
NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

                                                                                                                       Date 09/26/2011

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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TITLE:  Weather Modification Activities Reports
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Previous 110 55 275
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   Change due to New Statute 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0 0

   Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0 0

   Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA 0 0 0
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Activities Reports - Initial 
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION
Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer.  Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement,  and any
additional documentation to:  Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102, 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC  20503. 

 1.  Agency/Subagency originating request

     

 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None

        a.                    -                                        

 3.  Type of information collection (check one)

   a. [   ]  New Collection 

   b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

   c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

   d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   f.  [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

 4.  Type of review requested (check one)
   a. [   ] Regular submission
   b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by               /             /              
   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

 6.  Requested expiration date
   a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:     /    

 7. Title                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                      

 8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)    

 9. Keywords                                               
                         

10. Abstract                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                    
                            

11.  Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.        Individuals or households    d.         Farms
b.         Business or other for-profit e.         Federal Government
c.         Not-for-profit institutions    f.         State, Local or Tribal Government

 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
     a. [    ] Voluntary
     b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
     c. [    ] Mandatory

13.  Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
     a. Number of respondents                       

     b. Total annual responses                     
        1. Percentage of these responses
           collected electronically                        %
     c. Total annual hours requested                                 
     d. Current OMB inventory                     

     e. Difference                                                            
     f. Explanation of difference
        1. Program change                            
        2. Adjustment                                            

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of                 
      dollars)
    a. Total annualized capital/startup costs                         

    b. Total annual costs (O&M)                                          

    c. Total annualized cost requested                           

    d. Current OMB inventory                                                     

    e. Difference                                                                
    f.  Explanation of difference

       1. Program change                                                          

       2. Adjustment                                                           

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all            
others that apply with "X")
 a.       Application for benefits       e.      Program planning or management
 b.       Program evaluation             f.      Research   
 c.       General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.       Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a.  [   ] Recordkeeping                 b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c.  [  ] Reporting
         1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly                3. [   ] Monthly  
         4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually       6. [   ] Annually 
         7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)                                              

17. Statistical methods
     Does this information collection employ statistical methods                            
                                        [   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding 
      the content of this submission)

    Name:                                             
    Phone:                                          

 OMB 83-I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        10/95



       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        10/95



Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)   

 Signature Date

 Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

 Signature Date

10/95
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 SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 WEATHER MODIFICATION ACTIVITIES REPORTS 
 OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0025 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for extension of this information collection. 
 
P.L. 92-205, enacted December 18, 1971 (amended by Public Law 94-490, Section 6(b), October 
15, 1976) requires that all non-federal weather modification activities in the United States and its 
territories be reported to the Secretary of Commerce.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration has implemented the Act and the current reporting requirements are published in 
the Code of Federal Regulations (15 CFR 908). 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. 
 
Respondents to this data collection are operators of aircraft which engage in cloud-seeding and 
other related activities in an attempt to modify the weather, i.e., to increase precipitation, mitigate 
hail, and disperse fog.  They are required to file two one-page reports annually.  Each project 
must file with NOAA an initial report (Form 17-4) and a final report (Form 17-4A) - or an 
interim report on the same form if the project continues beyond December 31.   
 
NOAA assembles, analyzes, and retains records of reported weather modification activities, 
makes the records publicly available to the fullest extent practicable, and publishes summaries 
from time to time.  The intent of the program is to increase expertise in the field of weather 
modification, to allow scientists and other concerned persons to have access to information on 
current and past efforts at weather modification, to help avoid unneeded and wasteful 
duplications, to aid in preventing territorial overlapping of weather modification operations, to 
provide data to assess possible harmful or dangerous activities, and to furnish information to 
check both desirable and undesirable atmospheric changes against records of weather 
modification efforts.  
 
To meet this objective, information is collected on the location and size of the target area, names 
and addresses of sponsors and operators, beginning and ending dates of the project, specific 
purpose, description of apparatus and seeding agents to be used, number of days of operations, 
number of hours of operations of each type of weather modification apparatus, and total amount 
of seeding agent used. 
 
The reports of weather modification activities on file with NOAA as a result of the reporting 
program furnish useful information for several purposes.  Persons planning projects, writing 
news articles, or preparing term papers request historical and current data for individual states, 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode15/usc_sup_01_15_10_9A.html�
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=896065d9b40fc0f3cadc1640961baffa&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title15/15cfr908_main_02.tpl�


 
 2 

regions, or the United States.  Congressional staffs, Federal and State officials, and private 
citizens inquire or complain about weather modification activities that are thought to be 
associated with adverse weather conditions.  On occasion, plaintiffs, defendants, or their lawyers 
ask for records of activities in connection with law suits.  Even the practitioners upon whom the 
reporting burden is placed are interested in the level of activity throughout the country, and 
summary reports have been prepared (at their request) for publication in their association journal 
in the years when an official NOAA report has not been published.  The data contained in the 
reports are also used to provide information (1) required by a March 26, 1975, U.S.- Canada 
agreement to exchange information on weather modification activities within 200 miles of our 
common boundary and (2) to the World meteorological Organization (WMO) for publication in 
its yearly “Register of National Weather Modification Projects”. 
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  NOAA will 
retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic 
information.  See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on 
confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines.  Although the information collected is not expected to 
be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, technical or 
general informational publications.  Should NOAA decide to disseminate the information, it will 
be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 
of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Beginning in 2000, the NOAA Forms 17-4 and 17-4A became available on the Internet at 
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~noaaforms/eforms/ in order for the respondents to have 
the capability of being able to fill-out and print forms on-line.  However, the forms can not be 
submitted electronically at this time because the forms are required to be signed by the 
equipment operator.  The forms may be faxed to (301) 713-1459 to the attention of Karen 
Williams or may be mailed to the NOAA - Weather Modification Reporting Office in Silver 
Spring, MD.  Electronic signature capability is being planned but security requirements are still 
to be addressed.  The NOAA Forms 17-4 and 17-4A are still available by mail to those who do 
not have access to a computer.   
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
NOAA is the only organization/activity collecting this information. 
 
 
 

http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html�
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html�
http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/~noaaforms/eforms/�
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
To the best of our knowledge, this reporting activity has no significant impact on small 
businesses, organizations, or government entities.  Only minimal information is required and the 
forms are designed to minimize the burden on the reporting entity. 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Current information is needed to respond to Congressional and public requests for information, 
and most projects require only an initial and final report each year.  Lack of this information 
would render the Government unable to comply with requests for data as outlined in Question 2, 
and the data that is used for so many purposes would be unavailable. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
This collection is being conducted in a manner consistent with the guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on April 5, 2011 (76 FR 18723) solicited public comment 
on this renewal.   
 
The following comment was received: Consider having web or email submissions of the 17-4 
and 17-4A forms allowable. We have informed the commenter that we are currently looking into 
making electronic signature capability available, so that forms can be submitted electronically. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments, gifts, or remuneration of any kind are provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
No confidentiality is promised or provided. 
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked on the report. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We expect approximately 55 respondents annually.  They are required to file two one-page 
reports annually.  Each project must file with NOAA an initial report (Form 17-4) and a final 
report (Form 17-4A - or an interim report on the same form if the project continues beyond 
December 31).  The annual burden for these activities is estimated to be:      
 

55 respondents x 1 Form 17-4   x 30 minutes = 27.5 hours 
55 respondents x 1 Form 17-4A x 30 minutes = 27.5 hours 
 
Totals: 55 respondents, 110 responses, and 55 hours. 
 
 

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection. 
 
The annual cost burden for copying, mailing minimal long-distance telephone costs, and filing is 
approximately $4.00 - $5.00 per respondent.  55 respondents x $5 = $275. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The total annual cost to the Federal Government of this reporting is estimated at $15,505.00.  
The following is the breakdown: 
 

Personnel compensation   $10,285 
Personnel benefits        2,520 
Transportation of things              0  
Rents, Communications, Utilities      1,500 
Printing and Reproduction       1,200 

 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no changes or adjustments. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The data is used by special request, i.e., responses to various queries, except for an annual report 
which is provided to the National Weather Service (NWS) for transmittal to the World 
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Meteorological Report.  This report is a compilation of fiscal year data and is sent to NWS on a 
spreadsheet. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
N/A. 
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limits, the Under Secretary’s review will 
ordinarily be limited to the written 
record for decision, including the 
transcript of any hearing, and any 
submissions by the parties concerning 
the recommended decision. 

(d) Delivery. The final decision and 
implementing order shall be served on 
the parties and will be publicly 
available in accordance with § 766.20 of 
this part. 

(e) Appeals. The charged party may 
appeal the Under Secretary’s written 
order within 15 days to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia pursuant to 50 U.S.C. app. 
§ 2412(c)(3). 
[FR Doc. 2011–7847 Filed 4–4–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DT–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Weather 
Modification Activities Reports 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 6, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Karen Williams, (301) 734– 
1196 or karen.williams@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
Section 6(b) of Public Law 92–205 

requires that persons who engage in 
weather modification activities (e.g., 
cloud seeding) provide reports prior to 
and after the activity. They are also 
required to maintain certain records. 
The requirements are detailed in 15 CFR 

part 908. NOAA uses the data for 
scientific research, historical statistics, 
international reports and other 
purposes. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents have a choice of either 
electronic or paper forms. Methods of 
submittal include e-mail of electronic 
forms, mail and facsimile transmission 
of paper forms. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0025. 
Form Number: NOAA Forms 17–4 

and 17–4A. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

55. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 30 

minutes per report (2 reports each). 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 55. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $275. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 31, 2011. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2011–8002 Filed 4–4–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KD–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper IFQ 
Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other federal agencies to take 
this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 6, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Rich Malinowski, (727) 824– 
5305 or Rich.Malinowski@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for an extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) Southeast Region 
manages the Unites States (U.S.) 
fisheries of the exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) off the South Atlantic, Caribbean, 
and Gulf of Mexico under the Fishery 
Management Plans (FMP) for each 
Region. The Regional Fishery 
Management Councils prepared the 
FMPs pursuant to the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. NMFS manages the 
red snapper fishery in the waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico under the Reef Fish 
FMP. The Individual Fishing Quota 
(IFQ) program was implemented to 
reduce the overcapacity in the fishery 
and end the derby fishing conditions 
that resulted from that 
overcapitalization. 

The recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements at 50 CFR part 622 form 
the basis for this collection of 
information. NMFS Southeast Region 
requests information from fishery 
participants. This information, upon 
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 NOAA FORM 17-4A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
 (4-81) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 


INTERIM ACTIVITY REPORTS AND FINAL REPORT


 This report is required by Public Law 92-205; 85 Stat. 735; 145 U.S.C. 330b. Knowing and
 willful violation of any rule adopted under the authority of Section 2 of Public Law 92-205
 shall subject the person violating such rule to a fine of not more than $10,000, upon 
conviction thereof.


 Form Approved OMB No. 0648-0025 
Expires 03/31/08


 NOAA FILE NUMBER 


INTERIM 
REPORT 


FINAL 
REPORT


 Complete in accordance with instructions on reverse and forward one copy to:
 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
 Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
 1315 East-West Highway SSMC-3 Room 11216
 Silver Spring, MD 20910 


REPORTING PERIOD


 FROM TO 


MONTH 


(a) 


NUMBER OF 
MODIFICATION 


DAYS 


(b) 
NUMBER OF MODIFICATION DAYS PER 


MAJOR PURPOSE 


(c) 
HOURS OF APPARATUS 


OPERATION BY TYPE 


(d) 


TYPE AND AMOUNT OF AGENT USED 


INCREASE 
PRECIPITA­


TION 


ALLEVIATE OTHER AIRBORNE GROUND SILVER 
IODIDE 


CARBON 
DIOXIDE 


UREA SODIUM 
CHLORIDE 


OTHER 


HAIL FOG 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


TOTAL 


TOTALS 
FOR FINAL 
REPORT 


DATE ON WHICH FINAL WEATHER MODIFICATION ACTIVITY OCCURRED (For Final Report only.) 


CERTIFICATION:  I certify that all statements in this report on this weather 
modification project are complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and are 
made in good faith. 


NAME OF REPORTING PERSON 


AFFILIATION SIGNATURE 


STREET ADDRESS OFFICIAL TITLE 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE DATE 







INSTRUCTIONS FOR INTERIM AND FINAL REPORTS



Any person engaged in any weather modification project or activity in the United States on January 1 in 
any year shall submit one copy of this form setting forth as of such date the information required with 
respect to each such continuing project or activity not previously furnished in a prior interim report. The 
box indicating “Interim Report” should be checked. The January 1 date shall not apply if other 
arrangements have previously been made with the written approval of the Administrator of NOAA. The 
report shall be received by NOAA not later than 45 days following the end of the reported period. 


Upon completion of a project or activity one copy of this report shall be submitted and the box checked 
indicating “Final Report.” The final report shall be received by NOAA not later than 45 days after the 
completion of the project or activity. 


The NOAA File Number should be filled in for any project for which the Administrator has assigned a file 
number. 


A supplemental report in letter form referring to the appropriate NOAA file number must be made to the 
Administrator if the “Interim” or “Final” reports are found to contain any material inaccuracies, 
misstatements, and omissions. 


INTERIM REPORT 


The information in Items (a) through (d) on the report form should be provided as prescribed below for 
the months to which the report pertains. I no data are applicable for any given item in any month, enter 
zero. 


Item (a). Enter number of days on which actual weather modification activities took place. 


Item (b). Enter in the appropriate column number of days on which modification activities were 
conducted, segregated by each of the major purposes of the activities. Normally, the total 
of entries in (b) would equal total in (a). 


Item (c). Enter in the appropriate column total number of hours of operation of each type of weather 
modification apparatus, (i.e., net hours of agent release). If the form does not contain 
sufficient space, report additional types on a separate sheet. 


Item (d). Enter in the appropriate column total amount of agent used, by type. If the form does not 
contain sufficient space, report additional types on a separate sheet. Silver Iodide (grams), 
Carbon Dioxide (pounds), Urea (gallons), Sodium Chloride (grams), Other (indicate on a 
separate sheet the type and unit of measure). 


The totals for these items shall be provided for the period covered by the interim report. 


FINAL REPORT 


The final report shall contain the information required for interim reports, to the extent not previously 
reported. In addition, the items designated as “Totals for Final Report” should be reported. This 
information should pertain to the entire project or activity period, rather than only the period since the last 
interim report. At the space at the end of the form, enter the date on which final weather modification 
activity occurred. 







INFORMATION PROVIDED UNDER THE PROVISIONS

OF THE



PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995



The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 requires that individuals or organizations be provided with the 
following information if they provide information on paper forms which are collected by the Federal 
Government. 


1. Public Law 92-205, enacted December 18, 1971 (amended by Public Law 94-490, Section 6(b), 
October 15, 1976) requires that all non-federal weather modification activities in the United States and its 
territories be reported to the Secretary of Commence. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration has implemented the Act and the current reporting requirements are published in the 
Catalog of Federal Regulations (15 CFR 908). 


2. The intent of the program is to increase expertise in the field of weather modification, to allow 
scientists and other concerned persons to have access to information on current and past efforts at 
weather modification, to help avoid unneeded and wasteful duplications, to aid in preventing territorial 
overlapping of weather modification operations, to provide data to assess possible harmful or dangerous 
activities, and to furnish information to check both desirable and undesirable atmospheric changes 
against records of weather modification efforts. To meet this objective, information is collected on the 
location and size of the target area, names and addresses of sponsors and operators, beginning and 
ending dates of the project, specific purpose, description of apparatus and seeding agents to be used, 
number of days of operations, number of hours of operations of each type of weather modification 
apparatus, and total amount of seeding agent used. 


3. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average .5 hours per response, 
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining 
the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any other aspect of this data collection, including suggestions for reducing this 
burden, to Ms. Karen Williams, DOC/NOAA/OAR, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 


4. Reporting of this information under PUBLIC Law 92-205, enacted December 18, 1971 (amended by 
Public Law 94-490, Section 6(b), October 15, 1976) is mandatory. 


5. Confidentiality is not a requirement for this reporting; no sensitive information is required. 


6. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. 


August 1,1998 


Expires 03/31/08 
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Complete in accordance with instructions on reverse and forward copy: Form Approved: OMB No. 0648-0025 Expires 03-31-08 


TO: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NOAA FORM 17-4 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (4-81) NAT’L OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADM. 
1315 East-West Highway SSMC-3 Room 11216 INITIAL REPORT ON WEATHER MODIFICATION 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ACTIVITIES  (P.L. 205, 92ND. CONGRESS) 


1. PROJECT OR ACTIVITY DESIGNATION, IF ANY 2. DATES OF PROJECT 


a. DATE FIRST ACTUAL WEATHER MODIFICATION
 ACTIVITY IS TO BE UNDERTAKEN3. PURPOSE OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY 


b. EXPECTED TERMINATION DATE OF WEATHER
 MODIFICATION ACTIVITIES 


4. (a)SPONSOR 4. (b) OPERATOR 


NAME NAME 


AFFILIATION PHONE NUMBER AFFILIATION PHONE NUMBER 


STREET ADDRESS STREET ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE CITY STATE ZIP CODE 


5. TARGET AND CONTROL AREAS (See Instructions) 


TARGET AREA 


SIZE OF AREA 


. 


CONTROL AREA



LOCATION
 SIZE OF AREA LOCATION 


SQ.MI SQ.MI. 


6. DESCRIPTION OF WEATHER MODIFICATION APPARATUS, MODIFICATION AGENTS AND THEIR DISPERSAL RATES, THE

TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED, ETC. (See Instructions)



7. LOG BOOKS: Enter name, affiliation, address, and telephone number of responsible individual from whom log books or
other records may be obtained. 


NAME THIS REPORT IS REQUIRED BY PUBLIC LAW 92-205; 85 STAT 735; 15 


U.S.C. 330b. KNOWING AND WILLFUL VIOLATION OF ANY RULE



AFFILIATION
 PHONE NUMBER ADOPTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF SECTION 2 OF PUBLIC LAW 92­


205 SHALL SUBJECT THE PERSON VIOLATING SUCH RULE TO A FINE OF 
STREET ADDRESS NOT MORE THAN $10,000, UPON CONVICTION THEREOF. 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE 


8. SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT 


YES NO	 Has an Environmental Impact Statement, Federal or State been filed? If yes, please furnish a copy as applicable. 


YES NO	 Have provisions been made to acquire the latest forecasts, advisories, warnings, etc. of the National Weather 
Service, Forest Service, or others when issued prior to and during operations? If yes, please specify on a separate 
sheet. 


YES NO	 Have any safety procedures (operational constraints, provisions for suspension of operations, monitoring 
methods, etc.) and any environmental guidelines (related to the possible effects of the operations) been 
included in the operational plans? If yes, please furnish copies or a description of the specific procedures and 
guidelines. 


9. OPTIONAL REMARKS (See Instructions. Use Separate Sheet.) 


NAME CERTIFICATION:  I certify that the above statements are true, complete and correct to the
 best of my knowledge and belief. 


AFFILIATION SIGNATURE 


STREET ADDRESS OFFICIAL TITLE 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE DATE PHONE NUMBER 







INSTRUCTIONS FOR INITIAL REPORT 
ON WEATHER MODIFICATION ACTIVITIES 


One completed copy of this form is to be received 10 days* or more prior to actual modification activities. 
A NOAA file number will be assigned by the Administrator after receipt of the initial report for each 
project or activity. 


A supplemental report in a letter form referring to the appropriate NOAA file number must be made to the 
Administrator if the “Initial Report” is found to contain any material inaccuracies, misstatements, and 
omissions, or if there are changes in plans for the project or activity. 


*For exceptions, see Sections 908.4(b) and (c), Part 908 of Title 15, Code of Federal Regulations. 


Item 1. Enter designation, if any, used by operator for the project or activity. 


Item 2. Enter: (a) Date first actual weather modification activity is to be undertaken; 
(b) Date on which final weather modification activity is expected to occur. 


Item 3. Enter the purpose of the project or activity: e.g., rainfall increase, hail suppression, cold fog 
dispersal, etc. 


Item 4. Enter: (a) Name, phone number, affiliation, and address of the primary person for whom 
the project is to be performed (sponsor). 


(b) Name, phone number , affiliation, and address of the person primarily 
responsible for carrying out the project (operator). 


Item 5. A map should be attached showing size and location of target area, control area, coded 
number and location of each item of ground-based weather modification apparatus and 
coded number and location of key raingages, radars, or other precipitation measuring 
devices. Also show location of airport for airborne operations. 


Item 6. Describe the weather modification apparatus, modification agents, and the techniques to 
be used. This would include type of ground or airborne apparatus to be used, type of 
modification material to be dispensed, rate of dispensing material in grams per hour or 
other appropriate units, type of precipitation gages to be used in target and control areas, 
and any other pertinent information such as type of radars, type of aircraft to be used, 
techniques to be employed, (e.g., cloud base seeding at 10,000 feet msl). 


Item 7. List name, phone number , affiliation, and address of the responsible individual from whom 
log books or other records may be obtained. 


Item 8. Provide applicable answers to questions as indicated. 


Item 9. This item is to permit the reporting person to include any information not covered by items 
1 through 8 but which he feels is significant or of interest. It is also to be used to include 
any information not covered elsewhere that the Administrator may request. 







INFORMATION PROVIDED UNDER THE
INFORMATION PROVIDED UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF THE
PROVISIONS OF THE


 PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995
PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995


The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 requires that individuals or organizations be 
provided with the following information if they provide information on paper forms which 
are collected by the Federal Government. (This includes reports required of weather 
modification activities.) 


1. Public Law 92-205, enacted December 18, 1971 (amended by Public Law 94-490, 
Section 6(b), October 15, 1976) requires that all non-federal weather modification activities 
in the United States and its territories be reported to the Secretary of Commerce. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has implemented the Act and the current 
reporting requirements are published in the Catalog of Federal Regulations (15 CFR 908). 


2. The intent of the program is to increase expertise in the field of weather modification, to 
allow scientists and other concerned persons to have access to information on current and 
past efforts at weather modification, to help avoid unneeded and wasteful duplications, to 
aid in preventing territorial overlapping of weather modification operations, to provide data 
to assess possible harmful or dangerous activities, and to furnish information to check both 
desirable and undesirable atmospheric changes against records of weather modification 
efforts. To meet this objective, information is collected on the location and size of the 
target area, names and addresses OF sponsors and operators, beginning and ending dates 
of the project, specific purpose, description of apparatus and seeding agents to be used, 
number of days of operations, number of hours of operations of each type of weather 
modification apparatus, and total amount of seeding agent used. 


3. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 40 
hours for reporting and 200 hours for record keeping, based on one-half hour per response 
on Form 17-4 and one-half hour per response on Form 17-4A, and five hours per record 
keeper. It is estimated that the time per response is approximately the same across all 
respondents. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this 
data collection, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: Ms. Karen Williams, 
DOC/NOAA/OAR, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 


4. Reporting of this information under Public Law 92-205, enacted December 18, 1971 
(amended by Public Law 94-490, Section 6(b), October 15, 1976) is mandatory. 


5. Confidentiality is not a requirement for this reporting; no sensitive information is 
required. 


6. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor 
shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that 
collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 


September 1, 2000 
Expires 03/31/08 
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