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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

The Ocean Enterprise: A study of US business activity in ocean measurement, observation, 
and forecasting  

 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 

 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
This request is for a new information collection supported by Section 12302 (3) of the Integrated 
Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act (ICOOS Act), part of the Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act of 2009 (Pub. L. 111-11). The purpose of the survey and overall project is to 
gather data to articulate the collective and derived value of the IOOS enterprise, and to create a 
profile of businesses and organizations who are involved with providing services in support of 
the IOOS Ocean Observation system, or utilizing the data for other specific end uses.  This is the 
first survey of its kind on a national scale. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The project is funded by NOAA and is being conducted on its behalf by the contractor, ERISS 
Corporation.  The project contract spans three years, with the first portion of the contract mainly 
involved with researching and selecting appropriate businesses to include in the study database.  
The web survey will be the main data collection piece of the project and is necessary in order to 
collect demographic, financial, and functional information for each organization with regards to 
their involvement with IOOS.  The final deliverable of this project is an analytic report detailing 
the findings of the web survey and the analysis of the employer database. This will be a one-time 
survey. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
This is a web-based survey; however, respondents may answer survey questions over the 
telephone if they prefer.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
This is the first survey of its kind on a national scale. A similar study on a smaller scale was done 
two years ago and focused only on San Diego. It was sponsored by the Maritime Alliance. 
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The majority of business will have fewer than 100 employees, but the percentage is unknown. It 
is recognized that the burden of responding to a survey can take a special toll on small businesses 
where resources can often be scarce.  To minimize this burden for businesses of all sizes, extra 
care was taken to design a survey that in most cases will take 25 minutes to complete.  
Additionally, businesses will be able to save their progress on the survey and come back to it at a 
later time. Finally, the web survey format enables survey respondents to complete the survey at a 
time of their choosing.  Most significantly, the survey asks for information that should be readily 
at hand and take no special research. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The marine technology industry is an important partner and stakeholder within IOOS; however, 
without the baseline that this study will provide, IOOS is unable to articulate its collective and 
derived value. The results will demonstrate the size and economic impact of IOOS data to the 
United States marine ocean sector.  That information can be used to understand the value of 
export sales and the identification of potential growth and/or new international markets which 
would further the Department of Commerce (DOC) strategic goal for better environment 
intelligence and translate into better programs by the DOC International Trade Administration in 
ocean observing industries in international trade. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
None. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on September 16, 2014 (79 FR No. 179 (55431)) solicited 
public comments. No comments were received. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
None. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Survey respondents will be informed of the uses of the data and also informed the level of 
confidentiality the data will be treated with: all raw survey data will be accessible only by 
NOAA and designated entities who will be analyzing the data and providing summary reporting. 
Results of the survey data will be published at the aggregate, summary level. Therefore no 
individual responses will be provided, and nothing attributable to any single company will be  
reported.  The raw survey database will be the property of NOAA, and will not be shared with 
any external organizations.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
None. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The survey is estimated to take 25 minutes per respondent.  We expect 300 respondents to 
complete the survey. The total estimated burden is 125 hours. 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
There are no recordkeeping/reporting costs. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There are no annualized costs to the Federal government. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new program. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No complex hypothesis testing or statistical tests are planned. Our analysis will be descriptive, 
describing proportions of respondents who chose each specific answer.  
  
Data collection will take place between March and April 2015. Data analysis and creation of the 
descriptive report will take place May through July of 2015.  Delivery of the report draft is 
scheduled for August of 2015.  Finalization of report is scheduled for September 2015. 
 
The final report will be available on the IOOS website at www.ioos.noaa.gov.  
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17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
None.    

4 
 



SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

The Ocean Enterprise: A study of US business activity in ocean measurement, observation, 
and forecasting  

 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-xxxx 

 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g. establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The units of analysis for this project are individual businesses who fit a pre-specified criteria. 
The preliminary stage of this project involves identifying the universe of employers who meet 
this criteria: (1) providers of observing system infrastructure; and/or (2) intermediaries who use 
ocean, coastal and Great Lakes observational and model information as an input to the creation 
of value added information products tailored it for specific end-use.  Stage 1 of this project was 
the identification of organizations who likely provide services for IOOS or use IOOS data 
streams. This process involved compiling lists of organizations from industry associations, and 
then removing those businesses who would not qualify based on visual inspection against 
inclusion criteria (e.g., the business was foreign based or a non-profit educational institution).  
Therefore, it is likely that almost all organizations on the contact list will be qualified to take part 
in the survey.  
 
However, the first question of the included survey provides further screening (and is included in 
the estimated burden).  It lists a number of functions that would qualify them for the survey. If 
they do not perform any of the listed four broad functions, they are thanked for their time and the 
survey ends.   It is estimated that 1,000 organizations will be identified to be included in the 
survey.  As we are working with such a numerically limited universe of employers, the entire 
universe of identified organizations will be targeted for the survey (not a sample), with an 
expected response rate of 30%.  This means that 300 organizations are ultimately expected to 
complete the survey. 
 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
The survey itself will be web-based.   Invitations to participate in the survey will be sent to the 
universe of organizations in a series of 4 waves over 1 month, with each wave 1 week after the 
last. This allows for targeting adjustment given differential response rate from any strata of 
organizations.  The emails will contain links to the survey website, as well as an opt-out option. 
If an organization indicates they are not interested in participating they will not be contacted 
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further.  Every attempt will be made to ensure that the final database of respondents is 
representative of the universe of organizations by the following stratification parameters: size of 
organization (number of employees), function (provider or intermediary), and geographic region 
(e.g., southwest, gulf, northeast).  Proportional comparisons will be conducted to gauge the 
representativeness of the incoming surveys, and adjustments made for subsequent waves of the 
survey. For example, if the data is over-represented with firms performing a certain function, or 
in a region, it is possible that similar organizations will not be contacted in subsequent waves.   
 
3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
Pre-survey information campaigns utilizing trade publications and electronic media will be 
conducted to familiarize potential participants with the upcoming survey.  After the initial email, 
reminder emails will be sent to non-responding organizations, up to a maximum of 4 emails, one 
week apart.  Respondents will be removed from the list for subsequent reminder email 
invitations, as will organizations that have opted out of participation.   The web survey has been 
designed to be as simple as possible, and with a limited number of questions.  It will be clearly 
outlined in the information in the invitation emails that the respondent may skip any questions 
they do not choose to answer, and that the survey should take only 25 minutes to complete.  The 
survey will be conducted on behalf of NOAA, an organization with which this universe of 
respondents is familiar with and, in many cases, has a working relationship.  It will be clearly 
stated in the informational email that the data collected during the survey will be kept in strictest 
confidence, and the results only reported at the aggregate level.  
 
Although every effort will be made to obtain as many responses as possible, response rates of 
75% or more are rare in web-surveys, with rates in the 30% to 40% range more typical except in 
the case of internal, mandated situations.  Therefore, it will be important that the resulting sample 
is representative of the overall universe of organizations as specified in B.1.   Furthermore, as all 
analyses will be descriptive in nature (e.g., no statistical tests or hypothesis testing), the issue of 
power and response rate becomes less important given a sufficient number of responses), 
(although it is acknowledged that the confidence intervals will be wider for smaller sample sizes.  
Additionally, if a specific strata (e.g. region) is not deemed to have sufficient responses (e.g. 
>20) or to not be proportionally representative of the universe, then analysis will not be 
conducted at that level of stratification in order to avoid inaccurate representation of true values.  
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
 
 
  

2 
 



The survey instrument was piloted with three (3) companies that would be eligible to 
complete the survey.  This process was completed during the last two weeks of February, 
2015. The survey was generally very favorably accepted. Representatives from these 
companies provided valuable feedback and comments that have been incorporated into the 
survey. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Statistical consulting regarding the survey design, data collection, and data analysis will be 
provided by Steven Tally, Ph.D. of the ERISS Corporation.  Dr. Tally has extensive experience 
with statistical methods and research design.  Dr. Tally can be contacted at: 858-442-
4058, steven.tally@eriss.com. 
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****RECRUITMENT EMAIL 

Greetings from your friends at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration! 

We are conducting a first of its kind study to determine the extent of United States private sector 
activity in support of ocean measurement, observation and forecasting and the use of ocean 
information to deliver safety, economic and environmental benefits. The study is sponsored by NOAA’s 
National Ocean Service and the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS®). 

You can help us with this important study by completing a web-survey (link is provided below). The 
survey will take only 20 to 30 minutes or your time, and will provide us with important information 
regarding your experiences, and what you hope to see in the future for the ocean measurement, 
observation, and forecasting sector.  Your survey responses will be kept strictly confidential, and the 
survey results will only be reported at the aggregate level.   

If you feel someone in your organization is better suited than yourself to complete this survey, please 
feel free to forward this message. 

To participate it in the survey, please click here: <SURVEY LINK> 

Want to know more? Visit our study information website here: http://www.usworks.com/usioos/ 

Thank you for your time and participation in this important venture. 

Regards, 

NOAA REP TBD 

CONTACT INFO 
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***REMINDER EMAIL 

Greetings from your friends at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration! 

In the past few weeks we sent a message asking for your participation in an important study. 

The study is a first of its kind study to determine the extent of United States private sector activity in 
support of ocean measurement, observation and forecasting and the use of ocean information to deliver 
safety, economic and environmental benefits. The study is sponsored by NOAA’s National Ocean Service 
and the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS®). 

You can help us with this important study by completing a web-survey (link is provided below). The 
survey will take only 20 to 30 minutes or your time, and will provide us with important information 
regarding your experiences, and what you hope to see in the future for the ocean measurement, 
observation, and forecasting sector.  Your survey responses will be kept strictly confidential, and the 
survey results will only be reported at the aggregate level.   

If you feel someone in your organization is better suited than yourself to complete this survey, please 
feel free to forward this message. 

To participate it in the survey, please click here: <SURVEY LINK> 

Want to know more? Visit our study information website here: http://www.usworks.com/usioos/ 

Thank you for your time and participation in this important venture. 

Regards, 

NOAA REP TBD 

CONTACT INFO 

 

***IF NEEDED OPTOUT STATEMENT*** 

If you would like to not receive any more reminders, please reply to this email with the term “opt-out” 
in the subject or email text. 

 

 

http://www.usworks.com/usioos/


OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

 
IOOS® QUANTITATIVE QUESTIONS  

 
***BEGIN SURVEY CONTENT HERE 

The Ocean Enterprise:   
A Survey of US Business Activity in Ocean Measurement, Observation, and Forecasting 

 
Thank you for participating in this important survey.  Your input is entirely voluntary and you 
may skip any questions you do not feel comfortable answering.  Final survey data will only be 
published at the aggregate level, and no information will be attributable to any individual or 
organization. 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 25 minute per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Carl Gouldman, NOAA Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS), 
1100 Wayne Avenue, Suite 1225, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall 
any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information 
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
 
This survey seeks to engage with businesses providing the infrastructure needed to undertake 
measurements and observations in the coastal, ocean, and Great Lakes environments.  
Additionally, it includes enterprises that make use of such measurements, observations, and any 
derived forecasts in the production of data products for commercial sale. 
 
The purpose of the survey is to determine the economic and employment impact of this 
important industry cluster within the United States.  It will help to support understanding the 
value of US exports generated by this cluster and the identification of potential growth and/or 
new international markets which the Department of Commerce (DOC) should consider within its 
strategic goals for trade and investment.  
  
The survey is being conducted under the auspices of the NOAA Integrated Ocean Observing 
System (IOOS) Program Office as part of its mission to work with industry in promoting the 
benefits of ocean observation, measurement, and forecasting.  IOOS is a network of people and 
technology that work together to compile and distribute data on coastal, ocean and Great Lakes 
waters.    
  

  



 
1. Please select the answer choice(s) below that best describes your business: (select all that 

apply) 
 We provide infrastructure for ocean measurement, observation, or forecasting 

purposes (e.g., platforms, instruments, sensors, data communications, IT 
infrastructure, instruments for navigation and positioning, etc.)  

 We use ocean measurements, observations or forecasts to create or enhance a 
value added data product offered for commercial sale (e.g. to provide a survey 
product,  power a weather or surf forecast service, evaluate ocean hazards, 
support fish locating, etc.) 

 We don’t provide  ocean measurement, observation, or forecasting infrastructure 
or use ocean measurements, observations or forecasts <SURVEY WILL GO TO 
THANK YOU/EXIT SCRIPT> 

 
2. How long has your business provided ocean measurement, observation or forecast 

infrastructure or related value added services? 
 Less than 1 year 
 1  through  3 years 
 through 5 years 
 More than 5 years 
 Unknown 

 
3. Currently, how many employees in your business are located in the U.S.? 

 1-4 
 5-9 
 10-24 
 25-49 
 50-99 
 100-249 
 250-499 
 500-999 
 1000 or more 

 
4. Currently, how many employees in your business are at your current location? 

 We only have one location 
 1-4 
 5-9 
 10-24 
 25-49 
 50-99 
 100-249 
 250-499 
 500-999 
 1000 or more 

 
5. In the next 12 months do you anticipate your company: 

 Growing 



 Staying the same 
 Decreasing 
 Not sure 

 
6. Is your company a subsidiary, and if YES, what is the name of the holding company and 

in which country is it registered? 
 Not a subsidiary 

Yes, we are a subsidiary of   , and based in (Country)  . 
 

7. How many discrete locations does your company or your parent company have? 
(multiple buildings on a single campus counts as one location) 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6-9 
 10 or more 

 
8. How many of these locations are outside the U.S.? 

 All 
 None 
 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6-9 
 10 or more 

 
9. What were your company’s gross revenues for the past year? 

a) Subsidiary revenues (if subsidiary)   
b) Overall company revenues    

 
 

10. What share of your revenue is due to Maritime activities or business?  
 0% or None 
 1% to 24% 
 25% to 49% 
 50% to 74% 
 75% to 100% 
 Don’t Know 
 

11. What share of your maritime revenues is due to business or activities associated with 
providing ocean observation, measurement or forecasting infrastructure or provision of 



value added data products based in whole or in part on ocean observation, measurement 
or forecast data? 
 0% or None 
 1% to 24% 
 25% to 49% 
 50% to 74% 
 75% to 100% 
 Don’t Know 

 
12. What percentage of your ocean observation, measurement or forecasting related revenues 

from Question 10 is from sales outside the U.S.?  
 0% or None 
 1% to 24% 
 25% to 49% 
 50% to 74% 
 75% to 100% 
 Don’t Know 

 
13. In the next 12 months, do you anticipate your ocean observation, measurement and 

forecasting related business revenue: 
 Growing 
 Staying the same 
 Decreasing 
 Not sure 

 
14. From which of these market areas does your company, or your parent company (if it is 

U.S. registered) receive significant ocean observation, ocean measurement or ocean 
forecasting business related revenue (greater than 5%) (Select all that apply):  
 Australia/New Zealand 
 Other Asia-Pacific 
 Japan 
 China 
 Taiwan 
 South Korea 
 Africa 
 Middle East 
 East Europe/Russia 
 Continental Europe 
 UK/Ireland 
 USA 
 Canada 
 Mexico/Central America 
 Non-U.S. Caribbean 
 South America 
 Other:      

 



15. What are your main market sectors?  (select all that apply) 
 Academic research 
 Defense 
 Maritime Security 
 Ports/harbors 
 Coastal protection 
 Environmental monitoring 
 Renewable energy 
 Oil/gas 
 Maritime security 
 Fishing industry 
 Hydrographic Surveying 
 Construction Surveying 
 Water and water quality 
 Biotechnology 
 Engineering 
 Weather and ocean forecasting 
 Cargo shipping 
 Cruise ships/passenger ships 

Other:     
 
 
[NOTE TO OMB REVIEWER: At this point, in order to minimize respondent burden the system 
will skip to the appropriate questions depending upon their answer to Question #1. The 
conditional skip logic is as follows: 
 

• If the respondent checked off Box 1 of Question 1 (provider of infrastructure for ocean 
measurement, observation, or forecasting purposes) the survey INCLUDES QUESTION 
15 AND THEN SKIPS TO QUESTION 18. 

 
• If the respondent checked off Box 2 of Question 1 (a user of ocean measurements, 

observations or forecasts to create or enhance a value added data product offered for 
commercial sale) the survey SKIPS FROM QUESTION 14 TO QUESTIONS 16. 

 
• If they endorse both Box1 and Box 2 of Question 1, the survey skips no questions. 

 
     

16. What kind of ocean measurement, observation, or forecasting infrastructure (e.g., 
platforms, instruments, sensors, data communications, Information Technology 
infrastructure etc.) do you sell? (select all that apply) 
 Hydrographic survey sensors/instruments/systems 
 Shallow geophysical survey sensors/instruments/systems 
 Geotechnical measurement/sampling, sensors/instruments/systems 
 Physical oceanographic sensors/instruments/systems 
 Chemical oceanographic sensors/instruments/systems 
 Biological oceanographic sensors/instruments/systems 



 Navigation and positioning sensors/instruments/systems 
 Platforms such as towed systems, remote or autonomous underwater vehicles 
 Data communications and Information  Technology infrastructure 
 Other    

 
 

17. If you utilize “IN SITU” ocean observations or measurements in your data products (ie 
data generated from observations or measurements conducted within or upon the ocean) 
what kind of data do you use? (select all that apply) 
 Bathymetric data 
 Geophysical data 
 Geotechnical data 
 Physical oceanographic data 
 Chemical oceanographic data 
 Biological oceanographic data 
 Other    
 We do not utilize IN SITU data 

 
18. If you utilize “REMOTELY SENSED” ocean observations in your product (e.g., 

satellites, airplane observations, high frequency radar), what kind of data do you use? 
(select all that apply) 
 Aircraft observations 
 Satellite observations 
 Shore observations 
 Other    
 We do not utilize REMOTELY SENSED data 
 

The following questions relate specifically to your interaction with the US Integrated Ocean 
Observing (IOOS).    

 
19. Are you aware of the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS)and, if so, do you 

contribute to IOOS infrastructure or utilize IOOS coordinated data? (Select all that apply) 
 We are unaware of the IOOS <SURVEY WILL GO TO THANK YOU/EXIT 

SCRIPT> 
 We are aware of  IOOS  
 We contribute to IOOS infrastructure 
 We make use of IOOS coordinated data 

 
 

20. Which of the following do you consider issues or barriers to working with IOOS that 
impact your business?  (select all that apply) 
 Local regulations or restrictions 
 Limited access to data streams 
 Structure of IOOS data streams limits usability 
 Lack of documentation on IOOS data streams 



 Difficulties or limitations with adapting new technology into the existing ocean 
observing system 

 Limited knowledge about future investment and development plans for the IOOS 
system 

 Data does not adequately cover the geographical needed 
 Hard to find employees who can work with the IOOS data  
 Hard to find employees who can work with the IOOS infrastructure  
 Other:     
 None of the above 
 Don’t know 

 
21. In the future, we plan to: (select all that apply) 

 Develop new products that utilize IOOS data 
 Expand the capabilities of our current product that utilizes IOOS data 
 Provide additional infrastructure for IOOS 
 Provide additional services for IOOS 
 Eliminate some products or services we provide 
 None of the above 

 
22. What areas do you think could be improved with regard to working with IOOS? (select 

all that apply) 
 Better information and data stream standardization 
 More openness to opportunities for new innovations 
 Greater focus on the interests of small or new enterprises engaged in ocean 

observation, measurement, and forecasting or the use of ocean data 
 Greater focus on the interests of large or established enterprises 
 Other: (please describe)         
 None of the above 

 
23. Do you feel your current or future workforce could benefit from specific training related 

to working with IOOS data or providing IOOS infrastructure? 
 Yes:  please explain:       
 No 
 Don’t know 

 
24. Is there anything that would make it easier to provide services, products, or infrastructure 

to NOAA and the IOOS system? 
 Yes:  please explain:       
 No 
 Don’t know 
 

25. Is there anything that would make it easier to utilize the IOOS data and incorporate it into 
a product? 
 Yes:  please explain:       
 No 
 Don’t know 

OPTIONAL RECOMMENDATION QUESTION: 



 
Can you recommend other recipients for this survey? These could be subsidiaries of your 
company, or other qualified companies?  
 
If yes, please list below (name of company and contact if available): 
 
      
      
      
      
 



Background: 
It was requested that the current survey instrument be piloted with a small number of companies that 
would be eligible to complete the survey.  This process was completed during the last two weeks of 
February, 2015.  The following companies completed the pilot survey and provided feedback and 
comments: 
 

1) PortVision/Global Data Solutions 
2) Sonrdyne Inc 
3) BMT Scientific Marine Services Inc 

 
The survey was generally was, in general, very favorably accepted. However representatives from these 
companies did provide some valuable feedback and comments that have been incorporated into the latest 
version of the survey. 
 
 

1. It was suggested that, as currently written the company size question could be confusing without 
a follow-up. The suggestion was for a follow-up question that asked about number of employees 
at the current location to follow the general company size question.  

2. For Question 1, there was some confusion about whether instruments for navigation and 
positioning are included in the first tick box. As these are essential to all measurements they 
should be. To avoid this potential confusion the list should explicitly include this, ie (eg., 
platforms, instruments, sensors, navigation and positioning, data communications, IT 
infrastructure, etc.) 

3. For Question 7:  This question should be moved to follow question 4. This is a more logical order 
and helps remove any ambiguity in Question 5. 

4. For Question 5: If the addressee represents a subsidiary company we need to be clear whether this 
question is seeking to determine the number of locations for the parent or the subsidiary. I would 
suggest that knowing the number of locations for the parent is more useful (since we know from 
the answer to the previous question, the old question 7, whether the parent is in the US or 
overseas). If we agree to this then the question should be changed to: How many discrete 
locations does your company or your parent company have? 

5. For Question 8: Sonardyne raised the comment that some companies may be uncomfortable with 
completing this question as small to medium sized enterprises in the US do not publicly disclose 
their revenue (unlike in the UK where all registered companies must file annual returns which are 
a matter of public record). I don’t think this is a problem – recipients of the survey will simply not 
answer this if they are uncomfortable with disclosure. 

6. For Question 13: The subsidiary/parent issue also comes up with this question. If the recipient is a 
subsidiary company should they answer this question on behalf of the subsidiary or the parent? 
Since we are seeking to understand export activity by US companies I would suggest rewording 
this to make it unambiguous: 
 
“From which of these market areas does your company, or your parent company (if it is US 
registered) receive significant ocean measurement or ocean forecasting business related revenue 
……” 
 

7. For Question 14: Sonardyne suggest splitting the surveying box into two entries: 
 

-Hydrographic surveying 
-Construction survey 

 
8. For Question 15: Add an additional box before platforms such as towed systems: 



 
-Navigation and positioning sensors/instruments systems 
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Dated: September 8, 2014. 
Willie E. May, 
Associate Director for Laboratory Programs. 
[FR Doc. 2014–22050 Filed 9–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Ocean and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Alaska Region 
Logbook Family of Forms 

AGENCY: National Ocean and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before November 17, 
2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Patsy A. Bearden, (907) 586– 
7008, or patsy.bearden@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management Act 16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq. authorizes the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(Council) to prepare and amend fishery 
management plans for any fishery in 
waters under its jurisdiction. National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region 
(NMFS) manages: (1) The crab fisheries 
in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
waters off the coast of Alaska under the 
Fishery Management Plan for Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Crab; (2) 
groundfish under the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Groundfish 
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands Management Area; and (3) 
groundfish under the Fishery 
Management Plan for Groundfish of the 
Gulf of Alaska. The International Pacific 

Halibut Commission (IPHC) and NMFS 
manage fishing for Pacific halibut 
(Hippoglossus stenolepis) through 
regulations established under the 
authority of the Northern Pacific Halibut 
Act of 1982. The IPHC promulgates 
regulations governing the halibut fishery 
under the Convention between the 
United States and Canada for the 
Preservation of the Halibut Fishery of 
the Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea. 

Vessels required to have a Federal 
Fisheries Permit (FFP) are issued free 
daily fishing logbooks (DFLs) for 
harvesters and daily cumulative 
production logbooks (DCPL) for 
processors to record groundfish, Crab 
Rationalization Program (CR) crab, 
Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) halibut, 
IFQ sablefish, Western Alaska 
Community Development Quota 
Program (CDQ) halibut, and prohibited 
species catch (PSC) information. Catcher 
vessels under 60 ft (18.3 m) length 
overall are not required to maintain 
DFLs. Multiple self-copy logsheets 
within each logbook are available for 
distribution to the harvester, processor, 
observer program, and NOAA Fisheries 
Office for Law Enforcement. The 
longline or pot gear logbooks have an 
additional logsheet for submittal to the 
IPHC. 

As electronic logbooks (eLogs) 
become available, paper logbooks are 
discontinued and removed from this 
collection. The forms and DFL and 
DCPL logsheets may be viewed on the 
NMFS Alaska Region Home Page at 
http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/rr/
default.htm. 

In addition to the logbooks, this 
collection includes the buying station 
report, check-in/out for shoreside 
processors, product transfer report, and 
U.S. vessel activity report. 

II. Method of Collection 
Paper logbooks and paper and 

electronic reports are required from 
participants. Methods of submittal 
include mail, Internet, and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0213. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; Business or other for-profit 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
512. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes per active response and 5 
minutes inactive response for Catcher/

processor Trawl Gear DCPL; 41 minutes 
per active response and 5 minutes per 
inactive response for Catcher/processor 
Longline and Pot Gear DCPL; 23 
minutes for Buying Station Report; 5 
minutes for Shoreside Processor Check- 
in/Check-out Report; 20 minutes for 
Product Transfer Report’ and 14 
minutes for Vessel Activity Report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 12,068. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $23,218. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–22006 Filed 9–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Marine Technology 
and Services Enterprise Impact and 
Utilization Survey Sponsored by the 
U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing 
System 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
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proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before November 17, 
2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Carl Gouldman, (301) 427– 
2435 or carl.gouldman@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
This request is for a new information 

collection supported by Section 12302 
(3) of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean 
Observation System Act (ICOOS Act) 
part of the Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act of 2009 (Pub. L. 111– 
11). The survey is voluntary. 

NOAA’s National Ocean Service is 
requesting approval of a Web-based 
survey of employers who provide either 
services or infrastructure to the 
Integrated Ocean Observing System 
(IOOS) or organizations that add value 
to the IOOS data and other outputs by 
tailoring them for specific end uses. The 
purpose of the survey and overall 
project is to gather data to articulate the 
collective and derived value of the IOOS 
enterprise, and to create a profile of 
businesses and organizations who are 
involved with providing services or 
utilizing the data for other specific end 
uses. This is the first survey of its kind 
on a national scale. The project is 
funded by NOAA and is being 
conducted on its behalf by the 
contractor, ERISS Corporation. The 
project contract spans three years with 
the first portion of the contract mainly 
involved with researching and selecting 
appropriate businesses to include in the 
study database. The web survey will be 
the final data collection piece of the 
project and is necessary in order to 
collect demographic, financial, and 
functional information for each 
organization with regards to their 
involvement with IOOS. The final 
deliverable of this project is an analytic 
report detailing the findings of the web 
survey and the analysis of the employer 
database. 

The marine technology industry is an 
important partner and stakeholder 
within IOOS; however, without the 
baseline that this study will provide, 

IOOS is unable to articulate its 
collective and derived value. The results 
will demonstrate the size and economic 
impact of IOOS data to the United States 
marine ocean sector. That information 
can be used to understand the value of 
export sales and the identification of 
potential growth and/or new 
international markets which would 
further the Department of Commerce 
(DOC) strategic goal for better 
environment intelligence and translate 
into better programs by the DOC 
International Trade Administration in 
ocean observing industries in 
international trade. 

II. Method of Collection 

The method of data collection is 
through a Web (Internet) delivered 
survey. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–XXXX. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
300. 

Estimated Time per Response: 25 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 125. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 10, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–22007 Filed 9–15–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–JE–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD492 

Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder, Scup, and 
Black Sea Bass Fisheries; Scoping 
Process 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement (EIS); 
notice of initiation of scoping process; 
notice of public scoping meetings; 
requests for comments. 

SUMMARY: In cooperation with NOAA’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service and 
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council announces its 
intent to prepare an amendment to the 
Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea 
Bass Fishery Management Plan and to 
prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act to 
analyze the impacts of any proposed 
management measures. This notice also 
announces a public process for 
determining the scope of issues to be 
addressed and for identifying the 
significant issues related to summer 
flounder fisheries in the Greater Atlantic 
region. This notice is to alert the 
interested public of the scoping process, 
the development of the amendment and 
Environmental Impact Statement, and to 
provide for public participation in that 
process. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before 11:59 p.m., EST, 
on October 31, 2014. Fourteen public 
scoping meetings will be held during 
this comment period. See 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for dates, 
times, and locations. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be 
sent by any of the following methods: 

• Email to the following address: 
nmfs.gar.FlukeAmendment@noaa.gov; 
Include ‘‘Summer Flounder 
Amendment Scoping Comments’’ in the 
subject line; 

• Mail or hand deliver to Dr. 
Christopher M. Moore, Executive 
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