
 
 
 
 
 
 
[INSERT ADRESS] 
 
 
 
Dear [INSERT NAME]: 
 
Thank you for agreeing to participate as a peer reviewer for the draft Status Review Report on 
porbeagle sharks (Lamna nasus). We appreciate your help with this important effort.  As you 
may know, in response to petitions from Wild Earth Guardians and the Humane Society of the 
United States to list the porbeagle and a December 2014 court order resulting from litigation 
with the petitioners, we issued a positive 90-day finding on March 27, 2015.  The status review 
will be used to prepare a determination on whether listing porbeagle shark under the Endangered 
Species Act is warranted.  We are asking you to review the document to ensure that its content is 
factually supported and is based on the best available scientific and commercial data, and the 
associated statements are scientifically valid.  Additionally, we would welcome additional 
considerations on the status of porbeagles based on your expertise. 
 
I have provided information on our peer review requirements as well as specific instructions 
below.  The NOAA Information Quality Guidelines provide further information and is available 
at http://www.cio.noaa.gov/services_programs/IQ_Guidelines_103014.html.  
 
Peer review is subject to requirements regarding public disclosure, conflict of interest, and 
restrictions on pre-dissemination of confidential information. To ensure that we have a 
transparent process for public disclosure, peer reviewer comments as well as the names and 
affiliations of each peer reviewer are posted online. We cannot guarantee anonymity of peer 
reviewers or comments if we receive a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request. However, 
we can organize and post comments by reviewer number rather than by reviewer name.   
 
The Peer Review Bulletin further requires that non-Federal peer reviewers complete a 
“Confidential Conflict of Interest Disclosure” form.  This form is attached and may be returned 
with your review or at any time prior to receiving your review. Please note that you are required 
to submit a resume with the signed form.  Further information on the NOAA Conflict of Interest 
Policy and related Disclosure Forms can be found at 
www.cio.noaa.gov/Policy_Programs/info_quality.html. 
 
Specific instructions:  
 
We request that you review the data considered in the enclosed draft report and provide 
comments on the following topics: 
 

http://www.cio.noaa.gov/services_programs/IQ_Guidelines_103014.html
http://www.cio.noaa.gov/Policy_Programs/info_quality.html


1. The accuracy, quality, and completeness of the data considered, particularly if any 
additional data exist that were not considered.   
 

2. Whether uncertainties in the data are reasonably identified and characterized. 
 

3. If you believe that information is missing, justification for a statement is lacking, or 
specific information was applied incorrectly in reaching conclusions, please be specific in 
your comments. 
 

4. Be sure to return a signed conflict of interest form and attach a resume. 
 

All comments must be submitted to us by December 30, 2015. Please summarize your comments 
into a report or letter that provides a brief overview followed by a more detailed review of the 
specific issues we have asked you to review above (1-4).  Comments as to whether the species 
should be listed under the ESA will not be taken into consideration as your comments should be 
limited to those outlined above.  Each written report is to be based on your individual findings, 
and no consensus report shall be accepted.  Lastly, please do not distribute the draft report to 
others.  
 
Comments can be submitted electronically (e.g., Word document) to Ellen Keane of my staff at 
ellen.keane@noaa.gov. 
 
We appreciate your time and effort in completing this review. If you have any questions 
regarding this request, please contact Ellen Keane of my staff at 978-282-8476 or by email at the 
address above. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
       
       Kimberly Damon-Randall 
       Assistant Regional Administrator for  
       Protected Resources 
 
 
Enclosure 
 

mailto:ellen.keane@noaa.gov

