information 
(see supplemental questions on joint ventures). 

 
(15) Indicate if the vessel is certified to be in compliance 
with the flag nation's health and safety standards by placing 
an "X" in the space provided. 

 
(16) Fisheries for Which a Permit is Requested: 



Fishery: If the vessel is applying for a permit to be issued 
under Section 204(b) of the MSFCMA (e.g., a joint venture 
permit), enter the three letter code from the following list 
for each fishery for which an application is made: 

 
NWA - Northwest Atlantic Ocean 
 
Requested Species: If the vessel is applying for a permit to be 
issued under Section 204(b) of the MSFCMA, list the species 
requested for joint ventures. 

 
Gear: Leave blank. 

Catch:  Leave blank. 

Process: Leave blank. 

Activity - Other: If the vessel is applying for a permit to be 
issued under Section 204(b) of the MSFCMA, using the Activity 
Codes listed in Attachment 1, designate the activities 
requested in each fishery using the format shown in Attachment 
2. 

 
(17) If the vessel is applying for a permit to be issued under 
Section 204(d) of the MSFCMA, enter the latitude and longitude 
of the transshipment point requested. 

 
(18) If the vessel is applying for a permit to be issued under 
Section 204(d) of the MSFCMA, indicate whether the transshipment 
point requested above is in the internal or territorial waters 
of a State and identify the State. 



 A C T I V I T Y 

FISHERY SPECIES/TRANSHP. 
LOCATION 

GEAR CATCH PROCESS OTHER 

      

 

                               OMB Control NO. 0648-0075  

EXPIRATION DATE: 06/30/2014 
 

FISHING VESSEL IDENTIFICATION FORM (VIF)  
NO:  

 

(1) VESSEL NAME: (2) CALL SIGN:  

(3) HULL NO: (4) VESSEL TYPE:  

(5) LENGTH (METERS): (6) GROSS TONS:  

(7) NET TONS: (8) MAX SPEED (KNOTS):  

(9) OWNER NAME:  

ADDRESS:  
 

(10) AGENT NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

(11) PROCESSING EQUIPMENT:  

(12) HOLD CAPACITY (IN CUBIC METERS - BALE CAPACITY ONLY): 

HOLD #1: HOLD #2: HOLD #3: HOLD #4:  

(IF MORE THAN 4 HOLDS, GIVE TOTAL HOLD CAPACITY)   

(13) LIST LAST APPLICATION NUMBER IF NONE, CHECK   

(14) ARE JOINT VENTURE OPERATIONS BEING REQUESTED? YES NO (IF YES, 
ATTACH JOINT VENTURE SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSES) 

 
(15) CHECK IF VESSEL IS CERTIFIED TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

FLAG NATION'S HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS   
 
(16) FISHERY FOR WHICH PERMIT IS REQUESTED: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(17) TRANSSHIPMENT POINT (LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE)   

 

(18) IS TRANSSHIPMENT POINT WITHIN THE INTERNAL OR TERRITORIAL WATERS 
OF A STATE? YES NO IF YES, IDENTIFY STATE   



 

 



DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE DATE     

OMB CONL No. 
0648-0075 
EXPIRATION 
DATE 
6/30/2017 

 
 

 
 

WEEKLY MARINE MAMMAL REPORT 
 

Page of   
 

VESSEL NAME 
 

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 
 

 
WEEK ENDING 

PERMIT NUMBER IRCS MONTH/DAY 
 

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 
 

CONDITION CODES 
1. KILLED DURING CAPTURE 2. INJURED DURING CAPTURE 
3. DEAD BEFORE CAPTURE (DECOMPOSED)    4. UNINJURED 

 
RECORD THE CATCH OF INDIVIDUAL ANIMALS UNLESS TWO OR MORE WERE TAKEN TOGETHER 
AND WERE IN THE SAME CONDITION 

 
DATE 

(MM/DD) 
LATITUDE 
(DEGREES) 

LONGITUDE 
(DEGREES) 

SPECIES 
CODE 

STATUS 
CODE 

NUMBER FLAG 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       



DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE DATE    
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
will continue to collect AD and CVD 
cash deposits at the rates in effect at the 
time of entry for all imports of subject 
merchandise. The effective date of the 
continuation of the orders will be the 
date of publication in the Federal 
Register of this notice of continuation. 
Pursuant to section 751(c)(2) of the Act, 
the Department intends to initiate the 
next five-year sunset reviews of the 
orders not later than 30 days prior to the 
fifth anniversary of the effective date of 
continuation. 

These five-year sunset reviews and 
this notice are in accordance with 
section 751(c) of the Act and published 
pursuant to section 777(i)(1) of the Act 
and 19 CFR 351.218(f)(4). 

Dated: January 3, 2017 
Paul Piquado, 
Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance. 
[FR Doc. 2017–00140 Filed 1–6–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF136 

Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Pacific Council) 
Highly Migratory Species Advisory 
Subpanel (HMSAS) will hold a webinar, 
which is open to the public. 
DATES: The HMSAS webinar will be on 
Tuesday, January 31, 2017, from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Pacific Time, or when 
business for the day is complete. 
ADDRESSES: To attend the HMSAS 
webinar visit this link: http://
www.gotomeeting.com/online/webinar/ 
join-webinar. Enter the Webinar ID: 
957–023–963. Please enter your name 
and email address (required). After 
logging into the webinar, dial this TOLL 
number +1 (562) 247–8422 (not a toll- 
free number), enter the attendee phone 
audio access code 370–921–429, then 
enter your audio phone PIN (shown 
after joining the webinar). Participants 
are encouraged to use their telephone, 
as this is the best practice to avoid 
technical issues and excessive feedback. 
If you do not select ‘‘Use Telephone’’ 
after joining the webinar you will be 

connected to audio using your 
computer’s microphone and speakers 
(VolP). You may send an email to Mr. 
Kris Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov) or contact him at (503) 820– 
2280, extension 425 for technical 
assistance. A listening station will also 
be provided at the Pacific Council 
office. 

Council address: Pacific Council, 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, 
Portland, OR 97220–1384. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kit 
Dahl, Pacific Council; telephone: (503) 
820–2422. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
HMSAS will be briefed on proposed 
changes to the Fishery Management 
Plan for U.S. West Coast Fisheries for 
Highly Migratory Species (HMS FMP). 
Changes are proposed in Chapters 1, 4, 
6, and 8. These changes are not 
intended to change the management 
framework described in the FMP or any 
related policies; rather, edits to update 
descriptive information and improve the 
readability of the document. 

Although nonemergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during the 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Technical Information and System 
Requirements 

PC-based attendees: Windows® 7, 
Vista, or XP operating system required. 
Mac®-based attendees: Mac OS® X 10.5 
or newer required. Mobile attendees: 
iPhone®, iPad®, AndroidTM phone or 
Android tablet required (use 
GoToMeeting Webinar Apps). 

Special Accommodations 

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Mr. 
Kris Kleinschmidt at (503) 820–2280 at 
least 10 days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: January 4, 2017. 

Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–00114 Filed 1–6–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Foreign Fishing 
Vessel Permits, Vessel, and Gear 
Identification, and Reporting 
Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 10, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Christopher Rogers, Office 
for International Affairs and Seafood 
Inspection (F/IS5), 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 
20910, 301–427–8350 or 
christopher.rogers@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) issues 
permits, under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.; MSA), to 
foreign fishing vessels fishing or 
operating in United States’ (U.S.) 
waters. MSA and associated regulations 
at 50 CFR part 600 require that vessels 
apply for fishing permits, that vessels 
and certain gear be marked for 
identification purposes, that observers 
be embarked on selected vessels, and 
that permit holders report their fishing 
effort and catch or, when processing fish 
under joint ventures, the amount and 
locations of fish received from U.S. 
vessels. These requirements apply to all 
foreign vessels fishing, transshipping, or 
processing fish in U.S. waters. 
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Information is collected from persons 
who operate a foreign fishing vessel in 
U.S. waters to participate in a directed 
fishery or joint venture operation, 
transship fish harvested by a U.S. vessel 
to a location outside the U.S., or process 
fish in internal waters. Each person 
operating a foreign fishing vessel under 
MSA authority may be required to 
submit information for a permit, mark 
their vessels and gear, or submit 
information about their fishing 
activities. To facilitate observer 
coverage, foreign fishing vessel 
operators must provide a quarterly 
schedule of fishing effort and upon 
request must also provide observers 
with copies of any required records. For 
foreign fishing vessels that process fish 
in internal waters, the information 
collected varies somewhat from other 
foreign fishing vessels that participate in 
a directed fishery or a joint venture 
operation. In particular, these vessels 
may not be required to provide a permit 
application or mark their vessels. The 
information submitted in applications is 
used to determine whether permits 
should be used to authorize directed 
foreign fishing, participation in joint 
ventures with U.S. vessels, or 
transshipments of fish or fish products 
within U.S. waters. The display of 
identifying numbers on vessels and gear 
aid in fishery law enforcement and 
allows other fishermen to report 
suspicious activity. Reporting of fishing 
activities allows monitoring of fish 
received by foreign vessels. 

II. Method of Collection 
Foreign fishing activity reports are 

made by radio when fishing begins or 
ceases, to report on transfers of fish, and 
to file weekly reports on the catch or 
receipt of fish. Weekly reports may be 
submitted by fax or email. 
Recordkeeping requirements for foreign 
vessels include a communications log, a 
transfer log, a daily fishing log, a 
consolidated fishing or joint venture log, 
and a daily joint venture log. These 
records must be maintained for three 
years. Paper forms are used for foreign 
fishing vessel permit applications. No 
information is submitted to NMFS for 
the vessel and gear marking 
requirements. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0075. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved collection). 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 8. 
Estimated Time per Response: For 

permit applications: One and one half 

hours for an application for a directed 
fishery; two hours for a joint venture 
application, and 45 minutes for a 
transshipment permit; for fishing 
activity reporting: 6 minutes for a joint 
venture report; 30 minutes per day for 
joint venture record-keeping; and 7.5 
minutes per day for record-keeping by 
transport vessels; for weekly reports, 30 
minutes per response; for foreign vessel 
and gear identification marking: 15 
minutes per marking. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 82. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $3,337 in recordkeeping/ 
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 4, 2017. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–00150 Filed 1–6–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Management and 
Oversight of the National Estuarine 
Research Reserve System 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 

take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 10, 2017. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Erica Seiden, 240–533–0781, 
Erica.Seiden@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
current information collection. 

The Coastal Zone Management Act of 
1972 (CZMA; 16 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.) 
provides for the designation of estuarine 
research reserves representative of 
various regions and estuarine types in 
the United States to provide 
opportunities for long-term research, 
education and interpretation. During the 
site selection and designation process, 
information is collected from states in 
order to prepare a management plan and 
environmental impact statement. 
Designated reserves apply annually for 
operations funds by submitting a work 
plan; subsequently progress reports are 
required every six months for the 
duration of the award. Each reserve 
compiles an ecological characterization 
or site profile to describe the biological 
and physical environment of the 
reserve, research to date and research 
gaps. Reserves revise their management 
plans every five years. This information 
is required to ensure that reserves are 
adhering to regulations and that the 
reserves are in keeping with the purpose 
for which they were designated. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper submissions. 
Methods of submittal include email of 
electronic forms, and mail and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0121. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Non-profit 
institutions; state, local, or tribal 
government. 
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