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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
U.S. WEST COAST COMMERCIAL ALBACORE  

FISHERY COST-EARNINGS SURVEY 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
 
A. JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
Commercial fisheries economic data collection programs implemented by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) address statutory and regulatory mandates to determine the quantity and distribution of 
net benefits derived from living marine resources as well as predict the economic impacts from proposed 
management options on commercial harvesters, shore side industries, and fishing communities. In 
particular, these economic data collection programs contribute to legally mandated analyses required 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MFCMS), the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), and Executive Order 12866 
(E.O. 12866). 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
The NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC) proposes a one-time fleet-wide survey of the 
West Coast based commercial albacore fleet to collect annual earnings and industry related expenditures 
for tax reporting years of 2013 and 2014. The project is being conducted by Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc., a 
California-based consultant with targeted experience in the commercial albacore fishery and in collecting 
human informant data.  The survey targets fixed and variable economic cost data, including labor and 
crew compensation methods; hard costs such as gear, operations, and maintenance; and soft costs such as 
financing, insurance, and regulatory compliance. Earnings data to be collected includes sales by customer 
type and earnings by location (Washington, Oregon, California, or Other). The survey is designed to also 
capture qualitative information on other fisheries in which commercial albacore fishermen participate. 
 
Given the absence of mandatory cost reporting requirements, the survey is intended to inform economic 
analyses in technical reports such as Regulatory Impact Review and Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. 
Survey results are intended to assist policy makers in efforts to design and improve policy to positively 
affect outcomes in the commercial fishing industry, and increase public benefits. 
 
The survey is also intended to assist NMFS in developing a more comprehensive understanding of the 
economics of the U.S. commercial fishing industry by informing the Input-Output Model for Pacific 
Coast Fisheries (IO-PAC) and is also intended to provide more accurate information and inform future 
IO-PAC model revisions. 
 
The initial section of the survey (CONTACT INFORMATION FOR SURVEY RESPONDENT) 
requests contact information for survey participants. The next section (VESSEL OWNERSHIP AND 
CHARACTERISTICS) requests vessel identification information and basic characteristics of the vessel 
which have implications for the scope of fishing methods and cost of fishing effort. The next two sections 
(OTHER FISHERY 1, OTHER FISHERY 2) ask for basic information on which fisheries the 
respondent participated in. The next section (FISHING METHODS) requests information on what 
methods were used.   After this, we have a section (ANNUAL COSTS AND REVENUES) which 
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requests information on fixed costs of participating in commercial fishing activities (FIXED COSTS – 
ALL FISHERIES) followed by successive sections for the respondent to enter variable costs and ex 
vessel revenue data for participation in the albacore fishery, only. In addition, we request information for 
the albacore fishery component of activity, only, on sales by customer type (BREAKDOWN OF 
ALBACORE SALES BY CUSTOMER TYPE) and crew compensation (CREW COMPENSATION 
WHILE TARGETING ALBACORE). The breakdown of cost information in our survey format is 
designed to facilitate the use of cost information collected to parameterize an IO-PAC model of the 
fishery which can be used to estimate regional economic impacts. 
 
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
publicly disseminated information.  However, data will not be released for public use except in aggregate 
statistical form without identification as to its source.  NMFS will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for 
confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information.  
 
The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality 
guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Hard copies of the survey will be distributed via U.S. Postal Service as well as at industry events such as 
annual meetings.  Instructions on the return of completed surveys will include return post, email or hand 
collection, where appropriate.  In cases of delay and/or non response, follow up emails, phone calls or 
personal interviews will be conducted.   
 
Completed surveys will be scanned or read from an emailed file and the data will then be entered 
manually in a database.  Data entered online will be saved in real time. The survey will be pretested with 
no more than nine vessel owners and representatives from the two major commercial albacore industry 
associations. The data obtained from pretesting will not be saved. There will be no other means to submit 
data or information for the purposes of this study. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The last cost earnings survey of the West Coast commercial albacore fleet was conducted in 2002 by the 
American Fisherman’s Research Foundation (AFRF).  We are not aware of any surveys currently or 
planned, aimed at collecting cost and earnings data on the vessel level in this fishery.     
 
The Pacific Fishery Information Network (PacFIN) compiles a database of landings records submitted by 
the California, Oregon and Washington Departments of Fish and Wildlife. PacFIN records represent 
mandatory landings records (fish tickets) submitted to state departments of fish and wildlife, which 
provide landings by species measured by weight and ex vessel revenues; however. no cost data is 
collected.  
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The potential respondent universe for this survey is the owners or operators of all active West Coast 
vessels primarily targeting Pacific albacore tuna in 2013 and 2014. The burden to vessel owners will be 
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minimized by providing postage-paid envelopes to return completed surveys and by providing 
respondents with the option to complete and submit the survey online. Respondents can also print the 
survey form directly from the internet for their own records or can save an online version for later access. 
That this is a one-time survey which will significantly reduce respondent fatigue and costs associated with 
completing the survey. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Lack of information on vessel operating costs severely limits the ability of economists to assess the 
impacts that commercial albacore fishermen face due to changes in regulations, fishing conditions, and 
market conditions.  Without this information, analyses that attempt to assess the economic effects of 
proposed regulations or policy alternatives on vessels, crew and the fishery as a whole are incomplete and 
inaccurate. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to 
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of 
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data 
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on March 18, 2014 (73 FR 56 (15959)) solicited public comments. 
No comments were received. 
 
Representatives from the two major associations in the West Coast commercial albacore industry also had 
the opportunity to review and comment on the survey.  While gaining and maintaining support for the 
survey is an on-going task and component of the project, project managers have received positive and 
constructive feedback from fishermen and industry leaders, the Western Fishboat Owners Association 
(WFOA) and the American Albacore Fishing Association (AAFA) whose members account for the 
majority of the total U.S. West Coast commercial albacore landings and earnings,  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
The project does not include payments or gifts to respondents. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
Respondents are assured in the introductory language of the survey instrument that data will not be 
released for public use except in aggregate statistical form without identification as to its source and that 
no individual names, vessel names, or other identifying information will be included in any reports or 
publications.   Personally identifiable information is requested to enable Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc 
(LWC) to follow up where necessary and clarify or complete individual responses and/or to conduct a 
spoken survey with respondents who are unable, unwilling or prefer it.  As such, the information is 
provided to boost the completeness, accuracy and response rate of the survey. As stated above, no 
information linking PacFIN identifiers with survey response results will be released in any reports or 
publications, or to NMFS or any other individual or organization. 
 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
The survey seeks information on the cost and earnings of a commercial albacore vessel landing on the 
West Coast of the U.S. and does not include questions on sexual behavior, attitudes, beliefs, or other 
private information. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The public reporting burden for this voluntary collection of information is estimated to average two and a 
half (2.5) hours per respondent. This includes the time required to read the introductory statement and the 
gathering of business information necessary to complete the survey. The response rate is expected to be 
near 60%, resulting in approximately 270 returned surveys.  As a result, the survey is expected to impose 
a total of 675 burden hours on the U.S. West Coast commercial industry. 
 
Approximate total number of participants 450 
Approximate sample size   450 
Approximate expected survey response rate 60% 
Approximate expected # survey respondents 270 
Average burden hours/survey   1 hours, 30 minutes 
Total annual burden hours   675 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question 
12 above). 
 
No recordkeeping or reporting cost is anticipated due to the use of postage-paid envelopes. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
Total estimated cost to the Federal Government will be $15,000.  A private firm, Lisa Wise Consulting, 
Inc. has been hired to develop, administer and collect the survey, tabulate the survey data, conduct follow 
up contacts, and enter and validate the data.  In addition to survey firm contract costs, there will be 
additional costs for meetings, project management, and phone and email communication and for supplies. 
A table of itemized costs is presented below. 
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Description Estimated Cost
Data Collection
Survey development and review $1,500
Outreach to industry $400
Administrative support $1,500
Data Preparation
Data Verification/Checks $800
Development of Population Weighing Adjustments $800
Project Management $10,000
Total $15,000  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments. 
 
This is a new collection. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
Survey results will be reported in SWFSC’s administrative report and published on the NMFS web site. 
Summaries will include descriptive statistics (such as mean and standard deviation) of the various cost 
and earnings categories. 
 
Survey results will be reported over time through a series of studies prepared for fisheries management. 
Results may also be discussed in conference presentations, public meetings, and technical guides. All 
reporting of survey results will conform to data confidentiality requirements. Qualified researchers with 
confidentiality agreements will have access to raw data for performing future analyses. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement. 
 
Not Applicable.   
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
U.S. WEST COAST COMMERCIAL ALBACORE  

FISHERY COST-EARNINGS SURVEY 
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-XXXX 

 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
1.  Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any 
sampling or other respondent selection method to be used. Data on the number of entities 
(e.g., establishments, State and local governmental units, households, or persons) in the 
universe and the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form. The tabulation 
must also include expected response rates for the collection as a whole. If the collection has 
been conducted before, provide the actual response rate achieved. 
 
According to the mandatory federal logbooks submitted to National Marine Fisheries Service by captains 
after each fishing trip, approximately 450 vessels are active in West Coast albacore fishery. This survey 
will target the approximately 450 active vessels in the fishery by providing surveys via U.S. Postal 
Service and by email where possible.  Based on past such survey response results, an approximate 60% 
response rate is expected, which would yield approximately 270 completed surveys.  The 270 completed 
responses will be stratified by vessel size, landings by weight, fishing method and port of registration. 
 
The Northwest Fisheries Science Center (NWFSC) has conducted three previous economic cost earnings 
surveys of the limited entry fixed gear fleet, under OMB Control No. 0648-0369.  A survey fielded during 
2006 obtained a 58% response rate.  A second survey fielded during 2009 obtained responses from 50% 
of vessel owners. The third survey conducted in 2011 obtained responses from 60% of vessel owners.   
 
The targeted survey fielding protocol for this survey would suggest a slightly higher response rate than 
previous surveys.  Factors that will generate a higher response rate include very close collaboration with 
industry leaders to ensure their on-going support, attendance at industry events where surveys can be 
administered in person (annual member meetings of the AAFA and WFOA) and a survey method that 
includes phone and email follow-up to non respondents.  
 

Total Target Population 450 
Approximate expected survey response rate 60% 
Approximate expected # of survey respondents 270 
Average burden hours per survey 90 minutes 
Total annual burden hours 675 

 
2.  Describe the procedures for the collection, including: the statistical methodology for 
stratification and sample selection; the estimation procedure; the degree of accuracy 
needed for the purpose described in the justification; any unusual problems requiring 
specialized sampling procedures; and any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data 
collection cycles to reduce burden. 
 
The desired degree of precision, and corresponding desired response rate, depends upon the application 
for which the data is being used.  Some applications may use data from all survey respondents, while 
other applications will use data only from vessels that hold a specific gear type or operate in a certain 
geographic location.  A basic application of the survey data could be the inference of unobserved 
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population mean values from the observed sample mean values. Given a population of approximately 450 
vessels and an expected response rate of approximately 60%, a sample of 270 completed surveys would 
be required.  This would yield approximately 270 respondents, and would achieve an appropriate margin 
of error (+/- 8%) at the 95% confidence interval.  
 
For an example of anticipated precision of estimates, we consider the case of average variable costs. 
Results from the previous albacore fishery survey showed a coefficient of variation for reported variable 
costs of 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋 = 𝑠𝑠

𝑋𝑋�
= 0.97, where X denotes respondent-level variable costs, s is the sample standard 

deviation and 𝑋𝑋 is the sample mean. The formula for the coefficient of variation of mean variable costs 

estimated from survey results is 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋 =
𝑠𝑠𝑋𝑋
𝑋𝑋
�𝑁𝑁−𝑛𝑛
𝑁𝑁−1

= 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋�
𝑁𝑁−𝑛𝑛

𝑛𝑛(𝑁𝑁−1)
 , where 𝑠𝑠𝑋𝑋 = 𝑠𝑠

𝑋𝑋
 is the standard error for the 

sample mean, N is the survey target population size and n is the survey sample size.  The associated 

margin of error for a 95% confidence interval for the mean variable cost is +/- 1.96 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝑋𝑋�
𝑁𝑁−𝑛𝑛

𝑛𝑛(𝑁𝑁−1)
 , where 

1.96 is the 97.5th percentile of a standard normal random variable.  With a target population size of 450 
and 270 survey respondents, estimated mean variable costs would thus achieve an approximate margin of 
error of +/- 8.0% with 95% confidence. 
 
The example above is one of many potential examples, and the CVs will vary for different sample 
statistics and may not be the same for this new survey as for the previous one.  It is likely that different 
levels of precision will be obtained for other statistics calculated from survey results.   
 
This is a one-time survey which aims to collect two years of data, an approach specifically designed to 
reduce the burden to the respondents. 
 
3.  Describe the methods used to maximize response rates and to deal with nonresponse. 
The accuracy and reliability of the information collected must be shown to be adequate for 
the intended uses. For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be 
provided if they will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe 
studied. 
 
A number of methods will be used to maximize survey response rates.  First, the survey team will work 
with industry group representatives to encourage survey participation.  Second, respondents are asked 
only to provide information necessary to perform intended analysis, and questions are structured in the 
most logical fashion to prevent repetition or unnecessary detail.  Third, the interview form has been tested 
and implemented based on methods found most effective in those tests.  Those methods include: taking 
advantage of opportunities to conduct interviews in person at industry events (such as membership 
meetings of the WFOA, AAFA and AFRF, the latter of which the team has been formally invited), 
following up with non-respondents to conduct surveys by phone or email and Lisa Wise Consulting 
leveraging close relationships, personal and professional, with industry leaders and individual fishermen 
forged over ten years. 
 
Testing for non-response bias will be based on considerable data available for all members of the survey 
population. Data on vessel physical characteristics and landings are available for both survey respondents 
and non-respondents from the federal logbooks, and will be used to test the representativeness of survey 
respondents.  No personally identifiable information will be provided to NMFS. 
 
If non-response bias appears evident in our survey results, efforts will be made to contact groups that are 
under-represented to achieve a balance among different groups (different vessel sizes, fishing methods 
and levels of participation).  If non-response bias still appears evident in our survey responses after such 
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an effort, weighted averages and weighted sums based on the distribution of groups will be used to adjust 
the bias.   
 
4.  Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken. Tests are encouraged as 
effective means to refine collections, but if ten or more test respondents are involved OMB 
must give prior approval. 
 
The survey was reviewed and edited extensively by representatives of NMFS/SWFSC and NWFSC with 
extensive experience in administering surveys in the West Coast commercial fishing industry. The survey 
has been reviewed and pre-tested by Dr. Pam Godde, California State University San Marcos, a member 
of the Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc. team, who has worked closely with albacore fishermen in our target 
population and is aware of concerns they may have.   
 
The survey was also pretested by commercial albacore fishermen from the roll or pole-and-line (bait boat) 
fisheries, the major methods deployed in this fishery.  Representatives from the major associations in the 
West Coast commercial albacore industry also had the opportunity to review and comment on the survey.  
Testing included fewer than nine (9) individuals, therefore did not require prior approval from OMB. 
 
5.  Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on the statistical 
aspects of the design, and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other 
person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency. 
 
Agency Coordinator: 
Dale Squires 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
8901 La Jolla Shores Drive 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
(858) 546-7113 
Dale.Squires@noaa.gov 
 
Principal Investigator: 
Henry Pontarelli 
Vice President, Lisa Wise Consulting 
58 Maiden Lane, 3RD Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
(805) 595-1345 
henry@lisawiseconsulting.com 
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Dear U.S. West Coast Albacore Fishermen, 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The U.S. West Coast albacore industry generates thousands of jobs and millions of dollars in earnings 
and spending in coastal communities in Washington, Oregon and California.   

The National Marine Fisheries Service’s Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC) is working with Lisa 
Wise Consulting, Inc. (LWC) to collect data on the cost and earnings of fishermen operating in the West 
Coast commercial albacore fishery. This survey is completely voluntary. Because you and other vessel 
owners are the only ones that can provide this information, we encourage you to participate.  With a 
clearer understanding of the economic performance at the vessel level, fishery managers, industry 
stakeholders and seafood consumers will better appreciate the economic contributions of the 
commercial albacore fishery and be better informed and motivated to promote and protect it.  A clearer 
understanding of earnings and employment provided by the albacore fishery will enable the industry to 
better respond to proposed regulation. For example, the results of a similar survey of the drift gillnet 
fishery conducted for the 2008-2010 period were used to analyze potential employment loss due to the 
adoption of AB 2019, a bill that would have made drift gillnet landings in California illegal (defeated in 
May, 2014). 

CONFIDENTIALITY 
Data collected in this survey will be provided to NMFS in numeric form with no personally identifiable 
information such as names, vessel identifiers or anything that can link information on the survey with a 
vessel owner or fisherman. To this end, only page 1 of this survey contains personally identifiable 
information and will be destroyed after survey responses are obtained.   LWC may use the personally 
identifiable information to facilitate follow ups with fishermen via phone or email to confirm or clarify 
responses that are unclear or incomplete or to speak with fishermen who prefer to complete the survey 
over the phone. 

DATA USE 
Data will be used to inform science and policy-making technical reports, economic and scientific 
publications and support U.S. participation in international treaty negotiations. The data is also intended 
to inform the Northwest Fisheries Science Center’s Input-Output (IO-PAC) model for Pacific Coast 
Fisheries.  The type of data collected through this survey can and has been used by industry groups and 
individual fishermen: 

• To quantify the positive economic impacts of the commercial albacore fishery in terms of 
employment and revenue generated and regional economic impacts on fishing communities. 

• To emphasize why Americans should demand U.S. caught albacore. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Please complete the survey as thoroughly as possible.  If you have any questions regarding the survey 
please contact Henry Pontarelli at henry@lisawiseconsulting.com or (805) 801-9646.  The completed 
survey may be returned via mail in the pre-postage paid return envelope provided in this package. Public 
reporting burden for this information collection, including time for gathering data needed, and 
completing the survey is estimated to average one hours and thirty minutes per respondent.  

mailto:henry@lisawiseconsulting.com


   
 

 

Pin ID #:  

OMB Control No. 0648-XXXX 
              Expiration Date: XX/XX/XXXX 

 
U.S. WEST COAST COMMERCIAL ALBACORE FISHERY COST-EARNINGS SURVEY 

Funded by: NOAA Fisheries – Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Conducted by: Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc. 

This survey is being sent to all commercial fishing vessel owners who participated in the West Coast 
albacore fishery (Washington, Oregon, and California) during 2014.   

 
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR SURVEY RESPONDENT 
 
1. Name: ________________________________ 2. E-mail: ________________________________ 

3. Today’s Date (month/day/year):________________ 4. Telephone: (____)_______________________ 

5. Mailing address (street, city, state, and zip code):  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VESSEL OWNERSHIP AND CHARACTERISTICS 

6. Please verify the following information on record about your vessel’s ownership characteristics. If the 
information shown is incorrect or missing please provide correct information in the Corrections column. 

Item Current Information Additions/Corrections 

 
a. Owner’s name(s)  

 
Charles Smith  

 

 
b. Owner’s address 

 
333 1st Street, Waldport, OR 97005 

 

 
c. Vessel name 

 
FV Smith 

 

 
d. USCG or state vessel ID 

 
33221843 or OR33214 
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6. (Continued). Please verify the following information on record about your vessel’s characteristics. 

 
Item Current Information Additions/Corrections 

 
e. Home port1 

 
Newport, OR 

 

 
f. Vessel Length Overall (feet)2 

 
75’ 

 

 
g. Fuel capacity (gallons)  

 
300’ 

 

 
h. Engine make and model 

 
Volvo 350 CI 

 

 
i. Total horsepower of main engines 

 
350 

 

 
j. Vessel model and year built 

46’ Little Hoquiam Blue-Fin 
fiberglass, 1974 

 

 
k. Year of vessel purchase 

 
1990 

 

 
l. Vessel purchase price 

  

m. Capital improvements made since 
purchase ($) 

  

n. Approximate insured market value 
of your vessel  

  

1) As indicated in respective state vessel registration 
2) From point of the bow to the transom, excluding bow sprits, outboard motors and other appendages 
 

7. On what date did your tax reporting year begin?  _________________ 

For questions 8 and 9, if you do not participate in other fisheries besides Albacore, please respond “Not 
Applicable.”  

 

OTHER FISHERY 1 

8. For tax reporting years 2013 and 2014, please identify the fishery other than Albacore in which you 
were most active in terms of days spent targeting that fishery: 

______________________________________________________ 

Please indicate, in order of importance, up to three reason(s) for targeting this fishery: 

1. ____________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________ 
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OTHER FISHERY 2 

9. For tax-reporting years 2013 and 2014, please identify the fishery other than Albacore and the Other 
Fishery 1 stated above in which you were most active in terms of days spent targeting that fishery: 

______________________________________________________  

Please indicate, in order of importance, up to three reason(s) for targeting this fishery: 

1. ____________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________ 
 

FISHING METHODS 

10. Please provide your vessel’s fuel consumption, speed, and crew size (not including captain) when 
engaged in fishing activity for tax reporting year 2014. If this vessel does not engage in a particular 
activity, please write “NA” in the appropriate columns. 

2014 

 
Activity 

Fuel Consumption 
(Gallons per Day) 

Speed 
(Knots) 

Average Crew Size 
(not including Capt.) 

 
Albacore Pole and Line 

Gallons  
Per Day 

 
KTS 

 

 
Albacore Troll 

Gallons  
Per Day 

 
KTS 

 

 
All Other Fisheries 

Gallons  
Per Day 

 
KTS 

 

 

11. Approximate percent of total fishing time spent using the following fishing methods for tax-reporting 
year 2014: 

Method 2014 (approximate %) 

 
Albacore Pole and Line 

 
% 

 
Albacore Troll 

 

% 
Other 
 
Method: ___________________________ 

 

% 
Other 
 
Method: ___________________________ 

 

% 
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12. What type of refrigeration/freezing method is used on your vessel (please circle)? 

Blast  Brine  Ice  Other (please specify) ______________ 

 

13. In what year did you adopt this method?  ______________ 

 

14. What was the initial investment associated with this method? $ ______________ 

15. How much was spent maintaining this refrigeration/freezing equipment in tax reporting year 2014? 

 $_______________ 

16. Please indicate, in order of importance, up to three primary reasons for adopting this type of 
freezing method: 
 

1. ____________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________ 
 

 

ANNUAL COSTS AND REVENUES 

Questions 17 through 21 target information on costs and revenues associated with the activities in all 
fisheries.  

FIXED COSTS - ALL FISHERIES 

17. Please indicate fixed costs when targeting ALL fisheries for tax reporting years 2013 and 2014 

Fixed Costs (All Fisheries) 
 

2013 ($) 2014 ($) 

 
a. Mooring and slip fees 

$ $ 

 
b. Albacore Organization/Affiliation/ dues 

$ $ 

 
c. Electronic equipment repair and maintenance  

$ $ 

 
d. Electronic equipment replacement 

$ $ 

 
e. Vessel repair and maintenance 

$ $ 

 
f. Engine repair and maintenance 

$ $ 
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g. Engine replacement 

$ $ 

 
h. Insurance  

$ $ 

 
i. Interest and financial services  

$ $ 

 
j. Enforcement (fines, legal fees, etc.) 

$ $ 

 
k. Purchase of permits for this vessel  

$ $ 

 
l. Organization/Affiliation dues not related to any specific fishery 

$ $ 

 
m. Other (please specify) _____________________ 

$ $ 

 

VARIABLE COSTS - ALBACORE FISHERY ONLY 

18. For fishing activity targeting Albacore, please provide total annual costs for each category below 
during your tax reporting years 2013 and 2014. For location of expenditures, please state expenditures 
made at each location of as a percentage of total.  WA = Washington, OR = Oregon, CA = California, 
Other = All Other Areas. 
 

 
Albacore Variable Costs 

 
2013 ($) 

 
2014 ($) 

Location of expenditures  
(percent of total) 

 WA        OR        CA       Other 
a. Pay to Captain for work in this fishery (including 
wages, benefits, share payments, bonuses, 
unemployment insurance, payroll taxes, and other 
forms of compensation) 

$ $  

 

% 

 

 

% 

 

 

% 

 

 

% 
b. Pay to crew for work in this fishery (including 
wages, benefits, share payments, bonuses, 
unemployment insurance, payroll taxes, and other 
forms of compensation) 

$ $  

 

% 

 

 

% 

 

 

% 

 

 

% 
 
c. Fuel and lube 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
d. Food and crew provisions  

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
e. Ice  

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
f. Bait  

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
g. Gear repair, maintenance & replacement 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
h. Landings taxes  

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
i. Offloading 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
j. Trucking 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 

2013-2014 U.S. West Coast Commercial Albacore Fishery Cost-Earnings Survey  P a g e  | 5 



   
 

 

Pin ID #:  

 
k. Travel 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
l. Freight supplies 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
m. Communications _________________ 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 
 
n. Other (please specify) __________________ 

$ $  

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 

% 

 
 
EX VESSEL REVENUE – ALBACORE FISHERY ONLY 
 
21. For fishing activity targeting Albacore, please indicate the ex vessel revenues (total sales receipts) 
during your tax-reporting years 2013 and 2014. If no revenues were generated, please write “NA” in the 
appropriate box. Include post-landings adjustments in your figures. 

 

Albacore Ex Vessel Revenue  2013 ($) 2014 ($) 

 
a. Revenue from landings in Washington 

$ $ 

 
b. Revenue from landings in Oregon 

$ $ 

 
c. Revenue from landings in California 

$ $ 

 
d. Revenue from West Coast at sea deliveries  

$ $ 

 
e. Revenue from  All Other Locations 

$ $ 

 

22. Please estimate the amount of catch that occurred south of the equator, if any:   

 

2013_____________LBS         2014_____________LBS 

 

BREAKDOWN OF ALBACORE SALES BY CUSTOMER TYPE 

23. For each of the product sales sources listed below, please indicate the revenue from fishing activity 
targeting Albacore during your tax reporting year 2013 and fiscal year 2014.  

 

Product Flow Sale 2013 2014 

 
a. Revenue from sales to direct consumer ($) 

$ $ 
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b. Revenue from sales to first receiver ($) 

$ $ 

 
c. Price per pound attained from direct consumer sale ($/LB) 

 
$/LB 

 
$/LB 

 
d. Price per pound attained from sale to wholesale distributor ($/LB) 

 
$/LB 

 
$/LB 

 
e. Price per pound attained from “other” ($/LB) 
 
Please specify___________________________ 

 
 

$/LB 

 
 

$/LB 

 

CREW COMPENSATION WHILE TARGETING ALBACORE 

The following questions collect information about crew compensation methods used when this vessel is 
participating in the West Coast (WA, OR, and CA) albacore fishery. 

24. Does this vessel use a crew share system? 

a. Yes (proceed to question 23). 
b. Proceed to question 29. 
 

25. Which of the following expenses were deducted from total revenue before calculating crew share? 

a. Fuel and oil      Yes  No 
b. Food and other crew provisions.    Yes  No 
c. Landing taxes      Yes No 
d. Offloading expenses      Yes  No 
e. Trucking expenses      Yes  No 
f. Other. Please specify ________________  Yes   
g. Other. Please specify ________________  Yes   
h. Other. Please specify ________________  Yes   
 

26. On what percent of fishing trips does the vessel owner serve as captain? _____% 

27. On trips when the vessel owner serves as captain, please indicate the share of net revenue (revenue 
minus the deductions listed in question 23) going to the vessel, captain, and crew. If the vessel owner 
does not serve as captain on any trips, please circle NA. 

Vessel share _______%   Captain’s share _______%   Crew share _______%       NA 

28. On trips when the vessel owner does not serve as captain, please indicate the share of net revenue 
(revenue minus the deductions listed in question 23) going to the vessel, captain, and crew. If the vessel 
owner always serves as captain, please circle NA. 

Vessel share _______%   Captain’s share _______%   Crew share _______%       NA 
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29. Please indicate the total payout amounts and associated employment period for tax reporting year 
2013 for the following: 

2013 
Crew Member Total Payout Amount ($) Employment Period  

 
 
Captain 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 1 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 2 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 3 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 4 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 5 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 6 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 7 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
30. Please indicate the total payout amounts and associated period of employment period for tax 
reporting year 2014 for the following: 

2014 

Crew Member Total Payout Amount ($) Employment Period 
Start: MM / DD   End: MM / DD 

 
Captain 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 1 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 2 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 3 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 4 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 5 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 6 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 

 
Crew 7 

$  
Start: ____ / ____ End: ____ / ____ 
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31. Is there any other information you would like to share with us?  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
END OF SURVEY 

Thank you. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other suggestions for reducing this burden to Dale 
Squires at 8901 La Jolla Shores Dr, La Jolla, CA 92037 or via email at Dale.Squires@noaa.gov.  Notwithstanding any other 
provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to 
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that 
collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. This survey is conducted under OMB Control 
No. 0648-XXXX. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Cost and Earnings 
Surveys for West Coast Commercial 
Albacore Fishery 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before May 23, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Stephen M. Stohs, (858) 
546–7084 or Stephen.Stohs@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a new information 
collection. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) proposes to collect economic 
information for fishing vessels in the 
West Coast Commercial Albacore 
Fishery. Information about revenues, 
variable and fixed costs, capital 
investment, vessel characteristics, and 
employment would be collected from 
vessel owners for a stratified random 
sample of vessels in this fishery. The 
data will be used to assess how 
fishermen will be impacted by and 
respond to federal regulation likely to be 
considered by fishery managers. 
Therefore, the data will be used to 
strengthen and improve fishery 
management decision-making, satisfy 
legal mandates under Executive Order 
12866, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act, the Endangered Species 
Act, and the National Environmental 
Policy Act, and other pertinent statues. 

II. Method of Collection 

The economic information sought will 
be collected via mail, phone and in- 
person surveys. Where feasible, the 
respondents will be provided with the 
option to respond to the mail survey on- 
line via email or other electronic forms 
such as an online survey tool. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: None. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(request for a new information 
collection). 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
250. 

Estimated Time per Response: 2 
hours. 30 minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 625. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: March 18, 2014. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2014–06250 Filed 3–21–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD172 

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; 
Initiation of 5-Year Essential Fish 
Habitat Review 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of initiation of 5-year 
Essential Fish Habitat review; request 
for information. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces a 5-year 
review of essential fish habitat (EFH) for 
Atlantic highly migratory species (HMS) 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. The 
purpose of the 5-year review is to 
evaluate the EFH provisions of the 
fishery management plan (FMP) and 
revise or amend them as warranted. A 
5-year review is based on the best data 
available regarding Atlantic HMS and 
their habitats; therefore, NMFS is 
requesting submission of any such 
information on Atlantic HMS EFH that 
has become available since publication 
of Final Amendment 1 to the 2006 
Consolidated HMS FMP in 2009; Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
Amendment 3 to the 2006 Consolidated 
HMS FMP; and the interpretive rule and 
final action that published on 
September 22, 2010, and defined EFH 
for roundscale spearfish. 
DATES: To allow adequate time to 
conduct this review, NMFS must 
receive your information no later than 
May 23, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit 
information by any of the following 
methods: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit 
information via email to: 
NMFS.HMSEFH@noaa.gov. 

• Mail: Submit written information to 
Jenni Wallace, HMS Management 
Division, NMFS, SSMC3/F/SF1, 1315 
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. Please mark the outside of the 
envelope ‘‘Atlantic HMS EFH 5-Year 
Review.’’ 

• Instructions: Information must be 
submitted by one of the above methods 
to ensure that the information is 
received, documented, and considered 
by NMFS. Information sent by any other 
method, or received after the end of the 
60-day submission period, may not be 
considered. All information received is 
a part of the public record and may be 
posted for public viewing on http://
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