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Attached is an archive that contains the report that we would like you to critically review for us.  We are asking you to provide a review as part of a peer review process that will include two additional independent reviews. 

This is a report on the results of a pilot study that tested the feasibility of a new sampling design for the NOAA Fisheries Access Point Angler Intercept Survey (APAIS).  This survey has been used primarily to estimate the mean daily catches of marine recreational anglers on the Atlantic coast and in the Gulf of Mexico.  It has been paired with a household telephone survey that estimates the total number of angler fishing days.  Estimates produced by the two surveys are combined to produce estimates of the total catches of different finfish species.  These estimates are used to assess fishing mortality and are used in both fish stock assessments and recreational fisheries management.   

The archive contains the main body of the report (NC_APAIS_Sampling_Design_Pilot_Study_Report.pdf), as well as several separate appendices (Appendices A-G). 

I have also attached a "Conflict of Interest Disclosure" form that you will need to fill out to clarify that you do not have any conflict that would prevent you from being an objective reviewer of this report.

We are hoping to get responses from peer reviewers by November 9th.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you think you will have difficulty with that time frame..    

We greatly appreciate your agreeing to provide a review for us, and we look forward to seeing your criticisms and suggestions for improvements. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Dave

