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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION’S 

PAPAHANUMOKUAKEA MARINE NATIONAL MONUMENT INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
On June 15, 2006, President George W. Bush established the Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument (PMNM) by Presidential Proclamation 8031* to ensure the comprehensive, 
strong, and lasting protection of the coral reef ecosystems and related resources of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI). At a time when ocean resources around the world are 
in major decline, the designation of PMNM enabled nearly 140,000 square miles of U.S. land 
and waters of the region to receive the highest form of environmental protection in the country, 
and created one of the largest marine conservation areas in the world.  
 
As part of PMNM’s mission to characterize its natural resources, PMNM conducts annual coral 
reef monitoring expeditions to the NWHI. Additionally, as part of PMNM’s education mission, 
PMNM is committed to providing educational opportunities for students and educators. In order 
to accomplish these two missions, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
(NOAA) PMNM has partnered with the University of Hawaii to offer research internships. Each 
year, a limited number of research internships will be awarded to outstanding undergraduate 
students in the marine sciences at the University of Hawaii. These internships consist of training 
students in SCUBA surveys of coral reef fauna, a research expedition to PMNM aboard a NOAA 
ship, and the development of an independent research project with data from the expedition. Due 
to the fact that space is very limited for these internships, only a small number of internships can 
be offered each year. This request is for a new collection of information from internship 
applicants, in order to allow PMNM staff to select candidates which are best suited for its 
research internships. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The collection of information will consist of an electronic application package, which will be 
solicited annually from undergraduate students applying for the internship. The application 
package will include (1) an application form with information on academic background and 
professional experiences, (2) reference forms by two educational or professional references, and 
(3) a support letter from one academic professor or advisor (see enclosed application forms). All 
gathered information would be used only by staff of PMNM for the purpose of selecting interns, 
and would not be shared with any other party. None of the information collected will be 
disseminated to the public. 
 
*Under the authority of the American Antiquities Act, 16 CFR 431 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=139
http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/anti1906.htm
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The proposed collection of new information will consist of electronic forms which will be 
submitted via email. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
Marine science faculty at the University of Hawaii were contacted in order to determine whether 
the proposed collection represents a duplication of information collection already in progress. 
Since the proposed new collection is aimed at determining the unique suitability of students for 
PMNM’s internships, including providing information on skills, knowledge and previous 
experiences that are relevant to the internship, there are no other alternatives to collect this 
information other than having students and their references fill out the information themselves.   
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The proposed collection of new information does not involve small businesses or other small 
entities.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The proposed new collection of information would be conducted on an annual basis in order for 
PMNM help achieve its education and biological characterization missions. If this information 
collection is not conducted on an annual basis, or not conducted at all, students could not be 
selected for the research internships, thereby preventing PMNM to complete its education 
mission to help train the next generation of marine scientists and conservation managers. In 
addition to providing important educational opportunities for students, these internships help 
NOAA staff its research expeditions, which are federally mandated to collect data on the unique 
coral reef ecosystems and related marine resources of PMNM.  
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
N/A. The proposed collection of new information will adhere to all OMB guidelines.  
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8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on January 23, 2015 (80 FR 15: 3557) solicited public 
comments. No comments were received. 
 
The draft application forms were distributed among faculty at the University of Hawaii in order 
to obtain their views on the clarity of instructions.   
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents, other than providing internships to those 
candidates that are selected.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
All gathered information will be used only by PMNM staff for the selection of interns and will 
be deleted upon the start of the internship Collected information will stored in a password-
protected database.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
N/A. The proposed new collection of information does not contain and questions of sensitive 
nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We expect approximately 20 applicants and an additional three respondents per request, for this 
proposed collection of  information each year, and that each response per request (application 
form, two reference forms and support letter, totaling 80 responses) can be completed in less 
than one hour. Thus, we estimate a total annual burden of 80 hours. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The total annual cost to the public is estimated at $20 or less for copies. 
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]14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The total annual cost to the federal government to process this new collection of information is 
estimated at $600 (20 hours of PMNM staff time x $30/hour). 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
N/A. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results of this new collection of information will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION’S 

PAPAHANUMOKUAKEA MARINE NATIONAL MONUMENT INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
On June 15, 2006, President George W. Bush established the Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument (PMNM) by Presidential Proclamation 8031 to ensure the comprehensive, 
strong, and lasting protection of the coral reef ecosystems and related resources of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI). At a time when ocean resources around the world are 
in major decline, the designation of PMNM enabled nearly 140,000 square miles of U.S. land 
and waters of the region to receive the highest form of environmental protection in the country, 
and created one of the largest marine conservation areas in the world.  
 
As part of PMNM’s mission to characterize its natural resources, PMNM conducts annual coral 
reef monitoring expeditions to the NWHI. Additionally, as part of PMNM’s education mission, 
PMNM is committed to providing educational opportunities for students and educators. In order 
to accomplish these two missions, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
(NOAA) PMNM has partnered with the University of Hawaii to offer research internships. Each 
year, a limited number of research internships will be awarded to outstanding undergraduate 
students in the marine sciences at the University of Hawaii. These internships consist of training 
students in SCUBA surveys of coral reef fauna, a research expedition to PMNM aboard a NOAA 
ship, and the development of an independent research project with data from the expedition. Due 
to the fact that space is very limited for these internships, only a small number of internships can 
be offered each year. This request is for a new collection of information from internship 
applicants, in order to allow PMNM staff to select candidates which are best suited for its 
research internships. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The collection of information will consist of an electronic application package, which will be 
solicited annually from undergraduate students applying for the internship. The application 
package will include (1) an application form with information on academic background and 
professional experiences, (2) reference forms by two educational or professional references, and 
(3) a support letter from one academic professor or advisor (see enclosed application forms). All 
gathered information would be used only by staff of PMNM for the purpose of selecting interns, 
and would not be shared with any other party. None of the information collected will be 
disseminated to the public. 
 
 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=139
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3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

The proposed collection of new information will consist of electronic forms which will be 
submitted via email. 

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Marine science faculty at the University of Hawaii were contacted in order to determine whether 
the proposed collection represents a duplication of information collection already in progress. 
Since the proposed new collection is aimed at determining the unique suitability of students for 
PMNM’s internships, including providing information on skills, knowledge and previous 
experiences that are relevant to the internship, there are no other alternatives to collect this 
information other than having students and their references fill out the information themselves.   

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.  

The proposed collection of new information does not involve small businesses or other small 
entities.  

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

The proposed new collection of information would be conducted on an annual basis in order for 
PMNM help achieve its education and biological characterization missions. If this information 
collection is not conducted on an annual basis, or not conducted at all, students could not be 
selected for the research internships, thereby preventing PMNM to complete its education 
mission to help train the next generation of marine scientists and conservation managers. In 
addition to providing important educational opportunities for students, these internships help 
NOAA staff its research expeditions, which are federally mandated to collect data on the unique 
coral reef ecosystems and related marine resources of PMNM.  

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  

N/A. The proposed collection of new information will adhere to all OMB guidelines. 
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8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on January 23, 2015 (80 FR 15: 3557) solicited public 
comments. No comments were received. 
 
The draft application forms were distributed among faculty at the University of Hawaii in order 
to obtain their views on the clarity of instructions.   
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided to respondents, other than providing internships to those 
candidates that are selected.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
All gathered information will be used only by PMNM staff for the selection of interns and will 
be deleted upon the start of the internship Collected information will stored in a password-
protected database.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
N/A. The proposed new collection of information does not contain and questions of sensitive 
nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We expect approximately 20 respondents to this proposed collection of new information each 
year, and that each of the four forms in the application package (application form, two reference 
forms and support letter, totaling 80 responses) can be completed in less than one hour. Thus, we 
estimate a total annual burden of 80 hours. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
The total annual cost to the public is estimated at $20 or less for copies. 
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]14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The total annual cost to the federal government to process this new collection of information is 
estimated at $600 (20 hours of PMNM staff time x $30/hour). 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
N/A. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The results of this new collection of information will not be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
N/A. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
 



PMNM-UH Research Internship Application 1 

           OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
           Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

PMNM-UH Research Internship Program 
 
NOAA's Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (PMNM) and the University of Hawaiʻi (UH) are 
proud to announce research internships for the summer of 2016.   
 
Internships will include: 
1) Dive training to conduct coral reef surveys using NOAA methodologies   
2) A month long research expedition to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands aboard a NOAA ship (stipend 
included) 
3) Development of an independent research project with UH faculty and NOAA scientists using data from the 
expedition 
4) Presenting the results of the research project to NOAA offices 
 
Applicants must meet the following criteria (see checklist at end of application):  
1) Passed Quantitative Underwater Ecological Surveying Techniques (QUEST) field course (MARE 264 or 364) 
2) Active scientific diver at UH, with ability to qualify for 100ft. depth rating prior to internship 
3) Be able to obtain a letter of reciprocity from the University of Hawaii Diving Safety Program (UHDSP) for 
diving activities to be completed under this internship 
4) Nitrox certification through the UHDSP 
5) Dive computer authorization through the UHDSP  
6) Be proficient with identifying Hawaiian fish and coral fauna  
7) Have completed at least 30 fish or invertebrate SCUBA surveys  
8) Be available in the month prior to the expedition for training (dates TBD)   
9) Be available to participate in month long NOAA research expedition (dates TBD) 
10) Possess medical insurance that is valid through the end of the internship 
11) Have access to SCUBA equipment (BC, power inflator, regulator and alternate air source) with up to date 
servicing through the end of the internship (dates TBD) 
12) Be able to obtain medical clearance to dive off a NOAA vessel; this includes obtaining a TB clearance 
 
The following materials must be included with your application: 
- Internship Application Form 
- PMNM-UH Research Internship Interview Questions Answers  
- Character Reference Sheets from two separate educational or professional references (to be submitted by 
persons recommending you for this internship) 
- Letter of support from a Marine Option Program (MOP) faculty or staff member from your campus who has 
agreed to sponsor you 

 
 
 
 
  



PMNM-UH Research Internship Application 2 

 
OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 

           Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

PMNM-UH Research Internship Application Form  
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing 
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Daniel Wagner, NOAA National Ocean Service, 1845 Wasp Blvd., Bldg. 176, Honolulu, HI 96818, 
Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov. 
 
All information collected from this form will be stored in a password-protected database, and will be deleted upon selection of interns. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to 
the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Submit the following no later than XX June, 2016 to Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov. Reference sheets and letters of 
support should be e-mailed separately by persons recommending you for the internship. You will be notified by late 
June if you have been accepted into this internship program.  
☐  Completed application form  

☐  Character reference sheets from two references 

☐  Letter of support from a Marine Option Program (MOP) faculty or staff member from your campus who   
has agreed to sponsor you 

 

A. General information 
Name:  53T   Phone:  53T                                
 
E-mail address:  53T 
  
Mailing address: 53T                                                                                                                                                                       
  
City: 53T   State:  53T   
 
Postal code:  53T  
 
UH college attending:  53T   Major:  53T              
 
GPA:  53T   Expected graduation date:  53T    
 
Year completed QUEST:  53T   
 
High school attended (name/ location):  53T 
 
B. Supporting coursework 
Please list all marine-related or research courses you have taken that may be relevant to this internship (attach 
additional sheets if necessary). 

Course:  53T   Grade:  53T                   

Course:  53T   Grade:  53T                                                                                                                          

Course:  53T   Grade:  53T 

Course:  53T   Grade:  53T  

mailto:Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov
mailto:Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov
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Course:  53T   Grade:  53T  
Course:  53T   Grade:  53T  
Course:  53T   Grade:  53T  
Course:  53T   Grade:  53T  
 
C. Fieldwork and research experience 
Please list any projects you have been involved with that included scientific diving, boating, field surveys or other 
research experience. Briefly describe your assigned duties and responsibilities (attach additional sheets if 
necessary). 
 
Project name:  53T   Location:  53T 
 
Dates:  53T   Supervisor:  53T 
 
Assigned duties and responsibilities:  
53T  
 
 
 
 
 
Project name:  53T   Location:  53T 
 
Dates:  53T   Supervisor:  53T 
 
Assigned duties and responsibilities:  
53T  
 
 
 
 
 
Project name:  53T   Location:  53T 
 
Dates:  53T   Supervisor:  53T 
 
Assigned duties and responsibilities:  
53T  
 
 
 
D. SCUBA diving history 
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Please enclose a photocopy of both sides of all SCUBA certifications, first aid and CPR cards. 
 
Highest SCUBA certification:  53T 
 
Certifying organization:  53T   
 
Year certified:  53T  
 
Other SCUBA certifications (name, certifying organization and date): 
53T 
 
 
 
Total number of SCUBA dives to date:  53T   
 
Number of dives in the last 12 months:  53T 
 
Expiration date of latest first aid course:  53T 
 
Expiration date of latest CPR:  53T 
 
E. UH scientific diver status 
AAUS authorizing institution:  53T              
 
UHDSP depth rating:  53T Nitrox certified (yes/no):  53T 
Dive computer authorization (yes/no):  53T 
 
Dive Safety Officer:  53T Phone:  53T             
 
E-mail address:  53T                     
                                       
F. Medical insurance information:  
Please enclose a photocopy of both sides of your medical insurance cards. 
 
Company:  53T   Insurance number:  53T   
 
Special medical conditions or allergies (describe): 53T 
 
G. Divers Alert Network insurance:  
Please enclose a photocopy of both sides of your DAN insurance card. If you do not yet have DAN insurance, you 
can get this at: http://www.diversalertnetwork.org/insurance/ 
 
 DAN ID#:  53TValid until:  53T   
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H. Interview questions: 
Please briefly answer the following questions, being as specific as possible (attach additional sheets if necessary). 
  
1.  Describe your educational and long-term professional goals, and how this internship will help you in 
attaining these goals and become a steward of ocean resources in Hawaii, the Pacific Islands or other parts of 
the world. 
53T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Briefly summarize your scientific diving experience, as well as your experience conducting fish and benthic 
surveys. Please include any boat experience and time aboard research vessels. 
53T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What experience do you have with working independently on a research project? Please include experience 
with data management, scientific writing, oral presentations, etc. 
53T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Briefly describe your experience working closely with other people as part of a team.  
53T 
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Checklist for UH–PMNM Research Internship  

To qualify for this internship program you must have the following qualifications:  
☐ Completed the QUEST field course (MARE 264 or 364) 

☐ Active scientific diver at UH with ability to qualify for a 100ft. depth rating 

☐ UH Nitrox certification 

☐ UH dive computer authorization 

☐ Have UH scientific diver authorization through the end of the internship (dates TBD) 

☐ Be proficient with Hawaiian fish and invertebrate fauna (you are expected to be able to 
identify local marine fish and corals by sight and scientific name before internship and pass an 
ID exam) 

☐ Have completed at least 30 fish or invertebrate SCUBA surveys  

☐ Be available for a week long training prior to the departure of the research expedition (dates 
TBD) 

☐ Be available to participate in month long expedition to the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
(dates TBD) 

☐ Possess medical insurance that is valid through the end of the internship (dates TBD) 

☐ Provide a copy of Divers Alert Network (DAN) insurance. If you do not have this, you can 
get this at: http://www.diversalertnetwork.org/insurance/ 

☐ Provide proof that your SCUBA equipment (BC, power inflator, regulator and alternate air 
source) was serviced or purchased new within one year of the end of the internship (dates TBD) 

☐ Be able to obtain medical clearance to dive off a NOAA vessel; this includes obtaining TB 
clearance 

☐ Be enrolled at UH through the fall of 2016 
 
By signing this application I agree to all of the statements listed above.  
 
Signature:  53T   Date:  53T  
 
 



PMNM-UH Research Internship Application 1 

           OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
           Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

PMNM-UH Research Internship Character Reference Form 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing 
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Daniel Wagner, NOAA National Ocean Service, 1845 Wasp Blvd., Bldg. 176, Honolulu, HI 96818, 
Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov. 
 
All information collected from this form will be stored in a password-protected database, and will be deleted upon selection of interns.. Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to 
the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Thank you for taking the time to complete this reference sheet for a student applying for a research internship 
with the University of Hawaiʻi and the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  We greatly 
appreciate your insight and honest evaluation, which will assist us in choosing the best applicants for a very 
limited number of internship positions.  
 
Candidate name:  53T 
Evaluator name:  53T Position and organization: 53T 
 
How long have you known the candidate:  53T 
In what capacity:  53T 
 
Please rank the candidate for each of the listed characteristics using the following scale:  

• No basis for judgment 
• Very poor 
• Could use improvement 
• Neutral 
• Yes; the candidate possesses this characteristic 
• Exceptional; this is a defining characteristic of the candidate 

 
Maturity:   
 
Independence:   
 
Motivation:   
 
Dive ability:   
 
Dive experience:   
 
Ocean experience / savvy:   
 
Judgment:   
 
Ability to work in a team:   
 
Ability to follow directions:   
 
Ability to take direction from authority:   
 
Safety consciousness:   
 
Flexibility – unfazed by schedule or condition changes:   

mailto:Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov


PMNM-UH Research Internship Application 2 

 
Works well under pressure and deadlines:   
 
Stays calm in the water:   
 
Ability to task load while diving:   
 
Potential for working in marine conservation or research in the future:    
 
Active marine options program (MOP) student:   
 
Please answer each of the following two questions using the following choices: 

• Absolutely – I’d go out of my way to select this person for my team 
• Yes – I’d be happy to have this person on my team 
• Yes – but I’d have a couple of minor reservations 
• Maybe – but I’d have a couple of major reservations 
• No – this person would not be acceptable for my team under these conditions 

 
Would you want this person on a team you were leading on a research vessel or small field station?  
 
Would you want this person on a team you were leading while diving and engaged in activities where water 
safety and teamwork are major considerations?  
 
Do you have any additional comments about the applicant? 
53T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; User Engagement 
Survey for Water Resources Forecasts 
and Climate Information 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 24, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Edward Clark: (301) 427– 
9350 or edward.clark@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

As part of the NOAA mission: ‘‘To 
understand and predict changes in 
Earth’s environment and conserve and 
manage coastal and marine resources to 
meet our Nation’s economic, social, and 
environmental needs’’, the proposed 
survey will be part of a stakeholder 
engagement effort to more clearly define 
what those needs are. The proposed 
survey will be used to engage with and 
assess the science and forecasting needs 
of stakeholders in the water resources 
sector. The water resources sector 
includes agencies and companies 
operating reservoirs, and private and 
public interests in regulating rivers. The 
survey is designed to (1) assess the 
accessibility and utility of water and 
climate information and data, (2) assess 
participants’ perceptions and 
knowledge about water and climate, and 
(3) evaluate user needs and the gaps in 
existing water and climate information. 
Participation in the survey will be 

entirely voluntary and will usually be in 
conjunction with workshops related to 
water resources and/or climate. 

II. Method of Collection 

Web-based, or paper if there is no 
Internet access. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0645. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Not for profit 
institutions; state, local, or tribal 
government; business or other for-profit 
organizations; federal government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
90. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 45. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $100 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 16, 2015. 

Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01058 Filed 1–22–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument and University of Hawaii 
Research Internship Program 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 24, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Daniel Wagner, 808–725– 
5836, Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new collection of 
information. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s 
(NOAA’s) Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument (PMNM) would 
like to collect student data and 
information for the purposes of selecting 
candidates for its research internship 
program in partnership with the 
University of Hawaii. The application 
package would contain: (1) A form 
requesting information on academic 
background and professional 
experiences, (2) reference forms in 
support of the internship application by 
two educational or professional 
references, and (3) a support letter from 
one academic professor or advisor. 

II. Method of Collection 

Electronic applications and electronic 
forms submitted via email. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–xxxx. 
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1 ‘‘Fisheries Economics of the U.S,’’ NOAA Office 
of Science and Technology, http://www.st.nmfs.
noaa.gov/economics/publications/feus/fisheries_
economics_2012. 

Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(new information collection). 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households; business or other for-profit 
organizations; not-for-profit institutions; 
State, Local, or Tribal government. 

Estimated Number of Annual 
Respondents: 20. 

Estimated Time per Response: 
Internship application form, reference 
forms and support letter, 1 hour each. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 80. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $20 for copies. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 16, 2015. 
Glenna Mickelson, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2015–01079 Filed 1–22–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD692 

Availability of the Draft NOAA 
Fisheries Climate Science Strategy for 
Public Comment 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of availability; request 
for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is releasing the draft 
NMFS Climate Science Strategy (NCSS) 
for public review and comment. 

Additional information, including the 
Strategy for download may be found at: 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/
ecosystems/climate/. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received from January 21, 2015 through 
March 31, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on this document, identified NOAA– 
NMFS–2015–0010, by any of the 
following methods: 

• Electronic Submissions: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal. Go to 
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2015- 
0010. 

• click the ‘‘Comment Now!’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Mail: Valerie Termini, NMFS, 
Office of Science and Technology, 1315 
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. Include on the envelope the 
following identifier ‘‘NCSS Public 
Comment.’’ 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/ 
A’’ in the required fields if you wish to 
remain anonymous). Attachments to 
electronic comments will be accepted in 
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF 
file formats only. Please include page 
number and line number in your 
comments. Comments sent by any other 
method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Additional information, including the 
Strategy for download may be found at 
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/
ecosystems/climate/national-call-for-
comments, or by contacting Roger 
Griffis, Climate Change Coordinator, 
NMFS, Silver Spring, MD 20910, 301– 
427–8134 or email: roger.b.griffis@
noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Summary of Report 
Warming oceans, rising seas and 

ocean acidification are impacting the 
marine life off of our coasts, disrupting 

fisheries and local economies. These 
impacts are expected to increase with 
continued changes in the planet’s 
climate and ocean systems. There is 
much at risk. For example, ocean- 
related fisheries generate $200 billion in 
sales and support 1.7 million jobs 
nationally each year.1 

These current and possible future 
climate-related changes also affect 
NOAA’s ability to fulfill its stewardship 
mandates for marine resources and the 
communities that depend on them. The 
goal of the draft Climate Science 
Strategy is to increase the production, 
delivery, and use of climate-related 
information to apprise and fulfill NMFS 
LMR stewardship mandates in a 
changing climate, including the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, Endangered 
Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection 
Act, National Environmental Policy Act 
and others. 

The draft Climate Science Strategy 
identifies seven key steps to improve 
the production and use of climate- 
related information to fulfill agency 
mandates and increase the resilience of 
marine resources and resource- 
dependent sectors and communities. 
The Strategy is designed to provide a 
nationally consistent framework to 
guide development and implementation 
of regional actions. The Strategy 
proposes specific near and medium- 
term recommendations, and identifies 
priority recommendations that are 
common across mandates, regions, 
objectives and living marine resources. 

Implementation of the Strategy over 
the next five years is crucial for effective 
fulfillment of NMFS mission and 
mandates with changing climate and 
ocean conditions. Implementation of the 
Strategy will increase the production 
and delivery of climate-related 
information needed by NMFS and 
partners to reduce impacts and increase 
resilience of marine resources and the 
communities that depend on them. 

NMFS works with and depends on 
many partners to fulfill its science and 
information needs from other federal 
agencies to academia, fisheries and 
other organizations. As such, we are 
providing this opportunity for broad 
public review and comment on the draft 
Strategy. 
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