Dear ____

The US Climate Change Science Program (CCSP) requests your help in reviewing a key document of the program.  The document, CCSP 2.2 The First State of the Carbon Cycle Report (SOCCR): The North American Carbon Budget and Implications for the Global Carbon Cycle, is one of twenty-one synthesis and assessment products that, when completed, will constitute the primary documentation supporting the near-term deliverables of the program.  You have been nominated to participate in the peer review of the draft report. If you agree to participate, we request that in your evaluation you examine and comment on 1) chapter XX: chapter title and, 2) other parts of the document, as your time and expertise may allow.  Your comments will be considered by the report authors prior to preparing the final drafts of the report for public comment and review by the National Science and Technology Council.  More information on the CCSP synthesis and assessment products and the product you are being asked to review (SAP 2.2) is available on-line at http://www.climatescience.gov/infosheets/factsheet5/default.htm; http://www.climatescience.gov/Library/sap/sap2-2/default.htm; and http://www.isse.ucar.edu/soccr/.  

The expert peer review of the report is an essential element of the review process. We have selected reviewers representing a broad range of expertise and interests in the global carbon cycle and we look forward to your participation.  Please note that your identity and credentials as a reviewer, as well as the complete set of expert review comments, will be publicly available, although your comments will be compiled with those of the other reviewers and individual comments will not be directly attributed to you. In addition, NOAA is adapting the National Academy of Sciences Policy on Conflict of Interest, form 3 (http://www.nationalacademies.org/coi/index.html).  If you participate as a reviewer, you will be required to fill out a variant of the NAS form 3: General Scientific and Technical Studies and Assistance.
Upon your consent, the draft report will be sent to you, with instructions for the written review, by May 22, 2006.  The completed review is due June 30, 2006.  Please contact Dr. Krisa M. Arzayus (krisa.arzayus@noaa.gov) with your consent or any questions.  You will also be contacted by phone to confirm your participation. Your review of the draft document is very much appreciated and vital to ensure the integrity of the final report and the success of the CCSP.  
Sincerely,

Chester J. Koblinsky, Ph.D.
Director, NOAA Climate Program Office

