NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  07/17/2018

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Rod Turk
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
05/31/2018

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201805-0648-012
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Fisheries Finance Program Requirements
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved with change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0012

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 07/31/2021 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 451 1,502
New 311 1,102
Difference
Change due to New Statute 0 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 0 0
Change due to Agency Adjustment -140 -400
Change due to PRA Violation 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Neomi Rao

Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS
2,593
2,799

206



List of ICs

IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation
Fisheries Finance Program NOAA 88-1 Fisheries Finance Program
Application Loan Application Form
50 CFR 253.11

Annual Financial Statement for

Current Borrowers




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS a. 0648 . 0012
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7. Title FisheriesFinanceProgramRequirements

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable) NOAA Form88-1

9. Keywords "Fishery","Fishing",and"Fishing Vessels"

10. Abstract

NationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministration(NOAA) operates directloanprogramto assistin financingcertainactionsrelating
to commerciafishing vesselsshoresiddisheryfacilities, aquacultureperationsandindividual fishing quotas. Application
informationis requiredto determineeligibility pursuanto 46 U.S.C.53701andto determinghetypeandamountof assistance
requestedby theapplicant. An annualfinancial statements requiredfrom the recipientsto monitorthefinancial statusof theloan.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a._X_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b. [I 1T Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically 0 %

311
311

c. Total annual hours requested 1,102
d. Current OMB inventory 1,502
e. Difference -400
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change

2. Adjustment -400

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

O|wW|lww|o

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. _P Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance
d. _X Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Brian Summers
(301)427-8783

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
Signedby Earl Bennett 5/30/18

Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

Signature Date

BRABSON.SARAH.136571 Digitally signed by
BRABSON.SARAH.1365710488

0488 o e e

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
FISHERIES FINANCING PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0012
A JUSTIFICATION

This request is for extension of a current information collection.

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

Chapter 537 of the Shipping Act (formerly Title XI of the Merchant Marine Act), codified at 46
U.S.C. 53701, authorizes the Fisheries Financing Program (FFP) to assist business in financing
or refinancing commercial fishing vessels, fisheries shoreside facilities, aquaculture operations,
and individual fishing quotas (IFQ). All obligations involving any fishing vessel, fishery facility,
aquaculture facility, or individual fishing quota issued subsequent to the Sustainable Fisheries
Act are direct loan obligations. These financings contribute to the stability of the fishing
industry, which continues to be viewed by the Congress as in the national interest. New
regulations under the Shipping Act were enacted by Final Rule 0648-AY16, to allow crab IFQ
loans (75 FR 78619), December 16, 2010. Relevant portions of the Shipping Act are codified at
50 CFR Part 253.

The Fisheries Financing Program (FFP) application form, NOAA Form 88-1, is used by
commercial applicants to apply for financing under the FFP. Annual reporting is also required by
all current borrowers.

The Fisheries Finance Program involves providing three types of loans.
a. Direct Loans for Vessels, Shoreside Facilities, and Aquaculture

The loans requested under the Fisheries Finance Program (FFP) will provide the financial
assistance authorized under the 1996 Sustainable Fisheries Act (SFA) (Public Law 104-297), as
amended, Chapter 537 of the Shipping Act, and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) (16 U.S.C. 1801 et. seq).

Traditional FFP direct loans financing offers the fishing industry slightly better interest rates and
longer term loans than are available elsewhere. The longer-term loans allow the industry to
amortize their capital investment over the actual economic life of the fisheries asset. Lower debt
service reduces economic pressure, thus allowing the borrower to more easily accommodate
more restrictive fishery management initiatives. FFP regulations ensure that FFP traditional
lending will not increase harvesting capacity in the fisheries but will simply permit the financing
of the acquisition of existing vessels or the refinancing of existing debt for vessels already in the
fishery.

Shoreside processing loans are capacity neutral. Aquaculture financing is an activity that
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA\) is actively encouraging, because
increases in aquacultural-grown fish remove pressure on wild stocks.


http://uscode.regstoday.com/46USC_CHAPTER537.aspx
http://uscode.regstoday.com/46USC_CHAPTER537.aspx
http://uscode.regstoday.com/46USC_CHAPTER537.aspx
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-31641.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=25851e28930eafed7b3e46b6f98d5144&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title50/50cfr253_main_02.tpl
http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/fsb/Misc/SustainableFishAct.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf

b. Mariculture Fisheries Finance

NOAA encourages the development of mariculture (growing seafood in salt waters beyond low
tide) projects. This technology is not as mature as traditional aquaculture activities and
consequently has been assigned a higher risk.

c. FFP Halibut/Sablefish and Crab IFQ loans

The Sustainable Fisheries Act (SFA) amended Section 1104A (a)(7) of the Shipping Act and
section 303(d)(4) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to
authorize financing and refinancing the cost of entry-level fishermen and fishermen who fish
from small boats purchasing individual fishing quota (IFQ). SFA amendments to section
303(d)(4) and section 304(d)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act authorize the Federal Credit
Reform Act cost of IFQ lending to be funded by up to 25% of the IFQ and Community
Development Quota (CDQ) fee revenue from the IFQ fishery involved.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The application for FFP financing (NOAA Form 88-1) provides the information needed to
determine whether the applicant is a good credit risk. ~ All applicants for FFP financing are
requested to provide information such as the applicant’s identity and address, the amount of
financing applied for, the purpose of loan, an appraisal of the vessel or facility involved,
financial information including the last 3 tax returns, a list of creditors and buyers with relevant
credit terms, identification of authorized representatives (accountant, attorney, insurance agent),
and legal history (status regarding bankruptcy, litigation, delinquency on and Federal debt, etc.).

This information is generally required by any commercial lending institution and provides a
basis for evaluating credit-worthiness and repayment prospects. The requirement is to ensure
that the loan is for purposes authorized for this program. Applicants with a history of credit
problems, litigation or bankruptcy, lack of capital, etc. generally cannot meet the FFP’s stringent
credit standards. Applications are approved only for those loans with excellent repayment
prospects.

Annual financial statements are required of all borrowers. These statements update the financial
statement information presented with the original application and consist of a copy of their tax
return along with a current balance sheet and income statement. The financial statements are
used to monitor the borrower’s financial condition and to trigger servicing actions if indicated.

NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of the Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. There is no plan to disseminate this
information, but if dissemination is warranted, the information will be subjected to quality



control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-
554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technoloqy.

Hard copy applications are required because original signatures are required and there are severe
penalties for fraud. The division will email an electronic version of the document upon request,
but the completed application must still be printed out, signed and mailed. The FFP Web site
provides basic information and regional contact information.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Because NOAA is the sole Federal provider of FFP financing, there is no duplication of other
information requests.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Not Applicable.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

Statutorily-mandated financial assistance could not be delivered without this information
collection.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

Not Applicable.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Reqister Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice, published February 2, 2018 solicited comments on this collection.
No applicable comments were received.

We contacted two of our current borrowers (others besides the two we heard from in 2015) to
solicit comments on our data collection practices. As the previous respondents had said, both
responded that our instructions were clear and they understand the need to submit the
information that is required of them. Both borrowers also stated that they are able to submit their

3


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mb/financial_services/ffp.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mb/financial_services/ffp.htm

required forms in less time and for less money than our estimated time/cost burden.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

Not Applicable.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

The information collected is confidential under NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, which
sets, which “prescribes policies and procedures for protecting the confidentiality of data
submitted to and collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA)/National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as authorized or required by law.”

This information is also included in a Privacy Act System of Records, COMMERCE/NOAA-21,
Financial Services Division. There is a Privacy Act Statement on the application form.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

60 FFP and IFQ respondents x 1 NOAA Form 88-1 x 10 hrs/application = 600 hours.

251 respondents x 1 annual financial statement for current borrowers x 2 hrs/statement
=502 hours.

Totals: 311 responses and 1,102 hours.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

There is only a minimal cost burden to respondents for this information collection, primarily for
copying of supporting documents and mailing applications and reports. The average estimated
cost per response is $9.00, with a total annual cost of $2,799.00.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The annualized cost based on FTE and average salary is $221,547.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.



http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/ames/administrative_orders/chapter_216/216-100.html
http://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/PrivacyAct/SORNs/noaa-21.html

Adjustments: The total estimated number of responses has decreased from 451 to 311 and the
estimated average response time for new applicants has remained 10 hours, based on our best
estimates using the last 3 years of data. The decrease in the number of responses is related to a
decrease in the total allowable catch for halibut and sablefish. This has resulted in a decreased
number of applications for our IFQ loan program and thus, of reports.

The previous estimate of applications per year was 75, and reports, 376. There is a decrease of
400 hours: for applications, from 750 to 600, and for reports, from 752 to 502.

The increase in the average estimated cost per response has increased from $5.75 to $9.00 due to
increases in estimated postage and duplication cost.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Results will not be published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The expiration date will be displayed.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

No exceptions are requested.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



Print Form

NOAA Form 88-1 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OMB APPROVED NO.
(1/22/99) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 0648-0012 Expires 7/31/2018
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE Case No.

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM (FFP) - LOAN APPLICATON FORM

KNOWINGLY SUPPLYING FALSE INFORMATION OR WILLFULLY OVERVALUING ANY ASSET OR INCOME FOR THE
PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A LOAN IS A VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF UP TO $25,000
AND/OR IMPRISONMENT FOR 1 TO 5 YEARS.

Applicant's Name (exact legal title)

Address Tax ID Number or Social Security No.
Phone Number ( )
Fax Number ( )

Applicant is: [ Individual [_Partnership [ Corporation [ Limited Liability Company

Loan Amount Requested $ Term Requested: years

Note: Loan amount cannot exceed 80% of the cost or depreciated actual cost of the project.

Application Fee:
Attach a check payable to "NOAA, NMFS, FFP" for one-half of one percent of the loan amount you are

requesting. (If your application is not approved, one-half of the fee is refundable.)

Do you want to keep this application confidential and withheld from public disclosure to the extent authorized by law,
including, but not limited to, the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. section 552? | Yes " No

The Applicant certifies that: (1) it is a citizen of the United States (if a corporation, at least 75% of the stock must be
held by U.S. citizens), and (2) all information in this application is true and correct to the best of the applicant's
knowledge and belief and is submitted to obtain a loan from the Fisheries Finance Program.

The applicant authorizes anyone possessing financial, credit, business, or character information to release it to the
Financial Services Division of the National Marine Fisheries Service (all such information shall be kept confidential by that
agency). Duplicates of this authorization shall have the same validity as the original.

Date:
(signature)

Date:
(signature)

Date:

(signature)

Note: Both spouses must sign if they are co-applicants; each partner must sign if applicant is a partnership;
authorized corporate officer must sign and signature must be properly attested if applicant is a corporation,
and corporate seal affixed, if applicable.




Purpose of Loan: (Attach additional sheet(s) if necessary.)

(1) For Refinancing existing long-term debt, attach copies of current notes and mortgages, or

(2) For New Construction (New construction is limited only to aquaculture projects), attach copy of construction
contract(s).

(3) For Purchase of used Vessels, Shoreside Facilities, or Aquaculture Facilities, attach a copy of purchase and
sales agreement.

(4) For Reconstruction (Vessel reconstruction which increases harvesting capacity is not permitted) of Vessels,
Shoreside Facilities, or Aquaculture Facilities, attach a copy of appropriate contracts and invoices.

(5) For Permit Financing (certain Federal fishing permits may be eligible for FFP financing or refinancing),
attach a copy of the purchase contract.

Appraisals and Surveys Required:

(1) Vessels - Provide a current (within the last year) condition and valuation survey by a licensed marine surveyor,
(Naval Architect, Stability Test and/or Appraisal may be required.)

Also include copies of all Federal and State fishing permits owned or utilized by the vessel.

(2) Land and Shoreside Facilities - Provide a current appraisal that includes an alternate use appraisal by a
licensed appraiser. Member, Appraisal Institute (MAI) appraisal may be required.




Your Business

Provide a brief description of your business including major products or services,
additional sheets, if needed.)

markets, and operation. (Attach

List your major customers, credit terms and percentage of annual sales.

Customer's Name and Address Credit Terms

% of Sales

List your suppliers, credit terms and credit limits.

Supplier's Name & Address Credit Terms

Credit Limit




Ownership

List owners/partners/shareholders/members, the percentage of the company they own, and their compensation from

the company.

Name Position/Title

% Owned

Compensation

Documents Required:

(1) Partnerships: Provide a copy of your Partnership Agreement

(2) Corporations: Provide a certified copy of your Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, Declaration of Corporate
Officers, Corporate Resolution authorizing transaction, Certificate of Incumbency, and a Good Standing

Certificate from the Secretary of State.

(3) Limited Liability Companies: Provide a certified copy of the Articles of Organization, Operating Agreement,
Resolution by members authorizing transaction, and a Certificate of Good Standing from the Secretary of

State.

Resumés

Attach a brief personal resumé including work experience for each individual, partner, officer, or major shareholder.

Are there any amounts due to the company from owners or other related parties?

[ Yes

[ No (If yes, describe.)

Is your company in compliance with applicable federal and state regulations (such as environmental, employment,

and safety?)

[ Yes [ No (If no, describe.)




Legal History

If any of the following questions apply to the applicant, partners, stockholders or guarantors connected with the
applicant, provide complete history and current status.

(1) Is the applicant delinquent on any Federal debt? Yes | Nol

(2) Are any partners, shareholders, or members of the applicant delinquent on any Federal debt? Yes| No [
(3) Have you ever been in bankruptcy or made an assignment for the benefit of creditors? Yes|[ No[

(4) Have any judgments or compromise settlements ever been obtained against you? Yes| No [

(5) Are you involved in any pending litigation, either as a defendant or plaintiff? Yes| No [

(6) Do you buy from, sell to, lease from, or use the services of any concern in which someone in your company has
a significant financial interest? Yes [ No [

(7) Does your business have any subsidiaries or affiliates? Yes[ No [

If yes, please provide their names and the relationship with your company and include a current financial
statement for each.

(8) Have you ever had any fishing violations or have any outstanding unpaid fines? Yes|[~ No [

All applicants to provide the following information:

Accountant (name & address) Phone Number ( )
Fax Number ( )
Attorney (name & address) Phone Number ( )
Fax Number ( )
Insurance Agent (name & address) Phone Number ( )
Fax Number ( )




FINANCIAL INFORMATION REQUIRED

NOTE: All financial statements and tax returns must be signed and dated. (Audited financial statements may
be required.)

(1) Individual/Proprietor

(a) Current personal financial statement (current within 30 days).

(b) A complete copy of your Federal Income Tax Return for the last 3 years.

(2) Partnerships, Corporations, and Companies

(a) Current personal financial statement (current within 30 days) for each partner/shareholder.

(b) A complete copy of each partner/shareholder's Federal Income Tax Return for the last 3 years.

(c) Current Balance Sheet and Operating Statement for the partnership/corporation/company (current within 30
days).

(d) Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Statement for the partnership/corporation/company for the last 3 years.

(e) A complete copy of the partnership/corporation/company's Federal Income Tax return for the last 3 years.

(f) Current aging of accounts receivable and payable.

(3) All Applicants:

All applicants must provide a projection of income and cash flow, including a proforma balance sheet for two years
operation of the project.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Brian Summers, Financial Services Division,
NOAA Fisheries, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Confidential name and address information will be released via a
NOAA website for informational purposes. All other data submitted will be handled as confidential material in accordance with NOAA
Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number

Privacy Act Notice:

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized by Title 46 U.S.C. 1271-1279 and 50 CFR Part 253, Subpart B.

Purpose: The data will primarily be used for the evaluation of financial condition in connection with application for financing under the Fisheries
Finance Program. Financing will not be considered unless all requested information is furnished.

Routine Uses: The Department will use this information to determine eligibility for financing. Disclosure of this information is permitted under the
Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a) to be shared among Department staff for work-related purposes. Disclosure of this information is also
subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-21, Financial Services
Division.

Disclosure: Furnishing this information is voluntary; however, failure to provide accurate information will prevent full evaluation of the application.
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issues raised in case briefs, may be
submitted no later than five days after
the deadline date for case briefs.?
Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and
(d)(2), parties who submit case briefs or
rebuttal briefs in this investigation are
encouraged to submit with each
argument: (1) A statement of the issue;
(2) a brief summary of the argument;
and (3) a table of authorities.

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c),
interested parties who wish to request a
hearing, limited to issues raised in the
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a
written request to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance, U.S. Department of
Commerce, within 30 days after the date
of publication of this notice. Requests
should contain the party’s name,
address, and telephone number, the
number of participants, whether any
participant is a foreign national, and a
list of the issues to be discussed. If a
request for a hearing is made, Commerce
intends to hold the hearing at the U.S.
Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230, at a time and date to be
determined. Parties should confirm by
telephone the date, time, and location of
the hearing two days before the
scheduled date.

Postponement of Final Determination
and Extension of Provisional Measures

Section 735(a)(2) of the Act provides
that a final determination may be
postponed until not later than 135 days
after the date of the publication of the
preliminary determination if, in the
event of an affirmative preliminary
determination, a request for such
postponement is made by exporters who
account for a significant proportion of
exports of the subject merchandise, or in
the event of a negative preliminary
determination, a request for such
postponement is made by the petitioner.
Section 351.210(e)(2) of Commerce’s
regulations requires that a request by
exporters for postponement of the final
determination be accompanied by a
request for extension of provisional
measures from a four-month period to a
period not more than six months in
duration.

On December 1 and December 5,
2017, pursuant to 19 CFR 351.210(e),
TCK and Huvis, respectively, requested
that Commerce postpone the final
determination and that provisional
measures be extended to a period not to
exceed six months.1® On January 8,

9 See 19 CFR 351.309; see also 19 CFR 351.303
(for general filing requirements).

10 See TCK’s Letter re: Low Melt Polyester Staple
Fiber from the Republic of Korea: Request to

2018, the petitioner also requested that
Commerce postpone the final
determination.?? In accordance with
section 735(a)(2)(A) of the Act and 19
CFR 351.210(b)(2)(ii), because: (1) The
preliminary determination is
affirmative; (2) the requesting exporters
account for a significant proportion of
exports of the subject merchandise; and
(3) no compelling reasons for denial
exist, Commerce is postponing the final
determination and extending the
provisional measures from a four-month
period to a period not greater than six
months. Accordingly, Commerce will
make its final determination no later
than 135 days after the date of
publication of this preliminary
determination.

International Trade Commission
Notification

In accordance with section 733(f) of
the Act, Commerce will notify the
International Trade Commission (ITC) of
its preliminary determination. If the
final determination is affirmative, the
ITC will determine before the later of
120 days after the date of this
preliminary determination or 45 days
after the final determination whether
these imports are materially injuring, or
threaten material injury to, the U.S.
industry.

Notification to Interested Parties

This determination is issued and
published in accordance with sections
733(f) and 777(i)(1) of the Act and 19
CFR 351.205(c).

Dated: January 26, 2018.
P. Lee Smith,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations.

Appendix I—Scope of the Investigation

The merchandise subject to this
investigation is synthetic staple fibers, not
carded or combed, specifically bi-component
polyester fibers having a polyester fiber
component that melts at a lower temperature
than the other polyester fiber component
(low melt PSF). The scope includes bi-
component polyester staple fibers of any
denier or cut length. The subject
merchandise may be coated, usually with a
finish or dye, or not coated.

Excluded from the scope of the
investigation on low melt PSF from Korea are
any products covered by the existing
antidumping duty order on certain polyester

Postpone the Final Determination, dated December
1, 2017; and Huvis’ Letter re: Low Melt Polyester
Staple Fiber from the Republic of Korea: Request to
Extend the Deadline for the Final Determination,
dated December 5, 2017.

11 See the petitioner’s Letter re: Low Melt
Polyester Staple Fiber from the Republic of Korea
and Taiwan: Petitioner’s Request Regarding
Extension of the Final Determination Deadline,
dated January 8, 2018.

staple fiber from Korea. See Notice of
Amended Final Determination of Sales at
Less Than Fair Value: Certain Polyester
Staple Fiber from the Republic of Korea and
Antidumping Duty Orders: Certain Polyester
Staple Fiber from the Republic of Korea and
Taiwan, 65 FR 33807 (May 25, 2000).

Low melt PSF is classifiable under the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States (HTSUS) subheading 5503.20.0015.
Although the HTSUS subheading is provided
for convenience and customs purposes, the
written description of the scope of the
merchandise under the investigation is
dispositive.

Appendix II—List of Topics Discussed
in the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum

I. Summary
II. Background
III. Period of Investigation
IV. Scope Comments
V. Discussion of the Methodology
A. Determination of the Comparison
Method
B. Results of the Differential Pricing
Analysis
VI. Date of Sale
VII. Product Comparisons
VIII. Export Price
IX. Normal Value
A. Home Market Viability
B. Level of Trade
C. Cost of Production (COP) Analysis
1. Calculation of COP
2. Test of Comparison Market Sales Prices
3. Results of the COP Test
D. Calculation of NV Based on Comparison
Market Prices
X. Critical Gircumstances
XI. Currency Conversion
XII. Conclusion

[FR Doc. 2018-02042 Filed 2—1-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Fisheries Finance
Program Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before April 3, 2018.
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ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
internet at pracomments@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Brian Summers at (301) 427—
8783 or brian.summers@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
operates a direct loan program to assist
in financing certain actions relating to
commercial fishing vessels, shoreside
fishery facilities, aquaculture
operations, and individual fishing
quotas. Application information is
required to determine eligibility
pursuant to 50 CFR part 253 and to
determine the type and amount of
assistance requested by the applicant.
An annual financial statement is
required from the recipients to monitor
the financial status of the loan.

II. Method of Collection
Paper applications.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0012.

Form Number(s): 88—1.

Type of Review: Regular (extension of
a current information collection).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; business or other for-profit
organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
311.

Estimated Time per Response:
Application, 10 hours; annual financial
statement, 2 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,102.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $2,799 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be

collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: January 29, 2018.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2018—-02040 Filed 2—1-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Marine
Recreational Information Program
Social Network Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before April 3, 2018.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
internet at pracomments@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Dave Bard, (301) 427—
8197 or David.Bard@NOAA.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

This request is for new information
collection. The title will be “Marine
Recreational Information Program Social
Network Survey.”

In its 2017 review of NOAA Fisheries’
Marine Recreational Information
Program (MRIP), the National

Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine, also known as the
National Academies, recommended the
program enhance its communications
and outreach activities, particularly
among the recreational fishing
community. MRIP is taking an objective,
research-based approach to doing so. In
2016, MRIP conducted a partner and
stakeholder needs assessment. In 2018,
MRIP will undertake a social network
survey. This effort will help identify
relationships, networks, channels, and
information flow among a target
population, in this case the numerous
audiences that comprise the recreational
fishing community. Completing this
survey and the subsequent analysis will
help MRIP more effectively engage with
its audiences by identifying key
influencers and information pathways,
and identifying the areas of greatest
need and greatest opportunity for
relationship-building.

A mail survey sample will be drawn
from the National Saltwater Angler
Registry, a database of licensed
recreational anglers living in the U.S.
The information comes mostly from
state-based saltwater fishing license and
registration programs. Questions will
explore such issues as broad
information channels and pathways
among recreational anglers;
understanding of and confidence in
recreational data collection, estimation,
and reporting; confidence in their
information sources; awareness of the
distinctions and connections between
recreational data collection and
recreational fisheries management, etc.,
including regional differences. Data
gathered will include angler use of and
trust in different sources (e.g., other
recreational anglers, recreational fishing
clubs, state management agencies,
federal management agencies, tackle
shops, etc.) and channels (e.g., mass
media, social media, personal
conversations, online message boards,
fishing club meetings, etc.) of fisheries
management information. These data
will be used to identify key information
sources for recreational anglers, evaluate
regional differences in information
sources, and evaluate recreational angler
confidence in management and data
collection efforts, thus allowing MRIP to
more effectively communicate with
recreational anglers on data collection
issues by focusing communications
efforts on important network channels.

II. Method of Collection

Information will be collected through
mail surveys.

II1. Data
OMB Control Number:
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