NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date  01/13/2016

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Jennifer Jessup
FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Jennifer Jessup

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
01/13/2016

ACTION REQUESTED: Revision of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 201601-0648-006
AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Southeast Region Aquaculture Program
LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0703

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 01/31/2019 DISCONTINUE DATE:
BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS
Previous 0 0
New 640 2,753
Difference
Change due to New Statute 0 0
Change due to Agency Discretion 640 2,753
Change due to Agency Adjustment 0 0
Change due to PRA Violation 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Dominic J. Mancini

Acting Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs

COSTS

87,660

87,660



List of ICs

IC Title Form No. Form Name CFR Citation
Application for Gulf NA Application for Gulf 50 CFR 622.101(a)(2)
Aquaculture Permit Aquaculture Permit
Annual report NA Southeast Region Aquaculture {50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(B),

Program Annual Report (C), and

Baseline Environmental 50 CFR 622.102(a)(2)(v)
Survey
Certification for Broodstock NA Certification for Broodstock 50 CFR 622.106(a)(4)
and Juveniles and Juveniles
Request to Harvest NA Request to Harvest 50 CFR 622.106(a)(16)
Broodstock Broodstock
Broodstock Post-Harvest NA Broodstock Post-Harvest 50 CFR 622.106(a)(16)
Report Report
Request to Transfer Gulf NA Request to Transfer Gulf 50 CFR 622.101(d)(5)(i)

Aquaculture Permit

Aquaculture Permit

Notification of Entanglement or
Interaction

NA

Notification of Entanglement or
Interaction

50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)()(G

Notification of Major NA Notification of Major 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(B)
Escapement Event Escapement Event
Notification of Reportable NA Notification of Reportable 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(C)
Pathogen Episode Pathogen Episode
Notification to Transport NA Notification to Transport 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(A)

Cultured Juveniles to Offshore

Cultured Juveniles to Offshore

Systems Systems
Harvest and Landing NA Harvest and Landing 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(D)
Notification Notification and (E)

Dealer Report for Landing and
Sale

NA

Dealer Report for Landing and
Sale

50 CFR 622.101(b)(1)

Assurance Bond

50 CFR 622.101(a)(2)(xiil)

Contract with Aquatic Animal
Health Expert

50 CFR 622.101(a)(2)(xvi)

Emergency Disaster Plan

50 CFR 622.101(a)(2)(xvi)

Fin Clip Samples

50 CFR 622.106(a)(4)(ii)

Dealer permit application
(option to be added to 0648-
0205 application once program
approved)

50 CFR 622.101(b)

Broodstock marking

50 CFR 622.106(a)(4)

Pinger/location device

Genetic testing

4
50 CFR 622.106(a)(2)
2

Marking restricted access zone

50 CFR 622.104(c)

Bill of lading

(
(
50 CFR 622.108(a)(2)
(
(

50 CFR 622.106(a)(15)

Marine Mammal Authorization
Mortality/Injury Reporting Form

NA

MMAP reporting form

Notification to Delay Permit

Issuance

50 CFR 622.101(d)(3)(iii)




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.

1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA/NMFS/SER a. 0648 . 0703
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a. [ 1] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection

c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection 5. Small entities

Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1]No

collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved

collection for which approval has expired 6. Requested expiration date

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b.[ ] Other Specify:__/

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

7. Title AquacultureProgram

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords "Fishing,""Fisheries"and"Fishing Vessels"

10. Abstract

The FisheryManagemenPlanfor RegulatingOffshoreMarine Aquaculturein the Gulf of Mexico (FMP) andimplementingregulations
established regionalpermittingprocesdor regulatingandpromotingenvironmentallysoundandeconomicallysustainabl@aquaculture
in the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) exclusiveeconomiczone(EEZ). Therule (RIN 0648-AS65)llowsfor up to 20 offshoreaquaculture
operationgo be permittedin the Gulf overa 10-yearmperiod,with anestimatedcannualproductionof up to 64 million pounds.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x") 12. Obligation to respond (check one)

a._X_Individuals or households d. Farms a.[ ] Voluntary
b. _P_ Business or other for-profite. Federal Government b. [I 1T Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden 14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of

a. Number of respondents 20 dollars)
b. Total annual responses 640 a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
1. Percentage of these responses o5 b. Total annual costs (O&M) 87
i 0,
collected electronically % c. Total annualized cost requested 87
c. Total annual hours requested 2,753 . 0
d. Current OMB inventory 0 d. Current OMB inventory
e. Difference 2,753 e. Difference 87

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___Application for benefits e. ﬁ Program planning or management
b. _X Program evaluation f.__ Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6. [ 1] Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Name: JessBeck-Stimpert
Phone: 727-551-5755

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date

B RA BSO N SA RA H . '] Digitally signed by BRABSON.SARAH. 1365710488

DN: c=US, 0=U.S. Government, ou=DoD, ou=PKI,

2 6 q 7 1 néRR ou:(?THER, cn:BR/—\'BSQN._SAI?{?n}-'I.1365710488

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
SOUTHEAST REGION AQUACULTURE PROGRAM
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0703

INTRODUCTION

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA) authorizes the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council) to prepare and amend fishery
management plans (FMPs) for any fishery in waters under its jurisdiction. The National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries; NMFS)
manages aquaculture operations in federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) under the Fishery
Management Plan for Regulating Offshore Marine Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico
(Aquaculture FMP). This Aquaculture FMP proposes to implement an offshore aquaculture
program in the Gulf in conjunction with a final rule, RIN 0648-AS65). Changes have been made
to some burden estimates; there are several changes in information collection titles and other
terminology. Also, three new information collections have been added, previously not included
as not seen as requiring approval under the PRA.

This request is for a new collection of information (resubmission with changes from the
proposed rule).

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

Aquaculture in federal waters is considered “fishing” under the MSFCMA.. Fishing includes
activities and operations related to the taking, catching, or harvesting of fish (Sec 3 (16) of the
MSFCMA). Any FMP prepared by the Council, or by the Secretary, must include provisions
specified in Sec 303(a) of the MSFCMA. Additionally, numerous discretionary provisions may
be prescribed, including measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions determined to be
necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of a fishery (Sec. 303(b)(14) of
the MSFCMA). While current regulations authorize NOAA Fisheries to grant Exempted Fishing
Permits (EFPs) for aquaculture in federal waters, such permits are of limited duration and are not
intended for the large-scale production of fish. As a result, commercial aquaculture in federal
waters is not viable under the current permitting process. A FMP must therefore be developed to
authorize the development of commercial aquaculture operations if aquaculture is to become a
viable industry in federal waters.

Several years ago, Congress considered national legislation that would have authorized and
established a regulatory framework for offshore aquaculture in federal waters. The most recent
version of the bill, titled the "National Offshore Aquaculture Act of 2007 (posted as a
supplementary document), would have exempted aquaculture from the MSFCMA definition of
“fishing.” The bill would have also provided regional fishery management councils a
consultative role in the development of an offshore aquaculture industry and would not override
other existing laws and regulations intended to conserve and manage wild fish stocks. Although


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf

Congress did not act on the proposed legislation, it is possible that similar legislation could be
enacted in the future.

The purpose of the Aquaculture FMP is to maximize benefits to the Nation by establishing a
regional permitting process to manage the development of an environmentally sound and
economically sustainable aquaculture industry in federal waters of the Gulf. The Council
initiated this action to provide a programmatic approach to evaluating the impacts of aquaculture
proposals in federal waters of the Gulf. This action was also initiated to provide a
comprehensive framework for regulating such activities. The Aquaculture FMP and associated
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) are intended to improve the regulatory
process for authorizing current and future offshore aquaculture proposals by providing the
Council and NOAA Fisheries the information required to review and authorize offshore
aquaculture operations.

The primary goal of the Council’s proposed aquaculture permitting program is to increase the

maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and optimum yield (OY) of federal fisheries in the Gulf by
supplementing the harvest of wild caught species with cultured product. The objectives of the
Aquaculture FMP are:

1. Provide for the development of environmentally sound and economically sustainable
aquaculture fishery to increase the potential yields of the fishery, consistent with the
goals and objectives of the MSFCMA;

2. To achieve optimum yield, while not adversely affecting wild stocks, protected resources,

and essential fish habitat;

To conserve and protect essential fish habitat through proper aquaculture facility siting;

4. To obtain necessary data and information for issuing aquaculture permits and monitoring
potential impacts of aquaculture operations;

5. To minimize user conflicts among aquaculture permit operations, commercial fishermen,
and recreational anglers;

6. To prevent or mitigate to the extent practicable adverse impacts to wild stocks, protected
resources, and essential fish habitat resulting from aquaculture activities;

7. To reduce the nation's dependence on imports by supplementing the harvest of domestic
fisheries with cultured products to meet growing United States (U.S.) consumer demand,;
and,

8. To promote and facilitate effective enforcement of the aquaculture management program.

w

Supplementing the harvest of domestic fisheries with cultured product will help the U.S. meet
consumers’ growing demand for seafood and may reduce the nation’s dependence on seafood
imports. Currently, the U.S. imports over 90 percent of the seafood consumed in the country,
and the annual U.S. seafood trade deficit is at an all time high of over $11 billion. One half of
imported seafood products are produced by aquaculture operations. This worldwide trend
toward aquaculture production is expected to continue in response to consumers’ continued
demand for safe, healthy seafood.

The primary goal of federal fishery management, as described in National Standard 1 of the
MSFCMA, is to conserve and manage U.S. fisheries to “...prevent overfishing while achieving,
on a continuing basis, the optimum yield from each fishery for the United States fishing
industry.” QY is defined as the amount of fish that provides the greatest net benefits to the



Nation, particularly with respect to food production and recreational opportunities and taking
into account the protection of marine ecosystems. While economic and social factors are to be
considered in defining the OY of each fishery, OY may not exceed MSY, or the maximum
amount of fish that can be removed without impairing the fishery’s ability to replace removals
through natural growth or replenishment. OY must prevent overfishing and, in the case of an
overfished fishery, must provide for rebuilding stock biomass to a level consistent with that
which would produce MSY.

The MSY of each Council-managed fishery is currently limited by the fishery’s biological
potential. However, establishing an aquaculture fishery would increase total yield above and
beyond that which can be produced solely from wild stocks. Increasing the seafood production
potential of these fisheries will increase their contributions to local, regional, and national,
economies, and their capacity to meet the Nation’s nutritional needs.

The environmental permitting, reporting and siting conditions associated with the proposed
aquaculture program are consistent with the Council’s policy to encourage environmentally
responsible marine aquaculture. These conditions are intended to ensure the operations of all
offshore aquaculture facilities permitted in the Gulf are consistent with the MSFCMA National
Standard (Section 6.12) and do not compromise Council objectives for wild fisheries. Council
objectives for wild fisheries include, but are not limited to:

1. Stabilize or sustain wild stocks over the long term (Spiny Lobster FMP (1982), Coastal

Migratory Pelagics FMP (1983), Red Drum FMP Amendment 1 (1987), Reef Fish FMP

Amendment 1 (1990);

Rebuild overfished stocks (Reef Fish FMP (1984);

3. Conserve and protect fish habitat (Reef Fish FMP (1984), Red Drum FMP Amendment 1
(1987);

4. Minimize impacts on protected species, consistent with the requirements of the
Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act (Shrimp FMP (1981); and,

5. Minimize user conflicts (Spiny Lobster FMP (1982), Coastal Migratory Pelagics FMP
Amendment 1 (1985), Reef Fish FMP Amendment 1 (1990).

no

These conditions will assist the Council in promoting the development of a robust commercial
aquaculture fishery in the Gulf, without threatening the long-term sustainability or viability of
wild fisheries or their contributions to the local, regional, and national economies.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The administrative functions associated with the aquaculture program (e.g., registration and
account setup, landing transactions and most reporting requirements) are intended to be
accomplished online via the aquaculture website; therefore, a participant must have access to a
computer and Internet access and must set up an appropriate online aquaculture account to
participate. Assistance with online functions will be available from Customer Service by calling
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. eastern time. If some online reporting
functions are not available at the time of initial implementation of the aquaculture program,



participants may comply by submitting the required information via email to the NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Region using the appropriate forms that are available on the website. Once
online functions are available, participants must comply by using the online system unless
alternative methods are specified.

Operators of aquaculture facilities would be required to submit all information described below
to NOAA Fisheries, with the exception of the bill of lading information which will accompany
each shipment of cultured product. Currently, all submissions would be via email, phone or
standard mail, unless otherwise noted. NOAA Fisheries will examine all reports and monitoring
of aquaculture operations. Operators must follow monitoring and reporting procedures
consistent with NOAA Fisheries guidelines that will be available on the aquaculture website
(Uniform Resource Locator (URL) not yet available) and from the RA upon request. Operators
must also comply with all applicable monitoring and reporting requirements specified in their
valid Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) under Section 10 for a permit and valid Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.
Additionally, dealers who purchase aquaculture product from facilities would be required to
submit information on those purchases.

Federal Permit Application for Offshore Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico (mail) — Required
information on the application/renewal form would include: business, applicant, and hatchery
contact information, documentation of U.S. citizenship or resident alien status, a baseline
environmental assessment of the proposed site, a description of the geographic location and
dimensions of the aquaculture facility and site, a description of the equipment, allowable
aquaculture systems, and methods to be used for grow-out, a list of species to be cultured and
estimated production levels, a copy of an emergency disaster plan, and copies of currently valid
Federal permits applicable to the proposed aquaculture operation.

Notification to Delay Permit Issuance (mail; no associated form; see Section 622.101(d)(3)(iii)
of the final rule) — NMFS will allow permit applicants to defer initial issuance of a Gulf
aquaculture permit for up to 2 years from the date the RA notifies the applicant of the decision to
grant the permit. The initial permit will be issued 30 days after the RA notifies the applicant of
the decision to grant the permit, unless NMFS receives a written request from the applicant
before the end of the 30 day period to defer issuance of the permit.

Annual Report for Gulf Aquaculture Permittees (mail or website) — The Operator’s annual report
is designed to be a summary of all activities that have occurred in the previous calendar year.

Baseline Environmental Survey (mail; no associated form; see Section 622.101(a)(2)(v) of the
final rule) — The permittee must submit a baseline environmental survey of the proposed
aquaculture site. The survey must be conducted, and the data, analyses, and results must be
summarized and presented, consistent with the guidelines specified by NMFS in coordination
with other federal agencies with similar requirements (e.g., EPA). These guidelines will include,
but may not be limited to, methods and procedures for conducting diver and video surveys,
measuring hydrographic conditions, collecting and analyzing benthic sediments and infauna, and
measuring water quality characteristics. The guidelines will be available on the SERO Web site.

Certification for Broodstock and Juveniles (mail) — The permittee must certify that: 1)
broodstock used to produce juveniles to stock into offshore aquaculture operations were



originally harvested from U.S. waters of the Gulf and have originated from the same population
or sub-population of fish where the aquaculture facility is located or are progeny of such wild
broodstock; 2) that all broodstock animals have been individually marked or tagged (e.g., via a
Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT), coded wire, dart, or internal anchor tag) to allow for
identification of those individuals used in spawning; 3) no genetically engineered animals or
transgenic animals are used or possessed in the aquaculture facility; and 4) fin clips or other
genetic information have been submitted for each individual broodstock animal in accordance
with procedures specified by NOAA Fisheries (available on the SERO Web site).

Request to Harvest Broodstock (website) - At least 30 days prior to each time a permittee or their
designee intends to harvest broodstock from the EEZ or state waters, that would be used to
produce juvenile fish for an aquaculture facility in the Gulf EEZ, submit a request from to the
NOAA Fisheries RA, including the following information: the number of animals, species, and
size, the methods, gears, and vessels (including USCG documentation or state registration) to be
used for capturing, holding, and transporting broodstock, the date and specific location of
intended harvest, and the location to which broodstock will be delivered.

Broodstock Post-Harvest Report (website) — Operators must submit a report including the
number and species of broodstock collected, their size (length and weight), and the geographic
location where the broodstock were captured. The report must be submitted to the NOAA
Fisheries RA no later than 15 days after the date of harvest.

Notification to Transport Cultured Juveniles to Offshore Systems (phone or website) - Operators
would be required to notify NOAA Fisheries 72 hours in advance of transporting cultured
animals from the hatchery to offshore aquaculture systems (unless the hatchery is integrated into
the offshore aquaculture facility). A 72-hour notification window will aid enforcement and
NOAA Fisheries staff and allow them the opportunity to be present at a facility.

Request to Transfer Gulf Aquaculture Permit (mail) - A Gulf Aquaculture Permit is transferable
to an eligible person, i.e., a U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien. An eligible person who
acquires an aquaculture facility that is currently permitted and who desires to conduct activities
for which a permit is required may request that the Regional Administrator (RA) transfer the
permit to him/her. Such a person must complete and submit to the RA a permit transfer request
form that is available from the RA. A request for permit transfer must be accompanied by the
original permit and a copy of a signed bill of sale or equivalent acquisition papers. The seller
must sign the back of the permit, and have the signed transfer document notarized. A transfer is
valid only for the duration of the permit being transferred.

Notification of Entanglement or Interaction (website) — Operators would be required to notify
NOAA Fisheries within 24 hours of discovery of any entanglements or interactions with marine
mammals, endangered species, or migratory birds occur. This reporting requirement for the
operators will allow NOAA Fisheries to assess the severity of the problem and identify solutions
for addressing and preventing future entanglements, or interactions.

Marine Mammal Authorization Program form (MMAP form available at
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap/mmap_reporting_form.pdf) — Operators would
be required to submit this form to NOAA Fisheries within 48 hours when there is an incidental
mortality or injury to a marine mammal.



Notification of Major Escapement Event (website) — Operators would be required to notify
NOAA Fisheries of escapement episodes within 24 hours of the event. This reporting
requirement for the operators will allow NOAA Fisheries to assess the severity of the problem
and identify solutions for addressing and preventing future escapements.

Notification of Reportable Pathogen Episode (website) - Operators would be required to report

pathogen episodes within 24 hours of discovery. Twenty-four hours is considered a reasonable

time frame for response and will allow NOAA Fisheries and other agencies to more quickly and
efficiently respond to these events.

The following two requirements involve the harvest and sale of aquacultured product. First, an
operator must provide the harvest and landing notification including the information listed below
to NOAA Fisheries 72 hours before such activity begins. Once the aquacultured product is
purchased by an authorized dealer, s/he must complete the Dealer Landing Transaction Report.

Harvest and Landing Notification (phone or website) — This is intended to create consistency in
the process of reporting and to aid enforcement in conjunction with the notification requirements.
Operators would be required to notify NOAA Fisheries 72 hours in advance of harvest and 72
hours in advance of landing of cultured animals. A 72-hour notification window will aid
enforcement and NOAA Fisheries staff and allow them the opportunity to be present at a facility
or landing location when these events occur. Landings and transactions of cultured species
harvested from allowable aquaculture systems in the Gulf EEZ would be tracked using an
electronic reporting system developed by NOAA Fisheries. Transactions would be initiated by
the Gulf aquaculture dealer. Aquaculture permit holders would verify landings transactions
before reporting is complete. If aquaculture permit holders indicate an error occurred during
completion of a landing transaction, NOAA Fisheries may require participants to complete a
landing transaction correction form.

Bill of Lading (no associated form; see Section 622.106(a)(15) of the final rule) — Any cultured
animals harvested from an aquaculture facility and being transported must be accompanied by
the applicable bill of lading through landing ashore and the first point of sale. This form will aid
enforcement with traceability of cultured products from the Gulf. Bill of lading forms are
standard in shipments of goods and therefore no additional form is necessary. However, under
this rule NOAA Fisheries requires each bill of lading to include: species name, quantity in
numbers or pounds by species, date and location of landing, Gulf aquaculture permit number of
the aquaculture facility from which the fish were harvested, and name and address of purchaser.

The electronic reporting process would also be used to collect and monitor landing transactions
(i.e. when an aquaculture permit holder sells cultured species to a permitted dealer), including
the following information:
- Date, time, and location of transaction;
- The actual ex-vessel value of cultured species sold,;
- The weight of the catch sold by species; and,
Information necessary to identify the fisherman, vessel, and dealer involved in the
transaction.

Federal Permit Application for an Annual Dealer Permit (mail) - Regulations at 50 CFR
622.101 require a Gulf aquaculture dealer permit to sell or attempt to sell an allowable



aquaculture species cultured in the Gulf exclusive economic zone (EEZ). This will be addressed
by having the dealer check the applicable box on the application in OMB Control No. 0648-
0205, Southeast Region Permit Family of Forms. No new form is necessary for this collection.

Dealer Report for Landing and Sale (website) - A dealer who purchases fish from an aquaculture
facility in the Gulf EEZ must complete a landing transaction report for each landing and sale of
cultured fish via the aquaculture website at the time of the transaction in accordance with
reporting form and instructions provided on the website. This report includes, but is not limited
to, date, time, and location of transaction; information necessary to identify the Gulf Aquaculture
Permit holder, vessel, and dealer involved in the transaction; quantity, in pounds whole weight,
and estimated average weight of each species landed to the nearest tenth of a pound; and average
price paid for cultured fish landed and sold by market category. After the dealer submits the
report and the information has been verified, the website will send a transaction approval code to
the dealer and the aquaculture permit holder.

Assurance Bond (mail or email; no associated form; see Section 622.101(a)(2)(xiii) of final rule)
- An assurance bond sufficient to cover the costs of removal of all components of an aquaculture
facility, including cultured animals®, is required for operators, to minimize environmental
impacts in the case of unforeseen circumstances arising from the operation of such a facility.
The assurance bond would also cover the costs of removing animals with OIE (World
Organization of Animal Health)-reportable pathogens, genetically engineered animals or
transgenic animals if an operator does not remove these animals upon order by NOAA Fisheries.
The guidelines for the assurance bond will be available on the SERO Web site.

Contract with Aquatic Animal Health Expert (mail or email) — A certified aquatic animal health
expert would be responsible for certifying juveniles as pathogen-free prior to stocking.
Additionally, the animal health expert would be responsible for diagnosing pathogens if an
outbreak occurs and reporting information about outbreaks to NOAA Fisheries. The aquatic
animal health expert would have to be either a licensed doctor of veterinary medicine or certified
by the American Fisheries Society, Fish Health Section, as a fish pathologist or fish health
inspector. An operator must also provide a copy of the USDA/Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) VS 17-141 form (OMB Control No. 0579-0278) to NOAA Fisheries
prior to stocking allowable species into offshore aquaculture systems. This form must have been
signed by the expert with whom the operator has developed a contract, following collection and
testing of tissue samples to ensure that fish are free from any OIE-reportable pathogens.

Emergency Disaster Plan (mail or email; no associated form; see Section 622.101(a)(2)(xvi)) -
Requiring an emergency disaster plan from operators will help businesses prepare their
operations in the event of a disaster, thereby reducing risks of impacting the physical and
biological environment.

Fin Clip Samples (mail; no associated form; see Section 622.106(a)(4)(ii) ) - Operators would be
required to obtain and submit broodstock fin clips, or other genetic material, to NOAA Fisheries.
This requirement will allow for enforcement and monitoring in the event that the use of
genetically engineered animals or transgenic animals is suspected. NOAA Fisheries personnel
would be able to identify source broodstock using fin clips or other genetic material and compare
it to the genetic make-up of offspring used for culture.

! The assurance bond would not be required to cover the costs of removing an oil or gas platform.
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Pinger/Location Device (no associated form; see Section 622.106(a)(2) of the final rule) —
Permittees must_maintain a minimum of one properly functioning electronic locating device
(e.g., GPS device, pinger with radio signal) on each allowable aquaculture system, i.e., net pen or
cage, placed in the water at the aquaculture facility. Cost will vary anywhere from several
hundred to several thousand dollars, depending on the type and size.

Marking Restricted Access Zone (no associated form; see Section 622.104(c) of the final rule) —
Permittees must mark the restricted access zone with a floating device such as a buoy at each
corner of the zone. Each floating device must clearly display the aquaculture facility’s permit
number and the words “RESTRICTED ACCESS” in block letters at least 6 inches in height and
in a color that contrasts with the color of the floating device. The restricted access zone
corresponds to the coordinates on the permittees” Army Corps Section 10 permit for the facility.
The marking requirement is in line with U.S. Coast Guard regulations which require the marking
of structures, sunken vessels, and other obstructions for the protection of maritime navigation
(Title 33 C.F.R. 64).

Genetic Testing (no associated form; see Section 622.108(a)(2) of the final rule) — It may be
necessary to conduct genetic testing to determine that all broodstock (and progeny of such
broodstock) were originally harvested from U.S. waters of the Gulf, were from the same
population or sub-population where the facility is located, that juveniles stocked in cages are the
progeny of wild broodstock, or other genetic testing necessary to carry out the requirements of
the Aquaculture FMP. In conducting this testing, NOAA Fisheries may enter into cooperative
agreements with States, may delegate the testing authority to any State, or may contract with any
non-Federal Government entities. NOAA Fisheries may also require the permittee to contract a
non-Federal Government third party approved by the RA if the RA agrees to accept the third
party testing results. The non-Federal Government third party may not be the same entity as the
permittee.

NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access,
modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and
electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more
information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data
that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not
expected to be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management,
technical or general informational publications. Should NOAA Fisheries decide to disseminate
the information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

As stated above in the response to Question 2, once system implementation is completed, most
information would be submitted via a web-based system, with email an option in the meantime
and paper submission an option only in catastrophic circumstances.


http://www.fws.gov/informationquality/section515.html

The real-time capability of such an electronic process would be advantageous to aquaculture
permit holders, NOAA Fisheries, and enforcement personnel.

The application must be mailed to the NOAA Fisheries Permit Office at 263 13th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 and documents related to it may be mailed or e-mailed.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act's operational guidelines require each FMP to evaluate existing state
and federal laws that govern the fisheries in question, and the findings are made part of each
FMP. Each Fishery Management Council membership is comprised of state and federal officials
responsible for resource management in their area. These two circumstances allow identification
of other collections that may be gathering the same or similar information. In addition, each
FMP undergoes extensive public comment periods where potential applicants review the
proposed permit application requirements. Therefore, NOAA Fisheries is confident it is aware
of similar collections if they exist.

Several pieces of information were found to be duplicative between the Notification of
Entanglement or Interaction and the Marine Mammal Authorization Program form (see #2
above). These duplications only pertain to incidents involving marine mammals and not to other
protected species such as turtles and sea birds. Duplicative information between both forms
includes: name and contact info of the owner/operator, date, time and location of event, species
involved and type of mortality or injury. The Notification of Entanglement or Interaction form
collects additional details not collected on the Marine Mammal Authorization Program form,
such as: marine mammal interactions that do not result in injury or mortality, location of injuries
on the body, behavior of the marine mammal(s) involved during the event, location and type of
any gear left on the marine mammal(s), biological information about the marine mammal (if
known) and steps taken to prevent future interaction/entanglement. The Marine Mammal
Authorization Program form also collects information not collected on the Notification of
Entanglement or Interaction form, such as: name and Coast Guard (or state registration number)
of the vessel involved in the marine mammal event and whether the incident was incidental or
intentional.

It has been determined that the other information proposed to be collected is not being collected
elsewhere; therefore, this data collection would not cause duplication.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

NMFS expects that any entities that would seek to develop and locate an aquaculture operation
in the Gulf EEZ would not be considered small businesses under the SBA size standards.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

NOAA Fisheries would be unable to manage the Aquaculture program if this collection were not
conducted or were conducted less frequently. The approved participants would be unknown and
harvest rates could not be determined, which may result in detrimental effects.



7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

No special circumstances are associated with this information collection.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Reqister Notice that solicited public comments
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to
obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of
instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data
elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

The notice of availability of the Aquaculture FMP, and the proposed rule to implement the FMP
(RIN 0648-AS65) included a request for comments on this data collection.

NMFS received over 1,100 public comments on the proposed rule and many of them relate to the
collection of information requirements. The comments related to this collection of information
requirement and NMFS responses are summarized below.

Comment: NMFS requested public comment regarding whether it is necessary for
facilities to provide a Notice of Harvest to NMFS 72 hours prior to harvesting cultured animals
to ensure that only cultured animals are landed (this corresponds to issue 5 in the Public
Participation section of the proposed rule). NMFS received several comments opposing the
requirement to notify NMFS 72 hours prior to harvesting. These comments indicated that this
requirement would be burdensome as harvesting may occur on a daily basis and weather
conditions and other factors may impact harvest schedules.

Response: NMFS has determined that it is appropriate to require the Notice of Harvest.
The 72-hour notification window is intended to aid law enforcement and NMFS staff by
allowing them the opportunity to be present at a facility when harvesting occurs to verify that
permittees are harvesting only cultured species (e.g., through genetic testing) and that they
remain within their production cap. Permittees can provide notification to NMFS either by phone
or web-based form and may use this same method to provide updates on harvest times, etc.
should inclement weather or other circumstances arise. This requirement was contained in the
FMP and the preamble to the proposed rule and NMFS is adding it to the regulations in this final
rule.

Comment: NMFS requested public comment on the additional costs, if any, of
maintaining a daily record of the number of fish introduced into and number or pounds and
average weight of fish removed from each approved aquaculture system, including mortalities. In
addition, NMFS requested public comment on the extent to which this information aids
enforcement of production quotas and auditing (this corresponds to issue 6 in the Public
Participation section of the proposed rule). NMFS received one comment requesting that this
requirement be maintained for enforcement purposes. NMFS did not receive any comments
opposing this requirement.

Response: NMFS has determined that this requirement is necessary to provide the data
needed to effectively enforce individual production quotas and for auditing purposes. This type
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of recordkeeping is standard practice in the aquaculture industry and therefore no additional
costs are anticipated. Therefore, NMFS has not made any changes to this requirement.

Comment: NMFS requested public comment on the practical utility and additional cost of
the requirement to maintain original purchase invoices for feed, or copies of such invoices, for 3
years from the date of purchase in light of the recordkeeping requirement in EPA regulations at
40 CFR 451.21(g)(1) (this corresponds to issue 7 in the Public Participation section of the
proposed rule). NMFS received one comment related to this issue which urged NMFS to
maintain strict record-keeping requirements.

Response: NMFS has determined that it’s appropriate to require that permittees maintain
original or copies of invoices for feed for 3 years from the date of purchase. This requirement
will assist NMFS and the EPA in the event that water quality problems arise as a result of the
type of feed being used. Further, the EPA regulations (40 CFR 451.21(g)(1)) only require that
NPDES permittees maintain records documenting the feed amounts while NMFS’ requirement
will provide information on the type of feed purchased as well as require permittees keep this
information for 3 years. NMFS does not anticipate this requirement will result in additional costs
to the applicant as the applicant will receive this information as part of their normal business
activity. This requirement was contained in the preamble to the proposed rule and NMFS is
adding it to the regulations in this final rule.

Comment: The final rule should outline specific parameters for the baseline
environmental survey (formerly referred to as the baseline environmental assessment).

Response: NMFS is currently working with other Federal permitting agencies to develop
guidance for the baseline environmental survey. This document will be made available on the
Web site when the rule becomes effective. Potential applicants are encouraged to contact NMFS
and other Federal regulatory agencies early in the permit application process with any questions
about the guidance document.

Comment: The proposed rule places the responsibility for conducting an environmental
assessment on each permit applicant.

Response: The proposed rule stated that applicants for Gulf aquaculture permits are
required to submit environmental assessments to NMFS, along with their applications. The term
“environmental assessment” used in that context refers to baseline environmental assessments,
which will contain survey and data requirements that NMFS will use to review and approve
proposed aquaculture sites during the permit application process.

Because the term “environmental assessment” is also a common NEPA term, NMFS
changed the term “baseline environmental assessment” to “baseline environmental survey” in
this final rule to avoid confusion. The baseline environmental survey requirement is separate
from any additional NEPA analysis which NMFS may undertake for individual aquaculture
applications during the permit review process.

Comment: The criteria for Gulf aquaculture permit renewals should be explicitly stated.

Response: Section 622.101(d)(6) of the final rule states the requirements and timing
criteria for permit renewals. Applicants must submit a completed renewal application form and
all required supporting documentation to the RA at least 120 days and 30 days prior to the date
they desire the aquaculture permit or aquaculture dealer permit renewal to take effect,
respectively. The application forms will indicate the specific information and documentation
required, which will be a sub-set of the information and documentation required for initial
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issuance of the permit as specified in § 622.101(a)(2) of this final rule. NMFS considers
compliance with recordkeeping and reporting requirements (including annual reports) as
specified in the regulations as information necessary for administration of the permit, and may
decline to process a renewal request until all the applicable requirements are met. Further, as
stated in § 622.101(d)(8), a permit application may be denied in accordance with the procedures
governing enforcement-related permit sanctions and denials found at subpart D of 15 CFR part
904.

Comment: The requirement that permittees deploy at least 25 percent of aquaculture
systems within 2 years of permit issuance and stock juveniles into these systems within 3 years
of permit issuance does not take into account the long lead times required to establish an
aquaculture operation. NMFS should allow at least 5 years for these activities or require
permittees to submit a site development plan and ensure that certain milestones are met.

Response: The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, the 2- and 3-year time
requirements for deploying systems and stocking juveniles, respectively, were considered
reasonable for an aquaculture facility to begin operation.

Permittees may request a 1-year extension of these deadlines in the event of a catastrophe
(e.g., hurricane). The RA will approve or deny the extension request after determining if
catastrophic conditions exist and whether or not the permittee was affected by the catastrophic
conditions. The RA will provide the determination and the basis for it, in writing to the
permittee.

Comment: NMFS should implement a streamlined permitting process with other Federal
agencies to reduce any conflicting or duplicative requirements. Additionally, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) should be developed between the appropriate Federal agencies, and
agencies should be provided adequate time and resources to build enforcement capacity.

Response: NOAA chairs the Interagency Working Group on Aquaculture’s Regulatory
Task Force, which is charged with coordinating Federal aquaculture permitting processes to
reduce duplication and streamline permitting processes. As part of that effort, NMFS and other
Federal agencies are developing an interagency MOU to facilitate the needed coordination.

Comment: There should be at least a 60-day public comment period on each Gulf
aquaculture permit application. Another comment stated that any public comment period
requirement is burdensome and unnecessary.

Response: The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, that, as a general rule, a 45-day
comment period is sufficient for purposes of commenting on individual aquaculture applications
because this provides the public ample time to review and comment on applications without
unduly delaying the review process.

NMFS disagrees that the comment period is burdensome and unnecessary. The public
comment period on individual aquaculture applications is a critical component of the approval
process. Public comments received on individual applications may allow NMFS to identify
potential user conflicts and other issues that may be relevant to NMFS’ decision regarding
whether to approve a permit. Facilitating public participation in the decision to issue a Gulf
aquaculture permit is an important part of the process that will improve NMFS’ decision making
without unduly burdening the permit applicant.

Comment: The final rule should establish grounds for revoking, suspending, or modifying
permits and explain when NMFS will take remedial actions.
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Response: Section 622.101(d)(8) of this final rule specifies that a permit may be revoked,
suspended, or modified in accordance with the procedures governing enforcement-related permit
sanctions and denials found at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904. Section 904.301(a) specifies the
bases for permit sanction or denials, including “The commission of any violation prohibited by
any statute administered by NOAA, including violation of any regulation promulgated or permit
condition or restriction prescribed thereunder, by the permit holder or with the use of a permitted
vessel.” Thus, reasons for revoking permits include, but are not limited to, failure to comply with
the monitoring, recordkeeping or reporting requirements of NMFS and other Federal agencies,
failure to maintain valid ACOE Section 10 and EPA NPDES permits and failure to abide by
permit terms and conditions.

Section 622.108 addresses remedial actions by NMFS and provides that in addition to
permit sanction and denials, NMFS may order movement restrictions or the removal of all
cultured animals if pathogens are identified or it is determined the genetically engineered or
transgenic animals were used.

Comment: The 180-day time period for review of a Gulf aquaculture permit is excessive
and should be changed to 90 days, after which time the permit should be issued if NMFS has not
made a decision.

Response: NMFS disagrees that a 180-day time period for permit review is excessive and
that a 90-day permit review timeframe would be adequate. The Council determined, and NMFS
agrees, that 180 days is a reasonable amount of time to review and process individual permit
applications, conduct public comment periods, and complete necessary consultations without
unduly delaying or prolonging the approval process.

Comment: Several commenters stated that 10-year permit terms and 5-year renewals are
not long enough to attract significant commercial investment and that permits should be issued
for longer periods of time. In contrast, several other commenters stated that permit terms should
be issued for shorter periods of time to ensure permits are thoroughly reviewed on a more
frequent basis.

Response: The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, the initial permit term of 10 years
with 5-year renewals strikes the best balance between providing adequate time to establish
operations and funding, while not granting excessively long permit durations which would make
it difficult for NMFS to review and address any unexpected problems related to user conflicts or
other issues. However, in response to industry concerns, NMFS has also determined that it is
appropriate to make an administrative change to the permitting process to allow permit holders to
request additional time to secure financing and prepare for production without changing the 10-
year effective period of the initial issuance. Therefore, NMFS is modifying the requirements in
section 622.101(d)(3)(iii) to allow the applicant to defer initial issuance of a Gulf aquaculture
permit for up to 2 years from the date the RA notifies the applicant of the decision to grant the
permit. The Council may choose to change the permit duration terms in the future after more
information is known about the impacts and feasibility of aquaculture operations in the Gulf
EEZ. Additionally, as discussed above, in the event of a significant unexpected problem
requiring urgent action to protect public health, interest, or safety, NMFS may consider
withdrawing, suspending, revoking, or annulling a permit pursuant to the Administrative
Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 558(c).

Comment: The $10,000 permit application fee is prohibitive and unnecessary given the
nascent status of the offshore aquaculture industry.
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Response: NMFS disagrees. The fee schedule for permit applications is based on criteria
set forth in the NOAA Finance Handbook and reflects the administrative costs associated with
review of Gulf aquaculture permit applications and permit issuance. These costs include meeting
with potential applicants to provide guidance and identifying critical issues before applications
are finalized, reviewing application packages (e.g., site surveys, systems, business information)
to determine the impacts of proposed operations on NOAA trust resources and associated
requirements consulting with the Council and the public on proposed operations, and legal and
technical support informing determinations regarding permit issuance. Details on the NOAA
Finance Handbook can be found
at: http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/finance/Finance%20Handbook.html .

Comment: NMFS should explain the contingencies for transferring a Gulf aquaculture
permit.

Response: Permit transfer provisions are outlined in § 622.101(d)(5) of this final rule.
Gulf aguaculture permits are transferable as long as the geographic location of the aquaculture
facility site remains unchanged and all applicable permit requirements were completed and
updated at the time of transfer. The transferee must also be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident
alien in order to be eligible for a permit.

Comment: The proposed rule estimates the average time to prepare a Gulf aquaculture
permit application and supporting documents to be 33 hours. This is an underestimation. The
final rule should also correct the assumption that the baseline environmental survey will require
24 hours to complete as this will likely take several weeks or more.

Response: NMFS agrees and has recalculated the estimated time it will take to prepare a
permit application and supporting documents (assurance bond, contract with a certified aquatic
animal health expert, emergency disaster plan) to be approximately 51 hours. This estimate does
not include the time necessary to complete a baseline environmental survey, which could take up
to 320 hours based on the calculation of work necessary to conduct the survey on a site that
would produce approximately 12.8 million Ib (5.8 million kg) annually. NMFS notes that the
actual time to complete an application and baseline environmental survey may vary as it will
depend on the complexity of the operation, as well as the location and size of the proposed site.

Comment: The requirement to land cultured fish between 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. local time is
unreasonable. Restricting landing times to daylight hours may increase production losses due to
predators or environmental factors. The ability to land at night should be allowed.

Response: NMFS agrees that restricting the time a vessel can arrive at a dock (i.e.,
“land”) with cultured fish is overly restrictive. The regulations at 50 CFR 600.10 define “land”
as “begin offloading fish, to offload fish, or to arrive in port or at a dock, berth, beach, seawall,
or ramp.” The FMP, and the codified text in the proposed rule, stated that species cultured at an
aquaculture facility must be “landed ashore” between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m., local time. However, the
preamble to the proposed rule stated that permittees participating in the aquaculture program
would be allowed to “offload” cultured animals at aquaculture dealers only between 6 a.m. and 6
p.m., local time. NMFS has determined that using the more precise term “offload” in this context
is consistent with the objective of the requirement, which is to aid enforcement, while also
allowing vessels the flexibility to arrive at the dock at any time. By restricting offloading times,
law enforcement will be able to ensure that vessels are landing only cultured species (e.g., secure
tissue samples to be tested against broodstock DNA). For the purposes of this requirement,
NMEFS is defining the terms “offload” in § 622.106(a)(14) to mean “to remove cultured animals

14


http://www.corporateservices.noaa.gov/finance/Finance%20Handbook.html

from a vessel.”

Comment: The requirement for permittees to notify NMFS at least 72 hours prior to
harvesting fish from offshore aquaculture systems is problematic as harvest timeframes can
change due to weather and other factors.

Response: The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, the 72-hour notification window
IS necessary to allow law enforcement and NMFS staff the opportunity to be present at a facility
when harvesting occurs to verify that permittees remain within their production cap and that only
cultured species are harvested. If the anticipated harvest times are delayed or change due to
inclement weather or other circumstances, then permittees can update NMFS by phone or web-
based form.

Comment: The proposed rule states that permittees must notify NMFS within 72 hours of
landing to ensure that only cultured animals are landed. Another way to verify that only cultured
animals are landed is by conducting tissue analysis (e.g., fatty acid composition) on landed fish.

Response: NMFS is aware of studies which have demonstrated that commercial feed
diets fed to cultured animals can help to distinguish these fish from their wild counterparts.
However, the 72-hour notification requirement is different as it allows law enforcement the
opportunity to intercept fish at the time of landing. NMFS will employ genetic verification
techniques, when necessary, to verify that only cultured fish are landed.

Comment: The final rule should explicitly state that only federally managed species are
allowed to be cultured in the Gulf EEZ and explain the mechanism for managed species in the
Gulf EEZ.

Response: Section 622.105(b) of the final rule states that the only species that may be
cultured in the Gulf EEZ under the FMP are species of coastal migratory pelagic fish, Gulf reef
fish, red drum, and spiny lobster that are managed by the Council. As explained in the preamble,
anyone wishing to culture species in the Gulf EEZ that are not managed by the Council would
have to apply for an EFP. Information on applying for an EFP can be found at 50 CFR 600.745.

Comment: The requirement that aquaculture systems be fitted with a locating device
should be removed.

Response: NMFS disagrees. Locating devices will allow operators to locate, and
potentially retrieve, aquaculture structures in the event that they break free or are transported
away from the permitted site. The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, this requirement is
necessary to help prevent long-term damage to habitat and increase navigational safety.

Comment: Permittees should report pathogen episodes directly to APHIS so that APHIS
can confirm the presence of reportable pathogens and take the appropriate steps to implement
control or eradication measures.

Response: NMFS disagrees that it is necessary for permittees to report pathogen episodes
directly to APHIS rather than NMFS. Section 622.102(a)(1)(i)(C) of this final rule requires
permittees to report all findings or suspected findings of any OIE or NAAHP reportable
pathogen episodes to NMFS within 24 hours of diagnosis. Upon confirmation by an APHIS-
approved reference laboratory that a reportable pathogen exists and the determination that the
pathogen poses a significant risk to the health of wild or farmed aquatic organisms, NMFS, in
cooperation with APHIS, will take appropriate actions, which may include the removal of all
cultured animals from the offshore aquaculture systems. The Council determined, and NMFS
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agrees, this process provides the necessary safeguards to adequately address any pathogen
episodes.

Comment: The final rule should include details regarding health screening of cultured
animals and specify which criteria will be used to certify that cultured animals are free of OIE-
reportable pathogens prior to stocking.

Response: NMFS disagrees that the final rule needs to provide additional details
regarding diagnostic testing (i.e., health screening) as these methods will vary for each cultured
species and may change over time. In regard to diagnostic techniques used to detect OIE-
reportable diseases, methods relevant to the OIE-listed diseases can be found in the Manual of
Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals at: http://www.oie.int/international-standard-
setting/aquatic-manuall/.

NMFES and APHIS staff will work closely with the permittee and designated aquatic
animal health expert for each facility to ensure that appropriate diagnostic testing is conducted
prior to each stocking event. NMFS believes this process provides sufficient safeguards against
the potential spread of pathogens and disease from cultured to wild fish at an aquaculture facility.

Comment: When reporting an OIE or NAAHP pathogen, notification should be made
within 48 hours of the discovery of a mortality rate of 5 percent or more that occurs within a 7-
day period. NMFS should also require that epidemiological samples be submitted to a certified
aquatic animal health expert for diagnosis.

Response: The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, the current requirement to report
all reportable pathogens within 24 hours of diagnosis, regardless of the mortality rate of the
cultured animals affected, is necessary to ensure wild stocks and other marine resources are
appropriately safeguarded. The less conservative threshold and reporting timeframe suggested
could result in a longer period of time before the reportable pathogen issue is addressed. The
current requirement will allow NMFS and other agencies to more quickly and efficiently respond
to reportable pathogen events.

NMFS will work in cooperation with APHIS and the aquaculture facility staff to collect
samples for testing, conduct testing at APHIS-approved laboratories, and take any actions needed
to address pathogen episodes.

Comment: NMFS should cap the amount of fish meal and fish oil used by aquaculture
operations and require the use of alternative feeds which do not contain these ingredients.

Response: NMFS disagrees that it is necessary to specify which feeds can and cannot be
used in aquaculture. The percentage of fish meal and fish oil used in aquaculture feeds has
decreased in recent years and continues to decrease, in part because many feeds which are free of
or low in fish meal and oil are now commercially available. The world supply of fish meal and
fish oil from pelagic fisheries has remained relatively constant over the past 20 years at around 6
million metric tons, even as aquaculture operations continue to expand. Alternate ingredients
being used in aquaculture feeds include soybeans, barley, rice, peas, canola, lupine, wheat gluten,
corn gluten, algae, as well as seafood and farm animal processing co-products.

Comment: The public should have access to records on the type and quantity of drugs and
other chemicals used in offshore aquaculture as well as ongoing monitoring data for water
quality and benthic sampling. In addition, states should play a role in determining monitoring
protocols for aquaculture facilities.

Response: NMFS does not regulate drugs or chemicals used in offshore aquaculture
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operations. The use of drugs, pesticides, and biologics are under the authority of FDA, EPA, and
USDA, respectively. The EPA sets water quality monitoring protocols for offshore aquaculture
operations and collects monitoring data. Dissemination of information collected by other Federal
agencies would be subject to data disclosure provisions that are applicable to those agencies.

NMFS may coordinate the development of monitoring protocols with other Federal
agencies or defer to other agencies if those agencies have primary authority. In developing such
protocols, NMFS may decide to solicit input from the states and the public.

Comment: The assurance bond should cover costs associated with finding, securing, and
removing systems and impacts to natural resources caused by equipment or by escaped
organisms. The final rule should also specify how much the assurance bond requirement will
cost Gulf aquaculture permit holders. Additionally, the rule should indicate how states will be
compensated for any impacts from aquaculture operation on state resources.

Response: The assurance bond required by the FMP and this final rule will be used to
remove aquaculture structures or cultured animals if permittees fail to do so when ordered to by
NMFS. The assurance bond cannot be used to compensate for natural resource impacts caused
by equipment or by escaped cultured animals. The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, that it
is difficult to identify and define the added cost that would be required to compensate for such
impacts, and that it is unnecessary to do so because the FMP and this final rule include numerous
environmental safeguards (e.g., prohibitions on genetically engineered and transgenic animals) to
prevent or minimize such damage. Additionally, the FMP and rule specify that NMFS will
review the structural integrity of proposed aquaculture systems and may deny use of a proposed
system or specify conditions for its use if it is determined to pose a significant risk to EFH,
endangered or threatened marine species, marine mammals, wild fish or invertebrate stocks,
public health, or safety.

The cost of the assurance bond will vary depending on the size and scale of the
aquaculture facility and must be enough to cover the costs of removal of all components of the
facility and cultured animals. NMFS will publish guidance on how to comply with the assurance
bond requirement on its Web site when the rule becomes effective.

The FMP and rule do not contain a compensatory mechanism for impacts to state marine
resources resulting from aquaculture operations. However, the FMP and rule do contain several
regulatory requirements which aim to prevent and manage adverse impacts to marine resources
from aquaculture operations. These include disease testing prior to stocking juveniles into
offshore aquaculture systems, reporting incidences of OIE and NAAHP reportable pathogens
within 24 hours, requiring that only local, native broodstock be used to produce juveniles for
stocking in offshore systems, prohibiting the use of genetically engineered and transgenic
animals for culture purposes, and reviewing potential sites for habitat concerns prior to
permitting aquaculture operations.

In addition, § 622.102 in this final rule lists various recordkeeping and reporting
requirements that will allow NMFS to work with a permittee to resolve potential problems and
environmental impacts. Permits are also subject to revocation when appropriate.

Comment: The inspection requirement and requirements to report the average price and
weight of fish produced should be removed as it will result in the loss of intellectual proprietary
information.

Response: NMFS disagrees. The information NMFS employees and authorized officers
access during the inspection process is needed to ensure aquaculture facilities operate in
compliance with the applicable regulations relating to aquaculture in the Gulf EEZ. All private or
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intellectual property information which is required to be submitted in compliance with the
requirements of this final rule is protected by the confidentiality of information provisions in
section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and 50 CFR Subpart E (8§ 600.405 et seq.).

Comment: Broodstock should be collected from the same population or sub-population
unless it can be shown that genetic homogeneity exists for that species in the Gulf.

Response: NMFS agrees. The FMP and this final rule require that all broodstock, or
progeny of such broodstock, must be originally collected from the same population or
subpopulation where the aquaculture facility is located. This requirement ensures that the genetic
make-up of cultured animals originates from the same stock where the facility will operate.
Species that are found to be genetically homogeneous would, for all intents and purposes, be
considered to be the same population.

Comment: The final rule should specify requirements regarding the frequency of
broodstock collection and hatchery breeding practices.

Response: NMFS disagrees there is a need to regulate the frequency of broodstock
collection. The appropriate collection frequency will vary depending on the size and scale of
individual operations and the species being cultured.

The FMP and this final rule allow NMFS to monitor the frequency of broodstock
collection and minimize any potential adverse impacts of broodstock collection by requiring
permittees to obtain the RA’s approval prior to each collection event. Collection requests must
include information on the number, size, and species to be harvested, the methods, gear, and
vessels to be used for capturing, holding, and transporting broodstock, the date and specific
location of the intended harvest, and the location where the broodstock will be delivered. The
RA may deny a request to harvest broodstock if allowable methods or gear are not proposed for
use, the number of broodstock is larger than necessary for spawning and rearing activities, or if
the proposed activity is inconsistent with FMP objectives or Federal laws.

Additionally, if a broodstock harvest request is approved, the permittee will be required
to submit a report to the RA within 15 days of the date of harvest summarizing the number, size,
and species to be harvested, and identifying the location where the broodstock were captured. If
this information suggests that more specific requirements pertaining to frequency of broodstock
collection are necessary, the Council may consider modifying the FMP to include such
requirements.

NMFS also disagrees that hatchery breeding practices should be regulated by this
rulemaking. NMFS has determined it is more appropriate to develop guidance on hatchery
breeding protocols separately as this will allow for the guidance to be adapted in a more timely
manner as information evolves. This guidance will be available on the Web site when the rule
becomes effective.

Comment: The final rule should allow cultured juveniles to be sourced from hatcheries in
foreign countries.

Response: NMFS disagrees. As stated in the preamble to this final rule and discussed in
the FMP, allowing organisms to be obtained from non-U.S. hatcheries for grow-out would make
it difficult to enforce regulatory requirements that are intended to prevent or minimize the
environmental impacts of potential escapements (e.g., animals cannot be genetically engineered
or transgenic, must be sourced from the same population or subpopulation that occurs where the
facility is located, must be certified as pathogen-free prior to stocking in offshore systems, etc.).
Therefore, no changes have been made to this requirement.
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Comment: The proposed rule states that permittees would be required to submit a request
to NMFS to harvest broodstock from the Gulf, including state waters. The final rule should
specify that this requirement is for federally managed species only as states may have
requirements specific to state-managed species.

Response: NMFS agrees. Submission of requests to collect broodstock is a requirement
of the Gulf aquaculture permit, which allows the culture of only those federally managed species
specified in § 622.105(b) of this rule. Nothing in this rule imposes requirements on the collection
of broodstock of those species that are exclusively managed by the states. However, if
broodstock for allowable aquaculture species are harvested from state waters, §
622.106(a)(16)(iv) of this rule requires that harvest also comply with all applicable state laws.

Comment: NMFS should monitor broodstock collection and establish requirements to
reduce or eliminate bycatch.

Response: Permittees must submit a request to NMFS to collect broodstock which will
allow NMFS to monitor broodstock collection. In this request, permittees will specify the
number and size of broodstock proposed for capture and the gear used for capture and these
requests will need to be authorized by NMFS. Although bycatch may occur during the capture of
broodstock, the amount of bycatch is expected to be small and negligible relative to overall
bycatch occurring in each fishery. NMFS may also deny a proposal to harvest broodstock if it
was determined that broodstock collection activities would be inconsistent with FMP objectives
related to bycatch.

Comment: Permittees should be required to monitor and report abundance and prevalence
of ectoparasites on cultured and nearby wild fish.

Response: NMFS disagrees. Ectoparasites are common in marine ecosystems and are
generally not considered a significant enough threat to fish and human health to require
additional monitoring and reporting. If new information indicates that ectoparasites are a greater
threat to fish and human health than previously determined, the Council may require reporting of
ectoparasites in the future.

Comment: Permittees should be required to record and report stocking and harvest
information.

Response: NMFS agrees. Sections 622.102(a)(1)(i)(A) and (D), require permittees to
report stocking and harvest information, respectively, to NMFS at least 72 hours prior to these
activities.

Comment: The requirement to comply with all monitoring and reporting requirements of
other Federal agencies’ permits should be removed.

Response: NMFS disagrees. Such requirements are necessary to maintain other Federal
permits which, in addition to NMFS’ permit, are necessary in order to operate offshore
aquaculture facilities. Should permittees be unable to secure the appropriate permits or comply
with applicable requirements, they would be unable to operate and thus their Gulf aquaculture
permit could be revoked or suspended.

Comment: The requirement to report landing transactions of cultured animals to NMFS is
duplicative to state commercial trip ticket programs.
Response: NMFS disagrees. Currently, state trip ticket programs only cover wild caught
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fish, and not cultured animals, therefore this information is not captured at the state level.
Landings and transactions of cultured species harvested from the Gulf EEZ will be tracked using
an electronic reporting system developed by NMFS. This system will allow NMFS to cross-
check landings reported by permit holders with dealer transactions after cultured animals are
sold.

Comment: The final rule should require monitoring and reporting of environmental
impacts such as the discharge of feed and waste as well as the use of antibiotics or therapeutants.
The final rule should also set limits for water quality impacts.

Response: NMFS disagrees. The use of feed, antibiotics and therapeutants is regulated by
the EPA under the Clean Water Act and is not under the purview of NMFS. The EPA will
establish limits for water quality impacts as part of their NPDES permitting process for
individual aquaculture operations.

Comment: One commenter stated that NMFS should require reporting of all escapes,
while another stated that NMFS should require reporting when escapes exceed 5 percent of the
admixed stock (wild and cultured animals).

Response: NMFS disagrees that it is necessary to require reporting of all escapes.
Permittees are already required to report the escape, within a 24-hour period, of 10 percent of the
fish from a single approved aquaculture system (e.g., one cage or one net pen) or 5 percent or
more of the fish from all approved aquaculture systems combined, or the escape, within any 30-
day period, of 10 percent or more of the fish from all approved aquaculture systems combined.
These amounts should allow operations to effectively quantify whether or not losses have
occurred. Specifying lower percentages would make it difficult for permittees to quantify when
and if escapement has occurred. In addition, the current reporting requirement for escapes is in
line with escape reporting requirements of other states with aquaculture facilities (e.g., Maine).

NMFS also disagrees that escapes should only be reported when they exceed 5 percent of
the admixed stock for that species. The number of escapes needed to trigger reporting suggested
by the commenter is much higher than that approved in the FMP and this final rule and could
result in many more fish escaping without requiring permittees to report to NMFS.

Comment: Genetic testing should be required as a condition of permit approval to ensure
that no genetically engineered animals are being cultured.

Response: NMFS disagrees. The Council determined, and NMFS agrees, the
certifications required as part of the application process, along with the authority provided
NMFS to conduct genetic testing at any time, are sufficient to safeguard against genetic
engineering activities. Specifically, applicants must certify that no genetically engineered or
transgenic animals are used or possessed in the aquaculture facility, as specified in §
622.101(a)(2)(xv) of this rule. Applicants must also certify that they agree to immediately
remove cultured animals remaining in allowable aquaculture systems from the Gulf EEZ, as
required by NMFS, if it is discovered that the animals are genetically engineered or transgenic,
as specified in 8 622.101(a)(2)(xii)(A). At any time, NMFS may sample cultured animals to
determine genetic lineage and will order the removal of all cultured animals upon a
determination that genetically engineered or transgenic animals were used or possessed at the
aquaculture facility, in accordance with § 622.108(a)(2).
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9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or qifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

There are no payments or other remunerations to respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

All data that are submitted are treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative
Order 216-100, as stated on the applicable forms.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No questions of a sensitive nature are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

All of the items below are one time, annualized, except for the annual report and the dealer

permit.
Collection Responsible Number of Burden | Responses | Total One- |Annual/Annualized
Party Responses Time time/Annual Burden Time
per Burden
Responsible
Party
Federal Permit Operator (20) 1 3 hours 20 60 hours 20 hours
Application for
Offshore
Aquaculture in
the Gulf of
Mexico
Notification to Operator (20) 1 10 20 200 minutes 1.11 (1) hour
Delay Permit minutes (3 hours, 20
Issuance minutes)
Annual Report for | Operator (20) 1 10 20 200 minutes 3 hours
Gulf Aquaculture minutes (3 hours, 20
Permittees minutes)
Baseline Operator (20) 1 320 20 6,400 hours 2,133.33 (2133)
Environmental hours hours
Survey
Certification for Operator (20) 1 10 20 200 minutes 1.11 (1) hour
Broodstock and minutes (3 hours, 20
Juveniles minutes)
Request to Operator (20) 1 30 20 10 hours 3.33 (3) hours
Harvest minutes
Broodstock
Broodstock Post- | Operator (20) 1 30 20 10 hours 3.33 (3) hours
Harvest Report minutes
Request to Operator (20) 1 3 hours 20 60 hours 20 hours
Transfer Gulf
Aquaculture
Permit
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Collection Responsible Number of Burden | Responses | Total One- |Annual/Annualized
Party Responses Time time/Annual Burden Time
per Burden
Responsible
Party
Notification of Operator (20) 1 30 20 10 hours 3.33 (3) hours
Entanglement or minutes
Interaction
Marine Mammal | Operator (20) 1 10 20 200 minutes 1.11 (1) hours
Authorization minutes (3 hours, 20
Form minutes)
Notification of Operator (20) 1 30 20 10 hours 3.33 (3) hours
Major minutes
Escapement
Event
Notification of Operator (20) 1 30 20 10 hours 3.33 (3) hours
Reportable minutes
Pathogen
Episode
Notification to Operator (20) 2 10 40 400 minutes 2.22 (2) hours
Transport minutes (6 hours, 40
Cultured minutes)
Juveniles to
Offshore Systems
Harvest and Operator (20) 4 30 80 40 hours 13.33 (13) hours
Landing minutes
Notification
Bill of Lading Operator (20) 2 5 40 200 minutes 1.11 (1) hours
minutes (3 hours, 20
minutes)
Dealer Permit Dealer 1 30 20 10 hours 10 hours
Application (20) minutes
Dealer Report for Dealer 4 30 80 40 hours 13.33 (13) hours
Landing and Sale minutes
(20)
Assurance Bond | Operator (20) 1 16 hours 20 320 hours  |106.67 (107) hours
Contract with Operator (20) 1 16 hours 20 320 hours |106.67 (107) hours
Aquatic Animal
Health Expert
(no format,
developed bythe
two parties)
Emergency Operator (20) 1 4 hours 20 80 hours 26.67 (27) hours
Disaster Plan (no
format, developed
individually by
operator)
Fin Clip Samples | Operator (20) 1 10 hours 20 200 hours 66.67 (67) hours
(no format,
consists of
collection and
mailing of
samples)
Broodstock Operator (20) 1 8 hours 20 160 hours 53.33 (53 hours)
Marking
Pinger/Location Operator (20) 1 8 hours 20 160 hours 53.33 (53 hours)
Device
Marking Operator (20) 1 8 hours 20 160 hours 53.33 (53 hours)
Restricted Access
Zone
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Collection Responsible Number of Burden | Responses | Total One- |Annual/Annualized
Party Responses Time time/Annual Burden Time
per Burden
Responsible
Party
Genetic Testing Operator (20) 1 8 hours 20 160 hours 53.33 (53 hours)
TOTALS 640* 2,753

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question

12 above).

Annual costs

Annual Report — Upon permit issuance, the operator will be required to submit an annual report
and pay a $1,000 annual fee by January 31* of each year to cover costs associated with review of
the annual report, technical assistance, review and tracking of reports and other administrative
functions.

Annual Site Inspection — Permittees must provide NOAA Fisheries employees and authorized
officers access to an aquaculture facility to conduct inspections or sampling necessary to
determine compliance with the applicable regulations relating to aquaculture in the Gulf EEZ.
Expenses for each inspection may include: costs for diving surveys, data collection and analysis,
report preparation, air travel costs, vessel chartering to facility site, meals and other incidental
expenses. Estimated cost of each inspection will vary depending on the location and size of the
operation. In conducting the inspections, NOAA Fisheries may enter into cooperative
agreements with States, may delegate the inspection authority to any State, or may contract with
any non-Federal Government entities. NOAA Fisheries may also require the permittee to
contract a non-Federal Government third party approved by the RA if the RA agrees to accept
the third party inspection results. The non-Federal Government third party may not be the same
entity as the permittee.

Dealer permit (for dealers only) — Aquaculture dealers will use the form already approved under
OMB Control No. 0648-0205 to apply for an aquaculture dealer permit. A request to modify the
form will be submitted to reflect the addition of a check box for an Aquaculture Dealer Permit.
The cost for each dealer permit would be a maximum of $50. Dealer permits must be renewed
on an annual basis.

$1,000 per permittee ($1,000 x maximum of 20 permits = $20,000); not including
cost for annual site inspection.
Dealer permits: $50 x 20 = $1,000.

Total: $21,000

One-time costs

Federal Permit Application for Offshore Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico — The permit
applicant will pay a one-time non-refundable fee of $10,000 for a 10-year permit. This fee will
cover costs of processing the permit application. Annualized to $3,333).
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Assurance bond — The amount of the assurance bond will vary according to the size and location
of the facility as well as the type of aquaculture systems used and species being cultured. Until
we have some historical information from this information collection, it would be extremely
difficult to estimate the cost for such a bond. The ACOE also may require a performance bond
for removal of aquaculture structures (at the discretion of the permitting official). If the ACOE
bond is sufficient to cover the costs of removal of all components of the aquaculture facility and
the cultured animals, then a separate NOAA Fisheries bond may not be required.

Baseline environmental survey — Permittees are required to submit a baseline environmental
survey of the proposed aquaculture site. The guidelines for this requirement will be developed in
consultation with the EPA, and other federal agencies having authority to regulate offshore
aquaculture. Cost to conduct a baseline survey will vary depending on the location and size of
the proposed operation.

Fin Clip Samples — Permittees are required to obtain and submit broodstock fin clips, or other
genetic material, to NOAA Fisheries. These samples must be received at least 30 days before
juveniles are stocked into offshore cages. This requirement will allow for enforcement and
monitoring in the event that the use of genetically engineered or transgenic animals is suspected.
NOAA Fisheries personnel would be able to identify source broodstock using fin clips or other
genetic material and compare it to the genetic make-up of offspring used for culture. Cost of
mailing fin clip material will vary depending on the amount of material being shipped.

Broodstock Marking — Permittees must obtain and submit to NOAA Fisheries a signed
certification from the owner(s) of the hatchery from which fingerlings or other juvenile animals
are obtained indicating broodstock have been individually marked or tagged (e.g., via a Passive
Integrated Transponder (PIT), coded wire, dart, or internal anchor tag) to allow for identification
of those individuals used in spawning. Cost of marking will vary depending on the type of tag
and the number of broodstock used to produce juveniles for stocking in offshore systems.

Pinger/Location Device — Permittees must maintain a minimum of one properly functioning
electronic locating device (e.g., GPS device, pinger with radio signal) on each allowable
aquaculture system, i.e., net pen or cage, placed in the water at the aquaculture facility. Cost will
vary anywhere from several hundred to several thousand dollars, depending on the type and size.

Marking Restricted Access Zone — Permittees must mark the restricted access zone with a
floating device such as a buoy at each corner of the zone. Each floating device must clearly
display the aquaculture facility’s permit number and the words “RESTRICTED ACCESS” in
block letters at least 6 inches in height and in a color that contrasts with the color of the floating
device. The restricted access zone corresponds to the coordinates on the permittees” Army Corps
Section 10 permit for the facility. The marking requirement is in line with U.S. Coast Guard
regulations which requires the marking of structures, sunken vessels, and other obstructions for
the protection of maritime navigation (Title 33 C.F.R. 64).

Genetic Testing — It may be necessary to conduct genetic testing to determine that all broodstock
(and progeny of such broodstock) were originally harvested from U.S. waters of the Gulf, were
from the same population or sub-population where the facility is located, that juveniles stocked

24



in cages are the progeny of wild broodstock, or other genetic testing necessary to carry out the
requirements of the Aquaculture FMP. In conducting this testing, NOAA Fisheries may enter
into cooperative agreements with States, may delegate the testing authority to any State, or may
contract with any non-Federal Government entities. NOAA Fisheries may also require the
permittee to contract a non-Federal Government third party approved by the RA if the RA agrees
to accept the third party testing results. The non-Federal Government third party may not be the
same entity as the permittee. Estimated costs for these tests range from $32-$35 per sample ($33
average).

Total: $3,333 per permittee ($3,333 x maximum of 20 permits = $66,660); not
including costs for assurance bond, baseline environmental survey, obtaining and
mailing fin clip samples, broodstock marking, pinger/location device on each
aquaculture system, marking the restricted access zone and genetic testing on
broodstock and progeny.

Costs occurring every 5 years:

Federal Permit Application for Offshore Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico (renewal sections
only) — After the initial 10 years has passed, the permittee will pay a non-refundable fee of
$5,000 for a 5-year renewal of the permit. This fee will cover costs of processing the permit
application. Annualized to $1,666.

Total annualized five-year costs: $1,666 per permittee ($1,666 x maximum of 20
permits = $33,320.

However, this renewal period is not applicable at this time because the renewal
requirement won’t kick in until 10 years after a permit is initially issued. We will
account for this burden at the appropriate time in the future.

Total known annual/annualized costs:

Annual costs: $1,050 x 20 permits = $21,000

Application for Gulf Aquaculture Permit (10-year): $3,333 x maximum of 20 permits =
$66,660

Total: $87,660.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

Annual costs

Site Inspection — Permittees must provide NOAA Fisheries employees and authorized officers
access to an aquaculture facility to conduct inspections or sampling necessary to determine
compliance with the applicable regulations relating to aquaculture in the Gulf EEZ. Expenses
for each inspection may include: costs for diving surveys, data collection and analysis, report
preparation, air travel costs, vessel chartering to facility site, meals and other incidental
expenses. Estimated cost of each visit/inspection would vary depending on the location and size
of the operation. In conducting the inspections, NOAA Fisheries may enter into cooperative

25



agreements with States, may delegate the inspection authority to any State, or may contract with
any non-Federal Government entities. NOAA Fisheries may also require the permittee to
contract a non-Federal Government third party approved by the RA if the RA agrees to accept
the third party inspection results. The non-Federal Government third party may not be the same
entity as the permittee.

Total: Cost of site inspection will vary depending on location and size of the site.

One time costs

DNA verification — It may be necessary to conduct DNA verification testing on broodstock fin
clips to ensure that the samples submitted are in the proper condition to allow for future testing
(e.g., DNA not degraded). Estimated costs for DNA verification testing range from $6-$13 per
sample ($10 average).

Genetic Testing — It may be necessary to conduct genetic testing to determine that all broodstock
(and progeny of such broodstock) were originally harvested from U.S. waters of the Gulf, were
from the same population or sub-population where the facility is located, that juveniles stocked
in cages are the progeny of wild broodstock, or other genetic testing necessary to carry out the
requirements of the Aquaculture FMP. In conducting this testing, NOAA Fisheries may enter
into cooperative agreements with States, may delegate the testing authority to any State, or may
contract with any non-Federal Government entities. NOAA Fisheries may also require the
permittee to contract a non-Federal Government third party approved by the RA if the RA agrees
to accept the third party testing results. The non-Federal Government third party may not be the
same entity as the permittee. Estimated costs for these tests range from $32-$35 per sample ($33
average).

Genetic Marker Development — In cases where genetic markers do not already exist for a
particular species, it may be necessary to develop genetic markers for allowable species cultured
under the Gulf Aquaculture Permit. Estimated costs to develop genetic markers for a single
species range from $50,000-$120,000. This cost does not include collection of genetic material
necessary to develop the markers (e.g., fishing trips to collect genetic material from wild fish).

Total: Costs to the Agency will vary depending on the need to conduct testing, and
the number of samples tested, as well as whether any genetic markers need to be
developed for purposes of aquaculture. NOTE: this is why the cost in ROCIS is zero
at this time.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

This is a new collection of information.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results from this collection are not planned for statistical publication.
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17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The OMB Control Number will be displayed.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.

There are no exemptions to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of OMB 83-1I.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

The collection does not employ statistical methods.
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OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

ANNUAL REPORT FOR GULF AQUACULTURE PERMITTEES

This report must be received by NMFS on or before January | FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
31 of each year. A check for $1,000 made out to U.S.
Treasury must be included with this report.

Date Received

Gulf Aquaculture
For questions, contact the Regional Aquaculture Coordinator at Permit Number
(727) 824-5301 or email nmfs.ser.aguaculture@noaa.qov.

Reviewer Initials

and Date
Part 1 — Permit Holder Information
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER
BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER

Part 2 — Event Information

Did a major escapement event® (as defined in 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(B)) occur at this facility
from January 1-December 31 of the previous year?

No

Yes If yes, provide date(s) when you submitted the Notification of Major
Escapement Event form:

A major escapement is defined at 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(B) as the escape of 10 percent of the cultured organisms from a
single allowable aquaculture system (e.g., one cage or one net pen) within a 24-hour period or the cumulative escape within a
24-hour period from all allowable aquaculture systems (e.g., all cages or net pens) at an aquaculture facility representing 5
percent or more of the total cultured organisms or the cumulative escape of 10 percent or more of the cultured organisms from
all allowable aquaculture systems at an aquaculture facility in any 30-day consecutive period.
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Did an entanglement or interaction involving marine mammals, endangered species, or
migratory birds (as defined in 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(G) occur at this facility from January 1-
December 31 of the previous year?

No

Yes |If yes, provide date(s) when you submitted the Notification of Entanglement
or Interaction form:

Did a reportable pathogen episode? (as defined in 50 CFR 622.102(a)(1)(i)(C)) occur at this
facility from January 1-December 31 of the previous year?

No

Yes If yes, provide date(s) when you submitted the Notification of Reportable
Pathogen Episode form:

Part 3 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Mail the completed form to:
NMFS Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, 263 13th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/SER26, 263 13w Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit

2 world Organization of Animal Health (OIE) reportable pathogen episodes or additional pathogens that are identified as
reportable pathogens in the National Aquatic Animal Health Plan as implemented by the USDA, or U.S. Departments of
Commerce or Interior.
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under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

BROODSTOCK POST-HARVEST REPORT

This form must be received by NOAA Fisheries no
later than 15 days following the date of broodstock

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

harvest.
Date Received
For questions, contact the Regional Aquaculture Gulf Aquaculture
Coordinator at (727) 824-5301 or email Permit Number
nmfs.ser.aguaculture @noaa.gov. Reviewer Initials and
Date
Part 1 — Permit Holder Information
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., II, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
cITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER
( ) - ( ) -
BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER
( ) -

Part 2 — Broodstock Harvest Information

List the following information for each individual brood animal harvested. Report coordinates
as Degree Minutes to at least the third decimal place (e.g., DD MM.MMM). Attach additional
sheets as necessary.

Genus and Date Total Fork Whole  Sex Latitude Longitude
Species Harvested Length  Length Weight
(MM/DD/YY) (inches)  (inches) (Ibs)

#1

#2

#3



mailto:nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov

#4

#5

#6

#7

#8

#9

#10

#11

#12

#13

#14

#15

#16

#17

#18

#19

#20

#21

#22

Part 3 — Submission of Fin Clips

Permittees are required to submit fin clip samples for each broodstock used to produce
juveniles for stocking in offshore systems under their Gulf Aquaculture Permit. Fin clip
samples must be received at least 30 days prior to stocking juveniles in offshore aquaculture
systems. Instructions on submitting fin clips can be found

at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fisheries/aquaculture/.
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Part 4 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Mail the completed form to:
NMFES Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator,
263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/SER26, 263 13t Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

CERTIFICATION FOR BROODSTOCK AND JUVENILES

This form must be received by NOAA Fisheries at FOR OFEICE USE ONLY

least 30 days prior to stocking juveniles in

Date Received
offshore systems. A separate form must be

provided for each species stocked. Gulf Aquaculture Permit Number

For questions, contact the Regional Aquaculture Reviewer Initials and Date

Coordinator at (727) 824-5301 or email
nmfs.ser.aguaculture@noaa.gov.

I certify that all

(Permittee name) (Genus/Species)
broodstock, or progeny of such broodstock, used to provide juveniles to

were originally harvested from U.S. waters of

(Facility’s Gulf Aquaculture Permit Number)
the Gulf of Mexico, and will be or were from the same population or sub-population where the
aquaculture facility is located. | also certify that each individual brood animal has been marked
or tagged (e.g., via a Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT), coded wire, dart, or internal
anchor tag) at the hatchery to allow for identification of those individuals used in spawning.

| certify that no genetically engineered or transgenic animals are used or possessed for culture
purposes at the aquaculture facility.

| also certify that fin clips from each individual brood animal have been submitted to NOAA
Fisheries in accordance with specified procedures
at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fisheries/aquaculture/.

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

HATCHERY REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE PRINT NAME
POSITION IN COMPANY BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER
HATCHERY NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

/ /



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
mailto:nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov

Mail the completed form to:
NMFS Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, 263 13th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/ISER26, 263 13w Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

DEALER REPORT FOR LANDING AND SALE OF CULTURED FISH

This form must be received by NOAA Fisheries FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
within 24 hours of landing and sale. Use a new
form for each separate transaction. Form must be Date Received
faxed to: (727) XXX-XXXX or submitted viaweb form [ 5 Aquaculture Permit
(http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qul | Number
f fisheries/aquaculture/).

Reviewer Initials and Date

Part 1 — Dealer Information

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER DEALER PERMIT NUMBER
BU(SINESS N)AME - ( ) - BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER
( ) -

Part 2 — Seller Information (Gulf Aquaculture Permit Holder)

NAME OF SELLER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER
BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER

Part 3 — Landing Information

LOCATION (CITY, STATE) OF PORT" DATE OF LANDING (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
TIME OF LANDING? DEALER VESSEL DOCUMENTATION #
AM/P.M.

! Landing of allowable aquaculture species is prohibited at non-U.S. ports, unless first landed at a U.S. port.
2 Species cultured at an aquaculture facility can only be landed ashore between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m., local time.

1



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
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Part 4 — Transaction Information

Provide the following information for each species purchased from the vessel listed in Part 2.
Report the estimated average weight for each species to the nearest tenth of a pound.

Species #1

SCIENTIFIC NAME (GENUS AND SPECIES) TOTAL WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

EST. AVERAGE WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

TOTAL PRICE PAID AVERAGE PRICE PAID PER POUND NOTES

$ $

Species #2

SCIENTIFIC NAME (GENUS AND SPECIES) TOTAL WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

EST. AVERAGE WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

TOTAL PRICE PAID AVERAGE PRICE PAID PER POUND NOTES

$ $

Species #3

SCIENTIFIC NAME (GENUS AND SPECIES) TOTAL WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

EST. AVERAGE WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

TOTAL PRICE PAID AVERAGE PRICE PAID PER POUND NOTES

$ $

Species #4

SCIENTIFIC NAME (GENUS AND SPECIES) TOTAL WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

EST. AVERAGE WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

TOTAL PRICE PAID AVERAGE PRICE PAID PER POUND NOTES

$ $

Species #5

SCIENTIFIC NAME (GENUS AND SPECIES) TOTAL WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

EST. AVERAGE WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS)

TOTAL PRICE PAID AVERAGE PRICE PAID PER POUND NOTES

$ $




Dealers must maintain sales records for at least 3 years after the receipt date. Records must
be made available for inspection by NOAA Fisheries personnel or authorized officers upon
request.

Part 5 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

DEALER SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries
Service. F/SER26, 263 13ih Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

FEDERAL PERMIT APPLICATION FOR OFFSHORE AQUACULTURE IN THE
GULF OF MEXICO (GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

. o Date Received

|:| New Permit Application $10,000 (10 years) | 5 Aquaculture Permit Number
Permit Expiration Date

Check or Money Order Number
Violation Date

[ ] Renewal Application $5,000 (5 years)
(Current Permit # )

Violation Clear Date

Reviewer Initials and Date

e Complete all Sections of this application if you are applying for a new permit. If you are applying for a
permit renewal, fill out all Sections except 2, 3, 6 and 7. See the instructions section at the end of
this form for more information.

e Prior to beginning the permit application process, applicants are strongly encouraged to schedule an
interagency consultation with the various federal permitting agencies. Contact the NOAA Fisheries
Regional Aquaculture Coordinator at (727) 824-5301 or email nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov for
more information.

e A completed application package should be submitted at least 180 days prior to the date the applicant
desires the permit to become effective. For renewals, all information should be submitted at least 120
days prior to the date the permittee desires the renewal to become effective. An application
package is not considered to be complete until NOAA Fisheries has confirmed receipt of all
necessary information.

e Eligibility for a Gulf Aquaculture Permit is limited to U.S. citizens as defined in the Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1952, as amended, and permanent resident aliens lawfully accorded the privilege of
residing permanently in the U.S. in accordance with U.S. immigration laws.

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION

(If permit holder will be a business include a primary contact for the business)
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
cITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS

( ) - ( ) -

DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID

/ /




‘ 2. BUSINESS INFORMATION

(A) Provide business information, if applicable.

BUSINESS NAME MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE

BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER DATE WHEN FORMED (MM/DD/YYYY) STATE WHERE FORMED
( ) - / /

(B) Provide information on the names, addresses, and titles of all officers, partners, and/or
directors, if applicable. Attach additional sheets with this information, as necessary.

|OFFICER/PARTNER/DIRECTOR #1]

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
POSITION IN COMPANY MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
DA(\TE OF B?RTH (MM/D-D/YYYY) ( SC))CIAL SECU-RITY NUMBER or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID
/ /

[OFFICER/PARTNER/DIRECTOR #2|

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
POSITION IN COMPANY MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
( ) - ( ) -
DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID
/ /




(C) Has any person affiliated with this application (including any shareholder, director, partner,
or officer) applied for a Gulf Aquaculture Permit in the past?

Yes No N/A

If Yes, provide name and contact information for all person(s) who have applied for a permit in
the past as well as the date the application was submitted to NOAA Fisheries.

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., II, etc.)

BUSINESS NAME (if applicable) DATE APPLICATION SUBMITTED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., II, etc.)

BUSINESS NAME (if applicable) DATE APPLICATION SUBMITTED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., II, etc.)

BUSINESS NAME (if applicable) DATE APPLICATION SUBMITTED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /

(D) Provide information for all shareholders who own or control at least 10% of the outstanding
stock and the percentage of outstanding stock currently owned or controlled by each such
shareholder. Attach additional sheets, as necessary.

Name (First, Last, Middle) Street Address City, State, Zip Percentage of Stock
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9) "Fishing," "Fisheries" and "Fishing Vessels"

The Fishery Plan for Regulating Offshore Marine in the Gulf of Mexico (FMP) and implementing regulations established a regional permitting process for regulating and promoting sound and
10) in the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) exclusive economic zone (EEZ). The rule (RIN 0648-AS65) allows for up to 20 offshore aquaculture operations to be permitted in the Gulf over a 10-year period, with an estimated annual production of up to 64 million pounds;




(E) Does the applicant or business, or any shareholder, director, partner, or officer own an
interest, either directly or beneficially, in any other Gulf offshore aquaculture venture?

Yes

No

N/A

If Yes, provide the following information for each person(s).

LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)

AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER FOR OTHER VENTURE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER VENTURE

LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)

AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER FOR OTHER VENTURE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER VENTURE

LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., II, etc.)

AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER FOR OTHER VENTURE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER VENTURE

(F) Has the applicant or any shareholder, director, partner, or officer listed in part D above
ever been arrested, indicted, convicted of, or adjudicated to be responsible for any violation of
marine resources or environmental protection law, whether state or federal?

Yes

No

If Yes, provide the information for each person(s). Include additional sheets with this

information, if needed.

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
DATE OF VIOLATION (MM/DD/YYYY) TYPE OF VIOLATION

/ /
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)

DATE OF VIOLATION (MM/DD/YYYY)

TYPE OF VIOLATION

/ /




3. SITE DESCRIPTION |

Provide latitude and longitude coordinates for the proposed aquaculture site. Latitude and
Longitude must be reported as Degree Minutes and decimal minutes to the third decimal place
(e.g., DD MM.MMM). If the proposed site has greater than four coordinates, provide additional
coordinates on a separate sheet.

North Point Lat/Long South Point Lat/Long West Point Lat/Long East Point Lat/Long

Attach a NOAA chart or USGS Topographic map of the site to scale which indicates:

1) proposed facility boundaries; 2) depth contours; and 3) location of Federal projects,
navigational channels, or other structures or areas (see #5 of the Pre-Application checklist at
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fisheries/aquaculture) within 3 nautical
miles of proposed site. Additional information may be requested by NOAA Fisheries.

4. LIST OF SPECIES TO BE CULTURED ‘

Provide the following information for each species to be cultured. Do not abbreviate genus or
species name.
Start up Production Annual Maximum Total
Genus and Species Level (Pounds) for Harvest (Pounds)




5.

HATCHERY LOCATION

Provide information for each hatchery which will be providing juvenile organisms for grow-out
at the proposed facilities. On a continuing basis, provide a copy of all relevant, valid state or
Federal aquaculture permits issued to each hatchery. For hatcheries located offshore, provide
GPS coordinates (latitude and longitude). A permittee may only obtain juvenile organisms
for grow-out at an aquaculture facility from a hatchery located in the U.S.

HATCHERY #1

HATCHERY NAME

MAILING ADDRESS (OR GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)

CITY STATE

COUNTY

ZIP CODE

CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE

TELEPHONE NUMBER

ALTERNATE CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE TELEPHONE NUMBER

HATCHERY #2

HATCHERY NAME

MAILING ADDRESS (OR GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)

CITY STATE

COUNTY

ZIP CODE

CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE

TELEPHONE NUMBER

ALTERNATE CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE TELEPHONE NUMBER

HATCHERY #3

HATCHERY NAME

MAILING ADDRESS (OR GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)

CITY STATE

COUNTY

ZIP CODE

CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE

TELEPHONE NUMBER

ALTERNATE CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE TELEPHONE NUMBER




6. DESCRIPTION OF AQUACULTURE SYSTEMS ‘

Provide a description of all components of the aquaculture system(s) (including mooring and
anchoring systems) to be used, including: 1) number, size, dimensions, position relative to sea
surface, 2) manufacturer information, and, 3) schematic or photographic renderings of
generalized layout of aquaculture system(s) indicating depths from structure(s) to sea floor,
from a top and cross-sectional view. Permittees must also provide documentation of the
aquaculture system's ability to withstand physical stresses associated with major storm events
(e.g., hurricanes, storm surge), including any available engineering analysis, computer and
physical oceanographic models, or other documentation. Additional information may be
requested by NOAA Fisheries. It is recommended that all plans and drawings submitted
with the application package be certified by a professional engineer.




7. DESCRIPTION OF EQUIPMENT AND METHODS ‘

Provide a description of the equipment and methods to be used for feeding, transporting,
maintaining, and removing cultured species from aquaculture systems, including: 1) number,
size, dimensions, and manufacturer information; 2) type of powered equipment to be used on
site (except vessels/aircraft listed in #8 of this application) and frequency and duration of use
(e.g., daily, weekly, monthly); 3) frequency and duration of vessel/aircraft traffic; 4) feed
schedule and feed techniques; 5) predator control methods; 6) net cleaning and maintenance
(methods, frequency); 7) usage of drugs or other chemicals; 8) number, type, wattage, and
location of lights at proposed site (except those used for navigation or marking); and 9) off-site
facilities or holdings to be used for feed transport, processing, etc. Additional information may
be requested by NOAA Fisheries.




8. VESSEL AND AIRCRAFT DOCUMENTATION

Provide all information for each vessel used for transport, harvest, transfer, or sale of cultured
animals. Attach a copy of the valid, unexpired U.S. Coast Guard Certificate of documentation
(or valid state registration if not documented) for each vessel listed. Also provide
documentation or identification numbers for any vehicles or aircraft used.

USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME LENGTH TOTAL HORSEPOWER
HOMEPORT CITY AND STATE PORT OF LANDING CITY AND STATE HOLD CAP. (TONS) LIVE WELL CAPACITY (GAL)
IVESSEL #1 OWNER INFORMATION | CHECK ONE: INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS

NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST, SUFFIX or BUSINESS) HOME or BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SOCIAL SEC. or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID  DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) FEDERAL ID # (FEIN) if a BUSINESS
USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME LENGTH TOTAL HORSEPOWER
HOMEPORT CITY AND STATE PORT OF LANDING CITY AND STATE HOLD CAP. (TONS) LIVE WELL CAPACITY (GAL)
\VESSEL #2 OWNER INFORMATION | CHECK ONE: INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS

NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST, SUFFIX or BUSINESS) HOME or BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SOCIAL SEC. or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID  DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) FEDERAL ID # (FEIN) if a BUSINESS




9. CERTIFICATION OF REMOVAL

I certify that | will remove all components of the
(Print Full Applicant Name)
aquaculture facility, including cultured animals remaining in allowable aquaculture systems,

from the Gulf EEZ if it is discovered that the organisms are genetically engineered or
transgenic, that a World Organization of Animal Health (OIE)-reportable pathogen or pathogen
identified as reportable in the National Aquatic Animal Health Plan is found at the facility, or
there are any other violations of the permit conditions or regulations which causes NOAA

Fisheries to order such removal.

| 10. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. The following information must be submitted with a new application:

a) Copy of a baseline environmental survey and all other field surveys of the proposed site. Survey
guidance can be found at:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fisheries/aquaculture/.

b) Documentation certifying the applicant has posted an assurance bond sufficient to cover the costs of
removal of all components of the aquaculture facility, including cultured animals remaining in
allowable aquaculture systems, from the Gulf EEZ. Assurance Bond guidance can be found at:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fisheries/aquaculture/.

c) Copy of an emergency disaster plan, developed for and to be used by the aquaculture facility, that
includes, but is not limited to, procedures for preparing or if necessary removing aquaculture
systems, aquaculture equipment, and cultured animals in the event of disaster (e.g., hurricane,
tsunami, harmful algal bloom, chemical or oil spill, etc.).

d) Copy of a contractual arrangement with an aquatic animal health expert to provide services to the
aquaculture facility. An aquatic animal health expert is defined as a licensed doctor of veterinary
medicine or a person who is certified by the American Fisheries Society, Fish Health Section, as a
"Fish Pathologist" or "Fish Health Inspector”. A copy of the expert’s license or certification must also
be provided.

e) Certification by the applicant that: 1) all broodstock, or progeny of such broodstock, used to provide
juveniles to the aquaculture facility will be or were originally harvested from U.S. waters of the Gulf,
and will be or were from the same population or subpopulation (based on the best scientific
information available) where the facility is located, and that each individual broodstock was marked
or tagged at the hatchery to allow for identification of those individuals used in spawning, and 2)
certification by the applicant that no genetically engineered or transgenic animals are used or
possessed for culture purposes at the aquaculture facility. This Certification for Broodstock and
Juveniles document can be found at: http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/permits/.

2. Once a new permit or renewal permit has been issued, an Annual Report along with payment of
$1,000.00 must be received by NOAA Fisheries by January 31 of each year for permits to remain active.
Fees may change slightly each year. The Annual Report form can be found at:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/permits/.

3. Prior to issuance of a new permit or a renewal permit, the applicant must provide NOAA Fisheries a
copy of currently valid state or Federal permits (e.g., Army Corps of Engineers Section 10 permit,

10



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Environmental Protection Agency National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit) applicable to
the proposed aquaculture site, facilities, or operations. A NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit
will not be issued until all other applicable permits have been secured.

After NOAA Fisheries issues a new permit or renewal permit, permittees must continue to provide NOAA
Fisheries with valid copies of all state and Federal permits required for conducting offshore aquaculture.
Permittees must also report any changes applicable to those permits to NOAA Fisheries.

The permittee must provide NOAA Fisheries current copies of valid state or Federal permits for each
hatchery from which fingerlings or other juvenile animals are obtained and alert NOAA Fisheries to any
changes to those permits within 30 days.

The NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit must be prominently displayed and available at the
aguaculture facility. The permit number should also be included on the buoys or other floating devices
used to mark the restricted access zone of the operation per § 622.104(c). In addition, the aquaculture
facility’s permit (if the fish have not yet been purchased by a dealer), must accompany each vehicle that
is used to receive fish harvested from an aquaculture facility in federal waters of the Gulf. A vehicle
operator must present the permit or a copy for inspection upon the request of an authorized officer.
NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit holders must notify the Regional Aquaculture Coordinator
within 30 days after any change in the application information specified in 50 CFR 622.101(d)(11). The
NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit is void if any change in the information is not reported within 30
days.

The permittee must comply with all monitoring and requirements specified in their NOAA Fisheries Gulf
Aquaculture permit. The permittee must also comply with all applicable monitoring and reporting
requirements specified in their other valid federal permits for each particular operation.

The permittee must conduct inspections of permitted aquaculture systems for entanglements and
interactions with marine mammals, protected species, and migratory birds. The frequency of these
inspections will be specified in the conditions of their NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit.

The permittee must conduct feed monitoring and management practices in compliance with
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations at 40 CFR 451.21.

The permittee must comply with the use of drugs, pesticides, and biologics per all applicable Food and
Drug Administration, EPA, and U.S. Department of Agriculture requirements (e.g., Federal, Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Act, 21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.; Clean Water Act, 40 CFR part 122; 9 CFR parts 101-124; 21
CFR parts 500-599; and 40 CFR parts 150-189).

The permittee must maintain and make available to NOAA Fisheries monitoring reports required by
applicable state and federal agencies for the most recent three years.

The permittee must maintain a minimum of one properly functioning electronic locating device (e.g.,
GPS device, pinger with radio signal) on each aquaculture system (i.e., net pen or cage).

The permittee must provide NOAA Fisheries or authorized officers access to operations in order to
conduct on-site inspections to monitor compliance with the conditions and requirements specified in the
permit and/or applicable aquaculture regulations.

The permittee must comply with all other operational, monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting
requirements as outlined in subpart F of 50 CFR part 622.

A NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit may be revoked, suspended, or modified, and such permit
applications may be denied, in accordance with the procedures governing enforcement-related permit
sanctions and denials found at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904.
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11. SIGNATURE |

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

APPLICANT SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY

Mail this completed form and all supporting documentation to:
NMFS Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, 263 13th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 hours per response, including
the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed,
and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or
other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries Service. F/SER26,

263 13t Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.
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Instructions for the Federal Permit Application to Conduct Offshore
Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico

General Instructions:

Applicants with specific questions may contact the Regional Aquaculture Coordinator at (727) 824-5301
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday, or email
nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.qgov.

1. Complete all sections of this application form. Applications should be typed. Incomplete or illegible
applications will be returned.

2. The application fee for a new permit is $10,000 and is non-refundable ($5,000 non-refundable fee for permit
renewal). A check or money order payable to the U.S. TREASURY must accompany each application.

3. Mail the completed application, payment, and all required supporting documentation to: NMFS Permits
Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, 263 13" Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
33701.

APPLICATION SECTION 1 Eligibility for a Gulf Aquaculture permit is limited to U.S. citizens as defined in the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, as amended, and permanent resident aliens lawfully accorded the
privilege of residing permanently in the U.S. in accordance with U.S. immigration laws.

APPLICATION SECTION 2 For businesses or corporations, include a copy of the Articles of Incorporation or
Certificate of Limited Partnership or documentation of the formation of a General Partnership.

APPLICATION SECTION 3 See 50 CFR 622.103(a) for additional information on facility siting requirements and
conditions.

APPLICATION SECTION 4 Only federally managed species that are native to the Gulf of Mexico and are not
genetically engineered may be used or possessed at an aquaculture facility (shrimp and corals are exempted
from culture). A list of species that can be cultured under a NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit can be
found at 50 CFR 622.105(b).

APPLICATION SECTION 5 Include a copy of all relevant, valid state or Federal aquaculture permits issued to
each hatchery.

APPLICATION SECTION 7 All feed monitoring and management practices must be conducted in compliance
with EPA regulations at 40 CFR 451.21. The permittee must comply with the use of drugs, pesticides, and
biologics per all applicable Food and Drug Administration , EPA, and USDA requirements (e.g., Federal, Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Act, 21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.; Clean Water Act, 40 CFR part 122; 9 CFR parts 101-124; 21 CFR
parts 500-599; and 40 CFR parts 150-189).

APPLICATION SECTION 8 Provide a copy of the valid U.S. Coast Guard certificate of documentation or, if not
documented, a copy of the valid state registration certificate for each vessel as well as documentation or
identification numbers for any aircraft used for transport, harvest, transfer, or sale of cultured species at the
approved site.

APPLICATION SECTION 11 Applicant must sign and date this section for the application to be considered
complete.

13



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

HARVEST AND LANDING NOTIFICATIONS

Permittees must notify NOAA Fisheries via phone
(XXX) XXX-XXXX or the web form FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
(http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/g Date Received
ulf fisheries/aquaculture/) at least 72 hours prior Gulf Aquaculture Permit
to the desired date of harvest and at least 72 Number
hours prior to landing. Reviewer Initials and Date

Part 1 — Permit Holder Information

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER
BU(SINESS N)AME - ( ) - BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER

( ) -

Part 2 — Harvest Information

VESSEL USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME
PROPOSED DATE OF HARVEST (MM/DD/YYYY) PROPOSED TIME OF HARVEST
/ / : AM / PM
LATITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE) LONGITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)
Genus and Species Estimated Whole Weight (Ibs)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/

Part 3 — Landing Information

All fish cultured in federally permitted offshore aquaculture facilities must first be landed at a
U.S. port. Species cultured at an aquaculture facility can only be offloaded between 6
a.m. and 6 p.m., local time. The person landing the cultured fish must also validate the
dealer transaction report when it is submitted.

PORT LOCATION (CITY, STATE) DATE OF LANDING (MM/DD/YYYY) TIME OF LANDING
/ / : AM / PM

SPECIES BEING LANDED AND ESTIMATED NUMBER OR WHOLE WEIGHT (LBS) FOR EACH SPECIES

DEALER NAME (FIRST, LAST, MIDDLE) DEALER PERMIT NUMBER

DEALER MAILING ADDRESS CITY, STATE, ZIP

Part 4 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/SER26, 263 13 Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM

MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway. Silver Spring. MD 20910

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY AND IN CAPITAL LETTERS

1- LAST NAME OF VESSEL OWNER/OPERATOR 2- FIRST NAME OF VESSEL OWNER/OPERATOR 3-Mi

4-MAILING ADDRESS

5- CITY 6- STATE 7-ZIP

8- VESSEL NAME

9- COAST GUARD DOC. NO. OR VESSEL STATE REG. NO. 10- STATE COMMERCIAL VESSEL NO.
11- FISHERY |.D. NO. 12- FISHERY GEAR TYPE AND TARGET SPECIES
13- DATE OF MORTALITY/INJURY (MM DD YYYY) 14- APPROXIMATE TIME OF MORTALITY/INJURY

AM/PM

15- LOCATION OF MORTALITY/INJURY

LATITUDE o ‘ LONGITUDE

16- TYPE OF INTERACTION (PLACE AN “X")

INCIDENTAL INTENTIONAL

17- ENTER SPECIES CODE, TYPE OF MORTALITY/INJURY (SEE LIST OF CODES ON PREVIOUS PAGE), AND THE NUMBER OF

EACH SPECIES INVOLVED. MAKE ONE ENTRY FOR EACH SPECIES INVOLVED IN THIS INCIDENT. YOU MAY MAKE UP TO
THREE MORTALITY/INJURY CODES PER SPECIES.

SPECIES MORTALITY/INJURY CODE NUMBER

18- DESCRIPTION OF UNKNOWN SPECIES OR CIRCUMSTANCES OF MORTALITY/INJURY INCIDENT

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0292 (expires 02/29/2016)
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MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM
MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

This reporting form is required ONLY WHEN there is an incidental mortality or injury to a marine mammal during commercial
fishing activities. You are required to report the incidental mortality or injury within 48 hours after the end of the fishing trip (even if
an observer is on board), or, for non-vessel fisheries, within 48 hours of an occurrence of an incidental mortality or injury. A separate
report form is required for each fishery, for each date, and for each location.

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY AND IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

The reporting form should be detached from this instruction sheet, folded, and sealed prior to mailing. No postage is necessary
for mailing. Forms may also be faxed to NMFS at (301) 713-0376. Questions regarding completion of this form, and requests for
additional forms, may be directed to the NMFS Office of Protected Resources, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD
20910-3226, (301) 427-8402.

MORTALITY/INJURY REPORT FIELD DEFINITIONS

1- LAST NAME: Enter the last name of the vessel owner/operator or permit holder.

2 - FIRST NAME: Enter the first name of the vessel owner/operator or permit holder.

3- MI: Enter the middle initial of the owner/operator of the vessel or permit holder.

4 - ADDRESS: Enter the street address or P.O. Box number of the vessel owner/operator or permit holder.

5- CITY: Enter the city name of the vessel owner/operator or permit holder.

6 - STATE: Enter the 2-digit state code of the vessel owner/operator or permit holder.

7 - ZIP: Enter the zip code of the vessel owner/operator or permit holder.

8- VESSEL NAME: Enter the name of the vessel as it is identified for commercial fishing operations. For non-vessel fisheries,
leave this blank.

9- COAST GUARD DOCUMENT NO.: Enter the vessel’s Coast Guard Documentation number; OR Enter the
VESSEL’S STATE REGISTRATION NO.: One of these numbers must be provided. For non-vessel fisheries, enter the state
fishery permit number.

10 - STATE COMMERCIAL VESSEL LICENSE NO.: Enter the vessel’s state commercial vessel license number, if applicable.

11 - FISHERY IDENTIFICATION NO.: (Category | or Category Il fisheries) Enter the NMFS’ fishery 1.D. number (indicated on
the vessel’s MMAP authorization certificate) for the fishery in which this incident occurred. If the fishery ID number is
unknown, or the vessel is not registered under the MMAP, fill in gear type and target species under item 12.

12 - GEAR TYPE AND TARGET SPECIES: (Category Il fisheries) Enter the type of fishing gear used and the target species
being fished when this incident occurred.

13- DATE OF MORTALITY/INJURY: Enter the date the mortality/injury occurred. For example: November 1, 2009 is entered
as 11/01/20009.

14 - TIME OF MORTALITY/INJURY:: Enter the approximate time of day the mortality/injury occurred. Indicate AM if the
mortality/injury occurred between midnight & noon, or PM if the mortality/injury occurred between noon and midnight.

15- LOCATION OF MORTALITY/INJURY LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Use standard entries in degrees and minutes.

16 - TYPE OF INTERACTION: Enter whether this incident was incidental or intentional.

17 - SPECIES INCIDENTALLY KILLED OR INJURED: Enter the species code and the mortality/injury code of the animal(s)
involved. (Refer to the species and mortality/injury code lists included on page 2 of these instructions.) Enter the number of
animals involved in each mortality/injury. You may enter up to three (3) injury codes per species. Make as many entries as
apply to the date, time, and location entered in items 13-15.

18 - DESCRIPTION OF UNKNOWN SPECIES: If you have entered a species code for an unidentified species, please provide a
detailed description of the animal involved, including color patterns, length, and body shape (drawings are helpful). State
whether the animal involved was a cetacean (whale, dolphin, or porpoise), pinniped (seal or sea lion), walrus, manatee or sea
otter. You may also use this space for other comments regarding this incident.

OMB Control No. 0648-0292 (expires 02/29/2016)



MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM
MORTALITY/INJURY REPORTING FORM

National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910

SPECIES AND STOCK CODES FOR MARINE MAMMALS

Pinnipeds (seals and Small Cetaceans (dolphins and Large Cetaceans (toothed whales
sealions) porpoises) and baleen whales)

100- Steller (northern) sea lion 047- Atlantic white-sided dolphin 002- North Atlantic right whale

101- California sea lion 049- Pacific white-sided dolphin 005- Gray whale

105- Northern (Pribilof) fur seal 053- Common dolphin 007- Fin whale

115- Harbor seal 054- Bottlenose dolphin 010- Minke whale

116- Spotted seal 055- Grampus (Risso’s) dolphin 011- Humpback whale

117- Ringed seal 058- Spotted dolphin 012- Sperm whale

121- Ribbon seal 060- Spinner dolphin 016- Beluga whale

124- Gray seal 061- Striped dolphin 038- False killer whale

127- Hawaiian monk seal 063- Northern right whale dolphin 039- Killer whale

129- Northern elephant seal 068- Harbor porpoise 221- Pilot whale

130- Bearded seal 072- Dall’s porpoise 230- Beaked whale

131- Harp seal 235- Unidentified small cetacean 231- Bryde’s whale

132- Hooded seal (porpoise or dolphin) 232- Dwarf sperm whale

203- Unidentified sea lion 210- Unidentified baleen whale

204- Unidentified seal 220- Unidentified toothed whale

205- Unidentified pinniped
Other Marine Mammals

114- Walrus 135- Sea otter 139- Manatee

MORTALITY/INJURY CODES FOR MARINE MAMMALS

01 - Visible blood flow 08- Listlessness or inability to defend

02- Loss of/damage to appendage/jaw 09- Inability to swim or dive

03- Inability to use appendage(s) 10- Equilibrium imbalance

04- Asymmetry in shape of body or body position 11- Ingestion of gear

05- Any noticeable swelling or hemorrhage (bruising)  12- Released trailing gear/gear perforating body
06- Laceration (deep cut) 13- Other wound or injury

07- Rupture or puncture of eyeball 14- Killed

COLLECTION MANDATE

This collection of information is mandated by the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et. seq.), and by implementing
regulations contained at 50 CFR 229.4. The information supplied on this form will be used by the National Marine Fisheries Service to estimate levels of
incidental mortalities and injuries in U.S. commercial fisheries. Certain information supplied on this form may be considered proprietary and therefore
subject to data confidentiality restrictions of 50 CFR Part 229.11.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 0.15 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Director, Office of
Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD 20910-3226.

The National Marine Fisheries Service may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a
current and valid OMB control number. The OMB control number for this form is 0648-0292, which expires on 11/30/2012.

OMB Control No. 0648-0292 (expires 02/29/2016)



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

NOTIFICATION OF ENTANGLEMENT OR INTERACTION WITH
MARINE MAMMALS, ENDANGERED SPECIES, OR MARINE
MIGRATORY BIRDS

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received
Permittees must notify NOAA Fisheries via

Gulf Aquaculture
Permit Number

phone (XXX-XXX-XXXX) or web form
(http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisherie

s/qulf fisheries/aguaculture/) within 24 hours of | Reviewer Initials

an entanglement or interaction event. and Date

Permittees must also submit a Marine Mammal Authorization Program (MMAP) form
within 48 hours when there is an incidental mortality or injury to a marine mammal
only. The MMAP form can be found
at: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap/

A separate Notification of Entanglement or Interaction form must be filled out
for each species and event.

Part 1 — Contact Person Information
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il,
etc.) MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER

Part 2 — Event Information

DATE OF EVENT (MM/DD/YYYY) APPROXIMATE TIME OF EVENT

/ / ; AM / PM

Provide the GPS coordinates for the location where the event occurred. Report coordinates
as degree minutes to at least the third decimal place.

LATITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE) LONGITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/interactions/mmap/

List the species and number of individuals involved in the event. A separate Notification of
Entanglement or Interaction form must be filled out for each species identified.

Species: Number of Individuals:

Was this event an entanglement or interaction?

Entanglement = animal is physically caught in or entwined by fishing gear or equipment
Interaction = animal is observed interacting with or near fishing gear or equipment (e.q.,
removes or damages fish or bait on fishing gear, is observed eating discarded fish, net
chewing)

Entanglement (continue to Part 3) Interaction (continue to Part 4)

Both (fill out Part 3 and Part 4)

Part 3 — Entanglement Details

Did the entanglement result in a:

Live Release (complete 3a-c) OR Mortality (complete 3d-e)

a) If Live Release, please describe the number, nature and location of injuries observed
(e.g., lacerations, visible blood, missing or injured appendages). If no injuries observed,
please write “No injuries observed.”




b) If Live Release, was gear left on the animal? If so, approximately how much? Please
describe the type of gear (e.g. material and speculations), where on the body, and how
the animal was wrapped in the gear. If no gear was left on the animal, please write “No

gear observed.”

c) If Live Release, please describe the animal’s condition and behavior once released
(e.g., difficulty/inability to swim or use appendages, difficulty breathing, fast swim away).




d) If Mortality, please describe the number, nature and location of injuries observed (e.g.,
lacerations, visible blood, missing or injured appendages). If no injuries observed,

please write “No injuries observed.”

e) If Mortality, was gear left on the animal? If so, approximately how much? Please
describe the type of gear (e.g. material and speculations), where on the body, and how
the animal was wrapped in the gear. If no gear was left on the animal, please write “No

gear observed.”




Part 4 — Interaction Detalils

Please describe in detail the nature of the interaction behaviors you observed (e.g., stealing
farmed fish, consuming fish feed, hooked or entangled in nets or cages, begging, eating

discarded fish, resting on cage).

Was any fishing gear lost due to an interaction with the animal(s)?

Yes No Unknown

If fishing gear was lost, please describe the type and amount of gear lost:




Part 5 — Biological Information

If known, please provide biological information of the animal entangled (e.g. approximate
length, weight, sex). If you do not have any of this information, write “unknown” in the
additional information section below.

Length: circle one (cm, m, ft, in)
Weight: circle one (lb, kg)
Sex: Male Female Unknown

Please provide any additional information:

Part 6 — Future Prevention

Please provide information on the potential and/or suspected cause(s) of the entanglement
or interaction.

Please provide information on the action(s) being taken to prevent future entanglements or
interaction.




Part 7- Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this
burden estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to the PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries
Service, F/SER26, 263 13th Ave South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of
marine fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery
management activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain
a fisheries permit under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a
NOAA Fisheries website. Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code,
Effective Date of Permit, Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for
hire” vessel the Passenger Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data
submitted will be handled as confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100,
Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of
information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

NOTIFICATION OF MAJOR ESCAPEMENT
EVENT GULF OFFSHORE AQUACULTURE
OPERATIONS

Permittees must notify NOAA Fisheries
via web form
(http://sero.nmfs.noaa.qov/sustainable fi
sheries/qulf fisheries/aquaculture/)
within 24 hours of a major escape event.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received

Gulf Aquaculture Permit
Number

Reviewer Initials and Date

Part 1 — Contact Person Information
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER
Part 2 — Event Information

Provide the GPS coordinates for the location where the event occurred. Report coordinates
as Degree Minutes to at least the third decimal place (e.g., DD MM.MMM).

DATE OF EVENT (MM/DD/YYYY)

TIME OF EVENT

/ /

AM / PM

LATITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)

LONGITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/

List the number, size, and percent of fish, by species that escaped. Attach additional sheets
as necessary.

Genus Average Total Number of Percent Escaped
and Species Length (inches) Escapees (per species)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Provide information on the duration, specific location, number of cages or systems involved,
and cause(s) of the escapement.

Provide information on the action(s) which are being taken to address the escapement.




Part 3 — Signhature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and
correct (28 U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining
the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding
this burden estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine
Fisheries Service. F/SER26, 263 13t Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of
marine fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery
management activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or
retain a fisheries permit under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released
via a NOAA Fisheries website. Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip
Code, Effective Date of Permit, Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case
of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All
other data submitted will be handled as confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative
Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the
law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure to
comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act,
unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.




OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

NOTIFICATION OF REPORTABLE PATHOGEN EPISODE
GULF OFFSHORE AQUACULTURE OPERATIONS

Permittees must notify NOAA Fisheries via FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
web form Sate Received
(http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheri ae receive

es/qulf fisheries/aquaculture/) within 24 Gulf Aquaculture Permit
hours of all findings or suspected findings of Number
any OIE- reportable pathogen episodes or
reportable pathogens identified in the Reviewer Initials and Date
National Aquatic Animal Health Plan
(NAAHP).

Part 1 — Contact Person Information

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., 1, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #

CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE

WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER
NAME OF AQUATIC ANIMAL HEALTH EXPERT AQUATIC ANIMAL HEALTH EXPERT PHONE NUMBER

Part 2 — Episode Information

DATE OF EPISODE (MM/DD/YYYY) TIME OF EPISODE

/ / : AM / PM

Provide latitude and longitude coordinates for the location where the episode occurred. Report
coordinates as Degree Minutes to at least the third decimal place (e.g., DD MM.MMM).

LATITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE) LONGITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/

Explain the findings of the aquatic animal health expert, including the cause of the outbreak (if
known).

List the number, size, and percent of cultured fish by species that were impacted by this
pathogen episode. Provide information regarding whether the outbreak is isolated to specific
areas/cages of the facility.

What action(s) are being taken to address the pathogen episode and prevent future episodes?
Include plans for submission of specimens for confirmatory testing.




Permittees must submit a copy of the report from the aquatic animal health expert as
well as the result of any tests must be submitted to NOAA Fisheries, when they become
available.

NOAA Fisheries, in cooperation with USDA’s APHIS, may order movement restrictions
and/or the removal of all cultured animals from an allowable aquaculture system upon
confirmation by a USDA’s APHIS reference laboratory that an OIE-reportable pathogen,
or additional pathogens identified as reportable pathogens in the NAAHP exists and
USDA’s APHIS and NOAA Fisheries determine the pathogen poses a significant threat
to the health of wild or cultured aquatic organisms.

Part 3 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct
(28 U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering
and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to
PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries Service. F/SER26, 263 13th Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and
management of marine fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement,
and monitor fishery management activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection
are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-
confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website. Non-confidential
information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit, Permit
Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the
Passenger Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data
submitted will be handled as confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order
216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the
law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subjected to a penalty for failure
to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction
Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.



OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

NOTIFICATION TO TRANSPORT CULTURED JUVENILES TO OFFSHORE
SYSTEMS

Permittees must notify NOAA Fisheries via phone FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
(727) 824-5344 or the web form at
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.qgov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fi

sheries/aguaculture/ at least 72 hours prior to the Gulf Aquaculture

desired date of transport. Permit Number
Reviewer Initials

This form is not required if the hatchery is co-located with the | and Date
offshore aquaculture facility in the Gulf EEZ.

Date Received

Part 1 — Permit Holder Information

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #

CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE

WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER

Part 2 — Species and Transfer Information

DATE OF TRANSFER (MM/DD/YYYY) TIME OF TRANSFER

/ / : AM/PM

HATCHERY NAME HATCHERY MAILING ADDRESS (or GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)

Provide the GPS coordinates for the location of the offshore aquaculture facility where fish are
being transported.

LATITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE) LONGITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/

Genus and Species Average Total Length # of Fish Transported
(inches)
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Note: Prior to stocking fish in an allowable aguaculture system at an aquaculture facility in
federal waters of the Gulf, the permittee must provide NOAA FISHERIES with a copy of a
health certificate signed by an aquatic animal health expert (as defined in 50 CFR
622.106(a)(5)), certifying that such fish were inspected and determined to be free of
reportable pathogens as specified by the World Organization of Animal Health or National
Aquatic Animal Health Plan.

Part 3 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Mail the completed form to:
NMFS Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator,
263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/SER26, 263 13w Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.
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OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

NOTIFICATION TO TRANSPORT CULTURED JUVENILES TO OFFSHORE
SYSTEMS

Permittees must notify NOAA Fisheries via phone FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
(727) 824-5344 or the web form at
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.qgov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fi

sheries/aguaculture/ at least 72 hours prior to the Gulf Aquaculture

desired date of transport. Permit Number
Reviewer Initials

This form is not required if the hatchery is co-located with the | and Date
offshore aquaculture facility in the Gulf EEZ.

Date Received

Part 1 — Permit Holder Information

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #

CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE

WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER

Part 2 — Species and Transfer Information

DATE OF TRANSFER (MM/DD/YYYY) TIME OF TRANSFER

/ / : AM/PM

HATCHERY NAME HATCHERY MAILING ADDRESS (or GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)

Provide the GPS coordinates for the location of the offshore aquaculture facility where fish are
being transported.

LATITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE) LONGITUDE (DEGREE MINUTES TO THIRD DECIMAL PLACE)



http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/

Genus and Species Average Total Length # of Fish Transported
(inches)
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Note: Prior to stocking fish in an allowable aguaculture system at an aquaculture facility in
federal waters of the Gulf, the permittee must provide NOAA FISHERIES with a copy of a
health certificate signed by an aquatic animal health expert (as defined in 50 CFR
622.106(a)(5)), certifying that such fish were inspected and determined to be free of
reportable pathogens as specified by the World Organization of Animal Health or National
Aquatic Animal Health Plan.

Part 3 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Mail the completed form to:
NMFS Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator,
263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/SER26, 263 13w Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.
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OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

REQUEST TO HARVEST BROODSTOCK

This form must be received by NOAA
Fisheries at least 30 days prior to the desired
harvest date. NOAA Fisheries must approve

the request before harvesting may occur.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received

Gulf Aquaculture Permit

For questions, contact the Regional Aquaculture Number
Coordinator at (727) 824-5301 or email Reviewer Initials and
nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov. Date

Part 1 — Permit Holder Information
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., 1l, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER

( ) - ( ) -

BUSINESS NAME

BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER

( ) -

Part 2 — Broodstock Information

(A) List the genus and species, as well as the number and approximate size range (total
length, fork length) and whole weight of each species to be harvested.

a bk~ 0N e

Genus and Species Quantity (#) Total Length (in) Fork Length (in) Whole Weight (Ibs)



mailto:nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov

(B) List the intended date(s) and location(s) of harvest for each species. Report latitude and
longitude as Degree Minutes to at least the third decimal place (e.g., DD MM.MMM).
Information on each line should correspond to part (A) above.

Genus and Species Date(s) of Harvest Latitude Longitude
(MM/DD/YYYY)

a bk w0 N

(C) Provide the address for each hatchery where broodstock will be located. If the hatchery is
located offshore, include the latitude and longitude coordinates in Degree Minutes to at least
the third decimal (e.g., DD MM.MMM).

HATCHERY #1
HATCHERY NAME MAILING ADDRESS (OR GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)
CITY, STATE, zZIP COUNTY PHONE NUMBER

( ) -

BROODSTOCK GENUS AND SPECIES & NUMBER TO BE RECEIVED BY HATCHERY

HATCHERY #2
HATCHERY NAME MAILING ADDRESS (OR GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)
CITY, STATE, ZIP COUNTY PHONE NUMBER

( ) -

BROODSTOCK GENUS AND SPECIES & NUMBER TO BE RECEIVED BY HATCHERY

HATCHERY #3
HATCHERY NAME MAILING ADDRESS (OR GPS COORDINATES IF LOCATED OFFSHORE)
CITY, STATE, ZIP COUNTY PHONE NUMBER

( ) -

BROODSTOCK GENUS AND SPECIES & NUMBER TO BE RECEIVED BY HATCHERY




Part 3 — Description of Gears and Methods

Describe the gear and methods to be used for harvest of each species. Allowable methods or
gears used for broodstock capture include those identified for each respective fishery in 50
CFR 600.725, except red drum, which may be harvested only with handline or rod and reel.




Part 4 — Vessel Documentation

Provide all information for each vessel used to capture, hold or transport broodstock. Attach a
copy of the valid, unexpired USCG Certificate of documentation (or state registration if not
documented) for each vessel listed.

VESSEL #1]

USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME LENGTH TOT.HORSEPOWER

HOMEPORT CITY AND STATE PORT OF LANDING CITY AND STATE HOLD CAP. (TONS) LIVE WELL CAPACITY (g)

\VESSEL #1 OWNER INFORMATION | CHECK ONE: INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS

NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST, SUFFIX or BUSINESS) HOME or BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

Tax ID # DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) FEDERAL ID # (FEIN) if a BUSINESS
ESSEL #2

USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME LENGTH TOT.HORSEPOWER

HOMEPORT CITY AND STATE PORT OF LANDING CITY AND STATE HOLD CAP. (TONS) LIVE WELL CAPACITY ()

VESSEL #2 OWNER INFORMATION | CHECK ONE: INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS

NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST, SUFFIX or BUSINESS) HOME or BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER

MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

Tax ID # DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) FEDERAL ID # (FEIN) if a BUSINESS




Part 5 — Additional Information

1. Complete all sections of this form. Attach additional sheets as necessary. Incomplete or illegible
forms will be returned.

2. NOAA Fisheries may deny or modify a request for broodstock collection if allowable methods or
gears are not proposed for use, the number of fish harvested for broodstock is more than necessary
for purposes of spawning and rearing activities, or other grounds inconsistent with the Fishery
Management Plan for Regulating Offshore Marine Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico objectives or
other federal laws. If a broodstock collection request is denied or modified, NOAA Fisheries shall
provide the determination and the basis for it, in writing to the permittee.

3. If a broodstock collection request is approved, the permittee must submit a Broodstock Post-
Harvest Report including the number and species of broodstock harvested, their size (length and
weight), and the geographic location where the broodstock were captured. The report must be
received by NOAA Fisheries no later than 15 days after the date of harvest. The Broodstock Post-
Harvest Report form can be accessed
at: http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/qulf fisheries/aguaculture/.

4. All proposed harvest of broodstock from state waters must also comply with all state laws
applicable to the harvest of such species.

Part 6 — Signature

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

PERMIT OWNER SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY (if applicable)

Mail the completed form and all requiring supporting documentation to:
NMFS Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator,
263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries

Service. F/SER26, 263 13t Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.
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http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/

OMB Control No. 0648-0703
Expiration Date: 01/31/2019

REQUEST TO TRANSFER GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT

This form must be received by NOAA Fisheries
at least 30 days prior to the date which the transferee FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
desires to have the transfer effective.

Date Received
Gulf Aquaculture Permit
Number

A Gulf Aquaculture permit is transferable to an eligible
person (i.e., a U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien).
Permits may be transferred only if the geographic location | Permit Expiration Date
of the aquaculture site remains unchanged.

Violation Date

For questions, contact the Regional Aquaculture Violation Clear Date
Coordinator at (727) 824-5301 or email Reviewer Initials and
nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov. Date

1. TRANSFEROR INFORMATION (ORIGINAL PERMIT HOLDER)

GULF AQUACULTURE PERMIT NUMBER  EXP. DATE (MM/DD/YYYY) NAME OF TRANSFEROR

/ /
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS

| 2. TRANSFEREE INFORMATION (NEW PERMIT HOLDER)

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
( ) - ( ) -
DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID
/ /



mailto:nmfs.ser.aquaculture@noaa.gov

| 3. TRANSFEREE BUSINESS INFORMATION

(A) Provide business information for the transferee, if applicable.

BUSINESS NAME MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE

BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER DATE WHEN BUSINESS FORMED (MM/DD/YYYY) STATE WHERE FORMED
( ) - / /

(B) Provide information on the names, addresses, and titles of all officers, partners, and
directors, if applicable. Attach additional sheets as necessary.

[OFFICER/PARTNER/DIRECTOR #1]

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
POSITION IN COMPANY MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
( ) - ( ) -
DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID
/ /

[OFFICER/PARTNER/DIRECTOR #2|

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
POSITION IN COMPANY MAILING ADDRESS Apt/Suite #
CITY STATE COUNTY ZIP CODE
HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER CELL PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS
DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID
/ /




(C) Has the transferee or corporation, or any shareholder, director, partner, or officer applied
for a NOAA Fisheries Gulf Aquaculture permit in the past?

Yes

No

If Yes, provide name and contact information for all person(s) who have applied for a permit in
the past as well as the date the application was submitted to NOAA Fisheries.

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)

BUSINESS NAME (if appliicable) DATE APPLICATION SUBMITTED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)

BUSINESS NAME (if applicable) DATE APPLICATION SUBMITTED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)

BUSINESS NAME (if applicable)

DATE APPLICATION SUBMITTED (MM/DD/YYYY)

/

/

(D) Provide information for all shareholders who own or control at least 10% of the outstanding
stock and the percentage of outstanding stock currently owned or controlled by each such

shareholder.
Name (First, Last, Middle)

1)

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Percentage of Stock Owned

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)




(E) Does the transferee or any shareholder, director, partner, or officer own an interest, either

directly or beneficially, in any other Gulf offshore aquaculture venture?

Yes No N/A

If Yes, provide the following information for each person(s).

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., Il, etc.)
PERMIT NUMBER FOR OTHER VERNTURE RELATIONSHIP TO VENTURE
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
PERMIT NUMBER FOR OTHER VERNTURE RELATIONSHIP TO VENTURE
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
PERMIT NUMBER FOR OTHER VERNTURE RELATIONSHIP TO VENTURE

(F) Has the transferee or any shareholder, director, partner, or officer listed in part D above
ever been arrested, indicted, convicted of, or adjudicated to be responsible for any violation of

marine resources or environmental protection law, whether state or federal?

Yes No

If Yes, provide the information for each person(s). Include additional sheets with this

information, if needed.

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
DATE OF VIOLATION (MM/DD/YYYY) TYPE OF VIOLATION

/ /
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME Suffix (Sr., I, etc.)
DATE OF VIOLATION (MM/DD/YYYY) TYPE OF VIOLATION

/ /




4. TRANSFEREE VESSEL AND AIRCRAFT DOCUMENTATION ‘

Provide all information for each vessel to be used for transport, harvest, transfer, or sale of
cultured animals. Attach a copy of the valid, unexpired USCG Certificate of documentation (or
valid state registration if not documented) for each vessel listed. Also provide documentation
or identification numbers for any aircraft or vehicles involved.

VESSEL #1

USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME LENGTH TOT.HORSEPOWER
HOMEPORT CITY AND STATE PORT OF LANDING CITY AND STATE HOLD CAP. (TONS) LIVE WELL CAP.
|VESSEL #1 OWNER INFORMATION | CHECK ONE: INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS

NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST, SUFFIX or BUSINESS) HOME or BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER
MAILING ADDRESS CITYy STATE ZIP CODE
SOCIAL SEC. or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID  DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) FEDERAL ID # (FEIN) if a BUSINESS
VESSEL #2|

USCG DOC. NUMBER (STATE REG IF NOT DOCUMENTED) VESSEL NAME LENGTH TOT.HORSEPOWER
HOMEPORT CITY AND STATE PORT OF LANDING CITY AND STATE HOLD CAP. (TONS) LIVE WELL CAP.
VESSEL #2 OWNER INFORMATION | CHECK ONE: INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS

NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST, SUFFIX or BUSINESS) HOME or BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBER
MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
SOCIAL SEC. or PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN ID  DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) FEDERAL ID # (FEIN) if a BUSINESS




5. CERTIFICATION OF REMOVAL

certify that | will remove all components of the

(Print Full Transferee Name)

aquaculture facility, including cultured animals remaining in allowable aquaculture systems

from the Gulf EEZ if it is discovered that the organisms are genetically engineered or

transgenic, that a World Organization of Animal Health (OIE)-reportable pathogen or pathogen

identified as reportable in the National Aquatic Animal Health Plan is found at the facility, or

there are any other violations of the permit conditions or regulations which causes NOAA

Fisheries to order such removal.

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The following information must be submitted with the request for transfer:

1.

2.
3

The original Gulf Aquaculture permit. The transferor must sign the back of the permit and have the
signed transfer document notarized.

Copy of the signed bill of sale for the aquaculture facility or equivalent acquisition papers.

Copy of a notarized written agreement signed and dated by the transferor and transferee which
specifies who is assuming the responsibilities and liabilities associated with the Gulf Aquaculture
permit and the aquaculture facility, including all the terms and conditions associated with the
original issuance of the Gulf Aquaculture permit.

The transferor must sign the back of the original Gulf Aquaculture permit and have the signed
transfer document notarized.

7. PERMIT CONDITIONS

An annual fee of $1,000.00 must be received by NMFS by January 31 of each year for permits to
remain active. Fees may change slightly each year.

All applicable permit requirements and conditions must be satisfied prior to a permit transfer,
including any necessary updates, e.g., updates regarding required certifications, legal responsibility
for assurance bond, other required permits, etc.

Final transfer of a Gulf Aquaculture permit will occur only after NOAA Fisheries provides official
notice to both parties that the transferee is eligible to receive the permit and that the transfer is
otherwise valid.

A Gulf Aquaculture permit that is altered, erased, or mutilated is invalid. A replacement Gulf
Aquaculture permit may be issued. An application for a replacement permit is not considered a new
application.

The Gulf Aquaculture permit must be prominently displayed and available at the aquaculture facility.
In addition, the aquaculture facility’s permit (if the fish have not yet been purchased by a dealer),
must accompany each vehicle that is used to receive fish harvested from an aquaculture facility in



the Gulf EEZ. A vehicle operator must present the permit or a copy for inspection upon the request
of an authorized officer.

6. An aquaculture facility owner who has been issued a permit must notify the Regional Aquaculture
Coordinator within 30 days after any change in the application information specified in 50 CFR
622.101(d)(11). The permitis void if any change in the information is not reported within 30
days.

7. The transferee must comply with all other operational, monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting
requirements as outlined in subpart F of 50 CFR part 622. Forms and associated guidance for
these requirements can be found at: (website to be determined).

8. A Gulf Aquaculture permit may be revoked, suspended, or modified, and such permit applications
may be denied, in accordance with the procedures governing enforcement-related permit sanctions
and denials found at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904.

8. SIGNATURE |

| hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct (28
U.S.C. section 1746; 18 U.S.C. section 1621; 18 U.S.C. section 1001).

TRANSFEREE SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (MM/DD/YYYY)
/ /
PRINTED NAME POSITION IN COMPANY

Mail the completed form to:
NMFES Permits Office (F/SER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator,
263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 hours per response, including
the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed,
and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or
other suggestions for reducing this burden to PRA Officer, National Marine Fisheries Service. F/SER26,

263 13w Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

The National Marine Fisheries Service requires this information for the conservation and management of marine
fishery resources. The data reported will be used to develop, implement, and monitor fishery management
activities for a variety of other uses. Responses to this collection are required to obtain or retain a fisheries permit
under the Magnuson - Stevens Act. Non-confidential information may be released via a NOAA Fisheries website.
Non-confidential information means: Name, Street Address, City, State, Zip Code, Effective Date of Permit,
Permit Types, Vessel Name, Vessel Identification Number, and in the case of a “for hire” vessel the Passenger
Capacity, or individual, corporate and lease holders of permits. All other data submitted will be handled as
confidential material in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fishery
Statistics. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number.



Instructions for the Request for Transfer of Gulf Aquaculture Permit

1. Complete all sections of this application form. Incomplete or illegible applications will be returned.

2. Mail the completed request for transfer and all requiring supporting documentation to: NMFS Permits Office
(F/ISER14), Attn: Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, 263 13™ Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

APPLICATION SECTION 2 Eligibility for a Gulf Aquaculture permit is limited to U.S. citizens as defined in the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, as amended, and permanent resident aliens lawfully accorded the
privilege of residing permanently in the U.S. in accordance with U.S. immigration laws.

APPLICATION SECTION 3 Include a copy of the Articles of Incorporation or Certificate of Limited Partnership or
documentation of the formation of a General Partnership, if applicable.

APPLICATION SECTION 4 Provide a copy of the valid USCG certificate of documentation or, if not documented,
a copy of the valid state registration certificate for each vessel as well as documentation or identification numbers
for any aircraft or used to transport, harvest, transfer, or sale of cultured species at the approved site.

APPLICATION SECTION 8 The transferee must sign and date this section for the request for transfer to be
considered complete.
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