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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
FOR-HIRE TELEPHONE SURVEY  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
This request is for a new collection, to implement the For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) in all 
states along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, with the exception of Texas. 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Collection of recreational fisheries catch and effort data is necessary to fulfill statutory 
requirements of Section 303 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1852 et. seq.), which requires that conservation and management measures 
prevent over fishing while achieving, on a continuing basis, the optimum yield from each 
fishery, and also to comply with Executive Order 12962 on Recreational Fisheries.  Section 303 
(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act specifies data and analysis to be included in Fishery 
Management Plans (FMPs), as well as pertinent data that shall be submitted to the Secretary of 
Commerce under the plan. 
 
Recreational fishing catch, effort and participation statistics are fundamental for assessing the 
influence of fishing on any stock of fish.  The quantities taken, the fishing effort, and the 
seasonal and geographical distribution of the catch and effort are required to assess the health of 
fish stocks and develop and evaluate national fisheries management policies and plans.  
Recreational fisheries data are essential for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s (NOAA) Fisheries, the Regional Fishery Management Councils, the Interstate 
Fisheries Commissions, State conservation agencies, recreational fishing industries, and others 
involved in the management and productivity of marine fisheries.  The allocation of fishery 
resources depends on the results of these surveys. 
 
The FHTS, which samples from lists of for-hire fishing vessels, was implemented in the Gulf of 
Mexico in 1998 and the Atlantic coast in 2003 to estimate fishing effort on for-hire vessels.  
Prior to implementation of the FHTS, for-hire effort data were collected by the Coastal 
Household Telephone Survey (currently OMB Control No. 0648-0052), a landline random digit 
dial telephone survey.  Sampling from lists of for-hire vessels is much more efficient for this 
purpose than the CHTS and results in higher levels of sampling and more precise estimates of 
for-hire fishing effort.  This request is to implement the FHTS in all states along the Atlantic and 
Gulf Coasts, with the exception of Texas1.  The FHTS will be conducted for five, two-month 
reference waves (44 weeks) (March/April – November/December) in the states along the 
Atlantic Coast, with the exceptions of Maine, New Hampshire, North Carolina and Florida.  The 
survey will be conducted for three waves (28 weeks) (May/June – September/October) in Maine 
and New Hampshire.  In North Carolina and the Gulf States (including both coasts of Florida, the 
FHTS will be conducted for six reference waves (52 weeks) (January/February – 

1 Recreational saltwater fishing activity in TX is monitored independently by the TX Parks and Wildlife 

Department. 
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http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/guidance/wetlands/eo12962.cfm


November/December).  These specific reference periods encompass the majority of annual 
recreational saltwater fishing activity within the study area.  Prior surveys indicated recreational 
fishing outside these periods was uncommon, contributed a very small percentage of annual 
fishing effort and fishery landings, and would be disproportionately expensive to sample. 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), regional fishery management councils, 
interstate marine fisheries commissions, and state fishery agencies use the data in developing, 
implementing and monitoring fishery management programs.  Catch and effort statistics are 
fundamental for assessing the influence of fishing on any stock of fish.  The quantities taken, the 
fishing effort, and both the seasonal and geographic distributions of the catch and effort are 
required for the development of regional management policies and plans.  Accurate and timely 
catch statistics collected over the range of a species must be used in association with biological 
studies to perform the stock assessments necessary for monitoring the effectiveness of fishery 
management planning for optimum yield.   
 
Specific data elements that will be collected in the FHTS include: 

 
1. Number of for-hire trips taken by the vessel during the reference week to be used to estimate the 

total number of for-hire vessel trips. 
2. The time (to the nearest half-hour) that the boat left the dock for that trip and time (to the nearest 

half-hour) that it returned from that trip.   
3. The fishing method or methods used on that trip. 
4. For each for-hire trip: 

a. The fishing effort on that trip in the ocean, a gulf, a river, a sound, an inlet, or a bay  
b. The day of the week -  to be used to validate that the reported trip occurred during the 

reference week; 
c. Number of for-hire passengers on the trip -  to be used to estimate the total number of anglers 

participating in for-hire fishing; 
d. The state and county in which the trip occurred  to assess coverage of each state vessel frame; 
e. Area fished - to be used to determine whether the vessel fished in the ocean greater than 3 

miles or less than 3 miles from shore. This measurement is used to differentiate between 
fishing trips in state and Federal waters; 

f. Species targeted on each trip to estimate fishing directed at particular species. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information.  NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the 
information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent 
with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  See response to 
Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures 
and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The FHTS utilizes Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) technology with built-in 
error and logic checks and skip patterns that both reduce the response burden and improve data 
quality.  In addition, an internet reporting option has been developed in an effort to increase 
response rates.  The FHTS also accepts Vessel Trip and Logsheets Reports that are faxed by for-
hire vessel operators to a toll-free number.  
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service has the lead Federal responsibility for collection of data from marine 
recreational fishermen and coordinates informational needs with other agencies.  NOAA 
Fisheries Service has also worked with State fishery agencies each year to coordinate data 
collection efforts and avoid duplication.  In some cases, NOAA Fisheries Service employs State 
personnel under contract to conduct interviewing.   
 
The FHTS overlaps with a vessel trip reporting (VTR) program administered by the NOAA 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (OMB Control No. 0648-0212).  The VTR program 
mandates logbook reporting for all vessels permitted under the Atlantic mackerel, squid, 
butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop, Atlantic surf clam, ocean quahog, Northeast (NE) multispecies, 
monkfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, Atlantic 
herring, tilefish, red crab and skate fishery management plans.  Many for-hire vessels in the 
Greater Atlantic Region are required to submit VTRs as a consequence of permitting.  However 
VTR data are not used to monitor fishing effort and catch for for-hire vessels.  Consequently, 
these vessels are included in the FHTS.  We attempt to minimize burden for these vessels by 
accepting faxed logbook reports in lieu of participation in the FHTS telephone interview. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
All charter boat and head boats vessel operators who respond the For-Hire Telephone Survey 
are considered small businesses.  The survey instruments have been restricted in length to 
minimize response time per interview.  In addition, multiple response options, including CATI, 
internet and fax reporting options are provided to ease reporting and minimize reporting burden. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
A continuous time series of data is scientifically essential.  If the survey were conducted less 
frequently, NMFS and state natural resource agencies would experience difficulty in effectively 
carrying out their responsibilities to meet statutory, administrative, and other obligations to end 
overfishing of marine fishery resources.  An ongoing survey of recreational anglers is required to 
monitor changing conditions in the fishery and support modifications in fishery regulations both 
within fishing seasons and among fishing years.  In addition, a continuous time series of data is 
scientifically essential to assess the impact of recreational fishing on fish stocks.  Failure to 
conduct these data collections would prevent the Secretary from meeting statutory requirements 
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
FOR-HIRE TELEPHONE SURVEY  
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 

 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g., establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form.  The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
The For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) is a weekly telephone survey of for-hire fishing vessels.  
The survey, which estimates for-hire fishing effort, is conducted in all coastal states from Maine 
through Louisiana.  The FHTS will be conducted for five, two-month reference waves (44 
weeks) (March/April – November/December) in the states along the Atlantic Coast, with 
the exceptions of Maine, New Hampshire, North Carolina and Florida.  The survey will be 
conducted for three waves (28 weeks) (May/June – September/October) in Maine and New 
Hampshire.  In North Carolina and the Gulf States (including both coasts of Florida, the 
FHTS will be conducted for six reference waves (52 weeks) (January/February – 
November/December). 

The sample universe for the FHTS includes all for-hire fishing vessels that operate within the 
study area.   Sampling is stratified by state and type of for-hire fishing vessel; charter boats are 
generally smaller vessels (6 or fewer passengers) that charge a fee for the entire fishing party, 
while headboats are larger vessels that charge a fee for each passenger.   Each week, a simple 
random sample of vessels is selected within each stratum, and sampled vessels are contacted via 
telephone and asked to describe fishing activity during the preceding week. Table 1 provides the 
sample universe, target sample sizes and estimated number of completed telephone interviews 
for each stratum for a given reference week, Table 2 provides the annual target sample size and 
expected number of completed interviews for each state. 
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Table 1.  Estimated number of for-hire vessels in the population, number of vessels sampled each 
week, expected response rates, and estimated number of completed interviews per sample week 
for the For-Hire Telephone Survey. 

State 
Type of 
Fishing 
Vessel 

Estimated 
Total 

Number of 
Vessels 

Weekly 
Sample Size 

Expected 
Response 

Rate1 

Estimated 
Completed 

Weekly 
Interviews 

AL Charter 274 27 57 15 
CT Charter 190 19 60 12 
CT Headboat* 4 3 60 2 
DE Charter 130 13 53 7 
DE Headboat 8 3 53 2 
FL Charter 2,031 203 52 106 
GA Charter 160 16 86 14 
LA Charter 296 30 57 17 
MA Charter 1,110 111 61 68 
MA Headboat 27 3 61 2 
MD Charter 560 56 60 34 
MD Headboat 14 3 60 2 
ME Charter 180 18 72 13 
ME Headboat 7 3 72 2 
MS Charter 38 4 57 2 
NC Charter 690 69 77 53 
NH Charter 110 11 62 7 
NH Headboat 12 3 62 2 
NJ Charter 830 83 52 44 
NJ Headboat 38 4 52 2 
NY Charter 500 50 57 29 
NY Headboat 30 3 57 2 
RI Charter 270 27 58 16 
RI Headboat* 4 3 58 2 
SC Charter 330 33 55 18 
VA Charter 220 22 59 13 
VA Headboat 11 3 59 2 

Total   8,074 823 
 

488 
*It is important to mention that the minimum sample size per type of fishing vessel is 3. 

 
  

1 Response rates for the most recent administration of the for-hire telephone survey under OMB Control No. 0648-

0052. 
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Table 2. Estimated annual sample size, response rates and completed number of 
interviews For-Hire Telephone Survey. 

State 
Type of 
Fishing 
Vessel 

Annual 
Sample 
Size* 

Expected 
Response 

Rate 

Estimated 
Completed 

Annual 
Interviews 

AL Charter 1,404 57 800 
CT Charter 836 60 498 
CT Headboat 132 60 79 
DE Charter 572 53 303 
DE Headboat 132 53 70 
FL Charter 10,556 52 5,489 
GA Charter 704 86 606 
LA Charter 1,560 57 889 
MA Charter 4,884 61 2,965 
MA Headboat 132 61 80 
MD Charter 2,464 60 1,486 
MD Headboat 132 60 80 
ME Charter 504 72 364 
ME Headboat 84 72 61 
MS Charter 208 57 119 
NC Charter 3,588 77 2,745 
NH Charter 308 62 190 
NH Headboat 84 62 52 
NJ Charter 3,652 52 1,910 
NJ Headboat 176 52 92 
NY Charter 2,200 57 1,252 
NY Headboat 132 57 75 
RI Charter 1,188 58 694 
RI Headboat 132 58 77 
SC Charter 1,452 55 797 
VA Charter 968 59 572 
VA Headboat 132 59 78 

Total   38,316 
 

22,421 
*Multiple of weekly sample size in Table 1, either 28, 44 or 52 weeks per the 
bolded text on page 6. 
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2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
2.1 Sampling Design 
 
The sampling unit for the FHTS is the for-hire vessel.  The FHTS sample frame is constructed 
from a comprehensive directory of all for-hire vessels operating within the study area. The FHTS 
vessel directory consists of a unique for-hire vessel identifier, the vessel name and/or registration 
number (state registration number or Coast Guard number) as well as the vessel operator’s name, 
address, and telephone number. 
 
The directory is continually updated with information collected from licenses or fishing permits, 
as well as through advertisements and field observations.  Directory updates are incorporated one 
week prior to sample selection for each data collection period.  Once the FHTS directory has 
been finalized and the frame created, the frame is stratified by vessel type, and a 10% random 
sample of for-hire vessels is selected from each stratum for each sample week.  
 
2.2. Data Collection Procedures 
 
An advance letter is mailed to a representative of each sampled for-hire vessel one week prior to 
each reference week.  The letter notifies the representative that the vessel has been selected for 
the survey, the week for which he or she will be asked to provide data, and the week in which the 
interview will take place.  Representatives are also provided with web, fax and phone contact 
information, as well as instructions for completing the survey through alternative reporting 
modes (described below).   
 
Data collection for each reference week begins on the first day immediately following the 
reference week and continues for a period of seven days.  Interviews are conducted via a 
Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) system that automatically dials sampled 
telephone numbers, schedules call-back interviews, ensures that dialing protocols are satisfied 
for each sampled number, navigates the interview through complex skip patterns, and verifies 
suspect or illogical responses at the point of data entry.  
 
At least ten attempts are made to complete an interview with a representative for each sampled 
vessel.  When each number is dialed, the telephone is allowed to ring five times before being 
classified as a "no answer."  Telephone calls are distributed among weekend/weekday and 
day/evening, such that the following criteria are satisfied: 

• All initial attempts are made on the day immediately following the end of the reference 
week. 

• Each number receives at least one daytime attempt and three night attempts.  The time 
delineating day and night is 5:00 PM local time. 

• Calling is completed before 9:00 PM local time. 
 
Once a vessel representative has been contacted, the CATI interviewer determines if the vessel 
participated in for-hire fishing activity during the reference week and then attempts to collect 
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detailed information about each for-hire fishing trip that occurred during the reference week.  In 
the event that the interview cannot be completed at the time of the initial contact future calls to 
that individual are made on an appointment basis.   
 
The FHTS provides three alternative response options in lieu of a CATI interview.  First, vessel 
representatives are permitted to fax to a toll free number completed logsheets that are included 
with the advanced letter.  Similarly, vessel operators may fax a completed vessel trip report 
(VTR) for each trip taken during the reference week2.  Finally, vessel representatives have the 
option of submitting data via an online instrument that was developed specifically for the FHTS.  
The tool is PIN protected through a unique sample identification number assigned during sample 
selection.  PIN numbers and instructions for submitting data through the online instrument are 
included in the pre-notification letter.   
 
2.3 Estimation Design 

The estimation weights for the FHTS are formed in stages.  The first stage is the creation of a 
base weight for the sampled vessel, which is the inverse of the selection probability.  The second 
stage is a non-response adjustment, which is applied at the stratum level.   
Estimates of total for-hire fishing effort (Ŷf) are produced using these nonresponse adjusted 
weights. 
 

𝑌𝑓� =  ��𝜔ℎ𝑖
∗ 𝑦ℎ𝑖

𝑛ℎ

𝑖=1

𝐻

ℎ=1

  

 
where 𝜔ℎ𝑖

∗
 and 𝑦ℎ𝑖  are the final, nonresponse adjusted weight and reported number of recreational 

fishing trips, respectfully, for vessel i of stratum h. 
 
3.   Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
The FHTS utilizes a multi-faceted approach to maximize response rates and minimize potential 
nonresponse bias.  First, intensive interviewer training and tested methodological approaches are 
employed to maximize response. Interviewers are tested for skills in effective communication 
with potential respondents, and/or accurate coding of responses before they are hired for training. 
Training familiarizes interviewers with a procedures manual, develops interviewing skills 
through role-playing exercises and builds interviewer confidence. Supervision and additional 
training of interviewers occurs during the conduct of all telephone surveys. Call-center 
supervisors monitor in-progress interviews and provide immediate feedback and additional 
training as needed. 
 

2 Vessel Trip Reports (OMB Control no. 0648-0212) are mandatory logbook reporting requirements for all vessels 
permitted under the Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish, Atlantic sea scallop, Atlantic surf clam, ocean quahog, 
Northeast (NE) multispecies, monkfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, Atlantic bluefish, spiny dogfish, 
Atlantic herring, tilefish, red crab and skate fishery management plans.   
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In addition, the FHTS utilizes a multi-mode approach to encourage survey participation.  
Representatives of selected vessels can proactively submit fishing information through an online 
instrument, by faxing completed logbook entries to a toll-free fax number or by calling a toll-free 
number to initiate a telephone interview.  Vessel operators who do not proactively report will be 
contacted and asked to participate in a telephone interview.  Response options are described in 
the advanced letter. 
 
Finally, residual nonresponse will be handled through nonresponse weighting adjustment.  
Specifically, the weights of non-responding vessels will be transferred to respondents within 
adjustment cells. Generally, nonresponse adjustment cells will be defined at the stratum level.   
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
NOAA Fisheries staff is currently examining sampling allocations in an effort to optimize 
data collection.  No additional studies are planned. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Ana Valentín (301-427-8187) is the point of contact of the For-Hire Telephone Survey for 
NOAA Fisheries Service.  The For-Hire Telephone Survey contractor is Quantech, Inc. of 
Rockville, Maryland.  Data collections are performed under contract, while NOAA Fisheries 
Service staff performs the statistical analyses.  
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of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  In addition, NMFS would be unable to implement 
Recommendation One of its Marine Recreational Fisheries (MRF) Policy with a resulting loss in 
service and credibility to the MRF constituency. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on June 4, 2014 (79 FR 32224) solicited public comments. 
No comments were received. 
 
The FHTS is an ongoing survey, but previously was included in the OMB Control No. 0648-
0052.   
 
The Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) is a collaborative effort among 
government agencies, independent scientists, recreational fishing groups and conservation 
organizations to ensure scientifically rigorous collection of appropriate information that meets 
manager and stakeholder needs.  Subsequently, MRIP staff members maintain regular 
communication with customers, through workshops, workgroup meetings and one-on-one 
consultations.  For example, The MRIP Executive Steering Committee (ESC), which includes 
NOAA Fisheries Service marine biologists, managers, Executive Directors of the Interstate 
Marine Fisheries Commissions, and representatives from the Marine Fisheries Advisory 
Committees, provides general oversight of MRIP and ensures that the program satisfies Federal, 
state and stakeholder needs for recreational fishing statistics.   
 
The ESC meets annually to review program activities, strategically allocate funds to addresses 
data needs and approve research priorities.  Similarly, the MRIP Operations Team, which is 
responsible for developing and testing improved data collection designs, includes representatives 
from NOAA Fisheries headquarters, regional offices and science centers, the Interstate Marine 
Fisheries Commissions and state natural resource agencies.  The MRIP Operations Team meets 
up to two times per year to identify regional’s and state’s needs for recreational fishing statistics 
and develop research priorities, meanwhile MRIP staff participates in numerous meetings 
sponsored by regional fishery management councils and state natural resource agencies to update 
fishery managers, scientists and stakeholders on program accomplishments. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
Neither payments nor gifts will be provided to respondents.  

 
4 



10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source.  
Section 402(b) stipulates that data required to be submitted under an FMP shall be confidential 
and shall not be released except to Federal employees and Council staff responsible for FMP 
monitoring and development or when required under court order.  Data such as personal 
addresses and phone numbers will remain confidential. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No questions of a sensitive nature are requested in this collection of information.  
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The total annual burden for the For-Hire Telephone Survey (FHTS) in the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coasts is estimated to be 1,121 hours. The FHTS will target 38,316 potential respondents, and 
expect 22,421 responses, averaging 3 minute per interview.  
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
These data collections will incur no cost burden on respondents beyond the costs of response 
time.   
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
The average annual cost of the For-Hire Telephone Survey to the Federal government will 
be approximately $459,295 in contract award money and $210,000 for labor staff, totaling 
$669,295. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new program. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
The For-Hire Telephone Survey data and estimates are accessed online 
at: www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/recreational-fisheries/access-data/run-a-data-query/queries/index.   
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
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Not seeking approval to not display expiration date. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.   
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PRA Statement: 

 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 

minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing 

data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 

reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate 

or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Ana Valentin, NOAA Fisheries 

Service, 1315 East-West Hwy, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 

402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, 

Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in 

aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any 

other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 

subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to 

the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 

displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.    

  



For-Hire Telephone Survey - Web-based Tool  
FHS vessel representatives respond to the for-hire questions over the Web via the 

FHS Web-based tool link: http://Quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/ 

 
This section displays all the FHS Web-based Tool screen shots for future reference, 

and also presents various cases to show screen sequences and patterns.  

 

Screen shots of the Web-based tool  

This section shows the FHS Web-based tool screen that vessel representatives see 

while keying the fishery data.  

 
Welcome Screen 

 Vessel representative:  

- Receive a pre-defined Personal Identification Number (PIN) to complete 

the For-Hire Survey interview for the designed week.  

 Contractor company (Quantech as of year 2008-12):  

- Mail a letter to the vessel representative who is responsible to complete 

and submit the fishing trip and catch information related to the identified 

vessel during a specific week period. 

 

The FHS Web-based tool is located on the following link: 

http://Quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/ 

 

 

Figure 7 – Login-in Web tool screen 

http://quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/
http://quantech.com/forhire/htdocs/forhire/


Introduction Screen 

The Introduction screen filters the vessel representatives’ responses to facilitate 

and minimize the data collection process (see Figure 8). The screen provides five 

different options that determine whether the vessel respondents need to complete the 

survey or if the vessel information is updated.  

 

 

Figure 8 – Introduction screen 

Vessel Verification Screen 

On the Web-based tool, the vessel verification screen is pre-filled to facilitate the 

data collection process. The vessel representative reviews and updates, if applicable, 

the following pre-filled information (see Figure 9): 



 

Figure 9 – Vessel verification screen 

 

Vessel Verification Screen (continued) 

The second portion of the Vessel verification screen classifies the HMS permit of the 

sampled vessel into four categories (see Figure 12): 

 

Figure 10 – Vessel verification screen 



Trip summary for vessel X during the sample week period Screen 

This screen serves as a filter that determines whether the sampled vessel completed 

any fishing trip activity during the sample week period (see Figure 11). The respondent 

may click on: 

 Add a trip implies that the vessel representative completed fishing activity 

during the sample week and will provide the information required on the 

following screen Add Trip. 

 No Trips Taken/Did not Fish This Week implies that the vessel representative did 

not complete any fishing activity during the sample week. 

 

 

Figure 11- Vessel X number of trips screen 

Add a trip Screen 

This screen collects detailed information per day of fishing trip (see Figure 12). 

Vessel representative provides the following information: 

 Start date includes a list of dates covered within the sampled two weeks. 

 Start time includes a list of hours covered within the sampled dates per week. 

 End date includes a list of dates covered within the sampled two weeks 

 End time includes a list of hours covered within the sampled dates per week. 

 

In this screen, the vessel representative identifies what kind of fishing trip the 

sampled vessel performed during the specific sample week, such as: 

 For-hire Recreational Fishing Trip, or 

 For-hire Recreational Fishing Trip that targeted Large Pelagic Species, or 

 Private Recreational Fishing Trip (no paying passengers), or 



 Private Recreational Fishing Trip targeting LPS (no paying passengers), or 

 Other trip (bait, fuel, sight-seeing) 

 

 

Figure 12 – Add vessel trips screen 

Add a For-Hire trip Screen 

The Add a For-Hire Trip screen collects detailed information of each For-Hire trip 

completed by the sampled vessel on a specific day of the week identified by the time 

period (see Figure 13). Each Vessel representative provides the: 

 Start date: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 

 Start time: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 

 End date: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 

 End time: Pre-filled by the vessel representative in the Add a Trip screen. 



 

Figure 13 – Add a for-hire trip screen 

Add a Trip Screen 

In Add a Trip screen, the vessel representative’s answer indicates that the 

sampled vessel has an HMS permit for Anglers.  For example, the vessel representative, 

, indicates whether the For-Hire fishing activity was completed within or equal to 3 miles 

from shore (see Figure 14).  

 



 

Figure 14 – Add a trip screen 

For-Hire questions Screen 

In the For-hire Question screen, the vessel representative answers additional 

questions about the For-Hire trip (see Figure 15). For example,the vessel representative, 

indicates whether the For-Hire fishing activity was completed within or equal to 3 miles 

from shore.  

 

Figure 15 – For-hire questions screen 



For-Hire questions Screen 

In the For-hire Questions screen, the vessel representative adds, edits, or deletes 

information for any For-Hire trip completed within the sampled week submitted on 

previous screens (see Figure 16). The screen also displays the information submitted by 

the vessel representative in a summary table. Once the vessel representative enters 

and confirms that all the For-Hire trips belong to the sampled week, the vessel 

representative clicks on Survey Complete / All Trips Entered icon to access the following 

screen.  

 

Figure 16 – Summary trips screen 

Add a For-Hire LPS Trip 

The Add a For-hire LPS Trip collects information for the Large Pelagic Survey (LPS) 
(see Figure 17).  

 
Figure 17 – Add a For-hire LPS trip screen 



Thank you Screen 

The Thank you screen displays a gratitude note for the vessel representative. The 

gratitude note acknowledges that the vessel representative completed and submitted 

the data related to the For-Hire trip of the sampled week using the Web tool. The screen 

also shows a survey summary of the vessel representative’s responses prior to final 

submission. The vessel representative has the option to edit the responses by clicking 

the Cancel option (see Figure 18). 

 

Figure 18 – Thank you screen 

Survey complete Screen 

The Survey Complete screen shows a Thank You note for the vessel 

representative to acknowledge that the vessel representative submitted the data 

related to the For-Hire trip completed within the sampled week. The screen also 

provides a Write-in space for Comments, in case the vessel representative has any 

suggestions to improve the survey (see Figure 19).  



 

Figure 19 – Survey complete note screen 

Notice Screen 

The Notice screen displays an informative note as to whether the vessel 

representative logged off or the For-Hire Survey Web site automatically logged off the 

vessel representative from the Web site (see Figure 20). 

 

Figure 20 – logged out screen 

 

 



  
OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx 
Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 minutes per  

response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,  

gathering, and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of  

information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for  

reducing this burden to Ana Valentin, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy, Silver  

Spring, MD 20910. 

 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of  

the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of  

Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form  

without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no  

person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to  

comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction  

Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.    



  
Hello, I’m calling on behalf of NOAA Fisheries Services and the For-Hire Survey.  Can I please speak to 
name of contact?  If person sought is not available, ask if they will be available anytime this week.  If 
yes, scheduled convenient time to call back to talk to that person, thank respondent, and terminate 
interview.  If no, thank respondent and terminate interview. 
 
Are you still the captain, owner or designated representative of the [vessel name]?   
 
If “yes”, ask: Can you provide information on the activity of the [vessel name] during the last week 

(Monday through Sunday)?   
If “yes”, continue to survey description. 
   

If “no”, ask:   Is someone else currently operating the [vessel name]?  
If “yes”, then ask:  Do you know the name and telephone number of new 
contact?   

If “yes”, take name and telephone number, thank respondent and 
terminate interview.   
If “no”, denote whatever information is given and terminate 
interview. 

 
The [vessel name] has been selected at random from a directory of charter- and head-boat to be included in 
this week’s survey of trips.  This data will remain confidential, and this survey is being conducted in 
accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, therefore your participation is voluntary.  (Continue with 
interview)  
 
 
INTRO TWO: (for previously interviewed vessel reps) 
 
Hello this is [interviewer name] calling on behalf of NOAA Fisheries for the For-Hire Survey.  May I 
speak with [contact name]? 

 
Alternate survey description for re-contacts:  
 
The [vessel name] has been selected for this week’s sample and I am calling to collect your effort 
information for this time period.  As you know, this data will remain confidential, and this survey is being 
conducted in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, therefore your participation is voluntary.   
 
(Continue with interview.) 



  
 
 
Q1 During the last week (Monday through Sunday), how many saltwater fishing trips targeting finfish 

did the [vessel name] take?   
  Record –  

If Q3=0, go to Q41. 
 
Q2 How many of these trips were with paying passengers?   

Record –  
  
Q3 How many of these trips consisted of more than one day of fishing?   
  Record –  
 
Q4 During the last week (Monday through Sunday), how many additional non-fishing trips did your 

boat make? Please include any trips taken for fuel, bait, or other recreational activities.   
Record – If Q7>0, go to 7A. 
If Q7=0, go to Q8. 

 
Q4A On what days did each of these additional boat trips occur? 
  Record –  
 
 Now that we have information on the total number of trips taken, we would like to obtain specific information 

about each of these trips.  We will begin with the most recent recreational fishing trip and work backwards to 
last Monday.  You reported ____ total trip. 

 
Q5 Did your boat take any saltwater fishing trips that ended on day of week (starting with Sunday)?  

If “yes”, obtain the total number of trips that day.  Repeat this and the following questions 
for each day of the week.  If more than one trip is made in one day, profile each trip 
separately for that day. 

1=Monday 
2=Tuesday 
3=Wednesday 
4=Thursday 
5=Friday 
6=Saturday 
7=Sunday 

 
Q6 How many separate fishing trips did you take on [trip_date]? 

 Record –  
 
Q6A Was this trip with paying passengers? 
  Yes –   

No –  
 
Q7 We are only interested in collecting information about passengers who actively fished by having a 

line in the water.  Excluding captain and crew, how many people actually fished during the trip? 
(Record number of people on trip) 

Record –  
 



  
Q8 Did this trip return to a [State where vessel was sampled] marina, dock, or launch ramp?     

Yes – Go to Q13 
  No – Go to Q12A 
 
Q8A To what state did your boat return from this trip? 
  Record –  
 
Q9 To what county did this trip return? (Record FIPS code for county of trip.  See FIPS codes in 

Intercept Survey Training Manual) 
  Record –  
 
Q10 Did this trip return to a marina, dock, or launch ramp to which the public normally has access?  If 

so, to what particular marina, dock, or launch ramp did this trip return?  (Record MRFSS 4-digit 
site code) 

7777=private access site  
8888=unknown public access site  
9999=refused site information  
 

Q11 At what time (to the nearest half-hour) did your boat leave the dock for that trip?  (Record return 
time as military time) 

Record – 
 
Q12 At what time (to the nearest half-hour) did your boat return from that trip?  (Record return time 

as military time) 
Record – 

 
Q13 To the nearest half-hour, how much time was spent actively fishing with gear in the water?  

(Record vessel fishing hours.  If vessel fishing hours exceed 24 hours record “yes” for multi-
day trip and split into individual day trips on consecutive days with equal fishing hours) 

Record – 
 
Q14 What fishing method or methods (read all options) were used on that trip?  (Record as many 

options as offered) 
1=trolling 
2=bottom fishing 
3=casting 
4=fly-fishing 
5=drifting 
6=chunking 
7=chumming 
8=other 
97=don’t know 
99=refused 
 

Q15 Was most of your fishing effort on that trip in the ocean, a gulf, a river, a sound, an inlet, or a bay? 
  

1= ocean – Go to Q 19A 
2= sound – Go to Q20 
3= river – Go to Q20 



  
4= bay – Go to Q20 
5= inlet or other non-ocean water body – Go to Q20 

 
Q15A Was most of your fishing less than or greater than three miles from shore? 

1=less than 3 miles  
2=greater than 3 miles  

Q16 Did this trip cover more than one day of fishing?   
  Yes – Go to Q20A 

No – Go to Q21 
 
Q16A How many days of fishing occurred on this trip?   
  Record – 
 
Q17 What species were targeted on that trip?  That is, when you left the dock, what species were you 

planning on fishing for?  (Record 10-digit NMFS codes for up to two species or species 
groups; refer to state or regional short list of species and species groups)  
 
[26] Other Species 
[98] Don’t know/Don’t remember 
[99] Refused 

 
IF Target = LPS and is not bluefin, shark, billfish or tuna, go to Q22. 

 IF Target NE LPS Go to next trip. 
 
 
FOLLOW-UP  
 
Q18 Did you receive notification from us that we would contact you for this interview?  If “no”, ask 

for correct mailing address and briefly explain that notification will be sent prior to any 
later contacts and continue.   

Yes – Go to Q42 
No – Record correct address. Go to Q42 
Don’t know – Go to Q43 
Refused – Go to Q43 

 
Q19 If Q41 is “yes”, then ask:  Did you choose to use the optional form included with the mailing to 

record data for the vessel name?  (Record form use)  
Yes –  
No –  
 

Q20 In case the vessel name is ever selected again for this survey, at what time of day would you prefer 
to be called? (Record preferred time as military time) 

 
Those are all of the questions that I have for you, thank you for your time and cooperation.   Have a good 
day/evening.  Goodbye. 



OMB Statement: 

 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, 

searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send 

comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Ana Valentin, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-

West Hwy, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative 

Order 216-100, Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification 

as to its source. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for 

failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information 

displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.    



 
FOR-HIRE WEEKLY PHONE SURVEY FORM 

VESSEL NAME – Mine Mine 
VESSEL NUMBER – DE1234YOU 

FOR WEEK – Monday, 8/10/2009, through 
Sunday, 8/16/2009 

TRIP DATE 
TRIP TYPE 
CHARTER 
HEADBOAT 
OTHER 

NUMBER 
OF 

ANGLERS 

ORIGIN OF TRIP 

FISHING 
SITE 

TARGET 
SPECIES 1 

TARGET 
SPECIES 2 

PRIMARY 
AREA 
FISHED 
GULF, OCEAN, 
SOUND 
RIVER 
BAY 

DISTANCE 
FROM 
SHORE 
(if in Gulf or Atl. 
Ocean) 

TIME 
TRIP 
START 

TIME 
TRIP 
ENDED 

HOURS 
FISHED 

STATE COUNTY 

1              

2              

3              

4              

5              

6              

7              

8              

9              

10              

11              

12              

13              

14              

15              

16              

17              

18              

19              

20              

21              



INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN FORM 
 
We are providing this form so that you can see what fishing effort information we will ask you to supply in a 
telephone interview.  You may choose to use this form to document your fishing activity for the vessel and week 
designated on this form.  Fisheries personnel will contact you by telephone sometime during the week after the 
fishing activity occurred.  Please help us to accurately represent your industry by cooperating with the telephone 
interview. 
 
This form should be filled out for the week of Monday, 8/10/2009 through Sunday 8/16/2009, 
only. 
 
Trip - The sequential number of the trip taken that week beginning on Monday. 
Date - The date of the trip (month/day/year). 
Trip Type - The type of trip taken as defined below. 
 Charter Trip - A fishing trip with paying passengers who hired the vessel as a group. 
 Headboat Trip - A fishing trip with paying passengers who paid to fish as individuals. 
 Other Trip - A trip with no paying passengers or a non-fishing trip. 
Number of Anglers - The number of people fishing on the trip (excluding captain and crew for charter trips). 
State of Departure - The state from which the fishing trip originated. 
County of Departure - The county from which the fishing trip originated. 
Fishing Site - The name of the site from which the trip originated. 
Target Species - The main or primary species of fish targeted on this trip.  Up to two species can be 
entered, with the primary species entered first. 
Primary Area Fished - The primary area of fishing on this trip as defined below. 
 Gulf, Open bay - Fishing in offshore waters or an open bay. 
 Sound - Fishing in a semi-enclosed or enclosed embayment named “Sound”. 
 River - Saltwater fishing in rivers. 
 Bay - Fishing in an enclosed bay (e.g. Pine Island Sound). 
Distance From Shore - Only to be used if fishing occurred in the Gulf or an Open Bay.  The 
distance from shore where fishing primarily took place as defined below. 
 <= 10 miles - Fishing in the Gulf of Mexico from the shore out to 10 miles. 
 > 10 miles - Fishing in the Gulf of Mexico greater than 10 miles out from shore. 
 <= 3 miles - Fishing in the Atlantic Ocean from shore out to 3 miles. 

> 3 miles - Fishing in the Atlantic Ocean greater than 3 miles out from shore. 
Time Trip Started - Time of day vessel departed the dock or ramp for the fishing trip. 
Time Trip Ended - Time of day vessel arrived back at the dock or ramp. 
Hours Fished - The amount of time spent actively fishing with gear in the water to the nearest half-
hour. 
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FHS Advanced Letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page B.2 

Rod MacLeod, Connecticut Marine Fisheries 
Division 

rod.macleod@po.state.ct.us 
860-434-6043 

Scott Newlin, Delaware Division of Fish & Wildlife 
scott.newlin@state.de.us 

302-739-4782, ext 16 

Kathy Knowlton, Georgia DNR Coastal Resources 
Division 

kathy_knowlton@dnr.state.ga.us 
912-262-3122 

Paul Caruso, Massachusetts Division of Marine 
Fisheries 

paul.caruso@state.ma.us 
617-727-0394 

Bruce Joule, Maine Dept of Marine Resources 
bruce.joule@maine.gov 

207-633-9500 

Jian Zhou, Maryland DNR Fisheries Service 
jzhou@dnr.state.md.us 

410-260-8297 

Doug Mumford, North Carolina Marine Fisheries 
doug.mumford@ncmail.net 

252-946-6481 

Kevin Sullivan, New Hampshire Fish & Game Dept 
ksullivan@nhfgd.org 

603-868-1095 

Tom Baum, New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Bureau of 
Marine Fisheries 

tom.baum@dep.state.nj.us 
609-748-2020 

Peter Anderson, New York State Dept of 
Environmental 

Conservation Marine Resources 
pcanders@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

631-444-0453 

Najih Lazar, Rhode Island Division of Fish & Wildlife 
nlazar@dem.state.ri.us 

401-423-1926 

George Steele, South Carolina Dept of Natural 
Resources 

Office of Fisheries 
steeleg@dnr.sc.gov 

843-953-9366 

Lewis Gillingham, Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission 

lgillingha@mrc.state.va.us 
757-247-2243 

 

<<Mailing date>> 
 
 
«rep_first name, rep_last name» 
«rep_add» 
«rep_cty», «rep_st».  «rep_zip» 

 

Dear «Rep_First Name, Rep_Last_name»,  

Over the last ten years, NOAA Fisheries Services rely on captains like you to make this survey a 
success.  The For-Hire Survey is the official method for collecting recreational catch and effort 
data from the Atlantic for-hire (charter or party/headboat) fleet.  For-hire vessels are sampled 
weekly from a coast-wide vessel directory to report trip information for the previous week’s 
fishing activity; catch information is obtained through a dockside/at-sea field survey.  

You have been selected to report fishing activity of the «vsl_name» 

On week «Begin_Date» through «End_Date» 

The enclosed log-sheet can be used to record your trip information during the specified week of 
fishing (instructions are provided on the back of the log-sheet).  Beginning Monday, 
«Call_Date», we will attempt to contact you by telephone to collect this information or you 
can: 

 Log-in into http://forhire.fishingsurvey.com beginning Monday, «Call_Date» 
using your assigned PIN; or 

 Schedule or initiate a phone interview by calling the following toll-free hotline:  
<<Contractor toll-free number>>; or 

 Fax the enclosed log-sheet to the following toll-free fax number:  <<Contractor toll-
free number>>; or  

 Fax the Northeast Region's Vessel Trip Report (NE VTR) report, if you participate in the 
NE VTR program for the selected week reporting. If we do not receive via fax the NE 
VTR report, you will be contacted as indicated above. 

You can reach me at 301-427-8187 or send an email to ana.valentin@noaa.gov , if you have any 
questions concerning to any of the alternate reporting options or about the survey operations.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Ana Valentín, Survey statistician 
NOAA Fisheries 

Vessel Name: <<vsl_name>> 
Vessel Number: <<vsl_num>> 
PIN: << pin>> 

 

http://www.fishingsurvey.com/forhire


OMB Control No. 0648-xxxx
Expiration Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

For-Hire Survey 
CATI Instrument 

Hello my name is [INTERVIEWER].  I'm calling for a survey being conducted for NOAA 
Fisheries of the U.S. Department of Commerce.   Can I please speak to [NAME OF 
CONTACT]?   

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for 
reducing this burden to Rob Andrews, NOAA Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910. 

This is a voluntary survey, and responses are kept confidential as required by section 402(b) of 
the Magnuson- Stevens Act and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Confidentiality of 
Fisheries Statistics, and will not be released for public use except in aggregate statistical form 
without identification as to its source. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no 
person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to 
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 

Alternate intro for re-contacts: 

Hello, this is [INTERVIEWER] calling on behalf of NOAA Fisheries and the For-Hire Survey.  
May I please speak to [NAME OF CONTACT]?   

Are you/ is [NAME OF CONTACT] still the captain, owner or designated representative of the 
[VESSEL NAME]?   

If “yes”, ask: Can you provide information on the activity of the [VESSEL NAME] during the 
last week, Monday through Sunday?  

If “yes”, continue to survey description. 
If “no”, continue to next question (Is someone else currently operating 

the [VESSEL NAME]?)  

If “no”, ask:   Is someone else currently operating the [VESSEL NAME]? 
If “yes”, then ask:  Do you know the name and number of someone who 
operated the [VESSEL NAME] during the last week, Monday through 
Sunday?   

If “yes”, take name and telephone number, thank respondent 
and terminate interview.   
If “no”, denote whatever information is given and terminate 
interview. 



If “no” and [NAME OF CONTACT] is not the vessel rep, then ask: Is 
the vessel still operational? 
If “yes”, thank respondent and end interview. (Bad contact 
information) 
If “no”, thank respondent and end interview. (Vessel not 
operational) 

We’re surveying owners and operators of charter and headboats to collected data needed to 
estimate total marine recreational fishing trips by individual angler. The [VESSEL NAME] has 
been selected at random from a directory of charter and headboats to be included in this week’s 
survey of trips. I would like to ask you a few questions about the trips made last week by 
[VESSEL NAME]. This data will remain confidential and your participation is voluntary. 
(Continue with interview.)  

Alternate survey description for re-contacts: 

[VESSEL NAME] has been selected for this week’s sample and I am calling to collect your 
information for this time period.  
(Continue with interview.) 

Q1. During the last week (Monday through Sunday), how many saltwater fishing trips 
targeting finfish did the [vessel name] take? 
[Record] 
If Q1=0, go to Q21. 

Q2 How many of these trips were with paying passengers? 
[Record] 

Q3. How many of these trips consisted of more than one day of fishing?  
[Record] 

Q4. During the last week, Monday through Sunday, how many additional non-fishing trips 
did your boat make? Please include any trips taken for fuel, bait, shell-fishing, or other 
recreational activities.   
[Record] If Q4>0, go to Q4A 

Q4A. On what days did this/each of these additional boat trips occur? 
[Record] 

If Q1>0 and Q2=0 then ask: 
On what days did these trips occur? Enter the number of trips for each day of the week. 
Go to Q21. 

Now that we have information on the total number of trips taken, we would like to obtain specific 
information about each of these trips.  We will begin with the most recent recreational fishing 



trip and work backwards to the last Monday.  

Q5. Did your boat take any saltwater fishing trips that ended on day of week (starting with Sunday)?  
Repeat this and the following questions for each day of the week.  If more than one trip is 
made in one day, profile each trip separately for that day. (Trip Date) 
If Q1 = Q2, go to Q7. 

Q7. Was this trip with paying passengers? 
[1] Yes 
[2] No – Go to next trip. 

Q8. Only say this on this on the first trip: We are only interested in collecting information 
about passengers who actively fished by having a line in the water.  
Excluding captain and crew, how many people actually fished during the trip?(Record 
number of people on trip.) 
[Record] 

Q9. Did this trip return to a [STATE PORT] marina, dock, or launch ramp?  
[1] Yes – Go to Q10 
[2] No – Go to Q9A 

Q9A. To what state did your boat return from this trip? 
[Record State]  
If NONE OF THESE = Go to next trip 

Q10. To what county did this trip return? 
[Record] 

Q11. Did this trip return to a marina, dock, or launch ramp to which the public normally has 
access?  If so, to what particular marina, dock, or launch ramp did this trip return?  
[Record] 
If Unknown/Unlisted site – Go to Q11A.  

Q11A. Specify other 
[Record name] 

Q12. Did this trip cover more than one day of fishing? 
[1] Yes –Continue to Q12A 
[2] No – Go to Q13 

Q12A. How many days of fishing occurred on this trip? 
[Record] 

Q13. At what time, to the nearest half-hour, did your boat leave the dock for that trip?  
(Record return time as military time.) 



[Record] 

Q14. At what time, to the nearest half-hour, did your boat return from that trip?  (Record 
return time as military time.) 
[Record] 

Q15. To the nearest half-hour, how much time was spent actively fishing with gear in the 
water?  (Record vessel fishing hours.  If vessel fishing hours exceed 24 hours record 
“yes” for multi-day trip and split into individual day trips on consecutive days with 
equal fishing hours.) 
[Record] 

Q16. What fishing method or methods (read all options) were used on that trip?  (Record 
primary two methods) 

[1] Trolling 
[2] Bottom fishing 
[3] Casting 
[4] Fly-fishing 
[5] Drifting 
[6] Chunking 
[7] Chumming 
[8] Other 
[97] Don’t know 
[99] Refused 

Q17. Was most of your fishing effort on that trip in the ocean, a gulf, a river, a sound, an inlet, 
or a bay?  

[1] Ocean – Go to Q18 
[2] Sound – Go to Q19 
[3] River – Go to Q19 
[4] Bay – Go to Q19 
[5] Inlet or other non-ocean water body – Go to Q19 
Note: See state exceptions below for Sounds, Bays, and Rivers 

If (TRIP_ST=MD (24) or TRIP_ST=VA (51)) and Q17=3 or 4: 
Was most of your fishing in the Chesapeake Bay (F) or a river that empties into the 
Chesapeake Bay? 
If no: Was most of your fishing in the Potomac River (above line between Point 

Lookout and Smith Point? 

If ((TRIP_ST = NY (36) and (TRIPCNTY=5 or TRIPCNTY=59 or TRIPCNTY=81 or 
TRIPCNTY=103 or TRIPCNTY=119)) or TRIP_ST = CT (9) or TRIP_ST=RI (44)) 
and Q17=2,3 or 4: 
Was most of your fishing in Long Island Sound (C) or a bay or river that opens into 
Long Island Sound? 



IF ((TRIP_ST = MA (25) and TRIPCNTY=5) or TRIP_ST = RI (44)) and Q17=3 or 4: 
Was most of your fishing in Narragansett Bay (A) or a bay or river that opens into 
Narragansett Bay? 

If (TRIP_ST = MA (25) and (TRIPCNTY=1 or TRIPCNTY=5 or TRIPCNTY=7 or 
TRIPCNTY=23)) and Q17=3 or 4: 
Was most of your fishing in Buzzard’s Bay (B) or a bay or river that opens into 
Buzzard’s Bay? 

IF ((TRIP_ST = NY (36) and (TRIPCNTY=47 or TRIPCNTY=81 or TRIPCNTY=85)) or 
(TRIP_ST = NJ (34) and (TRIPCNTY=23 or TRIPCNTY=25))) and Q17=3 or 4: 
Was most of your fishing in Raritan Bay (D) or a bay or river that opens into 
Raritan Bay? 

If ((TRIP_ST = NJ (34) and (TRIPCNTY=9 or TRIPCNTY=11)) or TRIP_ST=10) and 
Q17=3 or 4:  
Was most of your fishing in Delaware Bay (E) or a bay or river that opens into 
Delaware Bay? 

Q18. Was most of your fishing less than or greater than three miles from shore? 
[1] Less than 3 miles  
[2] Greater than 3 miles 

Q19. What species were targeted on that trip?  That is, when you left the dock, what species 
were you planning on fishing for?  
[Record] 
Go to next trip. 

Next Trip 
If there are more trips ask: Did your boat take any other saltwater fishing trips on [DAY OF 
CURRENT TRIP]? 

FOLLOW-UP 

Q20. Did you receive notification from us that we would contact you?  
[1] Yes – Go to END 
[2] No – Q21 
[8] Don’t know – Go to Q21 
[9] Refused – Go to Q21 

Q21.  You said your mailing address is [CONTACT INFORMATION]… Is this correct? 
[1] Yes – Go to END 
[2] No – Obtain correct information. Go to END 

END 



Those are all of the questions that I have for you, thank you for your time and cooperation.  Have 
a good day/evening, goodbye. 
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reasonably accommodated during the 
meeting, ITA may conduct a lottery to 
determine the speakers. Speakers are 
requested to bring at least 20 copies of 
their oral comments for distribution to 
the participants and public at the 
meeting. 

Any member of the public may 
submit pertinent written comments 
concerning the CINTAC’s affairs at any 
time before and after the meeting. 
Comments may be submitted to the 
Civil Nuclear Trade Advisory 
Committee, Office of Energy & 
Environmental Industries, Room 4053, 
1401 Constitution Ave. NW., 
Washington, DC 20230. For 
consideration during the meeting, and 
to ensure transmission to the Committee 
prior to the meeting, comments must be 
received no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT on 
June 20, 2014. Comments received after 
that date will be distributed to the 
members but may not be considered at 
the meeting. 

Copies of CINTAC meeting minutes 
will be available within 90 days of the 
meeting. 

Dated: May 30, 2014. 
Edward A. O’Malley, 
Director, Office of Energy and Environmental 
Industries. 
[FR Doc. 2014–12960 Filed 6–3–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Sea Grant Program 
Application Requirements for Grants, 
for Sea Grant Fellowships, and for 
Designation as a Sea Grant College or 
Sea Grant Institute 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before August 4, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 

Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.g. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Dorn Carlson, 301–734–1080 
or dorn.carlson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. 

The objectives of the National Sea 
Grant College Program, as stated in the 
Sea Grant legislation (33 U.S.C. 1121– 
1131) are to increase the understanding, 
assessments, development, utilization, 
and conservation of the Nation’s ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes resources. It 
accomplishes these objectives by 
conducting research, education, and 
outreach programs. 

Grant monies are available for funding 
activities that help obtain the objectives 
of the Sea Grant Program. Both single 
and multi-project grants are awarded, 
with the latter representing about 80 
percent of the total grant program. In 
addition to other standard grant 
application requirements, three forms 
are required with the grants. These are 
the Sea Grant Control Form 90–2, used 
to identify the organizations and 
personnel who would be involved in the 
grant and briefly summarize the 
proposed activities under the grant; the 
Project Record Form 90–1, which 
collects summary data on projects; and 
the Sea Grant Budget Form 90–4, which 
provides information similar to, but 
more detailed than on, forms SF–424A 
or SF–424C. 

The National Sea Grant College 
Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1126) provides 
for the designation of a public or private 
institution of higher education, 
institute, laboratory, or State or local 
agency as a Sea Grant college or Sea 
Grant institute. Applications are 
required for designation of Sea Grant 
Colleges and Sea Grant Institutes. 

II. Method of Collection 

Responses are made in a variety of 
formats, including forms and narrative 
submissions, via mail, fax or email. The 
Sea Grant Project Record Form and Sea 
Grant Budget Form must be submitted 
in electronic format through grants.gov 
if the grant applicant has the means to 
do so. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0362. 
Form Number: NOAA Forms 90–1, 

90–2 and 90–4. 

Type of Review: Regular submission 
(extension of a current information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Not-for-profit 
institutions; business or other for-profit 
organizations; individuals or 
households; State, Local or Tribal 
Government. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
768. 

Estimated Time per Response: 30 
minutes for a Sea Grant Control form; 20 
minutes for a Project Record Form; 15 
minutes for a Sea Grant Budget form; 
and 20 hours for an application for 
designation as a Sea Grant college or Sea 
Grant institute. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 857. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $1,833 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: May 29, 2014. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–12892 Filed 6–3–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–KA–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; For-Hire Telephone 
Survey 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 
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SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before August 4, 2014. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to Ana Valentin, Phone: 
(301) 427–8187 or ana.valentin@
NOAA.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new information 
collection. 

Marine recreational anglers are 
surveyed to collect catch and effort data, 
fish biology data, and angler 
socioeconomic characteristics. These 
data are required to carry out provisions 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), as amended, 
regarding conservation and management 
of fishery resources. 

The For-Hire Survey (FHS) will 
collect recreational fishing catch and 
effort data through a telephone, Web- 
based data collection, and log sheet 
methods. Amendments to the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
require the development of an improved 
data collection program for recreational 
fisheries. To meet these requirements, 
NOAA Fisheries has designed a 
telephone questionnaire in the 
Computer Assisted Telephone Interview 
(CATI) system for surveying and 
collecting catch and effort data from 
recreational anglers. The FHS will 
sample a week’s activity from 10% of 
vessels that are permitted for-hire or 
charter vessel trips. Each interview will 
collect the number of recreational 
fishing trips, and log sheets submitted 
by the permit holders will show 
corresponding effort data (e.g. time at 
sea, amounts of catch from each 
fishery), within the sample selected 
week. 

II. Method of Collection 

Information will be collected through 
telephone interviews using a CATI 
System. In lieu of telephone interviews, 
respondents may also provide 
information via a Web-based 
application. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–XXXX. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
20,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 31⁄2 
minutes for a telephone interview; 31⁄2 
minutes to complete their responses on 
the web-based application; 1 minute for 
fax the log-sheet. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,334. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: May 29, 2014. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–12840 Filed 6–3–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

National Estuarine Research Reserve 
System 

AGENCY: Estuarine Reserves Division, 
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of Public Comment 
Period for the Waquoit Bay, 
Massachusetts National Estuarine 
Research Reserve Management Plan 
revision. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Estuarine Reserves Division, Office 
of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce is announcing a thirty day 
public comment period for the Waquoit 
Bay, Massachusetts National Estuarine 
Research Reserve Management Plan 
revision. 

The Waquoit Bay Reserve revised 
plan will replace the plan approved in 
2006. The revised management plan 
outlines the administrative structure; 
the research & monitoring, education, 
training, and stewardship goals of the 
reserve; and the plans for future land 
acquisition and facility development to 
support reserve operations. The revised 
management plan will serve as the 
guiding document for the 2,804 acre 
Waquoit Bay Reserve for the next five 
years. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael Migliori at (301) 563–1126 or 
Erica Seiden at (301) 563–1172 of 
NOAA’s National Ocean Service, 
Estuarine Reserves Division, 1305 East- 
West Highway, N/ORM5, 10th floor, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to 15 CFR 921.33(c), the revised plan 
meets the reserve’s requirements for 
compliance. The Waquoit Bay Reserve 
revised plan will replace the plan 
approved in 2006. 

The revised management plan 
outlines the administrative structure; 
the research & monitoring, education, 
training, and stewardship goals of the 
reserve; and the plans for future land 
acquisition and facility development to 
support reserve operations. 

The Waquoit Bay, Massachusetts 
Reserve takes an integrated approach to 
management, linking research, 
education, training and stewardship 
functions to address high priority issues 
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