
Minutes of the 
Atlantic Scientific Review Group Meeting 

Hollings Marine Laboratory, Charleston, South Carolina 
 
 The autumn 2005 meeting of the Atlantic Scientific Review Group (ASRG) 
commenced at 0900 on 8 November 2005, at the NOAA’s National Center for Coastal 
Ocean Sciences, Hollings Marine Laboratory, Charleston, South Carolina.  
 
Day 2: 09 November 2005 
 
[2006 Stock Assessment Report review extracted from meeting minutes] 
 
Draft 2006 SARs  
 
 Palka and Rossman reviewed preliminary results of new bycatch analyses for 
trawl fisheries.  Palka summarized 1993-2004 observed takes and observer coverage in 
the paired and single mid-water trawl fisheries.  Cape Cod was used as the demarcation 
line for the New England and Mid- Atlantic regions, which corresponds to the 2005 LOF 
(i.e., Northeast Mid-Water Trawl and Mid-Atlantic Mid-Water Trawl). The 1999-2004 
analysis focused on single mid-water trawl vessels and observer data were reexamined 
using a variety of statistical models. For example, independence of observed hauls; tow 
duration as a unit of effort; VTR and landings data were compared. Generalized additive 
models (GAM) were used to investigate which variables were significant predictors of 
the bycatch rate. Example variables included: water temperature, bottom slope, target 
species, fishing effort, tow speed, gear characteristics, season, area…). BIC (analog to 
AIC) due to small sample sizes was used to select the best fitting model. The best 
predictor variables included target species (Atlantic herring or Atlantic mackerel) and 
bottom slope (shallow [0-0.5] or steep [>0.5]). Analysis focused on single mid-water 
trawl vessels (1999-2004). Herring trips were mostly in northeast section, some in Mid- 
Atlantic, whereas mackerel was exclusively in Mid Atlantic section. The highest bycatch 
estimate was for unidentified dolphin, at this time it will not be assigned to a species.  
The ASRG recommended that the revised bycatch estimates for Atlantic white-sided 
dolphins, pilot whales, and unidentified small cetaceans be incorporated into the draft 
2006 SARs. 
 Palka’s presentation also included bycatch data from the 1989-1995 experimental 
large pelagic pair trawl, which NMFS closed in 1996. These data were presented since 
NERO reported that a request for an experimental fishery is under review.  The ASRG 
initiated some general discussion on observer coverage in trawl fisheries.  They also 
stated that it will be important to delineate the gear/target species for the upcoming 
ATTRT. In reference to the high 2004 bycatch rates in the mid-Atlantic region, 
Seagraves noted that 2004 was a record year for squid and mackerel landings in the Mid-
Atlantic region due to increased shore side capacity and markets. The ASRG also 
requests that updated information on fishery changes be incorporated into the draft 2006 
SARs. Rossman and Waring responded that that information on the new fisheries will be 
incorporated into the SAR Appendices.  Rossman reviewed her bycatch analyses for the 
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic Bottom Trawl fisheries. She provided an overview of 



observer coverage and observed bycatch.  Observer coverage increased increase 
substantially since 2002. Between 1993 and 2004 observed bycatch included: pilot 
whales (9), common dolphins (28), and Atlantic whitesided dolphins (32). Most of the 
pilot whales and common dolphins were caught along the shelf break between the 
southwest portion of Georges Bank to Delaware Bay in the squid and mackerel fisheries. 
Whereas, white-sided dolphin bycatch was mainly in Gulf of Maine groundfish fisheries 
in Wilkinson Basin. 
 Logistic regression was used to model pilot whale bycatch. Model variables 
included (spatial and temporal (lat., long., month, port…); habitat (slope, SST…); gear & 
vessel (mesh, tonnage class, net material…), and fishing practices (tow duration, tow 
speed…).  Stepwise selection of covariates was used to build the predictive model. The 
important covariates were bottom slope (<2.4 or >= 2.4), and tonnage class (<184 GT or 
≥184 GT).  Preliminary results from univariate analysis for white-sided dolphins were 
reviewed and SST, wire out, and vessel horsepower were deemed to be important 
covariates.  Comparison of logistic regression vs. GAM is underway. To date, modeling 
of common dolphin bycatch has not been started. Rossman also reviewed the revised 
Table 2 for the pilot whale SARs.  The ASRG wanted to know if the JV bottom trawl 
data had been examined. Rossman responded that there have been no Atlantic herring or 
Atlantic mackerel JV fisheries in recent years. Seagraves noted that in prior JV fisheries, 
cetaceans were taken by U.S. boats while net being towed on surface to processing 
vessel. The ASRG requested that the SARs contain text that explains how the new fishery 
designations and analyses affect the estimated bycatch. Seagraves suggested that 
“characteristics” of vessels in the Illex fishery should be examined using criteria reviewed 
by Lisa Hendrickson, NEFSC. 
 
Atlantic Stocks 
Fin whale 
There were only editorial comments. 
 
Humpback whale 
The ASRG had a question on SI determinations table compared to data (animal status) 
that was posted on disentanglement website. NEFSC and NERO staff will look into the 
matter. The ASRG will provide a list of animals in question. 
 
The ASRG initiated additional discussion on the inclusion of current year large whale SI 
and mortalities into the report. Pace responded that the new NEFSC protocol is to prepare 
an annual NEFSC Laboratory Reference Report and then incorporate those data in the 
SAR 5-yr reporting period. 
 
Right whale 
The NEFSC requested assistance on stock name until NMFS determination of separate 
North Pacific and North Atlantic species is complete. The ASRG recommended 
“Northern right whale - Atlantic Stock.” 
 
It was noted that an animal that was a SI in September 2004 and subsequently a mortality 
in 2005 was included in the 2006 draft. The ASRG noted that this is inconsistent with the 



“new policy.”  New text on fishery related mortality needs to be revised.  Editorial 
comments were given to Pace. 
 
Minke whale 
There were no comments on this report. 
 
Common dolphin 
Mostly editorial comments, redline did not work in some places (see abundance data). 
The ASRG wanted to know if the 1998 and 2004 abundance estimates could be used to 
evaluate trends. Palka responded, no, because the seasons were different. The 2004 
surveys began in June, whereas the 1998 surveys commenced in July. The 2004 common 
dolphin abundance estimate was significantly higher than the 1998 estimate. This is 
consistent with previous CETAP finding of higher abundance in spring as compared to 
summer surveys.  The text regarding period of years that stock was or was not strategic in 
the Status of Stock section needs to be clarified. 
 
Pilot whale 
Text in the Stock Definition section pertaining to the Fullard manuscript needs to be 
clarified. 
 
Risso’s dolphin 
Mostly editorial comments, redline did not work in some places (see abundance data), 
and some references are incomplete.  Historical bycatch data needs to be reinserted into 
the report. 
 
White-beaked dolphin 
Minor editorial comments were noted. 
 
Atlantic white-sided dolphin 
The stock definition needs to be corrected, as different names are used in the title and 
text.  Text pertaining to bycatch in Atlantic herring weir fishery needs to be clarified. 
The strategic status may need to be changed once the bottom trawl bycatch analysis is 
completed. 
 
Harbor porpoise 
The footnotes in the strandings table need to be clarified.  Text regarding the 2004 
bycatch vs. PBR needs to be inserted in the Status of the Stock section. 
 
Bottlenose dolphin – Western North Atlantic coastal stock 
The ASRG noted that the SEFSC has been conducting a number of small-vessel surveys 
to help define stock structure.  Therefore, perhaps provisional stock status could be used 
in future SARs.  The recovery factor used in the PBR determination needs to be revised 
to account for the CV of the estimated fishery bycatch.  Research vessel takes should be 
included in the in fishery section.  The text that designates stranded animals to the coastal 
or offshore morphotype needs to be clarified.  Text on the mid Atlantic coastal gillnet 
fishery bycatch estimate needs to be clarified.  Text pertaining to the depleted status and 
photo-ID work needs to be updated. 



 
General issues 
The ASRG requested that a new paragraph be inserted in the stranding section of all 
reports that qualifies the reliability of “human induced mortality.” Waring will provide 
text to all SAR authors.  The ASRG will make a recommendation on collecting tissue 
samples from stranded animals for stock ID purposes.  The ASRG requested that a 
description of the Atlantic herring purse seine fishery be included in Appendix III. They 
also recommended that observers be instructed to look for SI in this fishery. 



 27

APPENDIX II 
Atlantic Scientific Review Group (ASRG) Members and Participants November 8-9 
2005, NOAA’s National Center for Coastal Ocean Sciences, Hollings Marine Laboratory, 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
Don Baltz 
Louisiana State University 
Coastal Fisheries Institute 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Ph: 225-578-6512 
dbaltz@lsu.edu 
 
Diane Borggaard 
NOAA Fisheries Service, NERO 
One Blackburn Dr. 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298 
Ph: 978-281-9300 x6503 
Diane.borggaard@noaa.gov 
 
Leslie Burdett 
NOAA National Ocean Service 
219 FT Johnson RD 
Charleston, SC 29412-9110 
Ph: 843-762-8618 
Leslie.burdett@noaa.gov 
 
Stacey Carlson 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SERO 
263 13th Avenue South 
ST Petersburg, FL 33701 
Ph: 727-551-5776 
Stacey.carlson@noaa.gov 
 
Vicki Cornish 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SERO 
9721 Executive Ctr Dr. North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702-2439 
Ph: 727-570-5771 
Vicki.Cornish@noaa.gov 
 
Joe DeAlteris 
University of Rhode Island 
Fisheries Center, East Farm 
Kingston, RI 02881 
Ph: 401-824-5333 
Jdealteris@uri.edu 
 
Carol Fairfield 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SEFSC 
129 Cotton Hill Road 
Belmont, NH  03220 
PH: 603 731-1333 
carol.fairfield@noaa.gov 
 
Lance Garrison 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SEFSC 
75 Virginia Beach Dr. 
Miami, FL 33149-1033 
Ph: 305-361-4488 
Lance.garrison@noaa.gov 

 
James R. Gilbert 
Dept. Wildlife Ecology 
University of Maine 
Orono, ME 04469-5755 
Ph: 207-581-2862 
James.gilbert@umit.maine.edu 
 
Elizabeth Griffin 
Atlantic States Marine Fish Commission 
1444 Eye St, N.W. Sixth Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 
Ph: 202-289-6400 
egriffin@ASMFC.org 
 
Larry Hansen 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SEFSC 
101 Pivers Island Rd. 
Beaufort, NC 28516-9722 
Ph: 252-728-8797 
Larry.hansen@noaa.gov 
 
Aleta Hohn 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SEFSC 
101 Pivers Island Rd. 
Beaufort, NC 28516-9722 
Ph: 252-728-8797 
Aleta.hohn@noaa.gov 
 
Brian D. Hopper 
NOAA Fisheries Service, NERO 
One Blackburn Dr. 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298 
Ph: 978-281-9300 
Brian.hopper@noaa.gov 
 
Robert Kenney 
University of Rhode Island 
Narragansett Bay Campus Box 41 
Narragansett, RI 02882-1197 
Ph: 401-874-6664 
rkenney@gso.uri.edu 
 
Bill Lang 
Minerals Management Service-GOM 
New Orleans, LA 
Ph: 504-736-2866 
Bill.lang@mms.gov 
 
Steve Leathery 
NOAA Fisheries Service, F/PR1 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
Ph: 301-713-2289 x 110 
Steve.leathery@noaa.gov 
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Kristy Long 
NOAA Fisheries Service, F/PR 
1315 East-West Hwy 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
Ph: 301-713-1401 x 171 
Kristy.long@noaa.gov 
 
Wayne McFee 
NOAA National Ocean Service 
219 Ft. Johnson RD 
Charleston, SC 29412-9110 
Ph: 843-762-8592 
wayne.mcfee@noaa.gov 
 
Keith Mullin 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SEFSC 
3209 Fredric St 
Pascagoula, MS 39567 
Ph: 228-762-4591x275 
Keith.D.Mullin@noaa.gov 
 
Douglas Nowacek 
Department of Oceanography  
Rm 509 OSB  
Florida State University  
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4320  
Ph: 850- 645-1547  
nowacek@ocean.fsu.edu 
 
Dan Odell 
Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute 
6295 Sea Harbor Drive 
Orlando, Florida  32821-8043 
Ph: 407-370-1653 
dodell@hswri.org 
 
Richard Pace 
NOAA Fisheries Service, NEFSC 
166 Water St 
Woods Hole, MA 02543 
Ph: 508-495-2253 
Richard.Pace@noaa.gov 
 
Debi Palka 
NOAA Fisheries Service, NEFSC 
166 Water St. 
Woods Hole, MA 02543 
Ph: 508-495-2387 
Debra.Palka@noaa.gov 
 
Melissa Recks 
NOAA National Ocean Service 
219 Ft. Johnson RD 
Charleston, SC 29412-9110 
Ph: 843-762-8511 
Melissa.recks@noaa.gov 
 
Patricia Rosel 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SEFSC 
646 Cajundome Blve. 
Lafayette, LA 70506-4291 
Ph: 377-291-2123 

Patricia.rosel@noaa.gov 
 
Marjorie Rossman 
NOAA Fisheries Service, NEFSC 
166 Water St. 
Woods Hole, MA 02543 
Ph: 508-495-2111 
Marjorie.Rossman@noaa.gov 
Lori Schwacke 
NOAA National Ocean Service 
219 Ft. Johnson RD 
Charleston, SC 29412-9110 
Ph: 843-762-8541 
Lori.schwacke@noaa.gov 
 
Richard Seagraves 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Room 2115 Federal Bldg. 
300 S. New St. 
Dover, DE 19904 
Ph: 302-674-2331 
Rseagraves@mafmc.org 
 
Gordon T. Waring 
NOAA Fisheries Service, NEFSC 
166 Water St. 
Woods Hole, MA 02543 
Ph: 508-495-2311 
Gordon.Waring@noaa.gov 
 
Randall Wells 
Chicago Zoological Society 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy. 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
Ph: 941-388-2705 
rwells@mote.org 
 
Kate Wells 
NOAA Fisheries Service, SERO 
9721 Executive Ctr Dr. North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702-2439 
Ph: 727-551-5776 
Kate.wells@noaa.gov 
 
Sharon Young 
Humane Society US 
22 Washburn St. 
Bourne, MA 02532 
Ph: 508-833-0181 
Syoung@hsu
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