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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NAUTICAL DISCREPANCY REPORTING SYSTEM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0007 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for “Nautical Discrepancy Reporting System.” 
 
Data obtained through this system (http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx) is used to 
correct and update National Oceanic and Atmospheric (NOAA) nautical charts and the United 
States Coast Pilot®.  
 
NOAA is the nation’s nautical chartmaker, maintaining and updating over a thousand charts 
covering the 3.5 million square nautical miles of coastal waters in the U.S. Exclusive Economic 
Zone and the Great Lakes. The marine transportation system relies on charting accuracy and 
precision to keep navigation safe and coastal communities protected from environmental 
disasters at sea. 
 
The U.S. Coast Pilot is a series of nine nautical books that supplement nautical charts. The Coast 
Pilot contains essential marine information important to navigators of United States coastal and 
intracoastal waters that cannot be shown graphically on the charts and is not readily available 
elsewhere. Subjects include, but are not limited to, channel descriptions, anchorages, bridge and 
cable clearances, tides and tidal currents, prominent features, pilotage, towage, weather, ice 
conditions, wharf descriptions, dangers, routes, traffic separation schemes, small craft facilities 
and Federal Regulations applicable to navigation.  
 
Charts and Coast Pilots are purchased by all segments of the marine public, including U.S. and 
foreign commercial vessels and millions of recreational boaters. Government assets, including 
U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard vessels and other government vessels and agencies, also rely on 
this information. Federal regulations (33 CFR 164.33) require all vessels of 1,600 gross tons and 
greater, while traversing U.S. waters, to carry marine charts and the U.S. Coast Pilot.  
 
The marine environment and shorelines are constantly changing. NOAA makes every effort to 
update information portrayed in charts and described in the Coast Pilot. Sources of information 
include, but are not limited to: pilot associations, shipping companies, towboat operators, state 
marine authorities, city marine authorities, local port authorities, marine operators, hydrographic 
research vessels, naval vessels, Coast Guard cutters, merchant vessels, fishing vessels, pleasure 
boats, U.S. Power Squadron Units, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Units, and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers.  
 
The purpose of NOAA’s Nautical Discrepancy Reporting System is to offer a formal, 
standardized instrument for recommending changes, corrections, and updates to nautical charts 
and the Coast Pilot, and to monitor and document the accepted changes.  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&SID=fdf227235c54e94bc1209cb76e688a9c&rgn=div8&view=text&node=33:2.0.1.6.33.0.183.10&idno=33


 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
When a user of a nautical chart or the Coast Pilot notices information is missing or has changed, 
he/she uses the http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx webpage to report the 
discrepancy. The information is evaluated by cartographers in NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey’s 
Nautical Data Branch. Coast Survey ascertains that the information is germane and, if so, that it 
is complete. If the information requires clarification, Coast Survey will contact the respondent, 
by telephone or email, for more information.  Once complete, the information is assigned a 
control number and routed to the applicable production branch to update the chart and/or Coast 
Pilot master files. If the change is critical to safe navigation, Coast Survey issues a change for 
publication in the Coast Guard’s Local Notice to Mariners and the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency’s Weekly Notice to Mariners.  
 
NOAA will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, 
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and 
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more 
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection yields data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information is subjected to 
quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 
106-554. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Discrepancy reporters may fill out the online form at 
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx, or call Coast Survey directly (888-990-6622). 
. 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Extensive databases catalog and document changes to nautical charts and U.S. Coast Pilot, with 
electronic documentation extending back to the 1970s. Every change or germane report is entered 
into the databases and reviewed prior to making the document updates; therefore, there are no 
duplicate entries. 
 
In addition, this is the only such database to which such information can be submitted. 
 
 
 
 

http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html
http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html


5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
The use of this form is voluntary and has no significant impact on small businesses, 
organizations or government entities. The form requires no records to be kept by the respondent.  
 
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Critical information might not be brought to Coast Survey’s attention, or the information might 
be incomplete.  This could result in a maritime accident with possible loss of life or harm to the 
environment. 
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
NA. 
 
8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and record keeping, disclosure or reporting format (if any) and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice was published on December 29, 2016 (81 FR 95963), soliciting 
comments on this request. There were no comments in response to the notice. 
 
Coast Survey automatically solicits public comments whenever someone submits a correction 
notice through NOAA’s Nautical Discrepancy Reporting System 
(http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx). We’ve received nine comments on the data 
availability. All of the comments are positive, i.e. from 1/19/2017: “These historic maps are a 
fantastic resource! HUGE thanks to NOAA for compiling and preserving these incredibly 
interesting documents. They are incredible resources for supporting research we are doing on the 
west coast.” From 1/23/2017: “Thanks for your excellent ENC viewer. It is a powerful and 
dependable tool, which I have only recently fully appreciated. We will pass this on to our 
students.” There are several other similar comments. 
 
System users also tell us when something isn’t working correctly, so we can fix it. For instance, 
from 12/29/2016: “The NOAA ENC Online viewer is an amazing tool to display the interactive 
features of ENCs. I recently noticed that there is no longer an option to change the shallow, 
safety, and deep contours of the NOAA ENC Online site. When I load it up in Safari, Mozilla 
and Chrome there are no options on the left-hand side other than ‘search.’ I have found that the 
ability to change the contours, points, and areas is an extremely useful tool for learning how an 

http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx


ENC chart can be displayed. Is this change permanent?” Coast Survey’s reponse: “Thank you for 
using the ENC Online viewer! And thank you for pointing out this issue. We have fixed the 
sidebar and all of the tools should be available for use. Let us know if you have any other 
feedback. Happy New Year!”  

 
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No remuneration of any kind is provided to respondents. 
 
10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation or agency policy. 
 
No confidentiality is offered to respondents other than the fact that individual data providers are 
not identified on charts or in the text of Coast Pilot.   
 
11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs and other matters which are commonly considered 
to be private. 
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
Coast Survey estimates an average of 30 minutes to provide reports via the online system. Coast 
Survey receives about 300 chart discrepancy reports annually through the Nautical Discrepancy 
Reporting System. Thus, total estimated burden to the public is about 150 hours annually.  
 
13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record- 
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
Annual cost burden to the respondents is $0 as all submissions are now Web-based. 
 
14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal Government. 
 
The cost of processing the information received is approximately $20,000 annually, consisting 
mainly of employees’ wages and benefits. The cost for processing public reports, however, is less 
than it would cost for NOAA vessels to survey the reported locations. 
 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
There are no changes or adjustments. 
 
 



16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
N/A. 
 
17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
N/A. 
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ACTION: Notice of an opportunity to 
apply to participate in the U.S.-Nigeria 
Commercial and Investment Dialogue. 

Authority: 22 U.S.C. 2395(b). 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce is currently seeking 
applications for members of the U.S. 
private sector to participate in the newly 
established U.S.-Nigeria Commercial 
and Investment Dialogue (CID). The 
purpose of the CID is to deepen the 
trade and investment ties between the 
U.S. and Nigeria and to foster sustained 
engagement between our governments 
on concrete issues of importance to our 
private sectors. 
DATES: All applications for immediate 
consideration for appointment must be 
received by the Office of Africa by 5:00 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST) on 
January 10, 2017 After that date, ITA 
will continue to accept applications 
under this notice for a period of up to 
three years from 
ADDRESSES: Please submit applications 
by email to Karen.Burress@trade.gov, 
attention: Karen Burress, Office of 
Africa or by mail to Karen Burress, 
Office of Africa, 1401 Constitution 
Avenue NW., Suite 22004, Washington, 
DC 20230. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The CID 
has two key objectives which include: 
(1.) Encourage and promote deeper 
commercial and investment ties 
between the U.S. and Nigerian private 
sectors; and (2.) examine key regulatory 
reforms and policy elements that can 
help attract U.S. businesses and 
investors. Currently, the CID has five 
key areas of focus which are 
infrastructure, agriculture, digital 
economy, investment and regulatory 
reform. 

The participants shall contribute 
information, analysis, and 
recommendations based on current in- 
country experience in the Nigerian 
market that address the five key areas of 
focus. The Department particularly 
seeks applicants who are active 
executives (Chief Executive Officer, 
Executive Chairman, President or 
comparable level of responsibility); 
however, for large companies, a person 
having substantial responsibility for the 
company’s commercial activities in 
Nigeria will also be considered. 

For eligibility purposes, a ‘‘U.S. 
company’’ is a for-profit firm 
incorporated in the United States or 
with its principal place of business in 
the United States that is (a) majority 
controlled (more than 50 percent 
ownership interest and/or voting stock) 
by U.S. citizens or by another U.S. 
entity or (b) majority controlled (more 

than 50 percent ownership interest and/ 
or voting stock) directly or indirectly by 
a foreign parent company. Members are 
not required to be a U.S. citizen; 
however, members may not be 
registered as a foreign agent under the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act. 
Additionally, no member shall represent 
a company that is majority owned or 
controlled by a foreign government 
entity or entities. 

Private sector participants will be 
selected, in accordance with applicable 
Department of Commerce guidelines, 
based on their ability to carry out the 
objectives of the CID as set forth above. 

Private sector participants shall serve 
in a representative capacity, 
representing the views and interests of 
their particular industry sector. The 
private sector participants are not 
special government employees, and will 
receive no compensation for their 
participation in the CID activities. The 
private sector participants participating 
in CID meetings and events will be 
responsible for their travel, living and 
other personal expenses. Meetings will 
be held twice annually on an alternating 
basis between Washington, DC, and 
Nigeria. Teleconference meetings may 
also be held as needed. 

To be considered, submit the 
following information by 5:00 p.m. EDT 
on January 10, 2017 to the email or 
mailing address listed in the ADDRESSES 
section: 

1. Name and title of the individual 
requesting consideration. 

2. The applicant’s personal resume 
and short bio (less than 300 words). 

3. Brief statement describing how the 
applicant will contribute to the work of 
the U.S.-Nigeria Commercial and 
Investment Dialogue based on his or her 
unique experience and perspective (not 
to exceed 100 words). 

4. An affirmative statement that the 
applicant meets all eligibility criteria, 
including an affirmative statement that 
the applicant is not required to register 
as a foreign agent under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as 
amended. 

5. Information regarding the 
ownership and control of the company, 
including the stock holdings as 
appropriate, signifying compliance with 
the criteria set forth above. 

6. The company’s size, product or 
service line, and major markets in 
which the company operates. 

7. A profile of the company’s trade, 
investment, development, finance, 
partnership, or other commercial 
activities in or with African markets. 

Statutory Authority: This program is 
funded under Section 632(a) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 

amended (the ‘‘FAA’’), and the 
Department of State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 2010 (Pub. L. 111– 
117) to carry out the provisions of the 
FAA and the FREEDOM Support Act, as 
amended. 

Dated: December 22, 2016. 
Fred Stewart, 
Director, Office of Africa, U.S. Department 
of Commerce. 
[FR Doc. 2016–31664 Filed 12–28–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–HE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Nautical 
Discrepancy Reporting System 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before February 27, 
2017. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Dawn Forsythe, 301–713– 
2780 ext. 144, or Dawn.Forsythe@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) Office of Coast 
Survey is the nation’s nautical 
chartmaker, maintaining and updating 
over a thousand charts covering the 3.5 
million square nautical miles of coastal 
waters in the U.S. Exclusive Economic 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 18:41 Dec 28, 2016 Jkt 241001 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\29DEN1.SGM 29DEN1as
ab

al
ia

us
ka

s 
on

 D
S

K
3S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

mailto:Karen.Burress@trade.gov
mailto:Dawn.Forsythe@noaa.gov
mailto:Dawn.Forsythe@noaa.gov
mailto:JJessup@doc.gov


95964 Federal Register / Vol. 81, No. 250 / Thursday, December 29, 2016 / Notices 

Zone and the Great Lakes. Coast Survey 
also writes and publishes the United 
States Coast Pilot®, a series of nine 
nautical books that supplement nautical 
charts with essential marine information 
that cannot be shown graphically on the 
charts and are not readily available 
elsewhere. 

Coast Survey solicits information 
through the online Nautical Discrepancy 
Reporting System (http://
ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/ 
discrepancy.aspx). 

Data obtained through this system is 
used to update U.S. nautical charts and 
the United States Coast Pilot. 

II. Method of Collection 

Respondents can submit discrepancy 
reports electronically or by telephone 
(888–990–6622). 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0007. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit; individuals or households; not- 
for-profit institutions; federal 
government; state, local or tribal 
government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
300. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 150 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: December 23, 2016. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2016–31614 Filed 12–28–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–JE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

National Estuarine Research Reserve 
System 

AGENCY: Stewardship Division, Office 
for Coastal Management, National 
Ocean Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of Public Comment 
Period for the Weeks Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve 
Management Plan revision. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Stewardship Division, Office for 
Coastal Management, National Ocean 
Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce is announcing 
a thirty-day public comment period for 
the Weeks Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve Management Plan 
revision. Pursuant to 15 CFR Section 
921.33(c), the revised plan will bring the 
reserve into compliance. The Weeks Bay 
Reserve revised plan will replace the 
plan approved in 2007. 

The revised management plan 
outlines the administrative structure; 
the research/monitoring, stewardship, 
education, and training programs of the 
reserve; and the plans for future land 
acquisition and facility development to 
support reserve operations. 

The Weeks Bay Reserve takes an 
integrated approach to management, 
linking research, education, coastal 
training, and stewardship functions. 
The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources has 
outlined how it will administer the 
Reserve and its core programs by 
providing detailed actions that will 
enable it to accomplish specific goals 
and objectives. Since the last 
management plan, the Reserve has built 
out its core programs and monitoring 
infrastructure; constructed several 
facilities including a Resource Center 
that supports education, training, and 
outreach events; participated in more 
than 35 research projects and conducted 
over 100 coastal training program 
events; convened a permanent 
Restoration Advisory Board; and built 
new partnerships with organizations 
within the Mobile Bay of Alabama. 

With the approval of this management 
plan, the Weeks Bay Reserve will 
increase their total acreage from, 6,594 
acres to 9,317. The change is 
attributable to the recent acquisitions of 
several parcels by the Reserve, totaling 
933 acres, as well as the incorporation 
of 1,790 acres of water bottoms adjacent 
to the newly acquired land. These 
parcels have high ecological value and 
will enhance the Reserve’s ability to 
provide increased opportunities for 
research, education, and stewardship. 
The revised management plan will serve 
as the guiding document for the 
expanded 9,317 acre Weeks Bay Reserve 
for the next five years. 

View the Weeks Bay Reserve 
Management Plan revision at (http://
www.weeksbayreserve.com) and provide 
comments to the Reserve’s Manager, LG 
Adams (LG.Adams@dcnr.alabama.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Hank Hodde at (251) 544–5016 or Erica 
Seiden at (240) 533–0781 of NOAA’s 
National Ocean Service, Stewardship 
Division, Office for Coastal 
Management, 1305 East-West Highway, 
N/ORM5, 10th floor, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. 

Dated: December 16, 2016. 
John King, 
Senior Project Advisor, Office for Coastal 
Management, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2016–31573 Filed 12–28–16; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–08–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XF121 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC) to consider actions affecting New 
England fisheries in the exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2017, beginning at 
9 a.m. 
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