[bookmark: _GoBack]Arctic Report Card: Notes for Reviewers

First published in 2006, the Arctic Report Card is an annual, peer-reviewed, Web-based publication - http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/reportcard/index.html. It is a multi-disciplinary document composed of topical essays in the physical and biological sciences.  

The Arctic Report Card is intended as a source of clear, reliable and concise environmental information on the current state of the Arctic relative to historical records. It is intended for a wide audience, including researchers, teachers, students, decision- and policy-makers and the general public interested in the Arctic environment and science.

The Arctic Report Card presents facts. That is, it describes observations and measurements. Authors can and will discuss the observations and measurements, but the discussion must be grounded in fact, i.e., the published literature. Authors should not speculate. It is also appropriate to cite the literature to describe methods and data sources.

The Arctic Report Card is not a research paper. That is, it is not a forum for the authors to present new analysis, interpretation and conclusions. Authors are discouraged from presenting their own unpublished research into the observations and measurements.

Reviewers are asked to advise the editors and authors as to whether they have achieved a clear, reliable and concise description of the current state of the Arctic. 







