








August 15, 2008

Dear Biological Peer Reviewer, 

Thank you for your willingness to serve as a reviewer!  Please see the attached draft biological report for the proposed green sturgeon critical habitat rule.  We are in the process of preparing formal letters to request your review, but wanted to provide you a copy of the report first, to give you more time for your review. 


The draft biological report was prepared in support of the proposed critical habitat rule.  It documents the critical habitat review team's (CHRT) evaluation of critical habitat, including a summary of the best available data and a description of the CHRT's evaluation methods and results.  The major sections of the report include:  relevant information from the ESA on critical habitat; a summary of green sturgeon life history and habitat needs; a description of the primary habitat features the CHRT identified as essential for conservation of the species; information on each area considered by the CHRT; and a description of the the CHRT's asssessment. 

We specifically request your review and comments on the following topics: 
1)      The accuracy, quality, and completeness of the data considered, particularly if any additional data exists that was not considered; 

2)      Whether scientific uncertainties are clearly identified and characterized, and whether scientific facts are clearly distinguished from professional judgments; 

3)      The appropriateness of the methods used to evaluate the conservation value of critical habitat areas; 

4)      The /reasonableness of judgments/ made from the scientific evidence; and 

5)      The overall clarity and completeness of the document. 


We are under a tight timeline to publish the proposed rule in the Federal Register in September, 2008.  We would appreciate your comments on the draft report by September 3, so that we can review and incorporate your comments into the report prior to its release for public comment (upon publication of the proposed rule).  As part of the peer review process, we plan to provide the public with a peer review report containing the list of reviewers and a summary of the compiled comments. 

Please send your comments via email or hard copy to Melissa Neuman and Susan Wang.  Our contact information is listed below.  Please contact us if you have any questions or need further assistance.  Thank you again for your review! 


Sincerely, 

Susan Wang and Melissa Neuman


Melissa Neuman (Melissa.Neuman@noaa.gov; 562-980-4115) 
Susan Wang (Susan.Wang@noaa.gov; 562-980-4199) 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Southwest Regional Office 
501 West Ocean Blvd, Suite 4200 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
Fax:  562-980-4027
