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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

Northeast Fisheries Science Center 

166 Water Street

Woods Hole, MA  02543-1026










May 22, 2007
Dr. John Annala 
Chief Scientific Officer
Gulf of Maine Research Inst.

350 Commercial Street

Portland, Maine 04101

Dear Dr. Annala,
In my role as Stock Assessment Workshop Chairman, I am pleased to invite you to participate as chair of the independent panel in the second (and final) meeting of the “Data-Poor Working Group: Monkfish” to be held in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.  This second meeting will begin on July 9 at 1pm, and end on July 12 or 13. Covered expenses will include transportation to and from the meeting, lodging, and a per diem. 

The purpose of this final meeting is to produce a final stock assessment for the northern and southern monkfish stocks.  Except for minor editing that can be done after the meeting, the assessment report should be completed during your meeting.  This second meeting will build on results from the Working Group’s first meeting, which will take place from June 12-15.  
We encourage you to voice your criticisms, participate openly, and of course, point out/correct any errors that are discovered.  The stock assessment that emerges from your meeting will form the basis for management of the US monkfish fishery.  The Draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for the stock assessment are attached; minor changes may be made to the TORs before the meeting.  
In addition to contributing to the assessment, we ask that you and the other invited panelists on the Working Group write a brief panelist’s Summary Report of the monkfish assessment review process.  This should describe the dates and location of the meeting as well as the process that was followed during your Working Group meeting to reach decisions and produce the final assessment.  This panelist report should also include some comments about the strengths and weaknesses of the assessment results for each TOR. 
Please contact Ms. Colleen Close ( Colleen.Close@noaa.gov , phone 508.495.2373), who will assist you in making your travel reservations. Please follow her instructions closely to be sure that your travel expenses will be covered. We will attempt to get government rates.  In order to be reimbursed, please save all receipts; this includes the contract from the rental car company (should you rent a car).  You can also contact Dr. Paul Rago (Paul.Rago@noaa.gov, phone 508.495-2341), Chief of the Population Dynamics Branch.  

I hope that you will have a stimulating and productive meeting.  Thank you for participating.
Sincerely,

Dr. James R. Weinberg

SAW Chairman

NOAA/NMFS

Northeast Fisheries Science Center

James.Weinberg@noaa..gov
cc:

Fred Serchuk

Colleen Close

Paul Rago

Anne Richards
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