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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION
Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer.  Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to:  Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102, 
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC  20503. 

1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b. [   ]  None

        a.  -

3. Type of information collection (check one)

a. [   ]  New Collection

b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

f. [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [   ] Regular submission
b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. [   ] Delegated

5. Small entities
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:         

7. Title

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords

10. Abstract

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.  Individuals or households    d.         Farms
b.  Business or other for-profit e.         Federal Government
c.  Not-for-profit institutions    f.  State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a. [    ] Voluntary
b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. [    ] Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses

1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically %

c. Total annual hours requested
d. Current OMB inventory
e. Difference
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change
2. Adjustment

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)

a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

e. Difference
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")
 a.  Application for benefits e.  Program planning or management
 b.  Program evaluation f.  Research
 c.  General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.  Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [   ] Recordkeeping b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c. [  ] Reporting

1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly 3. [   ] Monthly
4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually 6. [   ] Annually
7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods

[   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

    Name:   
    Phone:

 OMB 83-I 10/95



19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in

             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

(i)   Why the information is being collected;

(ii)  Use of information;

(iii) Burden estimate;

(iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

(v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

(vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I 10/95



Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)   

 Signature Date

 Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer

 Signature Date

10/95
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
DEEPWATER HORIZON PHYSICAL SAMPLE REQUESTS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The purpose of this emergency request is for collection of information to make available to the 
scientific community remainders of physical samples that are being stored pending termination 
(expected in early June 2016) of court preservation orders and related requirements associated 
with recently settled legal claims for natural resource damages involving the Deepwater Horizon 
(DWH) oil spill. Samples include approximately 36,000 tissue samples from Gulf of Mexico 
biota, including vertebrates (e.g., marine mammals, turtles, fish, birds), invertebrates (e.g., 
oysters, crabs), and plants, as well as water, sediment, and oil samples. The majority of the 
samples belong to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  
 
Prior to sample disposal, NOAA and USFWS are offering these samples and/or remainders of 
samples to researchers and other members of the scientific community, through electronic 
newsletters from research organizations (e.g. Gulf of Mexico Research Institute) that are sent out 
to their distribution lists, emails to established listserves that connect with a known community 
of researchers (e.g. C-TURTLE) and notices posted on various organizations' web pages 
including NOAA's www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov. The information collected will allow 
NOAA and USFWS to process the sample requests to researchers.  Such research  is authorized 
by the Marine Mammal Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 31. 
 
The emergency Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) review and authorization of the information 
request will facilitate an expeditious sample distribution and disposal process, more quickly 
eliminating sample storage costs which currently total approximately $350,000 per month. These 
charges will be paid in part using funds that may otherwise be available for assessing and 
restoring natural resources and services.   
 
We request that the PRA review be completed within 2 days from receipt of this submission.  
The information to be collected is very similar to the information collection request approved by 
OMB in connection with requests for tissue samples from the National Marine Mammal Tissue 
Bank (OMB Control No. 0648-0468). 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Information collected by NOAA through this effort will be used to: (i) identify the types and 
numbers of samples of interest to requesters; (ii) determine the availability of these samples for 
distribution to requesters; and (iii) complete shipping arrangements. Information will also be 
used to determine the requester’s eligibility to receive samples (e.g., whether the individual is 
associated with a research facility, whether the individual has obtained all required permits or 
authorizations for sample possession), to determine whether the sample will be used for purposes 
consistent with any permits/authorization, and to prioritize requests in instances where available 

http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/text.htm
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samples are insufficient to fulfill requests.  This information will not be disseminated to the 
public in any form, nor will it be used to support information that will be disseminated to the 
public. 
 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
NOAA proposes to collect information via email, as well as through the use of fillable PDF 
forms. Information may also be collected via telephone if the requestor prefers. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
To avoid duplication, NOAA will ask all respondents to submit only one request for all sample 
types of interest for their work. This will ensure that information for the same individual is not 
submitted and processed more than once.  NOAA and USFWS have coordinated efforts to 
collect this information, and the agencies will only require one form for samples in the 
possession of either NOAA or USFWS. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Each individual submitting a request for samples must be associated with a research facility, 
some of which may be small businesses.  However, the burden is not considered to be significant 
because the estimated time to answer the questions is 45 minutes, and for requests not involving 
“special status” samples (e.g., marine mammals, endangered sea turtles, and migratory birds, 
possession of which is restricted) the time burden may be significantly less. The burden is being 
minimized by keeping the information request as simple as possible and limiting areas of inquiry 
to only those essential to fulfilling the request and meeting any legal obligation the agencies have 
to ensure that samples are not improperly obtained or used. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
   
The samples being made available through this information request were collected in connection 
with the DWH oil spill. The samples being offered to researchers are slated for disposal. If 
NOAA and USFWS do not collect the requested information, NOAA and USFWS will be unable 
to provide samples to interested researchers, despite the public’s interest in obtaining these 
samples.  The samples will be disposed of and opportunities for potentially valuable research 
will be lost.  
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Collection of information will be made in a manner consistent with OMB guidelines. 
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8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
An emergency Federal Register Notice was published on May 25, 2016 (81 FR 33242). 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
No confidentiality is promised. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are included in this information collection. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The total expected number of respondents is 200 or fewer, with each responding once. NOAA 
estimates an average burden of 45 minutes per response, including time to research and consider 
which samples might be of interest, fill out the required fields, and e-mail the form to the 
prescribed email address.  200 requests x 0.75 hour = 150 hours total burden.  
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The estimated annual cost burden to respondents is $0. No investment in technology or software 
should be necessary for respondents. If respondents do not have access to free PDF software, 
they can respond by email or request a telephone response.  
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The cost to research and provide information in response to each request is estimated to be 
approximately one hour of government employee or contractor time, with a total cost of 
approximately $20,000 (200 x $100). These costs are already budgeted from the DWH settlement.   
 



 
4 

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new information collection. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



 

OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill – Sample Request Form 

 
Requestor Information 
Name:  
Affiliation:  
Address:  
Email:  
Phone:  
 
1.  Identify the types and quantities of samples of interest (i.e., specific matrices, species, areas, or 
 dates collected). 
 
 
2. For those requesting sea turtle or marine mammal samples: Provide the purpose and/or  research 
 plan including conservation benefit for use of these samples. 
 
 
3. a) For those requesting sea turtle samples: Provide your existing or pending permit numbers 
 including all permits necessary (federal and/or state) for possession and use of the requested 
 samples.  
 
 b) For those requesting marine mammal samples: Provide proof of authorization to receive 
 marine mammal parts under 50 CFR 216.22 or 216.37 (e.g., parts authorization letter, marine 
 mammal permit, stranding agreement). If you are in the process of obtaining authorization, 
 please provide the details. 
 
 c) For those requesting bird samples: Provide your existing or pending Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
 permit or other required permits for possession and use of the requested samples.  
 
 
4.  Recipients may pick up samples at the current storage facility if a mutually agreeable 
 arrangement can be made, or may arrange for shipping through a commercial shipper such as 
 FedEx or UPS, using the  recipient’s account information or a prepaid label. Shipping materials 
 (coolers, packing materials) and special procedures for hazardous shipments may also be 
 required. The recipient should expect to send an appropriate shipping container to the current 
 storage facility for return with samples. Provide your preferred arrangement for taking 
 possession of samples. If shipping, do you have the ability to pay shipping costs and provide 
 shipping materials? 
 
 
5. Provide the earliest date you are prepared to receive requested samples. 
 
 
6. Do you have additional comments or requests? 

 
 

Send inquiries and responses to dwhsamples@noaa.gov. 

mailto:dwhsamples@noaa.gov


 

 
Notice: 
 
The United States, its agencies and instrumentalities shall not be responsible for claims of any kind 
(including loss during transport) regarding the samples provided pursuant to this request form.  Sample 
disposal may be subject to Federal, State and local laws and regulations.  Samples may also be hazardous 
substances subject to various legal requirements regarding transportation, handling, storage and 
disposal. 
 
PRA Statement: 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 45 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. No 
confidentiality is promised. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Greg Baker, NOAA National Ocean Service, Office of Response and Restoration, 
greg.baker@noaa.gov. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number.  

 
 
 



List of Organizations that Distributed the DWH sample availability announcement 
 
The following organizations distributed the announcement either by electronic newsletter, email 
mass-mailing, or posting on their web page. 
 

• Gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov: 
 
http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/2016/05/deepwater-horizon-assessment-samples-
available-to-scientific-community/ 
 

• RESTORE Council: 
 
https://restorethegulf.gov/release/2016/05/18/deepwater-horizon-assessment-samples-available-
scientific-community 
 

• NOAA RESTORE Act Science Program 
 
Sent the announcement to their email list. 
 

• GOMRI: 
 
http://gulfresearchinitiative.org/now-available-deepwater-horizon-nrda-marine-samples-noaa/ 
 

• National Academy of Sciences Gulf Research Program: 
 
http://us8.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=8dc5d96edd0cea5da1175b8c1&id=267a31d238&e=17ac87d113 
 

• Sea Grant: 
 
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/News/SeaGrantAnnouncements/TabId/275/ArtMID/731/ArticleID/660/
NOAA-and-USFWS-Announce-Deepwater-Horizon-sample-availability.aspx 
 

• GOMURC: 
 
http://gomurc.usf.edu/index.php/news-mainmenu/blog/entry/oil-spill-nrda-samples 
 

• Gulf of Mexico Alliance: 
 
(through social media now, and end of May newsletter) 
 

• ICCOPR: 
 

Sent to their email distribution list 
 

• Note: the announcement was also sent to the EC and directly to our TWG PIs. 

http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/2016/05/deepwater-horizon-assessment-samples-available-to-scientific-community/
http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/2016/05/deepwater-horizon-assessment-samples-available-to-scientific-community/
https://restorethegulf.gov/release/2016/05/18/deepwater-horizon-assessment-samples-available-scientific-community
https://restorethegulf.gov/release/2016/05/18/deepwater-horizon-assessment-samples-available-scientific-community
http://gulfresearchinitiative.org/now-available-deepwater-horizon-nrda-marine-samples-noaa/
http://us8.campaign-archive2.com/?u=8dc5d96edd0cea5da1175b8c1&id=267a31d238&e=17ac87d113
http://us8.campaign-archive2.com/?u=8dc5d96edd0cea5da1175b8c1&id=267a31d238&e=17ac87d113
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/News/SeaGrantAnnouncements/TabId/275/ArtMID/731/ArticleID/660/NOAA-and-USFWS-Announce-Deepwater-Horizon-sample-availability.aspx
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/News/SeaGrantAnnouncements/TabId/275/ArtMID/731/ArticleID/660/NOAA-and-USFWS-Announce-Deepwater-Horizon-sample-availability.aspx
http://gomurc.usf.edu/index.php/news-mainmenu/blog/entry/oil-spill-nrda-samples
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