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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
BILLFISH TAGGING REPORT 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0009 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
 
This request is for extension of this information collection.  
 
The Billfish Tagging Program (Program) began in 1963 and is an integral part of the Billfish 
Research Program at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC).  This Program is 
authorized under 16 U.S.C. 760(e), Study of migratory game fish; waters; research; purpose.  
 
The SWFSC provides tagging supplies to individuals electing to tag and release the billfish they 
catch (the Program is advertised by a newsletter and fishermen hear in this way and also by word 
of mouth from others catching billfish).  Each Billfish Tagging Report Card is issued with an 
individual billfish tag and is imprinted with the number matching the accompanying tag. The 
Billfish Tagging Report Card is the primary mechanism by which these cooperating anglers and 
commercial fishers return the tag and release information concerning the billfish they have 
tagged. Individuals cooperating in the Program do so on a strictly voluntary basis. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will 
be used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the 
collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
The Program is conducted throughout the year to determine billfish habitat, mortality rates, 
migration patterns, feeding habits, and growth rates. Fishery biologists investigating the health of 
billfish resources throughout the Pacific utilize data from this Program. Results aid in ongoing 
research concerning billfish resources and are published annually in the Billfish Newsletter (most 
recent issue is 2016). 
 
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will meet the quality control measures and 
pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use 
of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms 
of information technology.  
 
Data is collected from observations taken at sea on small fishing boats. The data summarizes the 
actual fishing event that just occurred. Anglers are requested to complete the Billfish Tagging 
Report immediately and once they return to land, they mail it to the SWFSC. Automated and/or 

http://law.justia.com/us/codes/title16/16usc760e.html
http://law.justia.com/us/codes/title16/16usc760e.html
http://swfsc.noaa.gov/uploadedFiles/Divisions/FRD/Large_Pelagics/Billfish/Billfish_Newsletter/2010%20Billfish%20Newsletter%20james-roy%20low%20res%20for%20web.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
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electronic reporting at the time of tagging is currently unavailable.  However, the SWFSC is 
currently working to develop an online submission that will allow anglers to send the data 
through an online form. It is estimated that up to 10% of the tag reports may be submitted 
electronically through the online form. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
This Program is unique to the billfish angling community because it provides free tagging 
supplies throughout the Pacific and Indian Oceans and results from tagging efforts are published 
annually.  Billfish conservation became very popular during the early 1980s and several foreign 
and private conservation organizations began tagging programs.  This Program cooperates 
completely with these organizations so that research efforts are expanded and not duplicated. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
The Program deals with individual anglers cooperating in the Program and does not impact any 
business entity.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection 
is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Fishery biologists at the SWFSC, and elsewhere, for the purpose of providing management 
advice, use the Billfish Tagging Program results.  A break in the Program time line would 
jeopardize the usefulness of more than 50 years of continuous billfish tag and recapture data.  
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in 
a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
None.  Response to the Billfish Tagging Report is consistent with OMB guidelines and 
completely voluntary. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public 
comments on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public 
comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency 
in response to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the 
agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity 
of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the 
data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on July 14, 2017 (82 FR 32535) solicited public comment.  
No comments were received in the time period ending on September 12, 2017.  No comments 
were received.  
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The Billfish Tagging Program contacted various recreational fishermen participating in the 
program and inquired about their experience with the program. Comments were as follows:  
 
“I have participated in the program for 10 years now and I still love tagging billfish and seeing 
the results from NOAA every year. I like the tag cards, which are easy and I don’t have to worry 
about anything else than just dropping it off in the mail.”- Recreational angler, chose to be 
anonymous.  
 
 “The data collected is critical if the billfish tagging program hopes to achieve its scientific goals. 
And if anything, I would say 5 minutes is an underestimate with respect to the time each tagged 
fish requires.” – O. Snodgrass, recreational angler 
 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other 
than remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
No payments are given to those returning the Billfish Tagging Report.  Those who tag billfish 
and submit the Billfish Tagging Report are awarded a tee shirt.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis 
for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Program data results are not confidential; they are public information.  Anglers who tag more 
than a few fish each year are acknowledged by name in the Billfish Newsletter; however, the 
contact information of participating anglers is not available to the public. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly 
considered private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Burden to complete the Billfish Tagging Report card is about five minutes per response.  Our 
active mailing list of taggers varies between 2,000 and 3,000 volunteers.  Recent annual average 
(2016) number of Billfish Tagging Report cards received was 986.  The projected annual average 
is 1,000 responses. The estimated time burden is 83 hours (1,000 x 5 minutes/60 minutes = 83). 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or 
recordkeepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in 
Question 12 above). 
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There is no cost burden to the respondents. Postage is paid by the SWFSC if mailed from within 
the U.S.  For those mailing from foreign countries the only cost is that of postage for a postcard. 
This would amount to less than $100 annually. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The annual cost to print the Billfish Tagging Report, provide tee shirts to anglers upon recapture 
of a tagged billfish, and postage is under $1,000.  This figure is based on actual expenses 
averaged over the last few years.  Other costs are part of regular staff time. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
No changes or adjustments. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation 
and publication. 
 
The Program is conducted on a calendar year with the Billfish Newsletter published in the first 
half of each year.  The Billfish Newsletter is the method by which the SWFSC provides feedback 
to the fishing community and is written for cooperating anglers participating in the Program.  
Content of the Billfish Newsletter varies annually but always includes angling effort by area and 
species captured, reported catches, results from the Billfish Tagging Program as well as general 
interest articles directed to the billfish angler. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of 
the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHOD 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
 



 

 

 

  

  



32535 Federal Register / Vol. 82, No. 134 / Friday, July 14, 2017 / Notices 

coverage. EM would not replace 
Northeast Fishery Observer Program 
(NEFOP) observers, but EM would run 
concurrently on these trips. Initially, 
100 percent of the video from every trip 
would be reviewed for data collection to 
monitor discards and support ongoing 
analysis to implement an audit program 
(i.e., reduce video review rates below 
100 percent and/or use electronic VTR 
for discard data in quota monitoring). 

Given presumably high 
concentrations of healthy fish stocks in 
portions of groundfish closed areas, and 
because vessels would be fully 
monitored, the CCCFA also requested 
access to portions of groundfish closed 
areas to enable vessels to more 
effectively target healthy fish stocks 
(i.e., pollock, haddock, hake, and 
redfish), while avoiding cod. If 
approved, this request would help 
achieve another project objective, which 
is to increase participation and 
incentivize the use of EM. These 
exemptions would include: (1) Hook 
gear (jig machines, hand gear, benthic 
long lines) and sink gillnets in Closed 
Area I (CAI) and Closed Area II (CAII); 
(2) Hook gear (jig machines, hand gear, 
benthic long lines) in the Western Gulf 
of Maine (WGOM) Closure Area; and (3) 
Jig gear (jig machines and hand gear) in 
the Fippennies Ledge portion of Cashes 
Ledge. The CCCFA did not request that 
trawl gear vessels be allowed to access 
these closed areas under the EFP. The 
EFP would not exempt any participating 
vessels from the seasonal Gulf of Maine 
(GOM) Cod Protection Areas to ensure 
cod spawning protection is not 
undermined. EFP trips would occur 
year-round (excluding seasonal 
closures), although the majority of trips 
would occur in the summer and fall 
months. Participation in this EFP would 
be heavily dependent on how many 
vessels leave the already-approved EFP 
(i.e., 16 percent coverage, no closed area 
access), and choose to join this new EFP 
(i.e., 100 percent coverage, closed area 
access). There are currently 14 vessels 
listed on the current EFP. Because 
vessels may only participate in one of 
these EFPs; these 14 vessels, plus an 
additional 3 vessels, could be approved 
under this new 100-percent EM EFP. If 
access to the closed areas is approved, 
we expect most vessels would choose to 
participate in this new EFP. 

All catch of groundfish stocks 
allocated to sectors by vessels would be 
deducted from the sector’s annual catch 
entitlement for each groundfish stock. 
Legal-sized regulated groundfish would 
be retained and landed, as required by 
the FMP. Undersized groundfish would 
be handled according to the EM project 
guidelines in view of cameras and 

returned to the sea as quickly as 
possible. All other species would be 
handled per normal commercial fishing 
operations. No legal-size regulated 
groundfish would be discarded, unless 
otherwise permitted through regulatory 
exemptions granted to the participating 
vessel’s sector. 

NMFS has not yet developed the full 
set of business rules for an audit 
program, such as the pass/fail criteria 
and the video review rates. However, 
under this EFP, vessels would continue 
to pursue the audit model by reporting 
all catch (kept and discards) on their 
electronic VTR, and EM would be used 
to monitor discards from each trip. This 
EFP is expected to significantly increase 
EM data collection by requiring EM on 
100 percent of trips along with 
increased opportunities for accessing 
healthy fish stocks within some closed 
areas. This will improve the ability to 
develop and implement an audit 
program, beyond the EFPs that required 
EM coverage of 14 percent last year, and 
16 percent this year. 

The CCCFA requested a gear 
exemption from the Atlantic Highly 
Migratory Species (HMS) regulations; 
that request is being considered 
separately by the Atlantic HMS 
program. 

The CCCFA also requested an 
exemption from the Pre-Trip 
Notification System (PTNS), which is 
used in several fisheries for NEFOP 
observer deployment and for ASM 
deployment in the groundfish fishery; 
we do not intend to grant that 
exemption. Vessels participating in this 
EFP are still required to take NEFOP 
observers, and without a suitable and 
fair alternative, we must still use PTNS 
to facilitate and monitor observer 
deployments in the fishery. 
Additionally, it is highly likely that all 
Federal vessels will have a pre-trip 
requirement as part of the Region’s 
Fishery-Dependent Data Vision (FDDV) 
project. We think it is important to 
retain this type of requirement, rather 
than temporarily exempt vessels only to 
have it replaced by a similar 
requirement in the near future. 
However, we recognize the concerns 
expressed by the applicants, and the 
fishing industry at-large regarding 
reporting requirements. We expect that 
the FDDV will address many of these 
concerns, and that EM may offer the 
ability to simplify reporting. If 
approved, the applicant may request 
minor modifications and extensions to 
the EFP throughout the year. EFP 
modifications and extensions may be 
granted without further notice if they 
are deemed essential to facilitate 
completion of the proposed research 

and have minimal impacts that do not 
change the scope or impact of the 
initially approved EFP request. Any 
fishing activity conducted outside the 
scope of the exempted fishing activity 
would be prohibited. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: July 11, 2017. 
Emily H. Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14820 Filed 7–13–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Billfish Tagging 
Report Card 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before September 12, 
2017. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Gerard DiNardo, NOAA 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, 
(858) 546–7106, or gerard.dinardo@
noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
operates a billfish tagging program. 
Tagging supplies are provided to 
volunteer anglers. When anglers catch 
and release a tagged fish they submit a 
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brief report on the fish and the location 
of the tagging. The information obtained 
is used in conjunction with tag returns 
to determine billfish migration patterns, 
mortality rates, and similar information 
useful in the management of the billfish 
fisheries. This program is authorized 
under 16 U.S.C. 760(e), Study of 
migratory game fish; waters; research; 
purpose. 

II. Method of Collection 

Information is submitted by mail, via 
a paper form the size of a postcard. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0009. 
Form Number(s): NOAA Form 88– 

162. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 83. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: July 11, 2017. 

Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14862 Filed 7–13–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF494 

Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of open public meetings. 

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the 
schedule and proposed agenda of a 
forthcoming meeting of the Marine 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(MAFAC). The members will discuss 
and provide advice on improving 
resilience of coastal fishing 
communities. 

DATES: The meeting is scheduled for 
August 9, 2017, 2–5 p.m., Eastern 
Daylight Time. 
ADDRESSES: Public access is available at 
1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, 
MD 20910. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Any 
member of the public wishing to 
participate may contact Heidi Lovett, 
(301) 427–8034; email: heidi.lovett@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
MAFAC was established by the 
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary), and, 
since 1971, advises the Secretary on all 
living marine resource matters that are 
the responsibility of the Department of 
Commerce. The charter and other 
information are located online at http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ocs/mafac/. 

Matters To Be Considered 

The Committee is convening to 
discuss and finalize their 
recommendations on improving 
resilience of coastal fishing 
communities. Other administrative 
matters may be considered. This date, 
time, and agenda are subject to change. 

Time and Date 

The meeting is scheduled for August 
9, 2017, 2–5 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time 
by conference call. Conference call 
information for the public will be 
posted at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ 
ocs/mafac/ by July 26, 2017. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Heidi Lovett, 301– 
427–8034 by July 26, 2017. 

Dated: July 7, 2017. 
Jennifer Lukens, 
Director for the Office of Policy, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–14797 Filed 7–13–17; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

Judicial Proceedings Since Fiscal Year 
2012 Amendments Panel; Notice of 
Federal Advisory Committee Meeting 

AGENCY: General Counsel of the 
Department of Defense, Department of 
Defense. 
ACTION: Notice of Federal Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense 
(DoD) is publishing this notice to 
announce that the following Federal 
Advisory Committee meeting of the 
Judicial Proceedings Since Fiscal Year 
2012 Amendments Panel will take 
place. 
DATES: Open to the public, Wednesday, 
July 26, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. and Thursday, July 27, 2017, from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: One Liberty Center, Suite 
1432, 875 North Randolph Street, 
Arlington, Virginia 22203. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Maria Fried, 703–571–2664 (Voice), 
703–693–3903 (Facsimile), 
whs.pentagon.em.mbx.judicial-panel@
mail.mil (Email). Mailing address is One 
Liberty Center, 875 N. Randolph Street, 
Suite 150, Arlington, Virginia 22203. 
Web site: http://jpp.whs.mil/. The most 
up-to-date changes to the meeting 
agenda can be found on the Web site. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the 
Designated Federal Officer and the 
Department of Defense, the Judicial 
Proceedings Since Fiscal Year 2012 
Amendments Panel was unable to 
provide public notification concerning 
its meeting on July 26 through 27, 2017, 
as required by 41 CFR 102–3.150(a). 
Accordingly, the Advisory Committee 
Management Officer for the Department 
of Defense, pursuant to 41 CFR 102– 
3.150(b), waives the 15-calendar day 
notification requirement. 

This meeting is being held under the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5 
U.S.C., Appendix, as amended), the 
Government in the Sunshine Act of 
1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended), and 
41 CFR 102–3.140 and 102–3.150. 

For meeting information please 
contact the staff director, Captain 
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