Proposed Rule and Draft Environmental Impact Statement to Implement Speed Restrictions to Reduce the Threat of Ship Collisions with North Atlantic Right Whales 
Charge to Peer Reviewers

The National Marine Fisheries Service Office of Protected Resources respectfully requests your review of the enclosed: proposed rule, titled “Proposed Rule to Implement Speed Restrictions to Reduce the Threat of Ship Collisions with North Atlantic Right Whales”; the draft environmental impact statement, titled “Environmental Impact Statement to Implement the Operational Measures of the North Atlantic Ship Strike Reduction Strategy”; and the economic analysis, titled “Economic Analysis for the Environmental Impact Statement of the North Atlantic Right Whale Ship Strike Reduction Strategy”.  We ask that you please provide your written comments within four (4) weeks of receiving this message. 
In December 2004, the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued a Final Information Quality Bulletin for Peer Review (OMB Bulletin) establishing peer review standards that would enhance the quality and credibility of the federal government’s scientific information.  Among other information, these standards apply to Influential Scientific Information (ISI), which is information that can reasonably be determined to have a “clear and substantial impact on important public policies or private sector decisions”.  

The Office of Protected Resources has developed a proposed rule and contracted for the development of a draft environmental impact statement and economic analysis to implement speed restrictions to reduce the threat of ship collisions with North Atlantic right whales.  These documents are appropriately considered Influential Scientific Information, and are therefore subject to the review requirements of both the Information Quality Act and the OMB Bulletin guidelines. 
Charge
We are interested in your expert opinion on the comprehensiveness of the documents, identification of serious mistakes or gaps, and whether you believe other appropriate data or scientific or technical information could or should have been incorporated.  We welcome any recommendations you may have regarding additional data or information sources that may improve the documents.  If you do not feel qualified to comment on all parts of or all of the documents, your views on those areas of your expertise are welcome. 
Posting of Review Comments
Current OMB Bulletin guidelines require that reviewer comments, names, and affiliations be posted on the Department of Commerce Information Quality web site: http://www.osec.doc.gov/cio/oipr/info_qual.html
Reviewer comments, however, will not be attributed to specific individuals.  Nevertheless, by agreeing to be a reviewer for this report, you must agree to allow your comments to be posted on the web, along with those of other reviewers, and have your name and affiliation posted, though the names will not be linked to specific comments. 
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