NOTE:  The charge to the peer reviewers is contained in two letters.  The first was sent to potential peer reviewers in August, 2007.  The second, a follow-up to the first, was sent in January, 2008 to those who indicated a willingness to serve as peer reviewers.  Both are set out below.
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Black Abalone Status Review Report

Peer Reviewer Query Letter

Draft, 9 August 2007

Dear Colleague,

I write to inquire of your interest in assisting the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), with regard to a review of the status of populations of black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii).

The black abalone is under consideration for inclusion on the list of Endangered and Threatened Species pursuant to the United States Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended (ESA).   The black abalone was added to the NMFS Candidate Species list in June 1999, and was transferred to the NMFS Species of Concern list in April 2004.  NMFS initiated a formal status review for black abalone in October 2006.  In December 2006 NMFS received a petition from the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) requesting the listing of the black abalone as either threatened or endangered under ESA, and the designation of critical habitat for the species should listing occur.  In April 2007 NMFS found that the CBD petition presented substantial scientific information indicating that the petitioned action may be warranted.  In June 2007 NMFS convened the black abalone status review team, comprised of experts in the fields of abalone biology and ecology, community ecology, conservation biology, population dynamics and modeling, and marine policy and management, to develop a Black Abalone Status Review Report (Status Review) as mandated by ESA.     

The purposes of the Status Review are to evaluate available information and data on the following topics as they relate to ESA listing:
· Long-term trends in abundance throughout the species range;

· Potential factors for the species’ decline throughout its range (e.g., overharvesting, natural predation, disease, habitat loss, etc.);
· Historic and current range, distribution and habitat use of the species;

· Status of populations in Baja California, Mexico;

· Historic and current estimates of population size and available habitat;

· Knowledge of various life history parameters (size/age at maturity, fecundity, length of larval stage, larval dispersal dynamics, etc.);

· Projections on population growth or decline and risk of extinction; and
· Efforts being made to protect black abalone throughout their range.

To ensure that the Status Review is comprehensive, NMFS is requesting formal peer reviews from experts in relevant fields.  The Status Review Team recognizes your expertise as a potential peer reviewer for the Draft Status Review.  We anticipate completion of the Draft Status Review no later than October 15, 2007, and we anticipate establishing a deadline of November 12, 2007 for peer review comments.  We would like to know if you would be willing to serve as a peer reviewer for the Draft Status Review.  If you are interested in serving, we will provide further details on review protocols prior to October 15, 2007.  
Please forward your response to the Status Review Team Chair, Dr. Glenn R. VanBlaricom at the Washington Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences, University of Washington, mailstop 355020, Seattle, WA 98195-5020 or to glennvb@u.washington.edu at your earliest convenience or by September 1, 2007.  If you have any questions regarding this review you may contact Dr. VanBlaricom via his email address or by telephone at (206) 221-5793.

Washington Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit

School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

University of Washington, mailstop 355020

Seattle, WA 98195-5020

9 January 2008

Dr. Ronald Burton

Scripps Institution of Oceanography

La Jolla, CA 92093

Re:  Review of the draft Black Abalone Status Review Report

Dear Dr. Burton,

Attached for your consideration is the review draft of the Black Abalone Status Review Report (the draft Report).  Following on correspondence of August 2007, I would be grateful if you could provide a critical review of the draft Report.  I had hoped that we could provide this review draft to you before now, and apologize for the delay in completion of the draft Report.

The draft Report has been compiled by the Black Abalone Status Review Team as identified in the draft document.  The Team was constituted by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in response to a petition to list the black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii Leach, 1814) as either “endangered” or “threatened”, and to identify critical habitat for the species at the time of the requested listing, pursuant to the US Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 US Code 1531 et seq.) as amended.

The draft Report is mandated by ESA as one of several responses by NMFS to the petition noted above.  The draft Report reviews and evaluates available information and data on the following topics as they relate to ESA listing: (1) long-term trends in abundance throughout the species range; (2) potential factors for the species’ decline throughout its range (e.g., over-harvesting, natural predation, disease, habitat loss, etc.); (3) historic and current range, distribution and habitat use of the species; (4) status of populations in Baja California, Mexico; (5) historic and current estimates of population size and available habitat; (6) knowledge of various life history parameters (size/age at maturity, fecundity, length of larval stage, larval dispersal dynamics, etc.); and (7) projections of population growth or decline and risk of extinction.

In its final form, the draft Report will include recommendations from the Status Review Team regarding the listing decision.  However, the purpose of the current peer review process is to determine if the draft Report is comprehensive and thorough in reviewing and evaluating available information on the status of black abalone populations throughout the species range.  Because recommendations of the Status Review Team regarding a listing decision are not the primary purpose of this phase of review, those passages in the draft Report that specify Team recommendations regarding a listing decision have been deleted.

I would be pleased to receive written review comments from you no later than Friday, 8 February 2008.  Please contact me at your convenience if you have questions regarding the review process, or if you find that you will be unable to provide a review.

On behalf of the Black Abalone Status Review Team, I offer my thanks for your time and effort toward the review of the draft Report.

Sincerely,

Glenn R. VanBlaricom

Chair, Black Abalone Status Review Team   

